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Univeiial  Hiftory. 


The  History  of  P  O  L  A  N  D. 

SECT.     I. 

Containing  a  Defcription  of  Poland  ;  of  the  Manners 
of  the  People  5  the  Religion^  Laws,  and  Govern-- 
ment  ^  with  every  interring  Particular  relative  to 
its  prefent  State. 

Tr\OLAND,  calkd  by  the  pativcs  P#^tf,  is  deduced 
j"^  from  the  word  Pohj  or  Pobi^  whicb  in  the  Sclavmc 
^  fignifies  a  country  adapted  to  hunting,  becatife  the 
whole  kingdom  is  compofed  of  vaft'  plains  and  forefts^ 
ihat  yield  excellent  field  diverfion  *.  In  daffic  authors  this 
country  is  known  by  the  appellation  of  Sarmatia. 

In  its  largeft  extent  it  is  bounded  by  P9merania<,  Bnm^ 
'^knburg^  SiUJiay  and  Moravia^  to  the  Weft;    and  towards 

^  MnEAs  Stl.  Defcrip.  Polon.  apudPiftor.  CoUeft,    Maiu 
TIN  Cromer,  ibid. 
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Geogra-     the  Eift,  b^  part  of  RuJJia  and  the  Lejfer  Tartary;    ort  the 
/>McaI  di'  North  it  has  the  Baltlck^  RuJJia^  the  grand  province  of  Zi« 
fcripticn  ofvonia^  and  Samogitia ;    while  its  frontier  towards  the  South 
Poland,     is  (kirted  by  BeJJarabiaj  Moldavia^  Tranfyhania^  and  //««- 
gary.     Extending  from  fdrty-fix  degrees  ajid  a  half  to  fifty-fix 
degrees   and  a-));^f:nOrAo!rn\l^?hi'ifi2i*/*  neCeflafily  folk>w8 
that  the  climatc-"di}t(|rt,^clely  IhYhetJegites  of  temperature. 
Intensely  cold  toward§.the  N^rcb,  ^e  air  gradually  foftens  as 
you  approach  the  foutb^jtn  J4G^C^sc;  \^bere  it  may  be  deemed 
healthy,  temperate^  arid- fere nej  jbccig'lefs  difiurbed  by  vio- 
lent dorms  than  co^ptttcsJifeaf^K^AceL  j9cean,  aqd  abounding 
with  larger  mountains'; "  and  indeed  it  is  remarkable,  that 
in  this  vaft  extent  of  territory  the  only  confiderable  moun- 
tains are  the  Carpathian^  or  Crapach,  that  craggy  ridge  which  fe- 
parates  Poland  from  Hungary^  from  whence  feveral  confiderable 
rivers  flow  to  difcharge  themfelves  in  the  Euxine  and  BalticL 
Poland  has  fometimes  been  complimented  fo  far  as  to  be 
called  the  veftibule  of  liafyy    becaufe  of  the   beauty,    the 
fertility  of  the  country,  and    the  mild  temperature  of  the 
climate  5    but  it  was  probably  fome  honeft  RuJJian^  ftruck 
with  the  fuperiority  it  had  in  thefe  particulars  over  his  owa 
country,  who  made  this  obfervation  :    to  the  more  fouthefn 
and  weftern  inhabitants  of  Europe^   Poland  will  not  appear 
in  fo  favourable  a  light. 
Ccvimcdi-       It  is  with  more  reafon  that  Polandh^"^  been  termed  the 
ttcs.  granary  of  the  North,  no  kingdom  in  Europe  producing  a 

greater  quantity  of  grain.  .  The  corn  of  Poland  formed  the 
great  ftaple  commodity  of  the  hanfe- towns ;    it  is  now  the 
chief  article  of  trade  at  Danizkk^   ar>d  fupports  great  part 
of  the  Dutch  commerce  to  the  Baltick.    Befides  grain,  Po* 
land  affords  other  exceedingly  valuable  commodities,  the  ex- 
portation of  which   compofes  the  bulk  of   her  commerce. 
The  kingdom  abounds  in  oxen,  (heep,  hogs,  raw  and  drefied 
hides,  flax,  hemp,  wood  fit  for  houie  or  (hip  building,  ho- 
ney, wax,   amber,   fait,  vitriol,   iron,,   copper,    lead,    nitre, 
coal,  ^V.  yet  fuch  is  the  pride  of  the  nobility  who  are  above 
any  attention  to  trade,    and  the   ignorance  or  indolence  of 
jthe  peafant,  that  the   imports  greatly '  exceed  the  exports, 
^nd  the  balance  of  trade  has  and  ever  will  be  in  favour  of 
foreigners,  until  a  total  change  be  wrought  in  the  mannerjS 
and  genius  of  the  inhabitants. 
pi'vlfion        The  general  divifipn  of  Poland  ufually  made  by  geogra- 
^Poland  pliers  is  the  following.     Poland  Proper^  Lithuania^  Samogitia^ 
•   '^^^ /^«^^-  and  Courland^    Prujfta,    Majoviay    Palachia^   PoUfta^   Little 
tpiaus.      j^^^jp^^  ^j^ii^j  likewife  Rufta  Rubra^  Podolia,  and  the  Ukraini 
biit  feveral  of  thef&  divifions  have-  beea  torn  from,  the  repub- 

lie 
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lie  in,  the  war  with  Turkey^  Rujfia^  and  Sweden^  as  well  aS 
with  the  eledor  of  Brandenburg  and  other  princes  of  the  em- 
pire,. Poland  Proper  has  two  grand  divifions,  the  Greater 
and  Leffer  Poland,  The  former  contains  eight  palatinates ; 
v/'z..  rofnania^  Caiijhy  Rawa^  ^^^Jly^,  Siradia^  Lanfchet^  Plocp- 
koWf  znd' Inowtjcz.  In  Po/nania  is  {iiu2ited  the  city  GHe/na^ 
or  Gniefen^  an  archiepifcopal  fee,  which  gives  title  to  the 
primate  of  all  Poland^  and  the  moft  powerful  fubjedl  of  the 
republic.  The  treafure  contained  in  this  cathedral  is  deemed 
of  great  value  :  the  building  was  plated  over  with  filver  by 
Sigifmund  111.  and  Bolejlamll,  decorated  it  with  beautiful 
gates  of  finely  wrought  Corinthian  brafs,  brought  originally 
from  the  monaftery  of  Corfuna  in  Taurica  Cherfonefus, 

As  to  the  LeJJer  or  Higher  ^oland^  it  contains  only  the 
three  palatinates  of  Cracow,  Lublin,  and  Sdndomir  :  in  the 
fofmer  of  Which  ftands  the  capital  of  Poland,  bearing  the 
tiame  of  the  palatinate,  and  efteemed  the  largeft,  the  moft 
regular,  and  beaiitiful  city  in  the  Polijh  dominions.  The 
hidorians  of  this  country  endeavour  to  deduce  from  the 
iiame,  that  this  city  muft  be  of  great  antiquity.  Craccw^ 
they  fay,  comes  from  Cracus,  the  firft  duke  of  Poland^ 
which  pedigree  they  trace,  but  imperfedlly,  up  to  the  Ro^ 
man  Gracchi^  Hfere  Cajimir  the  Great  founded  an  univer- 
fity,  now  compofed  of  eleven  colleges,  and  endowed  with 
confiderable  privileges,  though  the  fciences  have  made  but 
little  progrefs  **. 

The  great  dutchy  of  Lithuania  formi  the  third  general  L>efcriptio^ 
divifion  of  the  Polijh  dominions.  It  was  united  to  the  crown  6/^i-ithua- 
by  Jagellon  duke  of  Lithuania,  who,  on  being  elevated  to  the  ^**' 
throne  of  Poland,  affumed  the  name  of  Ladijlaus  V.  This 
union  was  renewed  in  a  general  diet  about  half  a  century 
after,  and  confirmed  in  the  reign  of  John  Albert ;  yet  may 
Lithuania  be  Aill  deemed  an  independent  ftate,  rather  allied 
than  fubjedt  to  Poland,  governed  by  its  own  laws  and  offi- 
cers, but  fubjefted  to  the  fame  fovereign  and  the  fame  reprefen- 
tative  body  of  the  whole  dominion.  Lithuania  contains  eight 
palatinates ;  Wilna,  in  which  {lands  the  capital  of  the  dut- 
thy ;  T'roki,  Brejfui,  or  as  fome  geographers  write  it,  Braf^ 
Jlaw,  Polosk,  Novogrodecky  Minski,  Meicjlaw,  and  Witefp. 
We  (hall  not  enter  iipon  particulars  Which  are  to  be  found 
in  every  modern  writer ;  fuffecient  it  is  that  Wilna,  the  ca- 
pital of  the  whole  province,  is  an  epifcopal  fee,  hath  an  uni- 
Verfity,  and  was  formerly  the  lefidence  of  the  dukes  and  fo- 
Vereigns  of  the  province,  where  they  ftill  keep  in  repair  a 

*  Busching's  Gcograph.  torn.  i.    Intrqd.  p.  576  &  feq. 
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magnificent  palace.  By  this  we  intend  only  fuch  a  general 
fketch  of  the  topography  as  might  be  neceffary  to  elucidate 
the  fubfequent  hiftory  ;  the  reader  will  probably  be  better 
pleafed  that  we  dwell  upon  the  manners,  religion,  policy, 
and  internal  government  of  the  PpUs^  which  fubjed  has  been 
but  vaguely  treacled  by  all  the  poHtical  writers  we  have  pe-  - 
rufed,  who  have  rather  borrowed  their  accounts  from  m6- 
dern  travellers  than  deduced  it  from  the  Polijh  hiftory.  With 
refpeS  to  Ptuffta^  we  refer  to  a  fupple  mental  volume,  and 
fliall  here  cloie  our  geographical  account  with  a  fhort  de- 
fcription  of  the  city  of  Dantzici^  of  which  frequent  mentiori 
will  occur  in  the  enfuing  narrative.  ' 
Account  of  DANTLlCKy  called  by  Latin  writers  Dantt/cum^  andG^- 
thsciiy  danum^  is  fituated  near  the  mouth  of  the  ViJIula^  and  is  juftly 
ibantzick.  reputed  among  the  chief  in  point  of  commerce  of  the  hanfe-  . 
towns,  and  indeed^of  Europe.  In  the  twdfth  century  it  wa* 
no  more  than  a  petty  village,  endowed  with  certain  privileges 
by  "king  Primejkus^  and  walled  round  a  century  after  by 
the  knights  of  the  Teutonic  order,  who  at  that  time  made  a 
great  £gure  in  the  North,  and  began  to  difturb  the  peace  of  • 
Denmark^  Sweden j  IJorwayy  Rujfiat  and  Poland.  It  en- 
creafed  rapidly  in  wealth  and  power,  and  now  is  the  principal, 
we  may  fay  the  only,  emporium  of  all  the  trade  of  Poland. 
The  city  is  large  and  ^rong,  the  public  edifices  magni- 
ficent, and  the  private  buildings  commodious.  The  grana- 
ries are  waikcd  by  the  water,  and  the  fbips  load  and  unload 
clofe  by  the  walls.  Dantzick  hath  paf&d  into  the  hands  of 
a  variety  of  mailers,  the  DaneSy  the  PoJes^  and  the  Teutonic 
knifthts,  all  of  whom  enlarged  the  privileges  of  the  city, 
fenuble  of  its  advantageous  commercial  fitaation.  The  in* 
habitants  acknowledge  the  dominion  of  Poland',  but  they 
are  governed  by  their  own  magiftrates  in  all  civil  affairs : 
they  are  thought  to  exceed  two  hundred  thoufand  ibuls  ;  the 
greater  number  are  Germans^  and  their  jurifdi£tion  extends 
forty  miles  round  the  city.  The  government  is  compofed 
of  twenty -fix  £r//^^rfl«  and  fowr  Calvinift  fenators,  all  other 
religions,  and  the  priefls  of  all  perfuahons  being  excluded, 
from  fenfible  experience  of  the  encroaching  fpirit  of  th« 
clergy.  The  office  of  fenator  is  f6r.  life,  and  the  four  oldeft 
are  wiled  bur gomaffers,  one  of  whom  is  annually  eleded  pre- 
fideot  of  the  fenate.  The  magifirates  next  m  dignity  are 
the  thirteen  confuls,  who  fill  up  from  their  body  the  vacan- 
cies in  the  fenate,  and  choofe  all  the  inferior  officers  of  the 
city,  and  among  the  rzA  the  twelve  fcabbins  or  judges,  from 
whom  fhe  pat^^s  may  appeal  to  the  con&ls,  from  them  to 
the  feaate>  and  finally  to  the  court  9i  Poland.  His  PoUfi 
*  2.  majefty 
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ro^efty  annually  eleSs  a  burgrave  out  of  the  confular  bodjr^ 
who  reprefents  his  peribn  in  the  fenate,  figns  capital  fen- 
tences,  and  executes  other  a<^s  of  fovereJgnty ;  while  the 
thirtieth  ienator  receives  the  compliments  of  foreign  mini- 
fterfi,  performs,  the  fundions  of  grand-mafter  of  the  trere- 
monies,  iyndic  and  public  orator  or  fpeaker  of  the  city:. 
To  limit  the  power  of  the  ienate,  the  government  has  wifely 
provided  that  an  hundred  hurgei&s  fhall  be  annually  eieded, 
to  infpe(5):  the  ienatorial  decrees,  as  well  as  the  condu£l  of 
the  individuals  of  that  body ;  but  we  are  no  where  told  how 
far  the  power  of  the  burgefTes  extend  with  refpeS  to  revert- 
ing decrees  and  punifliing  delinquents.  This  council  of  a 
hundred  appoint  to  aU  vacant  ecclefiaftl^l  benefices  within 
the  jurifdidion  of  the  city  ;  but  their  nomination -mud:  be 
approved  by  the  fenate,  and  the  candidates  for  preferment 
muft  all  pafs  an  examination  before  the  college  of  ecclefia^ 
flics.  We  (hall  conclude  the  fubjeca  with  obferving,  that 
DarUzick  hath  fo  frequently  excited  the  jealoufy  and  avarice 
of  neighbouring  ftates,  as  to  have  been  reduced  to  the  ne^ 
cei&ty  of  applying  for  the  protedion  of  the  maritime  ftates, 
■of  which  we  meet  with  a  remarkable  inftance  in  the  reign 
oi  CbarUsXll.  of  Swideuy  as  may  be  feen  in  our  account 
of  that  monarch  ^ 

Wje  proceed  now  to  the  perfonal  qualities,  the  general  Chamber 
cbaradler,  the  policy  and  religion  of  the  Polijh  nation,  which  ^f  '^* 
we  hope  will  afford  fome  entertainment,  on  account  of  the  ^^^"* 
fcarcity  of  writers  who  have  treated  the  fubjcdl  accurately. 
This  people  have  been  long  celebrated  for  their  courage, 
.their  flrength,  and  their  longevity  ;  no  country  in  the  world 
affording  more  extraordinary  proofs  of  bodily  vigour  and  att  • 
uninterrupted  flow  of  health,  which  are  juftly  afcribed  to  the 
temperature  of  the  climate,  the  temperance  of  the  vulgar, 
and  the  conftant  habit  in  manly  exercifes.  The  continual 
ufe  of  the  cold  bath,  even  in  the  coldeft  parts  of  Poland^  is 
fuppofed  likewife  to  contribhte  greatly  to  that  mufcular 
ftrength  for  which  they  are  fo  remarkable.  The  nobility 
are  open,  affable,  liberal,  and  hofpitable ;  polite  to  ftran- 
gers,  rigid  to  their  dependents,  punctilious  in  points  of  ho- 
nour, vain,  oftentatious,  and  magnificent  in  their  apparel, 
equipages,  and  living,  though  that  magnificence  favours 
ftrongly  of  barbarifm.  They  are  early  initiated  in  letters, 
fpeak  impure  Latin  with  fluency ;  but  feldom  make  any  pro- 
grefs  in  matters  of  tafte  or  fciencc.  Paflionately  fond  of  li- 
berty, the  Poks  live  in  a  perpetual  ftate  of  fervitude  to  their 

«  Vol.  xxxiii.    Hift.  Polon.  Corp.  t.  iL 
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avarice,  their  profufion,  and  their  necedities,  whereby  they 
are  rendered  the  infamous  penfioners  of  foreign  ftates,  the 
creatures  of  their  own  monarchs,  or  the  hireling  tools  of 
fooie  political  fadion.  Their  political  conftitution  has  been 
the  fource  of  continual  misfortunes ;  yet  are  they  attached 
to  it  to  a  degree  of  enthufiafm,  and  efpecially  thofe  parts 
which  produce  the  greateft  inconveniences.  Poor  in  the 
midft  of  a  fertile  country,  they  abhor  the  notion  of  improv- 
ing their  circumftances  by  trade,  and  are  the  only  nation  in 
the  world  who  have  provided  by  law  againft  raifing  a  maritime 
power.  Prodigality  and  debauchery  are  not  reputed  vices  among 
this  martial  nobility  :  they  borrow  without  intention  of  paying 
with  the  fam^  freedom  they  fquander.  Conftant  in  their 
friendfliips,  bitter  in  their  enmity,  open  to  impofition,  unfufpi- 
cious,  opinionated,  and  haughty,  their  only  care  is  to  diflin-.. 
guiih  ihemfelves  in  arms,  in  finery,  equipage,  and  fplendor. 
As  to  the  vulgar,  they  are  mean,  mercenary,  ignorant,  in- 
dolent, and  indigent  to  an  extreme  (A).  Such  are  the 
di ftinguifhing  features  of  the  people,  whofe  government  we 
are  going  to  defcribe  *. 
Political  Few  political  conftitutions  are  fo  little  underftocd  as  that 
govern-  of  Poland^  and  yet  no  form  of  government  better  merits  at- 
vt^T  "j"  tention,  on  account  of  its  fingularity,  and  thofe  particulars 
Poland,  ^hich  bear  no  refemblance  to  any  model  of  ftate  antient  or 
modern/  The  people  have  a  fovereign,  and  yet  the  govern- 
ment is  called  with  great  propriety  a  republic.  The  nobility 
of  this  country  have  more  power  than  the  great  of  any 
other ;  yet  they  deteft  the  thoughts  of  ariftocracy,  becaufe 
they  all  reckon  themfelves  upon  a  level,  every  Polifit  gentle- 
man regarding  himfclf  as  inferior  only  to  the  monarch. 
The  republic  is  compofed  of  the  king,  the  fenate«  and  th^ 
nobility  or  PoUjh  gentlemen,  the  peafants  being  admitted  to 
no  (hare  of  the  government.    Upon  every  ne>y  eledlion  thq 

»  Hautbvillb  paflini^ 

(A)  Nothing  can  be  more  pable  of   entering    upon    any 

abjeflorwretched  than  the  pea-  condition  of    life    that  might 

fants   of  Poland,     If  one  lord  procure  them  freedom,  without 

kills  the  peafant  of  another,  he  the  permiilion  of   their  lords^ 

is   not  capitally  punilhed,  bqt  and  they  are  expofcd  to  the  dif- 

only  obliged  to  make  repara-  xnal  and  frequently  fatal  elFe^s 

tion  by  another  peafant  equal  of  the  caprice,    cruelty,    and 

in  value.      The  peafants  have  barbarity    of    their    tyrannical 

no  property,  and  all  their  ac-  mafters,  who  opprefs  them  with 

quifitions  (ti\t   only  to  enrich  impunity,   and  lafh  them  with 

the  mader.      They  are  iodif-  a  rod  of  iron,  without  dread  of 

tenfahly  employed  in  cultiva-  retribution,  > 

ing  the  earth  ;    they  are  iuca-  roya) 
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toyal  prerogative  has  been  retrenched,  and  the  liberties  of  the 
diet  and  fenate  proportionably  extended.  This  idea  of  in- 
dependency is  puftied  fo  far  as  to  hazard  the  general  fecurity 
of  the  kingdom,  the  monarch  not  being  permitted  to  gar- 
rifon  even  the  moft  remote  and  neceflary  frontier  towns  ; 
whence  we  fee  Poland  has  in  all  ages  been  made  a  kind  of 
public,  route  for  the  paflage  of  hoftile  armies.  Upon  the 
death  of  the  fovereign,  the  whole  body  of  the  nobility  af- 
femble  on  horfeback  for  the  choice  of  a  fuccefibr ;  and  the 
unanimous  voice  confiitutes  a  legitipnate  eledlion,  though 
there  have  been  inflances  where  a  majority  has  been  deemed 
fufficient.  Here  the  nobility  afllime  a  power  of  altering  the 
government^  and  impoung  fuch  conditions  on  the  iiew  mo- 
narch as  they  think  proper,  and  thefe  they  call  the  Pa^a 
Conventa.  This  contract  is  drawn  up,  methodized,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  fenate  and  nobility,  after  which  it  is  read 
iloud  to  the  king  by  the  great  marechal,  and  fworn  to  be- 
fore the  ceremony  of  his  proclamation.  We  (hall  enume^ 
rate  the  principle  articles,  as  this  contraci:  may  be  deemed 
the  great  charter  of  Poland^  and  the  barrier  of  the  privi- 
Jeges'of  the  people  againft  the  encroachments  of  the  crown. 
The  firfl:  is,  that  the  king  (hall  not  attempt  to  encroach  on 
the  liberty  of  the  people,  by  rendering  the  crown  hereditary 
in  his  family ;  but  that  he  (hall  preferve  all  the  cuftoms, 
laws,  and  ordonnances  refpe(5ting  the  freedom  of  eleflion  ; 
that  he  ibail  ratify  all  treaties  fubfifting  with  foreign  powers 
V^hich  are.  approved  by  the  diet:  that  it  (hall  be  his  chief 
ftudy  to  cultivate  "peace,  preferve  the  public  tranquillity, 
and  promote  the  interred  of  the  realm  :  that  he  fhall 
not  doin  money,  except  in  the  name  of  the  republic, 
ox  appropriate  to  himfelf  the  advantages  arifmg  from  coin- 
age :  that  in  declaring  war,  concluding  peace,  levying 
^roopS)  hiring  auxiliaries,  or  admitting  foreign  troops  upon 
any  pretext  within  the  Polijh  dominions,  the  confent  of  the 
diet  and  fenate  (hall  be  neceiTary  :  that  all  offices  and  pre- 
ferments (hall  be  given  to  natives  of  Poland  and  Lithuania  ; 
and  that  no  pretence  (hall  excufe  or  palliate  the  crime  of 
introducing  foreigners  into  the  king's  council,  or  the  de- 
.partments  of  the  republic  :  that  the  officers  of  his  majefty's 
guards  ili?tll  be  Poles  or  Lithuanians^  and  that  the  colonel 
(hall  abfolutely  be  a  native  of  Poland^  and  of  the  order  of 
nobility :  that  all  the  officers  (ball  be  fubordinate  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  marechal  :  that  no  individual  (hall  be  vefted 
with  more  employments  than  the  law  allows  :  that  the  king 
(hall  not  marry  without  the  approbation  of  the  fenate, 
agreeable  to  the  antient  laws  of  the  conAitution  \  and  that 
*      B  4  th© 
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the  houihokl  of  the  queen  (hall  be  determmed  and  regqlatcd 
by  the  republic  :    that  the  fovercign  fhall  never  apply  his 
private  fignet  to  a£is  aiid  papers  of  a  public  nature  :    that  to 
preferve  his  power  and  dignity,  theidi^  (hall  difpofe  of  the  offices 
both  of  the  court  and  of  the  republic ;  and  regulate  with  die 
fenate  the  number  of  forces  neceflfary  for  the  defence  of  the 
kingdom,  infpeding  likewife  the  difcipline  obferved  in  the 
army  :    that  he  ffaali  adminifter  juftice  by  rhe  advke  of  the 
fenate  and  his  council  :    that  the  expences  of  \i\%  oivil  lift 
fhall  be  t;he  iame  with  thofe  of  his  predeceilbrs,  and  po&iled 
by  his  family  only  during  the  life  of  his  fovereign  :    that  he 
lul  up  all  vacancies  in  the  ipace  of  fix  weeks :  ,  chat  this 
ihall  be  his  firft  bufinefs  in  the  diet,'obl%ing  the  chancellor 
to  publilh  his  appointments  in  due   form  :   that  the  king 
(ball  notdimimfli  the  treafure  kept  at  Cracow^  but,  on  th^ 
contrary,  endeavour  to  augment  that  and  the  number  of  the 
crown  jewels  :    that  he  mall  borrow  no  money  without  the 
confent  of  the  diet :    that  he  (hall  not  equip  a  naval  force, 
without  the  consent  and  full  approbation  of  the  republic  : 
'    that  he  (hall  profe6  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,   promote, 
maintain,  and  defend  it,   through  all  the  ^ohjh  dominions  ; 
and  finally,  that  all  their  feveral  liberties,  rights,  and  privi- 
leges, (hall  be  preferved  to  the  Polandets  and  Lithuanians  in 
general,    and  to  all    the  diftriiSb  and    province^  contained 
within  each  of  thefe  great  divifions,  without  change,  altera* 
tion,  or  the  fmalleft  violation,  except  by  the  confent  of  the 
republic.     To  thefe  articles  a  variety  of  others  arc  added^ 
according  to  circumftanccs  and  the  humour  of  the  diet ;  but 
what  we  have  recked  form  the  ftanding  conditions,  which 
9xt  fcarce  ever  altered  or  omitted  *. 
The  oath       To  the  obfervation  of  the  pa^a  cowugnta  the  king  fwears, 
taken  by     upon  his  knees  at  the  altar,  in.  the  following  manner.    **  We 
ibt  king.    .<«  — r. — ,  eleifted  king  of  Poland^  and  great  duke  of  Lithuania^ 
<*  Ruffta^  PruJJia^   MaJJhvia^    Samogitia^    Kih$via^  Folhinia^ 
**  PoMia,  P^hffia,  Ltvohioy  Smokn/h^  Siberia^  and  Cjctfr* 
^<  nicavia,    pr6mife  before  the  Almighty  God,  and   fwear 
♦*  upon  the  holy  Evangelifts  of  J^fifs  Chriji^  to  obferve, 
^  maintain,  and  f^ilfil  all   the  conditions  tiipulated  at  our 
^^  eleQion  by  our  ambafladors  with  the  fenatoi^s  and  deputies 
•'  of  PMand^  and  of  the  great  dutchy  of  Lithuania^  and  con-  \ 

^*  firmed  by  our  plenipotentiaries  j  and  to  execute  the  fame  ] 

<^  in  aill  the  claufes,  points,  aft^icles,  and  conditions  fpeci Red  I 

j«*  in  that  contra^,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  xhtffeciality  fliall  j 

■♦*  not  derogate  from  the  generality;  nor,  on  the  contrary,  ! 

V  *  Hautevills,  pag,  ii^,  i 

-^  ««  the 


"  \ke  tmi^rfality  Uom  the  particuhritj ;  all  which  we  pro- 
*'  nife  fol^ronly  to  ratify  on  tiie  day  of  our  coronation." 

Notwithstanding  the  king  is  without  exception  ac- 
knowlect^ed,  yec  it  is  remarkable,  that  he  cannot  exercife  alt 
the  fuodlbiQBsof  fovefeigmy  before  the  ceremony  of  his  cpro- 
oatiofi.     The  fpsce  betv(^een  the  election  and  coronation  is  a  * 

kitid  of  ifiterHregniiiift,  although .  the  fovercign  be  vefted  with 
all  the  badges  and  external  pomp  of  majefty.  One  very  pe- 
Cftiliar  txremony  is  obierved  during  this  period.  The  mare* 
chal^  at  aU  procei£k>ns,  carries  his  ftaff  bent  downwards  be- 
fc»e  the  king;  whereas,  after  the  coronation,  it  is  always  held 
cteSti  ai^d  this  is  regarded  as  a  certain  proof  that  the  election 
is  imperfeft,  mttil  it  be  ratified  by  the  ceremony  of  corona* 
tioo,  iprorious  to  which  the  king  can  neither  difpofeof  offices  or 
benefices,  grant  favours  of  any  kind  a^  a  foyereign,  nor  apply 
the  great  feal  of  the  chancery  to  any  aft,  deed,  edift,  or  or- 
donnance.  He  appoints  the  day  for  performing  the  ceremony 
of  his  coronation,  and  it  is  ufuaily  6xed  on  the  day  fucceeding  ^ 
the  funeral  obfequies  of  his  predeceflbr.  All  imaginable 
magnificence  is  obferved  in  this  folemnization ;  and  a  foreigner^ 
unacquainted  with  the  Poliflj  conftitution,  would'  naturally 
conclude,  that  a  monarch  who  aicended  the  throne  with  fo 
much  pomp  and  fplendor  was  neceflarily  vefted  with  very  ex- 
tenfive  prerogatives.  Tor  the  archbiihop  of  Gnefna  belongs 
the  right  of  placing  the  crown  on  the  king's  head,  and  admi- 
niftring  the  bath ;  yet  the  hiftory  of  Poland  affords  inftances 
where  this  has  been  performed  by  the  biihop  oi  Cracow.  In- 
deed it  hath  been  diluted,  whether  a  coronation  folemnized 
by  any  other  than  the»prelate  d  Gnefna  be  valid  ?  But  this 
<}ueftion  implies  an  abfuitiity ;  for  as  neither  the  king  nor  re- 
public can  appoint  to  vacant  benefices,  during  the  period  be- 
tween the  eleftion  and  coronation,  the  king  could  not  be  at 
all  crowned,  fhould  the  archbrfliop  happen  totiie  in  the  inter- 
mediate time,  or  refufe  to  perform  that  office.  The  arch- 
biihop have,  indeed,  claimed  this  right  to  themfelves ;  but 
it  has  been  fet  afide  on  particular  occaTions  *. 

A«  the  king  of  Poland  is  tied  down  by  the  pa£ia  convenia  to  Situaftom 
confult  his  people,  with  refpcfl  to  marriage ;  fo  their  confent  of  the 
is  necefTary  to  the  diilblution  of  the  niiptial  engagements.    He  queeju 
can  ficither  divorce  the  queen,  nor  ieparate  from  her  bed, 
•w'fthout  the  approbation  of  the  diet,  unlefs  he  was  married 
-before  hi§?  etedion.     .Her  majefly  hath  no  diftinfi  houfhold, 
.except  a  marechal,  a  chancellor,  and  fome  inferior  domeftics. 
She  is  furni(hed  with  money  by  the  king  to  defray  the  ex- 

»  Crom.  Ann.  p.  97.      ' 
«    '  pendes 
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pcnccs  of  the  civil  lift;  and,  with  rcfped  to  her  doineflic 
oeconomy,  is  little  more  than  his  houfekeeper^  or  fteward. 
The  king's  whole  revenue,  for  the  fupport  of  the  regal  dig- 
nity, does  not  exceed  four  hundred  thoufand  crowns.  Ex- 
clufive  of  which,  there  is  a  maintenance  for  the  queen- 
dowager,  his  confort,  and  children,  in  cafe  of  his  death  ; 
though  the  latter  are  denied  the  privilege  of  all  other  fubjeds, 
of  riling  to  places  of  truft  and  profit,  left  this  fliould  give 
them  an  afcendant  in  the  future  eleftions  *.  The  revenues 
appointed  for  the  maintenance  of  dowagers  arife  from  certain 
•  Jlaroftm  applied  to  this  purpofe ;  but  as  they  are  often  revcr- 
fionary,  and  cannot  be  feized  before  the  death  of  the  pofleflbrs, 
the  queens  are  frequently  reduced  tg  great  diftreis. 
fhe  p^ene-  We  come  now  to  the  diet  of  Poland^  which  is  compofed 
raldiet.  of  the  king,  the  fenate,  biOiops,  and  the  deputies  of  the  no- 
bility or  gentry  of  every  palatinate,  and  called,  in  their  col- 
lective capacity,  comitta  togata;  that  is,  when  the  ftates 
afTembie  in  the  city  without  arms  and  horfes;  or  comitiapalu* 
data^  when  they  meet  in  the  fields  armed,  as  during  an  inter- 
regnum, at  the  diet  of  eledion  ^.  It  is  a  prerogative  of  the 
'  crown  to  aftemble  the  diet  at  any  particular  place,  except  on 
occafion  of  a  coronation,  which  the  cuftom  of  the  country 
requires  fliould  be  celebrated  at  the  capital.  For  a  number 
of  years,  indeed,,  the  diet  regularly  aflembled  at  Warfaw  ; 
but,  on  complaint  made  by  the  Lithuanians^  it  was  agreed, 
that  every  third  diet  fliould  be  held  at  Grodno.  The  general 
rule  is  to  meet  once  at  leaft  in  three  years,  though  there  have 
been  many  exceptions.  When  it  is  propofed  to  hold  a  gene<- 
ral  diet,  the  king,  or,  in  cafe  of  an  inter- regnum,  the  primate, 
jflues  writs  to  the  palatines  of  the  feveral  provinces,  fpecify* 
ing  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting.  A  flcetch  likewife  i3 
fent  of  the  bufinefs  to  be  deliberated  by  the  aflembly,  the  fe- 
nate is  confulted  in  this  particular,  and  fix  weeks  are  allowed 
the  members  to  prepare  themfelves  for  the  intended  feflion. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  the  diet  never  fits  more  than  fix  weeks 
in  the  moft  critical  conjunftures  and  preffing  emergencies : 
they  have  been  known  to  break  up  in  the  middle  of  an  im- 
portant debate,  and  to  leave  the  bufinefs  to  a  future  meeting. 
This  hath  been  juftly  efteemed  one  of  the  greateft  defeats  of 
the  Polifl)  conftitution,  which  probably  owes  its  origin  to  con- 
venience ;  but  is  fuperftitioufly  regarded  from  whim  and  ca- 
price. On  receipt  of  the  king's  writ,  the  palatine  commu- 
.nicatcs  the  meeting  of  the  diet  to  all  the  caftellans,  ftaroftas, 

*  GuAGNiNf,  p.  22.  >  Busching's  Ncw  Syflem  of 

Geogr.  torn.  i.  p.  583.. 
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and  otber  inferior  officers  and  gentry  within  his  jurifdifion, 
requiring  them  to  affemblc  on  a  certain  day  to  eled  deputies, 
and  take  into  confideration  the  buflnefs  fpecified  in  the  royal 
lummons.  Thefc  meetings  are  called  petty  diets^  or  lantage^ 
in  the  language  of  the  country  *,  every  gentleman  poffeffing 
three  acres  of  land  having  a  vote,  and  matters  being  deter- 
mined by  a  majority  5  whereas  in  the  general  diet  decrees  are 
only  valid  when  the  whole  body  is  unanimous.  The  indigent 
gentry  are  always  direfled  by  fome  perfon  of  fuperior  fortune, 
influence^  or  ability.  They  feldom  examine  the  fubjeS  of 
debate  j  but  remit  it  wholly  to  the  judgment  of  their  rcpre* 
fcntative.  Every  palatinate  has  three  reprefentatives :  the 
bufinefe  devolves  on  one,  who  is  e]e6led  for  his  ability  and  ex* 
perience ;  and  the  other  two  are  added  only  to  give  weight  ^ 
to  this  leading  member,  and  do  honour  by  their  magnificent 
appearance  to  the  palatinate  they  reprefent.  As  thefe  depu- 
ties, fince  the  reign  of  Cafimir  III.  have  feats  in  the  diet,  it 
naturally  divides  the  general  aflembly  into  two  bodies,  the 
upper  and  lower;  the  one  being  compofed  of  the  fenate,  the 
fuperior  clergy,  and  the  great  officers ;  the  other  of  the  repre- 
fentatives oP  the  palatinates,  who  prepare  all  bufinefs  for  the 
fuperior  body  •*.  Thus  we  fee  how  near  an  affinity  the  ge?- 
neral  conftitution  of  the  Poltjh  diet  hath  to  a  Britijh  parlia«r 
ment,  and  indeed  to  the  original  fornl  of  government  among . 
all  northern  nations,  however  they  may  vary  in  particular  cir- 
cumftances,  and  be  altered  by  the  influence  of  time  (A). 

The  firfl  bufinefs  of  the  affembly  is  to  chufe  a  marechal ; 
upon  which  occafion  the  debates  and  tumults  run  fo  high, 
that  the  whole  time  for  the  feifion  of  the  diet  is  confumed  in 
{iltercation  and  wrangling  about  the  eledlon  of  a  fpeaker, 

?  BuscHI^G's  Geogr.  p.  583.  ^  Mart.Cromar.  lib.ii. 

(A)    It  is   ufual  to  depute,  therefore  adopted,  as  a  part  of 

from  the  general  diet,  fixteen  the  conftitution,  that  four,  at 

fenators,  chofen  out  of  the  body  leall,  of  the  number  fhall  coi^- 

of  bifhops,  palatines,  and  caf-  flantly  refide  at  court,,  as  guar- 

tellans,    to   attend    the   king's  dians  of  the  public  liberty,  and 

perfon,  ferve  him  as   a  privy-  infpeftors  of  the  king's  condu«fl. 

council,  and  dired  that  he  fhall  Penalties  are  annexed  to  any 

pot   infringe    the    conftitution.  remifTnefs  in  their  duty ;    and 

'Whatever  is  ordained  by  thefe  they  are  fined,  for  abfence,  at 

(deputies,    and    has    the    royal  the  rate  of  two  thoufand  livres 

fanflion,  becomes  valid,  as  an  for  a  layman,  and  fix  thouf^qd 

9,&,  of  the  whole  diet.      It  is  for  an  ecclefiaflic  (i). 

(i)  Hmeville,  />.  i^.^ 
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If  ho  bais  now  nocbiflg  fiirdier  to  do  than  return  qoietlf  to  \m 
own  IxHue.  The  ipeaker  miift  be  a  oative  of  Great  or  Lktk 
Pokmiy  or  of  tbedutchy  o^Liibuania.  After  his  eledba,  he 
kifles  the  king's  hand ;  and  the  chancellor,  as  the  royal  repre^ 
ientative^  iiqx>rts  the  nuKien  to  be  deliberated  by  the  diet* 
Then  the  marechal  acquaints  the  king  with  the  kiftrudioas  of 
the  depiuies  from  their  CDt^ituents,  the  grievances  whici^ 
they  want  redrelled,  and  the  abufes  they  require  lo  be  renae* 
died.  He  likewtfe  requefis  of  his  majefty  to  fill  up  the  va<> 
cant  offices  and  benefices,  according  to  law;  and  he  is  an<- 
fwered  by  ^a  iet  fpeech  from  the  chancellor,  who  reports  the 
king's  tndination  to  fatisfy  his  people,  as  foon  as  he  hath  con- 
fulted  his  faithful  fenate.  There  is  fomething  very  peculiarly 
^  abfufd  in  fome  of  the  cuiloms  obferved  by  the  P^/^  diet ; 
one,  in  particular,  merits  attention.  Not  only  an  unanimity 
of  voices  is  neceiTary  to  pals  any  bill,  and  conftitute  a  decree 
of  the  diet,  but  every  bill  muft  likewife  be  aflented  to  uoa- 
nimouily,  or  none  can  take'efFed.  Thus^  if  out  of  twenty 
bills,  one  fliould  happen  to  be  oppofed  by  a  fingle  voice,  all 
the  reft  ar€  thrown  out,  and  the  diet  meets,  deliberates,  and 
debates  for  fix  weeks. to  no  purpofeS  It  is  aftonifliing  that  a 
rule  ^  contradidory  to  common  fen&,  and  attended  with 
fuch  fatal  canfequences,  can  maintain  its  place  among  a  people 
i»y  no  means  devoid  of  uoderftanding* . 

To  add  to  the  other  inconveniences  attending  the  confii* 
tution  of  the  diet  of  Poland^  a  venal  inclination  in  the  depu- 
ties, and  a  general  corruption,  ba^h  feized  all  ranks  and  de- 
grees in  that  aiflembly.  Here,,  as  in  fome  other  countries,  the 
'  cry  of  liberty  is  kept  up  for  the  fake  of  priyate  intereft.  De- 
|>utiies  come  with  a  full  refdiLtion  of  profiting  by  their  patrio- 
tifm»  and  not  lowering  their  voice  without  a  gratification. 
Determined  to  oppofe  the  moft  falutary  meafiires  of  the  court, 
they  cither  withdraw  from  the  aflembly,  proteft  againft  all 
that  fliall  be  tranfafled  in  their  abfence,  or  elfe  excite  fudh  a 
clamour  as  renders  it  necefiary  for  the  court  to  filence  them 
by  fome  lucrative  penfion,  donation,  or  employment.  Thus 
:tiot  only  the  bufinefs  of  the  aflembly  is  dbftruded  by  its  own 
members,  but  frequently,  by  largeiTes  frofii  neighbouring 
|>owers,  and  ibmetimes  by  the  liberality  ojf  an  open  enemy^ 
(|¥ho  has  the  art  of  diftributing  his  money  with  difcretion. 

Tm£  ufual  form  of  paffing  laws  and  decrees,  of  any  kind^ 
is  that  it  ihall  be  propo&d  by  d>e  deputies^  and  approved  by 
the  king  and  fenate.  Firft,  it  is  revifed  by  the  marechal,  at- 
tended by  two  of  the  deputies,  or  elfe  by  three  fenators  and 

*  Alex.  GvKonXp  Veron.  Htft.  p.  49. 
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fix  deputies :  then  it  is  read  in  the  fenate  in  the  king's  pre* 
fence ;  afber  which  the  chancellor  a(ks,  with  a  loud  vdvce^ 
whether  the  king,  ienators,  and  deputies,  agree  to  have  the 
bill  fkndlfied  by  the  royal  feal,  and  the  arms  of  the  republic*  * 
Having  paflcd  through  thefc  forms,  it  is  lodged  in  the  regiftcr 
^t  Warfaw^  or  in  the  great  chancery  of  the  kingdom,  until 
printed  copies  are  made  and  difperfed  among  the  ^eral  pala- 
tinates ■• 

The  affairs  of  which  the  diet  takes  cognizance  are  the  At^ 
daring  war,  or  concluding  peace,  the  forming  alliances,  the 
tieftion  or  marriage  of  the  monarch,  the  impofition  of  taxes» 
framing  of  laws,  and  levying  of  forces,  together  with  the 
final  determination  of  civil  and  criminal  caufes,  there  being 
an  appeal  from  all  the  inferior  courts  to  the  general  diet.  It 
is  here  too  that  foreigners  are  naturalized,  and  admitted  to  all 
the  rights  of  natives ;  and  peafants,  who  have  wealth  and 
ambition  fuflicient,  are  advanced  to  the  rank  of  nobility* 
The  afflux  of  people,  which  the  diet  occafions,  is  altogether 
aftoniftking.  •  Wherever  it  happens  to  fit,  thirty  or  forty  thou* 
land  people  are  added  to  the  ufual  number  of  inhabitants^ 
Here  the  Poles  rival  each  other  in  pomp  and  profufion.  The 
nobility,  who  are  not  deputed,  attend  with  their  families  for  .  ^ 
t)Ieafure :  they  drink  deep  of  their  favourite  liquor,  Hungarian  , 

Wine  i  and  feafting  and  mirth  are  more  purfued  than  the  bufi- 
nefs  ©f  the  ftate.  In  confequence  of  their  feftivity,  the  de- 
puties come  frequently  intoxicated  into  the  diet,  af&ont  the 
king,  excite  tumults,  harangue  with  the  moft  abufive  and 
fa£!ious  eloquence,  and  fometimes  occafion  the  difiblution  of 
the  aflembly  \.  From  this  general  view  it  appears  how  inade-^ 
quate  the  diet  is  to  the  original  intention.  It  wasdefigned 
for  the  fupreme  fenate  of  the  nation :  it  is,  in  fad,  little 
more  than  a  factious  corrupted  mafs,  colle£ted  out  of  form^ 
Conduced  with  indecorum,  and  diflblved  with  as  little  reafoit 
as  it  was  aiTembled ;  only  becaufe  a  certain  number  of  weeka 
have  elapfed,  without  regarding  whether  the  bufinefs  of  the 
meeting  hath  been  tranfaded.  Such  is  the  idea  of  the  Polijb^ 
diet  we  have  been  able  to  acquire,  from  the  careful  perufal  of 
the  beft  authorities.  It  would  almoft  be  unnecefTary  to  re- 
mark upon  the  abfurdity  of  requiring  an  unanimity  of  voices 
to  every  bill,  by  which  a  power  is  lodged  in  every  capricious 
corrupted  member  of  rendering  the  meeting  of  this  great  af- 
fembly  of  the  nation  of  no  effed.  This  was  intended  as  9, 
barrier  to  liberty ;  but  it  has  unfortunately  been  the  channel 
•f  corruption,  fadion,  and  confufien*.   The  Poles  imagined, 

«  Havtevillb,  c,  XV.  *  IdtiWd. 
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that  by  this  regulation  they  (hould  ever  prevent  the  croWit 
frqm  gaining  too  great  an  afcendant ;  for  though  it  was  pof* 
fible  to  ohtain  a  majority,  it  was  not  at  all  probable  the  royal 
influence  (hould  ever  be  able  to  bribe  every  individual  of  the 
diet  to  furrender  the  rights  and  interefts  of  his  country* 
Thus,  to  avoid  defpotifm,  they  in  fome  meafure  gave  a  fanc- 
tion  to  anarchy.  Indeed,  fo  fenfible  are  the  Poles  of  the  in- 
conveniences of  their  conftitution,  that  fome  reformations 
have  been  frequently  attempted  ;  and  the  mod  fenfible  of  tbi^ 
nation  acknowledge,  that,  in  almoft  all  their  wars  with  the 
Turks  and  Tartars^  their  prefervation  was  intirely  owing  to 
the  immediate  interpofuion  of  the  Deity,  and  not  to  human 
prudence  or  forefight  *.  Yet,  after  all,  it  muft  be  confeiTed, 
that  a  politic  prince  may  mould  this  turbulent  multitude  agree- 
able to  his  inclinations,  by  foothing,  cajoling,  treating,  arid 
making  pecuniary  prefents,  Befides,  it  is  feldom  that  an  in- 
dividual dares  venture  to  exert  his  privilege  of  denying  his 
aflent  to  what  all  the  other  members  have  voted  ;  the  ftronger 
party  being  fometimcs  extremely  liberal  of  that  moft  con- 
vincing of  all  proofs— a  found  drubbing. 
Diet  of  Besides  the  regular  triennial  great  diets,  the  Polijh  confti- 

fhe  eJec-     tution  requires  that  a  partici\lar  diet  (hould  meet,  on  the  va- 
fj»».  cancy  of  the  throne,  in  a  large  (leld  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

JVarfaw.  Upon  the  death,  depofition,  or  abdication  of  the 
fovereign,  the  chief  power  devolves  on  the  primate,  afch- 
bi(hop  of  Gmfna^  who  iflucs  circular  letters  to  all  the  pro- 
vinces, fummoning  the  diet  to  alTemble  againft  an  appointed 
day.  A  kind  of  booth,  of  prodigious  extent,  is  eredcd,  at 
the  expence  of  the  crown,  to  proteft  the  eleftors  againft  the 
weather;  and  this  they  call,  in  the P^//^  language,  Szopa* 
Deputies  are  eleded,  in  the  ufual  manner,  in  the  petty  pro- 
vincial diets.  A  marechal  is  chofen  by  order  of  the  nobility^ 
who  muft  be  confirmed  by  the  approbation  of  the  fcnate. 
This, preliminary  being  adjufted,  the  fenate  and  nobility  form 
an  afibciation,  which  they  confirm  by  the  moft  folemn  en- 
gagements, to  keep  faft  in  the  fame  intereft  ;  not  to  nominate 
a  king,  until  one  of  the  candidates  hath  obtained  the  una- 
nimous confent;  to  preferve  all  the  rights  and  immunities  of 
the  republic ;  to  declare  whoever  fliall  trefpafs  upori  public 
liberty  an  enemy  to  his  country ;  to  enter  upon  no  engage- 
ments with  any  of  the  candidates,  or  their  amba(radprs,  until 
all  the  abufes,  irregularities,  and  grievances  of  the  republic 
be  fully  redrefled  ;  to  infift  upon  the  repeal  of  all  the  decreed 
of  the  feveral  courts,  and  even  of  the  royal  ftatutes,  that  havfii 

■  Conner's  Hift.  of  Poland,  torn,  ii*  lett.  3. 
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any  tendency  to  encroach  on  public  liberty;  to  proteft  in  fa- 
votrr  of  all  judgments  given  previous  to  the  publication  pf  the 
intcr-regnum,  and  fupporLthe  court  of  juftice  eftabliflied  for 
preferving  order,  enforcing  the  laws,    protedling  the  ftate, 
coining  money,  and  performing  all  the  fundlions  of  the  exe- 
cutive power,  during  the  vacancy  in  the  throne  ;  to  prohibit 
all  ilrangers  from  approaching  the  diet  j  to  forbid  the  carrying 
fire-arms  to  this  eleftoral  affembly  ;  to  oblige  the  principal 
military  officers  to  fwear  fidelity  to  the  ftate ;  to  exert  no  un- 
due influence,  and  to  ufe  the  army  only  againft  the  enemies^ 
of  their  country,  to  defend  the  frontiers,  and  fecure  the  ho- 
nour and  liberty  of  Poland  and  the  great  dutchy  of  Lithuania  ; 
to  oblige  the  officers  likewife  to  fwear  that  they  will  affert  th« 
public  intereft,  in  cafe  of  any  fedition  or  revolt ;  that  they 
will  reftrain  the  foldiers  from  all  violence  ;  and  that  they  will 
receive  money  upon  no  pretence  or  confideration  from  the 
clergy,  laity,  candidates,  or  their  ambaffadors.      They  alfo 
engage  to  oblige  the  officers  not  to  advance  to  the  heart  of 
the  kingdom  with  their  troops ;  not  to  approach  the  diet ;  to 
review  their  forces  in  camp,  and  make  an  exad  mufter;  and 
neither  augment  nor  diminifh  the  army,  but  by  con  fen  t  of  the 
diet.     Laftly,  the  treafiirers  of  the  crown  are  foibid  ifluing 
,  out  money,  without  the  approbation  of  the  primate  and  his 
council,  except  for  the  piay  of  the  army ;  and  the  deputies  of 
certain  cities  refufed  a  feat  in  the  diet,   until   they  have 
proved  their  title. 

When  the  marechal  is  elefted,  and  a  court  of  juftice  of 
kaptur  eftabliifaed,  the  diet  then  enters  upon  bufmefs,  with 
drawing  out  their  bill  of  grievances,  abufes,  and  exorbitances, 
either  with  refpedt  to  the  republic,  or  to  individuals,  which 
they  intend  (hall  be  redreffed.  Then  a  certain  number  of  fe- 
nators  are  deputed  to  th^  army  to  keep  them  (leady,  and  to 
affift  the  generals  with  their  advice.  Senators  and  deputies 
are  appointed  to  take  an  inventory  of  the  crown-treafure  and 
jewels  depoiited  in  the  citadel  of  Cracow^  a  report  of  which 
muft^be  made  to  the  diet.  Eight  fenators  are  then  charged 
with  the  treafure,  and  a  particular  feal  and  key  given  to  each, 
that  none  of  the  keepers  may  have  accefs  fingly.  The  fame- 
form  is  obferved  with  rcfpeft  to  the  crown -revenue,  an  exa6l 
eftimate  of  which  is  given  in  to  the  diet  *, 

DuRiKG  the  feffion  of  the  eledoral  diet,  which  is  limited 
to  fourteen  days  without  prorogation,  all  courts  of  juftice, 
except  the  marechal's,  are  fufpended,  and  private  affairs  of 
property  deferred  until  the  ceremony  of  the  coronation  is  ov^r. 

V 
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foreign'  mmiflerS)  and  a  legate  from  the  pontifF,  ufually  at- 
tend ;  and  the  diet  aiTumes  the  title  6f  fnaji  Jerme  during  this 
feffion,  it  being  veiled  with  all  the  fovereign  powers  of  the 
republic.  Formerly  the  arrival  of  ambailadors  was  notified 
to  the  primate,  who  appointed  them  lodgingjs,  and  Polljh  gen^ 
tlemen  to  infpe6l  their  condud^  under  the  rn^fk  of  doin^ 
them  all  the  duties  of  hcfpitality.  At  prefent  the  diet  ex* 
preiles  lefs  jealoufy,  and  feldom  ooferves  this  precaution.  Stilly 
howevej,  the  utmoft  delicacy  of  condudk  is  required  in  foreign 
minifters ;  and  all  who  had  their  audience  of  leave  before  the 
death  of  the  late  monarch,  are  ordered  by  the  arcbbiihop  of 
Gnefna  to  depart  in  eight  days  *. 

The  next  proceeding  is  to  give  audience  to  theplenipo* 
tentiaries  of  foreign  powers,  and  the  advocates  of  the  candid 
dates  to  the  crown.  The  pope's  legate  is  honoured  with  the 
firft  notice,  as  being  the  rcprefentative  of  Chrift\  vicar,  the 
fovereign  of  princes.  Next  comes  the  ambaflador  of  his  im* 
perial  majefty,  who  is  fucceeded  by  thofe  of  Francis  and  other 
Catholic  powers ;  Spijin  having  declined,  fince  the  reign  of 

2^ohn  III.  to  fend  a  minifter  to  the  diet.  They  make  their 
arangues  in  Latin^  and  are  anfwered  by  the  primate,  who 
prefides  at  the  fenate,  and  the  nmrechal  of  the  deputies.  In- 
deed, it  is  not  eloquence  and  the  mod  perfuafive  oratory  that 
can  gain  the  efteem  of  a  P^/Jh'dkt :  the  deputies  defire  more 
fubftantial  arguments,  and  expert  that  their  paffion  for  money 
and  wine  (hall  likewife  be  gratified.  Addreis  in  this  particu* 
}ar,  and  in  fccuring  the  interefl:  of  the  clergy,  are  the  chief 
qualities  requifite  in  a  candidate  for  the  crown;  Sind  they 
judge  of  the  difpofition  of  the  mailer  by  the  liberality  of  his 
rcprefentative.  Immediately  before  they  proceed  to  elefljon, 
public  prayers  are  read,  and  the  whole  join  with  one  voice  in 
,  befeeching  that  heaven  will  dired  their  choice,  and  judge  them 

according  to  the  integrity  with  which  they  conduit  themfelves 
in  an  affair  of  fuch  confequence  to  the  republic;  than  which 
nothing  can  be  more  abfurd  and  impious  before  foctign  minif* 
ters,  who  know  that  their  voices  are  purchafed,  and  the  pub- 
lic good  the  leafl  ob)e£l  of  the  diet's  regard.  Next  the  depif- 
ties  of  each  palatinate  give  their  votes  in  particular  rotasy  the 
archbifliop  alone  prefervkig  his  feat.  The  firft  fenator  of 
every  palatinate  numbers  the  votes,  which  afterwards  are 
tranfmitted  in  a  rdl  to  the  nuncio-marecbal.  Should  all  the 
yores  prove  unanimous  in  favour  of  one  candidate,  the  pri-' 
Riftte  or  prefident  demands  thrice,  with  a  loud  voice,  whether 
the  grievances  have  been  redre^d,  and  the^  proclaims  tb<p 

*  I{aVTKvii»U>  p«  l^       fiA$ZQi\j$  ad  Ajeu  16^2. 
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king)  the  marechals  of  the  crown  and  dutchy  obferving  the 
fame  ceremonies.  In  cafe  of  a  cbntefied  election  and  divided 
voices,  the/enate  aflembled  in  a  particular  part  of  the  5i:z^</, 
labour  by  perfuafion,  promifes,  and  menaces,  to  bring  ail 
the  electors  to  one  opinion ;  and  fbould  this  be  found  im- 
pra£licable,  the  majority  is  declared,  and  their  opinion  pailed 
for  a  legitimate  eledion»  notwithftanding  this  is  diametrically 
oppoiite  to  the  fundamental  conftitution.  The  Polijh  hiftory 
atFords  a  variety  of  inftances  of  this  violation  of  the  rights  of 
the  .republic ;  but  the  firft  and  moft  notorious  was  in  th^ 
eIe£lion  of  Stephen  Batori^  prince  of  Tranfylvania.^  The  elec- 
tion of  a  fucceifor  during  the  ^life  of  the  monarch  is  no  left 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  Poland;  yet  an  inftance  of  this  too 
occurs  in  the  reign  of  Sigifmund  I.  who  had  the  addrefa  to 
have  his  fon  nominated  to  the  fucceffion  in  his  own  life- 
time. Foreign  princes  indeed  generally  oppofe  this  breach 
of  the  conftitution,  which  tends  to  exclude  their  right  of 
offering  themfelves  candidates ;  and  in  the  year  1661,  the 
emperor  fent  an  ambailador  to  the  general  diet,  to  oppofe  2t 
meafure  which,  by  ufe,  might  terminate  in  rendering  th^ 
crown  hereditary.  With  refpedl  to  the  candidates,  it  is  nciw 
deemed  a  part  of  the  conftitution,  that  they  (hall  not  be  na* 
tives  of  Poland  or  Lithuania  \  that  they  (hall  not  be  prefent  at 
the  ele£iion  \  that  the  eleded  be  not  an  abfolut<e  neighbouring 
prince ;  that  he  be  unmarried ;  and  that  he  pjrofefs  the  Catholic 
faith,  at  leaft  before  his  coronation.  It  is  imagined,  that  the  fpi- 
rit  of  equality,  which  reigns  among  all  iht rolijh  nobility,  gave 
birth  to  the  law,  that  a  native  Ihould  not  be  raifed  to  the  fo- 
vereignty.  Avarice,  and  the  poverty  of  the  gentry,  probably 
rendered  it  convenient  that  the  candidate  fhould  be  rich  and 
munificent :  however,  almoft  all  thefe  regulations  have  occa-^ 
fionally  been  infringed,  the  religion  of  the  monarch  alone 
excepted.  Upon  the  whole,  it  muft  be  confefled  that  Poland 
niight  derive  confiderable  advantages  by  retaining  in  the  hands 
of  the  republic  the  right  of  eledion,  were  merit  alone  re- 
garded; but  as  this  circumftance  weighs  but  little  with  the 
lufFragans,  the  Poles  feel  all  the  inconveniences,  with  fcarce ' 
any  of  the  reap  advantages  of  their  conftitution  *. 
.  Perhaps  the  moft  rcfpeftable  department,  of  the  Polijh  Thejenate* 
government  is  the  fenate,  compofed  of  the  bifhop^,. palatines, 
caftellans,  and  ten  officers  of  ftate,  who  derive  a  right  from 
their  dignities  of  fitting  in  that  aflfembiy ;  in  all  amounting  to 
one  hundred  and  forty-four  members,  who  are  ftiled  fenators 
of  the  kingdom,  or  counfellors  of  the  ftate,  andhave  the  title 

*  P1ASECIU8,  ad  An.  1633. 
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ti  excellency^  a  dignity  fitppoyted  by  no  pexkfion  or  etnofo^ 
nentB^neceffiniljf  annexed  ^     The  fenate  prefides  otrer  tbt 
la«rs^  fe  tbe  guardian  of  liberty,  the  judge  of  right,  and  the 
pioteflor  of  juftice  and  equity.    The  tneniber»  are  rKxntnaced 
by  the  king,  and  they  take  an  oatb  to  the  repiMic  fctft»fc 
Ibey  are  permitted  to  enter  upon  their  fundrons*     Tbetf  ho* 
IKKirs  cootifMie  for  life :  at  the  general  diet  they  fit  on  tte 
vight  and  left  of  the  Sovereign,  according  to  ^eir  dignity) 
ivi^OQt  regard  to  feiMority.    They  are  the  mediators  between 
fektt  monarch  and  the  fobfe£},  and,  in  cof^unfitoir  with  the 
king,  ratify  ali  the  hrvirs  paffed  by  the  nobtHiy.     The  vahio 
they  put  on  their  dignities  makes  them  de^fe  all  other  ke« 
WKir&:  even  tbe  titles  oiFered  by  the  emperor  liave  been  T9* 
je£ked  by  PtJifh  fanators,  who  thought  their  prefent  dignities 
feperior  to  tha&  of  ptinces  of  the  empire.    '*  We  are  gentle* 
^  laeft  of  PohmL,  ^id  they,  and  have  power  to  treat  of  peace 
*^  and  war  wkli  ouc  monarch :  your  imperial  mnjeiiy  there- 
^^  fore  injures  es,  by  imaf4oing  that  we  ftall  be  niode  greatet 
^  by  the  flioify  title  of  princes  of  the  empire,  than  we  are  ae 
*^  rea>  fenaeers  of  the  republic  6t  Poland**    Sucb  was  tbe 
anfwcr  of  tbe  fenators  who  accompanied  king  Sigifmmd  ro» 
the  empMor,  when  his  PoUJh  majefty  vifited  the  cocnt  of 
Vierma.    ^  a  feniace>e  is  bound  by  oath  to  maintain  the  liber- 
ies ef  the  repnUk,  it  is  thought  nodifrefpeA  tomajeiigr  tha^ 
diey  renaind. the  prioce  of  his  duty.    They  are  \m  counfeitovs,. 
and  this  freedom  of  fpeech  is  an  infeparable  prerogative  of 
theiff  office^    AH  the  biAops  are  fienatQrs,  in  confefosiice  of 
fkeic  epiftopal  fundlioos,  and  they  precede  the  fecufar  rnem^ 
bers.     Fo&indrly  the  biAops  amounted  to  focteeov;  now  they 
are  only  thirteen  in  number,  CamnUc  being  fei£ed  by  the 
TicTib,  and  Stnoknjko  and  Kiovm  bei»g  in  the  hands  of  the 
Mafcovitts  :  fHll,  however,  the  titular  honours  are  netaiaed, 
andeagerly  foughe  after,  becaufe  they  give  alright  to  fit  in^ 
The.privi^  the  fenaee.    The  primate,  aiehbi&op  of  Gnftfna^  fits  at  the 
^ s^-f  au-    head  of  the  (eflate,  and  indeed  is  fecond  only- to- the  monarclf 
^td  to    im  ihe  repi^ic :  tbera  have  been  iiiftances  where  their  ambi* 
ibt  rircht'  tba' firug^kd,  for  an  equality  of  power  and  dignity.    He  is 
tpijc^l    ]{]^^^ifg  apoftolieal  legate^  ex  officio  \  and  pofibfles  fuctr  a  va* 
jun  ton.    j.j^  ^  privileges  as  gives  \ivc&  very  extraordiixary  weight,  not 
Qlily  in  the  ffnate,  bur*  in*  the  eommonwealrhk    It  is^  oapitat 
to»drai^  a  iword^  and  even  tafpeak  irreverentdy  in  his  piefence. 
JD^ttring  the  intet-regnum>  tbe  primate  coins  money,  under 
cenain  reftridtioiis ;  and   has  power  to^  convoke  the  fenate, 
andi  oppofe  tbe^  conduA  of  tfaenionapch,  whenever  he a£t^ 

^  Bu8CHiNG'sNew3yitomof'Geo^pky,  tom.i.  p.  579. 
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fcdfttl^afy  to  tWe  Cohftitution.  His  marechal  is  a  fenatar  and 
caftetiaii  of  the  republic :  the  <:rofs  is  carried  before  him,  or  held 
behind  his  chair^  when  he  fits,  by  an  almoner.  When  the 
prifiiate  vifits  the  king,  he  is  met  at  the  bottom  of  the  ftairs 
of  the  palace  by  the  chamberlain,  or  one  of  the  chief  officers 
of  the  crown.  His  marechal  bows  his  ftafF  only  before  the 
Whg.  Another  great  officer  attends  him  at  the  top  of  the 
fiaifs,  and  eohdu£ts  him  to  the  royal  prefence,  while  the 
king  advances  to  mtet  him  at  the  door.  He  receives  the  vifits 
6f  ambafladors,  without  being  expedled  to  return  their  civi- 
lities: he  is  the  he^d  and  fovereign  of  the  republic  during  a 
vacancy  of  the  thi^bne ;  he  regulates  the  diet  of  election,  if- 
fues  out  writs  for  hdlding  the  petty  and  general  diets,  and  pef- 
forms  divers  Other  ads  of  fov^reignty,  affifted  only  by  the 
feiiate,  the  oiher  m'eihbers  compdfing  rather  his  council  than 
his  colleagues.  It  is  probable  that  the  PoUs  annexed  thefe 
extraordinary  privileges  to  the  dignity  of  the  primate,  rather 
than  to  that  of  any  lay-fenator,  or  officer  of  ftate,  bccaufe 
they  were  fecured  l^  his  facred  prOfeffion  from  his  afpiring  at 
the  crown ;  and  indeed  it  is  obvious,  from  the  court  paid  to 
him  by  the  ambalFadors  of  all  the  candidates  for  the  fovereign* 
ty  of  Poland^  that  they  imagine  he  has  the  principal  diredion 
of  the  diet,  his  negative  alone  being  fufficient  to  render  void 
an  eleiSlidn,  other  Wife  unanin¥ous«  and  the  moft  legitimate. 
Such  are  the  privileges  ^ith  which  this  prelate  is  endowed^ 
both  in  his  fenatorial  aiid  archiepifcopal  capachy  *. 

The  fecular  ihfembers  of  the  fenate  are  forty-fix  in  num- 
ber, including  the  ten  ftate-officers  who  have  feats  in  that 
auguft  aflembly.  Th6  firft  in  rank  are  the  thirty-two  pala- 
tines,  three  caftdlanS,  and  one  ftarofta.  Notwithftanding, 
however,  that  the  palatine  order  is  fuperior  in  rank  to  the 
caftellan,  there  is  oAe  ej^tradrdiqary  exception  in  favour  of 
the  caftellat^  of  Crticowy' vAio  is  the  firft  member  of  the  fecu- 
lar part  of  tbe  fehat^,  to  which  dignity  he  was  elevated  by 
Bolejlaus  III.  in  thte  y^ar  1 163,  in  confequence  of  fome  fignal 
fcrvices  performed  for  that  monarch*  The  fecond  and  third 
places  belong  alt'ernatdy  to  the  palatines  of  Cracow  and  Pof^ 
mania.  It  would  be  unnec^fTary  to  purfue  all  the  inferior  mem« . 
bers  through  their  rights  of  precedency:  fufficient  it  is,  that 
the;  quality  of  caftellan  and  ftarofta  is  in  general  inferior  ta 
that  of  palatme ;  yet  there  are  four  among  the  former  who 
poilEbfs  almoft  the  firft  feats,  as  lay-fenators. 

*  HAarvocH,  lib,  u      Connor,  torn.  ii«     Hauteyille, 
cap.  ]^« 
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Palatines.      Tilt  better  to  elucidate  our  fubfequent  hiftoiy,  we  (haU^ 
in  a  few  words,  defcribe  the  feveral  offices  and  the  powers 
annexed  to  the  dignities  of  palatine,  caftellan,  and  ftaroftsy 
independent  of  their  fenatorial  capacity.    A  palatine  may  be 
Regarded  as  the  governor  of  a  province,  who  levies  and  leads 
the  troops  of  his  own  jurifdi£l:ion  to  join  the  army  of  the  re- 
'      public.     His  civil  power  is  likewife  coniiderable,  as  iie  pre- 
fides  at  the  afiemblies  of  his  palatinate,  rates  the  prices  of  all 
commodities  and  merchandize  in  the  province,  regulates  th& 
weights  and  meafures,  and  judges  and  defends  the  jews  with- 
in his  jurifdidion.    This  part  of  his  function  is  particularly 
fpecified,  that  a  fet  of  men  the  moft  ufeful  and  induftrious  in 
Poland  may  not  be  oppreiled  ;  the  king  being  likewife  obliged, 
by  his  oath,  to  afford  them  the  pr6te6tion  of  the  laws  and  his 
fovereignty.     Under  him  is  appointed  a  fubftitute,  or  vice- 
palatine,  who  takes  an  oath  to  his  fuperior,  and  mufi  be  pof- 
fefled  of  a  land-eftate  to  a  certain  value. 
Cqftellans,      As  to  the  caCiellans,  they  are  likewife  divided  into  the 
great  and  fub-caftellans,  the  former  amounting  to  thirty-two, 
and  the  latter  to  forty- nine  in  number.    They  adi  as  fenators, 
as  lieutenants,  or  as  deputies  of  the  palatines,  and  heads  of 
the<nobiIity  within  their  refpe£tive  jurifdiftions.     In  war  they 
command  a  certain  portion  of  the  provincial  forces :  hence 
they  derive  their  names,  and  not  from  the  Latin  word  cajiella- 
nus,  as  the  affinity  would  feem  to  indicate. 
Starofias.        Starostas  are  military  officers  of  certain  diftri£ls,  either 
with  or  without  civil  jurifdiftion.     Thofe  who  have  any  ju- 
rifdidion  are  governors  of  fortrefles  and  royal  cities,  who  hold 
leiler  courts  every  fortnight,  and  greater  once  in  fix  weeks. 
Their  jurifdidion  extends  equally  over  the  gentry  and  pea- 
fants  within  certain  precinds :  they  are  charged  with  levying 
the  king's  revenue,  and  dedudt  a  fourth  for  their  falary.  They 
have  judges,  clerks,  and  bailiffs,  fubje£l:  to  their  orders,  to 
'  enforce  juftice,  in  cafe  of  refiftance.     The  flaroflas  without 
jurifdi£):ion  have  fome  peculiar  privileges :  they  z£t  as  limited 
juflices  of  the  peace  in  trivial  affairs ;  but  are  greatly  inferior 
in  dignity  and  power  to  the  former,  who,  beudes  the  rights 
mentioned,  are  the  executive  minifters  of  all  fentences,  fee 
public  executions  performed,  are  the  confervators  of  the  peace, 
and  unite  the  fiindions  of  judges,  juftices,  and  flieriffs,  with 
certain  reftriflions  *• 

Though  weiiave  already  defcribed  the  general  chara(5ler 
of  the  Polijh  gentry,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  enter  more  parti- 
cularly on  their  privileges,  in  order  to  convey  a  di(lin£i  idea 
of  the  fitpation  of  this  republic,  and  the  nature  of  her  civil 
government.  The  nobility  or  gentry  pofiefs  all  the  lands  and 
*  Havteyillb,  ap.  x. 
%  offices 
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offices  in  the  kingdom  of  Poland  and  dutchy  of  Lithuania.  Privileges 
The  peafants  are  flaves,  and  the  burghers  regarded  as  mere  of  the  Po- 
inechanics,  who  poffibly  may  poffefs  fome  eftates  in  houfes,  hfh  mbi- 
and  fmall  parcels  of  land  round  the  feveral  towns  and  cities ;  "^y* 
but  not  fufficient  to  place  them  upon  an  equality  with  the 
gentry,  who  are  the  guardians  of  all  the  different  departments' 
of  the  ftate,  th^e  protedors  of  the  laws,  the  conftitution,  and 
the  fovereign  ;  who  beftow  the  crown  and  fceptre  upon  whom 
they  think  proper;  who   appoint  counfellors   to  the  king, 
frame  their  own  laws,  and  determine  the  degree  of  obedience 
which  they  owe  to  the  prince,  and  the  reciprocal  duties  they 
are  to  expedl.    They  are,  in  fail,  like  the  freeholders  of  Great 
Britain^  who,  being  too  numerous  to  aflemble  in  one  body, 
devolve  their  rights  upon  a  certain  number  of  reprefentatives, 
whofe  condufl  they  may  limit  by  inftru6iions.     This  is  a  de- 
gree of  importance  to  which  no  foreigner  can  ever  attain,  let 
his  fervices  be  ever  fo  confiderable.     He  is  deprived  the  bene- 
fit of  ever  becoming  a  landholder ;  nor  can  he  even  rife  in  the 
army  above  the  rank  of  major-general,  and  colonel  of  a  re- 
giment, except  by  the  decree  of  naturalization,  which  like- 
wife  is  clogged  with  a  variety  of  reftridions  (A.) 

The  Polijh  gentry  arc  warlike  by  inclination ;  y;et  they 
cultivate  peace  with  the  neighbouring  powers  from  views  of 
policy.  Their  frontier  lies  expofed,  the  whole  kingdom  is 
naked  of  fortrefies  and  towns  of  ftrength,  and  might  there- 
fore become  an  eafy  prey  to  an  afpiring  potentate  in  the  vici- 
nity, of  the  republic.  When  fuch  events  happen,  the  king 
affembles  the  pofpolite^  or  Polijh  gentry,  by  circular  letters,  to 
oppofe  the  enemy;  but  unhappily  the  conftitution  requires 
that  three  fuch  circular  letters  fliall  be  fent,  at  ftated  periods, 
to  each  palatinate,  before  which  time  the  enemy  may  poffibly 
over-run  the  kingdom.  The  landholder  U  exempted  from 
the  public  fervice,  unless  he  be  the  chancellor  oi  ftarofta  of 
frontier  places.  The  pofpottte  is  not  obliged  to  march  above 
three  leagues  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Polijh  dominions ;  nor 
can  the  nobility  be  legally  compelled  to  remain  in  arms  above 
fix  weeks  at  a  time,  whence  refult  manifold  incpnveniences. 
It  is  likewife  obfervable,  that  during  this  (late  of  hoftile  pre- 
paration, an  iatire  flop  is  put  to  the  courfe  of  juftice,  all  tri- 
bunals are  (hut  up,  and  every  cafe,  whether  criminal  or  civil, 
whether  relative  to  life  or  to  property,  muft  be  deferred  until 
the  diflblution  of  the  pojpolite.  Thefe  are  defers  in  the  Po^ 
li/h  conftitution  too  obvious  to  require  animadverfion  ;  but  yet 
there  is  fcarce  a  poffibility  of  removing  them  without  pro- 

(A)  Count  Brul?l,  a  Saxon  officer^  affords  a  living  infbince  of 
the  breach  of  this  law. 
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ducing  greater  enormities,  except  by  new-modellifig  the  ^yhpl^ 
copftitution*. 

Nothing  can  have  a  more  formidable  appeaj-^ppe  ^b^p 
this  army  of  military  nobility,  fighting,  pro  arts  i^ffocisy  fqr 
religion,  liberty,  property,  ^nd  life,  not  lil^e  hlfejings  ^hp 
let  out  their  bodies  at  a  certain  price  to  the  government^ 
either  to  oppofe  the  enemies  of  the  kingdoipj  or  itr^f^plp 
upon  the  liberties  of  th?  people,  juft  as  they  are  ordered  by  ap 
ambitious  monarch  i  but  i\iQ  pjpolite  want  difcipUpe  to  di- 
re6l  and  regulate  their  ftrength  ami  valour.  They  are  amounted 
on  horieback,  and  generally  form  only  a  tumnUuoijs  body, 
difficult  to  lefift  at  the  firft  onfet ;  but,  if  once  broken,  eafiLy 
overthrown.  Of  this  yiQ  ihall  fpeak  more  minutely,  when 
we  come  to  treat  of  the  arpiy  of  Poland^  and  the  lyiilitary 
power  of  the  republic.  • 

It  is  ?he  privilege  of  thp  Polijh  gentry  not  to  marph  agai«ft 
the  enemy  at  the  command  oi  the  fqvereign,  ui^til  he  has 
redreffed  all  the  grievances  of  which  they  coppplain  ;  and  it  is 
not  uncommon  for  them  to  (ei2^e  occafions  of  the  greateft 
public  danger  for  piefenting  remonftrapces  {p  the  thrpne* 
They  claim  sinoiher  privilege,  attended  with,  equal  ba^  con;- 
^qjnences,  A  PoliJI)  gentlemap  canpot  hf  arrefted  upon  the 
moft  heipous  and  grobable  apcufation.  He  pfiuift  f^rft  t|f  cited 
to  a  tribunal :  if  he  refufcs  to  obey  the  fummpps,  he  is  de- 
clared coniumacious  j  if  be  appears,  apd  is  convi^fd,  he  \% 
then  arrefted,  imprifoned,  g^rid  aifter^ard^  tried  m(>]^p  legally 
and  formally.  Thus,  fliould  he  \ti,  copfcipus,  of  hi^  gvUt, 
^the  greatefl  risk  he  runs  is  the  be^ng  declared  contumacious, 
in  coufequence  pf  his.  po^  paying  t^e  proper  T{^g%x^,  to  th^ 
Citatiop.  Tfhere  have  beep  occafions,  however,  \9)^^^  this 
privilege  hat^  been  iilfringed  ;  and  M.  Ihutmlk  relatfis,  th^| 
ne  vvas  witnefe  tp  an  inilance  of  this  nature,  thpugh  he  fey| 
the  cripjie  was  fo  beiqpus  t\iat  the  mobility  CQ\ild  npt,  ^ithpu( 
fhan[ie,  ^void  vy^aving  th|eir  privilege  ^. 

WH>\TEVf R  appearance  pf  inj^ftlce  ^his  p^rt  of  the  cqi;^- 
fiitution  may  have,  ^here  is  another  privilege  attached  to  th^ 
ranlf:  of  a  PoljJ}^  gep^lepfian  ftiJllj  m.pre  grievous  to  i^h^e  national 
find  deftriK^^ive  of  (he  firft  and  fjmp^^R  principles  of  equ^tyj^ 
of  natural  right,  a.nd  the  doSrinfs  of  ^brii^ianity  :  vj^e  me^if 
the  abfotute  and  d^Cpptic  authority  with  which  every  gentle- 
p?an  is  ve0ed  over  his  vaflals  arid  peafants.  They  have  th^ 
power  of  life  and  property  i,n  their  h.ands,  wh^c^^  they  fbm.e- 
^mes  abufe  in  a  manner  the  mpfl:  grofs  and  wanton,  reducing 
thilj  unhippy  of der  of  peppte  ^o  a>  ftate  fcarc?  above  th?  brut^ 

a  C«HNPR>  p-  S5?  6l>  j5?,  ^  Hautv.  p.  79,  119. 
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creatiQi).  Their  wives  and  daughters  are  expofed  to  th<J  mpfl: 
brutal  ufage  from  a  drunken  or  lafcivious  mafter,  without  pre- 
fuming  to  maike  the  leaft  refiftance,  or  expreiS  the  fmalleft  re- 
fehtment*  But  we  (hall  drop  a  fubject  fo  (hocking  to  huniia- 
.nity»  to  take  notice  of  one  more  confiderable  privilege  claimed 
by  the  P^/i*  gentry  (A).  It  is,  that  noVoldier  or  officer  of 
the  army  can  be  quartered  upon  them  ;  and  (hould  any  of  the 
mUitary  gentlemen  attempt  to  violate  this  privilege,  heis  fum- 
kxioned  before  the  firft  general  diet,  and  condemned  to  death, 
or  at  leaft  infamy,  being  deprived  the  benefit  of  ever  acquiring 
a  vote,  or  holding  any  office  or  employment.    Such  are  the 


±$ 


(A)  M.^^a//«i////^  relates,  that 
a  gentleman,  who  is  defirous  of 
cultivating  a  certain  piece  of 
land,  builds  a  little  wooden 
iioafe,  in  which  he  fettles  a  pea- 
fant  and  his  family,  giving  him 
a  Gow,  two  hor&s,  a  certajn 
number  gf  hens,  geefe,  feTr.  and 
a  fmall  quantity  of  rye,  tomain> 
tain  him  for  the  firH  year,  and 
to  improve  for  his  own  future 
fubfiflence,  and  the  benefit  of 
bis  lord.  In  return,  he  obliges 
him  to  till  ai  certain  quantity  of 
land,  and  to  piy  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  live  animals  out  of  the 
produce  of  the  original  ftock. 
la  the  aatumn  all  the  peasants 
9are  employed  in  cuitiog  down 
and  reaping  the  mailer's  har- 
veil,  who  appoints  overfeers  to 
reward  the  diligent,  and  puniih 
with  flripes  the  indolent.  Pil- 
lories  are  ere£led  in  tw^ry  vil- 
lage, on  which  thefe  wretched 
beings  arc  frequently  obliged  to 
ftand  for  a  whole  day  for  crimes 
very  trivial  in  their  nature.  One 
Heffing,  however,  attends  the 
unhii^py  fituation  of  the  Foltfh 

C!aiant8,  whiclh  is  their  infeoli- 
Itty^  fiorn  (laves,  and  VZ" 
Cttftoaied  to  ha^dfliips  aad  fe- 
vere  labour  from  theiir  infancy, 
they  icarce  entertain  an  idea  of 


better  circumilances  and  mofe 
liberty.  They  regard  their  mat- 
ters as  a  fuperior  order  of  be- 
ings, and  hardly  ever  repine  At 
that  fevere  lot  which  has  de- 
prived them  of  all  the  coitifixCi 
of  life,  ia  order  to  heap  them 
on  a  cruel,  defpotic,  and  Miie 
worthy  tyrant.  They  feldom 
want  for  provifions,  and  they 
reckon  that  a  man  can  never 
be  very  wretched  while  he  can 
eat.  A  total  want  of  fenfiment, 
and  of  the  enjoyments  of  the 
mind,  prevails  through  thewhole 
order,  as  if  Providence  had  wife- 
ly mixed  the  flu  pifying  (|rop,  t6 
render  more  tolerable  the  naol(»- 
Qus  draught  of  fervitude.  The 
peafant  children  are  bred  up 
like  the  young  of  the  brute 
creation  ;  and  it  is  indeed  con- 
fidently reported,  that  they  are 
frequently  fuckled  by  bears  in 
the  woods.  Until  they  are  four 
or  fix  years  of  age,  they  g6 
naked  as  when  they  were  born, 
are  wafhed  almoil:  every  day  ia 
cold  water,  without  regard  fd 
the  ^rafon  of  the  year ;  and  Mi 
Haia^vtlk  relates,  that  he  hadi 
freqaendy  feea  them  playing 
naked  upon  the  ice,  without 
their  parents  apprehending  aay 
bad  confequences  (i). 


(i)  HauUmUt,  (,  xxii.  &  fajfim, 
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^  immunities  of  the  PoUJh  gentry,  fome  of  which  they  ought 
to  furrender  from  a  regard  to  the  dignity  of  |iuman  natiire, 
and  compafSon  for  the  fpecies.  That  is  but  a  wretched  au- 
thority that  extends  only  over  the  moft  abje£l  flaves  *. 

We  have  obferved,  that  every  Polijh  gentleman  muft  be 
poflefled  of  a  landed  property,  or  a  (hare  in  the  falt-worlcs, 
or  the  revenues  of  the  port  of  Danizic^  which  is  attended 
with  equivalent  advantage  to  an  adlual  eftate  in  land.  In 
general,  the  Polijh  eftates  are  royal,  ecclefiaftical,  or  patri- 
monial. I'he  greater  number,  and  indeed  the  moft  confi- 
derable,  confift  in  ftarofties,  which  muft  be  given  away  by 
the  crown  fix  months  after  a  vacancy,  without  the  fovereign's 
being  able  to  appropriate  the  revenues  to  himfelf  a  fmgle  day 
longer.  They  are  regarded  as  the  rights  of  old  military  of- 
ficers, and  the  rewards  of  their  long  and  faithful  fervices,  a9 
the  word  ftarofty  old  age,  imports.  Each  ftarofta  pays  a 
fourth  of  his  revenue  to  the  republic;  but,  with  good  intereft 
at  court,  may  fecure  the  reverfion  of  his  ftaroftie  to  his  wife 
and  family.  Ecclefiaftic  eftates  confift  of  benefices,  bifhop- 
rics,  abbecies,  priories,  canonries,  curacies,  and  all  the  land 
pofiefled  by  the  regular  clergy,  to  a  vaft  extent.  Some  of  the 
biflioprics  exceed  one  hundred  thoufand  livres  yearly :  an  im- 
menfe  fum  of  money  in  a  country  that  does  not  abound  in 
fpecie.  As  to  the  patrimonial  eftates,  thefe  compofe  the  real 
folid  wealth  of  the  Polijh  gentry,  becaufe  they  are  intirely  in« 
dependent  on  the  court,  and  defcend  by  inheritance  from  ge- 
neration to  generation.'  They  confift  of  lands,  houfes,  towns, 
villages,  woods,  and  efpecially  peafants,  which  are  valued,  as 
in  our  colonies,  at  fo  much  a  head,  according  to  their  age, 
ftrength,  conftitution,  and  capacity.  In  general,  they  are 
reckoned  worth  a  hundred  livres  each  yearly  to  the  mafter, 
and  have  only  one  chance  for  becoming  free,  by  entering 
into  orders,  and  enrolling  themfelves  in  the  long  catalogue  of 
priefts  and  friars  3  to  incitle  them  to  which  a  flender  portion 
of  learning  is  required.  It  is  the  intereft  of  the  mafter  to 
diiqualify  them  early  from  a  funftion  which  would  deftroy 
fo  much  of  his  property  :  with  this  view,  therefore,  he  obliges 
his  peafants  to  marry  at  an  early  age,  and  by  this  me^ns  not 
only  preferves  but  increafes  his  wealth,  by  the  multiplication 
of  the  fpecies.  It  is  not  cudomary  in  Poland  to  leafe  out 
farms  and  eftates  for  a  certain  annual  rent  in  money,  except 
fhofe  of  beer,  brandy,  and  public  inns  and  taverns.  All  other 
rents  are  paid  in  corn,  filh,  poultry,  and  cattle,  which  the 
peafants  rear  up  with  the  utmoft  care,  being  anfwerable  to 
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the  mafter  for  every  lofs  that  might  poffibly  be  attributed  to 
negligence.  Upon  every  manor  a  podftarojia^  or  inferior 
gentlemari,  officiates  as  fteward  on  the  eftate,  and  collects 
the  corn,  cattle,  and  other  rents,  part  of  which  he  fends 
to  his  mailer's  kitchen,  and  difpofes  of  the  reft,  for  which 
he  is  accountable  to  the  landholder.  From  this  it  appears 
how  difficult  it  is  to  afcertain  the  yearly  revenue  of  P^/i7«^, 
or  of  any  individual.  We  fliall  therefore  only  obferve,  that 
fbme  of  the  nobility  are  reputed  to  poiTefs  an  annual  income 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  crowns,  with  which  they 
have  attended  the  diets  with  a  train  of  a  thoufand  perfon$» 
and  have  maintained  occafionally,  for  the  fervice  of  the  go- 
vernment, a  corps  of  three  thoufand  able  bodied  men  ^. 

One  of  the  mofl  extraordinary  parts  of  the  Polift)  con-  Qf  fi^ 
fiitution  is  the  manner  of  raifing  and  maintaining  an  army,  Polifh 
which  has  nothing  fimilar  in  any  civilized  flate  on  the  face  arny. 
of  the  'globe.  In  the  infancy  of  the  Polijh  government,  the 
people  were  rather  forced  by  an  arbitrary  power  than  direfted 
by  indulgent  laws,  to  defend  their  country  and  extend  their 
frontier.  Since  the  reign  of  ^^Mawj  III.  every  palatinate  and 
diflri<ft  hath  been  obliged  to  'raile  a  certain  number  of  horfe 
for  the  public  fervice,  and  every  town  and  city  a  company 
of  a  flated  number  of  men,  to  be  ready  at  the  fliortefl  no- 
tice, with  their  provifions  and  ammunition.  We  have  al- 
ready mentioned  the  time  allowed  to  the  palatine  to  get 
his  troops  in  readinefs  :  this  is  what  is  termed  the  pofpoUte 
or  militia  of  Poland^  afTembled  at  an  appointed  place  to  obey 
the  commands  of  the  king,  affifted  by  his  fenate  or  counr 
cil.  Originally  Poland  was  an  open  country  as  at  prefent, 
without  caflles,  fortrefTes,  or  places  of  flrength.  In  courfe 
of  time  the  government  ordered  fortifications  to  be  ereded 
in  the  cities,  to  oppofe  the  incurfions  of  the  enemy.  They 
were  fubjedl:  to  royal  authority,  and  defended  by  regular  well 
appointed  garrifbns.  This  it  was  found  flrengthened  the 
hands  of  the  monarch,  and  compofed  a  kind  of  {landing 
army,  with  which  fome  ambitious  prince  might  deflroy  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  The  citadels  and  fortifications  were 
therefofe  neglected,  and  fome  of  them  demolilhed  :  they 
were  then  ufurped  by  neighbouring  lords,  who  by  this  means 
extended  their  authority  over  burghers  and  citizens,  as  well 
as  over  the  peafants  on  their  own  eftates.  Governors  and 
garrifons  were  fometimes  kept  up  by  the  government ;  but  as 
the  governors  were  generally  chofen  out  of  the  neighbouring 
nobility,  they  applied  the  revenues  to  their  own  purpofes, 

^  Id.  ibid.     Hautkvillb,  c.  xxii.  . 

and 


^  The  Hipry  of  Poland. 

gnj  fMiF«r^d  tb?  garrifons  to  make  excurfions  for  their  m^ui^ 
leaanc^  into  the  adjacent  country  *".  This  w»s  the  pra£tic^ 
in  jhe  fevv  reoiaining  fortrefles  in  Poland^  from  which  the 
garrifons  were  frequemly  abfent  aU)ve  half  the  year ;  fo  that 
in  fail  Poland  is  intirely  an  open  country,  liable  to  be  ov^- 
yyp  vyithout  rcfiftance  by  an  enterprifing  and  rapid  eneniyy 
as  was  ajjparent  in  the  laft  general  war  with  Sweden*  Thefe 
are  evils  which  the  government  cannot  remedy,  becaufe  they 
gfFe£l  che  intereft  of  the  body  of  gentry  in  general,  who  com* 
pofe  the  bulk  of  the  legiflature. 

WiigN  upon  any  prcfling  emergency  circular  letters  ar^ 
difpat^hcd  to  the  palatines,  all  landed  gentry  able  to  bear 
arms,  are  obliged  to  attend  the  orders  of  the  government  j 
all  geotlemei)  who  live  in  cities  or  towns  upon  the  intereft  of 
monpy  \  dll  tenants  who  hai^  procured  leafes  for  a  term  of 
years  (4  thing  extremely  rare  in  Poland-,]  all  the  king^s  tcr 
|i^pts4  the  ecclefiaftieal  fcidets^  or  advocates  in  the  fpiritu^I 
frourts  :  and  in  cafe's  of  imminent  danger,  all  citizens  in  ge- 
neral, and  ev^^n  the  gentry  imprifoned  for  high  crimes  and 
inifdenieanors,  are  difmiffed  to  attend  the  pofpalitCy  being 
l«)i4nd  afterwards  to  return  to' their  confinement,  to  ilaod 
fri^l,  arid  fuQer  the  juft  punifhment  of  their  crimes,  unle6 
they  h^ve  merited  pardon  by  fome  fignal  a£is  of  Valour  an4 
gr\!lantiy  in  the  fervice  of  their  country. 

At  preftnt  xhe  pofpoiite  is  entirely  compofed  of  cavalry; 
formerly  every  twentieth  peafant  was  armed  with  a  long 
guti,  9  fcymetar,  and  a  pole  a^e,  as  a  foot  foldier  ;  and  now 
there  h  a  fmall  body  of  infantry  raifed  occafionally^  though 
Iqldam  applied  tQ  any  ufeful  purpofe.  This  foot  corps  is 
f^ifed  at  |he  ex  pence  of  citizens  worth  four  thoufand  florins  ; 
|>V»rghers  mpre  wealthy  being  obliged  by  the  conftitution  to 
(ind  a  hcrfgrn^n  completely  armed.  In  the  great  dutchyof 
J^Uhmnia^  the  clergy  are  obliged  to  fit  out  a  number  of  men, 
in  prppqrtion  to  their  temporal  and  fpiritual  poffeffions  ;  but 
only  the  temporal  eftates  of  the  clergy  are  (ub]e(9:ed  in  Po-^ 
Ipivd.  Perfons  poffeffing  eftates  in  difi:erent  palatines,  are 
<?blige4  to  appear  only  in  beh^ilf  of  one  manor.  The  poorer 
getxtry  may  cither  apjpear  in  perform,  or  fubfcribe  to  equip 
one  hprfeman  for  a  ceriain  number  of  froall  eftates.  Bro- 
thers, who  are  joint  proprietors,  may  depijte  one  perfon  tq 
ueprefent  the  whole  fFaternity.  The  king's  couri  and  re- 
tinue are  exempted  from  pnblic  fervice,  unlcfs  his  majefty 
takes,  upon  him  the  command  of  the  army.  Several  of  th.c. 
QUe^n  s  court  are  Ukewife  exempted  from  talking  the  field. 

^  J^KfLT^fQQH^  lib.  ii,  c.  iii;  iV- 
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xTh?  Rfiqasfe  is  alfo  vcftc4  with  ^  povypr  of  prote£Ung  f 
ceruiq  pumber  of  the  gep^ry  within  \\\%  jurifdidion  froo) 
WP^^FJng  i^  *  n?'}it?nf  capapity ;  ^nd  thjs  priyilege  is  fpiwr 
|i^ps  c}aime4  by  the  bifliop  of  Cracow^  ^nd  other  prieiate^^ 
if  thfir  at^D^aoce  bis  otl^ervrife  reqpired  hij  the  republic* 
§fa^Q^s  l^ft  ip  garrifpns^  and  their  tribunies,  claim  ^n.  e}^ 
epiptjpn  ftopi  fprying  ifi  jbe  field  ;  and  laftly,  tjxe  governor  of 
fhe  citadel  pf  Ipratow, ,  with  his  deputy,  the  biirgraves,  an4 
two  captains  of  foot,  may  refufe  to  obey  the  gener4|  fiimrppi^f 
to  t^e  aims  anc)  march  againft  the  enemy.  Several  palati- 
PS|tes  have,  befides,  peculiar  privileges;  and  in  the  p^atir 
pate  pf  A^ajfovia  fix  brothers,  though  they  (hould  happef^  tp 
|]aye  as  m^ny  (jiftin<9;  eftates,  fend  but  one  reprefentat^ve  fp 
join  xh&  pfpoHu. 

The  numbers  that  appear  at  the  general  rendezvous  of 
the  i^ilitia  of  Palqnd  are  formidable.  Bojk^^  a  writjcr  of  tb^J 
pquntry,  alledges,  that  in  his  palatinate  only  twp  thoufan^ 
puiraffi^s  and  fpv|r  thoufand  light  horfe  took  the  field  in  thf 
reign  of  B,alffim5\\\,  ^nd  Suirovofcius  relates,  that  j[/Zisi^/^<24tf 
1^  one  hundred  thoufand  horfe  againft  the  knights  of  thp 
^ei^iomc  order,  befides  great  numbers  left  for  the  defence  of 
the  provinces.  It  is  certain  indeed  that  Pokrujl  can  9t  this 
d^y  arni  an  ^qual  number  of  hprfemen,  and  the  dutchy  of 
Lithuania  aboye  fixty  thoufand  pavalry,  well  appqinted,  c^^ 
clu(ive  of  infantry,  upon  whjpixi  the  Pdn  place  but  little  i,^ 
piendpnc^.  Starovolfcius  a?i4  Fredro  are  both  of  opinion  th^  * 
P^ii^u^  and  fjithjuama  united  can  fend  twp  hundred  thoqfan^ 
1X1^  againft  the  enemy,  without  depopulating  the  country  ». 

E^^CLusiVE  of  this  proc^igious  n^tion^  force,  tl^e  Pa/i/k 
gQyerp(ivent  has  freqi^ently  faken  twenty  qt  thirty  thpufand 
fprf%n  ^u?i(iliaries  into  fervice ;  ^nd  king  Stephen  iti  p^r* 
ticulV  enaployed  fixtecn  thoufand  German  and  Hi^ngarim 
i^erc^nariesj  all  cavalry,  in  his  expedition  again(l  the  Swedes 
to  Livpi^a^  We  have  ^Uea,dy  menciooed  the  manner  of  af--, 
fcmbling  the  pofpolii^^  by  circular  letters  fraq;i  the  king  tp. 
ti^^  palatipes ;  it  i§  fu%i^nt  to  obferve  in  thip  pjap?*.  tb;^ 
th^e  PoliJk  g?ntry  ^(e  anni^aljy  mul^ered  and.  rcgiftesfc^  %- 
p/op^r  o^c^rs,  in  ord^r  |o  inform  (he  crovt^n  what  ftreogtE, 
c^  ^e  di;a.vy^  fprth  OA  critical  jun£i;ures.  It  is  hov^fevejf 
equally  difficult  Iq  g^t  the  p^ij^lite  u^der  arms,  and  after- 
ward? to,  maik^  them  wiejd  th«?m  with  dif<?ipl,ine,  obedju^n^e^^. 
^  die  ne^^ff^jy  reg^4  to  fubprdii^atiojn.  %\J^ty  ipwn  h^r 
j^yes  l^felf  qi^i^id  fpr  9  ge^er^j  ^nd  ^f  M^^  ^  aa  ia;« 

^.  CoNtfoi^,  t9iWh  ii-Jibf  YV/^TAi^ovq^a^iva,  a  ^.  lI4^T|l,- 
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dependent  command.  All  are  ambitious  of  being  officers, 
and  none  can  be  brought  to  fuppbrt  with  temper  the  rank 
of  a  private  foldier  ;  whence  proceed  perpetual  plots,  con- 
fpiracies,  and  defertions.  No  magazines  are  ever  formed  for 
the  fubfiftence  of  the  army;  and  hence  it  is  that  tht  PoUJh 
foldiers  are  reduced  to  the  moft  diftreffed  circumftances  in 
every  expedition,  and  the  mbft  important  enterprizes  fre- 
quently relinquifhed  juft  as  they  are  .on  the  brink  of  being 
brought  to  a  happy  iflue. 

The  pofpolite  of  every  palatinate  being  aflembled  at  the 
place  appointed,  they  are  led  by  their  proper  officers  to  the 
general  rendezvous,  where  the  palatines  furrender  their  fe- 
veral  charges  to  the  commander  in  chief.  In  their  march 
they  are  not  to  be  quartered  on  the  gentry,  but  obliged  t6 
encamp  in  the  open  fields.  The  Polijh  nobility  fquander. 
the  bulk  of  their  eftates  in  making  a  magnificent  appearance 
on  thefe  expeditions,  and  furniftiing  themfelves  with  glit- 
tering arms,  fine  horfes,  rich  trappings,  and  elegant  appa- 
rel, as  well  as  in  the  maintenance  of  a  numerous  retinue. 
Frequently  their,  own  fortunes  are  infufficient  to  defray  all 
their  charges,  as  they  recei\'Te  no  pay  for  fome  time,  and 
this  obliges  them  to  fqueeze  and  opprefs  the  wretched  pea- 
fants,  entirely  defpoiling  them  of  the  hard  earned  reward  of 
patience  and  labour.  This  fpecies  of  opprefSon  prevails  thro* 
the  whole  army,  the  fuperior  officer  defrauding  his  inferiors 
of  their  fharc  of  thofe  contributions  levied  upon  the  public 
to  fupply  the  deficiences  of  regular  pay  from  the  govern- 
ment,  and  this  obliges  the  foldiers  to  rob  and  pillage  where-' 
ever  they  happen  to  be  quartered.  Repeated  remonftrances 
have  been  made  to  the  diet  to  remedy  an  evil  fo  grofs  and 
enormous ;  but  they  all  proved  fruitlefs.  .  It  has  been  pro- 
pofed  to  keep  the  army  encamped,  under  ftri<ft  difcipline; 
but  neither  the  temper  of  the  Poles  will  brook  this  military 
fervitude^  nor  does  the  diet  chufe  to  throw  fo  much  power 
into  the  hands  of  a  general,  who  holds  his  commifllon  of  the 
king  as  well  as  the  republic,  and  whofe  intereft  it  is  to  clofe 
in  with  the  meafures  of  the  court.  Thus  the  foldiers  con  - 
rinue  to  rob,  pillage,  and  deftroy  the  country  with  impunity, 
and  without  the  leaft  profpe£l  of  redreis  ;  nor  can  we  avoid 
attributing  the  whole  to  the  mifmanagement  of  the  finances, 
and  the  irregular  manner  in  which  fubfiflence  money  is  if- 
fued  out  to  the  forces.  A  foldier  feldom  is  paid  above  once 
in  the  year,  often  once  in  two  years,  half  of  which  time  he 
lives  upon  his  own  credit  and  addrefs  in  pillaging  and  defraud-  - 
ing  the  peafant,  who  makes  up  for  all  deficiences,  andfufiers  for 
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all  miftabes  in  the  conftUution,  or  mifmanagement  in  the 
adminiftration.      , 

When  pay  is  iffued  out  from  the  trcafury  for  the  ar.my, 
c^^miffioners  are  deputed  by  the  diet  to  regulate  the  divifion> 
.  and  endeavour  to  make  fome  abatement  or  faving  for  the 
government,  or  rather  for  themfelves,  becaufe  they  are  fel- 
dom  accurate  in  their  accounts.  Should  the  government 
happen  to  prove  unufually  remifs  in  advancing  the  arrears, 
then  the  foldiers  enter  into  confederacies,  and  bind  them* 
felveswith  an  oath  to  obtain  juftice.  Having  fent  remon- 
ilrances  to  the  diet,  which  are  poiHbly  negleded,  the  infe- 
rior officers  aflemble  and  form  what  they  call  a  r^i^z  in  the 
Poliflf  language,  or  a  general  defertion  from  the  commander 
in  chief.  They  chufe  out  of.  their  own  number  a  marechal 
and  a  lieutenant,  to  whom  they  fwear  obedience,  until  the 
caufes  of  the  confederacy  are  removed,  and  ^he  army  paid  to 
the  laft  farthing.  The  confequences  are  dreadful ;  the  efr- 
tates  of  the  nobility  are  over-run  and  laid  defolate^  with  all 
the  fury  of  an  enraged  enemy,  and  neceffity  is  made  the  .pre:* 
text  of  the  moft  terrible  diforders  and  {hocking  inhumanities. 
While  a  foreign  enemy  perhaps  is  laying  wafte  the  extremities 
of  the  republic,  the  pofpotite^  her  natural  protestors,  ^e  tear- 
ing her  very  bowels,  and  gnawing  her  vitals.  There  is  in- 
deed a  law  which  renders  thefe  confederacies  capital,  and 
declares  the  eftates  of  all  who  accede  to  them  forfeited ; 
•but  this  is  a  law  which  the  conftitution  has  not  power  to  en- 
force, and  which  would  be  in  itfelf  unneceffary,  were  there 
more  regard  paid  to  the  management  of  the  treafury. 

Another  flagrant  defe£i:  in  the  military  conftitution  of 
Poland  is,  that  the  commander  in  chief  holds  his  ^employ- 
ment  for  life,  and  cannot,  even  for  mifcondud,  be  fuper- 
ieded  by  the  royal  authority,  or  the  power  of  the  repub- 
lic (A)  :  befides,  the  dignity. is  frequently  conferred  on  fome 
powerful  nobleman,  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  art  of  war, 
but  formidable  by  the  number  of  his  dependents :  need  it 
therefore  be  matter  of  furprize  that  the  Polesj  with  all  their 
firength  and  courage,  fhould  meet  with  frequent  defeats  from 
an  enemy  greatly  inferior  in  numbers  and  perfonal  courage, 

(A)  "Dt.Cotmorva his hiftory  of  ever  been   told,  that  the  pala- 

Po/tfwflTalledges,  that  a  new  con-  tines  complained  of  this  as  an 

flitution  paired  in  his  time,  li-  infraction  of  their  rights,  and 

miting  the  duration  of  the  ge-  had  influence  enough  to  have 

neral's   office  to  the  fpace  of  the  general's  commiffidn  placed 

three  years  (i).   We  have  how-  upon  the  antient  footing. 

{i)  Cannery  /,  vi.  f,  iu 

but 
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this  we  may  add,  the  little  regard  paid  to  thd  Qtd€fi  yf  t)fe 
g9^HnMen«  for  amihWirig  itt  a  ter^afih  d^.  9t9fc6  half 
fK^  arrhf  fs  i%toti^  tft  M6  ^a^6  and  tltiie  al^[^me*4;  THt 
iSSicbfs  Stop  in  VkK  i^b'tt  tor^  ^6rfr«(>l  d  iMMff  ifter  fife 
tf  mf  flic^tjld  tia>6  t^ieff  th^  fietd,  iff^  tetttt  l9or6«  ^gSH^BSf- 
fbf^  B2?lf  ^f  ffie  crfmjhfigrr  ft  fin«herf.  I'His  ?*  bfftf  of  flte 
ArtlWfj'^y  fcbrifeejtteftceaf  cjf  that  ffl-dircacd  lihtttf  6f  e»§  P*- 
iP  tfonflMiitfdW,  #h»cft  haWh  fo  bfleh  rendifed  Ae'  «ptfbHt 
atf  pfet  to  W*r  WteiM^s,  Jind  to  »W  b^vh'  fflMft6tt; 

WA  corffif  Ao#  td  ill  moie  p^tHfctftar  tlMctlfkidh  6f  fte 
/'ij^/i^  2trttii%  whhh  H  cntfrtTy  ebrhpbfcd  df  tA^^fy ;  fol  ii 
»f  ,tfrf6  Miiiiiy,  ft  is  ci»td  the  teteig rt  *rhyy  th6t/gh  pttfelf 
*6ffc  ffiiir  half  thte  ttbbp^  may  hatv6  beefif  natfr^es  ofTSldn8: 
WAv6ve^  as  they  receive  their  ordfcrsf  ih  the  (?m»rf;¥  Wnfui^, 
*hd  Ae  j«icf  W  tlfif6  rHnhnet  of  ftat  country,  tWey  M  f<& 
rfarfM  as  auxiliaries.  Tftffe  crfiriky  fs  divided  ihtd  bujjbrtjk 
ifid  idbarfyfx:  the  former  a?6  thtofeA'  riiert  AW  hctffesv 
iWffi  defcnfdca  by  clofe  zxthbui  ;  the  latter  covered  ohiy  W 
i  Bfeilff-t>>ate,  gorged  and  hehnet,  TtAhot^^  fab/e^,  *M 
jaftbliy  airi  th^  arms  of  the  hcrf&rtfifc  ;  afid  ea'ra^fiies,  b6#l*, 
mi  afrow^,  of  the  tavarfyfz  :  the  (t^tti^i  dart  thefr  laAcfti 
aj(  s^  coYjflderable  diftance,  and  if  they  mtfs  theft  aim,  rttdv^t 
aMhr  by  n^^arfs  of  i  fiWt  dofd  Wound  r6und  the  w'rifK'  AH 
lift?  6rf\^a!ry  are  {toclTovcr  witfr  thts  ^tti^tX  ^rfe  arfd  btV^i 
lifi^f  Hi?fe,  and  eloaktd  over  thei¥  armour  ^hki  thfe  ffiih^d^ 
Wflff  B^a<fe,  ro  gTve  them 'a  ficrtre  ap^ranec  aWff  t^i^ 
the  cneitfjf's'  hbtfes,  whoV  unaceutehi^d  to  f6  ocffaoftlmaiy 
if  iJr6fflEafcIe,  cannot  bfe  Blrought'  up  to  tTi)5  charge.  As'  to 
cKFtfiSJ*H|Kthorfe,-  thtey  differ  in  Kttte  elfe  from  the  6ftte* 
trobi^  thlstn  iht  name,  b^hg  armed  Kk^  th'^ih  •wrth  c6a^  6F 
BfiWI,-  hflriieis,  &c.  they  Are  how^v^f  fcnt  upon  all  fora^ntf 
f&eti  ziii  ejtpfediciohs  WKitYi  I'ecjttirt  ^dlerft'y,  BKcaufe  thi^ 
9f€  feft  ihitfuittBefr^  with  baggage  and  equipages.  No  fftthS9 
teiAg  idmttted'  mto  the  camp,  ev6ry  Poit/h  offic^  lU^  V6 
pWH^W6tf  vf«h'  prdvifiott,  attd  whatever  can  be  viraiifed'  irfftti? 
dSHtffe'of  a  cafthpa^igrt,  which  hit  iff  oWigM  tb  cai^r^  a^out  i# 
hff  rinrfl¥bh  sitf  his  own  expehce,-  proVidthg  vi^aggons  ahd'hdifes,* 
without  any  affiftance  from  the  gdvernment. 

Th6VG«  the  gitat  ait  of  War  cohfifts  in-  cilefity,-  a^knb*. 
fcd^  6f  th^  enemy's  motions,  a  perfedl  aequaintahed  vWtfr 
rf^Tituatioh  of  the  country,  and  the  rilotf  pi'6f&und  fecrecy, 
me  Poles  giVe  themfelves  no  trouble  aboiif  tKefe  niatters. 
THey  pay  little  regard  to  opportunity,  feldbm  reconnoitiTe  the 
enemy  6r  the  ground,  and  oftentatioudy  publiOi  all,  their 
defigns  to  the  whole  viforid,-  depMdihg  upon  ftrength  and 

courage. 
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courage^  asid  deipifing  the  thoughts  of  claodeft'^aely  kriMig 
aa  advamagey  which  they  think  reflets  highly  on  the  na-^ 
tional  honour.  Thus  an  expert  and  cunning  enemy  is  cer<^ 
tain  of  vi<^ary  ;  but  it  has  been  the  fortune  of  the  Poles  ta 
have  waged  their  nfoft  bloody  wars  with  nations  as  unflcilfui 
aa  themielves;  with  the  Turks,  Tartan^  stnd  Mufcsvites^ 
who  have  only  of  late  years  ftudied  the  military  art.  Yet 
with  all  thefe  inconveniences^  the  Polijh  cavalry  have  per« 
farmed  prodigies  of  valour  in  a^ion ;  and  we  fhail  fee  ia 
the  fubiequent  hiftory  fmall  parties  of  the  pB/poUte  difperfing 
BumeiQUS  armies  of  Turks^  Tartars^  IVakchiansy  and  Ruf^. 
Jiam. 

To  conclude  this  account  of  the  Polijh  forces^  we  moft 
obierve,  that  when  the  king  does  not  command  in  perfon^ 
mskzt  digphy  devolves  to  the  great  general  of  Poland,  and  hia 
rival  ki  power  the  great  geiieral  of  Lithuania,  each  of  whom 
have  particular  lofty  titles.     The  authority  of  thefe  generals 
IS  mutually  independent  $    they  z&  in  concert,  rather  Uom 
ioclination  than  in  virtue  of  their  inftru£iions.    Each  pofTefTes 
the  entire  conduct  of  his  own  army,  a«)d  may  mafch  where 
be  pleafes  wirhout  confulting.  the  other  \  whence  have  flowed 
manifold  inconveniences.     Their  commifSons  give  no  title 
to  a  voice  in  the  fenate  ;    but  they  are  generally  chofen  out 
of  that  aiTembly)  in  order  to  impart  refpecS):  and  dignity  eer 
the  office..    On  fome  occafions  the  generals  have  been  fe- 
nator^t   9'eat  marechals^  or  great  chancellors,    uniting  all 
the  dignities^  aad  thereby  gaining  a  very  extraordinary  in* 
fiuence  over  the  army.     At  prefent  this  commiffion  h  be- 
flowed  on  palatines  and  caftellans,  who  enjoy  no  court  places^, 
or  offices  in  the  republic     Each  of  the  generals  has  bis  Iteu- 
tepant'general,  who  e^^o^  all  their  power  in  the  abfence  of 
the  iuperior.    Befides  thefe,  the  Polijh  conftitution  requiress 
there  Ih^uld  be  generals  of  the  frontier  guards,  diftin6i  in 
office,,  and' wholly  independent  on  the  farmer,  though  fiibordi'* 
nate  in- rank  and  authority*  They  receive  orders  on^  from  the 
king  and  t&e  diet. .  The  power  of  the  general  of  the  Cof- 
facks  was  eftabJiihed  in  the  year  1661,  aad  remains  the  fame 
at  this  time;    inferior  in  rank  to  the  great  generals,  but 
not  fubjefi  to  their  orders.    Next  in  rank  ftands  the  colonel 
of  the  king's  guards,  who  ufually  takes  the  name  of  genc*^ 
ral ;    and.  neardB:  to  him  in  dignity  is  the  general  of  artillery, 
called  the  great  mafter  of  the  ordinance.    He  is  immediately 
followed  in  rank  by  the  pifzacz  or  intendattt,  the  great  l!an- 
dard  bearer,  the  camp  marechal,  the  captain  of  the  guards         ^ 
or  watch,  and  the  majors  generals,  who  are  immediately 
above  thecolon^s*     We  muft  take  netice  of  two*  officers 

which 
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which  always  attend  the  Polijh  army,  extremely  ufeful  irt 
themfelves,  but  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  the  ^oj^^ZrV^ ;   thefe 
are  a  camp  notary  and  the  rota  magtfter.    The  one  take$ 
every  three  months  an  exad  account  of  the  number  of  troops 
in  the  whole  army,  and  reports  the  deficiencies  in  particu- 
lar corps ;    and  the  other,  being  a  centurion  of  the  frontier 
guards,  fends  the  government  a  faithful  eftimate  of  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  borders,   and  the  forces  left  for  their  defence. 
Upon  the  whole,  the  military  power  of  Poland  is  extremely 
formidable ;    but  it  (lands  at  prefent  upon  fuch  a  footing  as 
renders  all  her  ftrength  contemptible,  and  places  this  nation  in 
the  lowed  rank  in  point  of  difcipline,  knowledge,  ceconomy^ 
and  all  that  conftitutcs  the  art  of  war,  of  any  people  in 
Europe.     This  is  fully  evinced  by  the  prefent  conduS  of  the 
republic,  confcious  of  her  own  inability  to  repel  the  infults 
of  the  contending  northern  powers,  and  fufFering  her  mo-^ 
narch  to  be  ilripped  of  his  hereditary  dominions,  on  the  one 
hand  by  Prujfta^  and  the  Polijh  dominions  to  be  travcrfed 
with  impunity  by  multitudes  of  barbarous  Ruffians  on  the 
other.     In  a  word,  (he  (its  the  tame  fpeftator  of  a  bloody 
conteft,  which  may  one  day  terminate  in  her  fervitude,  by 
permitting  the  czarina  to  gain  a  footing  in  the  empire,  which 
'      ihe  never  could  efFefl,  while  the  Poles  exerted  any  degree  of  that 
fpirit  which  once  eminently  diilinguiflied  the  nation,   and 
compenfated  the  errors  of  thd  conftitutionS 
Religion.        Wh  proceed  now  to  the  religion  of  Poland,  and  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  juflice,  topics  of  at  leaft  as  much  confequence 
as  any  we  have  yet  treated.      In  the  reign  of  Micejlaus  I*, 
about  the  year  964,  the  Poles  were  firft  converted  from  idola- 
try to  the  Chriftian  religion.     St.  Adelhert^  afterwards  arch- 
bi(hop  of  Gnefna^  was  the  great  inftrument  of  this  happy  re- 
volution ;    and  the  arts  of  the  church  of  Rome  have  kept  the 
Polijh  government  fiaft  in  the  intereft  of  the  pontifF  (ince 
that  time,  and  the  moft  ftrenuous  advocates  for  his  fupre- 
macy  and  infallibility.  The  Catholic  do£trines  may  be  termed 
the  national  religion,  as  perfons  of  that   perfuaiion  only  are 
permitted  to  fit  in  the^  fenate,  rife  to  eminence  in  the  ar- 
my, or  prefide  in  the  courts  of  juftice ;    yet  the  govern- 
ment not  only  tolerates,  but  is  bound  to  proteft  Lutherans 
znd  Calvini/isy  JewSy  jtrmenians^  zni  Greeks.    Formely  P^- 
landw2L$  over-run  with  fedlarifts.of  all  denominations,  Huf- 
fites,    Picards,    Arians,    Anabaptifts,  Tritheifts,    Maniche- 
ans,'  Photians,   Ebionites,    Bruni(ls>    Neftorians,  and  Soci- 
nians :    now  thefe  feSs  are  almoft  extingui(hed,  and  Socini- 

»  CoMNORj  Hartkoch>  Sc  Starovols,  paffim. 
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'ilfiifm  fupprcfled  by  th6  government  (A).  The  bulk  of  the 
Proteftants  refide  in  Polijh  Prujfk^  ac  Dantzick^  Elbin^j 
Thortif  and  Marienburgy  where  they  enjoy  privileges  6f 
Which  they  are  deprived  in  all  the  other  provinces.  The 
Poles  gave  them  the  appellation  of  Saxons^  becaufe  Luiher , 
tau^t  in  Saxoftjfy  though  they  fometithes  diftinguiOi  the  Cal- 
vim/is  by  the  name  of  Zhrocoij  from  the  Polifi  word  Zbor, 
fignifying  an  unlawful  aflembly. 

-     Im  Poland  the  monks  are  wealthy,  {jrofligate,  debauched  \ 

in  their  manners,  and  irregular  in  their  morals.  They  are 
-often  feen  drunk,  and  led  from  taverns,  without  apprehend- 
ing any  difgrace.to  the  facred  fundlion,  or  dreading  the  cen- 
fure  of  thdr  fuperiors,  who  themfelves  require  equal  indul- 
gence. Their  fafts  cbnfift  in  abftaining  from  eggs,  milkj 
and  boiled  fifli  at  night :  in  any  other  manner  they  are  per- 
mitted to  eat  that  fpecies  of  food^  which  forms  almoft  the 
wh6Ie  aliment  of  other  Roman  Catholics  on  faft  days.  We 
may  indeed  affirm j  that  though  no  clergy  oh  earth  are  fd  at- 
tached to  the  fee  of  Rome  as  the  Polijby  yet  they  prefer  good 
living  even  to  the  opinion  of  the  pontiff,  and  therefore  very 
prudently  codfihe  their  abftinence  from  animal  food  wholly 
to  the  evening,  believing  that  quite  fufficient  to  their  future 
ialvation.  /  .     " 

As  for  the  (ecular  dergy,  they  admit  of  pluralities,  and 
hold  profitable  benefices  in  the  mod  diftant  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  without  being  ever  fuppofed  to  perform  any  of  the 
duties  of  theit  funftion.  A  carton  gives  two  pence  to  a 
poor  fcbolar  or  a  monk  for  going  through  the  drudgery  of 
prayer  as  his  fubftitute.    Even  the  bilhops  are  fo  negligent 

(A)  The  tnti-trinitarian  doc-  Viath  aftonifliing  rapidity  over 

trincs  of  .this  feft  iprttng  from  the  face  of  the  country.    More 

Fuujius  SodmUfZnBLtiveofStgiH'  than  half  the  nobility  of  the 

;?«  in //a^,  about  the  year  1574,  kingdom  embraced  the  tenets 

andwerefirftbroughtintoPtf/flW  .  of  ^//Vi/&</;    the    palatine   of 

by  Spiciltusy  a  t>utchmany  a.  dif-  Podolia  eredcd  a  printing-houfe, 

dple  of  the  celebrated  £r4/»»«/,  and  founded    an   academy  for 

4a  mafter  in  the  Hebrew^  Greeks  the  ufe  of  the  feft ;    their  cate- 

and  Latin  languages,  and  gene-  chifm  was  publiflied,  and  their 

rally  known  in  hiilory  by  the  boldnefs   at    length  demanded 

nime  of  Fr/V/«/.    It  is  true  bis  the  attention|Of    the   govern- 

dodlrincs,  tho*  fimilar  to  thofe  ment.     In  confequence,    they 

hfSecmuSf  were  not  then  termed  were  expelled  by  John  Cafimir 

Socinianifm,    but  ufually  con-  in  1658,  and  only  three  years 

founded    with    Calvinifm,    in  allowed  them  to  difpofc  of  tbeijr 

which  fenfe  they  were  embraced  e^tes, 
liy  the  monarch,  and  difperfed 
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..about  the  due  execution  of  epifcopal  duties,  that  they  a^ 
forced  to  wink  at  the  enormities  of  their  inferiors.  Wirfi 
all  this  carcleflriefs  *  about  religion,  the  P^&i  put  on  all  tte 
exterior  of  devotion.  The  few  clergy  who  attend  the  duties 
of  their  facred  profeflion  have  all  the  appearance  of  piety  ; 
and  the  laity  make  up  for  every  other  deficiem:y  by  their 
bounty  to  the  church.  They  will  grind  the  face  of  the  po&r 
to  enrich  amonaftery;  cheat,  cozen,  and  defraud,  for  the 
blefiing  of  beautifying  or  enriching  an  altar.  In  thefe  parti- 
culars, Poland  is  now  what  the  more  civilized  nations  .of  £«<- 
rope  were  two  centuries  ago  :  their  adoration  is  paid  ik>C  to 
the  Almighty,  but  to  the  miniders  of  his  holy  word^  whom 
they  regard  as  the  mediatois  between  God  and  man.  The 
prefents  which  have  been  made  to  them  are  immenfe  :  all 
their  churches  are  built  by  donations :  they  are  in  gene- 
ral rich  and  magnificent ;  and  the  Jefutts;  at  Z^^^^A/ havt  a 
chalice  fet  with  jewels,  faid  to  be  wor{b  a  million  of  livi'ee* 
So  zealous  are  the  Poles  in  the  Catholic  faith,  that  they  draw 
their  fwords  at  mafs,  in  teftimony  of  then:  readiaefsto  defend 
their  religion.  Formerly  they  would  not  interoKirry  with  }ie- 
^  jretics,  contrail  any  alliances  vyich  them,  nor  accjspt  of  their 
aiTidance  in  war^  and  the  bi&ops  frelide  in  thfe  fenate  for 
no  other  purpofe  than  to  watch  tliat  no  decree  ihaii  fia^ 
which  is  contrary  to  the  Catholic  dodiriiies  eftabli(hed  by  few. 
As  to  the  erudition  of  tKe  clergy,  it  confifte  entirely  in  that 
fpecies  of  fophiftry  known  by  the  name  of  fchoolrdivmity,  lA 
an  unmeaning  metaphyrKral  jargqm,  and  che  moft  ufelds  logtoal 
diAiixSlions.  The  divines  of  this  country  pi^ue  them&lyes.oii 
adapting  the  metaphyfics  of  Jrijltftle  to  the  doArinesqf  Cferifti* 
anity,  by  which  they  render  the  latter  in  all  refpeiSs  as  pro- 
found and  uninteHigible  as  the  former.  They  pay  no  i^urd 
to  chiirch  htftory^  but  folve  aU  dtfBculiies  by  the  affirma^ 
tions  of  the  Stagyrit€^  and,  the  decifions  of  the  pontiff.  Jft 
a  word,  they  are  ignorant,  dbftioate,  dprrfiotiated,  ftnd  fupc^-^ 
Itttioos  ;  a  mixture  of  pride,  arrogance,  ftupidity,  avarice^ 
and  low  cunning  ^  (B). 

*  Vid.  Aua.  fup.  crrat. 

(B)    No  country  oh    earth  two    infllions,    and    they  ppty 

contains  fuch  a  nuhiber  of  5V^v^  Ififty-lix  thbuland    fix  huhdi-ed 

'   as  Poland^  and  they  are  indeed  and  llxty-iix  rixdollars  yearly^ 

the  only  induftrtotts    body  of  for  the  ptOfeftion  of  the  gO- 

peopie  in  the  kingdom.  Their  vernmfent,  befides  the  general 

number  hath  "been  trotfaputfed  at  impofts  (i). 

r  '      ' 
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•  It  has  been  repeatedly  obferved,  that  the  peafants  are  the  c^mrfs  of 
ihje&  flayes  of  their  lords,  who  hold  coiirts  within  theiry^/V^/ 

i^vcr^l  juriiiiuSions.  Indeed  the  civil  cojurts  are  in  the  haod^ 
of  ^  y.ariety  of  judges.  The  ftaroftas  hold  courts  withia 
the  extent  bf  their  leveral  territories  j  and  every  city  enjoys 
a  privilege  of  giving  judgment  in  certain  cafes.  The  fta- 
rofta's  court  fits  the  moft  conftantly ;  but  the  palatine^ 
inarechal,  and  chancellor  haye  likewife  their  courts ;  and, 
in  truth,  every  gentleman  holds  a  tribunal  of  juftice  upon  his 
bwp  eftajt^e.  Civil  or  criminal  caufes  of  greater  importance, 
9xve  finally  decided  by  the  kinjg^  fenate,  and  diet,  or  the  ge« 
heral  courts  o^  the  nobility,  of  which  there  are  two  for  Fo^  ) 
iand^  and  one  for  the  great  dutchy  of  Lithuania :  the  former 
holding  their  feffions  at  Peotroeoiv  ot  LukUn^  and  the  latter 
at  Mmjk  or  Vilna.  Thefe  couris  are  compoJed  of  a  certain 
hunvber  of  the  clergy  and  laity  of  each  palatinate.  Judg- 
ment is  given  by  a  plurality  of  voices  ^  but  in  matters 
purely  ecdeCaftical,  the  number  of  clergy  muft  be  etjual  td 
that  of  the  laity;  The  lay  members  are  eleSed  every  four 
years,  the  ccclefiaftics  6nce  in  two  yeaiis.  At  Radem  and 
^/fe£7  are  likewife  courts  relative  to  the  finances,  where  all 
matters  of  property  between  the  crown  and  the  fuhje6i  are 
debated;  The  [affaii-s  of  merchants  and  foreigners  come 
before  the  m^rechars  tribunal ;  they  belong  wholly  to  his 
jurifdidion,  and  feldom  are  brought  to  arty  other  court,  tho* 
indeed  the  officers  of  juftice  {hew  fo  barefaced  a  partiality  to 
fW«  againft  ftranges,,  that  it  is  almoft  unneceffary  to  bring 
the  matter  in  drfpute  to  a  legal  trial,  the  event  being  per-  , 
fcftly  -known  before  the  pirties  make  their  appearance  in 
court.  This  co-operates  With  a  variety  of  other  reafons  td  . 
deprefi  induftry,  and  prevent  commerce  from  ever  lifting  up 
litr*head  among  this  ^haughty  indolent  people. 

To  conclude,  the  errprs  of  the  Polijh  conftitution  are 
grofs  and  numerous ;  but  they  are  not  incapable  of  refor- 
mation. Were  the  true  intereft  of  the  kingdom  known,  and 
duly  purfued,  this  republic  might  ftill  become  one  of  the  moft 
formidable  pgwers  in  the  North.  The  revival  of  the  an- 
tient  fpirit  of  the  people,  affifted  by  their  greater  progrefs  in 
fcience  and  the  arts,  would  produce  an  intire  change  ;  one 
able  monarch  or  minifter  might  raife  Poland  from  its  prefent 
idefpicable.fituation,  to  a  very  refpeSable  height  of  power  arid 
authority  in  the  fcale  of  ^i/r<?/>^.  Would  a  fpirited  diet  once 
revoke  the  abfurd  tribunative  power  of  the  liberum  veto ;  were 
ainbitious/oreigners.and  perfidious  fubjedls  cut  off  from  the 
poffibility  of  fruftrating  the  laudable  intentions  of  the  repub- 
lic^ and  oppofing  the  defigns  of  men  who  are  able  and  wil- 
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ling  to  promote  the  ihcereft  of  their  country^  p0laHdvfo\Hi. 
thereby  recover  a  real  adive  governmenr,  be  happy  in  its 
internal  conftttution,  and  refpeflable  in  its  external  policy, 
which  at  prefent  are  the  contempt  and  pity  of  9II  Europe* 


SECT,      II. 

Containing  the  Hiftory  of  the  firft  Clafs  of  Poliffi  Ma- 
narcbsj  from  Lechus  or  Lecht,  to  the  tragical  Death 
of  Popicl. 

A  Passion  for  removing  their  origin  to  the  remoteft  anti- 
^^  quity,  has  involved  the  earlier  ages  of  all  nations  in  fa- 
ble and  ^abfurdity ;  we  have  had  repeated  occafions  to  con- 
firm the  truth  of  this  remark  in  our  hifiory  of  the  northern 
kingdoms,  whofe  annals  were,  for  centuries  entrufied  wholly 
to  oral  tradition,  and  couched  in  the  fongs  and  tales  of  thofe 
bards  and  jhenachiighi  maintained  for  the  pomp  and  amufe- 
ment  of  the  great.  Poland  wants  even  this  feeble  ailiftance  ; 
it  was  not  the  pradice  of  the  country  to  entertain  itinerant 
poets,  and  we  are  obliged  wholly  to  the  neighbouring  fiates 
for  the  imperfed  accounts  tranfmitted  of  the  feries  of  the 
firft  Polljh  monsychs  (A)-  The  writers  of  Denmark  and 
Sweden  refled  cpnfiderable  light  upon  our  fubjed  \  they  are 
ferviceable  in  filling  up  chalhis^  but  not  fufficient  materials 
for  a  complete  and  uninterrupted  thread  of  hiftory.  It  is  to 
Guagmni^  Cromer^  and  Mathew  of  Michoviay  we  are  oblige4 
fot  the  moft  regular  dedudion  of  parrative,  though  they  are 
io  replete  with  fidion«  that  it  is  difficult  to  determine  what 
to  retain  and  what  to  rejed. 

The  firft  fovereigns  of  Poland  were  only  called  dukes, 
or  generals  {duces  in  Latin)  as  if  their  office  was  properly  to 
lead  the  armies  into  the  field.  For  a  great  number  of  years 
the  ceremony  of  coronation,  was  unknown,  aad  Bolejlaus  Cho^ 
hry  is  faid  to  have  been  the  firft  of  the  princes  who  aflumed 
all  the  badges  of  royalty.  Hiftorians  are  unanimous  in 
placing  Lechus  or  Lecht  at  the  head  of  the  Polijh  princes  ^ 
and  to  render  his  pedigree  more  illuftrious,  they  pretend  to 

(A)  The  learned  Pijiorius  hath  compilation  we  are  indebted  for 

colleded  irto  ooe  large  volume,  a  variety  of  fa^s  which  have 

all  the  treatifes  wrote  upon  the  not  been  mentioned  by  any  mo* 

origin  and  remote  hidory  of  the  dern  hiftorians. 


PfiUfi  nation,^  and  to  this  ufefal 
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rail  him  a  linqal  defcendant  from  Japba  the  foti  ofJtfsfth^ 
He  is  faid  to  be  the  founder  of  the  nation ;    and  ibme  wri- 
ters  chink  that  he  migrated,  at  the  head  of  a  numerons  body 
of  men,  fronv  fome  of  the  neighbouring  cojMntries,  and  fet*    ' . 
ded  in  Poland ;    but  all  aHow,  that  both  the  prince  and  his 
people  were  the  defcendants  of  the  Slavi  or  Scahl  *.    To  this  £,edMis. 
day  the  Tartars  call  Poland  th6  kingdom  of  Lechus^  by  which    ^,  p^ 
name  it  is  diftingui(hed  by  a  variety  of  eaftern  nations  (A),      rro. 
Little  more  is  recorded  of  this  prince,  thaii  that  he  founded 
GnJna^  now  the  archbiihop's  fee  ;  and  Pofnan^  the  capital  of 
fofnania*    The  manner  of  his  death,  and  the  name  of  his 
fucceflbr,   are  difputed.     One  writer  alledges^,   that  a  ion 
called  after  his  own  name  fucceeded  to  his  dominions  ;    an* 
other  affirms  *^,  that,  like  Alexander  the  Greats  he  left  his  au- 
thority to  the  moil  deferving  ;    and  a  third  ^  fcruples  not  to 
write  a  kind  of  Vt(Q  of  Fifiimir^  as  the  nephew  and  fucceflbr 
of  Lechus.    We  have  adhered  to  the  laft  as  the  moft  approved 
and  plaufible  opinion,  though  numberlefs  ftories  are  related  . 
of  this  prince  which  favour  ftrongly  of  fable. 

He  is  reported  for  inftance  to  have  extended  his  <^on- Vifcimir. 
quefts  to  the  very  bowels  of  Denmarky  fubduing  provinces  and 
building  cities,  particularly  the  city  Wifmar^  which  he  called 
after  bis  own  name.  Our  author  pufhes  matters  fo  far,  as 
to  defcribe  a  battle  fought  between  Vifcimir  and  the  Dai^ijh 
monarch, ,  in  which,  after  a  bloody  conteft,  viftory  declared 
for  the  former,  and  the  latter  was  taken  prtfoner,  and  car- 
ried iti  triumph  to  Poland.  After  obtaining  his  liberty,  thro* 
the  generofityof  ^l^m/V,  the  D^n^  itiU  thirfted  fotr  revenge^ 

»  Ant.  Univ.  Hift.  vol.  xvii.  ^  QttAov.  apud  Piftor.  torn,  n 
Math.  deMkhov,  ibid»  torn.  H.  Kadlubkeiy  pref.  pag.  d. 
*»  Mat.  de  Michov.  p.  7.  *=  Laurbnt.  Corvin  apudPiftbn 

torn,  iii.  p.  49*  ^  Gvacn.  p.  52, 

{A)  The  learned  German  pro-  be  the  defcendants  of  the  Lazi^ 

feflor  Bufchingi  in  his  New  Syf-  a  people  who  lived  in  the  an* 

tern  of  Geography,  lately  jpub*  tient  Cokhis^   near  the  Pontus 

liflied,  gives  an  account  of  the  Euxinus-;    hence  the  Poles  arq 

origin  of  the  Poles  fomewhat  called  Polazi,  which  he  fallly 

dif^rent,  and  rejects  as  fabu-  ipells  Polacy.    Crofling  feveral 

lous  all  the  dukes  of  Poland  be-  rivers    they  entered  Pofnania^ 

Sott.Piaftusj  though  it  doth  not  arid  fettled  on  the  borders  of 

appear    upon    what   authority,  the  WartUj  while  their  neigh* 

Sarmatla,  he  obferves,  was  an  hours,  the  Zeckh  lettled  on  the  ( 

extenilve  country,  inhabited  by  Elie,   in    the  550th    year   of 

a  variety  of  nations  of  different  Chrifi, 


naoiK.^*    He  fupj^oies  them  to 


D  3  and 


|g  the  Hiftary  nf  T^2aiAi 

^Ad  joining  the  Swides  and  Holjidmrsj  taitchiA  dine^yfof 
Poland^  met  Vifdmir^  gave  battle^  and  wa^  a  feoond  tkne  d6-* 
jfeated,   in  comfequence  of  which  the  Pole$  again  ovtr-ran 
pentfiark^   and    carried  defolation  wherever  they  appetred* 
Vifcimir  befides  l^epl  a  powerful  fleet,  and  in  particular  ono 
large  (hip,  which  prdved  the  terror  and  deftrufticui  of  all  his 
enibmies  :    however,  it  is  remarkable  that  not  a  trace  of  thofe 
wars  is  to  be  met  with,  in  any  of  the  D/712/^hiftoriaiis,  nor  the 
lead  mention  of  a  Pdijh  prifice  of  the  name  of  Viftimir^ 
After  a  long  and  glorious  reigii,  this  hero  refigned  Ins  laA 
breath,  leaving  his  people  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs  and  con- 
fufion,  on  account  of.  the  difputes  that  arofe  about  a  fucceflbr| 
and  whether  the  fame  form  of  government  ihould  becon«» 
tinued. 
^hi  ducal      ALTHOUGft  there  are  ftrong  reafona  for  doubting  whc-« 
gonjern-      ther  the  ducal  government  was  abolifhed  on  the  death  of  Vifi- 
*f^' y*^^"  «Wr,  yet  the  unanimous  voice  of  hiftory  declares,  that  tho 
/*  ^nobility  were  on  tBe  point  of  detfling  a  fovcreign,  when  thi 
y^^ '^^^^^  people,  harraffed  with  the  .wars  carried  on  by  Fifdmir^  op* 
'*J'nt€d.      P^'^fcd  by  his  vj^ories,   and  aimoft  ruined  with  his  con- 
f         *'      quefta,  unanimoufly  derhanded  a  different  form  of  goverit* 
luent^  and  that  they  (hould  no  longer  be  made  the  facri^^ 
of  ambition  and  tyranny.     It  was  e^fy  for  the  nobility  to 
conjeflure  that  they  {hould  be  able  to  profit  by  this  humour  . 
i)t  the  people  j   they  pretended  however  to  yield  relo£^ant^f 
to  their  iblicitations,  and  at  laft  determined  upon  a  mode  of 
ftovernment  which  brought  the  whole  power  into  their  OWQ 
p.ands.    Twelve  palatines  or  vaivods  were  chofen,  and  thi 
^oUJh,  dominions  divided   into  as   many  provinces.     Thefq 
vaivods  aflumed  a  demotic  authbrity  *rithih  their  iS^cral  jufif-: 
diSions,  and  aggravated   the  mifery  cotifequent  on  their  ty- 
ranny, by  perpetual  wars  among  themfelve*,  and  a  feries  ctf 
the  moft  deplorable  civil  diffentions.    The  pe6(3i!e  fqon  pet*' 
ceived  that  they  had  only  changed  one  tyrant  for  a  number  5 
and^  difappoihted  of  the  liberty  whtch  they  expecjli'ed  tmlHer  the 
yfeivods,  they  weVe  eager  to  return  to  the  old  forW  6f  g'o^ 
Vernment,    held   a  gerieral  ^fleitibly  for  this  purpofe;    bui 
couFd  for  a  long  time  come  to  no  agreement^  on  account  of 
ihe  oppofition  rnade  hv  the  palatines,  and  their  ftruggles  tQ 
^be  ducql  t)e  continued  in  thpir  oignitks.     The  people  ho\(vever  detef->> 
gQver.n-:     jrjlned  upon  ele<9:ing  a  prince;    but  the  choice  was  att^kkkc) 
'wntre-     jyitb  a  thoufand  difficulties.    To  feflxarp  order,  to  repel  thp 
fiored.        inva,rions  of  neighbouring  nations^  to  reconquer  the  territories 
■jetted  during  the  late  troiAles  from  the  P^//^  dominions^ 
and  re-eftablifh  the  national  hbnoar,  Required  a  prinae  of  extra- 
grdinary  talents  in  th^  fipid  and  the  cabinet.'    AflTabilityancI 
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"generofltj  were  wanted  to  engage  the  affijaions  of  the  people, 

.  'firtrinefs  and  ftabjlity  of  fentirnent  to  fiipprefs  the  machina- 

<tions  and  plots  pf  the  vaivods,  and  courage  and  a  martial . 

/li>mt  to  check  the  infults  of  foreign  enemies,  and  recover 
all  the  loffes  which  the  commonwealth  had  fuftained.  §o 
many  qualities  are  feldom  found  united  in  the  fame  perfon. 
The  Poks  however  caft  their  eyes  on  Gracus  or  Crocus^  whofe  Cracus  I- 
wealth,  popularity,  and  ability  had  raifed  him  to  the  higheft 
pitch  pf  credit  among  hrs  countrymen.     The  Poks  ^lledgp, 

-that  he  was  a  native  o^  Poland^  and  one  of  the  twelve  vaivods; 
on  the  contrary,  the  Bohemians  Claim  him  as  theirs;  aqd 
they  agree  only  in   deducing  feis  origin   from   t\\t  Romdn 

'€fracchiy  who,  according  to  them,  were  banifbed  into  this 
country  during   the  monarchical  flate  of  the  city.    We  are  / 

Idd  by  Matheuf  of  Michovia  that  he  firft  fignali^ed  him- 
felf  in  a  dreadful  battle  with  the  Francs^  who  had  over- run 
Pannonraj  and  threatened  deftruSion  to  all  the  northern  king- 
doms. Craclis  was  fcarce  featcd  on  his  throne,  when  he 
faifed  an  army,  marched  againft  the  barbarians,  and  after 
one  of  the  moft  obftinate  conflicts  recorded  in  hiftory,  ob- 

*  tained  p,  complete  victory,  .and  drove  the  enemy  out  of  the 

•province.  It  was 'with  the  fpoils  of  x\i^  Francs  that  he  built 
:the  city  Cracow^  which  he  made  his  own  refidence,  and  the 
capital  of  his  dominions.     Cracus  anticipated  every  wifh  of 

'  'his  happy  fubje6ls ;  he  was  always  viaorious  in  war,  arid 
confummately  prudent  in  peace;  he  framed  many  admirable 
laws,  was  the* darling  of  his  people,  arid  the  terror  of  his 
enemies.  Without  extending  his  frontier,  he  rendered  his 
dominions  powerful,  merely  by  dint  of  good  order,  unani- 

'  mity,  and  harmonv,  m  all  the  different  departments  of  the 

■  government.'  At  (aft,  oppreffed  with  years,  and  covered  with 
glory,  he  expired,  or  as  fome  writers  alledge,  was  affalfinated 
.by  a  nobleman  who  afpired  at  the  fovereignty.  It  is  remark- 
able, that  Cracus  ordered  his  remains  to  be  buried  on  the 

'  funwnit  of  a  high  hill  in  fight  of  Cracow^  that  the  inhabitants 
might  always  have  their  founder  in  view,  ,and  cherifli  his 

.memory*  (A). 

CRACUS 

*  Mat.  de  Michov.  in  Colleft.  Piflor.  torn.  ii.  Iib,i.  ^p.  v. 
J)ucLos.  lib.  i.    MicRAL.  1.  ii. 

,  (A)  There  arc  different  opi-  tian  aera,  and  Cracus  tow^ds 
nions  about  th*  period  when  *  the  beginning  of  the  feventh 
tjiis  prince  flourifhed.  Some  century;  while  DugloJ^us  and 
•will  have  it,  t\i2LtLfchus  I.  .lived  Michonjia  place  the  latter  four 
aboet  the  year  550  of  the  Chfif-    hundred  yeari  before  the  birth 
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CracusII.     CK^CUS  left  three  children,  who  fucceeded  by  reg^ul^p 

fuccreilion  to  his  doipinions.    The  reign  of  Crams^  the;  elde^ 

,     -    fon,  W4S  ihort.     He  fell  a  viftim  to  his  brother's  ambition, 

l^cchusll.  j,y  ^hofe  hands  he  periflied.  J^ecbt  or  L^chus^  the  fratricide^ 
was  raifed  to  the  fuprenne^dignity,  by  the  unanimous  voice  pf 
the  people*  who  were  igi^orant  of  the  horrid  crime  he^  had 
committed  ;  but  Providence  did  not  fufFer  him  long  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  his  yillainys  nor  to  hold  the  reins  df  government 
with  thde  hands  that  were  polluted  with  the  blood  pf  his 
lawful  prince  and  fpvereign.  The  nature  of  Cracm^s  Ae9X\x 
was  difcoverpd  by  an  accident;  the  murderer's  own  con- 
fcience  betrayed  him;  he  was  depofed  with  all  poffible  marks 
of  ignominy,  defer^d  by  fociety,  and  fufFered  to  perifli  with 
remorfe  and  grief  in  want  and  obfcurity  \ 

Vanda.  |t  is  a  proof  of  the  attachment  of  the  Poks  to  the  mc- 
fnory  of  the  excellent  Cracus,  that  upon  the  depofition  of 
Lechusy  they  raifed  his  fifter,  and  the  youngeft  child  of  Crtf- 
eusy  to  the  higheft  dignity  in  the  commonwealth.  This  prit|- 
ce{^  indeed  merited  tbp  moft  extraordinary  diftinflipns,  pof- 
(bffing,  in  an  eminept  degree,  all  the  peauty  and  ibftne^ 
of  the  female,  joined  to  manly  fenfe  and  truly  mafculiqe 
(:ourage.  She  was  prudent,  juft,  temperate,  and  eloquent : 
her  affability  fecured  all  the  hearts  which  her  beauty  gained. 
She  reijined  with  glory,  and  her  people  were  enjoving  all 
the  bleffiogs  of  tranqMillity,  and  a  mk  admini^lration,  when 

>  Michov.  ibid,  pag.  ii. 

o^Chrifi.    This  is  a  wide  dif-  give  it  a  place  m   our  text, 

ference;   and,    in  truth,   bpth  uioogh  it  may  be  proper   yn 

chronologies  appear  tq  be  er-  mention  it  in  the  notes.     Ac- 

roneous  ;     for  admitting    tke  cording    to    this    foperftitioas 

former  opinion,  there  would  be  writer,  a  terrible  dragon  \xkft&td 

only  three  reigns,  and  a  fliort  the  neighbourhood  of  Cracow, 

inter-regnum,  to  fill  up  a  pe-  and  i with  his  poifonous  breach 

riod   or    near   two   centuries;  killed    thoufands    of   the   in- 

and  if  we  embrace  the  afTertion  habitants.      A  flratagem  con- 

of  DuglofftHSj    the    chronology  trived  by  Craau  x^di  Boland  of 

will  be  flill  more  defedive,  and  this  monfler.    He  ordered  the 

a  chafm  of  above  a  thoufand  hide  of  an  ox  to  be  filled  with 

years    anneceftarily  introduced  combuflibles,   upon  which  the 

into  the  PcUJh  hiflory.  We  mofl  dragon  feized  as  a  prey,  and  de- 

befides  obferve,  that  all  that  is  vouring  it  greedily,   was  con- 

rclatcd  of  this  prince  by  Gudg-  fumed  by  the  ixe  kindfed  in 

ninij  hath  fo  much  the  air  of  his  bowels  (i), 
the  marvellous,  that  we  cannot 

(i)  Guagn,  />.  55.  towi,  i,  apud,  PiJI$r^ 

Rithogar^ 
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JtiAogar^  a  Teutonic  prince,   fent   ambafladon  to  demand 
ber  in  marriage,  and  to  declare  war  againft  Poland  (hould 
Vanda  reje£l  bis  propofals.    He  was  in  hopes  that  the  terror 
of  bis  arms  would  force  thp  princeis  into  compliance  $    but 
be  was  mift^ken.    Vanday  according  to  fome  htflorians,  had 
rendered  herfelf  incapable  of  enteripg  upon,  the  nuptial  i^atc^ 
by  a  vow  of  perpetual  virginity.     Ocber  writers  alledge,  that 
jbe  was  too  priid^nt  and  too  ambitious  to  (bare  her  authq* 
irity  witb  a  bufband  ;    while  a  third  hiftorian  i$  equally  po&« 
.  rive,  th^t  her  lofty  fpirit  woul^  not  fufFer  her  to  think  of  a 
barbarian,  wbo  bad  prefumed  to  addrefs  her  with  menace^* 
Certain  it  is,  that  (he  prepared  for  war,  aiTembled  an  army, 
animated  ber  troops,  and  in  perfon  led  them  againft  th.e  ene« 
iny,  over  whom  {he  obtained  a  complete  vidlory,  witboiit 
firlking  a  blow.     At  the  head  of  her  army  fhe  harangued 
Rithogar^s  troops  witb  fuch  irrefiftible  eloquence,  that  the  of- 
ficeis^  enchanted  with  the  beauty  of  ber  perfon^  and  the  forco 
of  her  p^rfuafipn,  ref^fed  to  lift  their  hands  againft  fo  amiable 
^  princeis.     Even  the  favage  breads  of  the  foldiers  were 
foftened  into  complacency ;  they  quitted  their  ranks,  and  threw 
down  their  arpas  before  randa^  whom  they  worfhipped  as  a 
divinity.     Rithogar  himfelf  was  ftung  with  remorfej   and* 
yielding  to  the  violent  impreffions  of  defpair  and  ihame, 
plunged  his  fword  in  his  own  bofom.    Having  pardoned  the 
)ioftile  army^  and  difmifled  her  enemies  enraptured  with  h^ 
virtues,  (he  returned  in  triumph  to  Cracowy  to  reap  with  her 
fubje<5b  the  frqits  of  that  tranquillity  which  (he  had  now 
^ftabli())ed  by  the  powerful  influence  of  her  wit  and  beauty. 
Mathew  of  Michovia  alledges,  that,  repenting  of  the  vow  of 
virginity  (he  had  made,  (he  refolved  to  attone  for  it  by  tbie 
(acrificc  of  her  life.     Others  affirm,  that  (he  was  deeply  af- 
fliSed  at  the  unfortunate  end  of  Rithogar^  with  the  elegant 
of  whofe  perfon  (he  was  fmitten,  at  the  very  moiperit  lie 
ftruck  the  fatal  blow,  and  that  in  defpair  (be  flung  herfelf 
from  the  bridge  into  the  IVeiJfeL    All  agree,  that  (he  wa$ 
drowned  ip  this  river;  though  they  diflir  about  the  circum-r 
fiances  which  p^cafioned   this  violent  deaths    From  thi* 
princefs  the  furrounding  country  tpok  the  name  pf  Vandalia^ 
according  to  Michovia ;  though,  if  we  adpit  the  etymology* 
|he  could  not  have  flourifhed  fo  late  as  the  year  750,  the  pe- 
riod afligned  by  the  bulk  of  hiftorian?? 

The  tragical  death  of  the  amiable  Vanda^  and  the  intire 
cxtin^ipn  of  the  family  of  Cracm^  left  the  Poks  a  fecond  rime 

«  GuAONiKi  res  Polon.  p.  56*     Mifhoy.  ibid.     Hi^rbvrt' 
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at  liberty  to  enjoy 'the  fwcets  of  frccdoim,  had  they  underiiood 
•how  to  profit  by  the  opportunity.    They  had  already  pxpcr- 
^ienced  the  confequences  of  divided  power,  and  eleding  a 
number  of  fovereigns;  bat  they  attributed  the  calamities  thev 
^It  more  to  the  mifcondu<5l  of  the  perfons,  than  to  the  fault 
•of  the  conftitution ;  6r^  rather,  they  became  the  dupes  of  the 
fuperior  policy  of  the  ambitious  nobility.    They  deteribined, 
Twehi    -jij  befoi^,  upon  an  ariftocratical  form  of  gOYernment,  choib 
^M'vods.    t^ydve  vaWods,  divided  the  flate  into  as  many  provinces,  and 
'had,  as  before,  caufe  given  them  in  a  ihort  time  of  I'epenting 
that  inftability  of  difpofition  which  induced  them  to  prefer  a 
iworfe  mode  of  government,  only  becaufe  it  was  more  novel- 
'Thevaivods  abufed  their  power:  Pohnd  became  the  theatre 
W  bloody  wars,  and  a  fcene  of  the  moft  grievous  oppreffion. 
'EquaHy  exppfed  to  external  enemies  and  Internal  faflions, 
deftitnte  of  leaders,  of  troops,  and  of  conduit,  the  Peies  had 
.        almoft  fallen  the  viSims  of  their  own  imprudence,  when  Pn- 
Premi-      jniflata^  a  private  foldicr,  delivered  them  from  all  their  mif- 
-  ^'        Wtuncs,  and  was  raifed  to  the  fupreme  dignity,  in  reward  of 
*4iis  extraordinary  fervices.    Poland  was  at  war  with  the  /foa- 
^ariofn  and  Morceuiansy  whofe  numerous  forces  were  oppofed 
'By  a  handful  of  men,  who,  on  the  enemy's  approach,  were 
•ready  to  furrender  at  difcretion.    Premijlausy  whom  fome  call 
LfJizOy  a  goldfmith  by  trade,  refolved  to  fupply  the  wan^  of 
numbers  by  addrefs  and  ftratagcm.     This  hero,  whom  a  na- 
tural intrepidity  of  mind,   and  fertility  of  genius,  joined  to 
'♦owg  experience,  had  formed  for  the  faviour  of  his  country, 
©bferving  that  the  Hungarians  were  wrapped  in  fecurity ;  that 
*fhey  prcfcrved  no  difcipline,  but  lived  carelefi,  as  ii  they  had 
*alreafly  been  conquerors,   aflembled  his  friends,  reprefented 
the  calamities  of  his  c«<untry,  the  neceffity  of  fbme  extraor- 
dinary exertion  of  valour,  and  the  facility  of  gaining  a  com- 
/plete  viftory,  if  they   would   talce  the  refolution  to  attack  * 
the  enemy  unprepared.     To  make  his  corps  appear  more  nu- 
A*  ^*    merous,  he  contrived  helmets  and  breaft-plates  of  the  bark  of 
?S^*      trees,  which  he  daubed  over  with  fome  glittering  paint,  and 
iixed  upon  poles  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  eaftern  fun  (hould 
refleft  upon  them.    Then  dividing  his  band^  he  attacked  the 
enemy  about  dawn,  in  feveral  quarters,  with  the  utmoft  impe- 
tuofity.    The  alarm  immediately  Ipread  through  the  camp, 
that  a  numerous  army  was  advancii^g  :  all  was  in  cenfufion  ; 
fear  deprived  the  Hungarians  of  the  means  of  defence ;  they 
"were  totally  defeated,  prodigious  flaughter  was  made,  and 
viflory  and  the  fovereignty  of  Poland  were  the  rewards  con- 
ferred onPrmiJlaus  for  thisfigqal^proqf  of  his  courage,  conduft, 

an4 


ynd  pfttrbtiftn  (A).  H^  was  n&  foon«r  niM  t0  the  Ta- 
pkieme  lutbority,  than  he  ftudioufly  cultivated  the  arts  of 
peace.  And  the  meam  of  rendering  his  peoj^le  happy :  the  re- 
putation ^  his  warlilet  genius  pfeferved  them  wnindefted  by 
foreign  eneitites  \  but  vf  ith  refpe£l  to  the  duration-of  his  go- 
fet-iiaiem>  find  the  matttier  of  ht^  4eath|  hiftory  is  filent.  We 
only  know,  that  he  died  deeply  regretted,  and  without  iflue ; 
by  which  Poland  once  more  beeame  fi  fcenp  of  confufion  : 
fortune,  however,  prepared  a- raccefier\ 

Sevhral  lords,  of  nearly  equal  merit,  influence,  an4 
power^  afpired  at  the  fovereigmty  s  and  with  their  fa(^ons  and 
contentions  threatened  the  nation  with  a  civil  War.  To  pre-^- 
fsnt  the  Cttlamitdus  e(!e6ls  of  ^  fcene  of  domeftie  dtfcord,  the 
Pvlis  afiembled^  and  unanrmoully  declared  they  (hould  ac^- 
knowledge  him  for  their  pritict  who  fiirpafled  all  the  reft  in 
the  fwiftnefs  of  his  hories.  Antient  hiftory  makes  mention 
pf  a  nation  who  chofe  their  king  by  the  neighing  of  his  horfe. 
The  /W^j  determined  upon^thls  as  the  nioft  cfFefiual  method 
tD  prevent  fraud  i  but  they  were  deceived.  Aftone  pillar  was 
ereded  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  capital,  upon  which 
Were  laid  all  the  badges  of  the  ducat  authority ;  atid  at  the 
fMine  tittle  a  herald  declared  him  fdvereign  who  fbould  firft 
leach  the  goal  from  the  river  Pruderies  whence  the  tompcti- 
tors  were  to  ftart.  A  Polifl)  lord,  named  Lechm^  refolved  to 
ieture  fortune  by  a  ftrat^igem  ;  for  which  parpofe  he  ordered 
iron  fpikes  to  be  driven  all  over  the  courfe,  referving  only  i 
path  for  his  own  horfe.  The  fraudulent  dcfign  was  acci^ 
dentally  difcovered  by  a  young  man,  for  whom  fortune  dc^ 
figned  her  favOi^rs ;  but  he  did  not  immediately  divulge  his 
difcovery,  in  hopes  of  turning  it  to  bis  own  advantage.  The> 
fclay  appointed  for  the  trial  arrived,  and  the  competitors  ftarted ; 
^ut  fooie  were  fuddenly  arretted  in  their  courfe,  as  if  by  the 

f  Mat.  dcMichov.  cap.  vii.  Kb.  ii« 
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.  ^A)  Th«  maimer  of  gaining 
this  viftory  is  varioufly  related. 
One  writer  fays,  that  the  Hun- 
garians^, upon  feeing  rows  of 
pelmets,  miltook  them  for  the 
Toltjh  army,  and  advanced  to 
^ive  battle :  upon  which  Premi- 
jlaus  ordered  thfe  helmets  to  be 
removed,  and  retired  to  a  thick 
wpod  behind;  \yhither  l^e  was 


purfued-  by  the  enemy.  Heip 
their  fuperiority  of  numbers 
could  be  no  advantage  to  them: 
thiey  were  incapable  of  extend* 
ing  their  flanks,  or  forming  re- 
gularly. The  Poles  attackec^ 
them  on  all  quarters  from  con- 
tealed  places,  and  obtained  an 
eafy  and  complete  victory  ( I ).  ^ 


(i)  Utrhttrt  dt  Fulfiin,  f.  xa« 
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<        hgndof  fate ;  others  were  difmounted,  andfcvcrcly  hurt  by  their 
fall  \  while  Leacknochus  alone  fiew  like  lightning  to  the  goal, 
and  was  crowned  amidfl:  the  acclamations  of  the  people.   Juft 
as  this  ceremony  was  performing,  the  peafant,  who  had  dif* 
covered  the  artifice,  had  the  courage  to  oppofe  the  pretenfions 
of  Lecbus.    His  boldnefs,  and  the  confidi^nce  with  which  he 
inftfted  upon  the  fraud,  determined  the  pec^le  to  fufpend  their 
judgment,  and   examine  the  fad,  which  was  found  to  be 
really  as  the  peafant.  had  defcribed.     Refentment  at  the  inr 
iult offered  their  underfiaoding  immediately  took  place  of  ad- 
miration :  they  tore  Lechus  to  pieces,  and  raifed  the  informer 
|o  the  fupreme  dignity  *. 
A*  D*        The  name  of  this  prince  too  was  Lechus :  he  governed  ^prith 
774.     greatfwifdom,  and  the  bappinefs  which  the  people  experienced 
]Lechas      under  his  adminiftration  foon  obliterated  the  memory  of  the 
III*  meannefs  of  his  birth.    Lechusi  however,   never  forgot  that 

be  was  bom  a  peafant ;  and,  in  order  to  fecure  himfelf  from 
the  feducing  attacks  of  pride,  he  caufed  the  defpicable  habit 
he  wor^!,  tefore  the  Poles  vefted  him  with  the  ducal  dignity^ 
to  be  conflantly  carried  before  him  on  all  public  ceremonies* 
His  humility  had  the  defired  effeft :  Lechus  was  more  efteemed 
than  if  he  had  procured  his  elevated  ftation  by  birth- right* 
He  ftudied  not  only  the  qualities  of  a  pacific  prince,  but  he 
obtained  the  reputation  of  a  warrior  :  he  repelled  the  enemies 
of  the  ftate,  and  jfemoied  the  feat  of  war  from  bis  own  fron- 
tier to  the.  heart  of  their  country.  The  Bohermans  and  Mo- 
ravians felt  the  weight  of  his  prowefs :  he'defeated  them  in 
feveral  battles,  extended  his  dominions,  and  became  the  ter« 
ror  and  admiration  of  all  the  neighbouring  powers.  In  a 
word,  I^echus  was  prudent,  moderate,  brave,  liberal,  the  pa** 
tron  of  merit,  and  the  proteSor  of  the  injured.  In  the  de- 
cline of  life  he  was  forced  info  a  war,  for  the  defence  of  hit 
dominions,  againft  the  encroachments  of  the  enterprifing 
emperor  Charlemagne ;  and  foms  writers  relate,  that  he  fell  in  a 
battle  fought  with  this  powerful  monarch.  Mathew  of  Mi' 
^bovia  is,  however,  of  opinion  that  he  died  a  natural  death, 
when  he  was  fo  advanced  in  years  that  the  fprings  of  life  were 
intirely  decayed  **.  .  . 
A.^D,  It  is  the  concurring  opinion  of  hiftorians,  that  Z^c^fix  was 
003.  fucceeded  by  his  fon  of  the  fame  name,  and  the  rival  of  all 
Lechus  his  father's  virtues.  After  acquiring  great  reputation,  by  th^ 
IV-  wifdom  and  fpiyit  with  which  he  crufted  an  infurre£lion  that 

appeared  in  the  provinces,  h?  led  his  army  againft  the  Italian 

^  Herpurt  de  Fulftin,  p.  ij*  ^  ld»  ibid.    Guagnini, 
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and  Gfff^  legions,  who  had  over-run  PtfTm^m^.  Hercliedif-  ' 
played  all  the  talents  of  a  great  genera),  having  firft  reduced 
the  enemy  to  great  extremities,  gained  the  advantage  of  fitua- 
tion,  and  then  forced  them  to  a  battle  upon  unequal  terms, 
ki  caniequence  of  which  they  were  totally  defeated.  Nor 
Ti^as  the  clemency  of  the  vidbrtous  Lechus  lefi  glorious  than 
his  valour.  He  difmifled  all  his  prifoners  without  rar^fixn, 
demanding  no  other  condition  than  their  promife  never  again 
to  difturb  the  pe,ace  of  his  people^  or  of  the  allies  of  ,P$hMd, 
Incontinence  is  the  only  vice  with  which  this  great  prince  is 
charged.  He  left  about  twenty  natural  fons,  and  but  one 
legitimate  child,  who  inherited  his  dominions.  It  was  per-' 
haps  the  moft  impolitic  a£t,  during  the  whole  reign  diLuhuu 
that  he  invefted  his  natural  fons  with  the  fovereignty  of  divert 
provinces,  upon  the  fole  Condition  of  paying  homage  to  their 
brother.  This  was  laying  the  foundation  of  perpetual  con- 
tentions, and  can  ohly  he  excufed  by  paternal  aiFe6)ion.  Si* 
'  milar  errors  had  almoft  occafioned  the  ruin  both  of  Denmark* 
SLiid  Sweden*, 

LECHUS  was  fucceeded  by  his  only  legitimate  fon  Pern-  Popid  JU 
ptlius^  Popiet^  or  OJJirich ;  by  all  which  names  we  find  him  men- 
tioned by  hiftorians.  Pepiel  was  a  moderate,  wife,  and  pacific 
prince,  who  never  had  recourfe  to  arms,  but  from  neceffity, 
either  to  fupport  the  honour  of  the  nation,  or  to  defend  his 
frontiers  againft  the  attacks  of  ambitious  enterpri&ng  neigh* 
hours.  He  transferred  the  feat  of  government  from  Cracow 
to  GnefnOy  and  from  thence  to  Crufwitz^  a  city  which  he  had 
newly  founded,  confining  himfelf  intirely  to  the  interior  ad« 
miniftration  of  the  kingdom,  preferving.  order,  diftributing 
juftice,  promoting  induftry,  rewarding  merit,  and  fecuring 
that  repofe  to  which  he  was  naturally  inclined*. 

This  excellent  prince  was  fucceeded  by^his  Can  Pepiel,  aPopkllf^ 
minor.  While  Poland  was  governed  by  a  regency,  the  people 
were  fcarce  fenfible  of  the  lofs  of  their  gracious  monarch: 
the  guardians  of  the  young  prince  clofely  purfued  the  maxims 
of  the  fage  Popiely  and  their  adminiftratioa  was  fruitful  of 
numberlefs  bleilings  to  Poland  %  but  as  foon  as  young  Popiel 
was  of  age  to  take  into  his  own  diredion  the  helm  of  ilate, 
he  removed  his  uncles  from  the  government,  treated  them 
with  the  utmoft  contempt,  banilhed  them  the  court,  and  fuf- 
fered  a  difpofition  naturally  bad  to  be  feduced  intoworfe  mea* 
fures  by  the  artful  infinuations  of  an  ambitious  defigning 
woman,  to  whom  he  was  unfortunately  married.    This  lady, 

^  Hift.  Bobem,  cap.  xt.  <  Mat,  de  Micbor.  cap.  xi. 
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not  (jdisfied  wkh  reaioviag  tbe  f;auhful  qncles  from  the  txuxfi^ 
and  aqoiiiiiftratiany  repref^ted  to  the  credulous  Pa^piHi  tbdt 
tbey  bad  forcned  a  deTiga  upon  bis  life,  ^d  ^xf>)f£^  ^p 
ijieaos  of  getting  the  r«ios  of  gf^vernitient  ii^to  tk^  pwa 
hands.  *^  Will  jrou  fufFer  tbem,  fayi^  (he,  to  fu^^^  jypg  ja 
^^  the  affediions  of  tbe  people ;  and  while  th/sfis  ^^p$  arf  c^Or 
<^  tioually  appt'bacbing  your  throtKe,  wili  you  nke  »o  (»eiir 
<f  fares  to  difap^iot  their  unnatural  ambiCMiq  ?  T(0  wb»£ 
<<  purpofe  is  their  popularity,  which  they  (b  al&diiauiy  ciiAtt- 
^  vate,  but  to  deprive  you  of  your  authority  f  £^v,i^  ibj^ 
^  fervic^s  ar<^  calcpltted  to  this  eff«£l ;  and,  qndor  this  Br;Cr' 
•«  tcnccof  prpojoting  your  imereft,  tbey  are  laying  *  ftotii 
«'  ioundatioB  of  glory  to  themfelves,  th^t  will  poe  day  pcow 
<^  your  i-oiiii.  Should  ihck  vijsws  upon  your  perfon  be  bj^B^^r 
^  you  OMght  to^troioUe  for  your  cbildrten ;  ;^nd  prtMd^^^^dJfSr 
<(  tates,  that  you  oug^it  to  facWfiGe  to  the  fa£e(y  of  your  family 
^'  a  koot'of  daring,  agnbiiious,  Afiid  cunning  t9en»  ik^Ik)  i^i^ 
«^  eitory  opponiiuynity  lof  rendering  yoo  odious  fto  jyoMt  p^Ofte; 
^'  by  making  comparifons  between  your  condu^  ^f)A  ithieir 
<<  own  admioJiftratioo/*  The  weak  And  vehipmoiis  P&piel 
c«M^  not  mfift  iniuHi^tiMis  ^idforced  widi-^Il  ithe  ^]aodiflir» 
flaeniis  of  £^igtied  W^  md  ^rt&I  bejKity.  H^  «f;^  int#ih0 
fnare  laid  bylii^  ambitious  wife;  »nd  the  moi^  i^i/gay^ 
credit  to  her  jfiuggeftion^*  th^it  his  iiiiK:ks  had  jmA  r^moaiteAted 
to  him  (upoa  ibis  niiftabeo  joneafuco^  3^d  un9ti9^x^gMMi«&* 
Detemiined  on  rpwengej  P^/><W  put  qq  the  bypoccite,  p^e* 
tended  i^dtipoittion*  ketpc  Jais  ibed,  and  aJSbn[)Ue4  bjs  Jbmcieft^ 
under  the  preieKt^  wanting  d«w  a4vice  intbe  j^^e^t^ttHl- 
cal  conjun(9ur<e.  ^^  Should  it  pleafe  tbe  gods  <9  ^tHt  kim  <iS 
**  in  tbe  bloom  of  years,  his  pcojrfe;,  <be  faid,  Wi9#ld  bf  teft 
<(  without  a  bead,  and  opprefi^  ^with  all  -cbe/nir^eri^  4y>f^«  ~ 

^  ^  quent  on  a  long  jninority.     Tiiey  4iad  already  ^ei^ited 

*'  poofs 'of  irtieir  wifdom.  and  integrity  i  «they  tfiood  h)gb  iiii 
«'  the  opinion  of  the  people ;  and  h^  jQiould  -eftomi  biiifiolf 
^^  happy  if  they  w«Mld  rtsfce  charge  of  h\s  infant  ^,  jUEid  go* 
•^  vero  the  nation  wkh  the  fame  nnaftei-ly.cmdu^  ^e^iiacl 
«<  ihewn  d«iring  ;bis  own  minority/'  Jn  a  wmd^  -Che  fdUe 
pQpiil  a<^d  4iis  tpaFt  with  ib  cnuch  addrels^  :th«^  ^ie  uedee^ 
rtntertaining  no  Ai(picion  of  Ws.defigi\,  promiffld  isdJ  he  re- 
quired t  and  at  patting  drank  ofF  ^  jcnp  of  ppffon,  M4>i$:h  Ke 
cMrdofed  ito  4)^  Adnumfterod.  Xbe  imjcles  died  undor  i^  misA 
exaruciatii^  tormeqts^  ^nd  tbctcruel  Pafiel  eaitended  Iii^jhi- 
*  hunianitylbeyanddfiflith^itfelf.  Und^r  ^ueitonce  jtb^t  hj^  jtmd 
only  anticipated  the  defigns  of  his  uncles,  extinguiihed  a  for- 
mldabk  xioaipisacy^  ^ndxatched  tbomin  dtheiftuuesifiiiil  for 
bim,  be  prohibited  the  laft  honours  to  be  paid  to  thek  jec* 

inain9« 


Vmnt.    Some  Writers  alledge,  thztP^pi^J  propag^^t^.  ai;f«- 
poft,  that  the  terrible  death  of  his  uncles  was  a  juft  judgoieni: 
inflicted  on  them  b^  the  gods,  for  the  treacheMrous  prijjoi^ 
they  had  kt  on  foot  againfl  hkn  and  bis  chUdcen*    To  grant 
them  the  ufual  honours  paid  to  the  dead;  would,  he  faid^be 
oppoiing  the  will  of  heaven.     Accordingly  the  bodies  were 
left  expofed  tb  the  open  air,;,  but  the  disfigured  remains  foon 
^oduced  the  avtngets  of  the  critoes  of  this  brutal  prince.   All 
hiftorians  agree,  that  a  fwarai  of  rats  iffiied  ftom*  the  putrid  Extinaion 
carcafes*  .purfued  Popiel^  his  wife,  and  children,    wherever  ofthefirft 
they  went,  through  fire,  w;iter,   and  the  ftrongeft  barriers,  daft  of 
Nothing  was  capable  of  fkreening  the  murderers  from  their  princes-^ 
vengeance.    Tirft  the  chifdren,  next  the  wife,  and  at  laft 
P^f/  faimfelf,  beca&k  the  vi£tims  of  the  lefentment  of  thefe 
animab :    they  were  infta'ntly  devoured,  and  their  memory 
Canfigned  to  infamy  ^A).    Nor  was  the  anger  of  the  gods 
appfc^red  with  the  pmiilhment  of  the  guiky  Popiel  and  hisi  fa- 
mihfr :  ^etr  thunder  was  poured  down -on  the  heads  of  Ins  in- 
nocent people,    ^oland^  deftitute  of  a  chief,  iiyoia  became 
the  fcene  of  difcord  and  blood.     Contending  Jnterefts  pro-  Ci^viltjfutn 
dtic<^  a.<rivii  war,  in  which  rapi»ie,  murder,  a«d  deyalbtioA,  in  FQla]i4« 
V9iS^  every  other  aft  of  the  jmoft  cruel  'Oppreffion,  were  com- 
fnkted  with  knpuaity.    All  the  nobility  ftiove  for  ftipeiiertty ; 
dtffisrent  fa£Uonfi  daily,  reared  their  heads,  and  the  weak-eft 
became  a  prey  to  ^e  more  powerful.    The  eneoMes  of  the ' 
D8ti0B  cheriibed  thofe  divifions,  and  converted  them  to  thtir 
awn  adv^ntnge.    The^  affifted  the  weakeft,  with  a  view  of 
^cnfidiig  all ;  and  fadd  theballance  (b  long  equal,  <that  hotk 
fttrties  were  ekbatifted^  upon  which   they  appeared  in  the 
Jield,  and  openly  avowed  their  defigns.    Happily,  however^  , 
this  fltppsirent  naikfortune  proved  the  greateft  bleiifing  XoPolmd. 
It  not  only  carijed  iwith^t  its  own  remedy,  but  .proved  an  ef«- 
iiediial  cure  to  all  the  other  diforders  which  had  reduced  the 
Aate  to  ithe  verge  of  deflrudion.     The  nobility,  flruck  with 
ti>e  impending  xuin,  united  ^r  ^Iheir  mutual  defence.    A  re<-  , 

gard  to  the  general  wel&re  ^xtiiiguiihed  every  fpark  of  pard-*       > 
oidaranimofity.s  They  had  no  other  ^alternative  than  either 
becoraiBg  tde  flaves  of  a  ^perfidious  enemy,  or  fuddenly  drop^ 
ping  ^eir  ambitious  puspofes,  and  joining  in  the  eledlion  of  a 
pciace,  wfaofe  oeufage^  insudeiice,  ^d  pc^ularity,  Ihould  be 

(A^Notwitfiftanahigthecon-  that  we  ptopofed  ihewing  how^ 

ctBiii^  tefBmoh^  ^  all  waiters,  fuperilition,  igiravance,  and  h/- 

this  <tragi^^    fi^   fiivoiiis  ^  pocnfy  disitgar^  ^  earlier  an- 

lawck  of  fehle,  tk^  we  'Aieold  >nab  ^*aU  ^nations* 
iiave.  Omittefi  .it,  y^c  it  not 
*   .  /  able 


4«  the  Hiftory  df  I^oland; 

able  to  Rem  the  torrent  of  misfortuitc,  and  aflbciatt  ttrofe  In  * 
dependent  chiefe  in  the  general  defence  of  the  ftate.  Befoffe 
we  proceed  to  the  particulars  of  thb  eledion  we  (hall  clof^ 
the  fe£tion  ;  as  with  Popiel  ended  the  firft  clafi  of  the  dukes  cf 
Poland^  according  to  the  general  diVifioii  of  preceding  hifto^ 
rians  *. 

'  Mat.  de  Michov.  cap  xi.  lib.  ii«     HeubuHt  de  Fulftiii^ 
lib.  i.  p.  14.    FLOR.PoIon.  cap.  xii.  p.  aa* 


SECT*      lit 

Containing  the  Hiftory  of  the  fecond  Clafs  of  the  Sdi/i^ 
reigns  of  Poland,  concluding  with  the  ExtinSion  of 
the  Pofierity  c/Piaftus,  in  the  Perfons  <7/Cafimir  III. 
and  cf  Lewis,  King  of  Hungary,  elcRed  King  of 
Poland., 


Seeo/fd 

frinces, 
A.  D. 
830. 


THE  family  of  P^p/V/  being  extinS,  the  nation  threa-^ 
tened  by  powerful  foreign  enemies,  and  the  nobility 
jealous  of  each  other,  all  ambitious  of  the  crown>  and  now 
united  only  from  motives  of  neceffity,  a  general  affembly  of 
the  nation  was  held  at  CrufwitTtfor  the  eledion  of  a  fovereign* 
Great  .difputes  arofe ;  and  the  multitude  of  people,  tether 
with  the  long  continuance  of  the  f^on^  occafioned  ujcb  a 
fcarcity  of  provifion,  that  even  the  moft  wealthy  nobility  were 
unable  to  purchafe  fufiicient  fupplies.  In  this  fituatioA  the 
aflembly  was  relieved  from  their  diftrefs,  and  dire£led  in  their 
choice  of  a  prince,  by  a  miracle,  if  we  may  credit  the  fuper* 
ftitious  hiftorians  of  thofe  times.  The  flory  is  varioufly  re- 
lated. DugbJJiks  alledges,  that  in  the  extremity  of  famine^ 
when  the  people  were  dropping  dead  in  the  ftreets  with  hun- 
ger, two  angels  in  human  forms  came  to  Cracow^  and  took 
up  their  rcfidence  with  one  Piajluu  a  wheelwright,  thefon  of 
Coffifcoj  a  citizen  ofCruJiviiz.  Piaftus  was  celebrated  for  his 
j^iety  and  exteniive  charity.  He  had  nothing  left  but  a  fmali 
^ff"9*  1^:  caflc  of  the  common  liquor  of  the  country,  and  this  he  pre* 
fented  to  bis  new  guefts,  who,  charmed  with  his  hofpitaiityi 
promifed  him  the  crown  of  Poland.  The  hithoi  Piq/lm  was 
equal  to  his  other  virtues:  he  implicitly  believed  the  word  of 
his  gueAs,  and  pioufly  followed  their  directions  in  every  par- 
ticular. He  was  ordered  to  diftribute  the  liquor  Out  of  bis 
little  calk  to  the  multitude :  he  did  (b,  and  found  that  it  was 
inexhauftible.    The  people  were  aftoniihedi  aQ  cried  out  * 

miracle. 


naftos 
ras/edi9 
ihe  ducal 
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ihii^acle,  dhd  the  eledors  determined  to  chufe  i'perfoit  in 
Whofe  favour  heaven  had  fo  vifibly  declared  :  Piaftus  was  ac« 
cordingljr  t^ken  from  his  fhop,  and  raifed  to  the  ducal  dig- 
'liity*. 

Such  is  the  relation  df  thecanoh  bfCracotv^  which  difTefs 
in  many  particulars  from  the  siccognt  given  by  Ouagnini  ^, 
and  feveral  other  hiilorians.  According  to  them,  Piajhs  had 
prepared  a  fmall  collation,  to  entertain  fome  friends  aifemUed 
it  the  birth  of  a  child.  Two  fnlgrims,  Paul  and  Johi^  after- 
wards murdered  at  Rme.,  cahie  about  this  time  to  Cracow* 
They  begged  charity  at  the  door  of  the  eledion-hall,  and 
-  Were  ruddy  repulfed  ;  upon  which  they  ftumbled  on  the 
houfe  of  Piajlusy  ?nd  were  kindly  received.  The  miracle  wp 
have  mentioned  was  wrought  by  them ;  and  the  two  piI->* 
grims,  and  not  angels,  were  the  inftruments  df  the  elevation 
of  the  hofpitablc  wheelwright.  Though  we  pay  but  little 
fegard  to  the  marvellous  means  by  which  Pidftui  afcendcd  the 
duca!  thront;  of  Poknd^  it  would  be  prefumptuous  intircly  th 
omit  a  fad  attefted  by  all  the  writers  upon  this  fubje£t :  we 
have  therefore  given  it  a  place  in  otlr  hiftory,  and  leave  tb^ 
teft'  to  thfe  reader's  judgment. 

P/JSTUSi  being  now  raifed  to  the  fiiprcme  digrrity,  was 
not  intoxicated  with  his  profpcrityi^  The  fame  charity,  benc- 
yotence,  and  fwectneft  of  difpofition  remained :  nothing  w^ 
idtered  but  his  poWef  of  doing  good.  He  was  truty  called 
(he  father  of  his  people.  The  injured  never  retujped  urtre- 
drefled,  nor  merit  jinrewarded.  Piaflus  wiped  the  tear  from 
(he  eyes  Of  the  widow ;  and  was  himfejf  the  guardian  of  the 
firphan;  arid  the  general  patron  of  the  poor  arid  diftrefled^^ 
His  excellent  inclinations  fenred  him  in  the  room  of  great 
iiMlities,  and  the  happinefs  that  his  people  enjoyed  made  them 
forget  that  their  prince  was  not  born  a  ftateunan  and  a  war-' 
rior.  Several  intcftine  commotions  arofc  during  his  adminif-  ,p": 
tyation,  all  which  be  quelled  by  the  mildnefs  and  clemency  of  ' 
bis  nature :  his  nobility  were  afhamed  of  rebelling  againft  a 
fovereip;n  who  devoted  his  whole  life  to  render  his  people  hap- 
py. He  removed  the  coart  from  Crufwitz^  a  city  which  he 
detefled,  becaufe  it  was  the  fcene  of  PopiePs  crimes  and  tragi- 
cal end,  and  fixed  his  refidencc  at  Gmfndy  where  he  died,  1^* 
loved,  efteemed,  and  even  adored  by  his  fulMe6b^(AJ. 

PUS^ 

*  DtJGLOss.  lib.  i.  ^GuAc.  p.  64.^   Qartnoch,  libc 

)•  cap.  ii.     Mat.  de  Michov.^  cap.  xii.  liU  iL  '       «  Id.  ibid. 

(A)    It  is   in   mcmery  of   the    natives   of  PdanJ^     who   \ 
this  excellent  prince,  that  all    have  been  fitKe  promoted  to 
Mo»*  Hist.*  Vol.  XXXIV.  S  tht 


5«r  The  H^ry  of  PolzttA. 

A.  D.'       PIASTU&  bad,  forac  years  before  his  death,  affociaCed  his 
86 1.     Ton  Ziemavitus  wiih  him  in  the  government,  on  account  c»f 
Ziexnovi-  bis  age  and  infirmities.    By  this  means  the  young  prince  wa3 
^^»  early  initiated  in  the  myfteries  of  the  cabinet.     His  heart  was 

formed  by  the  admirable  example  and  the'wholefome  inftruc- 
tions  of  bis  father,  while  bis  underftanding  was  improved  and 
his  capacity  enlarged  by  bufinefs  and  experience.    The  people 
.reaped  the  fruits  of  this, happy  education.      Ziemovttus  no 
fooner  afcended  the  throne,  and  took  upon  himfelf  the  intire 
management  of  public  affairs,  than  Poland  experienced  a  va£t 
accef&on  of  importance..    The  nation  was  happy  in  the  late 
reign  i  now  it  was  formidable.    The  prince  maintained  a. 
.  refpedable  army,  and  took  great  pains  to  acquire  a  perfed 
knowledge  of  the  art  of  war.    He  yfzs  the  firft  who  intro- 
^duced  any  kind  of  difciplioe  among  the  Polifi  troops,  who 
divided  them  into  diftin<Sb  regiments  and  companies,  and  ef- 
tablifhed  degree:;  of  fubordinatiog  among^the  officers^    It  was 
;tbe  eager  defire  of  Ziemovitus  to  difiinguifh  himfelf,  aa  a  war 
jwas  kindled  between  the  republic  and  the  Hungarians^  Mo* 
ravians^  and  other  nations  of  the  German  continent.    In  all 
his  battles  he  was  vidorious;  and  he  gained  not  only  what 
had  been  loft  during  the  civil  wars  fubfequent  to  PapUFs 
death,  but  confiderably  extended  his  dominions.     Upon  th^ 
whole,  he  was  the  created;  prince  who  had  ever  filled  th^ 
ducal  throne  -^  magnanipou^,  warlike,  wife,  and  juft :  he  died 
at  Gne/naAht  darling  of  his  flibj(edsv  the  terror  of  bis;  enb^ 
mies,  anoRhe  admiration  of  mankind  ^ 
LechusV.     Though  the  ducal  dignity  was  almbft  invariably  conti-, 
nued  in  the  fame  family,  yet  the  .people  claimed  the  right  of 
eledlioa.    Accordingly,,  on  the  death  of  Ziemovitus^  tncy  af* 
fembled  at  Cracow  to  appoint  a  fuccefTor ;  and  their  choice. 
\va$  upanimous  in  favour  of  the  fon  of  the  late  glorious  prince. 
Lechus  was  a  minor  when  he  was  raifed  to  the  fupreme  au- 
thority, and  this  obliged  the  diet  to  appoint  a  regency.   When 
be  was  of  age  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  government,    be 
clqfely  imitated  the  example  of  his  grandfather;   was  juft^ 
•     pacific,  and  pious,  like  him ,»  and  died  as  much  the  idol  of 
his  fubjeSs  as  the  beneficent  PiaftuSj  after  a  reign  of  twenty- 
one  years,  undifluxbed  by  a  fingle  accident. 

*  DUBRAV.  lib,  v. 

the    dffcal   or    regal,  dignity,     tradiftin<^ion    to    the   foreign- 
wcre  called  Piajles^.   in.  con-     ers  (i). 

(l)  Vide  Hartnoch^  Ji\i,  f^fi^  ii.,  '(fOriMor,  (ogi,  i,  iett,  u^  p.  a  J.     Mat,  de 

Af/ff<fepv.  f<'i'.  xfi.  //^.  ii. /'.  15-  '»/'«^-Pi^<"'» 

Out 
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^  OiTT  of  refped  to  the  memory  of  Lechus^  and  from  nio-ZiemomN 
tives  of  juftice  to  the  merit  of  his  fon,  the  people  raifed  Z/>-fljjus, 
momijlaus  to  the  ducal  dignity.  His  difpoficion  was  mild  and 
gentle,  and,  like  his  father,  he  ftudioufly  cultivated  peace; 
out  without  incurring  the  imputation  either  of  timidity  or  id- 
dolcnce.  A  certain  dignity  in  his  manner,  a  firmnefs  of 
inind;  and  boldnefs  of  exprellion,  when  occafion  required, 
convinced  all  men  that  his  love  of  peace  proceeded  from  an 
Attention  to  the  intereft  of  his  fubjefis,  rather  than  from  any 
deficiency  in  point  o^  courage.  He  died  m  the  year  ,964, 
was  buried  at  Gnefna^  and  fucceeded  without  pppofitioh  by  his 
fon  Mieczflaus,  furnaitied  the  fiye  ofChriftianity*. 

This   prince  was  born  blind,  and  reftored   to  fight  in  aMieca- 
hiannei' deetilcd  miraculous  at  that  time;  whence  the  magi ilaus L 
and  fages  of  Poland  predicted,  that  fome  extraordinary  events 
Would  occur  in  his  reign.     It  was  indeed  a  little  extraordinary 
that  he  ihould  gain  his  fight  at  the  age  of  kvtn  years,  with- 
out the  affiftanccof  art;  nor  need  we  be  furprifed  that  fuch  a 
circumftance,  however  natural  it  might  be,  fliould,  in  thaC 
age  of  fuperftition,  be  conftrued  into  a  miracle.     About  this 
period  feveral  of  the  northern  nations  began  to  embrace  the 
doftrines  oFChriftianity.     Bohemia^  and  all  the  adjacent  ftates, 
liad  in  particular  abjured  idolatry;  zn^  Poland  was  on  the 
point  of  being  received  ihtd  the  bofonri  of  the  church.    Thercf 
are  a  variety  of  accounts  of  the  manner  in  which  this  happy 
converfion  was  efFeded.     The  moft  probable  is,  tj^  Jldiecz^ 
Jldus  having,  by  ambaffadors,  made  his  addreffes  tflnie  prin- 
tefs  Dabroivkay  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Bohemia^  the  (ady 
rae£^ed  his  hand,  unlefs  he  woiild  firftconfent  to  be  baptized. 
'  The  duke's  paffion  was  ilrpng :  he  determined,  at  all  events^ 
to  obtain  the  princefs,  accepted  her  conditions,  was  inilrudedf 
in  the  principles  of  her  religion,  and  then  declared  htmfelf  a 
Ghriftian ;  Upon  which  the  nuptials  were  celebrated  ^,  Mathew 
deMichovia  relates,  ihTX  Mieczjlaus  had  feven  wives^  previous  to 
the  offer  of  marriage  which  he  made  to  the  princefs  of  Bohd^ 
miai  but  having  no  children,  he  was  told,  by  fome  itinerant 
fages,  he  could  never  cxpe<9:  iffue  until  he  divorced  all  his 
pagan  wives,  and  married  a  chriftian  princefs:     This  deter*, 
mined  him  to  the  alliance  with  the  court  o{  Bohemia.     7"hft 
fame  writer  alledges,  that  he  was  voluptuous  and  indolent  oft 
his   firft  acceiTion,  devoting  his  whole  time  to  women,  and 
paying  little  fegard  to  the  affairs  of  government  ^  but  that,  af- 
ter his  converlion,  he  became  a  true  apoftle,  propagated  the 

*  DuBRAv.  lib.  V.     HArtn.  lib.  i.  cap.  ii.  *  Cromek*, 

lib.  iii.  p.  44.'  > 
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gofpel  l^  his  own  preaching,  broke  down  the  idots  of  fupef- 
iTition  with  his  own  hands,  and  confirmed,  by  his  prafiice, 
the  truth  and  divine  origin  of  the  dodrines  which  he  recom- 
mended. He  founded  the  archbilhoprics  of  Gnefna  and  Cra^ 
cow  i  and  appointed  St.  Adalbert^  fent  by  the  poncifFto  propa- 

fate  Chriftianity  in  Poland^  primate  of  the  whole  republic. 
)n  the  birth  of  his  (on  ^BokJIaus  he  redoubled  his  zeal, 
founded  new  bifhoprics,  and  feveral  monafteries;  ordering 
likewjfe,  that,  when  any  part  of  the  gofpel  ^was  read,  the 
hearers  (hould  half  draw  their  fwords,  in  teftimony  of  their 
steal  to  defend  the  truths  of  Chriftianity.  In  truth,  Miecxflaus 
was' too  fiiperftitious  a  Chriftian  to  execute  alt  the  duties  of  a 
fovercign.  He  fpent  his  whole  time  among  the  clergy,  and 
fuffered  his  dominions  to  be  torn  from  him  by  his  barbarous 
neighbour  the  duke  of  RuJJia.  "If  be  has  been  tranfmitted  to 
pofterity  as  a  prince  of  great  virtues,  we  may  attribute  a  cha- 
radler  which  he  did  not  merit  to  his  extraordinary  liberality  to 
A  a  fet  of  men,  who  meafured   the  piety  of  princes  by  thchr 

donations  to  the  church,  and  eftimated  merit  by  the  number 
of  convents  founded.  With  all  his  complaifance  for  the  cler- 
gy, he  could  not  obtain  the  regal  dignity  from  pope  BerudiB 
'  Y  n*  though  he  had  warmly  folicited  that  honour ;  but  it  was 
after wa^rds  conferred  on  his  fon,  who  fucceeded  to  all  his 
dominions*.  *  " 

^         BOLE  S  L  AUS    I. 

A.  D.         BOLESLAVS^  furpamed  CJjrekry^  was  of  a  charafler  very 
999*     P{>pofite  .to  his  father's.   He  profeire4  and  cher iihed  Chriftiani*- 
ty  i  ,but  he  did  not  corumence  preacher  and  apoAIe.     His  va- 
lour was  unqueftioned  as  his  faith :  nothing  was  too  arduous 
for  the  courage  of  BoUftaus^  and  the  fevereit  toils  of  war  con- 
fiituted  his  greateft  pleafure.   The  firft  tranfadion  of  his  refgn* 
however,  was  in  that  ftraio  of  piety  which  formed  the  reli- 
gion of  his  times.    He  removed  the  remains  of  a  iaint  front 
*        Frague  toGtieJha^  which  he  had  purchafed  at  a  coafideraUe 
price.     The  emperor  OiboUl.  made  a  pilgrimage,  on  account 
of  a  vow,  to  the  tomb  of  this  faint*     He  was  hofpicably  re- 
ceived by  ^a/^»j,.  wbofB,  in  return,  he  vefted  with   the 
Bolefiaus    badges  of  royalty  i  an  ad  that  was  confirmed  by  the  pontiflF. 
Chrobryl.  His  new  dignity  added  nothing  to  the  power  of  Bolsflaus;  bui 
raffed  to     jt  incrcafed  his  confequence  with  his  own  fubjeds.     The  vul- 
ihe  regal  g^^  ar^ always  atiraded  by  appearaiKes.    The  king  affeae4 
a^Znitj,      more  (late  than  ufual :  his  body- guard  was  confiiferably  aug- 
mented, and  he  was  conftantly  attended  by  a  nupierous  and 

»  Mats  de  Michovi*  lib.  ii.  cap.  iv, 
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fpleodid  retinue,  whenever  he  llirred  out  of  his  |$a(lace«    ShU*^ 

jlaus  was  a  politician ;  he  had  his  deiigns  in  this,  and  the^ 

produced  the  expeded  elFe£t.     Hitherto  i\it  Poles  had  (carce 

maintained  any  wars  with  the  RuJJumsy  except  in  their  own 

defence :  they  had^been  frequently  vi&orious  ;  but  they  knew 

;ind  dreaded  the  power  of  that  vafl  and '  barbarous  people. 

The  king  was  defiroufi  of  infpiring  them  with  a  high  opinion 

'  of  their  own  importance ;  and  he  perhaps  rould  not  take  a 

more  eifei^uat  method  than  dazzling  their  eyes  with  the 

fplendor  of  a  court.     As  fobn  as  he  had  fufficiently  prepared 

iheir  minds,  and  levied  an  army,  he  wa^  meditating  an  attack 

.  on  Mufcovy^  when  fome  difturbaace«  on  the  fide  of  Bohemia 

diverted  his  intentions. 

The  duke  o(  Bohemia  faw  with  jealoufy  the  elevation  of 
^oUfiam  to  the  regal  dignity,  and  his  alliance  with/ the  impe** 
perial  family  by  marrying  Rixa^  niece  to  the  emperor.     He 
regarded  tnofe  marks  of  diftindion  paid  to  his  rival  as  affronts 
tQ  bimfelf  s  it  feems  he  had  demanded  the  badges  of  royalty^ 
and  was  refufed.     Filled  with  rcfentment,  he  entered  Poland  His  mill- 
et the  head  of  a  numerous  army,  without  (b  much  as  declar-  tary  ex-^ 
ing  his  reafons  for  fo  extraordinary  a  proceeding,  and  marked /^'/.f* 
bis  way  with  blood  and  defolation.    The  king  flew  to  the  de- 
fence of.  his  dominions,  and  the  Bohemians  retired  at  his  ap-> 
proach  with  the  utmoft  precipitatjpn.    Scarcity  of  provifion* 
and  the  inclemency  of  the  feafon,  prevented  Bolejlaus  from 
purfuing  \  but  as  foon  as  circumftances  altered,  he  mardied 
at  the  bead  of  a  well  appointed  army  into  the  enemy's  coun- 
try, with  a  full  refblution  of  taking  ample  revenge.     He  en- 
deavoured, by  every  poilible  firatagem,  to  draw  the  duke  to 
a  battle ;  but  neither  the  ravages  committed  by  the  PoUJh  ar- 
my, nor  the  deftru£lion  of  their  cities,  could  infpire  the  Bo^^ 
hmians  with  fufficient  courage.   Bolejlaus  laid  fiege  to  Prague^ 
zi\'\  the  inhabitants   made  an  obftinate  defence;  but  were 
forced  to  fijrrender  their  city  robe  pillaged,  after  they  had  for 
two  years  withftood  all  the  king's  efforts.     The  reduSion  of 
Prague  was  a  fignal  to  the  lefler  cities  to  yield  to  the  viflo- 
rious  arms  cX  Bolejlaus ;  but  though  he  was  in  pofleffion  of  al- 
aioft  all  Bohemia^  the  king  could  not  believe  his  cfonquefta 
cpmplete,  until  he  madq  bimfelf  matter  of  the  duke's  perfon. 
This  unfortunate  prince  had  ihut  ^bimfelf  up,  with  his  fon 
yaremir^  and  a  numerous  garrifon,  in   his  only  remaining 
k>rtrefs  of  Wtffogrod^  where  he  imagined  he  fliould  be  able  to 
fojl  all  the  attempts  of  Bolefiaus.     The  event  ihewed  Jie  wa% 
miflaken:  the  Polijh  monarch  invefted  the  place,  and  ad- 
vanced his  approaches  with  fuch  rapidity,  that  the  garrifon, 
apprehending  a  general  afiaulr,  refufed  to  ftand  the  confe- 
E  3  quences. 
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quences.    The  duke  ufed  promifes,  prayers,  and  arguments, 
|o  keep  thcqi  in  their  duty  ;  but  the  terror  of  Bolejlaus  made  a 
deeper  impreffion  than  all  hjs  rhetoric.     The  garrifon  capi- 
Be  €on*     tulated,  the  duke  and  his  fon  furrendered  prifpners,  and  Bole^ 
^uersBo-  Jtaus  ftained  his  viflory  by  his  cruelty.     It  is  reported,  that. he 
hernia '^fftf  put  out  the  eyes  of  the  old  duke,  and  fent  his  fon  into  pcfr 
Moravia,  petual  and  dofe  confinement".     Moravia  followed  the  fate 
of  Bohemia :  this  province  acknowledged  the  power  of  Bole* 
Jlaus  the  moment  he  appeared  on  the  frontier,  and  his  cle- 
mency confirmed  to  him  the  acquifitions  of  his  valour.     All 
his  condudl  breathed  nothing  but  the  moft  confummatc  pru- 
dence and.  humanity,  his  behaviour  to  the  duke  alone  ex- 
cepted. 

The  kihg's  fuccefs  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia  rendered  hiip 
the  more  eager  for  conqueft.  He  now  tbirfted .  after  the  re- 
putation of  a  warrior,  <ind  burnt  with  a  defije  of  raifing  Po^ 
land  above  all  the  powers  of  the  North.  Filled  with  this  no- 
tion, Bolejlaus  refumed  the  intention  of  attacking  Rvffta^  and 
a  fairer  opportunity  could  not  offer,  as  that  country  was  di- 
vided into  faftions,  and  druelly  oppreffed  by  a  civil  war,  whtcl| 
had  raged  with  violence  among  the  children  of  duke  Volodo^ 
mir.  raternal  affedion  had  induced  that  prince  to  make  aii 
equal  partition  of  his  dominions  among  his  fons :  the  elder 
refented  the  injury  done  tc^  his  birthright :  he  took  up  arms 
againft  the  father,  gained  'fome  advantages,  and  broke  the 
heart  of  his  aged  parent.  Jarijlausy  for  that  was  the  name 
of  the  young  prince,  was  afterwards  defeated  by  his  brother  ; 
but  recruiting  his  army,  he  gave  battle  a  fecond  time,  and  by  ^ 
flratagem  obtained  fo  complete  a  vidlory  as  obliged  the  van- 
quiihed  Suaniepolk  to  feek  refuge  in  Poland,  Here  he  exerted 
all  his  addrefs  and  eloquence  to  perfuade  Bolejlaus  to  under- 
take an  expedition  for  which  he  had  before  prepared.  The 
pretext,  however,  was  now  more  plaufible  than  before :  ?t 
was  given  out,  that  the  king  had  no  other  obje£l  in  view  than 
reinftating  in  his  dominions  a  prince  who  had  claimed  his 
Jtiaftr  proteflion.  A  numerous  army  was.  levied,  the  king  moved 
Kwflia.  towards  the  frontiers  oi  RuJJia^  and  foon  penetrated  to  the 
very  heart  of  that  vaft  country.  At  laft  he  found  his  career 
flopped  by  the  river  Bogy  on  the  oppofite  banks  of  which 
prince  y^r//Zc7^j  was  encamped  with  a  prodigious  army.  vFor 
feveral  days,  affifted  by  the  rapidity  of  the  river,  he  kept  the 
Poles  at  bay :  divert  attempts  were  made  to  crofs ;  but  they 
were  all^affled  by  the  a<51ivity  of  the  Mufcovtie^  and  the  difE- 
pulty  of  the  enterprize.   Bolejlaus  grew  impatient,  and  refolved 

f  Mat.  d^  Michov.  lib.  ii.  cap.  v.  apud  Piftor.  p.  23. 
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to  hazard  all»  rather  than  be  checked  in  the  midft  of  con* 
quefl:.  Summoning  up  all  ^his  ikill  and  intrepidity,  he  formed 
bis  cavalry  in  the  beft  manner  for  breaking  the  ftreafn,  and 
expofed  his  own  perfon  to  the  utmoft  violence  of  the  torrent. 
Fired  by  his  examplip,  tht  Poles  imitated  his  condufi,  and  ad* 
vanced  breaft-high  in  water  to  the  oppofitelhore,  from  whence 
the  enemy  gave  them  all  the  annoyance  in  their  power.  The 
Polgs  at  laft  gained  the  bank,  and  foon  obtained  a  complete  ' 
viSory,  obliging  JariJIaus  to  retire  to  Kiovia.  This  city 
was  immediately  invelled ;  but  the  Ruffian  prince'  was  too 
expert  a  general  to  fuiFer  himfelf  to  be  cooped  up  within 
walls  :  he  retired  farther  into  the  country  to  recruit  his  army, 
while  Bolejlaus  continued  the  fiege,  and  at  length  compelled 
the  half-famiihed  garrifon  to  furrender  at  difcretion.  Here 
the  immenfe  treafures  which  had  for  years  been  coIle£tin^  by 
the  dukes  of  RuJJia  became  the  reward  of  Polijh  valour.  The' 
king  feized  the  booty,  and  dHlinbuted  great  >part  of  it  among 
his  foldiers. 

Though  BohJIam  wa«  now  in  pofleffion  of  the  greater  ^^  ^  » , 
partof  jR«^,  he  was  fenfible  of  the  difficulty  of  retaining  ^//;0^  ^ 
the  conqueft,  except  by  placing  a  natural  fovereJgn  over  the^^-^^^ 
inhabitants.     This  confideration  it  was  that  induced  him  to-      *\ 
reinAate  the  fugitive  Suantepolk.    His  pretentions,  however,        '' 
were  fiill  difputed  by  JariJIaus:  he  had  formed  a  flying  camp, 
and  medicated  a  projed  of  furpriiing  and  carrying  ofF  his  rival  > 
brother;  but  this  fcheme  being  defeated  by  the  vigilance  of ' 
thePotiJh  monarch,  the  unfortunate  Mufcovite  retired  to  JV^*- 
vogrody  where  the  attachment  of  the  inhabitants  enabled  him 
to  iijake  fome  (hew  of  refinance,'  .until  he  was  again  attacked 
and  defeated  by  Bdejlaus  '. 

SUANTEPOLK  had  no  fooner  attained  to  the  height  of 
his  ambition  than  he  forgot  his  obligations  to  the  P^ltJIj  aio^ 
narch,  and  repaid  all  his  fervices  with  the  moft  perfidious  in« 
gratitude.  He  confidered  himfelf  as  a  kind  of  dependent  on 
Mole/laus,  and  therefore  refolved  by  any  means  to  get  rid  of  a 
princp,  the  luftre  of  whofe  glory  intirely  obfcured  his  own 
grandeur.  He  regarded  the  king  as  bis  greateft  enemy,  for 
no  other  reafon  than  becaufe  he  could  not  repay  his  favours  ; 
apd  he  fet  oh  foot  a  confpiracy  for  maiTacring  him  and  his  whole 
afmy.  The  execution  of  this  barbarous  pr«je£l  was  already 
begun  when  intelligence  came  to  the  king,  who  mounted  his 
horils,  aflembled  part  of  his  army,  and  marched  againft  the 
ii^iidiQus  enemy.  His  approach  inclmidated  Suantefiolk^  who^ 
V^anted  fuffident  reiblution  to  fupport  fo  horrid  a  crimen  be 

^  HfiRBUai:  d«  E^lilin,  lib.  i.  ca<>.iii.    Conn.  lib.  iii.  p<.49. 
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pi#ecd  hi)  fiifetjr  in  flight ;  B^kfem  entered  Kiowa'  a  fBCon4 
timef  which  he  delivered  up  to  be  pillaged ;  after  which  hfK 
led  back  his  army  to  Pphmd^  loaded  with  glory  and  the  fpoilf 

of  all  Rnffia  Nigra. 

BOLESLAJJS  hsid  no  intentiop  of  retaining  ^sSa  as  a 
t^nqueft »  but  he  imagined  himielf  perfe£Uy  fecure  nrom  anf 
attacks  in  his  retreat,  having,  as  he  fuppofed,  given  a  decifive 
The  Ruf-   yow  to  the  power  of  the  two  brothers.    The  adi^e  yarifiaus 
iians  n-     had  hpwever  aflemblcd  fre0i  forces,  and  come  up  with  the 
^olt.and  YYRg  on  the  B^riflhejui^  juft  as  half  his  army  bad  croflcd  the 
^''J   -f'^-' TViar.    Prudence  and  valour  were  equally  neceflary  to  kee]^. 
up  the  fpirit  of  his  own  troops,  and  to  refill  the  enemy  :  both 
were  exerted  in  an  eictraprdinary  manner  on  this  occafion« 
The  king  drew  out  his  femaining  forces,  animated  the  officers 
and  foljdiers  by  a  fbort  fpirited  harangtur,  placed  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  a  chofen  battalipn,  begun  th^^ttack,  performed 
prodigies  of  valour,  and  bore  down  air  before  him;  but  the 
fuperior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  the  intrepidity  of  Jari^ 
Jhus^  kept  the  vidory  long  in  fufpence.     The  battle  raged  for 
Teveral  hours,  apd  both  princes  broke  and  difeomfited  th^ 
fsnemy  wherever  they  appeared.     !p)ach  fide  flu£hiated  be- 
tween hope  and  fear,  when  at  laft  part  of  the  Polijh  armv  re- 
pafled  the  river,  attacked  thie  enemy  in  flank  with  irrefiitible 
ipapetuofity,  'puflied  on  to  the  center,  and  im^rely  broke^ 
routed,  and  difper&d  the  whole  Ruj^n  army.    A  dreadful 
fCamage  enfued  :  the  numbers  reported  tQ  have  been  flatn  in 
the  purfuit  are   incriedjble;    anfi  Jarijlam^  in  the  hurry  of' 
flight,  was  obliged  inglorioufly  to  quit  the  enfsgns  of  his  dig* 
lu^ty*  .  The  v4<^ory  was  con^plete,  but  it  was  not  dectfive. 
The  vail  extent  of  the  Ruffian  dominions  furnipied  the  van-^ 
quifbed  Jarijlaus  with  freib  refources^  and  the  fpirit  pf  tha^ 
prince  feemed  to  rife  with  his  misfortunes.    Other  concerns, 
however,  called  upon  the  attention  of  BokJkuSj  who  withy 
i^xtvi  his  army,  and  fufFered  the  brothers  to  exhau^  them- 
felves,  and  ruin  their  dominions  by  bloody  civil  wars.     It  i% 
|iot  impoffible  that  prudence  dii^aced  this  retreat :  the  king 
^     bad  fu^ciently  experienced  the  valour,  ajSivity,  firength»  ana 
perfeverance  of  his  enemy,  to  know  that  Rt^ffia  would  not 
.  be  an  eafy  conquelh     One  defeat  would  have  blighted  all  thfs 
laurels  he  had  colle£led.with  fo  much  toil  and  bloodihed :  he 
therefore  determined  to  relinquifli  the  enterprize,  for  iTnotber 
as  glpriops,  and  leis  hazardous*    It  was  this,  and  .the  defire  of 
icontinuing  his  troops  in  the  habit  of  vidory,  that  drew  the 
P.ol}fi  army  into  ^Saxony.     The  inhabitants  of  this  countiy* 
bad  refilled  all  attempts  on  their  freedom,  and  they  now  ftrug- 
|led  hard  for  liberty ;  but  were  ^t  |aft  fprced  to  acknowledge 
.'.'■■■•'  .   '    '    '        the 
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^  foverei^ty  of  the  JPriifif  monarch,  aptl  receive  the  htm 
iJiSated  by  BoUfkats.    After  ^  variety  of  unfortunate  battles  Bofeflao^ 
and  skirmifhes,  cfae-br^ve  Sumns  werie  forced  to  retire  into  an  conquers 
impenetrable  wood,  jeaviog  the  country  to  be  defolated  by  ehe  Saxony, 
conquerors.    Here  they  defended  thcmfclyes  againft  all  the  Ponicra- 
fSloxti  oi  BokJlaus\  but  were,  in  the  end,  compelled  by  fa-"'*»  W 
mine  to  quit  their  retreat,  yield  to  their  fate,  and  bow  the^*'™^  ' 
nedcs  to  the  yoke.    But  it  was  (inly  di^ng  his  fliort  refidence 
\aSpx9ny  thzt  Bpiejlaus  exerted  the  pre^gatives  of  fovereignty« . 
On  withdrawing  his  army,  he  left  the  people  to  their  liberty, 
and  contented  himfelf  with  a  rich  booty,  and  fixing  the  boun*' 
partes  of  hi$  dominions  on  the  banks  of  the  £/^/,  where  he 
preSed  two  iron  colMHin^,  which  Itkewife  anfwered  the  purpoAr 
of  tranfinittmg  the  memory  of  his  conquefts  to  poftcrity. 

When  the  king  had  brought  the  Saxcn  war  to  this  happy 
jfllie,  he  meditated  the  reduSion  of  Prujfia  and  Pomerania^ 
the  latter  of  which  provinces  liad  in  the  former  civil  wara* 
been  difmembered  from  Pohnd,  It  had  been  given  by  Lechut 
yf,  to  hit  natural  fons,  as  a  fief  of  the  dpcal  crown  o^  Po- 
land \  but  tbefe  petty  princes  taking  advantage  of  the  difr 
traded  ftate  of  the  republic,  after  the  death  of  Poptel,  threw 
off  their  allegiance,  4"^  claimed  an  independency,  Which 
they  maintained  until  BcMaus  forced  them  again  to  obe« 
dience.  ]^ides  the  recovery  of  this  province,  the  king  had 
another  motive  for  undertaking  the  war.  Idlenefs  would 
enervate  the  courage  of  his  foldiers,  and  the  mere  want  of 
employment  give  birth  to  cabals,  revolts,  and  confpiraciet 
among  their  leaders.  It  was  neceflairy  to  keep  them,  in  adion 
to  make  fureof  their  loyalty ;  for  which  purpofe  B^/r^w  ©nee 
piore  afiembled  his  army,  and  p^t  himfelf  in  motion  towards 
the  frontiers  of  Pomeranta^  The  very  terror  of  th»  con-* 
queror's  name  efFe£)ed  all  the'purpofes  of  an  army :  he  had 
po  occafion  to  ftrike  a  fingle  blow ;  the  princes  acknowledged 
bis  fovereignty,  and  received  his  condition^,  the  moment  he 
appeared.  Nor  did  Pruffia  make  more  refinance :  the  people 
equally  feared  and  admired  the  PcHJh  monarch,  and  willingly 
pDtered  into  the  fnbjed^ion  of  a  prince  wj^ofe  deputation  was 
fufficient  to  prote£):  them  againft  all  their  enemies. 

It  was  now  full  timp  to  iheach  the  fword ;  the  chara£^er 
pf  Boleflaus  could  not  be  raifec^l^^b^^  by  conqueft ;  and  to 
fill  the  meafMre  of  \^  glnry^  nothing  was  wanting  befides  a 
difplay  of  his  pacific  talents.  It  was  pow  his  care  to  enjoy 
with  his  people  the  fruits  of  fo  many  vidories,  and  to  ren« 
der  them  happy  asr  he  had  made  thep  powerfijl.  With  M^ 
view  he  gave  the  dofeft  application  to  the  interior  govern-. 
^entof  the  kingdom;   be  framed  ^n^cellem  laws,  and  faw 
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lli^  rigidly  executed ;  but  in  the  mldft  of  this  happy  tran-- 
quiliity  a  new  war  was  kindled  by  the  reftlefr  Jar'tjlaus^  and 
the  venerable  king  was  once  more  obUged  to  cover,  his  hoaiy 
head  with  a  helmet.  Age  had  indeed  enfeebled  the  arm  of. 
this  glorious  monarch ;  but  he  flill  retained  the  fire  and  ar« 
dour  of  youth,  -tempered  by  wiidom  and  experience.  He 
knew  the  great  abilities  and  implacable  refentment  of  7^«- 
riflaus\  he  received  intelligence  that  the  moft  numerous  ar* 
ipy  which  iStf^iiz  ever^flembled  was  ready  to  enter  Poland  % 
but  he  was  not  intimidated.  With  admirable  cbmpofure  he 
colIe£led  his  army,  and  marched  with  confidence  againft  an 
enemy  triple  his  number.  He  came  within  fight  o^Jartflaus^ 
on.  the  banks  of  the  Borjftbenes^  a  river  rendered  famous  by 
'  the  former,  defeat  of  that  prince.     He  reminded  his  troops 

of  this  circumftance  \    taught  them  not  to  fear,'  but  at  the 
fame  time  advifed  them  not  to  defpife  their  enemy.    While 
the. armies  lay  in  fight,^  an  accident  brought  on  a  battle  be- 
Cvnquirs    foxt  the  princes  had  determined  upon  their  meafures.     The 
Ruffia  a    Pales  eroded  the  river  by  fwimming,  and  attacked  the  enemy 
Jii^iime.htiote  they  were  drawn  .out  in  order  of  battle,  with  fuch 
impctuofity  as  foon . produced  a  complete  vidory.     A  panic* 
had  feized  the  Ruffians^  and  all  the  endeavours  of  Jarifiaus 
could  not  flop  their  flight.    He  was  hurried  away  by  tbe  * 
torrent,    ^nd  almoft  trampled  to  death  ^in  the  tumultuous 
croud  of  fugitives.    B^Ufiaus  had  checked  the  ardor  of  his . 
foldiers,  and  put  a'  ftop  to   the  carnage ;    but  feveral  thou- 
fand  prifoners  were  taken,  and  ^arifiaus  forced  to  receive  the  - 
conditions  dilated  by  the  conqueror.    They  proved  how* 
ever  extremely  moderate ;    the  king  contented  himfelf  with 
incopfiderable  tribute ;  he  difmifled  the  prifoners  without  raa- 
fom,  a(ter  he  had  engaged  their  efteem  by  his  kind  ufage  : 
in  a  word,  his  well-timed  clemency  produced  a  better  effeA 
than  all  his  victories;    x\\t  RuJJlans  admired  his  virtues,  and 
A.  D.    voluntarily  became  his   fubje»5is.     Having  thus  by  prudence 
1025.     and  valour  extended  his  dominion  with  the  addition  of  a  vaft  • 
His  death  empire,  Bolejlaus  refigned  his  laft  breath,  wit^  the  charac- 
stndcba-    ter  of  the  greateft  n^ionarch  of  his  age,  after  a  glucious  reiga 
roQer.       of  twenty-five  years.    It  would  be  unnecefFary  to  enter  upon  ^ 
a  detail  of  tbe  virtues  of  this  prince,  as  the  whole  feries  of 
bis;Condu6l  fpeaks   his    panegyric;    ,it  is   fufficient  that  he 
obt^ned  and  juIUy  merited  the  furname  of  Great^,     His  mo- 

*  Hartnoch,    lib.  1.    p.  74.     Mat.  Michov.    apmd  Piftor. 

lib.  ii.  cap.vii.  p.  24.      Herb,  de  Fulllin.  [lib*  ii.      CiioMeR^. 

lib  ill.  Hift.  Bohem.  p.  52.    Crantz.  Annal.  lib.  ii,'  .cap.  :(xxvii^  ' 
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Iteration  was  not  the  leaft  of  thofe  fhining  virtues  whkh 
were  united  in  the  perfon  of  Bolejlaus ;  and  it  redounds  more 
to  his  honour  than  all  the  vtdcMries,  that  he  never  made  the 
fmalleft  attempt  upon  the  liberty  of  his  fufcjeds.  Ic  was  his 
faying,  that  he  chofe  to  be  the  fovereign  of  a  free  people, 
and  the  Poles  ifaewed  their  gratitude  to  his  memory  by  the 
regard  they  expreffed  for  his  family.  The  aiTembly  of  the 
nation  met  at  Pofnania  immediately  upon  the  death  of  BeU*- 
flaus^  and  with  one  voice  chofe  his  fon  to  fucceed  to  his 
crown  and  dominions. 

M  I  E  C  Z  S  L  AU  S     II. 

MIECL SLAVS  was  in  the  prime  of  life  when  he  was  ap-  Mieca;- 
appointed  to  dired  the  helm  of  government,  and  the  pe6ple  flaus  IT. 
entertained  the  higheft  expeflations  from  a  prince  bred  under 
tti  great  a  mailer  in  the  art  of  reigning  as  their  late  fove* 
reign.  He  was  fcarce  feated  on  the  throne,  when  an  occa- 
fion  offered  for  the  full  exertion  of  his  abilities.  The  death 
of  his  father  was  the  fignal  of  a  general  revolt  of  all  the  Polljb 
conquers  in  RuJJia^  Bohemia^  Pruffia^  Moravia^  and  Saxony. 
Ho  longer  awed  by  the  dread  of  that  hero,  they  all  prepared 
to  attempt  the  recovery  of  their  liberty,  and  begun  with  refufiog 
payhient  of  the  (hameful  tribute  impofed  by  ioliflaus.  The  two 
brothers  Jarijlam  and  Miecxjlaus^  dukes  oiRujJta^  were  the  firft 
who  took  the  field  with  numerous  forces ;  they  penetrated 
into  Poland^  laid  all  wafle  with  fire  and  fword,  reduced  and 
pillaged  Czerwienfko^  overwhelmed  the  kingdom  with  con- 
flernation,  carried  fome  thoufands  of  the  inhabitants  into 
captivity,  and  threatened  the  intire  deftruftion  of  Poland. 
The  approach  however  of  the  PoUJh  army  ftemmed  the  tor- 
jent.  MUczJlaus  forced  the  Ruffian  frontier,  feized  the  per- 
fons  of  feveral  of  the  chief  nobility,  and  retained  them  as 
pledges  of  the  fidelity  of  all  their  dependents.  This  fpirited 
meafure  broke  the  fcheme  of  the  dukes,  and  for  a  time  fup- 
preiTed,  though  it  did  not  extinguifh,  the  fparks  of  a  re- 
bellion. 

Matters  went  otherwife  on  the'fideof  5ei<fw/V.  This 
country  continued  to  pay  a  tribute  to  Poland  from  the  time 
it  was  conquered  by  Bolejlaus.  That  prince  had  retained  one 
of  the  duke's  fons  as  a  hoftage  :  he  bred  the  young  prince 
at  his  court,  with  all  the  attention  paid  to  the  education  of 
his  own  children,  and  when  he  grew  up  he  diftinguiflied  him  ' 
by  very  particular  marks  of  his  regard.  .  Vdalric  was  an  entire 
mafter  in  the  art  of  diflinvulation  ;  and  he  fo  far  infmuated ' 
bimfelf  in:o  the  efteem  of  the  Polljh  monarch,  that  he  was 

not 


n6t  bnlf  fufEsrec}  to  retorn  to  B^bemiafbiAt  fec%  back  witl| 
a  fuperb  retinue,  and  furiiiHied  with  the  means  of  fupport- 
kij^  his  dignity  with  great,  fplendon    During  the  life  of  Ba^ 
kflaus  be  put  on  the  exterior  of  the  deepeft  gratitude  ;    but 
.  Falandws^i  no  faoner  deprived  of  her  fovereign,  ihza  t/dal^ 
fie  refolved  to  throw  oiF  his  dependency,  which  be  effeded 
in  a  manner  equally  treacherous  and  cruel,  ordering  theP^* 
fjjb  garrifons  to  be  barbaroufly  mailacred,  whilethey  were  wrap* 
ped  in  profound  fecuriry.     The  Polijh  monarch,  it  was  Com 
perceived,  did  not  po({eis  any  of  thofe  great  qualities  which 
bad  fo  enoinently  diftinguitbed  hift  royal  parent.     They  faw 
fhat  his  indoUnce,  profuiion,  and  debauchery,  rendered  hioi 
contemptible  to  his  natural  fubje£)$.     f  ^e  fucce(s   of  th« 
revolt  in  Bohemia  kindled  the  f^me  fpirit  in  Moravia^    and 
the  flarpes  of  war  foon  difFufed  themfelves  into  Prujfta^  Po-, 
fncrania,  ^nd  Saxony,     So  general  a  commotion  would  have 
given  full  employment  to  the  vaft  capacity  of  BoUJlam  \    but 
)t  was  difregarded  by  MUczJIaus^  too  voluptuous^  and  too  in- 
-    different  about  national  honour,  to  regard  what  became  of 
the  provinces,  provided  their  defe£Hon  put  no  flop  to  the 
courfe  of  bis  plea fu res.      In  confequence  of  his  ina£bivity, 
ih<^'PoliJh  garrifons  were   forced  and  barbaroufi/  maflacred 
or  carried   into  flavery.     The  governors  of  thefe  territories 
aflumcd  the  title  of  foverpignty,  djfavowed  all  obedience  to 
Pelandy  and  fupported  their  usurpation  by  the  ^id  of  .their 
German  neighbours,    with   whom  they  were  conncfted  by 
commerce  and  a  variety  of  intermarriages,     At  [aft  the  cla- 
moors  of  the  whole  Polifl)  nation  awaked  Mieczflaus  out  of 
that  infenfibility  in  which  he  had  continued  (ince  the  Mufco* 
vitw  expedition.     He  was  prevailed,  from  th^  apprehenfioni 
of  a  rebellion  of  his  natural  4ubje£ls,  to  attempt  chafti/ihg 
the  infolence  of  the  provinces.     He  levied  an  army,  began 
his  march  againft  the  rebels,    and  was  attended  by  three 
Hungarian  princes,  who  pfoved  the  chief  inftruments  of  hi^^ 
fuccefs.     The  fpirit,  difcipline,  and  emulation  in  glory,  ex- 
cited in  the  Pa/i/h  troops  by  BoUJlaus,  was  not  yet  extin- 
guiihed.     They  entered  Pamerania^    and  foon  obliged  tbia 
province  to  acknowledge  the  fovereignty  of  MuQxJhus ;  after 
which  this  prince,  as  if  he  had  fully  fecured  his  frontier,^ 
completed  the  redu£tion  of  the  provinces,  suid  acquired  im-? 
mortal  glory,  (hut  himfelf  up  in  his  palace  for  the  renaainder 
Peatkof   of  his  life,  where,  devoting  him/elf  to  his  former  voluptiious 
Miccz-      courfes,  be  was  feized  with  a  phrenzy  that  terminated  only 
fr"»»         with  his  diffolution,  in  the  year  1034*. 

•  Vid.  Cromer,    M^^t^  dc  Michoy.  Hartnoch,    Guagn^ 
li^.  i^  lo^s  9iia|;. 
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ttowETER  villous  Mieczjlam  "wzs  in  his  own  <fifpofitton,  fi^  ^,>». 
he  was  not  tnfenfiblc  of  the  benefits  of  a  virtuous  education,  dam  put 
His  fon  Cajimir  was  therefore  bred  up  under  ^the.  moft  learned  into  the 
and  prudent  perfons  of  the  age,  and  he  is  reputed  to  Yizv^bandsofa 
been  the  firfl  of  the  Polijh  princes  who  had  acquired  a  tafte  regency. 
for'  letters,  and  made  a  progrefs  in  fcience.  His  natural 
difpoittion  was  good,  his  underftanding  excellent,  and  im- 
proved by  all  that  education  could  impart;  yet  the  con- 
tempt in  which  the  people  held  his  father  occafioned  his 
being  fet  afide  at  the  enfuing  election.  The  affembly  of  the 
ftates  met  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  throne,  and  fome  of  the 
nobility  propofed  C^;wtr  j  but  the  pec^Ie  fearing  he- might 
devote  himfelf  to  the  vices  of  Mieczflaus^  fiifpended  his  elec- 
tion, without  di(qualifying  him  from  wearing  the  diadem^ 
iand  put  the  reins  of  aaminiftradon  into  the  hands  of  his  mo*^ 
ther  Rixa^  who  was  declared  regent  of  the  kingdom.  Thus 
cfndeavouring  to  avoid  one  error,  they  fell  into  a  worfe,  and 
dreading  a  voluptuous  fovereign,  they  chofe  a  tyrannical  re- 
gent.  Rixa  foon  exhibited  fpecimens  of  her  arbitrary  difpo- 
fition.  The  people  were  overwhelmed  with  taxes,  and  frefh 
exadions  raifed  upon  frivolous  pretences.  Germans  were 
preferred  to  all  places  of  truft  and  profit;  and  the  admini- 
ftration  was  entirely  in  the  hands  of  foreigners.  Thefe  com- 
pqfed  her  council,  and  direfled  all  her  mcafures.  Many  had 
^  amaffed  great  fortunes  in  the  /pace  of  a  fingle  year,  with, 
which  they  retired  out  of  the  kingdom.  T^e  Poles  com* 
plained,  and  fruitlefe  remoftrances  daily  befct  the  throne. 
Rixa  not  only  refufed  to  redrefs  their  grievances,  but  treated 
with  contempt  thofe  who  had  the  courage  to  ftand  up  in  de« 
Fence  of  the  privileges  of  the  nation.  Incenfed  at  her  con- 
du£l  the  Poles  flew  to  arms,  and  broke  through  thofe  feeble 
ties  which  had  bound  them  to  their  fovereign.  ^ixa  was  ba- 
tiiihed  the  kingdom  \  but  as  if  (he  had  forefeen  her  fate,  fiie 
firfl  fent  away  the  immenfe  treafures  amaffqd  by  the  viflo- 
ties  of  BokJIaus^  and  by  means  of  her  wealth'laid  claim  iq 
the  emperor's  protection. 

The  crimes  of  Rixa  drew  down  the  vengeance  of  the  Ct*vil 
Poles  upon  her  innocent  fon  $  Cajhnir  was  driven  out  of  the  ivars, 
kingdom,  and  the  people  fell  into  confufion  and  anarchy^ 
the  deferved  punifliment  of  their  unjuft  rigour.  The  con-* 
fequent  diforders  were  innumerable^  and  alnk)^  fatal.  The 
kingdom 'was  filled  with  blood;  every  naan  afpired  at  the 
crown ;  no  means  were  thought  too  bafe  or  cruel  to  g^in 
their  purpofes ;  the  laws  were  difregarded  \  the  moft  enorr* 
mous  crimes  committed  with  impunity;  all  fubordination 
ceafed ;  the  nobility  opprdSed  the  peafants,  and  tliefe  reta-  ^ 
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Hated  by  murdering  their  mafters ;  the  public  roads  wfere 
impaiTable;  barefaced  robberies,  and  the  mod  batbarous 
murders,  were  daily  committed^ :  no  afylum  was  facred  from 
the  depredations  of  numerous  bands  of  defperate  villains,  who 
infefted  every  quarter ;  even  the  churches  were  plundered^ 
and  the  miniflers  oi  Chriji  maflacred  by  thofe  impiouft 
wretches.  A  foreign  war  completed  the  calamities  of  Poland^ 
\  artd  rendered  the  people  more  miferable  if  poffible.      Thd 

duke  of  Bohemia  feized  this  opportunity  to  wipe  off  the  dif- 
grace  faftained  under  Bolejlam  ;  and  the  young  prince  Brett" 
Jlaus^  copyi»ig  the  ingratitude  of  his  father,  entered. the  Polijb 
frontier,  feized  Wratiflaw  TLTidPofnan^  znd  laid  thofe  cities  with 
the  whole  furrounding  country  in  afees,  after  having  mafla- 
cred or  endaved  the  wretched  inhabitants.  The  archiepifco- 
pal  fee  of  Gnefna^  and  the  fineft  city  in  Poland^  fhated  the 
fame  fortune ;  it  was  facked  and  plundered  with  all  the  eager 
avarice  of  barbarians,  and  the  unhappy  citizens  were  murdered 
on  the  fpot,  or  reduced  to  cruel  fervitude.  Women  of  all 
degrees  and  ages  were  defiled,  and  the  altars  polluted  with  the 
moft  favage  a6ls  of  brutality.  In  a  ^ord,  every  thing  of ' 
which  the  moft  ungovernable  rage,  luft,  and  avarice  of  an 
uncivilized  nation  was  capable,  was  committed  at  Gnefna^ 
and  that  flourifiiing  city  brought  to  the  deepeft  abyfs  of 
wretchednefs. 

However  horrible  the  fcene  aSed  by  the  cruel  Bohe- 
mans  might  appear,  it  was  nothing  to  what  was  tran fading 
in  another  quarter  of  the  kingdom  by  the  incenfed  ^arijlam^ 
at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army  oi  Ruffians,  It  exceeds  the 
power  of  imagination  and  language  to  defcribe  the  ravages 
he  committed  in  the  palatinate  of  Mazovidy  from  which  he 
did  not  withdraw  his  troops  before  he  reduced  the  provinces 
to  a  heap  of  afhes,  burning  houfes,  woods,  corn  fields,  men, 
women,  and  children,  without  difcrimination.  Thefe  cala- 
mities at  length  opened  the  eyes  of  the  unfortunate  Poles, 
and  they  faw  clearly  the  injuftice  of  punifhing  the  innocent 
Cajimir  for  the  crimes  of  his  cruel  mother.  His  youth  had 
promifed  all  they  could jequire  in  a  prince;  and  why,  faid 
they,  may  he  not  inherit  the  virtues  of  his  royal  grandfather, 
as  probably  as  the  vices  of  his  father  and  mojher.  Misfor- 
<une  had  foftened  their  hearts  ;  they  were  flung  wijh  the 
keened  remorfe,  and  regarded  all  they  had  fuffered  as  the 
Juft  punifiiment  of  their  iniquitous  fentence  pafled  on  Ca- 
Jimir,  They  determined  to  recal  him  as  the  beft  expiation 
of  their  crime;  but  they  firft  refolved  to  carry  their  com- 
plaints againft  the  cruelty  of  the  dulce  of  Bohemia  to  the  ponw 
tifical  throne;    an  event  which  laid  the  foundation  of  that 
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vaft  power  which  the  fee  of  Rome  hath  ever  iloce  inaintainei 
in  Poland.  At  this  time  the  popes  were  in  the  zenith  of 
their  power,  exercifing  the  moft  defpotic  authority  over  the 
confciences  of  princes,  eftahlifhifig  their  influence  over  tem-r 
poral  as  well  as  fpiritual  juri(cli£tions,  afluming  tq  themfelves 
the  right  of  adjudging  the  differences  of  fovereign^  ;  of  rc» 
leafing  fubjefts  from  their  alle§yance ;  of  difpofmg.  crowns  at 
pleafure  ^  and.  of  robbing  and  plundering  whole  nations,  un- 
der the  pretence  of  fecuring  the  gates  of  heaven  to  wicked 
tyrants.  The  anathemas  of  the  chijrch  of  Ro^ne  were  dreaded 
as  the  moft  terrible  of  all  calamities ;  and  the  pontiffs  did 
not  want  the  art  of  keeping  up  the  credit  of  their  fpiritua) 
thunder.  The  Poks  thought  to  profit  by  their  cohaplaifancQ 
to  the  holy  fee ;.  their  prefenting  their  grievances  to  the  pope 
was  an  acknowledgement  of  his  power  to  redrefs  them.  Aoi- 
baffadort  were  accordingly  fent  to  Rom^^  and  a  bitter  remon- 
firance  pfefented  to  the  pontiff  of  the  cruelties  and  facrilege^ 
committed  by  the  duke,  of  Bohemia,  Their  complaints 
were  at  firfl  favourably  heard,  the  duke  and  the  bifliop  of 
Pragui  were  cited  to  appear  before  the  pope,,  and  their  am- 
bafladors  and  agents,   apprehenfive  of  an  excommunication^ 

I>romifed  ample  reftitution  and  intire  con^penfation  of  their 
ofles  to  the  Poks.  Mean  time,  the  influence  of  gold  was 
tried,  and  it  fucceeded.  Prefents  were  diftributed  with  a  ju- 
dicious liberality,  and  the  holy  fee  made  to  forget  exa&ing 
'  the  performance  of  the  duke's  promifes.  The  difputes  about 
the  pontifical  throne  greatly  favoured  the  general  corruption  ; 
and  Clement^  BenediSij  Syhejier^  and  Gregory^  were  all  equally 
ip  want  and  ecjually  rapacious  *. 

Disappointed  of  revenge  in  Bohemia,  harrafled  with 
foreign  and  domeflic  wars,  and  reduced  to  the  moft  piteous 
fituation,  the  nobility  again  turned  their  thoughts  to  feme 
expedient  for  cafing  themfelves  from  the  load  of  calanjity. 
All  acknowledged  that  a  prince  was  neccfTary  {or  Poland  i 
and  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed  that  fome  compenfatioo  of  his 
fuflTerings  fhould  be  made  to  Cajimir,  the  innocent  vidtim  of 
the  people*s  juft  refentment  againft  his  parents.  Policy  as 
well  as  repentance  di£lated  this  meafure,  as>  it  was  equally 
dangerous  to  raife  one  of  the  nobility  to  the  fupreme  dignity, 
and  to  befiow  it  on  a  foreign  prince. 
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The  diflSculty  was  how  to  make  Cafimir  acquainted  with     j^.^^ 
the  rcfolution  of  the  people.    He  had  been  abfent  from  the  Cafimir  L 
•  Michpv.  apudPiftor.  t  ii.   c.  ix.   Hartn.  1.  L  p.  67. 
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ittrigcJdm  for  the  fpacc  of  five  years,  and  no  one  Wa$  ac- 
quainted wrhh  the  place  of  fats  retreat.    When  he  was  ba- 
fiifhed  Pelandy  he  retired  into  France^  applied  clofely  to  his 
Ihidies  at  the  univerfity  of  Paris j  whence  he  pailed  to  Itafy^ 
and  for  the  fake  of  bread  entered  into  a  monaitery,  and  took 
trpon  him  the  habit.     He  afterwards  returned  to  Frana^  and 
obtained  fome  preferment    in   the   abbey   of  Clt^u     All 
lfai$  was  utterly  unknown  to  the  Poles ;    they  lent  an  amba^ 
to  the  mother  of  Cafimir^  to  acquaint  her  with  their  inten- 
tion, and  procure  a  dire£tion  for  the  young  prince,  on  ob- 
taining which  they  repaired  with  adl  expedition  to  Clugni : 
but  th«  facred   funfUon  of  Cqfimif  was  an  infurmountable 
obftnidkm  to  his  afcending  the  throne  of  his    anceftors^ 
without  a  difpenfation  from  the  fee  of  Romg.    Amhaflk^ons 
mtxt  for  this  purpofe  difpatehed  t6  Bene££i  IX.  or  as  fom^ 
writers  affirm,  to  Clement  11.  wbOj  moved  with  the  misfortunes 
of  the  kingdom,  granted  the  requeft  of  the  people^  and  dii^ 
itrharged  the  prince  from  all  his  facerdotal  engagements,  on 
his  confenting  jointly  with  his  fubje^ts  to  pay  the  capitation- 
tax,  called  Peter-pence  \    an   exorbitant  impofttion  levied  ii) 
chofe  days  upon  almoft  ^11  the  nations  in  Europe,    The  pon- 
tiff Ukewife  made  fome  other  conditions  of  lefs  confequence^ 
perhaps  with  intention  of  covering  his  principal  defign,  that 
of  robbing  the  kingdom  j    thefe  were  a  promtfe  that   the 
PoUs  ihouid  fhave  their  heads  and  beards,  and  wear  a  whit^ 
finen  Hole  at  the  chief  feftivals^  like  all  the  other  profeiS>rs 
of  the  Roman  Catly)lic  faiih.     Preparations  were  made  for 
the  magnificent  reception  of  the  young  prince,  who  was  re-^ 
garded  as  the  tutelary  angel  of  the  ftate,  come  to  baniffi 
misfortune,    and  reftore  pleitty,  peace,  and  harmony.    He 
was  met  on  the  frontier  by  the  bifliops,  nobility,  and  forces 
of  the  nation,  who  condu&ed  him  to  Gnefna^  where  he  was 
crowned  by  the  hands  of  the  primate-archbiihop,  with  mor^ 
than  ufual  folemnity.     Caftmir  no  fooner  afcended  the  throne 
than  he  applied  bis  attention  to  the  eftabliQiment  of  public 
order,  and  enforcing  the  laws.    He  attacked  with  great  fpirir 
the  impudent  troops  of  banditti  who  infefled  the  highways 
and  ftreets,  befieged  and  demolifhed  their  ftrong  holds,  feized 
their  chiefs,  and  punifbed   them  capitally.    The  reft  wen? 
pardoned  to  avoid  ibedding  blood  unnecefGurily,  a  few  exam- 
ples of  feverity  being  thought  fiifficient  to  refiore  the  autho- 
rity of  the  government.    Now  people  of  all  ranks  purftied 
their  fevefal  fundions  unmolefled  $   the  ftsSznt  returned  to 
cultivate  his  land ;    the  merchant  engaged  afrefh  in  com-^ 
merce,.  and  the  mechanic  reaped  fecurely  the  fruits  of  his 
indultry  i  the  cities  were  enlarged  and  repeopled ;  the  laws 
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t>tifi£!ua(Ily  executed;   civil  fociety  was  re*efiiblifhed,  aiifd 
the  arts  and  fctences  began. to  be  cultivated,   where  they 
w^re  before  unknown,  under  the  aufpices  of  their  royal  patfon. 
All  caufe  of  contention  with  Rujfia  was  cut  ofF  by  the  king'3 
marriage  ^ith  the  princefs  Afory,    fifter  of  duke  J^r/^w ;  ^ 
and  thus  an  alliance  was  contra<5);ed  with  the  bitcereii  and 
mofl  fbrniidable  enemy  of  Poland.    Religion  too  employed 
part  of  the  care  of  the  monarch  ^   he  had  not  forgot  that  he 
once  embraced  the  facred  fun£iion,   in  commemoratibn  of 
which  he  founded  the  abbey  of  Tiniez,  on  the  Vifiula^  Upon  , 
'  Ihe  whole,  the  kingdom  f)6uri(hed  nnore  than  under  any  pre* 
ceding  reign ;    it  was  wealthy  by  induflry,  and  not  from  the 
fpoils  of  conqueft ;   it  was  refpeftable  from  the  wifdom  and 
ilabiltty  of  the  adnainiftration,  ra(ther  than  by  numerous  ar- 
mies and   bloody  vidories.     Cafimir  cultivated  peace  1    but 
he  gavefufficient  proofs  of  the  firmnefs  of  his  mind  and  his 
courage  in  reducing  the  banditti  (A),  ^d  eftabliibing  the 
public  tranquillity.     After  a  happy  reign  of  fixteen  years,  he  ^^^thof 
died  honoured,  beloved,  and  deeply  regretted  ^.  Cafunir- 

BOLESLAUSlh  furnamtd  the  B  0  L  ti. 

CASIMIR  left  three  fons,  the  elder  of  whom  was  crovfrned  Boleflaus 
king  of  Poland  the  day  immediately  fuccceding  his  father's  fu-  ^^* 
heral.  A  flrong  party  of  the  nobility  were  for  deferring  the 
coronation,  under  various  pretexts ;  but  Bohflaus  was  ef- 
poufed  by  the  majority  of  the  people,  who  determined,  out 
of  rcfpeft  to  his  father's  memory,  and  in  compliance  with 
the*  folicitations  of  the  queen  bis  mother,  immediately  to 
cntruft  him  with  the  reins  of  government.  The  young  mo- 
narch footi  diftinguifhed  how  well  he  merited  the  confidence 
of  his  fubjefts ;  and  his  nairie  in  a  few  months  became  fo 
famous,  that  all  the  unfortunate  oppreiTed  princes  in  the 
neighbotiriitg  ftates  of  Poland^  retired  to  h\s  court  as  to  a 
fanduary,  where  they  were  fure  of  protediion,  and  of  that 
pity  which  misfortune  ever  excites  in  generous  minds,  ya- 
comir^  fon  of  Brite/Iaus  du\ie  of  Bohemia^  BeJa  brother  to  the 
king  of  Hungary,  zndZaJlaus  duke  of  Kiovia^  eldeft  fon  of 

*»  Mat.  de  Michov.  ibid.     Herb.  dePalilin,  1.  iij. 

(A)  Cafimir  likewife  approv-  queen's  patronage,  to  the  high- 
ed  his  courage  in  fubduing  the  ell  offices  of  the  ftate»  at  laft 
infolence  of  one  Majlausy  who,  affumed  the  title  of  prince  of  . 
from  a  private  foldier  in  the  Mazo<i/ta,  threw  off  his  allegi- 
fervice  of  the  late  king,  rofe  ance  to  Poland,  and  was  con- 
by  dint  of  effrontery  and  the  qucrcd  by  Cafimir, 
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yarijlatts  duke  of  Rvffta^  and  couiin  to  the  king  of  PokmJ^ 
all  took  refuge  under  his  wing,  againft  the  defection  of  their 
iubjedts,  or  the  ambitious  defigns  of  their  .relations ;    they 
were  unfortunate,  and  that  was  fufficienc  claim  to  his  coun- 
tenance.   It  would  be  digreffing  frofti  our  fubjcd  to  irecite 
the  difcontencs    in    their   feveral   countries,    which    com- 
pelled theie   princes   into  baniihnient ;    it  is    fufficknt  for 
our  prefent  purpofe  <to  relate  the  meafures  which  Boiejkus 
He  iva^es  took  to  redrefs  their  grievances.     With  wtfytA  to  Bthgmia^ 
nvar  nxjith  hofliliiles  firft  Commenced  from  that  quarter.     Bokjkms  was 
^f  </«i^  of  only  revolving  in  his  ovfrn  mind  what  be  ihould  do  to  Cervc  y^- 
Bokemia.  ^^^^^^^  when  the  duke  of  Bohemia^  dreading  the  coofeq|iiences 
of  his  brother's  efcape,  and  irritated  at  the  kindneft  ftiewn 
him  by  the  king  of  Poland^  regarded  Eokfiaui  as  his  eaemyy 
and  deterntined  to  anticipate  his  projeAs.    With  tbis^view 
^  he  afiembled  an  army,  and,  previous  to  any  declacation  of 

'  war,  marched  through  the  Hercynian  foreft,  defokted  Sikfia^ 
and  penetrated  the  frontiers  of  Poland,'  which  he  laid  wafie 
with   fire  and  fword.     He  did   not  long  continue  :thefe  la^ 
\Sigts  I '  Bo/eJIaus  marched  with  a  Oender  arn[>y  to  give  hii» 
battle,  and  by  mere  dint  o(  fuperior  capacity ,  forced  the  duke 
to.  take  (helter  iti  a  wood,  where  be  cooped  him  up,  and  re- 
•  -  duced  his  forces  to  great  ncceiSty.     The  duke  made  pro- 
.     .jpofals  for  accommodating  the  differences,  which  9ftfc  re^^ed 
,.with  difiiain  by  B^leJJaus-y   upoo  which  he  employed  every 
.    "^       ilratagem  of  war  to  extricate  himfelf  from  his  prefent  diftreiled 
.fituaiion^  and  fucceeded.     Orderrng  fires  to  be  kindled  in  his 
camp,  as  if  he  propofed  continuing  there,  he  retired  with 
the  utmoii;  fiknce  under  cover  of  the  night  through  narrow 
*      'defiles,  and  marched  -feveral  leagues  before  BoUJlaus  received 
.advice  of  his  retreat.    The  king  purfued,  but  in  vain ;    he 
was  forced  to  return,,  after  having  ravaged  the  fiontiers  of 
'Morauiii,    Early  in  the  fpung  he  marched  with  a  numerous 
army  into  B^emia,   determined   upon    taking    fignal   ven- 
geance f    but  his  refentment  was  app^afed  by  the  duke's  con- 
ccflions  I   a  negotiation  was  fct  oa  foot,  which  terminated  in 
.a  treaty  of  mariiage  between  the  duke  and  the  kind's  filler, 
fff/^ici  however  did  not  withdraw  his  protedlion  Uomja- 
eofniri   on  the  contrary,  h^  ftipukted  feveral  advantages  fof 
him  in  the  treaty,  and  faw  the  articles  minutely  executed  ^ 
Having  concluded  the  affair  with  Bohemia  to  bis  fatisfac- 
;  tion,  he  determined  to  fuccour  the  fugifive  B/i&,  brother  to* 
the  king  of  Hungary.    Thb  prince  had  for  fomc  time  beeo 
folicited,  by  a  body  of  the  difaffe&ed  nobility,  to  return  to 
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iKsit  kingdom,  and  had  the  ftrongeft  a0urance$  given  him 
that  his  appearance  would  occafion  a  general  infurredion   of 

,  the  people,  who  dctefted  the  tyrannical  difpofitionjof  his  bro- 
ther j^  but  he  waitecj  until  BoUJIaiis  had  brought  the  war  with 
Bohemia  to  an  iffue,  relying  chiefly  upon  hi«  fupport.  He 
knew  the  king's  generofity  and  compaflion,  which,  with  his 
ardor  for  glory,  would  eafily  engage  him  in  his  intercft  : 
l^or  was  J^^^f  miftaken  in  his  judgnient  ^  the  king  riifed  ^^ 
zxmjj  and  both  princes  entered  Hungary  by  different  routes, 
at  the  head  of  (eparate  numerous  corpS^  Andrew  king  of 
Hungary  was  not  difcouraged  or  difconcerted  by  this  formid- 
irirfc  invafion^  he  was  powerfully  affifted  by  the  emperor^ 
and  commanded  a  prodigious  army.  A  bodjr  pf  BohemioHs 
had  likewife  come  to  his  fuccdur,  iii  3ire£i  violation  of  the 
late  treaty  b'etweeri  the  duke  and  Poland  i  but  all  thefe  forces 
ftrved  only  to  procradin^te  bis  fate,  and  render  the  firuggle 
more  blOodyi  At  laft  a  decifive  battle  was  fought,  in  which  ^^  defcaii 
the  'Germaris  perforified  prodigies  of  valour,  though  they  /^^Hun- 
Direre  forced  to  yield  to  the  fortune  of  the  FoUsy  and  the  garians.- 
treachery  of  the  HungaHanSy  who  in  the  beat.^f  the  engage- 
ment deferted  their  kijtg,  and  went  over  to  B^Ia.  Almoft  all 
the  foreign  auxiliaries  were  flain  in  the  field,  the  king  was 
ftlzJtd  in  bis  flight,  and  treated  with  fo  ;much  inibleoce  by  his 
perBdious  fubje^s,  that  he  died  of  chagrin  a  fewday^  after  the 
battle.  This  event  opened  a  cleir  path  for  B^Jd  to  afcend 
the  tbrowe  of  I^ngary,  where  he  was  fcarce  fcated  before  thfi 
peafants  revolted,  but  were  foon  fubducd  by  the  Polijh  army, 
and  tb^  ringleader^  put  to  death,  ^  after  which  Boletus  fe^' 
turned  to  his  own  dominions.  ^ 

It  was  now  that  be  turned  hts  thonghts  to  fecuritxg  the 
fucceffion  of  bis  crown  in  his  own  family  by  naarriage  ;  and 
though  he  was  upon  the  eve  of  a  war  with  Rufftay  he  ef- 

^     poufed  a  princefs  of  that  country.     The  pretext  for  this  rup- 
ture was  tb  obtain  jufftice  to  ZaJIaus  duke  of  Kiovioy  who 
took  refuge  at  his  court,  and  claimed  his  proteftion ;    but  * 
Ihe  truth  was^. that  5^/(/7fl»/  bad  married  a  ^tt^«  princefs 
•  only  to  ftrengthen  hi?  claim  to  the  ducal  crown,  which  he  - 
derived  from  Mary  queen  of  Poland^  fifter  of  duke  Jarijlaus. 
Perhaps  a  defirfe  of  emulating  the  glory  oiBoleJlam  the  Greats 
and  reqovering  a  vafl  cxtenfive  country^  loft  H?y  the  inaftivity 
xJi  Miecxjlam^  his  grandfather,  Simulated  him  to  undertake 
the  arduous  conqufeft  of  Mufirvy.     His  late  vifiories  infpired 
hrim  with  a. notion  that  his  ^rm  was  invincible;   he  was  in 
poffeflion  pf  money,  troops,   and  every  fequifite  for  the  en- 
tcrprizei    and  he  was  feconded  by  a  prince  oi  RuJJiay  who 

^     fijll  retained  a  powerful   infiuence  in  that  Country.     At  the 
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head  of  a  numerous  well-appointed  army  he  bent  his  marcn 
to\yards  the  RuJJlan  frontier,  and  wias*  oppofed  by  Wijfejlausy 
who  had  ufurped   the  dutchy  of  Kiovia^  with  a  prodigious 
Hereon-      aritiy.     The  king  however  continued  to  advance,  and  the 
qtt^i  kp'^^  Ry£iaH  ^\i\it\  intimidated  at  the  multitude  and  difciplinc  of 
^''' ^      the  Polifl)  forces,  withdre\^  prjvately  from  his  ^rmy  with  a 
"   ^'       flender  retinue ;    upon  which  the  Mufcovitesj  deftitute  of  a  • 
*    chief,  broke  lip  camp  tumultuoufly  and  difperfed  themfelves. 
The  king,  fufpeaing  a  ftratagem,  advanced  in  good  order 
.    to  Kiovidj  with  .intention  of  laying  fiege  to  that  important 
city.     On  his  approach,  he  found  that  the  inhabitants,  de- 
ferted  by  their  prince,  had  invited  his  brothers  Suantojlam  and 
PFfzevold  to  their  afliftance.    Thefe  princes  however  inter- 
pofed  as   medutors,  and  procured   pardon  from  Zajlaus  for 
their  rebellion ;    upon  which  they  opened  their  gates  to  re- 
ceive their  natural  prince   and  the  king  o?  Poland.     With 
the  fame  facility  the  two  princes  recovered  all  the  other  do- 
miirions  ufurped  by  Wijfejlaus^  the  terror  of  the  Polijh  arms 
obliging  all  the  cities  to   fubmit,  without  ftriking  a  blow,  or 
making  the  leaft  fliew  of  refiftance.     PremiJIaw  alone  had 
the  courage  to  ftand  on  its  defence.    This  was  reputed  the 
ftrongeft  fortrefs  in  the  North,  and  the  richeft  city  in  the 
Rujfian  dominions,    its  wealth  being  nov^  encreafed  hy  the 
va(t  quantities  of  treafure  lodged  in  it  by  the  friends  of  Wif- 
fefiam^  as  in  a  place  of  perfect  fecurity.     The  waters  of  the 
river  '^ona^  which  had  now  overflowed  its  banks^    and  laid 
the  adjacent  country  under  water,  rendered  all  approaches  al- 
moft  iraprafticable,  yet  the  ardor  of  BoleJIaus  determined  to 
furmount  every  difficulty.     He  invefted  the  city,  and  carried 
on  his  works  with    unremitting  diligence.     The  befieged 
made  vigorous  falKes,   in  one  of  which  they  penetrated   to 
/.  th^  heart  of  the  king's  camp,  but  were  repulfed  and  driven 

back  within  the  walls  with  prodigious  flaughter ;    after  which 
BoleJIaus  ordered  the  town  to  be  ftormed  in  three  different 
quarters.     The  preparations  made   for  this  purpofe  terrified 
the  befieged,  they  hung  out  a  flag  of  truce,  entered  into  a 
negotiation,  and  obtained  more  favourable  terms,  out  of  re- 
gard to  their  valour,  than  in  fuch  circumftances  they  could 
cxpeft. 
Eftahlijhes      While  the  PoUJh  monarch  was  in  the  full  careef-of  con- 
ihe  peace  of  (\\^^ik^  the  revolt  in  Hungary^  confequent  on  the  death  of 
Hungary.  &/</,  demanded  his  attention  and   pre  fence.    To  aflift  the 
childrert  of  his  deceafed  friend,  he  marched  into  that  king- 
dom with  his  army,  contrary  to   the  advice  of  many  of  his 
officers :    and  by  the  influence  oX.  his  reputation  only  efta- 
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Uiflied  the  public  tranquillity,  and  fixed  the  young  princes 
in  peaceable  poiTeffion  of  their  paternal  dominions. 

He  no  fooner  procured  rcpoie  to  Hungary  than  he  turned 
back  to  complete 'the  conqueft  oi  Rujp^a^  where,  during  his 
abfence,  the  three  brothers  were  again  embroiled,  Zofiaus  be- 
ing a  fecond  time  driven  from  Kiovia,     It  was  neceflary  now 
to  refume  the  wprk  afrefh  ;^  all  the  conquefts  be  had  made 
the  preceding  year  were  loft,  and  Suantojlaus  and  IVfzevold 
were  more  powerful  than  ever.     The  king's  vigour  however 
foon  difconcerted  all  their  meafures  ;    he  ravaged  thole  ter-     • 
ritories   which  now  'compofc   the  palatinates  of  Lufac  aqd  . 
Chelm^  formed  the  fiege  of  fFofynj  reduced  that  ftrong  city, 
after  an   obdinate  defence  of  fix   months,  and  tranfported         i 
all  the  rich  booty  to  Poland,    He  finifhed  the  campaign  wiih 
giving  battle  to  IVfzevold^  which  proved  fo  bloody,  that  tho' 
Bolejlaus  gained  the  honour  of  a  victory,  he  was  too  much 
weakened  to  purfue  his  conquefts.    In  the  winter  he  returned 
to  Poland^   made  frefli  levies,   and  returned   in  the  fpring*  A.  D. 
with  numerous  forces  to  Rujfial    Ffe  began  his  operations     ^^74* 
with  the  fiege  of  Kiovia^  a  city  which  had  already  coft  Po^ 
land  an  immenfe  quantity  of  blood  and  treafure.     The  attack 
and  defence  were  equally  vigorous ;    defperate  fallies  daily 
filled  the  tren6hes  with  carnage;  but  the  king  bad  at  length 
'efFeftdd  a  breach,  and  was  preparing  -to  ftprm  the  town,  when 
he  fuddenly  altered  his  refolution,  on  advice  that  famine  be- 
gan to  appear  among  the  befieged.     This  induced  him  to 
convert  the  fiege  into  a  blockade,  not  doubting  but  fo  nu- 
merous a  garrilbn  would  be  foon  forced  to  furrender  at  dif> 
cretion,   without  his  facriBcing  th^  lives  of  multitudes  of     ' 
brave  Toldicrs.     His  conjefiure  proved  right,  rich  and  poor 
periQied  in  crowds  with  hunger,  and  at  laft  the  garrifon  fub- 
mitted  upon  fuch  jponditions  as  the  king  thought  proper  to 
impbfe.    The  moderation  exerted  by  Bolijlaus  on  this  occa- 
fion  redounded   more  to  bis  honour  than  all  his  vi(Slories, 
inftead^  of  punifhing  their  obftinacy,  he  highly  applauded  the 
courage  of  the  citizens,    and  rewarded  thofe  bold  fons  of 
freedop[),  by  ftridly  prohibiting  his  troops  from  pillaging  or 
infulting  the  inhabitants,  and  by  diftributing  corn  and  provi- 
fions  among  them  with  the  utmoft  liberality.     He  led  his  . 
troops  in  triumph  indeed  into   the  city ;    but  fuch  was  the 
cfteem  that  his  generofity  infpired,  that  he  was  received  amidft 
the  acclamations  of  the  people  as  their  deliverer  and  not  thctic 
conqueror.     In  this  inftance  efpecially  he  equalled  the  glory 
of  his  predeceflbr  Bolejlaus  the  Great,  and  propofed  a  ftriking 
example  to  princes  how  much  the  horror  of  conqiieft  may  be 
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diminiflied,  and  the  glory  of  y\&.ory  exalted,  by  th^  gOcHtliiQ 
virtues  of  humanity  f. 
He  *^^°^'     Unfortunately  5^/^«i  loft  his  reputation    in  the 
^^^'thth     ^^^^  ^"5^  where  he  had  acquired  immortal  hondur,  and,  like 
Tuxur  of   ^"O^her  Hannibal^  fufiercd  hiipfelf  to  be  fubdUed  by  the  plea- 
Kiovia,      f"^^^  ^^  ^^^  "^^^  fcnfuai   luxury,     Kiovia  Was   the  richeft^ 
'     the  moft  voluptuous,  and  diffolurte  city  in  the  North.    Moft 
of  the  inhabitants  were  Greeisy  the  religion  of,  that  cburcli 
V^as  embraced  by  all,  and  the  corrupt  manners  of  that  pi^o- 
ple  foon  fuccceded.     Before  this  laft  fii^ge  the  Kioviam  had 
preferved  fome  pottion  of  their  rough  antient  fprrit,;    now 
they  I'trrrendered  themfelyes  to  the  ihoft  debauched  pleafures; 
-  .the  Poles  received  the  contagion,  and  from  a  bold  hardy  race, 
became  a  liixorious,  emafculated,  debauched  multitude  :  even 
Bohjlaus ^\vho  had  hitherto  fupported  the  dignity  of  his  crown 
with  diftinguifced'luftre,  abandoned  himfelf  to  the , moft  fenr 
.     foal  and  voluptuous  plejtfures.     In  conftqu6nce  his  tempe- 
rance, diligence,  intrepidity,  affabilitya  and  prudence,  weref 
now  abforbed  in  luxury,  and   he   became   proud,  indolent, 
and  defpotic.     He  afF^^led  all  the  imperious  ftate  of  an  eaft- 
crn   monarch,  and  degenerated  into   a   relifh  for  the    moft* 
depraved  debaucheries.     The  wealth,  which  wgs  the  fruit  of 
his  viftories,  was  diflipatcd  in  the  gratification  of  his  appe- 
tites ;    and  the  conqueror  of  Kiovia  became   a  flaye- to  the. 
manners  of  its  inhabitants,  and  an  apoftate  from  thofe  he- 
roic qualities  which   had  raifed  him  upon  a  level  With  the 
greateft  monarchs  o(  Europe.     The  confe(juences-bad  almoft 
proved  fatal  io  Poland.     This  and  tht  Hungarian  war  ha4 
employed  the  king  and  his  army  for  the  fpace  of  feven  years, 
during  which  time  he  returned  only  onceJ  to  his  own  domi- 
nions,   and  then  made  but  a  ftiort  ftay  of  three  months. 
Confpiraty  This  long  abfehce  introduced  confufipn,  Ihd  filled  the  coun- 
g/^ /i»^  Por  try  with  events^  as  extraordinary  as  any  recorded  in  hiftory, 
Ijfh  ivo-     and  fcarce  credible  if  they  had  ndt  l)ecn  paralleled  by  fome- 
W»'.  thing  fimilar  in  well-artefted  antient  annuls.    The  Pofift>  wp- 

men,  exafperated  at  the  indifference  of  their  husbands,  and 
the  preference  given  to  the  females  of  Kiotita^  refolved  on  figr 
nal  revenge,  and  raifed  their  flavps  to  the  beds  of  thei^J 
mafters.  The  whole  fex  conrpired  in  thefam;e  infamy,  en- 
tered into  (blemn  obligatiohs  of.  general  proftitutjon,  and 
thereby  diJhonoured  themfelves  and  family  from  motives  of 
revenge  and  jealoufy.  Margar^t^  the  wife  of  count  Nichdla^ 
of  Zemboijin^  alone  withftood  the  univerfal  corruption,  ancf 
preferved  her  fidelity.     She  refitted  all  folicitatipfis,  and  re- 

?  Hartnoch,  lib.  i.  cap.  ii.     Guagn.  p  63,  apud  Piilor. 

;     fufed 


TBe  Hiftory  of  PoifLTid.  71 

fafed  covering  heffeTf  with  crimes  becaufe  her  husband  had 
|K>ffib]y  given  way  to  temptation.  Advice  of  this  ftrange  rcr 
volutioft  was  received  at  Kiovia,  ami  it  exerted  terrible  com- 
motions. The  foldicrs  laid  their  difiionour  on  the  king ; 
and  forgetting  that  themfclves  had  given  way  to  the  torrent 
of  corruption,  exclaimed  againft^fl/{/7^«j  as  a  prihce  whd, 
had  ftained  his  former  glory  byrhe  moft  fhameful  volap- 
tuoufite^,  who  had  reaped  no  other  fruits  from  the  conqueft 
of  Ruffia  than  thofe  qf  (hame,  and  who  had  been  the  chief 
inftru men t  of.  th<  irreparable  difhonour  of  his  whole  army. 
The  cfFeit  of  thefe  violent  prejudices  and  refentments  againft 
the  king  was  a  general  defertion.  Afmoft  the  whole  army,  * 
impatient  of  revenge,  returned  to  Poland^  leaving  their  fove- 
reign  alone  in  the  heart  of  RuJJia  ^. 

Before  their. return  the  women  had  endeavoured  to  fkreeit 
themfelves  againft  the  refcntment  of  their  husbands,  by  perfuad- 
ing  their  lovers  to  take  arms ;  and  they  had  indeed  feized  upon 
moft  of  the  ftrong  fortrefles,  in  which  they  withftood,  and  for 
a  long  time  foilet)^  all  the  attempts  of  the  conquerors  of  Mup 
€(fvy.    The  women,  aSuated  bydefpair,  fought  by  the  fides  of 
their  gallants,  formed  themfelves  into  battalions^  feemed  ani- 
mated with  a  fury  altogether  irrcfiflible,  fought  out  their  huf- 
banf't  in  the  heat  of  battle,  and  endeavoured  to  efface  the  ftain 
of  adultery  hy  the  moft  cruel  parricide.*    They  were  however 
on  the  point  of  being  fubdued,  when  Buiejlam  arrived  with 
his  few  remaining  Poles^  and  a  vaft   army   of  Kujjiam^  ta , 
heighten  the  fcene  of  horror,  and  inf!i£):  equal  punifhmenc 
on  the  wctnen^    their   gallants,    and  his  own  foldiers,  who 
had  deferted  his  camp.     The  king's  cruelty  united  the  wo- Co^sr/fi. ' 
men,,   their  husbands,    and  flaves ;    feveral  defpcrate  battles  quenuu 
were  fought,  the  country  was  overflowed  with  the  blood  of 
its  children,,  the  roftels  were  at  length  fubdued,  and  the  few 
who  had  efcaped  the  fword,  died  in  loatlifoCme  priibns,  or  un- 
der the  *  excruciating  pains  of  torture  ^. 

Ta  add  to  the  calamities  of  Poland^  the  fchifn^s^  which  hai 
for  fome  time  divided  the  church  of  Roimy  fowid  entrance 
into  this  kingdom  ;  and  the  animofity  of  the  parties  became 
vehement^  in  proportion  to  the,  frivoloufnefe  of  their  differ-  "^ 
eoces.  At  lafl;  it  became  an  affair  of  property^  and  aeon-  . 
tention  for  wealth  and  power  betweeri  tlje  king  and  the  cler- 
gy* This  fooft  gave  occafion  for  blood fhed  ;  and  the  biflbojx 
fkCfdcQW  was  maflacred  in  the  cathedral,  while  he  was  per- 
forming the  facred  duties  of  his  office.  Some  writers  al- 
ledge,  i\i2Lt  BoUJlaus^  giving  way  to  all  thofe.  vices  which  po-' 

^  Id.  ibid^    MAt.  de  Michov.  p.  zjy  28*  ,  «  Id.  ibid. 
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Key,  the  bufy  fcenc  in  which  he  was  engaged,  and  the  Iav0 
of  conqueft,  had  hitherto  fuppreiTed,  became  not  only  the 
moft  diirolute  prince,  but  the  bloodieft  tyrant  of  his  age.  Kio^ 
via  had  onIy,waihed  offa  varnifh  of  hypocrify,  and  difplayed 
!bb  natural  difpofition  in  it$  genuine  charader.  The  murder 
of  the  prelate,  and  other  enormous  crimes,  were  foon  fuc- 
ceeded  by  vengeance  \  t^if  ^lergy  joined  with  one  voice^in 
pouring  out  their  con^plaints  to  the  pontilF,  and  demanding  a 
punifhment  adequate  to  the  guilt  of  the  royal  affgffiq.  Grego- 
ry Yll,  took  them  under  his  prot^&ion,  thundered  out  the 
xnbft  dreaJful  anatheqias  agaioft  the  king,  releafed  his  fubr 
jcds  from  their  allegiance,  deprived  hjm  of  the  titles  of  fo- 
vejreignty,  and  charged  the  kingdom  with  a  general  inter- 
did,  which  the  archbiOiop  o^Gnefna  faw  punftually  enforced. 
'  In  vain  did  Bolejlaus  oppofe  hi$  authority,  and  recal  that  fpi^ 

TJt'which  had  rendered  him  terrible  to  the.  neighbouring  ftates, 
and  the  admiration  of  his  fi|bje£b.  Superftition  cloi^ed  the 
Ypinds  of  the  people  ;.  they  yielded  implicitly  to  the  dictates 
of  the  por)tifF,  and  deemed  it  »  lefs  heinous  crime  to  rife  \t% 
rebellion  ^g^inft  their  fovereign,  and  fill  the  kingdom  with 
ilaughter,  than  oppofe  the  tyranny  of  the  holy  fee.  A  king 
under  the  cenfure  of  the  church  was  regarded  as  a  monfter, 
and  avoided  with  abhorrence.  Confpiraciiss  were  formed 
Ugainft  his  government  and  perfon ;  P^Zt?«i  becaqie  a  fcene 
of  confufion;  Bolejlaus  was  abandoned  by  s^ll  nien,  even  thofe 
Reptiles  who  bafked  in  the  radiance  of  his  prosperity  ;.  be  cou]4 
not  with  fafety  continue  longer  in  his  own  dominions ;  and 
the  ufjtfortunate  monarch  was  fprced  to  fly  precipi(;j|tely  with 
his  fon  MieczJlauSi  and  feek  refuge  in  Hungary.  Nor  did  the 
pontiff  *s  vengeance  flop  with  having  driven  him  from  ^ 
throne;  it  purfued  f f/^2<j  to  his  retreat,  plunged  him  into 
the  abyfs  of  mifery,  aqd  forced  hiin  to  earn  a  ibanty  fubfif-- 
tence  by  the  mean  occupation  of  a  cook  in  a  monaftery  in 
Carinthtai  in  which  office  he  died  (A) ;  a  (ignal  inftance  of 
the  caprice  of  fortune,   the  exorbitant  poy^er  Qf  the  papai 

(A)  Authors  differ  widely  te-  deed  the  mofl  approved  author!- 

fpedting  (he  end  of  this  mo-  ties  adhere  to  the  relation  wq 

narch,  feme  affirming,  that  he  have  given  ;  nor  is  the  circam- 

was  murdered  by  the  clergy,  as  ft^nc]^  at  all  in^probablc,  coo- 

Ije  was  hunting    in  Hungary  \'  fidering  the  implacable  refent-. 

others,  that  he  comn^itted  fui-  ment  of  the  e^clefiaftics  in  thofe 

^idein  a  fit  of  defpair;    while  times,  and  the  fpirit  which  the 

^t  greater  number,    and  in-  pope  txzii^^  \i\  Hungary  (i). 

(i)  Hmtnocb,  lib,  i.  m^,  ii,     Math,  de  Miclov,  /.  38,     Hcrhurt  dtTut- 
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dignity,  ind  the  irrefiftible  influence  of  luxury  and  fenfual 
pleafure  over  the  noblcft  minds,  and  the  jnofi  liberal  fenti-r 
ments.  Valour,  generofity,  and  ambition,  rendered  BoUJlaui 
a  bero ;  impiety,  power,  and  profligacy,  made  him  a  tyrant. 
He  began  his  reign  with  .extending  his  protedion  to  ail  the 
unfortunate  ;  he  ended  it  with  the  .moft  cruel  oppreffion  of 
his  own  fubjeiSIs,  of  whofe  refentment  his  crown  ^nd  life  be- 
came the  vidiims  (&}• 

;  ULADISLAUS,  furnamed  HERMANNUS,  ' 

The  pontifical  refentment  was  not  appeafed  by  the  mif-  tti  j-n 
fortunes  and  iczth  of  BoleJIaus :  it  extended  to  his  fdn,  and  j   *       "^ 
the  whole  kingdom  of  Poland.     The  former  was  excluded 
the  fucceffion,  and  the  latter  ftill  continued  under  the  nioft 
rigid  interdiction,  which  could  only  be  removed  by  the  force 
of  gold,  and  the  mod  abjcft  conceffions.     Befides  the  tax 
called  Peter 'pence^  Poland  was  fubjeflcd  to  other  opprelTive  ♦ 
impofitions,  as  an  expiation  of  the  horrid  murder  committed 
on  the  bifhop  of  Cracow.    Ac  length,   the  pontiff  having  fa-     a    n 
tiated   his  avarice,  and  impoveriihed  the  country,  he  con-     1082* 
fented  that  the  brother  of  the  deceafed  monarch  (hould  be  ^ 

raifed  to  the  fupreme  dignity,  on  condition,  however,  that  he 
fhould  be  fatisiied  with  the  ducal  title.  It  was  no  difficult 
matter  to  convince  the  me«k-fpirited  unambirious  Uladijlaus^ 
that  he  ought  to  be  implicitly  obedient  to  the  pontifical  man-  v  • 

date :  he  accordingly  accepted  the  terms  propofed,  and  begun 
hrs  adminiftration  by  fending  an  ambafly  to  Rome^  to  befeech 
Gregory  to  withdraw  the  cruel  interdift.  This  requeft  was 
granted ;  but  all  his  endeavours  to  recover  the  regal  di{7nity 
proved  ffuitlefs,  the. pope  having,  in  conjunction  with  the 
emperor,  bcftowed  that  honoyr  upon  the  dyikt  of  Bohemia. 
This  preference  was  extremely  mortifying  to  Uladijlaus ;  but 
it  was  abforhed  in  confiderations  of  more  importance,  and  in 
misfortunes  which  equally  afFeCted  his  own  perfon  and  the 
happinefs  of  his  dominions,  RuJJia  took  the  opportunity  of 
the  late  civil  diflurbances  to  throw  ofF  the  yoke ;  and  this  re- 
volt drew  after  it  the  defe£)ion  of  Prujfia^  Pomerania^  and 
other  provinces.  The  appearance  of  a  Pol'tjh  army,  and  a 
trifling  check,  foon  however  reduced  the  fmaller  provinces  to 
obedience ;  but  the  duke  had  no  fooner  returned  to  Poland 

(B)  Maibew  of  Micho'via  re-  lived  like  a  favage  upon  wild 
lates,  that  EoUflaus  wandered  beads,  and  was  at  lall  killed 
^ut  in  the  woeds  of  ff«xff/ir^',    and  devoured  by  dogs  (i). 

(\)  Apud  Fijior,  iibk  ii.  tap,  xx« 
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with  his  army  than  they  again  broke  out  in  rebellion,  aiid  fet 
cured  their  families  and  eftedts  in  impenetrable  forefts.  Uia^ 
dijiaus  quickly  began  his  march  to  Pomerania^  with  a  full  re* 
folution  of  talcing  arpple  vengeance.  He  furrounded  the 
,  forcff;  but  was  «ofort«nate}yfurprifed,  defeated,  and  forced 

back  to  Poland^  Covered  with  fhame  and  confufion  *.  Next 
year»  however,  he  had  his  revenge.  Penetrating  the  pr6viDce 
with  a  numerous  arniy  fooner  than  was  expc<9:cd,  the  rebels 
iiibmitied  to  a  power  which  they  could  not  re  ft  ft,  and  furren-  * 
dcred  the  ringleaders  of  the  revolt,  to  Be  punilbed  as  the  duke 
thought  proper. 

VLADISLAUS  had  no  fooner  fecored  the  dignity  of'th^ 
commonwealth,  by  the  redu&ion  of  the  turbulent  ^Ponura^ 
niam^  than  civil  divifions  appeared,  to  poifon  the  felicity  which 
he  expelled  would  be  the  refult  of  his  pacific  difpofition. 
Thefe  proved  the  more  irkfome,  becaufe  they  were.excite4 

^  by  -his  own  fon,  and  fupported  by  the  palatine  of  Cracow^ 
and  fome  of  the  firft  nobiKty  in  Poland*  Sbigneus  was  the 
name  of  this  young  prince,  the  iflue  o^XJladiJlaus  by  a  con- 
cubine. He  was  deftined  for  the  church,  and  his  brother 
jB^/yZaaj,,  the  duke's  legitimate  fon^  was  conf^dered  as  hiii  fuc- 
Cw/u^-jFrj  cefior.  The  difcontented  nobility,  however,  drew  Shigneui 
l«  Fflland.  from  the  monaftery,  where  he  was  finiOiing  his  education^ 
and  plajped  him  at  the  head  of  an  ^rmy-i  toTubvert  his  father'^i 
eovernment,  and  difpute  his  brother's  claim  to  the  fucceffion. 
They  invefted  fVrattJlcno^  and  by  dint  of  corruption  gained 
poflefCon  of  the  city,  Vladifiaui  took  the  field*  and  obliged 
the  rebels  to  take  fanftuary  in  Crufzviczi^^  where  riiey  were 
powerfully  fupported  by  the  Prujftans  and  Pomertiniansu  Sbig^ 
fieusy  when  his  army  increafed,  ventured  to  give  battle  to  hi& 
father,  and  met  with  the  fate  which  he  merited.  He  was  de- 
feated with  great  flaughter,  took  ihelter  in  Crufzmczia^  with- 
ftood  an  obftinate  fi^e,'  and  at  laft  was  taken  prifoner,  and 
confined  J  butreleafed,  on  condition  that  he  fhduld  join  his 
father  \t\  punifliing  the  infolence  of  the  palatine  of  Cracsw. 
The  palatine  perceived  the  approaching  ftorm,  arid  had  the 
addrefs  to  break  it,  by  purchafing  a  reconciliation  with  the 
duke;  but  S^/^«^«j  and  )mhxo\htt  Bolejlaui  could  never  for~ 
give  certain  injuries  which  they  imagined  he  had  done  them» 

>  or  fuffer  that  the  power  of  a  fubjed  fhould  cclipfe  their  own 
glory.  Here  was  laid  the  foundation  of  a  war  between  the 
father  and  the  children,  the  former  havinsj  privatdy  quitted 
his  pal;ice,  and  joined  the  palatine,  who  had  fuddenly  be- 
come his  chief  favourite.     He  refolved  to  hazard  every  thing 

'    *  GvAONiNi  apud  Piflcr,  lib.  iiu    HArwTN.  Ub.ii, 
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in  fiipport  of  his  minion  ;  and  the  young  princes  were  equal- 
ly determined  upon  vigorous  meafui^esj  and  the  keeneft  re- 
venge. Thfcy  had  already  gained  poflfeffion  of  Cracow^  and 
other  confiderable  places ;  and  Were  preparing  to  befiege  their 
father  in  ^Plocfkoy  when  the  arbbbifliop  of  Gnefria^  tvho  was 

'  honoured  by  all  parties  Ifor  his  wifdon)  and  moderation,  in- 
terpofedy^and  efFcdied  a  reconciliation.  The  palatine,  how* 
ever,  wsis  the  facrifiqe  of  this  union  :  )ie  was  banilhed  to  Ruf^ 
JiOy  arid  the  children  acknowledged  the  former  authority  of 

|f  their  parents  It  was  after  this  that  Bolejlaus  marched  with  2^ 
powerful  army  to  chaftife  the  PruJJians  and  Pomeranians^  for 

.  having  prefutlxed  to  lay  wafte  the  Polijh  frontier$  during  the 
late  civil  cbrpmotions.     In  this  expedition  he  proved  himfcif  a       ^ 
great  warrior,  and  the  heir  of  the  king  his  grandfather's  extra- 
ordinary military  talents.    The  enemy  every  where  fled  before 
him,  and  the  two  provinces  were  wholly  oyer-run  and  fub- 
dued  in  t^e  fpace  of  a  few  weeks,  Bolejlaus  returning  laden    «   » 
vUfxKh  fpoils  and  glory.     Towards  the  end  of  the  year  JJladi'-  Death  qf 
flaus  died,  in  the  fifty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  with  the  reputa-  Uladi- 
tfon  of  a  pious,  mild,  and  virtuous  prince,  wholly  under  the  flaus. 
influence  and  direction  of  parafites  and  favourites  *.  A.  D. 

•       1x03. 

'  SOLESLJUS  III.    ft^rnameJ  CRIVENSTUS,  ^ 
fTRY-MOUTH. 

\       ULADISLAUS  made  no  difference  between  his  legitimate  Boleijaii^ 
1   ;^nd  natural  children.     An  equal  partition  of  his  dominions  HI. 
was  made,  ^^ith  the  content  of  the  ftates,  between  the  bro- 
thers, which  foon  invoIve4  the  natibi|  in  2^  civil  war.     With- 
c»|t  the  capacity,  Sbigneus  had  all  the  ambition  of  his  brother, 
and  itnpatientljr  fought  the  opportunity  of  coming  to  a  rap- 
ture, which  he  hoped  would  terminate  in  placing  him  in  the    . 
quiet  poiFeffion  of  all  Poland^    Bolejlaus  Taw  his  brother's  de- 
fign ;  but  liis.  regard  for  the  public  welfare  obliged  him  to 
conceal  his  fentiments  until  Shi^neus  became  quite  intolerable^ 
find,  infolently  demanded/ the  whole  tre^fure  of  his  father, 
which  was  depoiited  in  Phcjk^,  9,  city  comprized  within  his 
(hare  of  the  partition.    This  demand  was  not  only  refufed, 
but  refented  by  Bole/buA  5  and  the  two  brothers  were  on  the 
eve  of  a  rut>tt)re,  when  the  primate  again  feafonably  interpofed,^ 
and  perfuaded  thcqi  to  an  equal  divifion.    However,  the  arch- 
bi0|op*s  endeavours  accompliOied  nothing  more  than  a  tern-' 
porary  reconciliation.    The  princes  were  mutually  enflamed, 
.   ^nd  nothing  but  bloodihed  could  cool  the  ardour  of  theiir 

1^  Mat.  d^  Michoy,  apud  Piftor,  lib.  iii.  cap.  viu  p.  48.  ^ 
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paffions.     Sbigneusy  incenfed  that  he  was  difappolnted  in  hif 
defigns  upon  the  whole  treafure,  and  difladsfied  with   half 
thofe  dominions  which  his  an^bition  claimed  intire,  he  tra- 
diiced  his  brother's  condudt,  raifed  up  enemies  to  his  admi-^ 
jniftration,  was  at  the  bottom  of  perpetual  cabals  and  confpi- 
racies  to  difturb  his  government  and  endanger  his  perfon,  and 
at  lail  prevailed  on  the  duke  of  Bohemia  to  ailift  him  with  a 
numerous  body  of  forces.     He  likewife  excited  difturbances 
in   Saxony   and    Maravia^    procured   an   arnriy  of  auxiliaries 
from  thefe  countries,  and  made  fuch  formidable  preparations 
as  threatened  the  deftrudion  of  5(?/(/7j«5,  and  the  intire  con* 
queft  of  Poland.     Sbigneus  carried  on  his  intrigues   in  the 
neighbouring  countries  with  fuch  fecrecy,  that  his  brother  was 
aftonifhed  upon  advice  that  the  troops  of  jBohemia^  Saxony^ 
and  Moravia  Were  ready  to  overwhelm  his  frontiers.     He  was 
not  deftitute  of  courage  ;  but  having  no  forces  proportioned 
to  the  imminence  of  the  danger,  he  had  recourfe  in  his  ex- 
tremity to  the  Ruffians  and  Hungarians^  who  readily  embraced 
his  caufe,  in  expe£tation  of  turning  it  to  their  own  advantage. 
The  refources  he  found  in  thefe  countries  enabled  him  to  a£l 
•      oiFenfively ;  his  p^efeoce  alone  difp^rfed  the  Prujfians  and  Po- 
mwaniansy  who  had  likewife  been  feduced  by  the  promi(es  of 
Sbigneus ;  his  troops  ravaged  Moravia^  and  in  one  campaign 
.  he  totally  broke  and  difunited  the  league.     Early  in  the  ipring 
he  fell  upon  his  brother  by  furprizc,  defeated  his  army,  re- 
duced all  his  fortrefTes,  and  then  generoufly  laid  afide  his  in* 
.     dignation  ;  and,  fatisfied  vvitl\  depriving  Sbigneus  of  the  power 
of  hurting  him,  left  him  the  dutchy  oi  Mazovia  in.quiet  pof* 
feffion,  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  his  birth  ?. 
Civil'wars      Thb  good  fortune  and  merit  of  Bolefiaus,  and  particularly 
fjt  Poland,  bis  kindnefs,  rendered  his  brother  quite  defperate  :  indead  of 
being  reclaimed  by  the  lenity  and  liberality  of  Bokjktus^  he  be- 
came furious  from  a.fenfe  of  his  own  inferioriiy,  fiuck  at 
nothing  to  fatiate  his  revenge,  and  fornied  a  new  confpiracy, 
with  a  view  to  recover  his    dominions,  and  depofe  his  bro* 
ther :    but   the    plot  being  difcovered,    he  was  feized^  ba- 
Bhflhed,  and  declared  a  traitor,  if  he  eyer  again  prefumed  to 
fet  foot  in  Poland.  .  Even  this  rigour  did  not  produce  the  de- 
fired  efFe<a :  Pomerania  armed  to  avenge  the  prjiice's  injuries ; 
Sbigneus  entered  Poland^  was  defeated,  and  taken  prifoner  a, 
fecond  time ;  when  BoleJIaus\^  clemency  faved  him  from  the 
rigour  of  the  law,  and  was  contented  with  the  fame  punifh-, 
ment  before  inflicled,  that  of  baniJhment.     Almoft  all  the 
l^obility  were  unanimous  in  opinion,  that  he  fhould  be  put  to 

*  Mat.  de  Michovi  spud  Piftor.  lib.  iii,  <:ap.  xiv. 
, ,  .  death  \ 
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itzth  ;  hixt  Boieflaus  could  not  be  prevailed  On  fo  pollute  fiis 
hands  wFth  fraternal  blood,  however  unworthy  and  corrupted. 
He  even  was  moved  with  pity  at  feeing  Sbigneus  wander  a  va- 
grant from  province  to  province,  took  him  back  lo  Poland j 
afEgned  him  a  handfome  maintenance,  and  had  foon  reafoa 
to  lament  bis  gcnerofity ;  for  th^. unnatural  brother  formed  a 
frefh  conrph-acy,  and  at  laft  fuflfered  the  juft  punilhmenc  of  his 
treachery  and  ingratitude  (A). 

BOLESLAUS  was  now  in  hope  that  he  might  haye  en- 
joyed the  bleffings  of  repofe ;  but  he  had  fcarce  extinguiftled 
the  wars  kindled  by  his  brother,  when  a  more  powerful  enemy 
appeared,  and  he  found  himfclf  under  the  ncceffity  of  op- 
pofing  the  ambition  of  the  emperor  Henry  IV.  and  fuccotir- 
ing  the  Jcing  of  Hungary^  who  had  generoufly  efpoufed  hi^ 
caufe  when  he  was  r^uced  to  the  greatcft  extremitiesi.  It 
wis  with  this  view  he  made  a  powerful  diverfion  in  Bohemia^ 
and  repeatedly  defeated  the  Imperialifts.  Fired  with  the  de- 
fire  of  revenge,  the  emperor  aflembled  all  his  forces,  ravaged 
iiUfiai^  penetrated  the  frontiers  of  Poland^  and  injudicioufly 
invcftcd  the  ftrong  town  of  Lubufz^  which  baffled  all  his  at- 
temptSj  and  obliged  hmi  difgracefully  to  raife  the  fiege.  Much 
time  was  loft  in  the  purfuit  of  this  impoliric  meafure ;  but 
/ffffry  was  r)ot  difcQuraged.  He  penetratedt  farther  intoP^- 
!  knd^  and  was  laying  all  wafte  before  him,  when  the  fuperior  ^ 

^A\  oi  Boltflaus  compelled  him  to  retire,  after  having  ruined 
his  army  with  fatigue  and  famine,  without  once  coming  to 
adion.  Enraged  at  his  difappointment,  the,  emperor  laid 
fiege  to  Ghgawy  in  hope  of  drawing  the  Poles  to  an  engage- 
ment before  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  evacuate  the  country. 
The  place  was  defencelefs ;  but  the  fpirit  of  the  inhabitants 
fupplied  the  want  pf  fortifications,  and  gave  the  Imperialifts 
an  unexpe^edly  vigorous  recepti^.  They  were  at  length, 
however,  under  the  neceffity  of  yrcldiftg  to  fuperior  power,  # 
and  figning  an  agreement,  that,  they  would  furrender,  if  they 
did  not  receive  fuccours  in  the  fpace  of  fix  days.  This  was 
precifely  what  Henry  defired  :  by  a  general  battle,  he  doubted 
not  but  he  (hould  retrieve  all  the  honour  he  had  loft  during 
the  campaign.     BoUJlaus  determined  not  to  fufFer  i» brave  a. 

(A)    The  accounts  of  this  are  equally poficive,  thathewae 

prioce's death  are  contradi6lory:  condemned  to  lofe  his  eyes,  and 

fome  affirm,  that  he  was  (lain  in  to  perpetual  iroprifonment,  in 

a  tamult  of  the  people ;  fome,  which  he  died  of  grief  and  vexa- 

that  he  was  put  to  death  by  or-  tion  (i). 
dcr  of  the  nobility ;  while  others 

■   (i)  Cr«iwr,  //^,  Iv.     HartrtQchf  W.  ii.     Gf^a^mi,  Jibt  Hi,  apud  Piflor^ 
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garrison  to  fall  9  facrifice  to  their  tojalty.  He  a{&fflt>led  ak 
liricflaas  ^^^^^  ftrcngth,  and  was  reinforced  by  a  body  of  HjtffiBm 
dtfeats^the  auxiliaries.  With  this  army  he  advanced,  by  forced  marches, 
ifnperof  of  to  give  battle  to  Henry  j  but  all  his  endeavours  would  have 
Oensany.  piioved  fruitle-f^  as  the  time  limited  muft  have  expired  before 
his  arrival,  had  he  not  prevailed*  on  ;he  befieged  to  break  thf 
capitulation,  rather  than  furrender  juft  as  they  were  on  the 
point  of  being  delivered.  All  this  was  tranfaded  with  the 
utmojl:  fecrecy  \  and  the  Emperor,  on  the  day  appointed,  ad- 
vanced to  take  poflefion  of  the  city  \  but  he  was  reteived  by  a 
furious  difcharge  of  arrows  and  javdins,-  which  fo  inceirfied 
him,  that  he  refolved  to  ftorm  the  place,  and  give  no  quar- 
ter. On  the  approach  of  the  army  it  was  mxtrter  of  aftonilh- 
menjt  to  fee  not  only  the  breaches  filled  up,  but  new  waib 
fecured  by  a  wet  ditch  reared  behind  the  old,  and  ere£^e4 
during  the  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  by  the  induilry  of  the  be- 
j^eged.  The  attack  hovTever  Went  on ;  but  the  inbabitanU^- 
aniipated  by  defpair,  performed  fuch  prodigies  Of  valour  a^ 
.almoft  exceed  belief,  and  obliged  the  Imperialifts  to  break  up^ 
the  fiege  with  great  precipitation.  Next  day  BoUfiaui  arriv^^ 
purfued  the  fugitive  emperor,  came  up  with  him  m  the  neighs 
oourhooil  ofWiar/aw^  and  conftrained  him  :to  have  recowfe 
to  an  ignominious  flight,  which  terminated  on  the  frontt^^of 
the  empirie,  after  having  wholly  evacuated  Poland  (B). 

This  was  the  moftjglorious  campaign  which  hidtefto  ha^ 
appeared  in  tht  P^ijh  annals,  as  the  duke  fought  wit^  regu- 
larly dlfciplined  troops,  and  not  the  tumultuous  favage  rabble 
over  which  his  predeceiTors  had  triumphed.  It  was  followed 
by  a  peace,  in  which  Boleflaus  di£k^ted  his  own  conditions  to^ 

(  B )  Some  hiflorians  relate^  and  threw  it  into  .Ihe  'treaforjFi 

that  Boleflaus  entered^upon  this  faying,  «*  There's  more  gold/ 

war  with  dread,  and  of&re4ffid-  *'  which  your  majeiiy  values  & 

vantageotts  propofals  or  peace,  "  highly ;  yet,  whatever  yoi|r 

on  the  emperor's  approach  to  **  opinion  may  be,  I  doubt  not 

his  frontiers,  which  were  con-  *^  but  the  PoUfe  iron  w^l  prove 

temptuoullyrejeftcd.   It  is  add-  *V  the  better  metal  (i).**     The 

'  ed,  that  Henry  led  Scarhicus  the  fame  writers  add,  tlut,  upon  the 

i'tf/z/^aarisaiTadorto  histreafury,  an^bailador's    return,    Mdeflauf 

and,  pointing  to  the  gold,  told  .gave   battle,    and    obtained   a 

him,  that  he  there  faw  enough  complete  vi^ory  near  Brfflau^ 

to  bring  the  duke  to  any  con-  w4iich  mmft  ceftainSy  be  an  er- 

ceffions  he  pleafed ;  with  which  ror,   as  the   tmvemt  ^d   net 

the  Poli  being  highly  alFronted,  command'  in  perion  agaiiA  Uio 

took  a  gold  ring  from  his  finger,  Pole^  in  SiUfia* 

{j)  Hfrhrtde  FuJftm,  Hh.lv^jt.  ^^^ 

tir 
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-jrtie  fitft  monarch  in  Europey  and  crowned  bU  glory  by  re-     A.U. 
reiving  in  marriage  the  emperor's  filler  ^  iii3^ 

W^£  are  cold  of  an  expedition  which  Bolejlam  made  into 
Denmark  about  this  period  ;  but  as  it  is  wholly  omitted  by  the 
JDtamJh  and  Polijb  hiftorians  of  beA  authority,  and  favours 
ftroii^ly  of  ££iion,  we  ihall  wholly  omit  the  relation.  Cer- 
tain however  it  is,  that  the  duke  took  part  in  the^general 
.madneis  of  Europs^  .which  .at  this  time  began  to  fhew  itfelf^ 
.and  that  ardent  zeal  which  was  difplayed  for  the  recovery  of 
die  Holy  Land,  though  we  are  not  informed  of  the  particu- 
lars of  the  Polifi)  crufadcs. 

It  was  about  the  year  1 135  that  the  good  fortune  of  Bpk^ 
fitus  b^an  £rft  to  abandon  him,  and  fuffer  him  to  become 
<he  dupe  of  his  own  credulity.    Be  was  impofed  upon  by  an 
artful  ftory  patched  up  by  a  certain  ii/Mn^/^mi;,  who  infinuaj^d 
himfelf,  through  the  door  of  compaflion,  into  the  duke's  af-         ' 
fe<3:ions.    To  this  ftranger  he  gave  the  government  of  tVif" 
Jicuy  a  ftrong  town  on  the  Nida ;  but  the  villain  betrayed  his 
truft  to  the  Ruffians^  who  pillaged  and  burnt  thehoufes,,  and 
carried  the  inhabitants  into  flavery,     Boleflaui  was  incenfed, 
.and  entered  immediately  upon  a  war  with  /2z(^^,  by  which  he 
only  heaped  one  calamity  on  another.    The  enemy,  know- 
iog  the  capacity  of  the  duke,  and  the  valour  of  his  forces, 
defpaired  of  withftanding  thenf)  in  the  open  field  :  they  there- 
fore had  recourfe  to  the  moft  perfidious  ftratagems.    A  depu-^ 
tation  was  fent  from  the  inhabitants  oi  Halitz^  to  implore  his 
afliflance  in  favour  of  a  young  prince,  who  had  been  baniflicd 
intQ  Poland.    Bolejlam  marched  to  their  relief  with  a  choice 
body  of  ^troops;  but,  as  he  was  preparing  to  enter  the  town^ 
•he  w.a3  attacked  by  the  whole  RuJJian  array,  that  poured  out 
.  iip«>n  him  like  a  torrent  ;j  and,  after  a  violent  conflifl,  over- 
whelmed the  Poles  with   numbers,  the  duke  faving  himfelf 
with  much  difficulty  by  flight.    Thus,  after  having  been  con- 
queror in  forty  battles,  Bokjlaus  was  at  laft  defeated  by  the 
cunning  of  a  fet  of  barbarians  whom  he  defpifed.:    a  misfor- 
tune which  fome  writers  attribute  to  the  mifcondufl:  o^  the 
palatine  of  Cracow^  to  whom  the  king,  after  the  engage- 
ment, fent  a  hare- (kin  and  fpinning- wheel.      Certain  It  is, 
that  this  inglorious  check  to  his  cdni^uefts  filled  the  duke  with 
^grief,  and  is. generally  allowed  to  be  the  caufe  of  his  death, 
after  he  had  reigned  for  the  fpace  of  thirty-fix  years,  with  a 
'  renown  that  even  eclipfed  the  glory  of  his  predecefi'or  Bole-- 
Jlaus  the  Great.     Bolejlaus  was  brave,  open,  liberal,    and  a 

*■  Mat.  dc  Michor.  apud  Piflor.  lib.  iii.  cap.  xiv.     Gi;ac- 
ifiKi,  lib,  iii.     Hekburt  de  Fu^ilin,  lib,  iv. 

•  ftrift 
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ilri<9  obf^rver  of  truth  and  equity  ;  but  he  had  a  crb'duU^ 
that  fornetimes  led  him  into  errors,  and  is  the  amiAle  weab- 
nefs  which  too  frequently  accompanies  generous  minds  *. 
A.  D.  Natural  afFe<^ion  feduced  Bolijlaui  into  the  fame  error 
II.I3-  committed  by  his  father :  not withftanding  his  own  experience 
had  ihewn  him  the  fatal  confequences  of  a  partition  of  his 
dominions,  he  affigned  equal  portions  to  his  four  fons.  To 
JJladijiauSy  the  eldeft,  were  given  the.  provinces  of  Cracow^ 
Sirai^  Lencici^  Silejia^  and  Pomeranian  Bolejlaus^  the  fecond 
fpn,  had  for  his  {hare  the  palatinates  of  Cu/m  and  Cujava, 
with  the  dutchy  of  Maxovia.  The  palatinates  of  Kalefoh  and 
Pcfnania  fell  to  Mieczflaus^  the  third  fon  j  and  to  Hemy^  the 
fourth  fon,  were  afligned  thofe  of  Lublin  and  Sandomir.  Ca- 
Jimry  the  youngeft  child,  then  an  infant  in  the  cradle,  was 
intirely  forgot,  and  no  provifion  made  for  him,  though  hh 
tender  age  required  particular  indulgence^ 

VLADISLAVS  II.  furnamed  the  DRIVELLER^ 

The  funeral  obfequies  of  the  late  duke  being  fofemnizecf, 
Uladiflaos  ^^  f^^^  princes- made  application  to  the  diet  to  ratify  the  wiH 
-  of  the  deceafed,  and  confirm  them  in  their  feveral  pofiefEons  : 

befides  which  the  ftates  were  to  eled  a  fucceflbr  to  the  ducal 
throne,  their  choice  falling,  after  warm  debates,  upon  Vlads- 
Jlaus.  The  brothers  were  confirmed  in  their  dtitchies,  and 
the  whole  will  of  Bolejtaus  was  ratified,  except  what  related 
-  to  the  equality  eftablifhed  among  his  children.  Now  all  the 
brothers  were  forced  to  acknowledge  the  fupremacy  of  Uladi- 
Jiausj  who  was  declared  duke  of  all  Poland:  they  wete  re- 
trained from  forming  alliances,  declaring  war,  or  concluding 
peace,  without  his  approbation :  they  were  obliged  to  take 
the  field  with  a  certain  number  of  troops,  whenever  the  duke 
required  ;  and  they  were  forbid  meddling  with  the  guard ian- 
Ihip  of  the  infant  prince  Cajimir^  whofe  education  was  wholly 
referred  to  the  fovereign.  The  harmony  of  the  prinCes  was 
foon  difturbed  by  the  ambition  of  Cbrifiinoy  the  confort  of  Via- 
d'lflaui^  the  daughter  and  fifter  of  two  emperOrs,  She  formed 
a  fcheme  to  gain  pofifeffion  of  ail  Poland^  and  deprive  the 
younger  children  of  the  benefits  Of  their  father's  will.  She 
.  had  an  intire  influence  over  her  hufband,  and  eafily  roufed 
his  ambition  to  a  level  with  her  own-  To  give  an  ap- 
pearance of  juftice  to  her  projeds,  (he  afiembled  the  ftates, 
and  enlarged  eloquently  on  the  danger  of  the  late  partition 
of  the  Polijh  dominions,  fo  contrary  to  the  fundamental  lavrs 

*  Hartkoch,  lib. L  cap.ii. 

of 
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df  the  Commonwealth,  and  fd  likely  to  proatic6  fefal  cffe<£b. 
She  alledged,  that  all  endeafours  to  unite  a  flate,  divided  uti^ 
der  fo  many  ehiefS)  would  prove  impoffible,  (hould  the  com-' 
men  danger  ever  require  fuch  a  meafure ;  and  (he  reminded 
them,  that  the  commotions  e}tcitek]  by  Sbigmus  had  almoft 
brought  Poland  to  the  verge  of  ruin,  and  ihoald  have  pre*' 
vented  the  ftates  from  ever  again  acceding  to  fo  impolitic  a 
partition  of  power.  She  concluded  her  harangue  with  de-* 
inonftrating  the  neceffity  of  revoking  their  ratimration  of  the 
late  duke's  will,  in  order  to  infiire  the  obedience  of  th« 
princes,  provide  againft  foreign  incurfionsi  and  fecure  th^ 
tranquillity  and  honour  of  the  republic.  Thus  the  P^Us  wer# 
Iblfcited  immediately  to  commence  a  civil  war>  ia  order  to 
avoid  the  inconveniences  of  domeftic  faction. 

It  was  apparent  to  many  of  the  nobility,  that  Chrifiirt^^^ 
ambition,  and  not  her  patriotifm,  had  didated  thefemea-» 
lures,  l^hey  exprefled  their  refentment,  and  fome  had  thd 
courage  to  upbraid  her  for  prefumtng  to  rcqmre  that  they 
ti^ould  difitonoor  fhemfelves  by  revoking  a  decree,  folemnly 
felled  by  the  whole  aflemt^ly  of  the  nation.  They  refuted 
every  argument  in  her  fpeech,  and  obliged  her  and  Uladiflam 
apparently  to  relinquifh  their  defigils.  Mean  timey  they  re«> 
folved  to  take  another  method^  and  for  that  purpofe  entered 
into  private  engagements  with  the  Ruffians^  whom  they  in-^ 
tited  into  Poland.  Vlodifiaui  then  fifed  his  Influence  with  the 
nobility  to  join  him ;  ibme  he  feduced  by  intereft,  others 
fee  drew  over  by  fear,  and  a  few  he  convinced  by  hb  argu-^ 
ments.  A  noble />0»/,  wfaopoflfeffed  great  wealth  in  Poland^ 
alone  prefumed  to  efpoufe  the  young  princes  caufe,  by  which 
"  he  incurred  the  refcntment  of  the  cruel  Cbriflina^  who  had 
him  feized  as  he  was  celebrating  the  nuptials  ^  his  daugh- 
ter, deprived  of  his  fight,  and  thrown  into  a  loathfome  jail, 
after  being  mangled  in  a  ftfocking  manner  ^  (A). 

This 

*>  Mat.  de  Michov.  lib.  iii.  cap.  xvi.  p.  62. 

(A)  The  fate  of  this  noble-  ly,  "  And  it  may  be  Chrifllna 

man  is  otherwife  related.     He  **  does  the  fame  with  Dobeffun^* 

h  fsdd  to  have  been  the  duke's  a  handfome  young  nobl^man^ 

prime  favourite ;  and  being  one  who  was  fuppofed  to  partake  of 

day  with  him  on  a  hunting  par-  the  favours  of  th^t  lewd  ami)i- 

ty,    Uladijlaus  faid,    jocularly,  tious  woman,    Uladijlaus  V42is  io 

««  Peter y  I  bdicVe  your  wife  lies  affefted   with  the  anfwer,   and 

**  more  at  ^afe  with  the  abbot  ftung  with  the  reproach,  that^ 

^  Serinnen  than  we  do."     To  forgetting  he  had  given  the  pro- 

which  the  Dane  replied,  iharp-  yocation,  he  employed  Dohefus 

Mol).  Hist.  Vol.  XXXIV.  G  tm 
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.  This' wds  the  fignal  toother  violences.  Immediately'tbd 
duke  attacked  B^UJkus^  and  drove  him  from  Plocjka.  Next 
he  marched  againft  Henry^  and  difpofiefied  htm  of  his  terri- 
tories,  obliging  both  the  brothers  to  take  refuge  with  Miec^* 
fiaus  in  Pofnania^  where  they  ftpod  a  fiege.  Sf^veral  of  the 
nobility  interpofed..  and  ufed  all  their  influence  to  effed  a  re- 
conciliation ;.  but  Uladiflaus  proved  as  inexorable  as  if  he  had 
conceived  himfelf  injured.  He  indited,  that  the  befieged 
princes  fliould  furrender  atdifcretion,  and  fubmit  to  the  laws 
dilated  by  the  conqueror.  He  defpifed  their  numbers,  and 
thought  himfelf  perfedly  fecure  of  the  completion  of  his 
ambitious  projeSs.  This  drove  the  princes  to  defpair,  and 
fet  them  upon  executing  the  moft  vigorous  refolutions.  They 
fallied  out,  and.  attacked  the  duke's  camp  with  fuch  impetuo- 
fity  as  put  all  in  confiiiion,  and  obtained  a  decifive  vidory, 
haying  deftroyed  fome  thoufands  of  the  enemy,  and  taken  all 
the  king's  baggage  and  valuable  ef&ds.  Fluthed  with  fuc- 
ceis,  the  brothers  improved  the  opportunity,  regained  poflef- 
fion  of  their  own  dominions,  and  laid  fiege  to  Creaw  before 
the  duke  could  colledl  his  fcattered  diflieartened  forces.  The 
Ruffians  now  intirely  abandoned  him,  and  evacuated  Poland^ 
'  which  obliged  Uladifiaus  to  throw  himfelf  into  Cracow ;  but 
finding  this  city  little  difpofed  to  hazard  the  confequences  of  a 
fiege,  he  retired  to  Germany^  from  whence  he  hoped  to  re« 
turn  with  a  numerous  army  of  auxiliaries.  He  foon  however 
'  difcovered  that  his  wife's  friends  were  only  attached  to  his 
profperity,  and  that  a  prince  without  dominions  was  but  aa 
unwelcome  vifiter.  Mean  while  Cracow  furrendered,  the  reft 
of  Poland  followed  the  example  of  the  capital,.  Uladijlaus  was 

Uladiflaus  depofed  with  great  formalit}'  by  the  diet,  and  his  brother  j5a- 

dipofid.      leflaus  raifed  to  the  ducal  dignity  «. 

BOLESLAUS   IV.  Jurnamed  CRISPUS. 

Boleflaus       This  prince  began  his  adminiftration  with  an  a£l  of  gene- 
rV.  rofity  which  the  late  duke  his  brother  little  merited.     He 

alligned  him  Siiefia  for  his  maintenance,  and  thereby  (evered 
that  province  from  the  crown  o(  Poland^  to  which  it  was 
never  re  annexed.  Even  this  inftance  of  fratefnal  afFeQion 
did  not  operate  on  the  mind  of  Uladijlaus :  he  cpntinuaily  fo- 

^  Herburt  de  Fulftin,  lib.  iv. .  Mat.  de  Michov.  ibid. 

to  prpcvre  revenge,  and  had  the    plucked  out  in  the  mofl  bar- 
favoorite's    tongue     and    eyes    barcus  manner  (i). 
'  (i)  Fkr,  Pthm,  l:b,\x.  tap,  vii.  •^.  73,' 

licited 
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licited  the  emperor  for  affiftance;  and  at  kngth  prevailed  on 
Canrade  to  fend  ambafiadors  with  this'  view  to  Poland,  The 
ambafly  proved  fruitlefs,  Conrade  wma  incenfed  at  the  little  re^^ 
gard  paid  to  his  requeft,  and  determined  to  eiFe£l  his  purpofes 
by  dint  of  arms.  Accordingly  he  levied  an  army,  marched 
into  Poland,  and  fuftained  incredible  fatigue  from  the  vigi- 
lance and  addrefs  of  Bolejlaus,  who  harraiTed  him  with  perpe« 
tual  marches,  skirmifhes,  ftratagems,  and  ambufcades,  oblig- 
ing him  in  one  campaign  to  relinquifli  his  projeS  of  feftoring 
tJladiJlaus.  It  is  faid  by  fome  hiftorians,  that  the  princes 
liad  an  interview  ;  that  Bolejlaus  treated  Conrade  with  the  ut<- 
moft  magnificence,  ihfpired  him  with  a  high  opinion  of  his 
good  fenfe  and  generofity,  pulled  off  the  mask  from  TJladiJlaus^ 
difclofed  his  character  to  the  emperor,  and  fully  convinced 
that  prince  of  his  ambition^  injuftice,  and  tyranny. 

For  fome  years  Poland  enjoyed  profound  tranquillity  un- 
der the  wife  government  of  Bolejlaus^  who  lived  in  the  utmoft 
harmony  with  his  brothers  Henry  and  Mieczjlaus,  and  gave 
great  attention  to  the  education  of  the  young  prince  Cajimiri 
for  whom  he^ intended  making  a  handfome  provifion,  as  foon 
as  he  arrived  at  the  years  of  maturity.  Henry  feized  the  op- 
portunity of  the  prefent  repofe  of  his  country  to  fignalize  his 
courage,  and  zeal  for  religion,  againft  the  enemies  of  Chrif-  ^ 

tianity  in  Afta,  Crowds  of  noble  volunteers  flocked  to  his 
flandard  :  P^A^ni  diftinguilbed  itfelf  in  thiscrufade»  the  prince 
embarked  with  his  troops,  arrived  after  a  profperous  voyage  at 
Jirufalem,  and  diftinguifhed  his  valour  in  divers  fharp  actions 
with  the  Saracens ;  but  in  the  fpace  of  one  campaign  loft  moft 
of  his  army,  which  obliged  him  to  return  to  Poland,  where 
he  was  joyfully  received,  as  the  great  fupport  of  the  Chriftian 
church,  and  the  bulwark  againft  the  progrefs  of  infidelity. 
He  had  made  large  donatioris  to  the  knights  of  St,  John  of 
Jerufalem'y  and  for  this  reafon  his  fame  is  tranfmitted,  by  the 
luperftitious  writers  of  his  age,  with  uncommon  fplendor. 

It  was  foon  after  Henrys  return  from  Palefline  that  Poland  * 
was  invaded  by  the  emperor  Frederick  Barbarojfa^  who  was 
perfuaded  into  that  meafure  by  the  folicitation^  of  JJladiJlaus^ 
and  the  addrefs  of  his  wife  Chrifiina.  With  a  powerful  army 
of  Imperial ifts  he  entered  the' Polijh  frontiers,  where  Bolejlaus 
and  his  brothers  waited  to  difpute  his  entrance;  a  refolution  ' 

whkh  they  foon  altered,  on  advice  of  the  emperor'^  fofinid^ 
able  numbers.  It  was  now  determined  not  to  oppofc,  (o9k  to 
force ;  but  to  prafkife  all  the  ftratage.ms  of  war,  and  annoy 
the  enemy  by  cutting  off  their  convoys,  placing  ambufcades, 
harrafling  them  in  their  march,  and  keeping  them  under  per- 
petual alarm  by  falfe  attacks  and  (kirmiihes.     Thefe  arts  had 
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^  ItfTore  fiicceeded  igiunft  an  equally  numerous  army  of  G^r^ 
m«i(9  without  even  trying  the  fortune  of  a  general  engage- 
ineat.  With  this  view  the  three  brothers  divided  their  forces^ 
|ficr  which  they  defolated  the  country  before  the  cnetpy's 
'  approach,  a^  burnt  all  the  towns  and  cities  that  were  in  no 
(condition  to  ftand  a  liege«  Thefe  raeafures  produced  thf 
e&^:  tiie  imperial  army  was  reduced  to  the  utmoft  extre- 
mity, providon  and  forage  failed,  men  and  h^orfes  peri(hed  in 
^oops,  and  thofe  whom  necei&ty  forced  upon  excurfions  for 
food  were  flaughteced  by  flyii^g  parties  of  Poies^  chat  perpe* 
^lly  hovered  round  the  camp.  Famine  was  fucceeded  by  an 
BarbaiDf-  epickmical  diftemper,  th^t  fwept  the  troops  off  by  hundreds 
b^jarmy  VK^i^^Y'  Barbaroffa  ^2A  reduced  to  the  utmoft  perplexity : 
riuuiJ.  he  was  ruined  beyond  redemptipn,  without  having  fcarce  ber 
beld  the  face  of  the  enemy  j  andt  ^^  ^^y^  ^^^  honour,  had 
jE^oucfe  to  a  conference,  which  he  folicited  with  a  humitit]^ 
fa^Uei^ely  mQrtifying  to  fo  proud  a  monarch.  Bolejlaus  was 
^091  prudent  to  ftand  uppn  punctilios:  he  knew  the  emperor^s 
g^eci  and  the  facility  with  which  he  could  replace  his  pi^e-;^ 
iisnt  l^s«  l^olicy  therefore  didated  that  he  (bouM  not  b^ 
i^cits^ted,  and  have  affronts  fuperadded  to  misfortunes :  b(| 
therefore  vvent,  attended  with  his  brothers  and  a  flight  guard,  to 
fhe  imperial  camp ;  an  inftance  of  confidence  which  greatly 
delighted  Frederick^  aiid  raifed  the  PoUJh  duke  high  in  hif 
(ffteeni.  A  treaty  was  readily  concluded^  whereby  the  PaUs^ 
.  sigreed  to  afiift  the  emperor  with  three  hundred  lances  in  his 
©^edition  to  Italy ;  and  Frederick  promifed  his  niece  Adelauk 
\x^  majriage  to  Mieczjlaus^  duke  of  Pojhania.  Such  was  the 
fortunate  iiUie  of  this  formidable  invaflon,  that  threatened 
d^ftrudlion  io  Poland  \  and  vwhich  ought  to  b^  wholly  afi:ribe<{ 
tp-.  the  prudeince,  perfeverance,  and  valour  of  Bolejlaus  and 
kii  brothers  (A). 

It  was  the  fafbion  of  this  age  to  conquer  countries  mcrek 
from  motives  of  religion  :  this  at  leaft  was  the  pretext  ufed 
\^  the  duke  ofPoland^  to  palliate  the  defigns  he  had  formed^ 

(A)  About  the  time  this  fon  Bole/laus  attended  the  em- 
treaty  was  concluded,  the  unfor-  peror  to  Itafy^  and  by  his  cou- 
tunate  Vladijlaiis  died  at  Olden-  rage  acquired  the  efteem  of  that 
hergy  in  his  way  to  Poland^  monarch,  who  had  fofficient  in- 
where  he  once  more  refolved  to  flaence  with  the  duke  of  Pdand 
try  his  datm.  Some  hiftorians  to  procure  him  the  inveUiuue 
alledge  that  he  \yas  poifoned  j  of  Silejia,  for  which  province  he 
hut  this  does  not  appear  from  was*  required  to  do  homage  tO) 


any  aud^entic  documents.     His    the  republic  (i) 
(1}  Mat,  de  Michov^  //&,  iiii  cap^  xix.  f*  61* 
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againft  the  PruJJums^  z  people  funk  in  the  grpfieft  ignorance 
and.idolatiT*  His  own  dominions  enjoyed  the  moS  perfe^ 
bleiShgs  of  repoft,  and  he  thought  be  could  not  better  (hew 
his  gratitude  to  the  Almighty  than  by  comp)^Ilihg  harbartians 
and  infidels  to  take  refuge  in  the  boforh  bf  Chrijts  qburcliy 
and  to  rob  them  of  their  freedom/or  the  benefit  pf  their  ibds. 
Accompanied  by  his  brother  Ate<zJtauSy  he  invaded  Pruffia 
with  a  powerful  army.  As  nothing  could  oppofe  his  progreis, 
feveral  of  the  leading  perfons  in  the  country  came  to  his  camp . 
lo  promife  obedience,  provided  he  would  withdraw  his  forces, 
and  releafe  theih  from  the  heavy  tribute  he  had  i^pofed ;  but 
BokJUus  would  liften  to  no  conditions,  unlefs  they  confented 
to  b!e  baptized.  In  confequence  a  great  number  ef  infidels 
were  converted,  their  idols  were  deKrbyed,  their  temples 

.turned  into  churches,  priefts  appointed  fi>t  their  tnftru6i:ion, 
and  an  intire  revolution  efte^ed  jo  religion,  widiout  a  drpp 
of  bioqdfhed.  There,  however,  appeared  no  fincerity  in  the 
converfibn  of  the  Priiffiam :  it  was  dread  of  the  power  of  £)»- 
kjiauf  that  mad«  them  difTemble;  and  the  moment  he  had 
withdrawn  his  army,  they  relapfed  into  their  errors,  baniflicd 
the  priefts,  and  perfecuted  the  few  who,  from  convidien, 

.  ieemed  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  Chrifitanity.    They  cc^- 

.  rupted  certain  Ptujums  in  the  Polijb  camp,  who  had  infi* 
fiuated  themfelves  into  the  eflieem  of  BoUJlaus^  ^zxA  had  been 
raifed  to.preferments  of  truft  and  honour.    By  their  means  Bolefiaus 
the  P$lijb  army  was  feduced  into  defiles,  where  it  was  at-  iefetatd 
Jacked,  defeated^  and  difperfed  by  the  jPrw^wi.  duke  H$nry  hy  tht 
being  (lain  in  the  fields  and  Bdefiam  and  Muc%llam  efcapiog  Proffiann. 

,  with  great  difficulty  *, 

The  misfortunes  of  Poland  were  now  begint^ing,  this  de- 
feat abroad  being  followed  by  domeftic  broils,  excited  by  the 

jMAxtn  d[  Uladijlaus.  ^  They  demanded  reftitution  of  their  * 
father's  dominions,  moft  of  which  had  now  been  affigned  to 
the  young  prince  CafimW^  A  great  number  of  difcontepted 
P^Us  rofe  in  their  favour,  and  their  claim  was  fupported  by  a 
confiderable  army  oJF  German  auxiliaries.  Bolefiaus  fpund 
bimfelf  unable  to  oppofe  the  enemy  by  force,  and  had  r^- 
courfe  to  negotiation,  by  which  he  gained  time  to  recruit  his 
army,  and  repair  his  late  lofies.  An  affembly  of  the  ftatea 
Was  held,  before  which  the  duice  refuted  the  claims  of  the 
«:hildreft  of  Vla^flaw  fo  much  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  diet, 
.ti>atitwas  voted,  almoft  unanimoufly,  that  they  had  kindled 

*  Flor.  Polon.  lib.  ii.  cap.  viii.  Mat.  de  Michov.  Kb.  Si* 
cap.  xix.  XX.  xxi«  3pai,  Quagnini  apudi  Piftor.  iii*  Ckomee* 
ibid,  lib.  ii. 
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an  unjuft  war.     However,  to  cxtinguifli  every  pretence  of 

again  renewing  the  civil  i\(coxA%  oi  rokindy  a  ffefh  iDveftiturc 

was  made  of  Siie/ta,  which  province  was  divided  among  the 

nephews  of  Bolejlaus,     A  certain  Polijh  writer  alledges,  that 

Bglejlaus^  having  fettled  the  affairs  of  his  kingdom,   refumed 

the  fcheme  of  obliging  PruJJia  to  embrace  Chriftianity;  and 

Death  of  that,  having  faftained  a  fecond  difgrace,  he  died  of  chagrin 

Boieflaus.  and  difappointment :  but  authors  of  the  beft  credit  agree  that 

A.  D.     he  fpent  the  laft  years  of  his  life  in  peace  and  tranquillity, 

ii74'«     promoting,  by  all  the  meafures  of  wifdoip,  the  felicity  of  his 

fubje6ts. 

MIECZSLJUS   m.  furnamd  the  OLJ>. 

flaus  III,  MIEGZSLAUS  was  now  raifed  to  the  ducal  throne,  and 
the  dutch ies  of  Mozovia  and  Cujavia  were  affigned  to  Lechus^ 
the  fon  of  Bolejlaus^  his  uncle  prince  Cajimir  being  appointed 
his  guardian.  The  fucceffion  was  difputed  by  the  friends  of 
the  infant  Lechus,  by  Cqfimir  the  brother  of  BoleJIaui^  and  by 
the  fons  o^VladiJlaus  5  but  the  ftates  gave  Miecijlam  the  pre- 
ference, on  account  of  the  high  expediations  they  entertained 
from  the  government  of  a  prince,  who  had  hitherto  difplayed 
no  other  qualities  than  thofe  of  wifdom,  valour,  and  afFability. 
Neverthelefs,  when  Miec%fiaus  was  feated  in  the  throne,  thiy 
found  reafon  to  queftion  whether  all  his  former  life  had  mX 
been  one  continued  fcene  of  hypocrify.  He  became  a  tyrant 
the  moment  he  eeafed  to  be  a  fubjcd,  and  changed  all  the  vir- 

.tues  of  an  amiable  hero  into  de'fpotifm,  pride,  avarice,  aiid 
every  vice  which  could  render  him  contemptible  and  detefted. 
He  had  been  furnamed  theOA/,  on  account  of  the  fagacity  he 
difplayed  in  his  youth;  and  might  now  be  ililed,  with  equal 
reafon,  the  Youngs  on  account  of  the  follies  of  his  age.    No 

'  prince  ever  afforded  greater  hopes  at  his  acceffion,  and  no 
prince  fooner  difappointed  the  fanguinary  expe<Si:ations  of  his 
people.  He  authorized  his  favourites  in  all  kinds  of  rapacity, 
-violence,  and  exa£lion.  The  wealth  of  individuals  roufed  his 
avarice,  and  rendered  the  poffeffors  criminal.  He  ihut  his 
ears  againft  the  murmurs  of  difcontent,  and  the  groaqs  of 

*  the  oppreffed.  He  grew  prodigal  at  the  expence  of  his  fub- 
je<S):s ;  and  at  the  fame  time  became  a  mifer  and  a  fpendthrlft 
Poland^  in  general,  was  wretchedly  poor  5  but  the  prince's  cof- 
fers overflowed  with  riches.  His  cruelty  was  fo  remarkable^ 
that,  when  he  wanted  human  creatures  to  torture,  he  grati- 
fied his  bloody  paffion  on  the  brute  creation  5  and,  merely  out 
pf  a  barbarous  difpofluon,  became  immoderately  fond  of 
kun^ing,     Some  of  bis  fubje^  remonilraied  to  him  upon  his 

flraiigf 
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ftran^e  change  of  temper,  and  the  fatal  coniequences  of  the 
meauires  he  purfued.  Gideon^  bifliop  o( Cracow^  in  particur 
lar,  relying  upon  his  facred  funftion,  and  the  friendfliip  which. 
MiecT^Jkus^  while  a  fubjea,  profeffed  for  his  perfon,  ventured 
to  declare  his  fentiments  freely,  and  affured  the  duke  that  hi^ 
.  condudl  would  neceflarily  produce  an  open  rebellion.  The 
return  his  loyalty  met  with  was  a  menace,  that  his  next  tref- 
pafs  of  the  fame  nature  flbould  be  puniihed  wijth  banilhment*. 
Not  fatisfied  with  this  imprudent  ftcp,  the  infatuated  duke 
threatened  to  corififcate  the  efFeds  of  ihofe  who  Should  pre- 
fume  .to  cenfure  his  adipiniftration ;  and,  by  a  feries  of  fucji. 
arbitrary  condud,  wholly  exhaufted  the  patience  of  his  fub- 
)c<2s-  Pfiyate  jcabals  were  held,  qonifpiracies  formed,  and  it 
^as~  at  Icngtfi.Betermined  to  depofe  the  tyrant.  The  palatine  ' 
of  Cracow  joined  the  difcontented,  propofed  that  prince  Ca- 
fimlr  fhould  fucceed,  and  accordingly  fet  about  a  formal  re^ 
nunciation,  of  the  allegiance  of  the  ftates  to  Miec%flau$ ;  a 
prince  who  might  eafily  have^  engaged  the  hearts  of  the 
pepply.  by  (Ifonger  ties  than  any.of  the  former  fovereigm  of 
Poland^       '.:.      -  '•        :     •  *' 

^     C2sj'jlf III,  II.  furfumed  thJUST. 

CASIMIR  was  a  prince  of  generous  and  virtuous  fenti-  CafimKr 
ihems;  He  fcrupied  accepting  the  honour  intended,  becaufell, 
lie  feared  it  was  a  trefpafs  upon  equity,  and  a  violation  of 
another's  property..  ^One  argument  alone,  out  of  the  multi- 
tude that  weoenfed-,  had  weight  with  him  upon  this  occafion : 
it  was  the  nrutual  obligation  fubfifting  between  the  fovereign 
and  the  fubje£^/.  yanqutflied  by  the  force  of  this  reflection, 
and  the.  prayers  of  the  nobility,  clergy,  and  people,  he  ac- 
cepted the  ducal  dignity  rafter  a  folemn  proteflation,  that  the 
good  of  his  country^  and  <not  the  gratification  of  his  ambition, 
was  the  fole  obje^  he  had  in  profpeCl.  Mieczjlaus  was  ab- 
foit  at  the  titne-  this  rchrolution  happened :  upon  advice  of 
what  was  tranfa^ted,  he  employed  his  utmofl  diligence  in 
railing  an  army;  but  meeting  with  a  denial  to  his  demands 
0D  the  neighbouring  princes,  he  was  too  weak  to  offer  battle  j 
and  while  he.  remained  thus  in  a  ftate  of  inaction,  Cajimir 
fubdued  the  Loeuuer  Poland  and  Pomerania,  which  had  re- 
jnained  firm  in  their  allegiance  to  his  rival.  Having  no^^ 
eftabliftied  the  tranquillity,  of  Pc&it^,  and  fixed  himfclf  fe^ 
curely  on  the  throne,  he  applied  his  attention  to  thedlfcharge 
of  .tho£e  duties  required  from  a  fovereign^  and  foon  juf^ified 

•  Auft.  ^M.'p,  citat.  ibid. 
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the  "high  opkilon  which  the'  people  entertained  of  his  vtrtae. 
He  began   with  redrcffing    grievances,    adjufting  property, 
eftabliOung  right>  and  correcting  the  abufes^  which  had  crept 
into  the  admin iftration  during  the  corrupt  defpotic  govcm- 
ment  of  his  picdccefibr.     All  exorbitant  hnpofts  were  fup- 
preiled,  and  a  general  diet  aiTembled,  to  refcue  the  peafants 
from  the  tyranny  of  the  nobility ;  an  affair  of  fach  confc- 
quence  as  the  duke  refufcd  to  determine  by  his  own  aothority, 
though   fupported  by  thie  clergy.     But  it  proved  left  difficult 
than  was  imagined  to  prevail  t>n  the  nobility  to  relinquiih  cer- 
tain privileges  which  they  poffeffed,  extremely  injurious  to  na- 
tural right :    they  were  moved  by  the  example  of  a  virtuou) 
prince;  and,  by  their  condu6):  on  this  occafion,  demonftrated 
Ae  great  influence  of  a  fovcreign  who  is  beloved  by  bte 
people.     All  that  the  kfng  Required  was  immediately  granted  i 
and)  to  fecure  this  declaration  in  favour  of  the  peafants,  the 
archbiihop  of  Gnefna  thundered  out  dreadful  anathemas  agaioft 
thofe  who  ihould  endeavour  to  recover  the  unjuft  privUeges 
they  had  now  renounced ;  ttkmg  care  likewife  to  fecure  ec« 
clefiaftical  property,  by  eftabliihing  fevere  penalties,  and  a 
variety  pf  {jpiritual  fences.    The  a^s  of  this  diet  were  tranf- 
mitted  to  Rome^  and  confirooted  by  the  pontiff,  to  add  more 
weight  tp  the  decifions. 

Tt^OUOH  the  nobility  in  general  confented  to  have  their 
power  retrenched^  there  were  fome  to  whom  it  furaifiiedcaufil 
^  of  difconteuLt;  arid  tbeCe  immediately  b^ame.the  partizans  of' 
the  4epofed  prince  Miecxfiaus.  This  unfortunate  prince  had 
not  only  loft  his  crown,  but  likewife  his  hereditary  dominions^ 
in  confequence  of  which  he  was  neduced  to  extreme  indw 
gence*  He  now  had  recourfe  to  iiipplications ;  wrote  to  Co* 
pnir  an  aiFe^ling  account  of  his  fuuation,  drew  tears  from 
the  eyes  of  this  compaffionate.  brother,  and  determined  htni 
to  evacuate  the  throne  in  his  favour,  if  he  could  procure  the 
CPnfent  of  the  diet.  For  this  purpofe  he  ailembled  the  ftates^ 
pathetically  defcribed  his  brother's  wretched  circumftances, 
enlarged  upon  his  penitence,  touched  feelingly  upon  the  in- 
juftice  of  one  brother's  ufurping  the  property  of  another;  asul 
concluded  wjth  a  requeft,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  re- 
ftore  the  crown  to  Miiczflausy  for  whofe  future  condud  he 
would  himfelf  be  fecurity.  The  anfwer  made  by  the  ftatet 
was  peremptory.  They  told  him  never  more  to  mention  the 
fubjedi,  left  they  ihould  be  under  the  ncceffity  of  depofihg 
him*  and  excluding  his  brother,  who  they  were  determined 
ihould  never  again  wear  the  Polifti  diadem.  Cafimir^  how- 
'  ever,  was  fo  moved  with  his  brother's  tender  recital  of  his 

.  misfortunes,  that  be  tried  every  meafure  to  relieve  him,  and 

even 
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€^ftn  conirived  at  die  arts  praSifed  by  famt  dHbooteiiied  n<V 
Uemon  to  cSiSt  z  revolution  in  favcnir  of  Mietzfiam,  Bf  , 
%  very  lingular  generofity  he  facilitated  die  redu^en  oiF 
Gmfna  and  L9w&  Ppland^  whett  Muczjkuis  might  have  lived 
in  (plendoT'  and  peace,  had  not  his  heart  beea  corrupted^ 
and  hi€  ambition  and  avarice  too  ftoong  to  be  fubdued  bf 
kindnels  and  fraternal  afFeifiion;  The  pofleffion  of  Gmjm 
only  whetted  hit  ardor  to  wreft  ^  the  crown  from  his  bDotber»  " 
and  reduce  Cafimir  to  the  fame  unfortunate  fitttatjofl  frotai 
which  he  was  juft  rdieved  by  t\^  unparelleled  goodocA  o£ 
that  prince,  fie  begun  with  attempting  the  conqueft  of  thi 
prwu^es  of  Ma%m»  zn^  Oujaumy  which  had  been  affigncd 
for'  the  mz\Mtntnt^  %i  Lechm^  the  fon  of  Boleflamy  vok* 
cler  the  tutelage  of  dtd:eC^^>.  He  corrupted  certain  par* 
ions  about  the  young  prince'^/Court,  and  perfuaded  Lecbus  to 
qtnt  the  party  ^  Cefimr^  after  which  he  feized  upon  all  /hia 
dominions.  This  opened  the  eyes  of  Lgchusy  and  detemmiei 
bim  to  embrace  the  firft  Opportunity  of  efcaping,  which  he. 
fooA  found,  returned  to  Cafimir^  and  was  received  with  th9 
fime  kindnefs  as  if  he  had  never  erred  in  his  condu^.  Th^ 
^ung  prince  was  equally  afie£ted  with  the  fenfe  of  his  bw% 
imprudence,  and  c^f^ie  generofity  of  his  guardian;  grief 
preyed  upon  his  cdnftitution,  and  he  foon  became  the  viaim 
of  his  own  feniibiliey;  leaving  his  dominions  to  Cafimir  by 
Way  of  atonement  ^  Poli<Jy  and  felf-prefervation  requined 
that  ASeezflaui  IhiHild  be  dirpoflelfed  of  thofe  countries  which 
he  had  fraudulently  feized  V  an  army  was  ailembled  fdr  thia 
jiurpofe,  and  theautchies  of  Ma%ma  zni  Cujavia  vnte  rer 
covered  and  reannexed  to  the  crown  of  PokmL 

Scarce  had  Cafimir  reftored  the  tranquillity  of  his  do< 
minions  (leaving  his' unworthy  brother  in  poffeffion  of  fome 
places  in  Lower  Poland)  when  he  was  engaged  in  a  war  with 
Ruffia^  to  re-eftablifli  Vlodomir  in  his  dominions,  of  which 
he  had  been  deipoiled  by  the  Hungarians.  The  expedition 
was  difpfeafing  to  many  of  the  Pol^  nobility,  ftrongly  con-*- 
neiSited  by  tics  of  intereft  and  affinity  with  the  Hungarians \  iit 
order  to  fruffrate  its  efieds,  they  fet  on  foot  a  fcheme  for 
emptoying  the  duke  at  home,  by  exciting  a  civil  war,  and  at-  .  ^ 
tempting  the  reftoration  of  Mieczflaui,  A  report  was  art- 
fully propagated,  that  Cafimir  was  poifoned  in  RuJJiat  and 
this  confiderably  ftrengthened  the  fadhon.  Cra€&u}wz&  fur* 
prtfed^  but  the  citadel  refufed  to  furrender.  Cafimir'^  unex- 
peQed  return  deflroyed  the  hop6s  of  the  confpirato^.    Miicz^  * 

^  FM>a.  Polon.  lib.ii.  cap.  x.     Mat.  de  Michov.  lib.  ijL 
cap.  XX, 
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jbuiw^  (breed  to  evacuate  all  his  conqoefts,  his  fm  fell  iaiol 
the  hands  of  Cafimiry  and  the  rebeUion  was  entirely  cru(bed>i 
onlf  to  make  way  for  further  proofs  of  the  duke's  ctemencyl 
ana  moderation.  He  releafed  all  his  prifoners,  and  evear 
furnifhed,  them  with  ,every  neceffiury  to  return  to  their  feveral 
homes,  condefcending  likewife^  though  .vidorious,  to  dk. 
peace  of  his  vanquiflied  brother. 

/  Th£  lafl:  a£tion  of  this  amiable  prince  was  the  cooqueft 
of  Rufioj  which  he  effeded  rather  by  the  reputation  pf  bis 
wifdofn  and  generofity  than  by. dint  of  arms.  ThofQ.bar-. 
barians  voluntarily  fubmitted  to  a  prince  fo  faqaed  for  hi^ 
benevolence,  juftice,  and  humanity,  ^  Soon  after  his  return 
he  died  at  Cracow^  lamented  as  the  beft,.  the  meekeft,  thq 
tnoft  pious,  liberal,  and  amiable  prince,  that'  had  ever  filled 
the  throne  oi  Poland  ;  his  very  failings  being  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture as  engaged  the  eAeem,  the  afiedion,  and  the  admira- 
tion of  his  people  *  (A).-.  • 

The  PoUs  were  doubly  fenfible  of  the  merit  of  Qafinfir 
the  moment  he  was  removed  from  them,  and  this  made 
them  more  difficult  in  their  choice  of  a  fuqceflbr.  His  foa 
LeAm  was  a  boy,  and  they  dreaded  the  con^quences  of  a 
long  minority,  while  there  remained  fu^cl^a  number  of  claim- 
ants for  the  throne*  The  young  priiice  indeed  was  efpoufed 
by  the  biOiop  of  CractnVy  anida  majority  pf .  the  nobility ;  be-, 
fideS)  the  eledion  of  the  diet  was  fufiicient  to  confticute  the 
Jegitimacy  of  his  right ;  yet  the  natipn  .in  general  dreaded 
ft  civil  war,  and  the  confufion  that  mj^  follow  the  appoint-: 
iDg  a  prince  to  fill  thethrpne,  who  at  the  age' of  maturity 
might  prove  unworthy  of  the  dignity,  and  of  the  danger  and 

'  *  Mat.  de.Michov*  lib.  iii.  cap.  xxvii. 

(A)  The  foUpwing  anecdote  "  farprifed,  faid  he,  at  the  gen- 
ts fufficient.  illuflration  of  lus  <<  tlem^n'^s  pondudl;  for  qqt 
chara^^er.  While  Cafimir  was  **  having  it  in  his  power  to 
prince  of  Sandomiry  he  won  at  *«  revenge  himfelf  on  fortune, 
play  all  the  money  of  one  of  "  no  wonder  he  fhould  attack 
his  nobility,  who,  incenfed  at  "  her  favourite."  After  wWch 
his  ill  fortune,  ftruck  the  prince  he  revoked  the  ientence,  re- 
a  blow  on  the  ear,  in  the  heat  turned  the  nobleman  his  mo* 
of  paiCon.  He  fled  immedi-  ^ney,  and  declared  that  he  alone 
ately  from  juftice  ;  but  being  was  faulty,  as  he  ehcour^ed 
purfued  and  overtaken,  he  was  by  his  example  a  pernicious 
•condemned  to  lofe  his  head;  practice,  that  might  terminate 
but  the  generous  Cafimir  deter-  in  the  ruin  of  hundreds  of  the 

imned  oth^v^fe.    "  1  am^  not    people  (i). 

\  *•* 

{\)  FUt,  Polcn^  liif.  ii,  caf.  X. 
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fatigue  they  muft  uijdergo  in  his  fupport.  The  depoTed.^u(e^ 
and  th'e  fon  of  Ulad'tjlaus  II.  now  dake  of  OpfeUn  in  SiUJkt^ 
had  each  a  powerful  faction  determined  upon  jointrfg  ihtc- 
rcft  to  oppofe  the  eleftion  oiLechus,  However,  the  influence^ 
the  policy,  the  addrefs,  and^  the  eloquence  of  the  bifhop  di 
Cracow  prevailed  ;  he  recited  all  the  virtues  of  Cajimir^  and 
by  reminding  the  aflembly  of  the  many  benefits  deduced  frotn 
the  piiety  of  the  father,  ftrongly  recommended  the  fon.  -Gratf- 
tude,  pity,  and  all  the  more  powerful  paffions,  operated  ih 
favour  of  the  young  prince,  who  was  accordingly  declared 
duly  ele£led,  the  biihop  and  palatine  of  Cracow  being  con- 
ftituted  his  guardians,  and  regents  of  the  republic.  Nor  did 
the  gratitude  of  the  affembly'to  Caftmir^s  memory  ftop  with 
the  elevation  of'his  ejdeft  fon  ;  Cajimir^  the  fccond  fon,  was 
declared  duke  of  Mazovia  znd  Cujaviaf  under  the  tutelage 
of  the  fame  great  pe'rfonages. 

LECHUS   VI.    furnamed  the  FAIR. 

The  confequfences  forefeen  by  the  people  immediately  foU  Lecliiu 
lowed   this  a6t  of  the  diet.     Muczjlaus  the  0/dj  refolving  to  yi. 
difpute  the  eledion,  formed  an    alliance  with  the  dukes  of 
Oppekn^    Pomerania^'  and  Brejlau^    raifed  all    the    men   nx 
jMuer  Poland  fit  to  bear  arms,  apd  bent  his  march  with  nu- 
merous forces  towards  Cracow,    A  bloody  battle  was  fought  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Mozgar^a.    After  terrible  flaughter 
ithe  left  wings  of  both  armies  were  feized  with  a  panic.     Qa 
the   one  fide  Bokjlaus^  the  fon  of  Mieczjlau's^  was  flain,  and 
the  old  Juke  on  the  point  of  being  taken  prifoner ;    while  ot^ 
the  other  hand,  the  palatine  of  Sandomir  fell  into  the  ene- 
my's hands,  and  the  Ruffian  auuiliaries  were  entirely  routed. 
Upon  the  whole,    the  advantage  remained  on  the  fide  of 
Lechus-f  though  both  were  difabled  from  keeping  the  field,  an4 
forced  to  retire  to   recruit  their  forces  and  Spirits,  in  ordpr  tp 
overwhelm  Poland  with  frefli  fcenes  of  flaughter.     Mieczjlauf 
was  firll  ready  for  adion,  and  he  commenced  his  operations 
rwith  invading  the  dutchy  of  Cujavia^  which  lay  commodious 
and  contiguous  to  his   own  dominions.     Nothing  oppofed  his 
progrefe,  the  cities  opened  thfeir  gates  at  his  approach,  and 
the  divifions  th^t  reigned  among  the  enemy  offered  a  fair  op- 
portunity for  the  intire  conquefl  of  Poland.     Mieczjlaus  laid   ' 
his  fcheme  deep  ;    not  fatisfied  with  the  redufliion  of  Cujavia, 
he  formed  a  defign  on  CracoWy  but  preferred  artifice  to  opeq 
force.     His  firft  attempt  was  to  corrupt  the  guardians  of  the 
young  Lechi45  \    but  fiildi,ng  their  integrity  inflexible,  he  ap.- 
plied  to  the  dutchefs  dowager,  mother  to  the  prince.    To 


}m  he  made  the  £aireft  promifeS)  after  ha?mg  defirribed^.k 
Ae  Arongeft  terms,  the  miferies  whicfa  ^ould  eofae  from  her 
refu&l  of  the  conditions  he  propofed.  He  ftipulated  to  a4opt 
f^€hus  and  C&nrade^  her  fons,  to  furrender  the  province  of 
Cujuviafot  their  prefeot  fupport,  and  to  declare  them  hm 
to. all  bis  dominions.  The  principal  npbility  oppofed  this 
accommodation ;  but  it  was  accepted  by  the  dutchels,  in  de- 
.%iite  of  all  their  remonftrances,  and  Miecxjhas  was  put  in 
^pofieffion  of  the  capiul,  after  he  had  taken  a  fotemn  oath 
"  pumSkually  to  execute  every  article  of  the  treaty. 

MIECZSLAUS  the  OLD    r^onJ. 

BCecsp         MIECZSLAUS  had  too  often  broke  his  engagements  to 
^«s  ri'    have  any  regard  to  promtfes  where  his  intereft  was  concerned  : 
J9red»       ambition  had  furmounted  greater  difficulties  than  the  mere 
breach  of  a  fimple  contra£b  with  a  credulous  woman.     He 
was  indifferent  to  the  fentiments  of  mankind,  and  carelefs  of 
his  reputation  when  it  flood  in  the  way  of  his  promotion  or 
l^ia. paeons;    and  now,  having  got  the  power  in  his  hands, 
be  rcfolvcd  to  exert  it  in  the  fame  manner  is  if  no  treaty  at 
all  fiibfifted  with  the  dutchefs.     His  defpotifm  foon  becakme 
^  n^parent;  the  dutchefs  perceived  (he  was  duped,  and  (be  e»- 

'dfeavourcd  to  retrieve  her  mifconduft  by  rendering  the  pc^ 
fidious  duke  odious  to  his  fut^edb.  Her  children  were  belov^ 
"by  the  people,  and  a  few  fpirited  meafures  in  their  favpar 
would  excite  a  general  infurre&ion.  The  dutchefi  accdrd- 
ingly  formed  a  mong  party,  the  nobility  took  arms,  and  the 
people  followed  their  example.  The  rebellion  was  too  ge- 
neral to  be  withftood  ;  Mieczjlaus  was  fhamefully  driven  out 
of  Cracow^  and  on  the  point  of  being  reduced  to  his  formelr 
wretched  circumftances.  His  intriguing  genius  however  ontfc 
more  availed  him;  he  found  means  to  fow  difiention  amofig 
the  enemy,  fet  the  dutchefs  and  the  palatine  of  Cracow  fit 
variance,  and  by  this  means  obliged  that  powerful  noblemaii 
to  embrace  his  party.  So  formidable  an  acceifion  foon  turned 
the  fcale  of  fortune ;  Mieczflaus*  forces  became  fuperior,  and  he 
in  confequence  regained  poffeffion  of  Cracow ;  but  he  did  ndt 
JEr  Aath*  long  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  profperity.  He  fell  a  facrifice  tb 
intemperance,  and  l^is  fon  VlaSJlaui  was  raifed  to  the  ducd 
dignity,  thro'  the  influence  of  the  fame  palatine  who  had  been 
artfully  feduced  to  embrace  the  t.z\xk  of  Mieczjlaus,  After 
the  tranfadions  we  have  related,  the  fubfequent  faying  will 
exhibit  a  fufficient  idea  of  the  character  of  this  perfidious 
prince.  **  A  fovereign,  faid  he,  is  no  longer  obliged  to  keep 
*^  his  oath  than  v^hile  it  is  neither  fafe  nor  beneficial  to 
*'  break  it-'* 

The 
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T^lE  opinions  of  hiftortans  difFcr  with  rfefpcA  to  llie 
fticceflbr  of  A^eczjlaus.  Some  relate,  that  Vladijlaus  wa9 
eledled  duke,  and  died  a  few  days  after  his  acceffion  ^ ;  otheit 
itre  equally  ftrenuoqs  in  aflerting,  that  the  pa)ati<le  of  Cracow^ 
ienfible  that  he  had  been  deceived  by  the  artful  Miecftam^ 
)rtras  preparing  to  join  his  enemies  before  bis  death,  and  im- 
mediately upon  that  event  feized  the  capital,  and  reftored 
the  young  Lechus  to  the  fupreme  dignity  *.  Guagnini  differs 
ftotn  both  thefe  relations,  and  affirms,  that  Uladijlaus  fuc- 
cfeeded  his  father  for  three  years,  and  then  refiedting  upon 
his  own  ufurpation  of  another's  right,  voluntarily  refigned  the 
crown  to  Lechus, 
\  LECHUS    refined. 

Wk  can  only  be  certain  amidft  fo  many  difcordant  opi«  Lechus 

9101189  that  £^^^215  was  reftored.    In  this  all  writers  zgx^^^rejlerei. 

;|nd   (hey  are  equally  unanimous  that  his  government  wa;^  ^'  ^* 

4nforiunate.  The  Tartars  broke  into  Poland^  ra,vaged  it  with^     ^*^*^ 

^e  utmoft  cruelty,   and  diSufed  terror  and  cocfiuidxi  thrci.^ 

s^U  thf  northern  kingdonis.    At  laft  they  came  to  an  en-» 

gagemcnt  with  the  Polesy  affifted  by  the  Ruffians ;  and,  after 

an  pbftinate  and  dreadful  conflid,  obtained  a  complete  vic« 

ts]«y.     This  was  their  firft  incurfion  ihto  Poland^   and  hap«-[ 

pily  for  that  country  it  terminated  as  precipitately  as  it  com* 

menced.    Without  any  ^parent  reafon  they  retired,  juft  as 

ihewholiS  kingdo^i.was  ready  to  fubmit.    Difeaie  and  fa-- 

mine  l^wev^r  marked  their  way.    The  devaftations  they  had 

9pmmitj;^d  produced  a  dearth,  which  was  foon  followed  by 

^  peftilence  that  reduced  one  of  the  moft  populous  countrie$ 

qfthe  northern  hemifphere  to  a  folitude.    In  this- fituation 

uras  Poland^  when  death  put  an  end  to  the  misfortuiies  of 

ifCalmSf  whofe  reign  was  the  moft  inaufpicious  in  the  annals 

<^  that  republic.    The  manner  in  which  Lechus  perifhed  com." 

{Acted  the  tragedy ;.  be  was  facrificed  to  the  ambition  of  his 

qwn  fubje£b»  and  murderdd  as  he  was  bathiqg  with  Henry 

ibi  Bearded  of  SUefia^     The   confpiracy  was  fet  on  foot  by 

&wentopeluSy  palatine  oi  PomiroHta^  who  afpired  at  the  fovc- 

rfigmy  of  that  province}  the  inveftiture  of  which  had  beea 

r^fufed  him  by  Lechuf.     A  civil  war  enfiied,  and  Poland  be^ 

came  the  prey  of  a  number  of  petty  princes,  each  of  whooij 

^ain^ed  the  ducal  dignity  **  (A).  For 

^  Hartnoch,  lib.  i.  cap.ii.     Herburt  de  Fulftin,  fib.  vi^ 
pag.  102,  103.  ^  GuAGN.  pag.  92,  ap.  Pifk»r.  ^  Mat/ 

de  Michov.  lib.  iii. , cap.  XXX.    Hart,  lib,  i.  cap.  ii. 

(A)  Mathew  o£ Micho^ia  re-     of  all  other  Poltjh    hiftorians, 

late^,  contrary  to  t&c  leftimony    xh^t  Lechus  t hi  Pair   was  four 

(J  limes 
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.  For  a  feries  of  years  it  would  be  diiHcuIt  to  determine 
who  was  the  fucccffor  of  Lechus,  He  had  a  Ton  called  Bo^ 
Ujluus^  by  his  wife  Grew/law^  daughter  of  the  duke  of  RuJJia  \ 
but  this  prince  being  a  minor,  the  regency,  and  at  laft  the 
ducal  throne,  was  contefted  between  Comrade^  uncle  to  Bole^ 
Jlaus^  znd  Henry  the  Bearded^  duke  o(  Siiejia,  Each  triumphed 
in  his  turn  j  and  that  prince  was  confidered  as  duke  of  Pc- 
land  who  got  pofleffion  of  Cracow^  notwithftanding  the  reft 
of  the  kingdom  was  in  the  hands  of  men  who  claimed  inde- 
pendency on  the  capital.  Henry^  after  defeating  Conrade  in 
two  bloody  battles,  firft  gained  the  feat  of  government,  and 
ailumed  the -tide  of  duke  ;  but  his  imprudent  confidence 
in  the  inhabitants  of  Cracow^  foon  deftroyed  the  fruits  of  his 
.  _vi£lories.  Haying  fent  the  Sileftan  troops  back  to  their  own 
Country,  to  avoid  giving  umbrage  to  the  citizens,  he  was 
furprifed  and  taken  prifoner  by  Conrade,  The  civil  war  raged 
with  redoubled  vigour  \  the  fon  ,of  Henry  having  collected  an 
army,  Poland  was  on  the  verge  of  dcftrudlion,  when  an 
accommodation  was  efFe6^ed  by  means  of  the  prudence  and 
policy  oi  Her^rfs  wife  Hedwiga.  The  treaty  concluded  upon 
this  occafion  was  broke  by  Henry^  who  in  lefs  than  a  year 
aflumed,  without  any  oppofitibn,  the  title  of  duke  of  Poland^ 
got  poflcfEon  of  Cracow^  and  enjoyed  'both  for  the  remain- 
der of  his  life. 

It  was  during  this  unfortunate  ftate  of  the  kingdom  that 
the  Tartars  made  ia  fecond  inuption,  laid  all  defolate  before 
them,  and  were  advancing  to  the  capital,  when  they  were 
attacked  by  the  brave  palatine  of  Cracow^  fupported  only  by' 
a  handful  of  men,  defeated  with  great  (laughter,  and  forced 
to  retire  with  precipitation.  The  palatine's  valour  ferved 
only  to  fterh  the  torrent ;  it  did  not  break  the  power  of  the 
enemy :  for  next  year  the  Tartars  returned,  and,  fpurred  on 
by  refentment,  committed  fuch  barbarities  as  cannot  be  equaU 
led  in  hiftory,  or  defcribed  without  horror.  It  is  fuflicienty 
that  neither  fex,  age,  nor  quality,  could  excite  compaiHon  in 
the  obdurate  breafts  of  thofe  favages,  whole  provinces  being 
burnt  to  the  ground,  and  the  inhabitants  maflacred.  They 
were  returning  loaden  with  fpoils,  when  the  palatine  fell  upon 
them  a  fecond  time  with  a  flender  force;  but  fortune  was- 
unpropitious;  he  was  defeated,  after,  an  obftinate  confli5!', 
and  after  he  had  difplayed  all  the  qualities  of  a  good  foldier, 

times  depofed,  and  at  laft  was     the  fovereign  authority  of  Po- 
murdered  in  the  manner  related,     land,  all  the  other  princes  pay-* 
while  he  was  in  poficilion  of    ing  him  homage  (i)« 
'  (i)  W,  Hi,  cat,  XXX.  fag,  8i, 

♦      general. 
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g^eneral,  and  patriot.  This  unfortunate  a£lion  laid  all  JPj-? 
f/z^Jf  open  to  i\it  Tartars  \  the  nobility  iled  into  Hun^aryl 
and  the  peafants  fought  an  afylum  among  rocks  and  impene- 
trable forces.  Cracow  was  left  intirefy  defencelefs,  the  Tirr- 
tjar-s  took  ppfleflion,  and  foon  pillaged  and  burnt  the  capital*' 
N"ext  they  penetrated  into  Silefia  and  Moravia^  and  after  de- 
solating the  countries,  deftrayed  BreJIau  and  other  cities; 
nor  did  Hungary  efcape  the  fury  of  their  barbarity  ;  the  king 
gave  battle  to  the  Tartars^  was  defeated  with  vaft  carnage, 
and  then  had  the  mortificaHon  to  fee  his  capital  laid  in  afhesj^ 
and  above  an  hundred  thoufand  of  his  fubjefls  perifh  by 
fire  and  fword.  The  Tartarian  arms  were  invincible,  no- 
thing could  withftand*  the  prodigious  forces  they  brought  into 
the  field,  and  the  fury  with  which  they  feemcd  aduatcd. 
They  fixed  their  head-quarters  on  the  frontiers  of  Hungary^ 
and  fpread  their  devailations  on  every  fide  with  a  celerity  and 
(uccefs  that  threatened  the  deflrudion  of  the  whole  empire, 
as  well  as  the  furrounding  kingdoms. 

BOLESLJUS  V.  furnamd  the  CHASTE. 

'    In  this  fituation  was  Poland^  bleeding  under  the  fcourge  oFBoldlaiu 
the  ttlbft  cruel  fervitude,  when  BoUJIaui^  furnarocd  the  Chafte^y. 
was  raifed  to  the  throne,  by  which  means  a  civil  war  was 
added  to  the  other  misfortunes  of  the  kingdom.    This  prince, 
the  fon  of  ZrwAaj,  was  oppofed  by  his  uncle  C^wr^rf^,  who, 
chough  he  did  not  conteft  the  right  of  the  father,  nor  of 
Henry  the  Bearded^  was  refolved  not  to  admit  that  of  their 
children,  and  fee  himfelf  become  the  CuhjcSt  of  his  own  ne- 
phew.   He  took  the  field  \vith  a  numerous  army,  gained  pof- , 
feffiion  of  Cr^r^zt;,  and  aflumed  the  title  of  duke  of  Poland^ 
having  the  provinces  of  Cracow  and  Sandomir  wholly  under 
his  authority.     As  Bckjlam  was  forced  to  take  refuge  in  Hurt" 
'2ary^  it  is  probable  ^2xConr(!ide  might  have  kept  pofTdfion 
of  the  ducal  throne,  had  not  his  avarice  and  pride  equally 
offended   the  nobility  !ind  peafants,  and  obliged  them  una- 
nimoufly  to  invite  Bolejlaw  to  head  the  infurre£lior^ -which 
appeared   in  every  quarter.    On  his  arrival  the  capital  re-     A.  D. 
ceived  him  with  joy  ;    but  his  fovercignty  was  not  univerfally      1240, 
acknowledged.    A  powerful  party  it  ill  efpoufed  Conrade ;  and 
it  is  reported  that  on  this  occafion  the  knights  .of  the  Teu^ 
tonic  order  were  called  into  Poland  to  difpute  the  pretenfions 
of  Bolefiaus  (B).    Ail  his  Endeavours   however  proved  iqef* 

fe^hial  J 

'  (B)    Some  writers    alledge,     Teutonic   knights  ;  to  affill  hioi 

that  Conradt    firft  invited   the    againfl  the  Brujfian:^  a  few  years 

•       '  "     *  befO(% 
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fe£luaT}  he  was  defeated  in  two  pitched  battles,  and  forced 
to  live  in  a  private  fituation,  though  he  never  ceafed  to  har- 
rafs  his  nephew,  and  make  freih  attempts  to  recover  the 
crown^  to  which  he  had  no  right  either  by  birth  or  eIe£lion. 
To  his  intrigues  Mathew  of  Michovia  afcribes  an  irruption 
made  by  the  Lithuanians  into  Poland^  where  they  made  dread- 
ful ravages,  and  were  at  laft  defeated  by  Bokjlausj  with  the 
lofs  of  their  duke  Mltftdacus.  We  know  but  few  particulais 
befides  of  the  reign  and  chara£ter  of  Bolejlausj  except  that 
(le  is  reported  to  have  made  a  perpetual  vow  of  continency, 
and  to  have  impofed,  the  fame  oath  on  his  wife  ^  that  he  was 
liberal  to  die  church  ;  that  he  founded  near  forty  mohafte- 
ries ;  and  that  he  died  after  a  long  reign,  in  the  year  12791 
after  having  adopted  Leckus  duke  of  Cujaviay  and  procured  a 
Confirmation  of  his  choice  by  the  free  eledion  of  the  people  *• 

'     '    LEG  IWSWl.  fumanud  ihi  BLACK. 

Ledius  ^^  period  in  the  PoHJh  annals  is  more  replete  with  car- 
VIL  ^^S^  ^^^  ^he  reign  of  this  prince,  wfaofe  whole  life  was  one 
CQntiaued  tiflUe  ofdomeftic  and  foreign  troubles  and  misfor- 
tunes. On  his  fiffi  accefiion  he  was  attacked  by  the  united 
^r^es  of  Ruffia  and  Liibmnia^  affifted  by  the  Tartars^  whom 
b^  h^d  the  good  fortunei  to  defeat  in  a  pitched  engagenaeott 
in  whi<;h  vi^vy  ftood  long  in  fufpeace*  The  advantage  ob^ 
^ned  on  Ais  occaAon  obliged  the  enemy  to  evacuate  P^^ 
^landi  hut  it  fo  weakened  LechuSy  as  to  give  birth  to  civil 
difleolions.  The  biihop  of  Cracow^  and  duke  of  Afazovia, 
vith  feveral  other  prelates  and  nobles,  united  todepoieXif- 
ihus^  horn  motives  of  ambition,  fome  alledge  of  refentmenty 
V  A9  prince  having  detained  the,  hifhop^  of  Cracow  in  priibo  foe 
the  ifrace  of  a  month.  This  was  an  affront  never  to  be  for- 
given by  the  clergy,  who  had  intereft  enough  with  the  pon- 
tiff ta  prOGUffe  fentence  of  "excommunication  to  be  denounced 
againft  their  fovereigd,  whereby  all  his  fubje£b  were  abfolved 
from  their  oath  of  allegiance.    In  confequence,  the  revolt 

*  Ftoa.  Polon.  lib.ii*  cap,  xv,    .  Guagn.  torn.  i.   pag.  97, 
apud  Piftor^ 

before  his  coitteft  with  Boletus ;  their  patron.     Iii  a  few  years 

and  that  in  recompence  of  their  theie  auxiliaries  proved  the  bit- 

fervice»»   he  gave  them  CtJmf  tereil  enemies  of  Pdtmd^    and 

aiod  other  places,   where  they  the  authorar  of  a  great  number 

were  fettled  at  this  time,  and  of  bloody  wars  (t)« 
ready  to  lend  their  affiilance  to 

^  (1)  2^&/',  Po/w,  //^.  ii,  €0f*  ii«     Cuagn,  fm^r,  ^g, 

became 
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became  fo  general,  that  Le£hm  was  forced  to  take  ihelteriiil- 
der  the  wing  of  the  king  of  Hutigarj^j  the  inhabitants  of  Cra* 
t9w  alone  remaining  firm  in  their  duty.  Thefe  brave  citi- 
Ssens  flood  all  the  fatigue  and  danger  of  a  tedious  fiege^  and 
Urere  at  laft  relieved  by  the  Hungarian  army  and  LechUSy  who 
defeated  the  rebels,  and  reftored  the  legitimate  fovereign- 

LBCHUS  had  fcarce  reafcended  the  throne,    when  the 
united  Ruffians^  Tartars^  and  Lithuanians^  made  a  fecond  ir- 
x'uptioii  into  Poland,  and  defolated  the  country  with  more  fuiy 
and  barbarity  than  before.    Their  forces  were  prodigious,  and  ~ 
rendered  more  terrible,  we  are  told,  by  the  incredible  num- 
bei:  of  large  dogs  trained  to  the  art  of  war^  witH  which  they, 
were  accompanied.    Lecbus  however  was  not  difcouraged*: 
he  attacked  the  gnexny  with  inferior  troops,  and  obtained  a 
Complete  viflory,  the  Poles  being  animated  by  defpair,  on 
perceiving  that  if  they  were  conquered,  they  muft  likewife 
be  devoured.    This  was  the  laft  exploit  recorded  in  hiftory 
of  this   prince,  who  died  with  the  reputation  of  a  warlike. 
Wife,  but  unfortunate  motiarch,  having  never  had  the  power 
to  gratify  bis  inclination  to  promote  the  felicity  of  his  fub- 
jefls.    As  he  died  without  iffue  his  crown  was  contefted,  and 
his  dominions  again   expdfed  to  all  the  horrors  of  civil  dif-    A.  D*. 
cord.    The  competitors  for  the  fovereignty  were  JJladiJlaus     12904 
IjoSilcus^  brother  to  the  deceafed  prince,  who  feized  the  pa- 
latinate of  Siradia ;    Bolejlaus  duke  of  Phjkow^  brother  to 
Conrade  duke  of  Matovia^  who  took  poffeffion  of  Cracow  and        • 
Sandomir ;    and  Henry  duke  of  Brejlau^  a  prince  lineally  de- 
fended from  the  family  of  Piajius.    The  ftruggle  for  power 
Was  violent,    but  fliort,  Henry  triumphing  over  his  adverfa- 
ries,*  and  driving  them  from  the  provinces  they  had  feized, 
tdok '  pofleffion  of  the  capital,  and  was  acknowledged  duke 
ofPdlarid.  . 

HE  NR  r,  furnamed  the  HONES  T. 

Henry  did  not  enjoy  his  dtgnity  in  peace.  Xjladijlaus  Henry. 
Lo^fieus  made  another  effort,  and  was  fo  fuccefsful  as  to 
oblige  the  duke  to  quit  the  capital ;  however,  he  fuftained  a 
.defeat  in  the  open  field,  whicl\  obliged  him  with  reluQance 
to  abandon  his  claim,  and  fuffer  his  rival  to  remain  in  quiet 
poffeffion  for  the  fhort  remainder  of  his  life.  About  five 
yeaft  after  bis  eleSion  Henry  died,  as  fome  writers  alledge,  of  . 
poifon,  adminiftered  to  him  by  certain  noblemen  of  Silejia^ 
leaving  the  dutchies  of  Clracow  sind  Sandomir  to  Prenvfiaus 
^^e  of  Oreat  Poland^  his  relation,  and  likewife  the  defcen- 
ifOit  of  Piajlus.  \  •  , 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XXXIV.  H  PaJ?- 
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P  R  E  M  I  S  L  J  U  8   m 
Premi-  ,        POLAND  had  loft  all  its  fplcndor  firice  its  princes  had 
fiaus  II.     Y}ttn  deprived  of  the  regal  dignity,    Almoft  all  the  provinces 
had/fliook  ofF  their  allegiance,  and  even  the  palatinates^ 
Poland  fometimes  refufed  paying  obedience  to  the  dukes. 
Premiflaus  knew  the  influence  of  pegeantry  on  the  minds  cf 
the  multitude,  and  accordingly  had  the  ceremony  of  corona- 
tion renewed  at  Gnejna^  and  was  crowned  with  aJl  the  pomp 
and   magnificence  obferved  by  the  former  kings  of  Poland 
He  aflTumed.  the  title  of  king,  and  was  attended  with  aU  the 
'badges  of  the  regal  dignity ;    but  he  did  not  live  to  expe- 
rience the  efFefls  of  this  meafure,  entered  upon  rather  from 
views  of  policy  than  pride.     A  confpiracy  Was  formed  againfi 
.    him,  and   he  was  deprived  of  life  about  feven  months  after 
his  elevation.    The  hiftorians  of  this  country  differ  extremely 
in  their  relations  about  the  caufe  of  this  event.     Some  afcribe 
it  to  the  jealoufy  of  the  marquis  of  Brandenburg^  who  em- 
ployed afiaiSns  to  execute  his  vengeance,  though  they  arc 
filent  with  icfpecSl  to  the  occafion  of  this  animouty  between 
the  princes  :    others^  on  the  contrary,  affirm,  that    the  wi- 
dow of  the  late  fovereign,  inc'enfed  at  being  ftripped  of  the 
territories  configned  to  her  for  her  dowry,  entered  into  treaty 
with  the  monarch  of  Bohemia^  and  refigned  to  him  her  rights, 
on  condition  that  he  would  ailift  her  in  gratifying  her  re- 
venge, and   punifhing  the  perfidious  ungrateful  Premijlaus* 
This  ofFer  was  readily  accepted ;  and  accordingly  that  fove- 
reign marched  with  a  powerful  army  into  Poland^  reduced 
Cracow^  and  depofed  the  Polijh  prince,  feizing  upon  all  his 
dominions,  whence  he  is  ranked  by  fome  writers  among  the 
A.  D.    kings  of  Poland.    It  is  faid  however  of  this  prince,  that  he 
1296.     was  better  acquainted  with  the  means  of  acquiring  than  of 
retaining  conquefts.      He  fufFered  himfelf  to  be    furprifed 
and  defeated  by  Uladljlaiis  LoSficus^  who  foon  recovered  all 
the  places  which  had  been  taken,  and  drove  the  Bohemians 
out  of  the  kingdom  *.    It  is  now  impofSble,   at  this  diflancc 
of  time,  to  reconcile  accounts  fo  oppofite ;  we  mufl  there- 
fore content  ourfelves  with  relating  the  vario'us  opinions,  fub- 
niitting  it  to  the  choice  of  our  readers  to  which  they  think 
proper  to  give  their  aflent. 

*  GuAGN.  torn.  1.  p.  99.  Flor.  Polon.  lib.  vii.  cap.  xv. 
pag.  113.  Mat.  de  Michov.  apud  Piftor.  torn.  ii.  Hb.iv.  caprfl 
Hartn.  lib.  i.  cap.  ii.     Herburt  dc  Fullliny  lib.  ix. 
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VLADISLAVS  III.  furmmed  LOCTICUS. 

Nor  are  the  relations  of  authors  more  confiftent  with  re-  Uladiflaui 
fpefttothe  fucceffion;  fome  affirm,  t\i?X  JJladiJlaus  Lo5iicu$  III. 
feized  the  throne,  and  governed  the  kingdom  for  the  fpace 
of  five  years,  at  firfl  with  great  ability  and  applaufe^  but 
towards  the  end  of  his  reign,  with  fo  much  tyranny  and 
profligacy,  that  he  was  depofed  by  the  unanimous  voice  of 
the  people.  Others  are  equally  pofitive,  that  Premijlaus^  fon 
to  the  late  monarch,  was  vefted  with  the  regal  dignity,  out 
of  regard  to  his  merit,  and  certain  confiderable  fervices  which 
be  performed.  It  is  probable  indeed  that  both  thefe  princes 
reigned ;  though  it  will  be  difficult  to  afcertain  who  was  the 
immediate  fuccelTor  of  Premijlaus  II.  Both  were  folemnly 
crowned  at  Gnefna  by  the  primate  of  that  name.  Premijlaus 
was  afiaffinated  juft  as  his  people  had  begun  to  tafte  the  fruits 
of  hisi  prudent  adminiftration ;  and  Uladijlam  was  depofed  for 
hisvice^,  after  he  had  exhibited  proofs  of  courage  in  repref- 
fiog  the  infolence  of  the  SiUfiam^  and  of  ability,  by  other  ads 
of  government. 

WINCESLAVS.  -^^  1^' 

1300. 
As  foon  as  the  throne  was  vacant,  it  was  oiiered,  by  the  Wince* 
unanimous  voice  of  the  people,  to  Wincejlam  king  of  Bo-  flaos  king 
hernia^  who  likewife  claimed  it  by  right,  in  confequence  of  c/Bqhe* 
the  reiignation  made  in   his  favour  by  Griphina^  widow  of  mia. 
Lechus  we  Blacks     He  had  likewife  married  Rixa^  the  daugh- 
ter of  Premijlausy  and   thereby  ftrengthed  his   right  and  in- 
tcreft.     His    reign  commenced  with  a  cruel  perfecution  of 
LoHicus  and  his.adherents^  who  were  forced  to  quit  the  king- 
dt)m  :    he  then   introduced  the  Bohemians  into  Polandy  and 
conferred  upon  them  the  principal  offices  in  the  kingdom. 
After  he  had  firmly  eftablifhed  himfelf  upon  the  throne,  as 
be  imagined,  and  garrifoned  all  the  forces  wixh  the  troops  of 
Bohemia^  he  vifited  bis  native  country,  and  thereljy  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  revolution  which    immediately  followed. 
The  Bohemian  governors  ufed   their   power  with  infolence, 
and  grievoufly  oppreffed  the  people  with  heavy^  taxes,  impofed 
without  the  authority  of  thie  fovereign  or  the  ftates.     Via- 
diflau'i  Lo^icus  refolved  to  profit  by  the  general  difcontent 
that  appeared  among  all  degrees  of  men.     He  returned  to 
Poland,  and  made  profeffion  of  an  intire  reformation  of  man- 
ners.    The  troops  he  had  brought  from  Hungary  were  foon 
increafed  to  2^  confiderable  army    by  the  crovvds  of  Poles  who 
took  refuge  with  him,  to  fkreen  themfelves  from  the  tyranny 
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of  the  Bohemians.  He  had  the  good  fortune  to  reduce  fede- 
ral towns,  and  was  rapidly  purftiing^his  conqaefts  whenr  the 
death  of  Wincejlaus  paved  the  way  to  his  rcftoration,  as  there 
was  no  other  competitor  able  to  difpute  his  claim  with  fuch 
numerous  forces.  Accordingly  the  ftates  aflembled,  and  una- 
nimoufly  elciSled  Vkdijlaus^  tho*  they  confiderably  retrenched 
his  authority,  and  deferred  his  coronation  until  he  had  given 
proofs  of  a  fincere  reformation  of  manners  \ 

U  L   A   D    I  S    L   U  S     rejlored: 

Uladiflaus  VLADISLAVS  was  no  Iboner  reftored  to  the  fovere%ii 
rtftored.  authority  than  he  entered  upon  a  war  with  the  Tetitonk 
^'  ^'  knights,  who  had  ufurped  the  greater  peat  of  Pomerania^  dur* 
'^^5-  ixig  the  late  difturbances  in  Poland.  They  had  been  fettled 
in  the  territory  of  Culmj  as  we  have  leen»  by  Comrade  dtikt 
of  Mazovia\  and  they  foon  extended  their  doiBiinion)  not 
only^  over  Prujftay  but  Ponurania^  and  fomc  of  the  neigh* 
bouring  countries  likewife.  In  the  year  13 lO,  they  laid  fieg^ 
to  Dant^ick^  and  gained  pofleffion  of  the  city  by  means  of  a  fe- 
cret  correfpondence  with  the  corrupt  magiftraqy.  Here  a  great 
number  of  Pomeranian  gentlemen  were  maflacred  in  cold 
blood,  which  fo  terrified  all  the  other  towns  of  the  province, 
that  they  fubmitied  without  making  the  Icaft  refiftancc.  To 
colour  their  ambition  with  the  varniih  of  juftice,  they  pur* 
-  chafed  the  rights  of  the  marquis  of  Brande^urgy  who  in  fad 
bad  no  legitimate  claim  to  an  inch  of  property  in  this 
country,  and  then  fet  at  defiance  the  thunders  of  ^e  vatif- 
can,  and  the  menaces  of  the  PoUfi)  monarch.  Divers  con- 
ferences vft^z  held  in  order  to  an  accommodation ;  but  u 
the  knights  xefufed  to  yield  any  of  their  conquefis,  IJladiJlaui 
bad  recourfe  firil  to  the  fee  of  Rome^  and  then  to  ai;rns,  ror 
folving  to  compel  them  by  ecckfiafiical  coifures  and  fecular 
force  to  make  refiitution.  As  foon  as  the  knights  were  ex- 
communicated by  the  pope,  the  king  marched  with  a  niii- 
merous  army  into  Brandenburg^  and  laid  wafte  the  marquis's 
dominions,  becaufe  he  pretended  to  fell  a  country  to  which 
^  he  had  no  right,  and  to  fupport  with  his  forces  the  ufurpatioa 

M^Teu-  ^^  *^  Teutonic  order.  Next  he  laid  wafte  the  territory  of 
tonic  or-  ^"''"  ^^^^  ^^^  *"^  fword,  and  being  oppofed  by  the  joiat 
^^^  forces  of  the  marquis,  the  knights,  and  the  duke  of  A^azih- 

viay  obtained  a  complete  vidlory,  after  a  bloody  conflid,  in 
which  he  eminently  difplayed  his  conduct  and  courage.  With- 
out purfuing  the  blow  he  returned  to  Poland^  recruited  his  ar- 

«  Vid,  Auft.  cita^  ibid. 
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sif,  and  being  reinforced  by  a  body  of  auxiliari^  from  Huiu 
garj  and  Lithuania^  penetrated  a  fecond  time  into  Prujfia  < 
and  Pomeranioj  difperfed  the  enemy's  forces,  and  ravaged 
without  oppofttion  all  the  dominions  of  the  Teutonic  order. 
Had  he  improved  his  advantage^  he  might  either  have  ex* 
terminated  the  knights,  or  reduced  them  fo  low,  that  they 
could  never  more  have  been  in  a  condition  to  injure  Poland; 
but  he  was  foothed  by  their  fupplications,  and  cajoled  by 
promifesj  which  they  made  with  no  other  view  than  to  extri- 
cate themfelves  from  their  prefent  perplexity.  He  fuiFered 
a  treaty  to  be  concluded,  under  the  mediation  of  the  kings 
of  Hungary  and  Bohemia^  to  the  former  of  whom  he  had 
^ven  his  daughter  in  marriage,  and  was  in  a  few  months 
convinced  of  the  perfidiogs  defigns  of  the  knights.  They 
had  not  only  refufed  to  make  the  reftitution  of  Pomeranian  fti- 
pulated  in  the  treaty,  but  Endeavoured  to  extend  their  ufurpa- 
tions,*  for  which  pufpofe  they  had  aflembled  a  very  confider- 
able  army*  Enraged  at  their  treachery  and  bpld  ambition, 
Uladiflaus  a  third  time  took  the  field,  and  gave  battle  with 
fuch  extraordinary  fuccefs,  that  four  thoufand  knights  were 
left  dead  upon  the  fpot,  arid  about  thirty  thoufand  auxiliaries^ 
if  we  may  credit  the  Poli/h  writers,  either  killed  or  taken  pri- 
foners.  TJIadiJlaus  had  difplayed  all  the  qualities  of  a  great 
general  in  this  adion  :  he  animated  his  troops  equally  by  his 
difcourfe  and  exaoniple ;  and  exhibited  ftriking*  proofs  of  his 
gteerofity  after  vi£tory  had,  declared  in  his  favour.  Among 
die  enemy's  wounded  was  one  Florianus  Szari,  a  knight  of 
the  Teutonic  order,  who,  with  his  belly  ripped  open,  and  his 
bowels  hanging  down,  accofted  the  king  with  thefe  words : 
^  See  the^fituation  of  the  poor  man  who  is  hedged  round  with 
"  bad  neighbours."  UladiJIauSj  ftfuck  with  the  expreffion^ 
told  him  his  valour  merited  a  better  neighbourhood,  and  ac- 
cordingly fent  furgeons  to  attend  him ;  and  as  foon  as  he 
was  cured,  appointed  him  lands,  where  he^  fpent  the  remain- 
der of  his  days  in  tranquillity.  Nor  was  the  king's  mode- 
ration inferior  to  his  valour  and  humanity  :  though  he  now 
had  it  in  his  power  to  annihilate  the , whole  order  of  knights, 
he  fatisfied  himfelf  with  obtaining  the  territories  which  had 
oecafioned  the  war,  and  fecuring  the  tranquillity  of  his  do- 
minions by  a  long  truce. 

He  next  turned  his  attention  to  the  pacific  arts;  but  he 
.  fiefl  reiblv^d  to  give  luflre  to  his  government,  by  having  his 
coronation  performed  with  the  utmofl  magnificence;  to 
which  the  P(?&j  could  now  have  no  obje<aiori,  as  the  king 
had  approved  hinifelf  worthy  of  their  eleftioni  For  the 
fpace  of  fifteen  years  he  had  reigned  with  equal  prudence 
and  fuccels ;    and  this  was  the  lead  favour  he  could  expe£^ 
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,  from  the  gratitude  of  bis  fubjefts.    They  confented  with  one 

voice  to  his  requeft ;  but  Uladijlaus  entertaining  fome  doubts 
^bout  the  propriety  of  afluming  the  regal  dignity,  without  the 
confent  of  the  holy  fee/detached  an  ambafly  to  Rome  to  requefr 
the  pontiff  to  confirm  his  own  and  his  queen's  coronation. 
As  the  requeft  was  accompanied  with  a  liberal  donation,  it 
was  imtpediately  granted,  and  accordingly  the  ceremony  was  , 
performed  in  the  cathedral  of  Cracow^  by  the  bifhop  of 
Gnefna.  Not  long  after  this  ceremony  he  was  feized  with  ;i 
chronic  diforder,  that  terminated  with  his  hfe.  When  he 
perceived  his  difTolution  near,  he  fent  for  the  principal  no- 
bility and  officers  of  the  crown  to  bis  apartment,  and  recom- 
mended  his  fdn  Cajimir  fo  flrongly,  that  they  all  promifed 
their  utrpofl  influence  to  have  him  appointed  his  fucceflbr; 
^fter  which  he  addrefTed  himfelf  to  the  young  prince,  pointed 
9ut  to  him  the  errors  in  his  own  condud,  advifed  him  tofludy  ; 
gaining  the  afFedions  of  his  fubjefls,  and  never  to  put  any  con-  ' 
hdence  in  the  promife  of  the  Teutonic  knights,  who  had  fo  of- 
ten-trifled with  their  oaths,  and  impofed  upon  hia  creduliqr. 
He  then  expired  with  the  reputation  of  at  prince  who  had  ac- 
quired confummate  prudence  by  experience,  9nd  learnt  wifdom 
from  advcrfityS 

CAS  I  MIR   m.  furmmed  the  GREAT. 

Cafixnir         The  condufl  of  the  Teutonic  knights  proved  how  falutary 
lil.  was  the  advice  of  the  fage  Uladijlaus,    They  accepted  the 

late  truce  only  to  draw  breath  and  recruit  their  forces,  and 
now  inflead  of  making  reftitution,  employed  their  utmofl  di- 
ligence to  repair  their  lofTes.  It  was  necefTary  however  to 
z8t  with  caution  ;  Cajimir  was  powerful,  and  could  with  one 
blow  crufh  all  their  forces  :  they  therefore  determined  to 
accomplifh  their  defigns  by  intrigue,  and  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  fucceed  :  they  fubmitted  their  differences  with  the 
crown  of  Poland  to  the  decifion  of  the  kings  of  Hungary  and 
Bohemia  \  and  thus,  by  making  the  firft  overtures  of  chufing 
thofe  princes  for  umpires,  gained  them  actually  to  be  par- 
ties. Conferences  were  appointed,  Pomerania  was  adjudged 
to  the  knights,  provided  they  would  reftore  Culm,  and  Caftmr 
reduced  to  the  neceifity  of  abiding  by  the  decifion  of  the 
kings,  or  of  declaring  war  againfl  the  Tieutonic  order,  aififled 
by  the  kingdoms  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  The  Poles  how- 
ever appeared  more  fpirited  on  this  occaiion  than  their  mo- 
narch.    Caftmir  undertook  to  get  the  treaty  ratified  by  the 

«  Herburt  de  Fulftin,  pag.  153.     Fr.oR.  Polom  lib.  11.  caj. 
xviii.    Mat.  deMi^hov.  life,  iy.  cap.  xiii.  xjv.  xy.  xvi.  tpm.ii, 
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diet;  but  th(  fiates  unanimoufly  denied  their  aiTenf,  and 
even  infifted  upon  the  king's  complaining  to  the  fee  of  Rome^ 
of  the  turbulence,  the  perfidy,  ambition,  and  reftlefs  difpo- 
fition  of  the  knights,  who  were  perpetually  lighting  up  the 
torch  of  fedition  in  the  northern  kingdoms.  Caftmir  rejoiced 
at  the  courage  of  his  people,  and  was  glad  to  find  the  diet 
had  difavowed  meafures  which  hlmfelf  could  not  approve, 
and  that  were  the  refult  of  neceffity.  He  took  his  meatures 
fo  well  with  the  pontiflF,  that  a  legate  came  to  Poland^  exa- 
mined the  point  in  difpute,  and  condemned  the  knights  to 
make  immediate  reftitution,  under  the  penalty  of  the  fe- 
vcreft  fpiritual  punifhments  \  a  fentence  to  which  they  paid 
very  little  regard,  as  it  was  not  enforced  by  fecular  power. 
His  Palijh  majefty  had  thoughts  of  entering  upon  a  war,  to 
iatisfy  the  inclinations  of  hi^  fubje£ls ;  but  fenfible  of  the 
power  of  the  knights,  and  of  the  ftrength  of  the  alliances 
Aey  had  formed,  he  at  length  refolved  to  wait  a  more  fea- 
fonable  opportMuity,  a^d  facisfy  himfelf  with'  the  reftitution 
of  Culm  and  Cujavia. 

CASIMIR  had  befides  another  motive  fDr  this  feemingly 
tame  condud  :  he  had  projeded  the  conqvieft  ofRuffia^  at  lead 
of  ithat  great  province  of  the  prefent  Polijh  dominions  called 
RuJIia  Nigra.  The  divifions  in  that  country,  on  account  of 
religion,  offered  a  fair  opportunity ;  and  he  thought  that  this 
conqueft  might  be  more  advantageous  to  Poland  than  the 
reduflion  ofPomerania^  without  the  danger  which  would  at- 
tend any  attempts  upon  the  latter.  He  immediately  formed  a  ^^^y^j^^f 
flying  camp,  with  which  he  entered  the  province  and  laid  R„{f,a, 
fiege  to  Leopold^  before  the  inhabitants  were  apprifed  of  his  Nigra, 
intention.  The  place  was  deftifute  of  provifions,  and  every 
other  neceffary  for  withftanding  an  enemy ;  the  garrifon 
therefore  capitulated  upon  Cafmir*^  promife  of  aHowing  entire 
liberty  of  confcience,  and  took  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
crown  of  Poland,  Leaving  a  garrifon  in  Leopold^  he  bent 
his  operations  againft.  the  neighbouring  cities,  and  foon  made 
himfelf  abfolutc  mafter  of  Volhinia,  Returning  to  Poland 
with  an  immenfe  treafure,  he  levied  a  greater  army,  and 
again  penetrated  Rujfia  to  complete -the  conqueft  of  that 
country,  and  was  fo  fuccefsful  as  to  fubdue  the  whole  pro- 
vince in  the  courfe  of  one  campaign.  Next  he  turned  his 
arms  againft  'Mazovia^  and  with  the  utmoft  rapidity  over-ran 
the  dutchy,  and  annexed  it  as  a  province  to  his  crown  ;  af- 
ter which  he  applied  his  attention  to  domeftic  affairs,  reviv- 
ing the  force  of  the  antient  laws,  framing  new  ones,  and 
digefting  the  whole  in  a  written  regular  code,  which  had 
never  before  been  feen  in  Poland,  Hitherto  the  Poles  were 
mur^ly  ignorant  of  fcriptural  laws,  all  caufes  being  decided 
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by  cudom,  tradition,  and  the  pleafure  of  the  judge*:    Thi. 
ufua)  regulation  obferved  in  dcterrnining  private  differences  wa« 
,  exceedingly  ridiculous.    An  oath  was  wrote  down  upon  pa^ 
per,  and  delivered  to  one  of  the  parties,  who  was  defired  tp 
pronounce  it.    If  in  courfe  of  reading  he  helitated  or  bliuiT 
dered,  he  was  immediately  condemtied  as  guilty,  merely  per- 
haps becaufe  he  happened  not  to  be  a  fcholar,  though  biy 
adverfary  had  indeed  but  little  caufe  to  triumph,  both  partiei 
being  obliged  to  pay  large  fines  to  the  judges.  The  palatines, 
llaroftas,  and  nobility  fat  as  judges,  and  took  this  method  of 
enriching  themfelves,  under  pretence  of  preventing  litigatioD. 
C^^ir  refolved  to  reform  thefe  abufes  :   he  ftated  the  fees 
of  the  judge,  who  was  to  decide  by  written  laws,  which  be 
adopted  from  the  Teutonic  order,  and  ordered  that  the  whole 
cofts  fliould  fall  upon  him  whofe    obftinacy,   injuftice»  or 
defire  of  tyrannizing  over  his  fellow  fubje£i  had  given  occa- 
fion  for  the  law-fuit.    The  written  code  he  p^efented  ti>  a 
general  diet,  where  it  was  examined,  approved,  and  enlarged. 
Qafimtr  then  ordered  it  to  be  publifhed  ;  and  th^  people  foon 
reaped  the  fruits  of  his  wifdom  and  care  for  their  welfare. 
He  raifed  Leopold  to  the  dignity  of  an  archbifliopric,  erected 
(everal  fortreffes,  ftrengthened  his  frontier,  inclofed  the  chief 
cities  of  his  dominions  with  ftrong  walls,  and  governed  wiA 
fuch  ability,  integrity,   and  vigilance,  as  could  not  fail  of 
gaining  the  afFe£tions  of  his  fubjeSs.    He  was  the  moft  im- 
partial judge,    the  moft  rigid  obferver  of  juftice,    and  the 
•  moft  diftinguiflied  example  of  fubmiflion   to  the  l^ws  that 
J^urope  affords  among  perfons  vefted  with  the  regal  dignity, 
who  ufually  meafure  equity  by  power,  and  think  th^m/elvcif 
equally  the  fovercigns  of  the  law  and  of  the  people.     ThQ 
peafants  were  relieved  from  the  oppreflion  of  the  nobility, 
and  yet  compenfation  was  n^ade  to  the  latter  by  the  me^n^ 
which  Cafinir  took  to  promote  induftry,    and  encreafe  the 
general  wealth  of  the  kingdom.    In  a  word,  Cajimir^s  cha- 
rafter  was  unfullied  by  a  fingle  vice,  except  incontinence, 
*  which  however  he  confined  within  the  bounds  of  policy,  if 

not  of  ftrifl:  morals.  The  clergy  themfelves  confefe,  that 
in  Cafvnir  unchaftity  was  a  venial  vice,  which  he  more  than 
compenfated  by  the  great  number  of  his  virtues,  particularly 
his  liberality  to  their  order,  for  whofe  ufe  he  founded  feveral 
monafteries,  and  one  univerfity.  It  is  certainly  however  a 
reproach  to  his  memory,,  that  he  divorced  his  queen  only  to 
raffe  to  his  bed  an  intriguing  artful  concubine,  who  wa^ 
fo  perfeSly  miftrefs  of  his  pafEons,  that  fhe  prevailed  on 
the  king  to  marry  her  privately.  In  every  other  inftance  he 
^ppio'/cd  hrmfelf  a  wife,  valiant,  and  virtuous  monarch. 
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LEWIS. 

CAS  I  MIR  had  been  careful  to  continue  the  laft  drop  of  Lewis 
riie  Wood  Qi  Piaftus  in  the  fucceffion;    with   which  view  >f/»g;^ 
fjiwis  IsATig  jof  Hungary^  his  nephew  by  his  fifter,  was  de-  Hungary, 
dared  prince  of  Poland  by  the  diet.    In  the  life-time  of  the    A^D.  * 
late  king  he  had  fwore  to  obferve  the  pa^a  conventa^  and     137<5-, 
now  afcehded  the  throne  without  ob(lru(Sion,  being  folemnly 
(croWned  at  Cracow  on  the  feventeenth  day  of  November.   The 
Poles  were  not  happy  in  this  deflion,  as  they  could  not  but 
confider  Lewis  as  a:  foreign  prince,  who  would  give  the  pre- 
ference to  his  native  tountry  and  hereditary  dominions,  en-f 
riching  them  perhaps  at  the  expence  of  a  kingdom  which  he 
could  not  regard  as  his  own  property.    In  the  paffa  con- 
venta  they  had  inferted  a  variety  of  articles  to  reftridi  ^is  au-* 
thority,  which  had  never  hefore  been  fiipulated  with  their  n^o^ 
narchs  of  the  houfe  of  Piaftus.    This  occafioned  a  coldn^fs 
between  the  long  and  his  people,  as  it  intimated  a  fufpiciQii 
of  his  condu<^  ;    and  iAdeed  he  too  foon  afforded  caufe  is^t 
their  jealoufy.    He  had  fcarce  received  the  homage  of  his 
Bew  fubjefls  before  he  retired  into  Hungary^  carrying  with 
him  the  crown,  fceptre,  globe,  and  fword  of  ftate,  to  pre- 
vent the  Poles  from  elefting  another  prince  during  his  ab* 
fence ;    and  he  left  the  reins  of  government  in  the  hands  o^ 
the  queen  his  mother,    The  choice  of  a  regeiit  would  have 
been  agreeable  to  the  people,  had  Elizabeth's  capacity  heer^  - 
fufficicnt  for  the  important  charge.     She  was  a  Pole  by  birth, 
'  and  Mer  to  their  late  darling  monarch;    but  the  diflurbed 
cirtumftances  of  the  ftate  required  the  exertion  of  maijy  ta- 
lents, and  the  queen  poffeffed  thofe  only  of  a  weak  wonjan^ 
Poland  was  over-run  with  bold  robbers  and  gangs  of  vil- 
lains, who  plundered  towns  arid  dcfolated  whole  countries  3   , 
they  were  headed  by  a  Brandenburg  partifan,  and  fpread  ter- 
ror throw  the  kingdom  with  impunity.   The  Lithuanians  too 
had  made  inroads  into  Poland^  and  marked  their  way  with 
blood  and  flaughter.  They  reduced  JVlodomirow^  2.  city  which 
Qafimir  had  fortified  merely  as  a  check  on  their  ferocixy ;   but 
it  was  novy  left  urigarrifoned^  whereby  it  fell  an  cafy  prey, 
was  facked)  9nd  deflroyed.    They  next  penetrated  into  the 
palatinate  of  Sandomir ;    and  to  encreafe  the  public  calamity, 
the  whole  province  of  Ruffia-Nigra  revolted.    Ttie  kingdom 
itfelf  was  filled  with  difTention  ;  the  Poles  could  not  patiently 
endure  to  fee  their  garrifons  in   the  hands  of  Hungarians  i 
and  they  fent  the  king  word,  that  they  thought  he  was  fiif.. 
licieqtly  h9n9ur6d  in  t^ing  himfelf  dedled  tothe  rtgal  di^,.- 

flity. 
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nity,  without  fufFering  the  kSngdom  to  be  governed  by  a 
woman  and  his  Hungarian  fubjeds.  So  bold  a  meflage  was 
regarded  as  the  fignal  for  adipn  :  Lewis  raifed  a  numerous 
army,  and  marched  for  Poland^  with  a  full  refolutioA  to 
break  the  high  fpirit  of  his  new  fubje£te.  His  firft  operations 
however  were  dire£led  againft  the  RuJ/ians,  whom  he  defeated, 
obliging  them  again  to  receive  the  yoke  of  fervitude.  He 
then  turned  his  arms  againft  the  Lithuanians^  whom  he  drove 
out  of  the  kingdom ;  and  had  he  ftopped  there,  and  ^with- 
drawn, the  Hungarian  garrifons,  he  mig^C  cafily  have  reco- 
vered the  afFedions  of  his  Polijh  fubje£ts«  Inftead  however 
of  a  meafure  which  common  underftanding  dictated,  he 
ftrengthened  the  fetters  of  the  Poki^  by  encrealing  the  fo- 
reign troops,  and  raifing.  Hungarians  to  all  the  chief  digiu* 
ties.  'His  credit  and  authority  even  extended  fo  far  as  to 
caufe  a  (uccefibr  to  be  nominated,  who  was  difagreeable  to 
the  whole  nation,  and  this  by  a  ftep  the  moft  unprecedented, 
and  contrary  to  the  conftitution  of  the  Polijh  government. 
He  affembled  a  diet  of  the  ftates  of  Poland  at  Zwolen  in  Hun-^ 
gary^  and  prevailed  on  the  principal  nobility,  whom  he  won 
by  prefents,  or  intimidated  by  menaces,  to  fwear  allegiance 
to  Sigifmund  marquis  of  Brandenburg  5  and  to  give  weight  to 
.  their  eleSion,  he  fent  that  pripce  with  a  body  of  Hungarian 
forces  into  Poland^  and  obliged  him  to  fix  his  court  at  Gnefna^ 
where  he  refided  when  Lewis,  very  happily  for  the  kingdom, 
breathed  his  laft,  after  an  ill  conduced  reign  of  twelve 
years*  (A). 

All  the  endeavours  of  Lewis  to  confirm  Sigifmund  in 
the  fucceflion  were  fruftrated  by  his  own  mifmanagemest, 
and  the  rivetted  averfion  of  the  nation  to  a  foreign  prince, 
fet  over  them  by  fraud,  corruption,  and  force.  His  eledtion 
was  not  only  irregular ;  but  the  imperious  manner  in  which 
he  behaved  would  have  provoked  the  people  to  fet  afide  the 

*  Mat.  de  Michov.  lib.  iv.  cap,  xxviii.  xxix.  xxx.  xxxi. 
Kadevicus,  lib.  i.  cap.  iii. 

(A)  It  is  reported 'of  L^w//,  entertained  of  his  government ; 

that  Dotwithllanding  his  admi-  for  which  purpofe   he  u(ed  to 

niitration  relative  to  Polandwas  difgoife  himfelf,  and  enquire  of 

impolitic,  he. was  neither  dcfti-  the   peafarits   how    they   liked 

tpte  of  underftanding,  nor  of  va-  their  king,  carefully  redrefling 

luable  qualities.       He  always  all  the  grievances  of  which  they 

exprefled  an  extreme  arxiety  to  complained  (i). 
know  what  opinion  his  fubjefts 

fl)  Fhr.  Pchn,  lih»  ii.  ca^,  xx.     Herburt  de  Fulfth,  ft'i,  xi.  ^,  1S9,  ifefr, 
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jnoft  legitimate  claim ;  they  therefore  refufed  to  proceed  to 
the  ceremony  of  coronation,  and  the  diet  came  to  a  refolu- 
tion  of  offering  the  crown  to  Hedwiga^  daughter  to  the  late 
monarch. 

H   E    D    W   I   G    A. 

I  '  The  only  conditions  proppfed  to  this  young  princefe  werc^  Hedwiga, 
that  flie  fliould  marry  with  the  approbation  of  her  fubjc^ts,  daughter 
and  exprefly  ftipulate  that  her  hufband  (houldrefide  conftantly/*  Lewis, 
in  Poland,  The  propofal  was  accepted,  and  Hedwiga^  at  ^^  9^^^ 
tended  by  cardinal  Demetrius  bilhop  of  Strigonia^  fet  out  for^/^P^l*^^* 
Poland^  where  fhe  was  received  amidft  the  joyful  acclama- 
tions of  the  people,  and  crowned  with  the  utmoft  fplen- 
dor  and  magnificence  at  Cr^^wt;.  She  was  fcarce  feated  on 
the  throne  before  feveral  neighbouring  princes  paid  their  ad- 
dreffes ;  the  firft  who  courted  her  affection  was  Ziemovitus 
duke  of  A&zww,  who  was  rejeded  :  ntxi  TVilUam  of  Ju' 
Jiria  made  proposals,  and  came  to  the  court  of  Poland  to 
give  weight  to  his  addrefs.  Hedwiga  was  won  by  the  come- 
linefs  of  his  perfon,  his  magnificence,  and  plaufible  man- 
ner J  but  the  diet  pofitively  refufed  all  conne<SHon  with  a 
prince,  whofe  power  might  one  day  enable  him  to  render 
Poland  a  province  dependent  on  Aujiria,  At  laft  Jag^lloduke 
of  Great  Lithuania  demanded  the  queen  in  marriage,  by  a 
magnificent  ambafly.  His  terms  were  fo  advkntageous  to 
Polandy  and  the  alliance  in  every  refpe^l  fo  honourable,  that 
there  was  no  poffibility  of  raifing  objections.  He  confented 
to  embrace  Ciiriilianity,  and  to  oblige  all  his  fubje£is  to  be 
baptized  :  he  propofed  uniting  Lithuania  to  Poland  infepara- 
bly,  and  to  incorporate  them  into  one  folid  government,  un- 
der the  fame  fovereign  authority ;  and  he  promifed  to  re« 
conquer  Pomerania^  and  all  the  provinces  belonging .  to  P«- 
landi  which  had  been  ufurped  by  the  knights  of  the  Teutonic 
order,  By  fuch  magnificent  propofals  Jagello  eafily  triumphed 
over  all  his  adverfaries;  the  queen  regarded  them  as  tefls  of 
his  afiFedion,  and  the  people  confidered  tHem  as  extremely 
advantageous  to  the  kingdom,  as  the  union  of  Lithuania  not 
only  augmented  the  power  of  the  commonwealth,  but  cut  oflf 
all  caufe  of  thofe  cruel  wars,  which  of  late  years  were  con- 
tinually difturbing  the  repofe  both  of  Poland  znA  Lithuania^ 

SriLif  however  the  queen  entertained  a  fecret  paffion  for 
William  df  Aujlria.  She  had  endeavoured  to  mould  her  af- 
feflipns  to  the  inclination  and  good  of  her  people  j  but  when 
the  treaty  of  marriage  with  Jagelk  was  on  the  point  of  being 
concluded,  her  refokition  failed,  and  {he  could  not  help  con- 
iidering  herfelf  a$  tb^  facfifice  made  to  a  barbarian  and  infi- 
^  dQl, 
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lid,  to  promote  the  haj^inefi  of  her  fubjefis*    Filled  willl 
thefe  fentiments,  ihe  nowr  determined  at  all  hazards  to  en- 
courage the  addreis  of  fP7lliam ;    for  which  purpofe  ihe  en- 
tered upon  a  clandeftine  intercourfe  with  him,  whereby  he 
was  invited  to  enter  the  kingdom  with  a  body  of  forces  to 
(upport  her  defigns.    She  even  had  a  private  ihterview  with 
this  prince,  which  being  difcovered,  the  nobility  in  arms  fur- 
rounded  the  palace,  obliged  William  to  retire,  and  kept  their 
fovereign  a  fort  of  prifoner  until  the  arrival  of  JagellOf  who 
advanced  with  a  numerous  army,  attended  by  his  two  bro- 
thers.    On  his  arrival  at  court,  the  queen  rdfufed  to  admit 
him  to  her  prefencej    but  being  at  length  prevailed  on  b^ 
the  prayers  of  the  nobility,  the  handfome  perfon,  the  viva- 
city, and  youth  of  the  Lithuanian  duke,  foon  baniflied  froai 
her  mind  the  ides^  of  William^  and  her  heart  correfponded 
She  mar-    with  her  duty.    The  nuptials  were  celebrated  with  the  utmgft 
ries  Ja-      magnificence  j  yagello  was  baptized  by  the  name  of  Vladijlaus^ 
gcllo  duke  and  the  dutchy  ol Lithuania  infeparably  annexed  to  the  crown 
^Lithua-  Qi  Poland,  but  not  as  a  dependent  province  **. 
jlia,  and ' 

tbereh  **  ^^'  ^^^^'     ^^'■-  ^^  Michov.  lib.  iv.  cap.  ;cxxvii.    Fi^oHf 

unites  tbat'^oi^^^  1.  ill.  cap.  ii, 
dutchy 

n^ththe  SECT.       IV. 

Containing  the  Hijlory  of  the  third  Clafs  of  Polifli  Mo- 
narchsj  or  the  Race  of  Jagello,  extin^  in  the  Per^ 
fon  of  Sigifmund  II.  1574. 

VLADISLAVS     IV.« 
Uladiflaus  JN  confequence  of  the  marriage  of  queen  Hedwiga  with  Ja-^' 
J  V.  gillo  duke  of  Lithuania,  thekingcom  of  Poland  W2is  augmenC- 

A.  D.  cd  not  only  by  the  unioa  of  that  dutchy,  but  by  the  vaft  pro- 
I38S.  vinces  of  Samogitia  arid  RuJJia^Nigra,  the  latter  of  which  had, 
coft  fo  much  blood  and  treafure  to  the  republic.  Thefe  provinces 
paid  homage  to  the  dukes  of  Lithuania  j  and  though  they 
were  governed  by  their  own  princes,  yet  the  fovereignty  of 
the  dutchy,  and  now  of  the  united  crowns  of  Poland  and 
Lithtianiay  w^  acknowledged.  So  formidable  an  union  ex- 
cited the  jealoufy  of  the  Teutonic  knights,  who^were  fenfibl« 
th2it  Jagelloy  now  Vladijhus,  was  obliged  by  the  articles  of 
the  alliance  to  undertake  the  reduction  of  Pomerania,  and  re- 
venge all  the  indignities  whicb  Poland  had  for  a  number  of 
years  fuftained  from  their  order.    From  his  firft  acccfHon 

«  This  prince  Uy  by  a  general  miftake,  called  Vladijlam  V. 

they 
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&ej  confidered  this  monarch  as  their  declared  enemy,  and 
exerted  their  utmoft  ability  to  fruftratc  his  defign«,  by  carry- 
ing fire  ar^  fword  into  his  country,  and  ftirritsg  up  a  revo- 
lution in  Lithuania^  in  favour  of  bis  brother  Andrew^  Th^ 
fituation  of  the  dutchy  afforded  a  profpe£t  of  fuccefs.  Al- 
jkioft  all  the  nobility  refented  the  late  alliance,  particularly, 
the  conftant  refidence  of  the  prince  in  Poland^  which  was 
fiipulated  in  the  treaty  of  union.  This  they  imagined  v^ould 
not  only  drain  the  country  of  money>  but  in  time  render 
Uthuania  a  mere  dependent  province.  Befides,  ^agello  bad 
promifed  to  tStdi  a  revolution  in  religion,  and  this  meafure 
could  not  fail  of  meeting  with  oppofition,  and  giving  birth 
to  civil  commotions.  Though  the  order  of  Teutonic  knighta 
was  firft  inftituted  to  oppofe  infidelity,  and  defend  the  Chrif- 
tian  faith,  they  now  refolved  to  follow  the  diflatea  of  po- 
licy, and  flrenuoufly  oppofe  the  progrefs  of -the  Chriflian  doc- 
trines in  Lithuania^  with  a  view  to  flir  up  the  people  againfl 
their  fovereign.  Two  armies  marched  with  great  expedi- 
tbn  towards  the  frontiers  of  the  dutchy,  which  they  fud- 
denly  penetrated,  laying  wafte  the  country,  and  feizing  upon 
fome  important  fortrefTes,  before  the  king  of  Poland  had  any 
fufpicion  of  their  defign.  As  foon  as  he  received  advice  of 
the  ravages  committing  m  Lithuania^  the  king  raifed  forces 
with  the  utmoft  celerity,  which  he  entrufted  to  the  condu<^ 
of  his  brother  Skirgello^  who  attacked  the  knights  with  fuch 
impetuofity,  as  ibon  obliged  them  to  evacuate  their  conquefts. 
Mean  time  Uladijlaus  cnarclied  in  perfon  at  the  head  of  an 
army  into  the  Higher'  Poland^  a  country  rent  with  civil  diyi- 
(ions,  and  fubje<S[ed  to  a  variety  of  petty  tyrants,  who  op- 
prelFed  the  people,  and  governed  with  intolerable  defpotifm  ** 
The  palatine  of  Pofnia  in  particular  Jiad  feized  the  oppor- 
tunity of  the  weaknefs  of  the  late  government  to  throw  6fF 
his  allegiance.  Uladijlaus  marched  againft  him,  gave  him 
battle,  obtained  a  complete  vidory,  reduced  the  whole  coun- 
try to  obedience,  and  puniihed  the  fomenters  of  the  rebellion 
in  an  exemplary  manner.  "^ 

Having  fecured  the  tranquillity  of  P<?/tf»//,  hevifitedZi- 
thuania,  attended  by  a  great  nunober  of  the  clergy,  in  order 
to  effefl  the  converfion  of  his  fubjeds,  who  had  hitherto 
been  immerfed  in  the  grofTeil  idolatry.  Like  fome  eailern 
nations  the  inhabitants  of  Lithuania  worfhipped  fire,  which 
W9S  attended  by  pricfls,  whofe  office  it  was  to  keep  the  fa- 
crcd  lamps  continually  burning,  under  the  penalty  of  lofmg 
.their  lives  for  the  firfl  pegle<^.     Over  this  body  of  prieft^ 

\.  '         *  HiRBURT  de  Fulitin,  lib.  xiv. 
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prcfided  a  high-prieft  called  Ziutz,  and  a  chief  temple  Wat 
erected  at  Filna^  the  capital  of  the  dutchy,  where  the  whole 
nation  flocked  in  the  utmofl  terror  if  the  fun  happened  to  be 
obfcured  for  fome  days  by  clouds,  to  appeafe  that  deity  by 
human  facrificcs.  If  that  luminary  chanced  to  be  eclipfed, 
it  encreafed  the  public  confiernation,  the  people  were  quite 
frantic,  rivers  of  human  blood  flowed,  all  the  unhappy  cap- 
tives were  immolated  without  mercy  at  the  fhrines  of  igno- 
rance and  fuperflition,  and  cruelty  was  added  to  the  moft  ab- 
furd  religious  tenets.  Trees,  ferpents,  and  .vipers,  were  like- 
wife  the  objefis  of  their  adoration.  In  gloomy  forefts,  and 
under  lofty  umbelliferous  trees,  they  paid  their  devotions, 
while  the  reptile  creation  were  cheriflied  in  every  family  as 
Civil  iii"  the  houfhold  gods.  Vladijlam  took  the  moft  eiredaal  me- 
wijionsin  thod  of  removing  the  errors  of.  this  infatuated  people:  he 
Lithuania,  crudjej  tljgjrferp^ts  under  foot,  cut  down  their  forefts,  ex- 
tinguiftied  their  facred  fires,  demoliflied  their  temples,  and 
by  this  means  demonftrated  to  the  Lithuanians  the  impotence 
of  their  gods.  At  firft  the  people  expefled  to  fee  the  Po- 
landers  blafted  with  lightning,  and  puniflied  with  the  fignal 
vengeance  of  heaven ;  but  perceiving  that  they  met  with 
no  injury,  they  were  convinced  thofe  gods  were  deftitute 
of  power.  It  was  then  they  embraced  Chriftianity,  fufFered 
themfelves  to  be  baptized,  and  defired  they  might  be  in- 
ftrufted  in  all  the  peculiar  doftrines  of  Chrift^  Accordingly 
a  great  number  of  the  clergy  were  left  in  Lithuania^  an 
archbifhopric  was  erefted  at  VilnOj  and  UladiJlauSj  imagining 
he  had  fufficientjy  laid  the  foundation  of  the  converfion  of 
the  people,  returned  to  Pokndy  conftituting  his  brother  Skir- 
gello  viceroy  of  the  dutchy.  This  was  a  meafure  upon  which 
the  king  had  not  duly  deliberated  :  he  liiuft  have  been  too  well 
acquainted  with  the  chara£ter  of  his  brother  to  believe,  that  he 
could  poflibly  be  entruftcd  with  power  without  abufing  it.  Skif" 
gello  was  fierce,  haughty,  cruel,  and  debauched  :  his  great 
ambition  was  to  become  dreadful ;  and  this  addition  of 
power  rendered  him  altogether  untra£lable.  With  him  the 
king  fcnt  his  coufin  Fitowda,  a  prince  amiable,  brave,  and 
generous  in  his  difpofition,  to  be  a  check  on  his  condu6t  ; 
but  Skirgello's  barbarity,  and  unfpeakabic  ferocity,  obliged  the 
young  prince  to  withdraw  among  the  Teutonic  knights,  the 
ufual  refuge  of  the  oppreflTed  and  difcontented.  He  had  too 
much  honour  however  to  aflift  the  knights  in  their  defigns 
againft  his  country,  and  therefore  applied  to  the  king  for  pro- 
tedion  ;  but  finding  that  prince  unmindful  of  his  promifes, 
he  adlually  embarked  in  the  fclleme  formed  by  the  knights  to 
invade  Lithuania.     This  country  he  entered  at  the  head  of  a 

numerous 
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iramiefoas  army ;  and  after  fpreading  defolation  and  terror 
o^er  tbe  face  of  the  dutchy,  feized  Upon  the  capital,  burnt 
it  to  the  ground,  and  deftroyed  fourteen  thoufand  perfons  of 
both  fexes  in  the  flames,  befides  great  numbers  who  were 
maflacred  endeavouring  to  efcape.  Such  was  the  fate  of  the 
lower  city,  while  the  PoUsy  who  garrifqned  the  upper  city, 
were  animated  by  defpair  to  the  moft  vigorous  defence.  The 
flight  walls  of  the  city  were  foon  ruined ;  but  new  works 
were  fpeedily  ereSed  by  the  brave  garrifon,  by  which  means 
Ac  enemy  were  diverted  fo  long,  that  Skirgello  had  time  ta 
affemble  an  army,  with  which  he  fo  harrafled  the  befiegers, 
that  they  were  forced  to  relinquifli  the  enterprize,  after  they 
had  laid  the  adjacent  country  in  afhes  ^. 

YITOWDA  was  now  too  deeply  engaged  in  open  rebel- 
lion to  retra<9: ;  he  therefore  recruited  his  forces,  and  next 
year  laid  liege  a  fecond  time  to  the  Upper  Vtlna,  which  was 
ttill  defended  by  the  fame  brave  garrifon  that  had  before 
foiled  all  his  attempts.  Their  obftinacy  now  likewife  obliged 
him  to  rafe  the  fiege ;  but  he  got  pofieiSon  of  fome  other 
cities,  and  aimed  dire£tly  at  the  fovereignty  of  Lithuania^ 
independent  of  Ukdijlaus  and  the  crown  of  Poland^  depend- 
ing upon  tbe  general  difcontent  which  his  brother's  cruelty 
had  fiirred  up.  As  foon  however  as  an  opportunity  offered 
he  came  to  an  accommodation  with  the  king,  and  had,  the 
government  of  Lithuania  in  reward  of  his  moderation,  by 
which  Uladijhus  difobliged  his  brothers  Skirgello  and  Swidri' 
gella.  During  the  firft  years  of  his  govcrnrhent,  Vitowda 
gave  the  moft  diligent  application  to  domeftic  affairs,  and 
repairing  the  calamities  occafioned  by  the  late  civil  diilen-  W'ar  ivit^ 
tions;  but  his  impetuous  courage  at  laft  ftimulated  him  to^^^'^*'^" 
enter  upon  a  war  with  the  great  Tamerlane^  the  conqueror  ^*'^** 
of  the  celebrated  Bajazet ;  a  prince  who  had  fpread  the  ter- 
ror of  his  name  over  all  Afia.  For  fome  time  before  Fitotvda 
had  'been  at  war  with  the  neighbouring  Tartars^  and  was 
^nftantly  viflorious,  extending  his  conquefts  to  the  banks  of 
the  Don  and  the  Yoiga,  He  had  tranfplanted  whole  hords  of 
that  barbarous  people  into  Poland  and  Lithuania^  where  to 
this  day  they  form  a  kind  of  feparate  colony,  diflindt  in  ^rms, 
manners,  and  drefs  from  the  natives ;  but  he  had  not  expe- 
rienced the  ftrength  of  the  great  body  of  the  nation,  com- 
manded by  the  emperor  in  perfon.  Uladijlaus  difTuaded  him 
from  fo  romantic  and  ufelefs  an  enterprize ;  but  the  courage 
of  Fiiowda  was  only  to  be  cooled  by  fatal  experience:  he 
encountered  the  Tartars  with  a  fine  army  of  Poles^  Lithua* 

^  Mat.  de  Michov.  torn.  ii.  apud  PiUor,  pag.  188. 
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HiaHs^  and  PruJ/iansj  fought  for  a  whole  day  with  the  ntiiioft 
magnanimity,  but  was  at  laft  furroondcd  by  fuperior  aumben) 
and  forced  to  break  his  way  through  with  prodigiotts  flivgh- 
ter.  The  Tariariaih  aroiy,  commanded  by  Edigaj  the  Itea- 
tenant  of  Tamerlane^  is  (aid  to  have  exceeded  four  hundred 
thoufand  men,  to  whom  Vitowia  Joppofed  nQ  mere  than  fortjr 
thoufand,  and  at  laft  came  oiF  without  an  intire  defeat,  after 
he  had  killed  a  number  of  the  enemy  equal  to  hii  own  com- 
plete army  ^. 

During  the  abfenceof  Viio^da  the  knights  had  pene- 
trated  into  Lithuania j  and  committed  the  mm  bafbarous  ra- 
vages. On  his  return  he  attacked  and  defeated  them,  mak- 
ing an  irruption' imp  £/vWtf 5  to  punifli  the  inh^itants  of 
*.  .  that  country  for  the  affiftance  they  had  lent  the  Teutonic  order. 
This  was  fucceeded  by  a  feries  of  wars  between  Poland  and' 
PruJJia^  in  which  L/ifa^^ai  found  h  neeeffary  to  takel  theiicld 
in  perfon.  By  war,  treaty,  and  intcigne,  the  knights  bad 
ftripped  Poland  of  a  variety  of  provinces,  and  got  poileffion 
of  Samogitia^  MazoVia^  Silejia^  Culm^  and  all  Pomerania. 
It  was  very  uncertain  where  their  ambition  would  terminate ; 
^the  king  therefore  came  to  a  resolution  of  punifiung  tbeir' 
perfidy  before  they  grew  too  powerful.  With  this  view  be 
alfembled  an  army,  compofed  of  PoUsy  Lithuanifins^  Vruf- 
Jians^  Moravians^  and  Bohemians^  with  which  he  penetiatra 
into  Pra^^?,  took  feveral  towns,  and  was  advancing  to  3&' 
riemberg^  the  capital  of  Pomerafiia,  when  he  was  met  by  the  ar- 
my of  the  Pruffian  knights,  who  determined  to  hazard  a  batde< 
l^he  king  was  at  mafs  when  advice  was  brought  that  the  enemy 
were  in  fight ;  but  be  neither  quitted  his  devotions,  nor 
feemed  the  leaft  agitated.  It  wasfome  time  before  he  gave 
orders  for  the  difpofition  of  the  troops  ;  and  this  delay  was 
conftrued  into  fear  by  the  grand-mafter  of  the  Teutonic  or- 
der, who  by  way  of  challenge  fent  two  drawn  fwords  into 
the  Polijh  camp.  As  foon  as  prays  were  over  Uladtfiaui  dre<r 
out  his  troops,  and  began  the  attack  with  his  right  wing,  on 
which  ftood  the  Lithuanians^  who  in  defpite  of  all  the  en- 
deavours of  the  gallaqt  Vitowda^  m^de  but  feeble  efforts,  and 
at  laft  had  recourfe  to  an  ignominious  flight.  Their  mif- 
conduS  proved  contagious,  the  Moravians  and  Bohemians 
on  the  left  wing  followed  their  example^  and  retreated,  wttb- 
oot  aiming  a  blow,  into  a  neighbouring  foreft,  leaving  the 
Poles  to  fuftain  fmgly  the  whole  weight  of  the  Teutonic  army. 
It  was  in  the  centre,  where  the  Jcirtg  con^manded  in  perfon, 
that   the  battle  raged  with    fury  :    the  moft  def^erate  at- 

«  Ftoa.  Poloo.  lib.  ill.  cap.  al, 
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teitipfs  were  made  to  Teize  upon  the  great  ftahdard  of  Poland  i 
It  was  oilce  hurled  to  the  ground,  and  recovered  by  the  king, 
who  immediately  planted  it  among  the  thickeft  fquadrons  of 
the  enemy,  as  a  ftgnal  to  his  troops  to  follow  him,  which 
they  readily  obeyed.  His  courage  indeed  hurried  him  on 
too  faft  for  the  Poles  to  follow,  as  they  were  obliged  to  fight  ' 

their  way  through  crowds  of  the  enemy ;  and  he  faw  him« 
felf  expofed  to  a  thoufand  dangers  in  the  midft  of  a  German 
fquadron.  His  life  he  owed  to  the  attachment  of  his  fecre- 
tary,  who  flung  himfelf  in  the  way  of  a  blow  levelled  at  the 
king,  and  received  it  upon  his  (hield.  After  a  defperate  en« 
gagement  thp  Poles  forced  their  way  through  to  their  fove- 
reign,  hewed  down  the  enemy  in  heaps,  beat  to  the  ground  the 
ftandard  of  Su  George^  broke  the  courage  of  the  knights,  and 
obliged  viSory  to  declare  herfelf,  after  fhe  had  hovered  for  the 
fpace  of  fix  hours  in  fufpence.  The  flaughter  was  dreadful,  near  ^^  defe^^ 
forty  thoufand  of  the  enemy  are  fa  id  t;o  have  perifhed  in  the  ^^^/c"- 
fieldwith  their  general,  and  above  thirty  thoufand  to  have^°°^^^* 
been  made  prifoners ;  but  the  confequences  of  fo  fignal  an  ^* 
overthrow  were  lefs  fatal  to  xhtPruJJum  knights  than  was  ex- 
peded  * ;  the  king  neglected  to  improve  his  advantage,  and 
in  fa6i:  reaped  little  more  than  glory  from  the  moft  diftin- 
guiOied  vi£);ory  obtained  by  thtPoleSy  as  it  flowed  intirely 
from  the  valour  of  a  handful  of  men,  in  proportion  to  the 
enemy's  forces.  Had  Uladijlaus  proceeded  to  the  capital, 
Mariemburg  niuft  have  fallen  without  ftriking  a  blow,  as  the 
*  garrifon  was  draughted  to  augment  the  Pruffian  army,  and 
the  inhabitants  were  overwhelmed  in  the  general  conflernation 
fpread  by  the  defeat.  The  fmalleft  detachment  might  have 
gained  pofleflion  of  'the  mofl:  important  city  in  Pomeranian 
where  immenfe  treafures  and  magazines  were  lodged ;  but 
VladiJIausy  defirous  of  refrefhing  his  troops,  loft  the  oppor- 
tunity, and  aflForded  the  enemy  leifure  to  collefl:  their  fcar- 
tered  forces,  and  throw  themfelves  into  Mariemburg^  where 
they  made  an  obftinate  refiftance,  and  at  laft  obtained  a 
peace  more  favourable  than  could  be  expefted,  after  their 
late  diftrefled  circumftances. 

Some  infra<aion  of  the  treaty  occafioned  the  recom- 
mencement of  hoftilities;  according  to  fome  writers,  the 
knights  only  fued  for  peace,  but  could  obtain  no  equitable 
conditions  from  Uladijlaus^  who  was  too  much  elated  with 
viflory  to  liften  to  the  fuggeftions  of  prudence.  He  refufed 
to  accept  Pomerania  and  the  territory  of  Culm  as  the  price 

'  Mat.  de  Michov.  lib.iv.  cap,  xlvi,  FLoa«Polon.  l.b^  iii; 
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of  pacification ;  s^nd  his  inflexibility  fcrved  only  to  drive  the  ene- 
my to  defpair,  and  to  the  fpirited  resolution  of  burying  themfelves 
in  tiie  aihes  of  their  capital :  the  fiege  was  renewed,  and  both 
fides  acied  with  the  utnioft  vigour.  One  of  the  knights,  whcKle 
name  wzsPlawen^  was  eleded  grand- mafter,  on  account  of  the 
gallantry  he  had  difplayed  on  divers  oecafions,  and  he  now 
approved  himfelf  worthy  of  the  honour  conferred  by  a  feries 
of  the  moil  glorious  adions,  in  which  he  difplayed  all  the 
qualities  of  a  hero  and  fiatefmaif.  The  meafures  he  had 
taken  fpun  out  the  fiege  to  fo  great  a  length,  that  the  P^ 
lijh  army  was  reduced  confiderably  by  difeafe  and  the  fword. 
His  perpetual  failles  on  the  quarter  pofleiTed  by  the  Lithua* 
nians  quite  exhaufied  the  patience  of  that  people,  and  de- 
termined them  to  relinquilh  the  enterprize,  in  defpite  of  all 
the  remonflrances  made  by  the  king  and  the  brave  FitowJa. 
Their  example  was  followed  by  the  dukes  of  Mazovia ;  and 
an  irruption  of  |he  Hungarians  into  Poland^  2X  laft  determined 
the  king  himfelf  to  break  up  a  fiege  which  had  coft  the  lives 
of  a  third  of  his  army,  deflroyed  all  difcipHne,  and  weak- 
ened his  authority.  It  was  Plawen  who  had  excited  the 
Hungarians  to  this  unprovoked  attack  :  he  h^  like  wife  pre- 
vailed on  the  grand-mailer  q{  Livonia  to  take  part  in  his 
quarrel;  and  that  prince  was  on  his  march  with  a  prodi* 
gious  army,  when  he  was  furprifed  and  defeated  by  a  Pplijh  ge- 
neral, who  had  afiembled  all  the  neighbouring  garrifons  on  ob« 
ferving  the  enemy's  fecurity.  This  was  another  terrible  wound, 
to  which  |he  abilities  of  Plawen  only  were  capable  of  applying 
adequate  remedies.  Plunged  into  the  deeped  diflrefs,  his 
prefence-  of  mind  and  courage  never  forfook  him  :  he  was 
now  deilitute  of  troops  -,  but  be  fupplied  that  deficiency  by  a 
fecret  negotiation  he  fet  on  foot  with  Fitowda^  by  which  he 
ftaggered  the  integrity  of  that  gallant  prince.  Every  objeft 
that  could  daz^sle  his  underilanding,  roufe  his  ambition,  and 
efface  all  memory  of  his  duty  and  obligation  to  his  fovereign, 
was  prefented  to  his  eyes.  Vitowda  yielded  to  the  promife 
made  of  er^fting  Lithuania  and  Samogitia  into  ian  indepen- 
dent monarchy.  Several  lords  about  the  perfon  of  Uladtjlaus 
were  corrupted,  and  the  knights  firft  obtained  a  truce,  aiul 
afterwards  an  advantageous  peace,  at  the  very  jun£lure  they 
expeded  to  be  wholly  exterminated.  Such  was  the  iffue  of  a 
war,  in  which  the  political  errofs  committed  by  the  Pc/jj/ft 
monarch  defiroyed  the  fruits  of  all  his  glorious  exploits  in 
the  capacity  of  a  general.  His  condu£l  however  on  this 
occafion  was  the  orily  blunder  of  his  whole  reign;  allthe 
reft  was  fage,  politic,  and  refolute  :  his  penetration  difco* 
vered  all  the  intrigues  of  the  emperor  Sigtfmund^  the  %utO' 
3  nie 
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jirr  kn^btSy  and  the  ^unbidous  Vitowda^  todiftarb  the  peace 
otPfilandt  znd  to  cred  Lithuania  into  a  Sovereignty;    and 
\m  fxrudent  and  fpirited  meafuies  difconcerted  all  their  de-  '     ' 
£gns.    Havii^  eftabUfiied  the  repofe  of  his  kingdom,  {^.  His  death 
daed  all  his  enemieS)  and  filled  the  meafure  of  bis  reputa-  ^^^  ^^T 
tiaii>  TJIadiJlaus  paid  the  )aft  duty  to  nature  in  a  very  ad-  ^^^^ 
vanced  age^  after  a  profpevous  and  glorious  retgn  of  forty- 
eight  years^*    His  remains  were  depofited  with  great  foiem- 
aity  in  the  catfiedral  at  Cracow,  amidft  the  groans  and  tears 
«f  Us  aiFedionate  fiibje£te,  whp  equally  admired  the  qualities 
if  his  head,  and  loved  the  virtues  of  his  heart.      ^ 

U  L  A  D  I  S  L  A  US     VI. 

At  the  death  cfjagelh^   baptized  Uladiflaus,   hi4  oldeft    A.  D. 
fcn  Uladijhus  was  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  age ;    however,-  he     H3^ 
was  raifed  to  the  regal  dignity  by  the  inflirence  of  the  bifhop  Uladiflaus 
tUCractAJO^  Mrho  eloquently  i-cprefented  to  the  diet  the  ad  van-  *^^' 
tages  which  would  refult  from  maintaining  the  race  of  Ja^ 
puo  in  the  fucceffion,  and  thereby  incorporating  Lithuania 
Vnth  Poland.    The  oppofition  however  was  violfint ;  and  even 

.  iftcr  the  eleSion  of  the  young  prince  was  admitted,  warm 
difputes  ardfe  about  the  manner  of  his  taking*  the  oath  ufually 

;  ildminiftered  at  the  coronation.  .  At  length  this  drfficulty 
Itkewife  was  furiHounted,  his  mother  and  feveral  of  the  no- 
Klity  and  clergy  becoming  his  fponfors  that  he  would  accept 
ct|e  oath  as  foon  as  he  fhould  attain  to  the  age  of  maturity. 
VladiJlaUs  had  fcarce  afcended  the  throne  of  his  father  when 
the  repofe  of  Poland  was  difturbed  by  an  irruption  of  the 
'  Tartars  in  Podolia,  where  they  laid  wafte  the  country  with 
the  ttoft  barbarous  ferocity.  A  Polijh  army,  conducted  by 
the  palatini  Succarius,  was  fent  to  oppofe  them;    the  ge- 

,  Ueral  venturtd,  with  greatly  Inferior  forces,    to  give  bat- 
tle :   he  was  defeated  with  the  loCs  of  half  his  army;  and 
Hit  Tartan  fufFered  to  retire,  loaded  with  plunder,  to  thetr 
own  country.     A  fi^w  years  after,  the  difturb^nees  in  Hun- 
g^rj^  and  the  ambition  of  ^wi^a/A  emperor  of  the  T^irks^  in- 
vtUtd  Poland  in  a  war  with  that  powerful  monarch,  and 
(AAigtAJJladiJlaus  to  command  his  army  in   perfun,  before  / 
the conftitution  allowed  him  to  take  the  management  of  the 
rcifis  of  civil  government.     The  young  prince  was  fo  earneft ' 
to  fignalize  his  courage  againft  the  infidels,  that  the  regency    , 
yielded  to  his  ardor,  and  made  all  the  neceflary  preparations 
iOr  his  opening  the  campaign  with  fuccefs.   ^The  Hunga^  ( 

^  Id.  ibid,  etiam  Herb,  de  Falftin,  lib.  xiii,  p.  2dS. 
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rians  indeed,  threatened  with  an  invafion  from  the  Turist 
implored  the  affiftance  oi' Poland^  to  break  a  ftotni,  whicfa» 
after  deftroying  i/»ff^<7ry,  might  fall  upon  the  neighbouring 
kingdoms,  and  the  regency  thought  that  policy  required  they 
fliould  exert  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  guard  againft  the 
calamity.  Before  all  things  were  prepared  for  the  young 
king  to  take  the  field,  a  ftrong  body  of  auxiliaries  was  de- 
tached to  ferve  under  the  famous  Jdifrn  Hurmiadesy  vaivode 
of  Tranfyhaniay  and  likewife  to  fupport  the  eIe£lion  of  Uk" 
dijlausy  who  was  invited  to  accept  the  crown  of  Hungary  hj 
the  ftates,  in  oppofition  to  the  party  of  the  empreis  EU%abetb. 
This  detachment  of  P^&r,  under  the  conduft  of  the  brave 
vaivode,  performed  prodigies  of  valour,  furprifing  the  Turkifb 
army  near  the  river  Morava^  and  defeating  Amurathyi'\^  the 
lofs  of  thirty  thoufand  men  killed  and  taken  prifonets ;  , af- 
ter which  Hunniades  retook  all  the  towns  conquered  by  the 
TCurh  \nRaJcia.  This  viflory  proved  fo  decifivc,  that  the  proud 
Amurath  was  forced  to  fue  for  peace,  and  IJladiJlam  ^^2^  raifed 
without  oppofition  to  the  crown  df  Hungary ^  in  reward  of 
the  fervices  performed  by  his  troops.  A  treaty  was- concluded, 
whereby  the  Turh  promifed  to  relinquifh  their  defigns  upon 
Hungary^  to  acknowledge  the  king's  right  to  that  crown, 
and  to  yield  up  all  their  conquefts  in  Rafcia  SitidServia,  It 
was  fealed  by  mutual  oaths,  and  Uladijlaus  would  probably 
have  rigidly  performed  his  engagements,  but  for  the  perfua- 
iions  of  the  pope's  legate,  who  infifted  that  now  was  the  op- 
portunity of  humbling  the  Othoman  power,  and  produced  a 
fpecial  commiilion  from  the  pontiff  to  abfolve  him  from  the 
oath  he  had  taken  at  the  figning  of  the  late  treaty.  The 
artful  infinuations  of  the  legate,  the  difpenfing  power  of  the 
holy  fee,  and  the  eager  defire  of  fignalizing  his  zeal  and  va- 
lour, eafily  won  the  confent  of  a  young  monarch  flufhed  with 
his  late  fuccefs,  and  ardent  to  emulate  the  glory  of  the  brave 
vaivode.  ,  Without  further  refledion,  Ulaaijlaus  renounced 
the  treaty  with  Amurath^  and  marched  at  the  head  of  his  ar^ 
my  into  Bulgaria.  After  taking  fome  fortreffes  in  his  way, 
he  penetrated  into  Thrace^  with  intention  of  advancing  to 
Adrianopliy  and  feizing  the  perfon  and  the  vaft  treafures  of 
the  fultan. 

The  fuddennefe  of  the  irruption,  the  rapidity  of  the  Po- 
UJh  monarch's  progrefs,  and  his  perfidy,  aftoniflied  Amurath^ 
but  did  not  deprive  him  either  of  courage  or  condufl.  With 
the  utmoft  celerity  he  aflembled  a  powerful  army,  and  marched 
in  queft  of  the  Cbriftians,  whom  he  found  encamped  near 
Varna^  a  city  of  Moldavia.  Here  he  attacked  Ula£Jlau$ 
with  irrefiftible  fiiry,  after  having  appealed  to  God  as  a  wit- 
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nefi  of  the  treachery  of  the  Chriftian  pionarch.    XJladiJlam 
liiftained  the  (hock  of  the  Turkljb  army  with  undaunted  refo-  ^ 

lution,  and  maintained  the  battle  for  feveral  hours,  until  his 
wings  gav,e  way,  and  the  center  was  intirely  furrounded  by  the 
enemy.  Even  then  he  refufed  quarter,  and  determined  rather 
to  perilh  than  return  home  with  a  charafter  fullied  by  perfidy 
and  a  defeat.  All  his  efforts  to  break  through  the  Turkijh  Uladiflaus 
fquadrpns  were  fruitlefs,  and  he  fell  with  his  fword  in  his  defeated 
hand,  after  exhibiting  proofs  of  courage  and  military  ^i\\^nd  kilkd, 
much  fuperior  to  his  years.  By  his  fide  perifhed  the  cardinal  ^'  ^* 
legate,  with  about  ten  thoufand  PoUi^  who  covered  with  their  '445' 
bodies  the  fame  ground  on  which  they  were  firft  drawn  up. 
In  this  manner  Uladiflaus  fell,  after  he  had  reigned  ten  years 
in  Poland  J  four  in  Hungary  ^  and  had  juft  attained  to  the 
years  of  maturity.  Some  writers  alledge,  and  with  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  as  we  think  render  their  account  probable,  that 
VlaSJkus  had,  before  this  event,  obtained  in  perfon  a  com- 
plete victory  over  the  infidels,  purfuing  them  to  the  very 
frontiers  of  the  Morea^  and  there  defeating  CaramheiuSy  ge- 
neral of  the  Afiatic  forces,  whom  h€  drove  into  the  moun- 
tains and  inaccefBble  places.  He  had  difplayed  great  gal- 
lantry in  this  a£lion,  and  received  a  ^ound,  which  however: 
did  not  check  his  ardor.  On  this  occafion  it  was,  that  he 
was  honoured  with  a  complimentary  ambaffy  from  the  pope, 
the  Greek  emperor  Paleologus^  and  feveral  Chriflian  princes, 
who,  by  flattering  his  vanity,  impelled  him  to  the  expedition 
into  Bulgaria^  which  proved  fo  fatal  to  himfelf  and  to  hia 
whole  army  *. 

C    A    S    I   M   I   R      III. 

DuRiNQ  the  late  reign  the  great  dutchy  of  Lithuania  was  Calimir 
governed  by  Cafimir^  the  fecond  fon  oijagello^  who  held  it  as  m. 
a  fief  of  the  crown,  thpugh  the  deputies  of  both  nations  com- 
pofed  one  joint  diet.  Now  that  prince  was  elevatcdi  to  the 
throne  of  his  brother,  immediately  after  the  unforturiate  bat- 
tle oiVarna^  the  nobility  in  a  manner  compelling  Him  to 
accept  the  regal  dignity.  The  firft  operations  of  this  reign 
were  direSed  againft  BogdaUy  the  pretended  vaivode  ofMol- 
davioy  who  ufurped  that  province  from  the  vaivode  Alexan- 
(/^r,  a  feudatory  to  the  crown  of  P^^r«rf.  An  army  was  fent 
to  this  country,  which,  after  confiderable  danfi;ers  and  lofles,  i 

obliged  Bogdan  tp  fue  for  peace.     The  repofe  of  the  coun- 

i       -  ^ 

*  Mat.  de  Michov.  1.  iv.  cap.  liv.  Iv.  Ivi.  IviJ.  pag.  207  & 
feq.  FLOR.Polon.  lib.  xxxii.  pag«  I7S»  Herburt  de  Fulilin, 
Ixiv.  pag.  17  a. 
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try  was  immediately  after  cftaWifticd  by  the  aHaflinatien  ©f 
the  ufurper ;  a  perfidious  ad,  in  which  fome  of  the  Pi»lijb 
nobility  are  fufpcfted  to  have  had  a  (bare. 

Nor  Vfdis  Poland \e{s  fucccfsful  in  another  quarter,  where  all 
her  vidorles  had  hitherto  produced  no  folid  advantage.     She 
had  frequently  vantjuiflicd  the  Teutonic  knights  in  the  field; 
but  neglcdingto  follow  the  blow,  they  had  alwayi  recovered 
.    their  loilcs,  and  extended  their  dominion  equally  by  force  and 
Wfiornvtw  policy.     Now  an  event  occurred  which  was  likely  to  prove 
the  itM'    jp^Q^^  ferviceablc  to  Ptf&«^  than  all  the  glorious  viflories  ob- 
tonic  oTr    j^i^^gj  jjy  j^gj.  nrjonarchs  over  the  ambitious  order*     The  ty- 
ranny of  the  knights  had  rendered  their  government  alto- 
gether infupportable  to  the  Pr»^^2«j,  who  were  opprcflcd  by 
the  moft .grievous  exaftions,  and,  on  deficiency  of  payment, 
treated  with  unfpeakable  barbarity.     They  had  long  born  the 
galling  yoke  without  murmuring;    but  as  the  inhumanity  of 
their  mafters  encreafed  with  their  mifery,  they  refolved  upon 
a  vigorous  efFort  for  the  recovery  of  their  liberty.     All  Pruf" 
fta^   and  great  part  of  Pomerania^   took  arms ;    and  amidft 
the  conftci  nation  of  fo  univerfal  a  revolt,  the  knights  could 
only  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  Marumhurg  and  Schut.     Di- 
vers other  cities,  Dantzick^  Thorti^  Elbing^  Culm^  and  Golkh^ 
implored  the  proteflion  of  P(9//7;7^,  and  defired  they  might  be 
admitted  into  a  partnership  in  the  re|)ublic,  upon  the  fame 
conditions  granted  to  Lithuania,     Cqfimir  received  their  de- 
puties favourably,  promifed  his  proteftion,  but  referred  thcnv 
to  a  diet  with  refpedl  to  the  union  propofed,    created  four 
'      .    palatines  for  Thorn^  E^^ing^  Dantzick^    and  Krdwhgrod^  rc- 
1  pealed   the  exorbitant  taxes,  and  aflpmbled  an  army -to  fup- 

port  thefe  alterations,  and  enable  the  Prujfiam  to  withftind 
the  efforts  of  the  Teutonic  order.  As  foon  as  Cajimir  entered 
the  country  'the  inhabitants  flocked  to  his  camp,  to  take 
the  oaths  of  allegiance,  and  obtained  a  variety  of  privileges 
in  return  for  the  zeal  they  exprcffed.  The  Dantziekers  in 
particular  were  endowed  with  a  number  of  valuable  com- 
mercial immunities ;  and  they  acknowledged  Cajimir's  good- 
nefs,  by  obliging  themfelves  to  maintain  his  majefty  and  the 
court  at  their  own  expence,  whenever  he  Ihould  think  fit 
to  honour  the  city  with  a  vifit.  Immediately  after  the  Pruf* 
Jian  arnty,  aiSfted  by  a  few  of  the  king's  forces,  went  ^nd 
laid  clofe  fiege  to  Mariemburg^  in  which  they  were  foon  dif- 
turbed  by  the  approach  of  the  Teutonic  army.  The  knights 
had  aflembled  powerful  forces  in  Bobemia^  Aujlria^  and  fe- 
veral  principalities  of  the  empire,  with  which  they  deter- 
mined to  give  battle  to  Cajimir^  who  with  his  army  covered 
llje  fiege  of  Mariemburg.    Their  attack  on  the  Polijh  camp 

W*i 


The  Hipry  ^/Poland.  ^^9 

was  Impetuous,  and  it  prpyed  fortunate  :  the  P<ik$  wcr,e  put  Cafimir 
inconfulion)  and  the  king  was  conilrained  to  have  recourfe  to  ^^o/^/. 
a  Oiameful  flight,  after  four  thoufand  of  his  troops  had  been 
jiain  or  taken  prifoners.  In  confequence  the  fiege  was  raifed, 
and  the  king  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  returning  to  Peland^ 
to  recruit  his  forces,  and  bring  fuch  an  army  into  the  field 
as  fhould  efFediually  revenge  the  indignity  he  had  fuftained 
in  his  firft  campaign. 

When  Cafimir  arrived  at  Cr^cow^  his  firft  meafure  was  to 
afiemble  a  diet,  to  whom  he  reprefented  the  necefSty  of  re-  x 

trenching  the  power  of  the  knights,  fupporting  the  alliance 
with  the  Prujjiansy  and  redeeming  all  the  territories  which 
hs^d  been  wrefted  of  late  years  from   the  republic.     The 
diet  eafily  pntered  into  his  fentiments,  the  whole  nation  took 
fire  at  the  di(grace  of  the  monarch,  and  refolved  upon   the 
moft  vigorous  operations  to  retrieve  his  reputation.     A  (tconi  He  con-  ^ 
expedition  was  made  jnto  Prujfta^  under  the  conduft  of  ih^quersthe 
king  in  perfon ;    the  kni^ts  were  vanquifhed  in  divers  en-  ^^^g^^h 
gagemcnts,   the  ftrongeft  fortrefles  were   reduced,   and  the  ^*^  makes 
citadel  of  Mariemburg  at  I  aft  forced  to  fur  render  at  difcre-^^^^*' 
tion,   after  a  very  obftinatjC  refinance.     The  grand-mafter 
ipade  feveral  fpirited  efforts  to  redeem  his  affairs;    but  they 
were  baffled  by  the  fuperior  power,  the  fortune,  and  the  vi- 
gilance oi  Cafimir y  who  in  the  refult  obliged  this  proud  or- 
der, which  ha4  for  fo  many  years  embroiled  the  North,  and 
kept  all  the  neighbouring    ftates  in  fubjecSlion,  to  yield  to 
the  terms  impofed  by '  their  conqueror.     A  treaty  of  peace 
was  concluded  at  Th^rn,  whereby  the  knights  Ceded  the  ter- 
ritories of  C«//w,  MichloWy  and  the  whole  dutchy  of  Pomera^ 
nia,  together  with  the  towns  of  Elbing^  Marien^hurgy  Talk- 
mithi  Schuty  and  Chrijlburgh^  to  the  crown  of  Poland,     On 
the  other  hand,  the  king  reftored  to  them  all  his  other  cpn- 
quefts  in  Prujfiay  granted  a  feat  in  the  Polijh  fenate  to  the 
grand  matter,  and  endowed  him  with  other  privileges,    on 
condition  that  fix  months  after  his  acceffion,  he  {hould  do 
homage  for  Pruffta^  and  take  an  oaih  of  fidelity  to  the  king 
and  republic.     Such  were   the  conditions  on  which  Cafimir 
terminated  a  war,  and  humbled  an  order  which  had  given 
perpetual  difturbance  to  the  northern  hemifphere,  for  near 
the  fpace  of  two  centuries.  , 

These  fuccefles  revived  the  fpirits  of  the  Polijh  nation, 
which  had  drooped  fince  the  misforrunes  of  their  late  mo* 
narch  at  Varna.  The  triumph  obtained  by  the  fultan  upon 
that  occafion  difcouraged  the  republic  from  continuing  the 
war  againft  the  infidels,  who  now  became  more  confider- 
ablc  in  Europe  by  the  redudion  of  Con/iantinopley  and  the 
'14  .        intlre 


I20  ^be  Hijt^  of  VoUnd. 

intire  overthrow  of  the  Grecian  empire.  An  opportunity 
however  offered  of  extending  the  PoHJh  dominions,  without 
coming  to  an  open  rupture  with  the  the  Porte,  The  hofpo- 
dar  of  Moldavia  folicited  the;  protedion  of  Poland  ag^nft 
'  the  infidels,  and  it  was  thought  that  this  province  would 
make  a  convlenient  barrier  on  that  fide :  the  requeft  was 
granted,  an  oath  of  fidelity  exaded  from  the  prince  and 
inhabitants,  and  a  tribute  required,  regular  payment  of  which 
was  made  for  a  great  number  of  years  afterwards. 

Another  event  no  lefs  advantageous  to  Poland  fell  out 
about  the  fanfie  time.  By  the  death  of  the  celebrated  George 
Pofdziebracki^  the  crown  of  Bohemia  became  vacant,  and  the 
people  were  extremely  defirous  of  being  governed  by  one 
of  the  princes  of  Poland^  which  induced  the  barons  to  be- 
flow  the  crown  upon  JJladiJlausj  the  eldeft  fon  of  Cajtmir^  in 
oppofition  to  the  intrigues  of  the  king  of  Hungary.  Not  fa- 
tisfied  with  this  unexpeded  acquifition,  Uladtjlaus  took  ad^" 
vantage  of  the  diffentions  in  Hungary^  and  determined  to  de- 
prive his  rival  of  that  crown,  which  he  propofed  uniting  to 
his  own.  He  marched  with  a  great  army  into  that  kingdom, 
«nd  foon  accomplifhed  his  defigns,  by  depofing  Matthias  Cer* 
vinusj  though  the  people  intended  the  crown  for  a  younger 
fon  of  the  king  of  Poland,  Thus  we  fee  the  three  crowns 
of  Polandy  Hungary ^  and  Bohemia  united  in  the  fame  family  i 
by  which  Ciaftmir's  power  was  greatly  augmented,  though 
the  felicity  of  his  people  was  by  no  means  proportioned.  So 
many  foreign  expeditions  exhaufied  the  treafury,  and  op- 
preffed  the  peafants  with  taxes.  The  gentry  were  greatly 
diminilhed  in  number)  by  fuch  a  variety  of  bloody  engage- 
ments 5  and  all  induftry  was  neglecjled  amidft  tne  din  of 
war.  It  was  impoffible  for  Cafmir  to  apply  adequate  reme- 
dies ;  time  alone  was  capable  of  eflFeSing  a  cure  ;  but  be- 
A.  Dt  fore  this  happy  period  arrived  Cajimir  paid  the  laft  tribute  to 
1^92.  nature,  more  admired  than  he  was  beloved  or  regretted. 
Math€W  of  Michovia  remarks,  that  in  this  reign  the  depu- 
ties of  the  provinces  firft  appeared  at  the  diet,  and  affumed 
to  themfelvcs  the  legiflative  power,  all  laws  before  this  pe- 
riod having  been  framed  by  the  king,  in  cotijuncjlion  with 
the  fenare  ;  and  it  is  obferved  by  Hartnoch,  that  before  Ca- 
ftmlr^s  tir?ie,  the  Latin  language'  was  underftood  only  by  the 
clergy  in  Poland^  in  proof  of  which  he  ^Hedges,  that  at  afi 
Interview  between  this  prince  and  the  king  of  Sweden  at 
J)anizick^  his  jPcli/h  majefly  was  forced  to  make  ufe  of  tb^ 
affiftanccof  a  monk  to  interpret  between  him  and  the  5w^"? 
dijh  monarch.  Coftjnir^  afhamed  of  the  ignorance  which 
himfelf  ^nd  court  had  (hewn,  pubhihed  an  edi(^  enjoining 
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the  diligent  ftudy  of  the  Latin^  a  language  in  oar  days  fpoken 
as  vernacular  bf  every  gentleman,  though  extremely  unclaf* 
fically  ■• 

J  O  H  N^A  L   B   E   R  1. 

The  day  fucceeding  the  funeral  obfequies  of'  the  late  John- Al- 
king,  the  diet  aflembled  for  the  elcSion  of  a  fucccfibr,  when^'^^^*^ 
Violent  unexpeded  difputes  arofe.  UladiflauSy  the  eldeft  fon,^'**^  v 
was  by  univerfal  confent  excluded,  becaufe  the  Poles  ima-  .  "^ 
gined  he  might  prove  partial  to  the  Bohemians  and  Hunga* 
tmsy  among  whom  he  had  lived  for  ibme  time,  and  whofe 
manners  he  had  now'adopted  ;  but  they  were  greatly  divided 
between  the  claims  of  Sigifmundy  the  fecond  fon  of  Cajtmr^  and 
die  AxxVt  of  Mazovia^  who  had  gained  over  to  his  intereft  thtif 
archbiihop  xAGnefna,  Sigifmund^  on  the  other  hand,  was  power<^ 
fully  fupported  by  the  marechal  of  the  crown,  and  bodyo^ 
the  nobility:  the  contention  ran  high,  and  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  the  good  fortune  which  attended  John- Albert^  the 
third  fon,  a  prince  who  was  fcarce  thought  of  for  the  royal 
dignity.  Each  party,  finding  it  would  be  impoffible  to  carry 
their  point,  compromifed  the  difference,  by  joining  in  the 
eledion  of  Albert^  who  was  accordingly  declared  king  of  P^- 
hnd^  and  complimiented  on  his  acceffion  by  a  fplendid  am- 
baffy  from  the  republic  of  Venicey  at  that  time  the  bulwark* 
of  Chriftendom  agatnft  the  Othoman  power,  and  the  greateft 
maritime  ftatc  in  the  univerfe.  The  real  intentipn  of  the 
aaibafly  was  to  engage  the  young  monarch  in  a  league  then 
forming  among  the  Chriftian  powers  againft  the  infidels  :  ' 
.  A^trt  however  did  not  think  it  advifcabie  to  embarrafs  the 
dawn  of  his  reign  with  fo  important  a  war,  efpecially  as  the 
fultan  had  (hewn  him  great  civilities,  and  purchafed  a  treaty 
by  magnificent  prefents.  It  would  have  been  happy  for  Po^ 
land  had  he  perfifted  in  this  refolution  ;  but  Aibert  had  am- 
bition, and  he  could  not  long  withftand  his  own  inclinations, 
the  felicitations  of  the  Chriftian  princes,  and  particularly  of 
his  brother  the  king  of  Bohemia  and  Hungary^  with  whom  he 
had  an  interview  ztLivocz  :  befides,  the  Polijh  nation  thirfted 
to  avenge  the  difgrace.  at  Varna^  tho'  prudence  had  hitherto 
with-heldall  attempts;  and  now  the  conjuncture  offered,  they 
could  no  longer  rcfift  the  temptation,  efpecially  as  the  pre- 
text was  to  afford  fuccour  to  the  oppreffed,  and  they  faw 
themfelvcs  fupported  on  the  one  hand  by  the  forces  of //««-' 
^ory  and  ffohemiay    while  on  the  other  the  Venetians  were 

•  Mathew  de  Michov.   lib.iv.  cap.  lyxvi.  Ixxvii.  Ixxviiu 
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Hiaking  a  powerful  diveriion^  and  keeping  in  fisy  the  prifl^ 
cipal  ftrength  of  the  Othoman  empire. 

MOLDAVIA  we  have  feen  became  a  provmcc  voluntarfly 
dependent  on  the  crown  of  Poland.     Stephen j  the  vaivode^ 
under  pretence  that  he  was  oppreiled   bj^  the  Turks^  craved 
the '  protediion  of  the  government,  which  ^/^/>  at  thCfin- 
treaty  of  his  brother,   determined  to  furnifli*     Acco^din^} 
the  two  kings  ailembled  an  .  army,  which  began  its  march 
towztAs  IValachiay  under  the  condu^l  oi  Albert.     ThecooH 
bined  forces  amounted  to  eighty  thoufand  fighting  merr,  aod 
were  attended  by  thirty  thoufand  waggons,  loaded  with  arms 
and  baggage,  no  thought  being  taken  of  proviGon,  which  tbo 
vaivode  had  promifed  to  fupply.    Depending  upon  his  aliyi 
the  king  penetrated  the  country,  and  foon  perceived  that  th^ 
vaivode  had   not  only  negle<3ed  the  execution  of  his  engage^ 
ments,  bat  was  in  actual  treaty  with  the  Turis^  which  b 
enraged  'bim,  that  without  farther  confideration  he  turned 
his  arms  againft  the  Walachiansy  and  determined  to  puniih 
the  perfidy  of  Stephen.     One  writer  indeed  alledges,-  that  M-^ 
iert  (ought  induftrioufly  an  opportunity  of  coming  to  a  rup- 
ture with  the  vaivode,  in  order  to  plunder  his  country,  tfao' 
this  is  highly  improbable  ^.    It  is  certain  that  the  Pales  firft 
commenced  hoftilities,  by  laying  fiege  to  the  capital  of  Mfl* 
davia.    Theinhabitants  defended,  themfelves  with  great  galr 
lantry,  and  Alherth  army  was  reduced  to  the  utmoft  neceffity 
by  the  vaivode  or  hofpodar,  who  cut  off* all  bis  provifions,  and 
Albert V^-  kept  the  Polijh  camp  under  continual  alarms.     After  fuftaiflf 
ftated  in    i^^g  the  united  eSbrs  of  the  fword,  famine,  and  difeafe,  Al* 
Walachia.^^^/  at  laft  broke  up  the  fiege,  and  was  returning  intaPolandf 
when  he  fell  into  an  ambu(h  laid  for  him  by  the  vaivode,  in* 
which,  after  a  (harp  conflict,  he  was  defeated  with  the  lofi^ 
of  fix  thoufand  men  ^.     The  abbe  d^  Fontm?ies  affirms,  that 
the  fiege  was  raifed,    in  confequence  of  a  treaty  concluded 
vnder  the  mediation  of  Ula^Jlaus  king  of  Hungary  and  Bo» 
kemia^  and  that  the  vaivode,  taking  advantage  of  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  Poles ^  treacheroufly  fell  upon  the  king,  defeated 
his  army,  and  would  have  carried  him  oS  prifoner,  had  not 
fome  of  his  troops  performed  prodigies  of  valour  in  defence 
of  their  monarch ;    but  we  do  not  find  this  account  confirmed 
,  by  the  teftimony  of  any  of  the  antient  Polijh  hiftorians  :  on 
the  contrary,  they  in  general  afcr ibe  the  defeat  to  the  fpirited 
condudl  of  the  vaivode,  and  fpeak  ambiguoufly  with  re^d 
to  the  caufeofthe  rupture,  ibme.  laying  the  ^hole  blame  on 
Albert  J  while  others  fhift  it  upon  the  vaivode.     The  abbe 
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Bkewife  rdates,  that  the  king  was  attacked  a  fecond  time  oa 
the  bwiks  of  the  Pruth'hy  Ac  IFalachians^  who  having  now 
naflielter  from  their  fordb,  were  defeated  with  great  flaugh^ 
ter,  and  fignally  punifhed  for  their  perfidy;  but  we  are  at  a 

,  loft  to  know  from  whence  he  derived  this  intelligence^  as 
ail  the  Poii^  writers  we  have  perufed  are  not  only  fiient  with 
lefped  to  this  vi^ry,  but  unanimous  in  affirming,  that  the 
}VakchianSy  having  joined  the  Turks^  made  an  irruption  into 
P9kmd  with  a  prodigious  army,  and  carried  ofF  an  hundred* 
thouiind  taptives.  They  farther  relate;  that  the  Moldavians 
and  fFalachians  returned  home  with  their  prifoners  and  booty  4 
hut  that  the  Turksy  from  motives  of  avarice,  remained  until 
diey  were  furprifed  by  the  frofts  and  fnow,  when  the  fevcrity  , 
of  the  climate,  and  exceffive  intenfenefs  of  the  cold,  defiroyed 
iri>ove  forty  thoui'and  of  their  beft  .troops.  It  was  this  irrup*-  / 
tion  which,  according  to  them,  induced  Albert  to  make  peace 

i  with  the  vaivo.de,  which  he  folicited  upon  any  terms,  and 
oonclnded  on  the  conditions  which  the  conqueror  thought 
proper '  to  impofc'*. 

ALBERT^  having  rid  his  hands  of  thofe  mod  formidable 
enemies,  made  preparations  for  invading  PruJJia^   to  oblige  ^ 

Fredtrick  duke  of  Saxony y  eleSed  grand- mafter  of  the  Teu* 
imc  order,  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  promifed  by  the; 
laft  grand-mafter  to  the  crown  of  Poland,     He  had  made 

sformidable  preparations  for  this  expedition,  and  was  advanced 
to  7W»,  i^'heh  he  was  fetzed  with  a  malady  that  proved  fa* 
tal  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  days.  The  z\ht  Fontmms  fays, 
that  he  died  of  an  apoplexy  in  the  forty- firft  year  of  his  age^ 
and  almoft  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  reign,  though  all  thq 
earlier  writers  affirm,  that  he  was  raifed  to  the  throne  in  the 
year  1493,  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  himfelf  allows  that  he  died  m  1501  ^. 

ALEXANDER. 

ALBERT  died  without  iffue,  and  left  the  crown  to  be  Alexan^ 
cootefled  by  three  princes,  who  had  nearly  equal  pretenfions.  ^f^  dededt 
Immediately  the  expedition  to  PruJJia  was  rplinquiflied,  and  p  f  ^ 
the  whole  attention  of  the  Polijh  nation  was  turned  to  the 
approaching  eleflion.     When  the  diet  met,  it  was  only  tq    . 
difpute,  and  not  to  determine :  intrigue,  corruption,  and  am- 
njofity,  fupprefled  all  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  republic, 
Kvery  member  of  the  affembly  had  only  his  own  particular 
prqudices  or  intcrefts  in  view,  which  he  endeavoured  by  every 

*  Vid;  apud  Piftor.    lib.  iv.    cap.  ii;  *FLOR.PoIon. 

,  fib.  ill.  cap.  iv.    Heaa.  de  Fulffin,  lib.  xix.    Revol.  de  Polognc, 
Bb.  IT,  ^ 
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poflible  means  to  gratify  at  the  public  expence.    The  firftof 
the  candidates  was  UladtflauSj  king  oi  Bohemia  and  Hungar^^ 
and  elder  brother  of  the  late  monarch.    This  prince  infiftd 
upon  his  birthright,  and  magnified  his  opulence,  his  power, 
,  and  the  advantages  which  Poland  muft  neceflarily deduce  from 
the  union  of  two  fo  potent  neighbouring  kingdoms.    Hislibc- 
rality  had  befides  fecured  a  ftrong  party  among  the  nobility; 
but  the  fame  reafons  that  were  urged  at  the  death  of  hb  bro- 
ther Cajtmir,  were  now  repeated  for  his  exclufion.     Sigiftmody 
Cajimir's  fecond  fon,  was  the  fecond  candidate ;  and  this  priocc 
was  fupported  by  the  affections  of  the  people:  but  motives  of 
policy  carried  the  crown  in  favour  of  his  younger  brother 
jtlexander^  great  duke  of  Lithuania,    As  the  Lithuanians  were 
lixtremely  attached  to  their  fovereign,  the  diet  apprehended 
that  fetting  afide  the  pretenfions  of  Alexander  might  diilblye 
the  union  formed  by  Jagello  between  the  two  nations ;    aiid 
for  this  reafon  alone  they  eleded  Akxander^  ip  preference  tff 
both  his  elder  brothers.    At  firft  the  archbifhop  refufed  to 
affift  at  his  coronation,  which  occafioned  confiderable  diffi- 
culties, becaufe  cuflom,  and  even  the  conflitutioni,  required 
that  this  ceremony  (bould  be  performed  by  the  primate :  Jiow- 
ever;  at  length  his  fcruples  were  overcome  with  refpcd  to  the 
king,  though  he  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  place  the 
crown  on  the  head  of  the  princefs  of  Mufcovy^^  whom  Alexm' 
der  had  married  foon  after  his  acceffion,  becaufe  that  lady  ad- 
hered to  the  dodlrines  of  the  Greek  church.     How  this  diffi- 
culty was  furmounted  we  are  not  informed  :  biilory  only  re* 
lates,  that  John  grand  duke  of  Mufcmuy  invaded  Lithuami 
without  regard  to  the  alliance  lately  contraAed  with  his  P^/^ 
majefty,  and'pofTibly  on  account  of  the  indignity  put  on  his 
daughter  by  the  archbifhop  of  Gnefna^  which  he  might  regard 
as  an  affront  from  the  whole  nation.     He  laid  flege  to  Sma- 
lenjko  ;  but  was  forced  to  relinquiih  the  enterprise,  and  coo* 
elude  a  truce  for  fix  years,   upon  the  arrival  oi  AUxanier^ 
whofe  rapid  march  and  fpiriced  conduct  diffufed  terror  through 
-  X\iQ  Ruffian  2^xmy. 

In*  confequence  of  the  fatigue  of  .this  expedition,  Alexander 
fell  into  a  chronic  diforder,  which  terminated  only  with  his 
life.  During  his  illnefs,  the  Moldavians  and  Tartars  made  an 
irruption  into  Lithtfania^  and  comn^itted  fqch  dreadful  barba- 
rities as  filled  the  king  with  horror,  and  determined  him  to 
fet  out  in  perfon  to  punifh  thofe  perfidious  violaters  of  fo- 
lemn  treaties.  He  fet  out  upon  his  march  at  the  head  of  'his 
^rmy,  carried  In  a  litter;  and,  by  the  refentment  which  he 
^xpreffed,  excited  fuch  a  fpirit  of  revenge  among  the  Poiifi 
troops  as  proved  fatal  to  their  enemies,    ^fac  two  armips  met 
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at  fomc  diftance  from  Fiinoy  and  engaged  with  great  fury. 
The  Tartars  vfere  fiiperior  ia  number ;  l^ut  <he  P^ks  ballanced 
that  advantage  by  intrepidity.  For  feveral  hours  vi^ory 
feemed  doubtful,  when  at  lad  it  declared  in  favour  of  the 
royal  army,  in  confequence  of  a  ftratagem  of  the  palatine  of 
Pofndnia.  With  three  hundred  men  he  appeared  on  an  emi- 
nence, within  view  of  the  armies ;  and  had  drawn  up  his 
troops  into  fo  extehfive  a  line,  that  the  Tartars  miftook  this 
handful  for  a  Oowerful  reinforcement  to  the  Poles^  and  were 
immediately  fcized  with  a  (lanic.  Stanijlaus  Kijka\  the  ^oHJh 
general,  improved  this  fortunate  circmnftance  to  the  beft  ad- 
vantage ;  fpread  the  report  through  his  own  ar'my  that  fuc- 
cour  was  at  hand;  exhorted  them  to  the  moft  fpirited  efforts, 
that  victory  might  depend  ttholly  upon  their  own  valour,  be- 
foi-e  affiftance fhould  arrive  to  leffcn  the  glory;  made  one  fu- 
rious attack,  broke  and  defeated  the  enemy,  and  killed  twenty 
thoufand  Tartars  In  the  field  and  purfuit.  Ail  this  time  the 
king  lay  at  Vilna^  the  iricreafe  of  his  illnefs  not  fufFcring  him 
to  attend  the  army.  The  agonies  of  death  had  fcized  him 
juft  as  advke  of  the  viftory  arrived ;  upon  which  he  colleQed 
•all  his  ftrcngth,  rofe  rn  his  bed,  and  by  geftures,  as  h^  was 
deprived  of  fpeech,  exprelTcd  his  fervent  acknowledgments  to 
heaven;  then  funk  down,  and  died,  with  the  reputation  of  a 
prince  whofe  virtues  adorned  the  regal  diadem ;  but  whofe '  - 
cxccffive  liberality  would  have  impoverifhed  the  kingdom,  had 
his  reign  beeit  of  any  duration.  He  is  dcfcribed  as  of  a  fhort 
flature,  robyft  make,  and  of  great  ftrcngth.  His  vifage  was 
long",  his  hair  exceeding  black,  his  eyes  fparkling,  and  his 
carriage  bold  and  majeftic.  His  taciturnity  was  remarkable, 
his  genius  heavy;  but  his  fentiments  generous  and  humane. 
He  was  a  great  patron  of  the  liberal  arts,  particularly  mufic, 
of  which  he  was  fo  great  a  lover,  that  he  fquandered  away 
gteaipart  of  the  revenue  upon  muficians;  and  we  are  told, 
that  his  profufion  in  this  refpeft  occafioned  that  law  called 
Statutum  AUxandrinumy  whereby  the  king  wa6  prohibited  from 
difpofing  of  the  revenue  without  the'confent  of  the  fenate,  or 
diet ;  all  the  donations  of  this  prince  were  revoked.  He 
reigned  five  years  in  Poland^  and  fourteen  in  Lithuania^  leaving 
his  dominions,  with  the  confent  of  the  diet,  to  his  brother 
SigifmunJj  who  had  twice  before  been  a  candidate  for  the 
crown  ^ 

*  Id.  ibid,  etiam.    Mathbw  de  Mich.    lib.  it,  cap.  Ixxxii. 
hcxxiii. 
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SIGTSMUND    I. 

'      ,^  At  the  time  that  Sigifmimd  was  raifed  to  the  throne  of  ?#- 

d  I     ^^*  ^^  rcfided  in  Lithuania^  the  government  of  which  dutchf 
''^A  D*    ^^^  ^^^  affigned  to  him  by  the  king  his  brother,  on  hbown 
J**    removal  xo  Poland.     He,  was  no  fooner  €it8tei  ^t  Petriama 
.  than  he  refigned  his  government  to  Glinjkh  the  great  favourite 

of  king  jflexaiui^r ;  and  repaired  to  Cracow^  to  go  through  ds 
ceremony  of  inauguration,  and  alTume  the  reins  of  govem* 
He  re*  ment.  His  (irft  care  was  to  reform  feveral  abufes»  ^icfa, 
farms  di-'  during  the  late  reign,  had  crept  into  the  adminiftration ;  and 
'otrs  a-  to  enforce  the  ftatute  called  Alexandrinum^  for  revoking  injudi- 
hufts.  cious  grants,  and  fuch  donations  as  appeared  to  be  prgudicial 
to  the  public.  He  found  that  the  richeA  demefnes  of  die 
crown  were  mortgaged,  and  almoft  die  whole  revenue  por- 
tioned out  in  penfions  to  ingenious  artifts,  and  peribns  de« 
ferving  of  encouragement,  but  in  a  limited  degree.  The 
lands  he  redeemed,  and  retrenched  the  penfions  within  die 
bounds  of  moderation,  being  dire<^ed  in  every  thing  by  bii 
able  and  difinterefted  minifter  ^ohn  Bormtr^  a  name  to  thi| 
day  held  in  yener;ition  by  the  PoUi.  Having  eftabliflied  the 
internal  government  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  beft  manner  that 
circumftanqes  would  admit,  he  next  applied  his  attention  to 
the  extenfion  of  his  frontier,  and  the  means  i>f  rendering  P^ 
i^W  formidable,  as  he  had  rendered  it  happy.  Thefewere 
meafures  feemingly  incompatible  in  themfelves ;  yet  did  &^ 
mund  rely  upon  the  abilities  of  his  miniftry,  and  his  pwncou- 
rage  and  perfeverance. 

While  Sigifmund  was  employed  in  making  preparadom 
JIttMUon  ^<^r  ^he  execution  of  hb  vail  defigns,  a  rebellion  broke  out  in 
ix  LithusL' J-'^^^'^onia.  Giinjki^  whom  be  had  appointed  governor,  had 
jiiau  acquired  fo  great  authority,  with  the  inhabitants,  that  he  en- 

tertained tbocights  of  fliaking  oS  his  dependence,  and  claim- 
ing the  fovereignty  of  the  dutchy.  Intoxicated  by  profpe- 
ricy,  and  giddy  with  the  beisht  of  his  elevation,  he  was  un- 
mindful to  whom  he  owed  alfhis  good  fortune,  and  perfuaded 
him&lf  that  he  foared  wholly  by  the  flrength  of  his  own 
pinions,  and  the  force  of  his  merit.  For  fome  time  he  con- 
cealed his  defign,  and  took  his  meafures  with  great  circuoi* 
fpedion,  entering  upon  a  fecret  treaty  v/'iiK  JSi^ius^  czar  gf 
Mufcovy^  whereby  he  purchafed  the  af&ftance  of  that  poteiH 
tare  at  the  price  of  half  the  dutchy  of  Lubiumia;  imagiiiiog 
that  if  he  once  pofTefied  the  remainder,  independent  dPP^ 
landj  he  could  foon  recover  the  portion  aiBgned  to  the  Ruf" 
Jians.    Sigifmund  Vi^  too  penetrating  to  let  fuch  a  negotia- 
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tioo  efcape  bis  difcerDment.    He  found,  by  the  moVements 
in  RuJ/ia  and  Lithuania^  that  fome  great  defign  was  in  agita- 
tion, and  made  preparations  as  if  it  was  againft  himfelf.     Ba-- 
ffius  advanced  with  an  army  of  eighty  thoufand  men  to  the 
frontiers  of  the  Polijh  dominions,  and  was  oppofed   in  his 
march  by  Siglfmund.     As  foon  as  the  two  armies  confronted 
each  other,  the  RuJJmns  were  feized  with  a  panic.    On  feeing 
&^  Polijh  battalions  covered  with  a  foreft  of  lances,  they  had 
recourfe  to  flight,  Jeaving  behind  all  their  booty  and  baggage. 
At  the  fame  time  the  Walachians  and  Moldavians  entered  Jtu/-' 
fa  Nigra f  where  they  fpread  terror  and  defolation  by  the  moft 
cruel  ravages  that  barbarians  were  capable  of  committing^ 
but  they  foon  met  with  their  juft  punifliment,    Sigifmund  ad^ 
yanced  againft  them,  drove  them  before  him,  obliged  them 
to  (bulk  V  in  their  forefts,  and  then  laid,  wafte  their  country 
without  pity  or  remorfe,  as  the  only  method  of  ftriking  ter- 
;  ror  into  this  perfidious  and  lawleis  people.    The  cities  Po^ 
I  richim^  SezepanowiiZy  Chezitriy  and  Czarnowitz,  were  taken  by 
\  afiault,  facked,  and  the  jnhabitaius  put  to  the  fword,  not  a 
fi^ul  of  either  fex  efcaping  the  fury  of  the  conquerors.    At 
length  the  Poles  begun  their  retreat,  loaded  with  fpoils,  and 
were  attacked  in  their  turn  by  the  enemy,  at  the  pafs  of  the 
Neijler  j    but  after  a  fliarp  adion  the  JValachiant  were  re- 
pulfed  with  great  {laughter,  and  the  lofs  of  many  prif»ner$. 
SIGISMUNDf  having  by  his  vigorous  meafures  com- 
pelled the  Walachians  toTue  for  peace,  was  preparing  to  re- 
eftabltfh  the  affairs  of  Lithuania^  when  he  was  again  attaicked 
by  the  RuJJians^  who  reduced  Smolenjko  before  he  could  af- 
femble  his  forces  to  op^ofe  them;    but  he  foon  deprived 
them  of  their  conqueft,  after  having  defeated  their  army  in  a 
pitched  battle,  in  which  he  flew  thirty  thoufand  Ritffians. 
He  was  forced  to  fwim  his  cavalry  over  tht  Bori/ihenes  to  be- 
gin the  attack,  while  a  bridge  was  laying  acrofs  for  the  in- 
fantry.   It  was  aftonifhing  to  fee  with  what  celerity  and  fuc- 
cels  thefe  orders  were  executed,  notwithftanding  the  rapidity 
of  the  ftream,  the  fteepnefs  of  the  banks,  and  the  refinance 
of  the  enemy  on  the  oppofite  fliore.     The  onfet  was  led  by  ^^  di/eafs, 
the  Lithuaniansy  who  were  direfied  to  retreat  gradually,  with  *^^  ^*^^* 
a  view  of  drawing  the  enemy  within  reach  of  the  can>."^"^' 
w>n.    This  the  Mufcovius  miftook  for  a '  real  flight,    and 
^  they  were  purfuing  with  eagernefs,  Sigifmund  opened  his 
line  to  the  right  and  left,  and  poured  in  grape-fhot  from  the 
artillery  with  dreadful^  fuccefi.     Such   was   the  method  in 
which  he  obtained  this  complete  viflory,  that  redounds  equal- 
ly to  the  honour  of  his  valour  and  his  military  capacity.   The 
Jf«^  general,  and  feveral  noblemen  of  the  firft  diftinilioo, 
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were  taken  prifoners,  while  the  whole  lors  of  the  royal  armjr 
did  not  exceed  three  hundred  men;  '  The  utnioft  terror  Hii 
difiufed  through  all  Mufcovy,  and  Bajilius  evacuated  the  P#- 
lijh  dominions  with  the  greateft  precipitation,  apprehending  hb 
own  were  in  danger  of  heing  over- run ;  and  it  is  indeed  pro- 
bable, that  Sigifmund  would  have  purfued  the  blow,  had  not 
other  concerns  diverted  his  attention. 

The  Teutonic  knights  had  eleSed  the  marquis  o(  Bran- 
denburg their  grand-mafter  ;  and  this  prince,  in  imitation  (tf 
his  predeceflbr  the  duke  of  Saxony ^  refufed  to  acknowledge 
the  fovereignty  of  the  crown  of  Poland^  and  pay  the  ufual 
fealty  for  the  province  oi  Pruffia.  He  even  proceeded  fd  fat 
in  his  oppofition  as  to  commence  hoftilities  againft  the  repub- 
lic, by  in  veiling  the  fortrefs  of  Brauntherg^  and  reducing  it 
by  aflfault.  Sigifmund  marched  againft  the  marquis,  pene- 
trated into  his  hereditary  dominions,  and  gained  pofleffioa 
of  feveral  important  places  in  Brandenburg.  He  was  pur- 
fuing  his  conquefts  when  the  marquis  was  reinforced  by  four- 
teen thoufand  Germans^  led  by  the  duke  of  Schonenburg^  who 
ventured  to  lay  fiege  to  Dantzicky  after  he  had  ravaged  atl 
the  adjacent  country.  The  Dantzickers  however  defended 
themfelves  with  fo  much  (pirit,  and  played  their  artillery  (o 
fttrioufly,  while  they  at  the  fame  time  made  the  moft  vigo- 
rous fallies,  that  the  befiegers  were  foon  reduced  to  extre- 
mity, and  at  laft  forced  to  relinquifh  the  defign  of  reducing 
the  city,  after  they  had  Idft  half  their  army  by  famine,  dif- 
Flisfar'  temper,  and  the  fword.  In  their  retreat  they  were  attacked 
ihercan-  ^Y  ^  ftrong  body  of  Polijh  cavalry,  who  made  prodigious 
quejfs  and  carnage,  and  compelled  the  wretched  remains  to  take  (hclter 
'viaories  in  Pomerania^  where  they  were  inhumanly  butchered  by  the 
peafants.  The  furrender  of  a  great  number  of  towns  was  the 
confequence  of  this  impetuous  tide  of  victory ;  and  the  mar- 
quis was  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  fubmitting  himfelf  to 
the  clemency  of  the  conqueror,  with  the  additional  morti- 
fication of  having  broke  the  faith  of  treaties  to  come  to  a/i 
impolitic  rupture.  He  obtained  conditions  indeed  which  he 
could  not  exped,  unlefs  he  had  abandoned  the  intereft  of  the 
Teutonic  order,  and  refigned  the  dignity  of  grand-mafter.  The 
doctrines  of  Luther  had  already  made  confiderable  progrcls 
in  the  empire,  under  the  protedion  of  the  duke  oi Saxony: 
they  were  embraced  by  the  marquis,  aiid  this  obliged  him  to 
break  off  all  connection  with  the  Teutonic  order.  He  entered 
now  into  treaty  with  Sigifmund^  and  that  monarch  determined 
to  fecurehim  in  his  intereft,  and  make  him  the  barrier  againft 
jthc  ambition  of  the  knights  by  liberal  conceffions.  He 
granted  him  half  the  province  oiPruJJiaf  in  the  quality  of  a 
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fodir  didct,  an4  a  dependant  on  the  crown  of* Pslaniy  by 
which  means  he  intirely  deprived  the  T^firi^^order  of  thb 
beft  part  of  their  dominions,  and  for  ever  extinguiflied  thofe 
^ksof  war  which  were  lighted  up  on  every  occafion  by 
diofe  agibkious  reftieft  rieighbours. 

At  (his  time  the  power  and  dominions  ef  the  houfe  of 
Jdgdk  yteve  ib  confide'rable  as  to  excite  the  jealouQr  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria.  |tine  Sigifinund  poiTefied,  in  his  own  per- 
fcn,  die  republic  ofPmnd.  the  great  clutchies  of  Z/'/^m/^^ 
Sm0itfi/koi  dnd  SiVfria^  befiaes  thdfc  vaft  territories  lying  be- 
yond the  Buitim  and  $(ibic ;  and  on  the  head  of  Ifis  nephew 
irtip/V,  fon  of  Uladtflaus^  were  united  the  crowns  of  Ihin^ 
fary^  Bohimiaj  and  Silefia,  Befides,  the  valour,  policy,  and 
daring  ambition  of  the  Polijh  monarch  aflForded  ftrong  pre- 
Itunption,  that  ht  would  ftiil  endeavour  to  extend  his  fron- 
tiers at  the  expcnce  of  the  neighbouring  powers.  Ta  antici- 
pate effe^s,  which  muft  in  the  end  prove  difadvantageous  td 
tl^/r  empire,  the  boufe  of  Aufiria  fct  all  engines  at  work  to  ftir 
lip  enemies  to  ^ohnd.  Corruption,  fraud,  force,  and  in- 
trigue, were  all  exerted  to  this  purpofe :  her  policy  iq  fome 
meafure  fucceeded  :  the  Rujfiansj  Moldavians^  and  Tartars^ 
?U<ril  upon5/^j/ii«/i^  in  different  <iuartcrs,  and  met  with  aa 
unexpeAedly  warm  reception,-  The  vaivodeof  Walachia^  with 
fifty  thoufand  men,  made  an  irruption  into  the  fmall  province  . 
cfPoiatia,  where,  after  \mrning' Sniatyn^  he  was  attacked  by 
the  gallant  count  Tarp^  at  the  head  of  no  more  than  fix 
thoufand  men,  and  entirely  defeated'.  The  v\&6ry  is  wholly 
>pfepb^  tp  tj^  ability  pf  ^e  ^mteander,  whP  poftBflW  fome 
^eminei^ce^.pn  l^e  qnei^^ies  fl^ks,  on  which  he  erededbat- 
iwiep  ith^t  pj^yied  .yUlJ  fMch  /ury.as  foon  pvit  their  r^ks  i|i 
tdiibrder ;  upon  iW^ich  xJai^Poljss  att^cjced  them  (word  in  hand^ 
ej^tlrjely  difperfed  them,  aad  killed  or  ^toQ^  prifoners  above  ten 
^hcmiaiid  JVal^ujbi^ns.  The  fjio^e  brave  pfficer  ,wg8  equally  for- 
tunate againft  the  Mufcovites  and  Tartars^  who  made  inroads 
mo  fjj(bfiani0^  Sijid  ravaged  the  country' to  the  very  gates  of 
,tl^  capital.  Count  %^dro  now  augmented  hi&  forces  by  a 
ftrong  body  of  Lithuanians^  drove  the  enemy  out  of  the  dut- 
chy,  purfucd  .them  into  RuJJia^  reduced  feveral  towns,  and 
at  laft  laid  fiege  to  the  Ardig  fortrefs  of  Straraduh,  in  which 
fte  regec^^,  Vitji  the  beft  troops  of  Rujfta^  made  a  gallant 
<Jefence.  The  fortifications  of  thi^  city  were  compofed  of 
beaips  joined  together,'  and  ^fupported  by  ja*  bulwark  of  earth, 
uppn  which  the  cj^nnonrOxqt  ^^a^^  jao  ^fnpreflion;  but  the 
count  <»ffiU;ij(ed  a  metpqi^^pf  fctUJ^^  W^d  on  fire,  laid, 
the  fortifications  in  afljes,  obliged  the  regent  and  nobility  to 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XXXIV/  K  fur- 
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furrender  it  difcretion,  and  caurried  off  fixty  iboiiEiild  pifo^ 
ners,  with  imnienfe  lxK>ty« 

This  fldw  of  good  fortune  which  attended  die  PoUfl)  arras 

received  a  confiderable  check  by  the  defeat  and  death  of 

Lemis  king  of  Hungary^  who  was  flain  in  a  battle  fought  with 

Sffyman  the  Gfi^t  empeior  of  the  Turku    The  daughter  of 

this  monarch  married  Ferdinand  of  Auflria^  whereby  the  do- 

minions   of  Hungaryy  Behemiaj   and  Silejia^   were  for  ever 

loft  to  the  houfe  of  Jagelk^  and  infeparably  annexed  to  the 

hereditary  dominions  of  the  Auflrian  family.    Thefe  events> 

it  is  Ajppofied,  afFeded  the  health  of  Sigifmund^  who  was  now 

in  his  eighty-*fourth  year  :    he  was  fenuble  of  the  enmity  of 

the  houfe  of  vfji^ritf  to  his  family,  and  beheld  with  chagrin 

fuch  an  acceffion  ^of  dominion  to  a  prince  whom  he  coniidered 

A.  D.     9s  his  rival.     Certain  it  is,  that  about  this  time  he.was  feized 

1548.     with  a  lingering  diforder,   which,    in  the  fpace  of  a  few 

His  death  months,   Carried  off  the  greateft  monarch  who  had  ever 

and  cha-    wielded  the  Polijb  fcepter.     Sigifmund  was  the  completeft  gc- 

rader.       ners^l,  the  ableft  politician,  the  beft  prince,  and'the  ftroogeft 

man  in  the  northern  hemifpherei    of  the  laft  of  which  qua* 

lities  feme  inftances  that  are  fcarce  credible  are  related.    His 

whole  reign  was  a  continued  fcene  of  profperity,  obtained  by 

courage,  firmnefs,  and  condu£t:   nor  is  his  chara&er  or  con- 

.   quells  bv  any  means  exaggerated  in  the  Latin  epitaph  which 

the  reader  may  jierufe  in  the  margin  ^  [A).        / 

SIGISMUND    JUGVSTUS  II. 

Sigif-  When  Sigifmund  found- himfelf  finking  under  the  bur- 

mund  Au-  then  of  old  age,   he  took  care  to  fix  the  fucceiSon  in  his 

gullus  II.  family,  by  procuring  an  cleftion  iq  favour  of  his  fon  Sigif- 

mundy  who  now  afcended  the  throne  without  the  ceremony 

of  aflembling  a  diet,    fiy  this  means  Poland  was  happily  fe- 

cured  againft  thofe  miferies  which  are  the  ufual  attendants 

»  GuAGN.  apndPiftor.  torn.  u.  pag.  82.  &  feq.  Flor.Po- 
lon.  lib.  iii.  cap.  viL  HAarNOCH,  lib.  i.  cap.  viii.  Connor> 
torn.  i.  lect.  ii. 

(A)  Di<vus  SigifmunJusyaerit'  nqmitfcii  (i).    The  monufnent 

Imius,  Polonia  rex^  i^c.  LiiSua-  here  meotionedf  was  eie^ed  ift 

nee  dux  magnuSf  Seitbiruif   Va-  the  cathedral    of  Cracerttt^    vol 

lachiusi  MfijchovitUuiy  Prufftcus^  which  the  remains  of  tUs  great 

^aor  ac  triumphator  pattr  pa-  monarch    were    depofited,    at- 

triay   in  hoc  monumiHttm  a  fi  tended  by  the  fincere  lamenta- 

magnificentijffime  ire^uatt   iUatut  tions  of  all  his  fubjeQs. 

(1)  Ftor.  FdfM,  Uh^  iii.  m^.  vii.    FMatMa,  p0g^  S05. 

on 
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/Midifputed  ekuSioifs^  aaid  the  young  prince  was  at  liberty  . 
immediately  to  apply  bis  attention  to  the  affairs  of  govern-  ^^e  Poliy 
ment.    He  however  incurred  the  difpleafure  pf  his  fubje3s^%^* 
immediately  after  his  coronation,  by  marrying  RoTuvilla^  wi»  ®**°*?* 
dow  to  an  obfcure  vaiyode,  without  the  confent  of  th^  diet, 
h  was  faid,  that  by  this  match  he  drew  dishonour  on  the  re- 
gal dignity,  and  had  not  brought  the  advantage  of  one  fin* 
glo  ally  to  Poland.    This  indeed  was  the  (cafe  in  a  variety  of 
former  marriages;    butthc&ult  was,  that  on  this  occafion 
the  king  preferred  in  the  choice  of  a  confort  his  own  incli- 
nations to  thofe  of  his  people,  and  thought  itunreafonable  that 
in  a  point  of  the  greateft  confequence  to  his  felicity  he  ihould 
be  deprived  of  the  privilege  allowed  to.  the  meaneft  pf  his 
fubje£ls.    His  future  conduct  foon  however  obliterated  any 
bad  impreilions  taken  from  this  meafure.     While  religion, 
or  rather  fuperftition»  armed  the  powers  of  Europe  againft 
each  other,  with  more  zeal  than  they  had  ever  taken  the 
field  againft  infidels,  Poland  sAont  enjoyed  profound  repofe^ 
under  the  wife  adminifiration  of  a  prince,  the  worthy  fuq- 
cellbr  of  his  renowned  parent.     His   addrefs  and  prudence 
kept  at   a  diftance  thofe  fatal   diforders  which  had   almoft 
ruined  Cbriflendomx   and  were  then    tearing  the  bowels  of 
France t  Aujiria^    Bohemia,  Hungary^    Saxony^    Sweden^    and 
other  nprtben  kjngdpm^.    Views  of  policy  more  than  refpeft 
for  the  pontifical  dignity,    kept    him   firm  in  the  opinions 
of  his  anceftors  :    he  thought  that  religion  was  purchafed  too 
dear  at  the  price  of  humanity,  and  the  (laughter  of  his  fub- 
jefts.      He  denied  his  people  the  liberty  of  correfponding 
with  thofe  divines  who  were  taxed  with  advancing  heterodox 
opinions,  and  chofe  rather  to  remain  ignorant  fn  fome  poinds 
not  eflential  to  falvation,  rather  than  make  his  kingdom  a 
fcene  of  bloodfhcd  :  however,  he  avoided  perfecution,  and  em- 
ployed no  other  weapons  to  fecure  the  public  tranquility,  than 
ihofe  of  falutary  inftitutions,  prudent  laws,  and  a  regular  lyftem 
of  well  condud^ed  policy.     Inftead  of  difputing  with  his  fub- 
jefts  about  fpeculative  opinions,  Sigifmund  was  diligent  in  re- 
forming abufes,  enforcing  the  laws,  enriching  the  treafury, 
promoting  indiiftry,  and  .redeeming  the  crown-lands,   where 
the  titles  of  the  pofleiTors  appeared  illegal.     Out  of  the  re- 
venue he  recovered  in  this  manner  he  maintained  a  formid- 
able well  appointed  (landing  army,  without  laying  any  ad- 
ditional tax  upon  the  fubje£t ;    and  though  he  preferred  peace 
to  war,  convinced  the  world   that  he  neither  wanted  the 
power,  fpirit,  nor  capacity  to  refent,  and  punifh  injuries.    An 
opportunity  foon  offered  for  the  difplay  of  Stgifaimd^^  xniU- 
tary  talents. 

K  2  Thji 
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His  wars  ^^^  dif^atts  which  for  foitie  tiM  fijbfifttti  bdtwew  tht 
<u;//i&  f^^  Teutmic  knigbta  in  LivofAa^  ^nd  the  archbifliop  of  Miga^  ocui- 
Mufco^  fin  to  Sigijkundj  encouraged  tte  Sufianr  to  make  an  if  nip- 
vites.  tion  into  that  province^  with  a  view  of  reducing  both  jmht- 
ties,  after  they  had  been  weakened  b^  civil  diKord.  Tilt 
province  wa$  divided  between  the  knights  and  the  pre- 
late ;  and  the  Rujfimsy  under  pf'etence  of  fuGcourit^  the 
former,  had  feiiKed  great  part  of  the  dominioAs  of  the  latcer. 
The  archbi(hop  had  rccourfe  to  hte  Wnfman  the  king  of  P^ 
hndj  who,  after  frorttefs  eiForts  to  accooimodate  mattas, 
bent  his  march  at  the  head  of  an  l^undred  thoufiind  nien  to- 
wards the  frontiers  of  Livonia.  Every  city  opened'  its  gales, 
and  every  place  ftbmitted  to  f6  itrcfiftiWe  a  power  i  this 
grand -mailer  of  the  Teutdnrc  order  brc^e  off  his  aAiance  with 
the  Ruffians^  and  wa^  reconciled  to  Ae  archbifeop,  on  the 
terms  propofed  by  Sigtfmuni.  The  whole  order  placed  thert- 
felves  under  the  prot^drort  of  Poland^  and  agreed  to  tura 
their  arms  againft  their  late  allies,  who  had  gained  pofleffion 
of  feme  impcn-tant  places  (A).  The  csar,  though  delerted 
by  the  knights,  iftfolently  refufed  returning  any  anlver  to  the 
propofals.  of  peace  madp  by  Stgifimmd.  His  army  amounted 
to  three  hundred  thoufand  fighting  men,  with  which  force 
John  BaffMes  thought  he  Ihould  jie  able  to  reduce  all  £iw- 
nia^  indefpite  of  the  utmoft  efforts  of  the  kingofPSt^/iwirf: 


(A)  On  this  occafion  it  was 
that  Li'voma  was  annexed  to 
l^oland.  ^igifiitundixMxAy  that 
Niiot  only  the  knights,  but  the 
whole  country,  fhould  ackuow* 
ledge  'his  fovereignty.  At  firft 
the  inhabitants  made  fbmere-- 
luAance;  but  they, yielded  in 
th^  end  to  the  arguments  en- 
forced by  the  power  of  Sigif- 
mund,  Goihoihred  Kedevy  great- 
xnailcr  of  the  Livonian  knights 
was  forced  to  abdicate  his  dig- 
nity, refign  the  city  and  citadel , 
eit  Riga  into  the  hands  of  the 
palatine  of  Vilna^  deputed  for 
that  pgrpofe  by  the  king ;  and 
to  declare  Lipoma  from  that 
time  fubjefl  to  the  crown  of 
Poland.  In  exchange,  the  grand - 
mailer  was  declared  duke  ofCour^ 


land  tfid  SimigiRttia  by  the  pala- 
tine, and  afterwards  viceniy  of 
Livonia,  The  exchange  was  ad- 
vantageous to  the  grand-maftef ; 
it  was  giving  him  the'*  perpe-* 
tuity  of  two  fine  provinces,  for 
the  contingency  of  a  dignity, 
which  involved  him  in  conti- 
nual war  with  the  neighbouring 
princes.  His  facce'flbrs  reajped 
the  advantage  of  fo  prudential 
a  bargain,  as  they  enjoyed  for 
feveral  -ages  the  fovereignty  af- 
figned  to  Kltler\  nor  wis  it 
}e&  beneficial  to  the  cepublk 
of  Poland^  which  was  thereby 
augmenfied  by  the  addition  (» 
an  exteniiwB  and  wealthy  pro- 
vince, befidcs  a  fea-port  of  vail 
and  profitable  commerce  (i). 


(i)  Sarnitiuiy  lib,  viii,  Anual,  Ftlon,  ^.391,  ^  fef*  Flor^Pokn.  /.  a53. 

how- 
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however;  A>me  cbccb  which  he  met  with  on  thi$  quarter  de* 
teripined  bi^  wmediately  to  make  a  dire3  attack,  on  the  P^- 
lijh  dominipns,  and  turn  his  whole  ftrf  ngth  againft  the  great 
diitchy  q{  i^ifhuania.  On  his  iirft  entrance  into  the  province 
be  carried  all  before  hign ;  every  thing  funk  beneath  the 
weight  of  fo  prodigious  a  force.  PohiZ  and  D^rpt^  incapa- 
ble of  refiftat^ce,  received  the  Rujftan  forces,  and  in  return 
were  cruelly  facked  and  pillaged,  above  eighty  thoi^fand  of 
tbjc  citizens  and  neighbouring  peafants  being  carried  ofF  into 
captivity.  Among  thefe  were  a  great  nurnber  of  T^wj,  who 
obftinately  refufing  to  be  baptized,  were  thrown  into  the  ri- 
ver Dmm^  the  czar  ordering  the  ice  to  be  broke  to  glut  his 
^es  with  this  barbarous  facrifice  to  his  cruel  difpofition. 

AXL  this  time  Sigifmund  was  neccflarily  employed  in  the 
affairs  qf  Livonia^  and  ip  concluding  the  exchange  with  the 
graod-mafter  of  thtTeutohic  knights,  which  we  have  (peciiied 
in  the  margin.    John  BafiUdes  however  did  not  uSt  the  ty- 
rant with   impunii^.    Ea^Iy  in  the  fpring  a  detachment  of 
forty  thoufand  Rujfiani  was  attacked,  defeated^  and  difperfed, 
by  tv^o  theufand  Poks^  with  the  lols  of  fifteen  thoufand  men 
-ilain  in  the  field  of  battle.     Soon  after  Nicholas  Radzevil^  . 
palatine  of  Vilna^  returning  from  Livonia ^  ailembled  a  body 
of  farces,  and  fell  upon  the  Ruffian  army,  commanded  by  P^- 
Ur  Swijkiy  on  the  banks  of  the  river  VJIa.    The  attack  was 
unexpei^ed,  and  the  furprize,  together  with  the  fury  of  the 
afiailants,  foon  put  the  Ruffians  in  confufion,  and  produced 
a  total  defeat.     Near  forty  thoufanyd  men  peri(hed  by  the 
fivord,  or  were  dro\^med  in  the  marfhes,  endeavouring  to 
efcaoe  i  great  numbers  were  flaughtered  by  the  peafants,  and 
among  thefe  was  the  unfortunate  general,  who  had  his  bead 
cutoff,  which  wasftuck  upon  a  lance,  and  carried  in  triumph 
to  the  vi6lorious   palatine.    This  however  was  but  an  ad- 
vanced column  of  the  Ruffian  forces;   the  remainder  of  the 
army  was  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oljkay  whither 
the  conqueror  immediately  begun  his  march,  wiih  a  refolu- 
tion  to  attack  them  before  they  had  recovered  from  their  con-  . 
fiernation.     Th^  Ruffian  general  did  not  think  proper  to  ha- 
zard the  event  of  a  battle,  which  might   prove  as  fatal  to 
bim  as  it  had  done  to  his  colleague  :    he  evacuated  Lithuania^ 
and  retreated  with  fuch  precipitation,  that  he  left  all  his  bag- 
gage and  military  equipage  a  prey  to  the  Poles,     A  variety  of  ^ 
other  vfiSlories  followed,  and  thoilgh  the  fuccefs  of  the  Poles 
was  uninterrupted  by  a  fingle  unfortunate  accident,  yet  ftili 
did  the  Rujftanp^  continue  their  irruption  into  the  different 
provinces  of  the  republic.     In  vain  were  they  flaughtered  in 
•very  quarter ;    in  vain  were  they  defeated  in  every  enter- 
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prize  :  they  took  the  field  with  frefli  forces,  and,  like  th^ 
Hydra,  appeared  to  gain  flrength  under  the,  blow  meditated 
for  their  deftru6tion.  Obflinacy  and  a  kind  of  barbarous  va- 
lour ferved  in  the  ftead  of  regulated  courage.  It  was  necef- 
fary  to  alter  the  manner  of  the  operations,  and  to  try  the 
efFeiSJs  of  carrying  fi|e  and  fword  into  the  country  of  thofc 
intrepid  favages.  The  king  in  perfon,  at  the  head  of  an 
hundred  thoufand  men,  penetrated  to  the  very  heart  of  Ruf- 
fioy  and  laid  fiege  to  the  fortrefs  of  Via ; .  but  conftant  experi- 
ence had  improved  the  enemy  in  the  art  of  war  :  the  garri- 
fon  made  a  brave  and  fkilful  defence  ;  a  reinforcemertt  was 
thrown  in,  and  Sigfmund  was  compelled  to  raife  the  fiege : 
however,  the  grand -marechal  of  Lithuania  hofi  wiped  off 
thi^  difgface,  defeated  the  Rujfian  army,  and  furprifed  the  . 
gallant  garrifon,  which  had  foiled  all  the  king's  attempts, 
after  which  he  levelled  the  fortrefs  with  the  ground,  and 
ftained  the  glory  of  his  vidlories  by  putting  to  death,  in  cool 
blood,  a  handful  of  brave  men,  who  merited  the  bigheft 
honours  *• 

These  cruel  inroads  and  barbarous  excurfions  equally  ex- 
haufted  and  fatigued  both  nations.  Each  began  to  feel  the 
eiFeds  of  the  immenfe  confumption  of  blood  and'  treafure ; 
and  famine  prefTed  hard,  in  confequence  of  the  negleded 
harvefts  and  the  fcarcity  of  hufcandmen.  NeceiEty  firft  fug- 
geiled  the  thoughts  of  a  truce  to  the  czar,  who  had  hitherto 
difdainfully  rejeded  all  the  propofals  made  by  the  Polijh  mo- 
narch. Accordingly  a  convention  for-  an  armifiice  of  three 
;/;i  death  years  was  figned,  during  which  interval  Sigtfmund  yielded  up 
andcba-  his  lad  breath  at  KnyJJin  in  Lithuania^  and  bis  body  was  de« 
.raSer.  pofited  in  the  fame  vault  with  that  of  his  father  in  the  great 
cathedral  of  Cracow.  This  prince  merited  the  utmoft  eftcem 
and  affeflioh  of  his  fubje6ls,  on  account  of  the  intereft  which 
he  took  in  their  happinefs.  Every  part  of  his  conduS  was 
direSed  to  this  objefl ;  and  the  meafures  he  took  were  fo 
prudent,  that  he  generally  obtained  his  purpofe.  He  go- 
verned a  kingdom  with  the  fame  eafe  and  oeoonomy  as  be 
would  a  family :  all  his  dire6iions  were  implicitly  obeyed,  be- 
caufe  he  founded  his  authority  upon  the  idea,  imprefTed  on 
the  minds  of  his  people,  of  his  fagacity,  virtue,  and  valour. 
Nothing  could  be  more  amiable  than  the  whole  feries  of  his 
domeftic  adminiftration ;  nor  more  glorioua  than  his  foreign 
policy,  which  aimed  not  at  conqueft  and  oppreffion,  but  the 
iecurity  of  his  own  frpntier,  and  repelling  injuries.     In  his 

•  NiuGEBAVER,  lib.  viii.     Sarnit.  lib.  viii.    Flo  it.  Polon. 
lib.  iii.     pR0M£R^  tom.  ii.  lib.  5,  apudPiflor. 
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wars  with  the  Ruffiam  his  valour  was  confefled ;  and,  though 
he  once  proved  unfucqefsful,  every  one  ack;iowledged  that  his 
courage  and  conduct  deferved  to  be  rewarded  with  victory. 
In  one  word,  Sigifmund  was  meek,  affable,  liberal,  brav^, 
and  fagaciousi  aahero,  who  pofleiTed  ^\\  the  efiential,  but 
not  the  brilliant  qualities  of  princes  who  are  generally  ho* 
noured  with  that  appellation.  Such  was  his  character  for  a 
feries  of  years;  though  old  age,  infirmity,  and  the  influence 
of  a  favourite  miftrefs,  occadoned  his  deviating  from  the  paths 
of  virtue  and  true  policy  for  fome  time  before  his  death.  This 
obfcured  the  luftre  of  his  reputation ;  but  could  not  obliterate  , 

from  the  minds  of  the  Poles  the  many  bleflings  they  had  de- 
duced from  his  wifdom  and  piety.     With  Sigifmurid' Augujim  T'i^^  JageU 
the  male  line  of  the  family  of  Jagello^  which  had  governed  \o  family 
Poland  for  near  two  hundred  years,  became  extin£t;  leaving  ^w«<^- 
the  republic  ^  prey  to  inteftine  divifions,  and  all  the  confe- 
iquences  of  divided  opinion,  with  refpe£l  to  a  monarch '  (A). 
/  SECT. 

*  He{denstbin.  Polon.  p.  2t,  col.  2.    Flor.  Polon.  lib.  iil. 
cap.  vii.     Bar.  Hijft  Allem.  tom.ix.  p.  147. 


(A)  Sigifmund  died  without 
i/Tue,  leaving  of  the  Jagello  fa- 
mily only  two  fifters  j  Catherine^ 
married  to  John  duke  of  Fin- 
landf  and  afterwards  to  John 
king  of  Sweden^  and  mother  of 
^igtfmund  III.  afterwards  king 
of  Poland  and  Sweden;  Atme^ 
afterwards  raifed  to  the  crown 
of  Pdandf  and  married  to  Ba- 
*on,  ^pnnQeoffranjS^hamaf  who 
by  this  means  became  fove- 
reign.  ' 

We  muft  not  omit  a  fociety 
founded  in  this  monarch's  reign, 
which  was  ludicroufly  called 
the  commonwealth  of  Bahinai 
It  had'  its  ri(e,  like  mod  other 
fodeties,  in  trivial  and  acci- 
debtal  circamftances.  A  fet  of 
eentlemen,  inhabitants  of  Lui- 
«»,  bad  agreed  to  meet  at 
ftated  periods  aiBahina,  mere- 
V  for  the  purpofes  of  mirth 
and  jollity.  In  time  their  num- 
bers increafed,  and  they  formed 
themfelves  into  a  regular  go- 


vernment, under  the  prefidency 
of  a  king,  ienate,  and  chief 
magiilrates.  This  was  truly  the 
court  of  CcMuSf  where  nothing 
but  wit,  pleafantry,  and  good 
humour  reigned.  Magiftrates 
were  eledled  from  (bmetfaing 
which  appeared  ridiculous  in  the 
character  or  conduA  of  any  of 
the  members.  For  inftance, 
when  any  of  the  fociety  proved 
meddling  and  officious,  he  was 
immediately  created  an  arch- 
bifhop ;  intimating,  pollibly, 
that  the  clei*ey  chofe  to  make 
themfelves  buly  in  matters  which 
did  not  concern  their  fundlion. 
A  blundering  or  difputatious 
member  was  promoted  to  the 
fpeaker's  chair:  a  boafter  of  his 
own  courage,  and  vain-glorious 
Thrafo,  was  honoured  with  the 
commidion  of  generalilTimo, 
which  wai  prcfented  to  him 
with  great  ceremony  by  the  fob- 
ordinate  bravoes.  ^  Thofe  who 
declined  the  office  for  which 
'K  4  they 
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Containing  theElcBtoh  and  Ahdication  ^  ttitii-y  V'ii- 
lois,  Buke  of  Anjou  5  together  with  the  Reigns  of 
Stephen  Baton,  and  Si^ifmund  ill.   Kifig  cf  Po^ 
land  and  Sweden. 


Intrigues     fTpHE  old  age  and  decrepitude  of  SigifmUhi-jlu^ufihSj  tef 
'^^^^  r^*"       X     gether  with  the  cxtin(9ion  bf  the  houfc  of  Jtigilhy  fiarf 
'^^^  '^       g^ven  birth  to  a  variety  of  intrigued  at  thfe  courts  ot  flifknity 
the  enfmng  Prance^  and  Saxony^  each  of  which  aimed  at  rai{Jtl|g  a  jiriiiti 
euaion.      Qf  jjjgj,.  Q^yn  nation  to  thfe  throne  of  PiflanJ.    Nor  ^dfe  thfe 
courts  bf  Sweden  and  Brandenburg  idle  :  it  wduld  feerii  to  be  A 
contention  between  Proteftarits  and  Papift*  ^^ho  fliould  ictjaM 
the  regal  diadem ;  though  policy,  in  fa£i:,  weighed  againft  re« 
ligion,  and  determined  each  of  the  candidates  to  piKh  bb 
own  private  intereft.  Without  regard  td  tUe  t)rfntiples  of  lift 
adverfaries. .  The  emperor,  by  means  of  the  pope's  legate, 
had  acquired  great  influence,  anfl  Mi  fiiir  for  placing  iJie  arbhr 
dukre  oiAuftrfa  on  the  throne,  in  defpitc  of  the  utmbft  efibrtft 
bf  the  other  pnndes.    In  PolaYidy  however,  thofe  v^ho  wcrfc 
^(Sluated  by  any  other  rnotives  than  tKofe  of  corruption,  ren- 
dered the  oifpute  purely  religious.   The  Proteftants  had  b^;an 
to  raife  their  heads  in  the  Kingdom,  and  they  onh 


they  Were  declared  qdalified, 
were  pi^rfiKUted  .with  hiffings^ 
and  abaodbned  by  the  fociety. 
Thus  every  vict,  and  every 
foible,  was  attacked  with  ridi- 
cule ;  and  Babina  became  in  & 
ihort  time  the  terror,  the  admi- 
ration, .and  the  reformer  of  the 
Folijh  nation.  Genius  flouriihed 
under  the  protedion  of  the  fo- 
ciety ;  wit  was  cultivated,  even 
in  this  northern  clime ;  and  the 
abufes  which  had  crept  into  go-^ 
vernmentj  and  fociety  were  cor- 
redled  by  the  judicious  applica- 
tion of  good-humoured  fatire. 
Never  did  any  inilitution  of  this 
nature  become  fo  gener^,  or  fo 
ufcful;  But  it  at  length  .deg^.- 


they  only  wanted  a 

nera^ed  into  a  fet  of  bufiboin^ 
and  banterers  of  every  thli^  br 
cred  and  profane.  For  fevfcrat 
yean  it  was  patronised  bythfe 
kings  of  Poland  \  and  Sigijmmd 
became  a  member,  the  ftaH>^ 
oi  Babina  telling  hini,  jocolaif- 
ly,  ««  That;  his  majefty  had  cer- 
**  tain  qualities  which  intided 
*'  him  to  the  firft  dignity  in  tMk 
"  comraonwcalih."  At  prefect 
not  the  leaft  veftig«  of  the  fo- 
ciety remains,  thbugh  it  'was 
honou|-ed  with  extitiordinary 
privileges,  by  kings  a^d  em- 
perors. The  reader  inay  con^ 
fult  Samiiii  Hift.  Pohn,  p.  395,  , 
for  a  more  "tninote  account  of 
this  extraordinary  inflitntion, 

prince 
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f^adt  of  their  tmii  perfu^ficm  to  gain  at  !«^  an  equality  ^ith 
the  Catholics.  Thovgh  their  number  wasfmaller^  yet  they 
compenfated  that  difadvamage  by  their  unity  ;  and  made  Aich 
effbrti  as  aftonifhed  their  opponents,  who  at  firft  treated  their 
defign  as  chitnerical^  and  the  vain  expedition  of  a  kw  vi<- 
fionaries.  When  Maxifnilian  perceived  they  were  detei-rtiined 
to  unite  ificir  iiitcrefts  ift  favour  of  the  prince  of  Sweden^  the 
dedor  of  Saxonf^  or  the  marquis  of  Anfpachy  he  then  exerted 
his  utmoft  influence  with  the  pontifF  in  behalf  of  his  fon  Er* 
neftus  of  Auftria,  In  confequence  a  legate  was  fent  to  Pa* 
land;  but  his  inflrudlon^  regarded  only  the  general  intereft  of 
the  Cadrolic  religion,  i^trithout  any  particular  view  to  the  in-^ 
tcreft  of  the  houfe  of  Aujiria.  ,His  arrival  was  foon  fucceeded 
by  the  death  of  Sigijinund\  and  then  the  ferment  became  vio^ 
lent  among  the  PoUs^  each  party  declaring  openly  in  favour 
of  one  or  other  of  the  candidates.  The  provincial  diets  of 
P,dand  and  Lithuaniameti  and  prefents  from  the  feveral  com- 
petitors were  liberally  diftributed,  in  outer  to  fecure  fuch  de- 
puties as  tnight  promote  their  intereft  at  the  general  enfuing 
diet.  The  whole  kingdom  was  one  univerfal  fcene  of  cor- 
,  ruption,  fa<^ion,  and  confu(ion.«  At  laft  .the  deputies  were 
chofen,  and  the  diet  of  elefiiion  met  at  JVarfaw. 

It  Was  now  the  conteft  become  violent :  fmaller  h&Aom 
united  into  greater,  and  the  ihock  was  proportioned  to  the  ' 
t,  weight  of  the  encountering  bodies.    The  legate  formed  a  kind  ' 
of  treaty  with  the  biihop  of  Cujavia  and  Albert  Laski^  a  pala- 
tine of  vaft  influence,  whereby  they  agreed  mutually  to  fup- 
port'each  other,  and  to  con  fent  to  no  ele£^ion  that  was  not 
favourable  to  the  Catholic  religion ;  to  enter  upon  no  mea* 
fares  but  by  mutual  confent;  and  to  give  their  votes  for  no 
peribn  that  was  not  reciprocally  agreeable  to  the  leaguers. 
The  vigilant  legate  next  turned  his  views  to  unite  all  the  Ca- 
,  tholics  of  the  kingdom  in  the  fame  intereft,  without  declaring 
,  however  in  favour  of  any  individual ;  that  being  a  matter  of 
future  confideration,'  to  be  determined  juft  as  intereft  happened 
to  preponderate  in  the  conclave,  from  whence  he  received  his 
weekly  inftruflions. 

Mean  time  Lithuania  was  iri  the  fame  agitation  as  Poland. 
The  practices  of  Radzivii  and  C0tchevi%  had  acquired  the 
greateft  influence  in  that  dutchy  on  accodnt  of  th«ir  wealth, 
the  dignities  they  held,  and  the  great  number  of  their  de^- 
petidents.  They  had  long  been  rivals  in  fplendor  and  power ; 
and  now  it  was  imagined^  that  the  heads  of  both  houfes 
would  come  to  an  open  rupture,  as  they  feemed  to  efpoufc 
diflFctent  candidates  for  the  crown.  However,  fome  of  their  ' 
mutual  friends,  aware  of  the  dreadful  confequences  of  a  rup- 
^  tufc. 
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ture^  arhidft  the  general  confuflon  of  the  dutchy,  propofisd  a 
compromife,  which  was  foon  brought  to  a  happy  ifliie,  under 
the  mediation  of  the  legate.  Some  writers  alledge,  that  this 
prelate  firft  propofcd  to  them  the  eledion  of  Ermjius  of  Auf» 
tria :  be  this  as  it  msiy,  certain  it  is,  that  the  Radzivtb  were 
the  firft  who  declared  for  the  houfe  of  Aujiria ;  and  the  legate 
had  then  the  addrefs  to  engage  the  houfe  o^Cotcheviz  in  the 
fame  intereft,  by  threatening  to  declare  for  the  czar  of  Muf» 
covy^  their  inve  erate  enemy. .  This  whole  negotiation  he 
conduced  with  the  utmoft  fubtlety ;  had  an  interview  with 
the  two  chiefs  in  the  middle  of  a  vaft  foreft,  and  there  coo^ 
certed  that  a  prince  of  the  houfe  oi  Aujiria  fhould  be  eleSed 
duke  of  Lithuania ;  not  doubting  but  Poland  would  follow  the 
example,  to  prevent  a  breach  of  the  union,  fo  falutary  to  both 
countries.  According  to  certain  German,  writers,  thcfe 
tranfadions  pafled  in  Lithuania  during  the  life  o(  Sigifmund: 
Pohjh  writers  are  filent  with  refpeft  to  the  period.  Breath 
had  fcarce  quitted  the  body  of  the  old  king  when  the  legate 
difpatched  a  courier  to  Vienna  with  a  copy  of  the  articles 
figned  by  the  two  Lithuanian  chiefs ;  and  after  {ketcbing  out 
the  fituation  of  parties  in  Poland  and  the  dutchy,  defired  hit 
'  imperial  majefty  would  immediately  fend  an  ambaflador  to 
Mo/cow^  endeavoqr  to  fecure  the  palatine  Lajki  in  his  in- 
tereft,  and  remit  fums  of  money,  and  quantities  o(  Hungarian 
wines,  to  be  diftributed  among  the  menxbers  of  the  diet.  It 
was  at  the  fame  time  recommended  to  his  imperial  niajefly  to 
keep  a  body  of  forces  in  readinefs,  and  to  fend  the  archduke 
Ernejl  with  all  convenient  expedition  to  Polandy  to  encourage, 
by  his  prefence,  thofe  who  favoured  his  intereft.  In  a  word, 
he  enjoined  celerity,  which  alone  would  fecure  the  crown  to 
his  fon,  before  the  other  candidates  could  have  time  to  con- 
cert the  means  of  fruftrating  his  eledtion.  The  legate  was 
certainly  right  in  his  counfels ;  but  he  was  not  aware  of  the 
tedious  manner  of  deliberating  at  the  court  of  Vienna^  and  of 
the  low,eftate  of  the  emperor's  treaCures,  which  alone  was 
fufficient  to  break  all  his  proje(£!ts  for  the  elevation  of  the  arch*- 
duke.  ,  , 

Besides  the  emperor's  neceffitics,  there  were  other  cir- 
cumfiances  which  difappointed  all  the  legate's  hopes,  and 
ruined  the  negotiation  which  he  had  conduced  with  fo  much 
addrefs.  Maximilian  required  certain  facrifices  to  his  pride, 
equally  unfeafonable  and  ridiculous.  Puffed  up  with  the 
breath  of  adulation,  that  prince  imagined  it  beneath  the  dig* 
nity  of  the  imperial  diadem  to  folicit  votes  for  his  fon's  elec- 
tion, and  thought  it  more  becoming  his  rank,  and  the  high 
birth  of  the  young  prince,  to  ^>e  invited  to  the  throne  of  Por 

land. 
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land.  From  the  powerful  faftion  which  the  legate  had  formed, 
he  doubted  not  but  an  ambafTy  for  this  purpofe  would  foon 
arrive,  and  while  he  was  confoling  himfelf  with  the  vain  ex- 
pcflation  the  opportunity  efcaped.  The  PoHJh  gentry  were 
difgufted  with  the  arrogance  of  the  houfe  of  Avjifia\  and 
when  the  bifliop  of  2^/wi^  Kccommended  a  prince  of  that  fa- 
mily, they  all  put  their  hands  to  their  fwords,  and  threatened 
topuniih  with  death  whoever  Ihould  again  infult  Poland  with 
fuch  a  propofal.  Not  contented  with  this  declaration,  they 
feized  upon  feveral  perfc^ns  whom  they  believed  attached  to 
tHe  emperor  ;  and  ^were  on  the  ^oint  of  declaring  in  favour  of 
the  eleftorof  Saxony^  when  a  folemn  ambafTy  at  li»ft  arrived 
from  l^ienna^  which  in  fome  meafure  appeafed  their  refent- 
ment.  No  nation  upon  earth  is  more  taken  with  (licw,  p'a- 
geantry,  and  refpeft,  than  the  Poles,  Rofemberg  and  Per  her- 
ftetn^  equally  illuftrious  by  their  merit  and  the  dignities  which 
they  bore,  entered  the  frontiers  with  a  magnificent  train  ;  but 
•  they  were  way-laid  by  the  palatine  of  Sandomir,  and  ar- 
^efted^  ^      . 

Upon  this  it  was  that  the  enemies  of  the  houfe  of  Auflria  A.  D. 
took  courage,  and'  with  their  utmoft  vigour  fupported  the  1573. 
princes  in  the  oppofition.  They  were  however  ftrenuoufly  re- 
fitted by  the  legate,  La$ki^  and  thebifh'op  of  Cujavia ;  tho)Jgh 
this  confederacy  could  not  prevent  the  parties  from  coming  to 
an  agreement,  that  no  difference  in  religious  opinions  ihould 
create  any  contention  among  the  fubjeils  of  the  kingdom  ; 
and  that  all  PoleSy  without  difcrimination,  ihould  be  capable 
of  holding  public  offices  and  trufts  under  the  government. 
In  this  convocation  it  was  farther  ftipulated,  that  the  future 
king  (hould  be  obliged  to  fwear  exprefly  that  he  would  culti- 
vate the  internal  tranquillity  of  the  realm,  and  cherifh,  with- 
out diftindion,  their  fubje^s  of  all  perfuafions.  Accordingly 
we  find  that  Henry  de  yalois^  and  Stephen  Batoriy  were  both 
compelled  to  the  obfervation  of  this  new  law. 

Hitherto  the  emiil'aries  of  the  feveral  candidates  afted 
privately,  and  by  intrigue,  endeavouring  to  gain  a  majority  at 
the  eleftional  diet;  not  doubting  but  the  minority  would  be 
forced  at  laft  to  embrace  their  fentimencs.     The  firft  prince  necan* 
who  was  publicly  propofed  at  the  general  afiTerobly  of  the  ftates  didatesfor 
was  the  czar  di  Mufcovy  \  but  the  Poles  dreaded  the  favage  ^^^  ^r^w/r^ 
cruel  difpofition  of  the  czar,  who  had  always  been  accuftomed 
to  govern  with  the  moft  defpotic  fway.     The  next  perfon  pro- 
pofed was  the  young  prince  of  Sweden^  nephew-  to  the   late 
king  Sigifmund.    The  eleftion  of  this  prince,  it  was  obvious, 

*  Barre,  torn.  ix.  An.  1573. 

would 
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wbuld  be  attended  with  a  lingular  advantage,  as  Swedtit  iai 
f  aland  united  would  be  in  a  condkioa  to  reftft  all  foreign 
enemies,  and  check  the  afpiring  ambition  of  the  cear  of  Muf- 
C4ivy.  Beride5,'he  had  a  natural  claim  to  the  crown,  as  he 
was  by  tlie  mother  defcended  from  the  y^^^Aiy  family,  which 
had  furnifhed  Poland  with  fuch  a  nuhirber  of  illuftrrots  iiio- 
narchs ;  but  the  do£lrines  oLLather,  which  he  profei&d,  rtn* 
dered  him  odious  to  the  Catholics ;  and  mahy  of  the  Pro- 
teftants  were  apprehenfive  left  a  Sw^de  by  birth  might  (hew 
too  great  a  partiality  for  his  native  country.  The  young  duk€ 
of  Pruffia  was  fupported  by  a  ccmfiderable  party  ;  and  the  in* 
trigues  of  Firlei  would  probably  have  determined  the  cleftioa 
in  his  favour,  bad  not  the  infirm  ftate  of  his^ health,  and  ioca* 
paCity  for  governing,  proved  infurmountable  ofc^edHons.  The 
Prote(fants,  who  had  efpoufed  this  prince,  fiiiding  ali  their 
expe^ations  fruftrated,  caft  their  eyes  on  the  elector  of  Saxo- 
Tiyj  the  vaivode  of  Tranfylvanja^  or  the  marquis  of  Anfpack 
With  refped^  to  the  cletStor,  they  infifted  on  his  merit,  Ac 
proofs  he  had  given  of  his  government,  his  love  of  freedom, 
and  deteftatidn  of  tyranny.  All  ihefe  qualities  were  ackooi^- 
ledged,  and  his  addrefs  aid  the  treafuces  of  Saxony  had  gained 
him  a  very  powerful  intereft  ;  but  ftill  lie  was  a  German  ^i 
Proteftant.  The  firft  was  difagrccable  to  the  PoUs  in  general, 
the  fecond  odious  to  the  Catholics  in  particular.  Some  of  the 
bifhops  and  great  lords  ventured  to  propofe  Rofemberg,  the 
imperial  ambaflador,  whofe  merit  was  univcrfally  ackfK)W- 
kdged,  and  whofe  birth;  employments,  and  pofldEons  were 
very  confiderablo  ^.  Some  writers  alledge,  that  Rofemberg 
might  have  carried  iway  the  prize  from  all  his  competitors, 
had  he  had  courage  to  fupport  his  facStion  ;  while  others  attri- 
bute his  condud  to  a  principle  of  fidelity  and  attachment  to' 
the  emperor.  In  our  opinion  it  was  chance  that  intirelydi- 
rcflcd  the  aflembly,  atxl  difappointcd  the  hopes  of  ill  th« 
candidates. 

JOHN  CRASOSKT,  a  PoUJI}  gentleman  of  extraordinary 
merit,  but  diminutive  ftature,  hadjuft  returned  from /rtf»£^, 
whither  he  had  travelled  for  improvement.     His  ability,  hu- 
mour, wit,  and  diverting  fize,  had  rendered  him  univerfaliy 
agreeable  at  the  court  of /^rijwre,  and  in  a  particular  manner 
engaged  the  efteem  of  Catbej'ine  of  Medicis^  which  the  little 
Thi  duke    Pole  had  the  addrefs  to  convert  to  ,his  own  purpofes.    He 
^Anjou   owed  a  variety  of  obligations  to  the   favoiir  of  the  duke  of 
offers  him-  Anjou^  and  Crafoski  did  not  fail  to  exaggerate  the  virtues  of 

^  Heidenstein,  rer.  Polon.  lib.  i.  p»  29,  col.  3.    Vit.  Com- 
mend, lib.  iv.  c.  vi. 
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Attpfiocefrom  niere  motives  of  gratitude^  without  %  tfaought 
of  ferving  kim  on  the  prefisnt  occifion.  PerfoDs  at  all  tinc'* 
tttftti  wi£  curiofity  flockdi  I'otmd  the  traveller,  and  greedilv 
firalbwed  his  relations  of  the  magniiSoence  of  the  FrfnO}  ^ 

omirt,  and  dle«atckievements  of  the  duke  of  Anjou^  whom  he  re* 
prefentcd  at  a  young  heiO)  who  had  cruibcd  the  hydra-head 
of  fedien,  difttnguiflled  his  valour  in  the  field,  and  become 
the  glory  7mA  the  bulwark  of  hit  country.    The  PoUs  were 
firock  Willi  the  cbaraiSer,  and  immediately  conceived  the  no* 
tim  of  healing  the  civil  dividons  of  the  k'uigdom,  by  making 
ofier  of  |h^  crown  to  the  doke  of  Jnjou,     T hefe  fenttments 
were  cheriibed  and  confirmed  by  Crajhsii^  who  returned  into 
Fr42na  by  ocder  of  feveral  of  the  leading  men  in  Poland,  and 
ae^ainted  the*  king  and  queen  Catkerim  tha£  nothing  was 
wanting  befides  the  formalicy  of  an  ambafiy  to  procure  the 
aown  for  die  duke  of  JmjoUy  afanoft  without  oppofition.    It 
k  alledged  by  fom«  writers,  that  the  firft  propofals  came  from 
t4ie  court  of  Frunci^  which  f<>ade  wfc  of  the  diminutive  Cra^ 
^tki  as  an  emiflary,  and  for  (ovw^  time  conduced  a  ieries  of 
very  dark  and  myfterious  intrigues.     Charles  IX.  was  jealous 
iAHenry*s  reputation.     He  regarded  with  envy  the  laurels  ga- 
thered by  that  prince  in  a  variety  of  battles,  and  hated  his 
.  krother  on  account  of  the  partiality  (hewn  him  by  the  queen- 
'  Budther.     This  gave  birth  to  the  refolution  of  removing  him 
atadiftance,  and  a  fairer  opportunity  could  not  happen  than 
Ae  prefent  vacancy  in  the  throne  of  Poland.    The  pretext 
was  fo  plaufihie,  that  even  the  queen  and  Henry  were  de- 
ceived, with  refpe£l  to  the  ktng'«  real  defrgns ;  and  imagined 
he  intended  nothing  more  than  to  augment  the  glory  oi  France^ 
and  promote  the  itjtereft  of  his  brother  *.      They  entered' 
heartily  into  the  projefi,    and  feconded   Crafosii's  propofal 
that  a  fplendid  ambafly  might  be  fent  into  Poland.     Accord- 
kigly  Moniluc^  bifhop  of  Vakn^iy  GiiU  de  Noailles,  abbot  of 
UJU,  and  feveral  other  perfons  of  rank  and  ability,  wer^  dif- 
patched  to  Cracow^  where  they  met  with  fuch  a  reception  as' 
'  had  been  promifed  by  Crafisii.     The  afrability,  eloquence, 
and  liberality  of  Montluc  operated  powerfully  on  the  minds  of 
^  Poles^  and 'confirmed  their  favourable  fentiments  of  the 
dttke  of  Anjau.    Sums  of  money  too,  which  were  judicioufly 
diftributed,  made  them  intirely  forget  the  promifes  made  to  the 
houfe  of  Aufiria.     Even  the  league  formed  by  the  legate  was 
ReglcSed,  and  the  chiefs  of  Lkhutma  joined  with  the  princi-^ 
pal  per/onages  in  Peland  to  elevate  the  duke  of  Anjou  to  the 
throne*'.  ^ 

*  FoNTAiNss^  p.  2 14^       ^  Natalis  ComeSj^  lib.  vii  p.  590. 
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Thx^  oppofiiion  roufed  the  Tpirit  of  the  emperor  Mucim" 
liari^  who  determined,  after  he  had  loft  all  chance  of  fiicceed* 
iogy  to  make  the  moft  vigorous  efforts  in  favour  of  Erne/ks. 
He  now  earneftly  folicited  the  ftates  of  the  empire  to  affift 
him  in  purfuit  of  a  crown,  which  he  loft  intirely  by  his  pridie 
and  inactivity.  He  laboured  to  form  a  league  among  the 
German  princes ;  and  folicited  the  ele£^or  of  Saxpny^  who  had 
n6w  abandoned  all  hopes,  to  furniih  him  with  ten  thoufand 
horfe  for  the  fpace  of  a  fingle  campaign,  promifing  that, 
ihould  his  fon  be  ele<Sled  king  of  Poland^  he  would  reftore 
Dantzic  and  the  Prujftan  cities  to  the  empire,  together  with 
that  part  o^  Livonia  which  had  lately  been  feized  by  tbeP^/;;. 
To  the  eledor,  in  particular,  he  promifed  refiitutioii  of  all 
,  ,  the  frontier  of  Lufatia  towards  Saxony,  MaxinfiliarCs  negotia- 
tions  could  not  be  long  concealed  (wm  Gafpard  df  Schembirg^ 
the  French  ambaflador  at  the  court  of  Saxony,  This  minifler 
pofTefled  all  the  talents  of  a  politician,  and  had  gained  the  in- 
tire  confidence  of  Gathering  deMedicis  by  his  addrefs  and  abi- 
lity. He  no  fooner  had  intimation  of  the  defigns  of  the  court 
of  yienna.  than  he  difpatched  an  account  to  Montluc^  and  fct 
out  in  perfon  iox  Cajfel^  to  folicit  the  landgrave  and  the  Pro* 
teitants  of  the  empire  to  affift  the  pretenfions  of  the  duke  of 
jfnjou*  He  gained  the  princefs  Sophia^  widow  of  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick^  a  rigid  Proteftant,  and  the  ftrenuous  enemy  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  Thence  he  went  to  the  courts  of  Wolfm- 
buttle  and  Saxony  ;  and  was  on  the  brink  of  forming  a  power- 
ful alliance,  when  all  his  endeavours  were  rendered  ufelefs  by 
the  forwardncfs  of  the  Polei  themfelves,  who  were  now  pro- 
ceeding to  the  election  of  Henry  de  Vakis.  The  diet  was 
compofed  of  thirty-five  thoufand  Polijh  gentlemen,  five  hun- 
dred only  of  whom  oppofed  the  French  intereftj  and  thefc 
were  fo  afliamed  of  the  d^fpicable  figure  they  made,  that  they 
embraced,  without  foUcitation,  the  opinion  of  the  majoriry ; 
but  the  ambafladors  were  firft  obliged  to  take  an.  oath,  that 
their  mafter  ihould  rnaintainNthe  laws^  liberties,  and  cuftoms 
of  the  kingdom  oi  Poland  and  the  grand  dutchy  of  Lithuania. 
The  following  articles  were  befides  ftipulated ;  That  Henry 
fhould  tranfport  all  his.  efFefls,  and  annual  revenues  inFrance^ 
into  Poland:  that  the  French  monarch  ftiould  pay  the  late  i 
ktn^  Sigifmund's  debts:  that  he  (bould  maintain  an  hundred^  : 
young  Polij7j  gentlemen  at  his  court,  and  fifty  in  otfeer  places: 
that  he  fiiould  fend  a  fleet  to  the  Baliici  to  affift Prfjwrf  againft 
the  RuJJians:  and  laftly,  that //i?»ry  (bould  marry  the  princefs 
/fnne^  lifter  to  the  late  king  Sigifmund ;  which  article  Henry 
/cfufed  to  ratify  until  his  arrival  ija  Poland. 

'  A? 
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'   As  feon  as  the  asnbafladors  had  acceded  to  the  cotiditions 
propofed,  Henry  was  proclaimed,  the  a£fc  of  election  prepared, 
anda  fplendid  ambaiTy,.  compofed  of  thirteen  of  the  chief  per- 
foaagesinthe  kingdom,  appointed  to  wait  on  the  young  king 
mB'afue*    PafTports  were  demanded  from  the  emperor;  but 
Maximilian,  who  was  diffatisfied  with  the  eleftion,  replied,    A.  D. 
that  he  could  not  grant  the  fafeguard  Required  without  con-     '5 74* 
fulting  the  Germanic^  body ;  and  they  again  pretended  that 
the  emperor's  confent  was  abfolutely  necefiary.  Montluc^  how- 
ever, advifed  that  the  ambafly  might  proceed,  fully  convinced 
that  the  emperor  would  not  prefume  to  violate  the  treaties  fub< 
lifting  with  Prance  and  Poland,    He  fet  out  in  perfon  to  Leip» 
Jici  to  prepare  the  way,,  and  the  ambafiy  followed  a  few  days 
after,    The  eledor  had  given  orders  for  their  reception,  at 
the  fame  time  that  he  exprefTed  his  aftonifliment  they  (hould 
not  wait  for  the  paflport  which  they  had  folicitfsd  ;  and  gave 
them  to  underftand,   that,  if  they  proceeded   farther,  they 
might  find  caufe  to  repent  their  ten^erity.     In  a  word,  an  or- 
der was  given  to  prohibit  their  quitting  the  eleftorate ;  but  it 
was  foon  revoked,  and  the  ambafladors  were  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed on  their  journey  \     ,Their  reception  at  the  court  of 
'France  was  onagnificent,  nothing  being ,  omitted   that  could 
infpire  them  with  a  high  idea  of  the  riches,  power,  and  gran- 
deur of  the  monarchy.     Their  arrival  too  afforded  a  feafon- 
able  falvo  to  Henry's  honour,  as  he  was  thereby  at  liberty  to 
break  up  the  fiege  of  Rochelle,  without  diminution  of  his  glo- 
I  ry.  Preparations  were  immediately  made  for  the  young  king's  Henry  de 
departure,  and  he  at  lad  quitted  Prance,  attended  by  a  (plendid  V^Jois 
'retinue,  and  accompanied  by  the  queen-mother  as  far   2&  crowned 
\Lorrain,    The  Poles  received  him  on  the  frontiers,  2Lt\A  coti^  king  of 
dueled  him  to  Cracow,  where  he  was  crowned  a  few  days  Poland, 
after. 

'  HENRY  foon  engaged  the  affections  of  the  Poles,  who 
I  with  admiration  obferved  his  majeftic  air,  and  blooming  vi- 
gorous youth.  They  were  delighted  with  hisigraceful  man- 
ner and  perfuafive  eloquence,  as  well  as  with  the  fluency  and 
purity  with  which  he  expreffcd  himfelf  in  the  Latin  tongue, 
which  at  that  time  came  to  be  deemed  an  eflential  accom- 
pliflimcnt  in  Poland.  They  remarked  with  wonder  the  mag- 
nificence with  which  he  fupported  the  dignity  of  the  monarch, 
without  that  air  of  fuperiority  and  infolence  to  which  they 
had  been  accuftomed  in  th^ir  Ibvereigns.  Here  they  faw  ele- 
vation of  foul  mingled  with  affability,  and  the  politenefs  of 
the  fine  gentleman  united  to  th^  date  of  the  king  i  and  they 

*  6arr£»  Hift.  Allem.    torn.  ix.  p.  156. 
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f  attered  themfelvesy  diat  fo  agreefMe  an  cxtoipr  pra^d 
a  reign  of  felicity  and  j^ ;  hit  fearGciy  was  IZrwy  con- 
firmed  in  the  liiroiie  before  he  beeame  heir  Co  the  cmwa 
and  dorainioQS  of  bis  brother.  Queen  Catierine  had  d^- 
patched  repeated  couriers  to  acquaint  him  with  {be  king*! 
death,  and  the  neceffity  of  his  imiDediate  return.  Hmj 
could  not  think  of  relinquiihing  his  pretenfions  to  the  crown 
of  France  for  the  fak^  of  that  of  Poland^  and  he  was  aware  of 
A.  D.  the  impoffibiliiy  of  retaining  both.  He  determined  therefore 
1575-  to  abdicate  the  latter }  hut,  fenfible  diat  ^tPoks  wouM  oppofe 
his  departure,  he  kept  his  intentions  fecret,  and  watched  the 
He  ahdi'  opportunity  of  (ieaKng  out  by  night,  in  difguife,  from  his  pa- 
catts  the  face.  He  rode  poft  to  Vienna^  and  then  paffed  into  Frma 
a-ifwn.  jjy  ^Yit  way  of  ttafyj  leaving  the  Poles  in  defpair  at  the  fudden 
flight  of  a  prince  from  whofe  adminiftration  they  expeded 
ifcit  return  of  the  Goldeo  Age.  Parties  were  detached  after 
him  by  different  roads,  and  he  was  overtaken  by  ZamesH 
fome  leagues  difiant  from  Cracow ;  but  could  not  be  prevailed 
onr  to  return  by  all  the  prayers,  tears,  and  intreaties  of  that 
nobleman,  who  too  much  revered  the  monarch  to  ufe  vio- 
lence. Some  alledge,  however,  that  Henry  made  him  an  ab- 
folute  promife  to  return,  as  foon  as  he  liad  placed  the  a£ufs  of 
France  upon  a  proper  footing.  The  populace  were  fo  enraged, 
that,  unlefs  the  magistrates  of  Cracow  had  pofted  guards  in  die 
Greets,  all  the  French  then  in  the  city  would  have  been  facri- 
ficed  as  perfidious  wretches,  whofe  blood  only  could  wa& 
away  the  indignity  put  on  the  Polijh  nation. 

HENRT  hid  forefecn  the  coni'equences  of  his  flight,  and 
had  taken  his  meafures  for  appealing  the  people.  Daiaei 
was  left  to  make  his  apology  to  the  republic,  which  he  did  ta 
full  fenate,  unfolding  with  the  utmoft  eloquence  the  motives 
for  the  king's  abrupt  departure.  He  wrote  likeyvife  with  his 
own  hand  to  tHe  chief  nobility  and  clergy;  but  nothing  could 
fati^fy  the  PoUs^  who  thought  themfelves  flighted  by  their' 
monarch,  for  whom  they  had  teftified  the  flrongeft  efteem. 
They  now  acquainted  Henry^  that  the  neceffities^of  the  (late, 
and  the  dangers  which  furrounded  the  republic,  prevailed  over 
their  attachment  to  his  perfon  ;  and  that,  if  he  did  not  imme- 
diately return,  they  would  formally  proceed  to  depofe  him, 
and  cleft  another  fovereign.  The  king  excufed  himfelf  bf 
the  wars  in  which  he  was  engaged,  that  rendered  his  prefencc 
necefl'ary  in  France ;  but,  however,  gave  the  Poles  room  to 
hope  that  he  would  refume  the  reins  of  government  as  foon  as 
his  circumftances  would  permit.  He  1  ike  wife  ^oflered  to  fend 
fuch  minifters  to  govern  Poland  in  his  abfence  as  the  republic 
muft  approve,  becaufe  their  integrity  was  irreproachable,  and* 

their 
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their  abilities  univerfally  acknowledged.    Accordingly  be  dif- 
patcbed  Vwf  de  Pibrac  to  that  kingdom,  a  perfon  who  had 
formed  numerous  friendflitps«  flrong  connexions,   and  had 
gatoed  the  afFeSions  of  the  Polet  during  his  rcfidence  among  * 
them :  however,  the  nation  was  too  much  irritated  to  liflen 
to  expedients ;  and   faftion  began    again   to  rear  her  head^ 
and  excite  a  ferment  in  the  commonwealth.     Two  parties  at 
that  time  divided  Poland^  and  agreed  only  in  the  refolution  of 
depofing  Hemjt  againft  which  atl  the  eloqueiice  and  addrefi 
of  A'^r^ir  proved  ineflFedual.     Accordingly  the  firft  proceed- 
ing was  to  afletnble  at  Steczicza^  where  Henry  was  folemnly  15  July- 
divefted  of  the  regal  dignity,  and  the  throne  declared  va- 
•  cant ".        •  . .        .- 

MAXIMILIAN  now  thought  that  a  fair  opportuoity  of- 
fered for  recovering  what  he  had  loft  the  preceding  year  by 
bis.  indolence  and  haughty  carriage.  He  accordingly  dil- 
patcbed  Henry  Dudith^  a  Hungarian  of  deep  penetration  and 
impenetrable  cunning,  to  form  a  party  in  favour  of  his  fon 
Enuftus.  The  minifter  exerted  hisutmoft  endeavours,  and 
influence  with  the  palatines,  and  formed  a  confiderable  in- 
tereft..  The  primate,  archbi(hop  of  Gnefna^  had  promifed 
bim  hb.vote;  and  feveral  of  the  nobility  had  entered  into  a 
refolution  to  fupport  the  houfe  of  Auftria  at  the  ^nfuing 
eledion,  which  was  appointed  at  Warfaw  in  the  month  of 
December,  At  iif ft.  there  appeared  fomething  extremely  enigr 
matical  in  the  condutd:  of  this  party.  Before  they  ventured  to 
,  diyulgo. their. fentiments  to  each  other,  they  talked  myfteripuf- 
\  ly,  gave  fignificaiit^  hints,  and  thoroughly  founded  the  difpo- 
iiMonsof  the  perfons  whom  they  proposed  draw^g  into  their 
faSion.    At  \s4^  they  all  agreed,  that  it  was  better  Xo  confer  \ 

the  crown  upon  th^  emperor  himfe]f  than  upon  his  fon,  as 
the  dignity  of  the  imperial  diadem  would  give  a  fandion  to 
their  eledion,  and:'deftroy  the  hopes  of  any  competitor.  The 
fenate  ^mbr^ed  this,  opinion,  .and  accordingly  Maximilian 
w^  proclaimed  in  the  dif  t  king  of  Poland  and  great  duke  of 
Lithuania  \  - 

Att  this  while  anothi^r  fa^ioa  had  been  forming  by  the 
fuiftes^  or  thofe  who  declared  in  favour  of  a  prince  a  native 
.  of  the  country.  The  palatines  of  Cracow  and  Sandomir  were 
t  at  the  head  of  this  party:  it  was  their  intention  to  eled  the 
princefs  Anne^  and  marry  her  Xo,Batori^  prince  of  Tranfylvofiia^ 
who  by  that  means  Ibould  be  elevated  to  the  throne.  They 
were,  however,  confounded  with,  th^  fudden  blow  ftiuck  by 

.  *  Struv.  p<x.lib.  vi,    Hei0£iist.  lib^i.  p.  62.        ^.Sl«i- 
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MaximiUan\  party;  and  that  prince  #as  on  the  pmnt  of  being 

eftabliQied  in  the  throne  of  Poland,  when  the  ^irirof^ 

gentleman  overthrew  all  their  defigns^  and  revived  tte  hope  of 

the  Piajle§.    In  imitation  of  the  tributies -of  Rme^  who  bad 

,l£ie  power  of  oppofing  the  decrees  of  the  fenate,  thiaP^ijt^ 

^gentteman  protefted  againft  the  proclaroatioo^  and  with  great 

intrepidity  declared  it  was  violent  and  illegal.    He  was  fiip- 

.    jK>ned  by  the  two  palatines,  the  Ffencb  intefeft,  and  coont 

A.  D.     Tenc^Kj  who  proceeded  to  the  defiion  of  &e  prrnceifs  Am 

157&.    asid  Stefb$n  Batcri^  whom  they  ^accotdingly  prcdaunod  '• 

ST  B  P'H  E  If  B  A  to  R  L 

Stephen        It  was  now  obvious^  that  ftrengtb  ^ni3  celerity  niuH  deter- 
Batori      fnide  which  election  was  legitimlite:  both  parties  wrote  to 
iUaedkingtht  princes  for  whom  they  invd  declared,  iniresting^temtb 
eTFoland.icome  with  all  poffible  expedition  to  take  pofieffion  of  die 
ithtone.    Batori  proved  (he  ^ore  alert :  While  MaxhhUi^  was 
^ifpnting  about  tertain  condifiods^  which  the  Poles  teqAici 
-for  the  fccurity  of  their  ptivS^es,  he  ejDtered  Polfind^  mar- 
ried the  priocefe,  and  was  crowned  by  the  &ft  day  of  Mif 
folibwiBg.     He  appeared  to  poflfefs  fuch  q^oalitaes  as  loon  in-  . 
;*creafed  Ihe  number  of  his  friends,  and  proportionably  leltened 
Hhe  intefeft  of  Maximilian^  w4io  had  fiot  yet  abandoned  bb 
-cilaitn;  butwafs,  on  the  contrary,  preparing  to  treat  :8tf^m  is 
M  ufurper.    All  acknowledged  that  the  new  king  was-alra^ 
Tior  and  politktan  ^  that  ^  was  a^bley  gime^oosy  and  fir- 
^uous.    Befides,  they  knew  the  refp^  whfeh  the  Grafid 
Se^nor  entertained  wc  this  prince,  and  were  fetifible  ^bat  ^ 
'Whole  force  of  the  Otboman  empire  would  be  cfiipkyed  to 
fiipport  his  eleftion.     However,   Maximilian  was  buned  m 
^prdmoting  his  defign  when  death  furprifed  iiim,  and  happily 
extinguilhed  all  appreheriffons  rf  a  civil  vkar>.  ' 

BATORI  begun  his  reign  in  circumilaneesthe  nioft  psofjfc^ 

'ItMis  that  could « be wi&ed.    All  ttee  ptotiilcos-yielddl  imiDe- 

diate  obedience,  while  the  people  in  ^neral  tdttfiedtbe 

'flfroiigeft  attachment  tO'  Im  perien  ( A)^    The  Kitfof  JSanmck 

^  •  .     ..     .      V  ,.-  ..  _  ushered 

**  Barre,  ibid^  torn.  Ix.  * '        *  t'LOR.Tolbn.  H)^  ir.  *  / 

(A)  It  is  fuffident  proof  of  icknov^fedged  ift^rit.    Hfa  M 

JB^/ipri's  abilities,  that  he  raifed  education  was  in  the  cairip,'as 

himfelf  from  a  private  Nation  he  had   in  hts  tartieft  youtih 

in  Tranj^'hama  to    the    fove-  ihcwn  an  inclination  to  arms, 

lei^nty  of  that  country,  and  to  His  cbiiF^e,  tapacfey,  and  pm- 

4e  crown  of  Poland^    by  the  dence,  foon  acquired  Hm  tie 

faircft  ineans,   and^'univerially  efteem  of  the  ibldiersy  and greit 

aodw*- 
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juUl^lfCd.  to  tfee  houfe  of  Auftria ;  and^  though  Maximilians^  the  Dant- 
sow  dead,  refufed,   under  various  pretexts,  to  ackoowledge  zickers 
M^9rp6  Sovereignty.    The  mhabitancs  had  even  the  prcfump-  renvois. 
jtioB  tp  demand  anoatb  from  the  king,  in  acknowledgment  of 
itM^ir  abfolate  freedom  and  in4epende^ce.      Batoj-i  referred 
.tbeixi  (o  the  fenate,  declaring,  that  he  had  no  power  to  give 
4ip  the  rights  of  the  republic ;  and  admonifted  the  Dantzickers 
tQ  ayoi^fUl  ocCafion  of  a  civij  war,  which  muft  neceflarily 
Jjiorsiki^e  to  their  prejudice :  but  the  obftinate  citizens,  con- 
Hfttjng  the  king's  Icnjty  into  fear,  ftiut  their  gates  againft  the 
jimha&dor,  ki^d  upon  thefortrefe  o[  Grdin,  and  publiflied 
^  nsaoifefto equivalent  to  a  libel  on  the  prince  and  the  repub- 
Uc.    Ineenfed  at  tbefe  proceedings,  the  king  marched  againft 
Gffbmp  retook  the  caftle,  and  ravaged  certain  territories  be- 
longing to  the  magiftrates  of  Z)<3«/2;/Vi ;  who  retaliated  on  the 
feeof  Ul^JJaw  and  the  monafiery  of  Oliva^  which  rhey  burnt 
io  the  ground,  to  prevent  the  P<?^i  from  taking  pofleffion  of    , 
(0  itoportant  a  iituatian^  *. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  outrages,  JS^/(?r/ 'renewed  his 
overtures  for  an  accommodation,  confidering  the  Dantzickers 
ftlll  as  bis  fukjeds,  whom  he  ought,  if  poffible,  to  reclaim 
with  rcsaibn;  but  they  were  deaf  to  all  propofals,  which 
obliged  him  to  declare  them  rebels,  and  enemies  to  the  i^ate, 
Zk^fiwsii  was  accordingly  fent.with  a  body  of  troops  to  lay 
fiege  to  the  city ;  but  as  his  numbers  were  not  copfiderable, 
the  Ais/z/^i^n  ventured  to  quit  their  walls,  and  march  into 
the  field '  to  give  him  battle.  They  were  affifted  by  a  corps 
of  Germans^  and  the  refolution  was  formed  of  attacking  the 
Poles  In  their  camp  by  furprize  ;  but  the  projed  was  difcon- 
certed  by  a  fudden  ftorm,  accompanied  with  dreadful  thunder 
and  lightning,,  which  fpread  a  panic  through  the  army,  as  if 

*  Hartnoch,  lib.  i. 

auftority    among    the    people,  fucceflbr  by  the  univerlal  voice, 

who  pitched  upon  him  to  tfanf-  without  his  once  foliciting  the 

aft  fome  difficnlt  negotiations  at  honour,   or    even  entertaining 

the  imperial  court,    which  he  thoughts  of  raifihg  himfelf  fo 

had  the  good  fortune  to  accom-  high    above    his    countrymen, 

pliih  to  the  mutual  fadsfadion  This  laid  the  foundation  of  his 

of  the  parties.    When  the  fu-  future  good  fortune,  which  may 

preme  dignity  became  vacant,  intirely  be  afcribed  to  the  early 

by  the  death  oijohn  SiMnuml^  proofs  he  had  exhibited  of  dif- 

nephew  of  Sigijmund  il.   king  tinguifhed  merit  and  folid  ta- 

^^elatul^  Maferiv/as  nominated  lents  (!)•    , 
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It  had  been  a  judgment  from  heaven,   and  obliged  John  de 
CoUen^  who  commanded,  to  return  to  the  city. 

As  foon  as  they  had  recovered  their  fpirits,  they  failed  un- 
der the  condu£t  of  the  fame  officer  up  the  Vtftula^  and  were 
proceed mg  to  IVarfaw^  when  they  were  attacked  by  thePtf* 
lijh  army,  who  defeated  them,  after  an  obftinate  conflid,  with 
the  lofs  of  eight  thoufand  men  (lain,  a  great  nutnber  of  pri- 
foner$,  and  feveral  pieces  of  cannon,  which,  inftead  of 
abating  the  courage,  animated  the  Dantziciers  to  a  more  vi- 
gorous exertion  of  their  ftrength,  and  incenfed  thein  againfi 
ColUn^  to  whofe  mifcondu£l  they  attributed  the  late  difgrace. 
Cpiien  ufed  perfuafion,  and  at  laft  appeafed  the  multitude  by 
afTurances  that  he  would  take  ample  vengeance  on  their  ene- 
mies,- and  defend  the  privileges  of  the  city  with  the  laft  drop 
of  his  blood*. 

Mean  time  Poland  was  prefTed  on  another  quarter.     TTie 
Irruptions  czzT  of  Mttfcovy^  thinking  the  prefent  Opportunity  Was  favour- 
of  the       able  for  extending  his  dominions,  and  revenging  the  preference 
Ruffians,   given  to  Henry  de  Valoii  in  the  preceding  election,  fent  a 
powerful  army  againft  Revels  and  befieged  that  city  with  great 
fury  and  obftinacy :  however,  atl  his  efforts  proved  ineiFeSual 
againft  the  courage  of  the  garrifon.    He  was  forced  to  relin- 
quifii  the  fiege,  and  content  himfelf  with  ravaging  Livonia^ 
which  he  executed  with  the  utmoft  inhumanity.     Yet  could 
not  this  unprovoked  irruption  draw  Batart  from  his  refolution 
of  laying  fiege  in  perfon  to  Dantzick^  and  purfuing  his  mea- 
furcs  with  the  utmoft  vigour.    The  city  was  invefted,  and 
,  battered  with  great  fury ;  while  the  bcfiegers  made  the  moft 
animated  efforts  in  their  own  defence,  defeated  the  Poles  in  a 
variety  of  fallies.  and  obliged  the  king  to  abandon  certain  ap- 
proaches which  hehad  made  quite  to  the  wall,  and  to  encamp 
at  a  greater  diftance.     Collen  recovered  his  reputation  among 
his  countrymen  by  anions  that  were  fignally  gallant:    he 
headed  every  attack  upon  the  royal  camp,  and  was  become 
terrible  to  the  befiegers,  when  he  periflied  in  a  fally  where 
prodigious  flaughter  was  made  on  both  fides.     Immediately 
the  fpirit  of  the  befieged  fubfided,  and  rendered  it 'evident, 
that  on  C^//^«'s  capacity  and  courage  they  had  fpunded  their 
chief  hope  of  refiftancie.     He  had  not  been  two  days  flain 
Peace        >*^hen  they  fuftained  a  variety  of  attacks,  which  determined 
luitb  the   ^^^  to  have  rccourfe  to  the  clemency  of  Batori^  after  they 
Dantzick-had  obtained  a  promife  from  the  electors  of  Saxony  and  Bran^ 
«rs.  denburg^  in  conjunftion  with  the  landgrave  of  Hejfe^  to  inter- 

pofe  their  mediation.     The  king  was  ndt  difficult  in  the  terms 

•  Flor.  Polon.  lib.  iv.  p.  306. 

he 
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be  demanded.  His  main  defign  was  to  eftabliOi  vepole,  and 
reclaim  the  J^tf^^/z/Vifn ;  and  accordingly  he  figned  a  peace, 
ifrhereby  it  was  fiipulated  they  Ihould  aft  his  pardbn^  acknow* 
I^dge  his  fovereignty,  di(band  their  forces,  and  repair  the 
monaftery  of  0/rV<3 ;  whil^  his  majefty,  on  the  other  hand» 
confirmed  all  their  privileges,  and  promifed  to  grant  them  full  . 
liberty  of  adhering  to  the  Confeflion  of  Augsburg^  of  which 
they  had  for  fome  time  been  ftrenuous  advocates  *. 

BytTORI  had  no  fooner  reduced  Dantzick  to  obedience 
than  he  convoked  a  diet  at  fVarfaw^  to  deliberate  on  the  ^ 
means  of  revenging  the  ravages  committed  by  the  czar  in 
tivomtf^  fupporting  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  retrieving 
the  honour  of  the  nation,  that  was  fullied  by  the  unpunifhed 
and  unreiented  violation  of  treaties.      This  royal  barbarian 
h?d  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  chief  towns  in  the  province :  JF«r  mi^fr 
an  infidiogs  air  of  clemency  inclined  many  cities  to  open  their  Rivffia. 
gates  to  him,  rather  than  by  refinance  incur  the  difpteafure 
of  a  prince  wbofe  power  they  coul^  not  withftand.     Motives 
of  policy  directed  thf  czar  to  perform  his  pron^ifes  to  fome,  in 
order  to  glut  the  more  fecurely  his  bloody  difpofition,  by  6- 
crificlng  the  innocent  credulous  inhabitants  of  others.'  Among 
the  latter  was  the  city  of  Afchtrod^  where  a  great  number  of 
the  Ltvonian  nobility  then  reiided.     As  foon  as  the  burghers 
had  opened  the  gates,  the  Ruffians  began  the  moft  barbarous 
malTacre  recorded  in  the  annals  of  time,  flaughterin^  a))  with* 
out  diftinftion  who  were  capable  of  bearing  arms,'  and  aban* 
Zoning  the  women  and  children  to  the  ihocking  brutafity  and 
the  moft  favage  violations  of  the  Tartars.    Such  was  the  hor- 
ror infpired  by  the  perfidy  arid  cruelty  of  theu*  condud,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Wender  chofe  rather  to  burjr  themfetves  in 
the  ruins  of  an  untenable  to#n,  than  furrender  to  (b  inhuman 
an  enemy.     Accordingly  they  funk  mines  under  their  houfes, 
^nd,  iiot  being  able  to  refift  longer,  they  defcended  gTorioufly 
to  their  graves,  and  perifhed  in  the  vaults  they  had  made  for 
tjiemfelves  and  families.     However,  all  Lrwma^  except  Rig€i 
and  Revel^  bled  under  the  kstx^  fcourge  of  this  infulting 
<?onqueror,  before  the  Pole%  had  entered   qpon   nijeafurcs  to 
?heck  the  progrefs  of  the  czar*s  arms.     At  laft  a  body  of    A.  D. 
forces  was  detached   into  the  province,  JVender  and  Dwmt*     iS7*» 
\urg  were  furprifed,  and  an  army  which  the  czar  h;^d  fenr  to 
retake  the  former  was  defeated  ^. 

Me^n  time  Batori  was  making  great  preparations  to  take 
the  field  in  perfon,  large  fums  of  money  were  borrowed  for 

*  Id.  ibid,  ctiam.    Fontaines,  p,  221.  *  Heidemsten.  * 

wr.  Pplon.  lib.  ix. 
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the  fupport  of  the  war,  and  Chrijiopher  prince  of  7rinfyhanta 
had  orders  to  inin  h]s  majefly  with  al!  the  ftanding  forces  of 
that  country.     Levies  were  likewife  made  in, Germany;  a 
corps  of  Prufflans  and  Hungarians  joined  the  Pales ^  and  the 
royal  army  was  immediately  after  augmented  by  ten  thoufand 
Lithuanians.     With   thefe  forces  the  king  laid  fiegctoPfl- 
/ocz  on  the  Dwina^  one  of  the  ftrongefl  cities  on  the  fron- 
tier, and  a  place  of  great  confequence^  as  it  opened  a  com- 
munication between  Lithuania  and  the  province  of  Livma, 
It  was  one  of  the  towns  which  had  been  feduced  by  the  char's 
fpecious  promifes  to  furrender  its  liberties,  ahd  now  tHe  inha- 
bitants buffered  the  punilhment  of  their  credulity.     As  foon 
Cruelty  of  as  the  flujjians  received  advice  of  the  approach  of  the  PoUJIi 
the  Ruf-     army,  they  refolved  to  put  all  the  citizens  to  death,  thinking 
fians.         to  flrike  terror  by  this  means  into  the  king's  troops.    The  moft 
ibocking  fpe^lacle  which  fancy  can  imagine  was  prefented  to 
Batori  as  he  advanced  :  a  prodigious  number  of  mangled  bo- 
dies, fattened  to  planks,  and  panting  In  the  laft  agonies, 
*  ^  were  rolled  by  the  rapid  tide  of  the  river,  dyed  with  human 

blood.  .  Nothing  could  be  more  dreadful  than  the  wanton 
ufelefs  barbarity,  which,  inftead  c^f  terrifying,  animated  the 
moft  ardent  fpirit  of  revenged  The  Poles^  finding  their  can- 
non made  fcarce  any  imprefBon  on  the  W^lts9  mounted  to  thfc 
afTault  with  burning  torches  in  their  bands,  fet  fire  to  the 
wooden  fo«*fications,  and  would  have  reduced  the  city,  and 
confumed  the  garrifoh  to  afhes,  bad  not  a  deluge  of  rain 
baffled  their  endeavours.  At  laft  the  Hungarians^  incenfed  at 
the  refiflance  of  the^efieged,  and  encouraged  with  the  king's 
promife  of  diftributing  the  whole  booty  among  the  foldierS) 
advanced  to  the  walls  amidft  the  furious  difcharge  of  artillery 
from  the  ramparts,  applied  their  torches,  and  foon  put  the 
whole  in  a  blaze ;  upon  which  the  Mufcovites  furrendered  at 
.  difcretion.  It  refleSs  the  higheft  honour  on  Satori^  that  ht 
did  not  retaliate  upon  the  garrifon,  though  he  had  fcenes  be- 
fore his  eyes  fulEcient  to  authorize  the  keenett  revenge.  A 
variety  of  Germans  were  found  in  the  city,  fome  expiring  un- 
der the  moft  dreadful  tortures,  and  others  dead  of  pains  which 
human  nature  could  not  fupport.  The  blood  freezes  sit  the 
very  recital  of  fuch  barbarities  as  were  here  committed.  Se- 
veral of  the  officers  had  been,  dipped  in  cauldrons  of  boiling 
oil,  with  a  cord  drawn  under  the  flcin  of  the  umbilical  region, 
which  faflened  their  hands  behind  ;  in  which  wretched  ntua« 
.'  tion  their  eyes  were  torn  out  from  the  fockets,  or  burnt  with 
red-hot  irons,  .^nd  their  faces  otherwife  cruelly .  mangled. 
The  disfigured  carcafes  evidently  declared  the  barbarous  tre^tr 
njcnt  with  which  they  had>  m^t,  and  the  dreadful  tale  was 
4  cofl- 


MMRttncA.  %y  ib&  teftiinony  of  the  few  who  furvived.  The 
Polijb  foldieis  were  wrought  up  to  ^  degree  of  ms^dncfs:  they 
eagerly  fought  to  Uy  violent  h^n^s  on  the  bloody  authors  of 
tbi&  tiF^gedy*  znd  fcarce  aU  i3<7/49rrs  authority  could- pfeveht 
tbq  whole  M^fcmU  garttioa  from  falling  a  facrifice  to  their 
cefentnjent* 

Ti^£  redudion  of  fokcz  ted  the  way  to  other  advantages. 
-Two  detachments  from  the  arrtiy  penetrated  the  enemy's 
country  l^.4iffercnt  rbads,  wafted  all  before  them  to  the  ga^g 
<)f^j^a2!fis//f»^nd  returned  with  tlie  fpoilsof  two  thou(and 
iQvmo^'and  villages^  which  th^y  had  piflaged  and  deftroyed  : 
6ich  w^s  the  crud  method  of  carrying  on  war  in  the  northern 
lungdpm^* 

^  It  15  remarkable*  that  the  Swtdes  waged  war  at  the  fame  State  ef 
ticae  in  ZivQnia^  ana  were  deemed  equally  the  enemies  of  the  Poland 
Falsi ^^d  Mujiovites.    Revel  had,  fihce  the  laft  reign,  put  it-  amf  Swe- 
feH  ifodef  the  protie^Bon  of  thb  crown,  and  was  niaintained,  den« 
a<;cording  to  the  SweSfi  writers,  by  a  garriibn  plac^  there  by 
duke  JiSn ;  a  cincucnftance  about  which  the  PoUJh  hfftorians 
are  intirely  filent    They  acknowledge,  indeed,  that  the  Poles  ' 
were  a,t  war  with  the  Swedes  and  Mufiovites^  the  Swedes  with 
the  P^les  and  Mnfcovius^  and  the  latter  with  the  Poles  and 
Swedes,,  each  ftrivii^  to  g^in  pofleffion  of  the  province  of  Li- 
vonia^  and  committing  tne  moft  cruel  ravages  on  the  territo- 
ries of  the  others.    The  reader  has  feen  the  particular  of  this  - 
irregular  triple  wat  in  the  Hiftory  of  Sweden\  and  it  would 
only  be  loading  the  mesiory  with  fads  which  difgrace  human 
nature  to  be  more  particular  in  this  place  (A).     Suflicietit  it  is,    . 
that  the  Poles  and  Swedes  at  laft  determined  to  compromife 
their  diiFerences,  and  fall  with  united  forces  on  the  favagei2»A 
jfid»r,  whofe  numbers  feemed  to  ipcreafe  under  the  moft  oloody 
and  feemmgly  decifive  viflorics.    At  the  time  when  this  ac-    -A.  D;    ^ 
^ommodation  was  fet  on  foot,  Pontus  de  la  Gar  die  y  a  French     1579' 
gentleman  in  the  Swedijh  fervice,  to  whom  king  John  had 
given  his  natural  daughter  in  marriage,  was  beiiegmg  Oefel^ 
after  having  made  great  progrefs  in  the  reduSion  of  the  coun- 
try.   Now  the  religious  contentions  which  arpfe  in  Sweden 
prevented  diat  monarcih  from  bearing  his  (bare  in  the  Mujio* 

^  UniviHIft.  vol.  3Daii|.  p.  7. 

(A)  The  reader  will  fieitJave  recifisd  fe  the  Snvedlfif  Hiftory ; 

'Aat  We  have  purpofely  omitted»  it  being  owe  intention  only  to 

for  the  fake  or  faievity,  a  vmety  relate  fnch  ciKamftances  as  are 

ef  difpiites  between  S^vitedm  and  itferently  <el4  by  the  hifioxjaas 

f^mi^  tbat  hare  alrea^  fatea  of  eacheonntry* 

1/4  viti 
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viie  war,  which  Batori  was  left  to  profecute  fingly,  and  with- 
out any  other  afliftance  than  what  arofe  from  bis  own  cou- 
^  rage  and  the  afFedion  of  bis  fubjefls.     However,  he  thought 
it.  fufRcient  that  he  was  at  hberty  to  employ  the  whole  ftrength 
of  Polfirid  againft  the  czar  ;  and  accordingly  made  the  moft 
vigorous  preparations  for  ppening  another  campaign,  which 
he  doubted   hot  would   bring  the  war  to  a  fortunate  ^iflue. 
Early  in  the  feafon  John  Sariowzamoskiy  who  had  diftinguiihcd 
himfelf  againft  the  Swedes^  was  appointed  general,  and  fent 
with  a  powerful  army  to  inveft  PleshWy  one  of  the  ftrongeft 
r?  T    *^*"^^  ^"  poffeffion  of  the  RuJ/tans.     The  ftrong  caftle  of  0/- 
bejteged.     ffow,  fituated  in  an  ifland  which  covered  the  city,  was  firft 
.    '  attacked,  in  order  to  open  a  way  for  regular  undifturfoed  ap- 

proaches, and  carried,  after  an  obftinate  defence  i  in  which 
the  RuJ/ians  had  (hewn,  that  they  vyerc  not  deliitpte  either  of 
courage  or  military  genius.     Upon  this,  trenches  were  opened 
before  Pleskow,  and  the  king  arrived  in  the  camp  to  dired  in 
perfon  the  operations  of  the  fiege.     The  garrifoh  coniified  of 
(even  thoufand  men,  the  walls  were  extenfive  and  ftrong,  and 
the  enterprize  required  not  only  a  numerous  army,  but  the 
utmoft  vigilance  and  condufl.     The  city  was  fupplied  with 
all  kinds  of  provifion,  and  was  watered  by  numerous  ftreams, 
,    that  not  only  fupplied  the  garrifon  with  water  and  fi(h,  but 
greatly  difturbed  the  befiegers,  by  filling  their  trenches,  and 
irequently,  upon  a  flood  of  rain,  deftroying  jtheir  works.    It 
flood   in  the   midft  of  a  fertile  plain,  and  was  bounded  by 
'    rugged  hills,  which  pinched  the  Polifh  camp,  a,t  the  fame  time 
.  that  they  were  at  too  great  a  diftance  for  their  batteries.   For- 
ty monafteries  furrounded  PUJkow^  and  not  only  added  greatly 
to  the  beauty,  but  to  the  ftrength  of  the  city,  ferving  for  the 
purpofe  of  ftrong  baftions  joined  by  the  walls.     A  ftrong  cita* 
del  rofe  in  the  center,  which  was  maintained  by  a  fcparate 
garrifon  of  two  thoufand  Mufcovites^  and  feemed  in,  a  man- 
ner impregnable.     So  formidable  an  appearance  ftruck  terror 
into  fome  of  the  Tolijh  officers,  who  advifed  Batori  to  rclin- 
quifh  an  enterprize  which  might  prove  fatal  to  his  reputation, 
and  lay  fiege  to  Novogrod\  bjut  he  defpifed  their  pufillanimity, 
and  feemed  to  be  animated  by  the  difficulties,  in  furmounting 
which  he  (hould  only  acquire  more  glory.     At  firft  the  garri- 
fon made  vigorous  failles j  and,  relying  upon  their  own  ftrength, 
fought  a  kind  of  pitched  battles,  in  which  they  were  almoft 
always  defeated.     AfKfted  by  the  townfmcn,  who  were  ex- 
tremely numerous  and  warlike,  they  poured  forth  like  a  tor- 
rent, and.  called  for  the  exertion  of  all  Baton's  courage  and 
condu(5l :  at  la^  the  MufcoviUs^  perceiving  they  ^ere  weak- 
ened by  repeated  defeats^  witlbout  in  the  leaft  ilackening  the 
"'    "  opera* 
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.  operations  of  the  PoUs^  refolved  to  ibut  themfelves   within 

dicir  waUs",    and  content  themfelves  with   merely  defenfive 

meafureK     The  Aij  confined  their  attacks  to  one  quarter  of 

:  the  town,  while  the  Germans  and  Hungarians  were  battering 

another.     The  moment  the  latter  efFeded  a  breach;  they  de- 

<  termined  toftormjt;  but  their  commander  being  flain,  the 
troops  were  difpirited,  and  would  have  been  wholly  routed, 

,  had  not  the  Poles  come  to  their  relief,  marched  up  the  breach, 
and  planted  the  Polifh  ftandard  on  the  tower  of  Porcbotu, 
Their  valour  was  imitated  by  the  Hungarians :  .z  lodgtpent 
.  was  effected,  and  the  garrifon  on  the  point  of  fubmitting, 
when  the  brave  Swisky^  who  commanded,  mounted  his  horfe, 
though  covered  with  blood  and  wounds,  re-animated  the  Muf^ 
C9vit€s  by  his  example,  led  them  back  to  the  breach,  and 

,  checked  the  progrefs  of  the  affailants  on  the  brink  of  the  laft 
ditch  funk  for  the  defence  of  the  tower.  T^e  clergy  them- 
felves came  to  the  attack,  and  infpired  the  troops,  by  their 
moving  difcourfe,  with  all  the  fury  and  ardour  that  religion 
was  capable  of.  imparting  :  the  PoUs  firft  gave  way,  and  were 
ioWovftA  \>y  t\\t  Hungarians^  after  they  had  maintained  their 
ground  for  the  whole  day,  expofed  to  a  galling  fire  from  the 
artillery  of  the  tower,  and  the  mufketry  and  arrows  of  the 
garrifon,  equal  to  them  in  number. 

I       But  the  Poles  did  not  confine  themfelves  to  the  fiege  of 

1    Plesiow:  detachments  entered   the  enemy's  country  in  dif- 

I  fcrent  quarter^,  and  reduced  a  great  number  of  cities,  towns, 
and  fortrefles  ;  deftroying  at  the  fame  time  an  infinity  of  vil- 

[  lages,  and  laying  all  wafte  around.  This,  together  with  the 
neceflity  to  which  the  brave  garrifon  of  Pleskow  was  reduced, 
humbled  the  pride  of  the  czar,  and  obliged  him  to  propofe  an 
accommodation'  by  means  of  the  pontiff,  whofe  intereft  hm 

\    gained  by  a  folemn  promife,  that  he  would  eiFecSb  an  union  of 

I  the  Gr^^i  and  Latin  churches,  and  acknowledge  the  fuprema- 
cy  of  the  .  holy  fee.  A  fplendid  ambalTy  was  Tent  to  Rome^ 
magnificent  prcfents  were  made,  and  the  nuncio  Poffevinus  ac- 
cordingly was  appointed  to  begin  negotiations  for  reftoringthe 
tranquillity  of  the  North.  What  made  the  czar  more  earnefi: 
in  fuing  for  peace  was  the  entrance  of  a  Swedijh  army  into 
Livonia^  under  Pontus  de  la  Gardie^  who  drove  the  Ruffians 
out  of  fVtkkej  Wefenberg^  Totjburg^  and  was  laying  fiege  to 
Narva^  after  having  furprifed  Iwanogrod  on  the  oppofite  bank" 
of  the  river.  Nor  was  Batori^  on  the  other  hand,  averfe  to 
a  pacification.  He  faw  that  all  his  advantages  ferved  only  to 
'^in  the  enemy's  country,  without  producing  any  advantage  ' 
to  his  own  :  he  had  loft  forty  thoufand  men  by  the  1-igour  of 
thefeafony  the  fatigue  of  fieges  and  marche$, -and  the  defpe- 

rate 
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rate  valour  of  the  ^rifon  of  PJeshfo,    The  fevorlty  of  dw 
winter  obliged  the  Po/es  to  convert  the  iiege  of  this  piao)  Mia 
a  blockade,  which  harr^ied  the  troops  a$  much  asoiore  vig(^ 
Xous  operations,  as  they  were  perpetually  in  arms^  ta  prevent 
being  fvirprifed  by  the  ipirired  Suiisiyy  who  was  endeavom- 
ing  to  aflemble  all  th^  ^ghbouring  garrifom,  in.  wdter  tp 
give  battle  to  iht,  Polfj7>  general  Znmosih     Difealbs  now  s^. 
peared  in  the  camp,  in  confec|Aience  of  the  extremity  of  dK 
cold,  and  the.fcarcity  of  proyilions.     The  huts  and  tents  io 
which  the  ibldiers  were  lodged,  were  converted-  into  (oBi 
,         frozen  Tnow;  and  the  centineU,  though  relieved  evaj- hottr, 
were  frequently  found  dead  -  upon  their  pofis,  or  fo  chiUaly 
that,  when  t4iey  recovered  their  natural  heat,  th^  were  feiamt 
with  ardent  fevers.    It  is  true  that  Swisky  fell  into  an  amtNif- 
cadc,  while  h^  was  endeavouring  to  furpriie  the  Polijh  caaaipfr 
but  the  advantage    gained   by  Zamoiki  was  ioconfideraUi, 
though  it  w^s  purchafed  with  the  lives  of  a  tbouds^  ^  bis 
beft  fotdiers.    In  a  word,  every  circumftance  coiici|rr«ii  ki 
rendering  the  king  of  PtfA?^^  tired  of  a  war,  in  which. b&si:'' 
quired  nothing  befides  the  reputation  of  a  fkilful  general,  and 
an  aSive  able  monarch.  He  liftened  therefore  to  the  perfuafioos 
Pf0C9nvitb  of  the^ nuncio,  and  at  laft  figoed  a  peace  at  ^apcliai  where-. 
Kiiffia,       by  the  czar  yielded  up  Livonia^  ibe  very  province  which  kid 
occaiioned  the  rupture  r  while,  on  the  other  band,  the  king  j 
of  Poland  withdrew  his  forces  froip  PUskow^  and  reftoced  aUl 
the  places  he  had  taken  from  the  Abdfcovitis.    Upon  tbe- 
whole,  Baiori  gained  no  other  advantage  fronei  this.war>  be- 
fides that  of  difabling  a  powerful  turbulent  neighbour  bom. 
again  difturbing  his  government*  He  h%d  fuftained  great  loSiss^ 
^  but  they  bore  no  proportion  to  the  fufieringftof  bis  eoemy,  J 
who  facrificed  thef  lives  of  four  hundred  thoi&nd  of  his>  fiib-   | 
je£U  to  the  deGre  of  reducing  a  province  which  did  qat  conr 
tain /oma(\y  inhabitants.     Befides,  all  the  provinces. com- 
poftng  tbe^<f^/s  frontier  were  intirely  deiblated^  acdtcoo*  I 
verted  into  a  49fert,  and  theRuffians  were  cut  ofF  from  all  cqeo-  j 
munication  with  the  Bahki^  (hut  up  in  their  forefts,.^]^-  j 
eluded  from  all  commerc€  with  other  nationst  and  de|urii(ed  i 
of  eyery  outl^^  except  what  the  frozen  fea  afibrdcd  for  a  few 
months  in  the  year  S 

BATQRI^  haying  eftabliflied  the  public  repofe^  applied  his 
attention  to  the  €;tvil  government  of  his  kingdom^  the  ftrid 
adminiflration  of  juilice,  the  forming  laws»  corre<9bing  tbe 
abuf(;$  which  had  grept  into  government  during  the  late  lu* 
mult  and  confufion,  and  putting  his  cavalry^  the  chief  natural 

•  FxoR.  PoloD^  lib,  iv;  p.  3^7. 
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Inngtb^  u^  the  beA  f<K>ti^«  '  Ia  eMiy  .dUiig  be  dt^lsifeJ* 
rh«fage,  provident^  aiul  vigitamt  inonaitii*  F^cMH  lifiti-^^he 
fv^  di^Iry  received  thofa  regolaclons'inftikb  toAdeMd'thenf 

C»  fovmidoble  ta  the  JE»j$bff#,  Tttr/S^,  and  Mher  fi^ightours^ 
lad  bf  whkh'tbey  are  governed  at  this  day.  They  ^re'ex^ 
(ftilerit  i€  the  rhnb,  though  they  now  require  thof^  reforrtia'-^ 
ivm  whkh  fheimprovertyents  in  the  art  of  war^  and  in  felence 
iivieneraly  hath  intrG»d«feed  aHidi^  the  other  Muffipean  fta-^ 
ti0B8\  This  is  the  mflitary  eftab^tnent  to  a4iich  the  PSlef 
Imtegiveft  the  appellation  of  ^^fMrr/<ll»r,  becMfe  a  fbartb'of 
birreveoue^is  affigned  for  its  cna^memnce.  BaiPn  (ent  this^ 
body  of  cavaby  towatdB  the  frontiers' of  7<ir/i9rjr^  to  c^eck  the 
iacttHionsof  thofe  barbarians ;  by  whKch  means  the  Ukraine^  a 
«2ft  in€t  of  defert  coinf ty,  wad  filied  with  flooriAfing  towns 
and  tillages^  and  formed:  into  a  fttong  barrier  againft  the 
Turhj  Tanurs^  and  Mufco^hes. 

f  But  the  tidealure  tivac  refieiEb  thr  gresiteft  glory  on  the  Batorl  itf- 
iftcmofyof  fltfW/'fV'wa»  the  politic  method  he  took  of  difci->/irj&« /i^/ 
Rifling  the  Ctffiitksi^  and  attach i^  nheiii  to  the  Polr/h  crown  *».  Coflacks 
This  people  derive  their  name,  according  to  Ai&0rio  Fimtria^'^o  Poland. 
bom  ihc'Si'lavdJiic  word  Coza^  which  figniiies  a  goat,  either- 
beexofe  they  cloqithed  ihemfelves  with  the  skin  Sf  that  ani-. 
aili,  or  lived  Hke   it  in  wocds^  mountains,  and  forefts.    ^ 
Otbers  iiffirtn^  that  the  word  Cojjlic  fignifies  robber  in  the 
SAmffian  language ;  and  that  the  people  who  now  bear  this 
aamc'detfaice  their  origin  from  a  fet  of  banditti,  who  fled 
;ftom  ttei  neighbouring  countries,  and  fettled  in  the  iflands 
fermfcd  in  the  outlet  of  the  Borifthenes.    They  Hved  by  plun* 
dcr,  and  maideinturfions  through Tirtery  and  Turkey  even  to" 
tke  gMs  of  Csnjkmtinofle.    They  alfo  commiteed  piracies  on 
tte\Biftfi*Srtr,  and  promifed  fa^if  for  becoming  aWe  naviga- 
tors.   They  ibon  e^ttended  thelr^  country  above  an  hundred 
leagues  in  kiiigth,  atld  became  a  formidaUe  powerful  people  ; 
and  tbemaflfer^  of  a'  territory  fo  prolific,  that  half  the  com  ia 
yearly  wafted,  fOr  want  of  the  means  of  tranfporfing  it  to 
ethcr^ouAtriet.    The  Gvffikh  were  efteemed  ftrong;  robuft, 
g^lani,'  and^  generous  fbldiers,  ftrongly  attached  to  liberty, 
and  fCDpatient  uhd^  the  mildeft  reftri<fiion»  which  rendered 
tbdr  government  fo  irregular.    They  profefled  the  Greek  reli- 
ffon  ingenehi!^   though  thany  followed  the  tertets  of  the 
churth  of  J?«W7i^;  and  fome  ertilbraced  the  do£lrines  of  LMer. 
Thei*  language  Is  a  dialled  of  the  Sclavonic^  extremely  fofit 
aad  nitttical,  as  it  abounds  in  diminutives.    They  generally 

'  HaiDENSTEN.  lib.  ix.  ^  Gucr.  civil.  dePolon.  lib.i. 
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%bt  on  horfdttdc,  though  the  C$ffa£h  occafionally  difinouot 
fince  the  days  of  JBtfsTm*  No  troops  in  the  world  can  better 
f  ndure  the  extremities  of  cold  and  hunger.  They  live  whde 
caunpaigns  on  a  kind  of  coarfe  black  bifcuit,  which  thejr  eat 
with  garlic.  They  never  intrench  themfelvesy  their  wa^oas 
being  their  only  fortifications,  in  which  they  defend  them* 
lelves  with  great  obftinacy.  Such  were  the  men  whom  Ba^ 
refolved  to  render  ferviceable  to  P$landy  to  civilize  .and  iii* 
ftrud  in  the  alts  of  war.  and  peace.  His  firft  endeavour  wai 
to  gain  their  afFedion  by  his  liberality ;  for  which  purpofe  be 
prefented  them  with  the  citf  Tecbttnurawa^  fituated.on  diA 
Berifihemsj  which  they  formed  into  a  magazine,  and  the  re* 
fidence  of  their  chieftains.  He  gave  them,  officers  of  ail  de-^ 
grees,  eftabliflied  difcipline  among  them,  altered  their  arms, 
and  formed  them  into  a  regular  militia,  which  afterwards  pe(% 
formed  eminent  fervices  to  Poland.  All  kinds  of  trades  aoi 
^  snanufaSures,  then  known  in  Poland^  were  erefled  amoog 
the  Coffacks.  The  women  were  employed  in  fpinning  aoi 
weaving  woollen  and  linen  cloths,,  while  the  men  were  cul* 
tivating  the  earthy  and  learning  the  art  of  brewing,  malting, 
and  baking  K  , 

In  this  manner  was  Batori  employed  w(hen  the  ^wedis. 
broke  the  convention  te^pt&ing  Livomaj  and  were  on  the 
point  of  gaining  poiTcffion  of  Rigai  in  contempt  of  Ae  Mema 
treaty  fubfifting  between  the  two  crowns.  Batori  had  pro* 
mifed  the  inhabitants  intire  liberty  of  confcience ;  but  was  un*; 
fortunately  prevailed  on  to  fend  a  miffion  of  Jefuits  thither,  ia^; 
order  to  convert  the  people  to  the  Catholic  faith;  which  fo 
irritated  tl^em  that  they  revolted ;  and  their  fyndic,  Gottord 
tf^ellingery  was  pradifing  the  means  of  introducing  a  Sweifi 
garrifon  into  the  city.  As  foon  as  the  king  received  advice  of 
the  confpiracy  he  mounted  the  pofpotitet  advanced  an  army  to 
JRiga^  and  built,  a  fortrefson  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  Dwim 
to  keep  the  enemy  within  bounds,  and  prevent  their  making 
incurfions.  Thefe  vigorous  fteps  foon  convinced  the  rebel- 
lious citizens  of  the  neceffity  of  imploring  pardon  ;  for  which 
purpofe  they  folicited  the  mediation  of  the  duke  o(CourUmi\ 
but  Batori  would  liften  to  no  excufes,  being  refolved  to  punilh 
their  difaflFedipn  with  the  utmoft  feverity.  However,  befoie 
Det^h  of  he  could  execute  his  vengeance,  it  pleafed  Providence  to  carry 
Baton.  him  off,  as  fome  alledge,  in  a  violent  epileptic  fit,  in  the 
fifty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  tenth  of  his  reign.  . 
.  A  F£W  months  before  his  death  Batori  endeavoured  to 
prevail  on  the  diet  to  fix  the  fucceffion,  with  a  view,  as  was 

•  Cheval.  Hift.  dcCofla:. 
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hnagined,  ti  retaihtng  the  crown  iii  bis  own  fiimHy^  and 
inranfmittiofg  k  to  his  brother  a&  be  had  no  iflue  himfelf.  All 
bis  attempts  howevet  proved  fruitlers  ; ,  the  ftates  were  re- 
(blved  to  exclude  their  ihonarohs  from  tU  influence  10  elec- 
dons,  and  to  preferv^  their  own  rights  inxrjolate^  wMcb  gswo 
great  offence  to  Batori^  who  had '  never  in  any  other  partis 
ciilar  deviated  from  the  conftitution.  Except  in  this  fingle 
inftance  his  conduct  was  irreproachable.  Prudent,  gallant, 
■£Hve,  and  juft  even  to  rigour,  he-equally  commanded  the  ret 
i|>e£t,  and  won  the  affedions  of  his  people.  His  vigour  and  b^ 
reputation  w(»i  him  the  crown ;  his  wifdom  and  vigilance  pre-^ 
ferved  It  dntamiflied  by  the  fmalleft  blemifh,  and  tranfmittcd  it , 
in  its  full  luftre  to  his  fuccefibrs.  Yet  with  all  his  good  fenfe, 
thei'e  was  a  violence  in  his  temper,  which,  fometimes  tnin& 
ported  him  to  an  excefs  bordering  upon  madnefi :  (o  this 
otfpofition  one  writer  afcribes  the  fit  whidi  occafioned  bis'n^V  ^ 
death.  The  fight  of  the  envoys  from  Riga  threw  him  ioto  ^^i 
a  i^ge,  that  ended  in  an  univerfal  fpafmof  the  nervous  fff-^ 
tettr  *  (A). 

The  death  of  Batori  feon  involved  Poland  in  frcfli  fcencs  '^^  jy 
of  confufion,  notwithfianding  the  prudent  regulations  made  j^^^] 
to  preferve  unanimity  among  the  eieAon.    As  foon  as  the 

^FtOR.Polon.    HsiDEKSTiiify  ibid.      ,  .    . 

(A)  To  this  day  the  Poles  re-    lewbg  epitaj^i,  compofed  wltj^ 
jvere  the  memory  of  Bator h  and    intention  it  ihottld  be  inicribed 
aicribe  to  him  literally  all  the    on  his  tomb, 
virtaes  enumerated  in  the  fol- 

In  templo  plus  quam  facer dos. 
'  Jn  repubUcd  plus  quam  rex* 

I  In  fententia  dicenda  plus  quam  juris  confukus* 

In  exercitu  plus  quam  imperator. 

I  In  ode  plus  quam  miles,  .    i       * 

Ih  adverfif  perferendis  injuriifque  condonandisy  plus  quam  aw'-— 

In  publico,  lihertate  tuenddy  plus  quam  ct*uis, 

I  In  amicitid  coknday  plus  quam  amicus* 

In  conmi^u  plus  quam  familiams. 
I       <    .       In  'oenadwe  ferifque  damandisy  plus  quam  Le§, 
In  tetd  re&qua  vita  plus  quam  phmfiphus* 

)  His  paffion  for  hunting  was  (b  was  adtaated;  by  other  mocivesy 

\  freat,  that  he  removed  his  re>-  and  particulariy  the   defire  of 

ndence  to  Grodno  in  Lithwmia^  living  at  a  diflance  from  his 

I  for  the  grater  ^conveoieQcy  of  queen»    who  was  /ibove   fixty 

;  parfuiag  thatdiverfion;  though  years  of  age,  when  policy  in- 

ithas  been  imagined  that  he  duced  him  to  marry  her  (i)« 

(i)  F/tfT,  P#&0t  l\h^  iv«  pagn  349.     TvnU  lih,  iv, 
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Aiet  was'offinMed,  a  deem  pufled  jthsii  ih^  momii^AoM 
'  be  ddSed  by  the  uaivief&l^iKiiidom;  i^.  iii^  dfipvties,  windier 
iRtf//>fr  m-  Luhuaman  \  nd  thai  whoever  anter^  ^m^  ^ 
baby  or  iaAmM»  to  diftufh  the  pabiic.tc9aqviiUj^5  .*&<MlUte 
iiag»<led4M  ^aefDy^tO'tbetflat^,  «od>4«danq4  a  trMOf.  It 
ipas  ^fb  deoveed,  that  comiptiem  (b^iddbe  wi^Sii.i^ 
the  Gocifisdenaon  made  bfxm  the  «Ie£ikv»(9f  iifi«f»'/^/^j 
le^peifting  idigion,  fiiould  be  obferved  » .  aod  ibf^.  tbe  nep 
ting  Omild  fNTonUlis  to  recti  therd^Cfiee  ^,^^^4^/^^ 
oat  agmft  Chrj^^it  Zhrm/ki.  The  occaftw  ^fvltoijfi* 
cfet  u«ot  fpec^Bed  in  any  io£  the  Pi^  WMisiilb»lb^4Fe:«inr 
to  our  hands.  It  la  prdbaUe  thai  :h(B  ib^etfWAJaoiif  fhM 
Ihecaufe  oftlie  tnfaabitafitsofii^,  as  he;>wiks  fi^^iMri^ 
biB  a  fallower  of  the  Ltftherm^o&x'meii ,  jmd^Sk.  ^tMAli 
handle  to  his  gicat  rival  Zamefiii  to  pfwuia  1^$  ^Afe^9imfd 
.  baniflunem.  The  dietnow  took  ^ari  ^m^^^tn^sni^ik^ 
rmwki,  and  deprived^  Taums^  of  his.comnMlfigNI^  '#hkdh^iiw 
beftowed  t»  Nichtks  Heria^^.who:  then  (joinmilKMibe 
troops  in  VMima*  Zamoski  oppofed  the  refolutiOB  yof  lAe 
flatcs^  and  ibotb  the  ctuefis  .caci»:«o  the  siifit»:HMendf<i!hr 
.  noawroMS  afmfesiof  their  friends  aad.depofideAts.  xl^.tfi 
^  endearaum  .of  «die  ^rchbt&<?p  tof  ircei^i  .and  otk^M^ 
prudent  perfonagea  in  the  government^  were  rendered  abor- 
tive by  the  prWaie  cantinolity  ^f  tieo.  aiafaiittQua  noblemeo, 
neither  of  whom  could  bear  an  equal  in  the  adtniniAritigD, 
Mr  :a  rival  in  the  4ctng'ft  favour. 

The  £/#ihki[fimm5'encfeafed  the  f)€Mk:  difttirbaflees,  4iyjii-' 
Ming  that  Podolia^  Vhlbtnia^  zfti  Lrvoniay  whieh  chey-iM 
bad  been  difinembered  from  their  dutcfay,  {houldbettumtd 
to  it,  and  theP^/^i  firipp&d  of  all  thofe  rights  which  they 
bad  ufurped  Crom  the  dutchy.  It  was  alledged,  ihe  repub* 
lie  had  eieded  the  two  laft  kings  without  the  participatioo 
^  of  the  dMtchy ;  that  (be  had  fei\t  aii  amba%  to  Rftne, 
without  fo  much jas  acquainting  the  Latbrnnianx  with.tbeLtn- 
tention  of  the  ambaiTy ;  befiides,'.in  the  preTent  iifftaoce>  it 
looked,  th^£ydy:as  if  they  bad  a  de^gn  of  4x)iifliing  tke 
freedom  of  eleftiaos,  by  introducing  an  armed  force  to  over- 
awe and  intimidate.  To  oompleie  the  foene mf^fiJcord,  the 
Pfuffians  fent  in  a  long  bill  of  grievances,  which  tkeyde- 
nandedihoQld  immediately  be  redfiefled.  Thefr  coQtiflaim' 
tfasy  vmre  opprrfU  wilb  uxes^tlmt  all  proferments,  eitta 
hmotttable  oc  lucrative  in  their  country,  werrbeftomck<P 
foreigners ;  that  feveral  Dantzici  m^ebaiHmeA  were  dettoned 
in  D^rtm^ky  for  dd«8  owing  byH*te  repuUic  and  citiiwi  tf 
Poland  \  with  a  variety  of  other  particulars,  which  it'Wwd<l 
be  tedious  to  ^iiy  :   but  thediet  gave  no-eae  toowpi^^f 
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raifiJd'TAtffcTyto  mate  an  advantage  of  the  prefent  ftate  of 
'ftffatrs.    They  were  therefore  r^-mitted  for  examination  to  a 
fhort  feafohablc  opporttinicy ;    and   in*' the  rtican  time  the 
ftatcs  proceeded  to  give  audience  to  the  foreign  miniilers* 
'  The  competitors  for  the  crdwn  were  the  princes  £rif^.  Tie  axm- 
MaUhiaSy  stnd  Maximilian^  0f  Che  hotlfe  xrf  Auflria*^    Sigif-  didausfat 
muni  prince  of  Svjuden^  nephew  of  ktng  Sfgifirttind  AuguJiuSy  the  cr^^mm^ 
the  plredeceflbr  oi  Henry  4e  Vahn  5    and  Tbet^dmrn  czar  of 
Mttfcovif.    Each  of  thcfe  had   a  feparate  party;   and  were 
eqailly  ^poled' 1:^  (he  IPiaJies  faction,  which  declared  in  fa- 
vour of  a  natfve  of  Poland,  aftd  the  Grand  Seignior,  who  ef- 
"pafcd  the' nephews  of  tli^  late  k^t^g' Bat&ri.    The  princes  of 
|i/i^rMi  had  gained  to  their  intereft  the  powerful  family  of 
'Ztiv^owski^  the^head  bf  which   had   taken  refuge  ^%  Vienna 
duffing  his  baniflimenti   and  th6  count  de  Goria^  a  hoWc-p 
marf   of  corlfiderable    infl«enc^»     His  'biiSh   rendered  the 
ftidet'of  Sweifetk  e!xtremely^  agreeable  to  ihe  PoUs^  who  con- 
fidefijd  hitii  aS*  th^  defc^ndant  of  the  royal  houfc  ^fjageihy 
'  rtndtst  whtcfi  titey  had  been  happily  governed  for  a  feric^  trf 
ycitj.    Theodore^  graYid-diike  of  )jz(/^^,  was  chiefly  fupported 
%  the  Litbuamdns,     He  had  rendeffed   his  pretcnifions  tole* 
"raWy  popular,  by  a  (cheme  which  he  offered  of  incoirporating 
Tils  vsSft  ©ftipire  wfch  th6  republic?,  and  thereby  cutting  off  a5 
oceafi^'for  ^hofe  bloody  contciit«>ns  which  bad  depopulated 
iMitb  iisotifttf ii^s«     Thougti  ibis  propofal  was  liable  to  fufpi- 
i  cion  in  point  of  illncerity,  and  to  nnmberlefe  orher  objec- 
tions, yef  It  wa&  embraced  with  avidity  by  the  Litbuaniamy 
%ho  ^^cre  the  naoft  expofed  to  the  rncurfions  and  ravages  of 
OncMufiovUes: '  The  Luthefanf  fdzrfd  the  opportunity  of  re- 
cover'fng  certain  privileges  wliich  they  bsrdwrefted  from  them 
in'ttelaft  r^ign,  and  fpfmed  lb  "powerful  an  intereft,  that 
fliore  ^as  granted  th2in^€vert  the  conftitutitm  admitted.  THcy 
'not  only  obtaiiied  a  perpetual  liberty  of  confciencc,  but  cer- 
i  .'^.ift  political  iniinUmties,  \vhi<fh  gaVfe  fb  mnch  offence  to 
thepriniatt  that  hfe  qaittad  ^the  aflembly.    'What  was  very 
extraordinary,  they  jdined  with  ttitf  Auftrian  faftton,  efpotifed 
I9  the  {Jape's  nuncio,  Zhrouoski^  count  da  G^ka  palatine  of         * 
foftiAftiii^  and  the  cardinal  RadzivlL    They  wcTe^by^  much 
the  iii6r^  numerous '  patty ;    biit  ^Stgifrtund  was  ftpported .'  by 
%  'the  icfiate  ^  the  flower  of  the  Polij/b  army  iinder  lamoskt^ 
together  with  the  affeftions  of  the'  people.     Of  this  party 
Were  likewife /the  primate,  the  bifhops  In  general,  and  the 
i    chancellor,  ailof^vham' retired  itom  ff^a^atvy  and  held  ia 
,    feparjtte  aflembly  in  the  ncighbCHirhood.     nttcZamcsiiy  by 
;    ^'8  vigilance,  prudence,  and  fuperior  policy,  broke  all  the 
I    ^afurcsgf  the  oppofitcfaftioni    upon  \Wilcli  the  JLftfA^*»/t 
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percdviDg  they  eould  not  obtain  the  crown  for  a  prihceof 
the  houfe  of  JuJIrioj  joined  themfelves  to  the  Lithuaniani^ 
and  cfpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  czar  of  Mufcovy,  Here  too 
they  were  unfuccefsful  ^  the  Lithuanians  had  confined  them- 
felves for  forty  days  within  their  camp,  which  they  ftrongly 
entrenched  ;  but  the  count  de  Gorka^  having  been  gained  by 
the  Sivedijh  pirty,  difconceried  their  projefls,  and  efFeded  a 
niajority  in  favour  of  prince  Sigifmund.  For  fome  time  the 
Lutherans  znd  Lithuanians  Rood  out  i  but  being  intimidated 
by  Zamoskimih  his  regulars,  and  perceiving  that  the  nation  in 
general  was  inclined  to  a  prince  of  the  houfe  of  Jagelloj  they  at 
laft  confented  that  the  prince  of  5z(;^/i?«  fliould  be  proclaimed 
king  on  the  ninth  day  of  Augujl,  The  queen  dowager  indeed, 
who  was  fifter  to  the  queen  of  Sweden^  was  chiefly  inftru- 
mental  in  putting  the  crown  on  the  head  of  her  nephew,  al- 
,  though  no  notice  is  taken  of  this  circumftance  by  the  Polijii 
writers^.  We  have  already  feen  the  oppofition  made  by  the 
ftates  of  Sweden  to  the  elecSion  of  Sigifmund^  and  the  reftric- 
tions  which  they  laid  on  ^he  young  prince,  as  abfolutejy  ne- 
ceflary  to  the  fecurity  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  prefervation 
of  the  Lutheran  religion,  Sigifmund  having  been  bred  in  Ca- 
tholic principles.'  It  is  time  to  fee  what  meafures  the  friends 
of  the  houfe  of  Aujiria  took  to  fupport  the  intereft  of  Maxi- 
milian^ who  alone  of  the  three  candidates  of  that  family  per- 
fifted  in  his  claim. 

Th£  nuncio  and  Zborowski  fafliion  were  no  (boner  ac- 
quainted vvith  the  eledion  oi  Sigifmund^  than  they  proclaimed 
Maximiliany  and  fent  an  ambafly  to  that  prince,  requefting 
bis  immediate  prefence  in  Poland^  as  the  fureft  method  of 
frince  of  completing  what  they  had  begun ;  while  on,  the  other  hand 
Sweden*,  Zamoski  and  his  party  demanded  of  the  prince  of  Sweden^  that 
andM&X'  he  would  unite  Livonia  io  Poland i  maintain  a  fleet  at  his 
imilian  ^own  expence,  for  the  proteftion  of  the  Polijh  commerce; 
provide  a  fupply  of  arms  and  ammunition  ?for  carrying  on 
the  MufcGvite  war,  as  the  czar  feemed  difpofed  to  break  the 
late  treaty ;  remit  the  fums  due'  to  Sweden  on  account  of  the 
money  borrowed  by  Sigifmund- Augujl  us  \  relinquifli  all  the 
claims  oi  Sweden  upon  Poland  \  and  laftly,  fwear  to  obferve 
all  the  articles  prppofed  to  Henry  de  Valois.  EJlhonia  was 
the  great  bone  of  contention  between  the  two  kingdoms; 
befides,  the  Poles  and  Swedes  were  mutually  jealous  that  the 
young  king  would  aft  partially  in  favour  of  one  or  other  <?f 
the  nations ;  the  fornicr  dreaded  his  being  a  Swede^  the  latter 

*»  Univ.»Hift,  vol.  xxxiii.  p.  l88.    Puffbnd.  torn.  iv.  Iib.iv. 
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was  no  lefs  appreheniive  of  his  being  a  Catholic,  and  c6h-^ 
fequently  of  the-fame.  principles  with  his  new  fubje£ls.  Mar* 
tin  Linkwobki  was  appointed  to  cbmplioieht  him  in  Swedeni 
and  the  bifhop  of  Jvladijhwy  with  feveral  lords,  had  cjirec-^ 
tions  to  receive  him  in  the  rosid  of  Dantzick^  and  to  offer  him 
the  oaths  upon  the  pa^a  comanta^  before  he  (hould  enter  the 
kingdom.  Some  of  the  articles  were  fcrupled  both  by  king 
Jom  and  his  ion;  both  feared  giving  offence  to  the  Swedes , 
and  they  were  oblifi;ed  to  promife  to  the  diet  of  that  king^ 
dom,  that  Sigifimma  would  rather  abdicate  the  throne  of  P<7- 
bnd  than  cede  any  of  the  rights  or  territories  of  his  native 
country.  At  laff,  letters  from  the  Swedijh  ambaffador  at  Cra-- 
tow  removed  all  fcruples,  as  they  affured  the' prince  that  no- 
thing more  than  his  prefence  was  wanted  to  fecure  the  crown 
upon  the  moft  equitable  and  honourable  conditions;  In  con^ 
Jequence  he  embarked,  and  arrived  fafe  with  a  large  fleet  at 
Dantzick^  where  he  took  all  the  oaths  required,  except  what 
refpeded  Livonia^  Nothing  more  was  wanting  to  fecure  the 
afie£lion8  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  Polijh  nation  ;  accord- 
ingly Zamskiy  entering  the  capital,  had  manifeffos  printed 
and  difperfed  through  the  kingdom,  declaring  the  legality  of 
Sigifmufuts  eledion,  and  his  aifent  to  the  paSfa  convenia.  He 
likewife  fignified  to  the  nuncio,  the  imperial  ambaffador, 
and  the  miniffers  of  foreign  princes,  that  Sigifmundw?^  eledied 
by  a  majority  of  the  PdUsy  whi|e  his  competitor  was  only  no- 
minated by  outlaws*  who  hoped  to  repair  their  ffiattered  for- 
tunes, by  the  civil  wars  they  were  endeavouring  to  excite,  or 
under  a  monarch  whom  they  expected  to  govern,  becaufe 
they  alone  had  efpoufed  his  intereff. 
These  declarations  were  anfwered  by  fimilar  writings  pub- 
I  liihed  by  the  oppofite  party,  to  fupport  which  Maximilian 
was  already  advanced  to  the  frontiers  of  Poland,  and  had  taken 
the  oaths  required  by  the  conffitution.  He  was  attended  by 
a  body  of  forces,  which  were  joined  by  a  number  of  troops 
levied  by  Zhorowsii^  and  approached  within  five  miles  of  the 
capital,  with  intention  to  befiege   it;    but  all  his  fchemes  « 

were  difconcerted  by  the  aSive  Zamoski^  who  gave  him  bat- 
tic,  defeated  his  army,  killed  two  thoufand  Germansy  and 
oWi^ed  Maximilian  to  retire  precipitately  with  the  remainder 
to  Silejia  (A).     This  vidlory  was  foon  followed  by  another 

flill 

(A)  Some  writers  alledgc,  that  to  him  at  Oli*va,^m  the  neighs 
Ma««///Vf» had  a(5lually laid  fiege  bourhood  of  Dantzick.  He 
to  the  capiul  before  Sigi/mund  hoped  to  gain  pofTeffion  by 
had  taken  the  oaths  propofed    means  of  a  fecret    correfpon- 
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Maximi-  ^^  ^^^^^  decifTve,  as  it  proved  fatal  to  the  litmfty  ef  Mom^ 
lian  t'wice  miliaiu  Having  paid  his  coiaplitnents^Sij^/miii'oa  his  ar« 
defeated,  rival  at  Cracow,  Zamssii  (u  out  in  purfiiit  of  MmiimUMy 
and  tokens  who  had  been  joined  by  a  body  of  Hmgarlms  on  the  fron- 
pri/oner.  tiers,  where  he  was  colle<^ing  his'  fcattered  troop9,  and  aug« 
menting  his  army  with  new  levied  brought  by  Zbdrswiku  The 
^chduke  retreated  as  the  Polijh  general  advanced,  and  de- 
ferred coming  to  a£lion  until  he  had  afTembled  a  fuperior 
force.  He  was  purfued  from  TVillun  (o  Witzen^  and -from 
thence  to  Biczycna,  where  at  laft  he  made  a  ftand,  was  at- 
tacked,'and  defeated  with  great  flaughter.  At  firft  theCi^ 
facb  were  put  in  cbi^Aifion  by  the  Hungarians ;  but  Zanuski 
coming  up  with  the  P^liJh  cavalry,  foon  repulfed  them,  made 
terrible  carnage,  and  forced  the  archduke  to  take  &elter  in 
Biczycnay  where  he  furrendered  prifoner  at  difcretion  after  a 
fliort  refiftance.  So  complete  a  viftory  fixed  the  crown  on 
the  head  of  Sigljnmnd^  and  raifcd  Zam^sU*a  glory  almoft  to 
the  higheft  pitch,  though  his  clemency  to  the  prifoners  like- 
wife  encreafed  its  luftre.  He  treated  Maximilian  with  all  the 
refpe6t  due  to  his  quality,  as  the  fon  and  brother  of  an  em- 
peror ;  and  difplayed  fo  much  moderation  to  fiich  of  the  Zh* 
rcwiki  family  (his  inveterate  enemies)  as  fell  into  hi^  hands, 
^at  they  could  not  but  equally  admire  his  valour,  magnani- 
mity, and  policy.  Great  numbers  immediately  fwore  alle- 
giance to  Sigifmundy  and  believed  that  jufiiee  muft  be  on  diat 
fide  which  was  graced  with  every  other  virtue.  Cracow  blaced 
with  rejoicings,  and  the  whole  kingdom  was  a  fcene  of  tumuU 
tous  mirth,  except*  the  few  places  poflefTed  by  ZbtrewiH^ 
who  never  abandoned  the  hope  of  placing  the  unfortunate 
archduke  on  the  throne,  and  thereby  recovering  his  own 
lofies,  and  procuring  a  revocation  of  the  fentence  of  baniih- 
ment  pafled  upon  him  through  the  intereftof  his  rivals 

*  Fontaines,  lib.  V.     Hartnoch,  lib.  i.  cap.  ii. 


dence  which  he  carried  on  with 
fome  Gerjftans  who  inhabited 
the  fuburbs,  and  had  under- 
taken tojodge  two  regiments 
privately  in  their  houfes.  Za- 
fnoski  had  inteliigence  of  their 
defign,  fafFered  thei  two  regi- 
ments to  enter  the  fuburbs, 
then  fet  fire  to  tlie  houfes,  which, 
he  confumed,  together  with  the 
archduke's  foldiers.  Upon  this 
tile  fiege  was  raifed,  as  our  au- 


thor relates,  and  MaximiUt» 
drew  up  his  army  in  the  plajn, 
with  intention  to  g^ve  battle*, 
Z^m9skit  who  was  equally  eager 
to  come  to  a  decifive  action,  ad- 
vanced, attac)ced  the  ^eoay,  and 
after  a  (harp  confli^,  which  laft- 
ed  for  two  hours,  obtained  a 
con^plete  vidory^  oUigiag  the 
archduke  to  retire  tofiefiochw* 
whither  he  did  not  Uiink  it 
neceffary  to  purfue  hiro  (i). 


(1)  HArt.  lib,  i.  f^r/.u.  p,  xoj. 
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With  refpeft  to  the  imperial  court,  every  face  was  co-' 
vered  with  fadhels,  ftiai^e,  and  cpnfufion.  They  confidered 
the  defeat  arid  captivity  of  Maximilian  as  a  diftonour  to  the 
whole  empire.  The  prince$  talked  of  takinjg  up  arms  /qr 
fiis  releale,  and  placing  him  by  riiere  force  on  the  PoUJk  * 
throne ;  but  neither  the  difpofitlon  of  the  emperor,  nor  the 
donjuiifture  were  favourable  to  fo  vigorous  a  meafurc.  iJ*^- 
^(7i^^^j  was  timid,  weak,  9nd  purillanimous,  equally  afraid  of 
the  threatened  invaiion  of  the  Turks  on  the  one  hand,  and 
^e  united  efforts  oi  Poland  and  Swedtn  to  fupport  Sigifmurki 
on  the  other.  He  preferred  pacific  means,  and  accordingly 
folicited  the  pontiff's  mediation,  who,  in  compliance  withi 
his  requeft,  fent  the  political  cardinal  4ldohrandini  to  Poland^ 
to  accommodate  matters,  and  endeavour  to  procure  the  arch- 
duke's releafe.  The  court  of  Vienna  was  extreoiely  defiroiis 
that  Maximilian  might  be  allowed  to  preferve  the  regal  title» 
thoOgh  he  fliould  renounce  all  claim  to  the  crown  f^  Poland. 
This  point  was  particularly  recommended  to  the  artful  pre-*  * 
late,  and  be  exerted  his  utaK)fl:  addreis  in  bringkig  it  to  ef- 
feft;  though  to  no  purpofe.  Sigifmund  indeed  diilpwyed  great 
dignity  and  moderation  upon  this  occalion  :  •  he  w^s  crdvifed 
by  his  friends  to  demand  a  larg^  p^cuniaiy  ranfom  for  the 
airchdtike  j  and  die  examold  of  Charhi  V.  with  refpeft  to 
Ac  Premb  kli^  was  fet  before  him.  The  carainjl  even  of- 
fered a  conftd^abje  Aimj  provided  MdxifiAHdn  vm^  be  per- 
mitttd  to  bear  tlie  title  of  niyalty ;  but  Sipfrriund  rcj^ied 
with  true  magBanimiCy— «*  The  CroWti  of  Poland  I  Wffl  not  g.  jr 
**  divide ;  it  fhtflt  either  ht  the  archdifktf's  or  mine;  but  as^^^^^*^ 
"  for  a  ratifom,  I  do  n6t  imagme  that  ainy  ^thdrity  is  ftfffi-  aeaero/ifj. 
*^  cient  excufe  for  a  meaii  aftion.  Gharie's  V.  rcltiafed  Fran-- 
"  fiVfor  afum  of  nioney,  arid  thereby  brought  di^l-ace  on 
•*  his  imperial  diadem  j  for  tiiy  owft  part,  1  arii  faftisfied 
•■  with  the  advantages  Whiefi  Providence  hath  givett  me.  ovcf 
"  tof  competitor,  and  (hall  ne^t  aidd  infult  to  mfisfortarie.  I 
*  fiall  give  Ma^tmHian  his  liberty,  arid  not  obJige  him  to^ 
*•  buy  it^/'  He  impcrfisd  no  othtt  conditions  than,  that  h€ 
frould  renddnee  bis  claim  to  the  crown  of  Poland,  promife 
never  to  rdbrhe  it  tipon  any  preface  durfiig  his  reign;  that 
he  flioiild  lay  afldc  the  tltl*  and  arms  ^Pdands  reftbre  cer- 
tatftterritorles  to  touftt  C<;?w,  wKch  had  been  violcrtily  feijsed, 
a«Ml  tffe  bis  utnfKrfff  infineiice  tx>  maintain  all  the  treaties  be- 
iweeh  Poland:,  and  tfec  courts  of  Vienna  and  of  the  princes  of 
tte  hckife  ^  Aiijfria.  Maximlian  W2ti  on  the  point  of  ac« 
c^ti^g  the  ccMditions,  When  fome  Satcerir^  ^cy^iefts  laidT 

^  Id.  ibid.     Connor,  torn.  i.  let.  iii« 
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before  him  by  Zborowski  made  him  alter  his  (entiments ;    bat 
he  foon  grew  tired  of  confinement,  found  all  his  hope^  were 
-^     delufivc,  and  figned  the  articles ;   upon  which  he  was  imme- 
P'    diatcly  releafed.    The  agreement  was  ratified  by  the  emperor, 
^^^'     and  Maximilian  was  conduced  under  a  Pdlijh  guard  to  the 
frontiers  of  the  empire,  where  he  foon  difcovered  his  inch"-, 
nations  to  break  through  all  his  engagements,  and  ibewed 
that  malevolence  which  liitle  minds  ever  exprefs  towards  thofe 
who  excel  them.     He  detefted  Sigifmund  for  the  obligations 
which  he  owed  him,  and  could  hardly  refrain  from  ordering 
violent  hands  to  be  lard  on  the  guard ;  but  the  emperor  para 
a  more  religious  regard  to  his  faith,  and  the' duties  of  reli- 
gion and   gratitude.     He  even  apologized  for  his  brother's 
conduft,  which  he  afcribed  to  his  difappointmeflt  and  the 
rage  of  an  unfuccefsful  ambition  :    he  obliged  Mi^ximiUan 
to  make  the   renunciation  he  promifed,  and  to  fulfil  every 
part  of  the  treaty  which  the  emptfror  and  Germanic  body  bad 
not  only  ratified  but  guarantied  "*• 

SIGISMUND  III.  furnamed  DE   V  A  S  A. 

Sigif.  .  SIGISMUND^  furnaroed  de  Vafoy  was  now.  firmly  efia- 
mundlll.bliihed  on  the  throne,  as  far  as  ragarded  competitorsy  tho' 
it  was  plain  that  a  vacancy  in  the  throne  of  Sweden  would 
His  policy,  again  difturb  the  public  tranquillity.  On  bis  acceffion  he 
A.  D.  bad  been  bound  down  to  fuch  reftri£tions,  by  the  diets  of  each 
1590.  kingdom,  as  rendered  it  next  to  impQffible  for  him  tg  retain 
both  crowns.  It  was  this  prince's  maxim  however  not  to  an-, 
ticipate  evil  :  he  now  refQlved  to  govern  Poland  in  the  fame 
manner  as  if  he  had  a  certainty  of  always  wearing  the  dia- 
dem of  this  kingdom.  Accordingly  he  began  his  adminillra- 
tion  with  recommending  it  to  .the  diet  to  deliberate  on  efiix^ 
tual  means  for  flemming  the  torrent  of  corruption  which  had 
over-run  the  kingdom,  and  which  had  like  to  be  attended 
with  fuch  fatal  confequences  at  the  laft  elefiion ;  for  to  the 
corruption  of  the  members  he  afcribed  thofe  civil  divifions 
which  had  almoft  terminated  in  the  deftruftion  of  liberty. 
While  the  nation  was  divided  againfl:  itfelf,  fome  prince 
would  one  day,  he  faid,  find  his  way  to  the  throne  by  the 
fword,  and  cut  down  all  thofe  barriers  which  they  had  for 
fo  many  years  been  erecting  in  defence  of  their  privileges. 
A  fpeech  to  this  purpofe  from  the  throne  could  not  but  in- 
fpire  the  people  with  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  royal  jufticc, 
and  intention  to  promote  the  good  of  hb  fubjeds  :  it  pro- 
duced that  eifedt,  and  funk  deep  in  ,the  heart  of  the  P^Us^ 
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who  aflured  his  majefty^  that  they  hoped  the  prefent  ag^ 
would  never  be  expofed  to  the  confequences  of  another  elec« 
tion ;  yet  out  of  refpe£l  to  his  majefty's  recommendation, 
^  they  would  do  all  tliat  lay  in  their  power  to  deftroy  that  venal 
fpirit  which  too  generally  prevailed  among  ail  orders  in  the 
republic.  At  this  diet  it  was  likewife  ordained,  that  the  part 
of  LivMnia  belonging  to  Poland^  (hould  be  governed  fucccf- 
iively  by  a  PoUJh  and  Lithuanian,  palatine ;  and  means  were 
thought  of  for  retraining  the  unbounded  licences,  and  bar* 
barou$  incurdons  of  the  Coffacks  into  Turkey  and  Tartary^,  ' 
which  it  was  apprehended  might  involve  the  republic  in  a 
war  with  the  Por/ir;  but  thefe  deliberations  were  now  too 
latCi  The  Tartars^  to  the  number  of  feventy  thoufand  men,  ^  .  , 
had  eroded  the  Borijihenes^  with  a  view  of  retaliating  on  the^^^  r^^^ 
CoJfackSi  who  had  furprifed  certain  veflels  upon  the  coafts  of  t^rs  ^bo 
the  Bkck  &tf,  and  plundered  Cojlovia.  They  were  encamped  ^^.^  ^^^^. 
between  the  lake  Amadoka  and  Leopold  in  Prujjia^  ixomedlyde- 
whence  they  Tallied  out  in  large  detachments,  and  laid  wafte^o/^^. 
all  the  adjacent  country.  It  was  neceflary  to  give  an  imme- 
diate check  to  fuch  ruinous  irruptions,  and  for  this  purpofe 
Zamasiij  the  hero  of  the  ftate,  was  fent  againft  them  with 
an  army,  to  prevent  theii*  penetrating  into  Poland,  A  Turk-' 
ijh  army  encamped  in  TValachia  watched  the  fuccels  of  the 
Tartar  irruption,  determining;  to  fall  upon  Caminiec  if  an 
opportunity  olFered,  by  the  Tartars  gaining  any  confiderable 
advantage.  Zamoski  penetrated  into  their  defign,  and  there- 
fore Urongly  fortified  this  bulwark  of  Poland  againft  the  Otho- 
man  power;  after  which  he  put  bimfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
Coffacks^  and  went  in  purfuit  of  the  Tartarian  army,  though 
double  the  number  of  his  own  forces.  The  Cojf'axks  had  fuf- 
tained  two  defeats  before  his  arrival ;  however  they  were 
now  animated  by  the  prefence  of  a  general  who  had  always 
been  victorious,  and  fired  not  only  with  a  defire  of  wiping 
o(F  the  late  difgraces,  but  of  fignalizing  themfelves  under  the 
eye  of  fo  excellent  a  judge  of  valour  and  conduS.  Their 
ardor  drew  them  into  a  fnare,  in  defpite  of  the  remonftrances 
of  Zamoski^  who  had  forefeen  all  the  confequences  of  ^heir 
blind  impetuofity;    but  they  extricated   themfelves  by  their  ' 

courage,  and  the  valour  and  capacity  of  the  Polijh  general. 
The  cham  had  joined  the  Tartars  with  a  reinforcement, 
which  augmented  that  army  to  an  hundred  thoufand  men  ; 
but  even  with  this  prodigious  force  the  cham  would  nQt  ven- 
ture to  give  battle  in  the  open  plain  to  Zamoski*  Inftead  of 
this  he  drew  on  the  Cojfacks  by  (kirmiftes  into  a  defile,  which 
he  had  furrounded  with  a  triple  line  of  his  troops.  The 
P^U  ufed  his  utmoft  influence  with  the  Cojfacks  to  check  their 
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Itfdor )  but  tHey  pu(bcd  on,    and  were  foon  hedged  in  <m 
every  fide   by   an  almoft  impenetraUe  nuofxart  of   armed 
Tariats.    In  this  fuuattoa  they  offeted  to  capttubte ;    but 
the  cbam  wo\M  liften  to  no  other  terms  than  their  furrender* 
log  at  difi;:xeUoo9  which  dirove  them  to  de^ir,  and  produced 
the  refolution  of  felling  their  liberty  at  the  higheft  pike. 
They  encouraged  eadi  other  never  feo  ft»rrender»  but  to  fight 
it  out  to  the  laft  drop  of  blood  (    they  began  a  furious  at? 
tack,  and  foon  made  terrible  carnage.    The  cham  faw  bit 
fon  killed  before  bis   face,    and   was    himfelf  daagcrouflf 
wounded.    His  people  lay  flaughtered  in  heifis,  yet  be  could 
not  think  of  yielding  the  victory  to  a  handful  of  men,  who 
fought  under  the   greateft    difadvaotages.      This  obftinacy 
tended  only  to  the  d«ftru£lion  of  his  people  :  after  the  fiejd  was 
intirely  covered  over  with   blood,  the  ibUiers  sit  laft  ddkrtti 
their  prince,  who  mud  infallibly  have  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  CoJUuis,  but  for  the  extraordinary  efforts  erf*  a  few  of 
his  faithful  attendants.  The  fcatxered  remains  had  taken  (hd- 
ter  in  an  adjacent  wood,  from  whence  they  were  loon  forcad 
by  famine,  and   barbaroi^y  maffacred  by  the  Coffiuks  as  they 
appeared.    In  a  word,  of  this  whole  formidable  aroiy*  only 
the  cham  and  a  few  of  his  officers  reached  th^ir  oyvn  coun- 
try :    all  the  reft  were  either  flain  in   the  field,  butchered 
after  the  battle,  or  ftarved  to  death  in  their  retreats  and  lurk- 
ing places.    So  complete  a  viflory  encouraged  the  CiffiiHs 
to  make  an  irruptbn  into  Tartary^  from  whicb  all  the  au- 
thority of  'iamoski  could  not  diifuade  them.     Regardieis  uf 
his  threats  aiid  admonitions  they  puflied  on,  deilroyed  every 
thing  with  (ire  and  fword,  and  had  near  produced  a  ruptuse 
between  the  republic  and  the  PprU^  too  wide  to  admit  <)f  any 
remedy  **. 

Not  contented  with  the  ravages  committed  during  the 
winter  the  Cejfacks  began  another  expedition  early  in  the 
A.  D.  fpring,  and  plundered  feveral  Turkish  veflils,  who,  relying 
1593.  upon  the  faith  of  treaties,  were  refrefeing  on  the  coaflw 
the  Black  Sia.  Next  they  entered  Chirfontjuu  and  with  their 
fuccefs  rofe  in  their  barbarity.  Neither  age  nor  fex  was 
fpared ;  they  firft  pillaged,  and  then  maflacrcd  the  inhabi- 
tants. Such  enormities  at  lail  kindled  the  wrath  of  Amtttfith 
the  Turkijh  emperor  :  he  attributed  the  wrhole  to  the  PcA^ 
republic,  which  he  imagined  might  have  checked  the  incur- 
fions  of  the  Cojfacks,  He  therefore  pointed  his  vengeance 
againft  Poland^  direded  the  Tartars  to  make  an  irruption 
into  that  kingdonrH  and  iillied  orders  to  his  ba&aws  to  r^ife 

**  Hartnoch,  lib.  2.  cap.  ii.     Fontaines,  cap  v. 
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forces^  and  f<^ond  the  Tartarian  irruption  with  a  powerful 
army.    'Tht  Tartars  chearfully  obeyed  an  order  fo  agreeable 
to  their  own  inclinations :    they  thirfted  for  revenge,  entered 
the  Poltfi  frontier,  arid  marked  their  way  with  blood  and  hor- 
ror.    Even  i\ii^  Cojfacks  themfelves  were  outdone  in  barbarity. 
Loaded  with  fpoils  they  were  returning  to  their  own  country, 
when  they  were  furprifed  by  the  Cojfacks^  defeated,  difperfedy 
and  totally  ruined.     Zamoski  too  was  advancing  to  oppofe  the 
Turkijh  armyi  now  intimidated  by  the  fate  of  the  Tartars  : 
jic  was  too  prudent  however  wantonly  to  bring  on  a  war  with 
the  Otbmtm  empire,  by  juftifying  the  conduS  of  a  fet  of 
freo-booters,.  who  paid  no  regard  to  treaties,  or  the  law  of 
nations.     On  his  approaching  the  Turkijh  camp,  he  fent  a 
trumpet  to  the  bafliaw,  acquainting  him  that  the  republic  in> 
tended  nothing  more  than  to  defend  her  own  territories,   and 
repulfe  any  attacks  upon  her  dominions.     He  likewife  defired 
to  know  in  what  manner  he,  was  to  regard  fo  powerful  an  ar- 
my as  was  then  encamped  on  the  frontiers  of  ff^alachia,  and 
gave  the  Turkijh  general  to  underftand,  that  an  expFicit  decla- 
ration was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  prevent  bloodfhed.     To  this 
mefla^e  the  bajhaw  .replied,  that  he  would  offer  no  hoflilities, 
provided  the  Coffaiks  were  punifhed    for  their  unprovoked 
ravages.   /This  brought  on  a  negotiation,  which  terminated  ^^^'"'^'^ 
in  a  treaty  and  entire  reconciliation,  under  the  aufpices  of ''^^  ■^'^^^'* 
the  BngUJb  ambaffador. 

It   was    about    this  time  that  Sigifmund  had  a   confe- 
rence with  his  father  the  king  of  Sweden  at  Revel,  where  h& 
fpent  a  month,  and  withfiood  all  the  fo) {citations  of  his  pa- 
rent to  abdicate  the  crown  of  Poland^  from  an  apprehen^ 
iioa  it  might  occafion  the  lofs  of  the  crown  of  Sweden,  #We 
have  already  feen  the  event  of  this  interview  ^ ;    (hortly  after 
which  3^fl^«  died,  and  thereby  opened  the  yff2iy  (or  Sigifmund  f^e  M- 
to  afcend  his  throne.    It  was  impoffible  for  the  Poltjh  diet  to  ^^^^^  *°  '*' 
refufc  the  kirfe  leave  to  vifit  Sweden  upon  fo  important  an  oc-  ^^^'^^^  9f 
cafion ;    yet  they  gave  their  confent  with   reluflance,  and,  ^^^dcn, 
remembering  the  condudt  of  Henry  deValois,  loaded  the  mo- 
narch with  a  variety  of  reftridlions,  and  exafted  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  oaths  and  proteftations  that  he  would  foon  return,  and 
tranfadl  nothing  during  his  refidence  in  Sweden  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  republic.     Sigifmund  kept  his  word  :    he  even  ex-  ♦ 
preffcd  a  partiality  iowdirds  Poland,  and  by  this  means  incurred 
the  refentmem   and  jealoufy  of  the  Swedes.     His  religious 
principles  rendered  him  more  attached  to  the  PoleSy  and  the 
unfeafonablc.  prejudices  in  this  way  which  he  had  difplayed, 

<  Univ.  Hilt.  vol.  3txxiii.  pag.  191, 
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ftill  widened  the  breach  between  him  and  the  Swidijh  nation« 
Superflition  had  fo  far  blinded  his  underftanding,  that  he  in^ 
fifted  on   being  crowned  by  Malajpina^   the  pope's  legatei^ 
A.  D.    contrary  to  the  conftitution  of  the  kingdom,  and  was  oppofed 
'594-     by  the  primate,  the  fenate,    and    particularly   by  his  uncle 
duke  CharleSy  who  had  himfelf  a  defign  upon  the  crown. 
The  whole  kingdom  regarding  it  as  a  defign  to  introduce  po- 
pery, took  the  alarm,  and  Sigifmuhd  was  forced  to  reft  fatisfied 
with  being  crowned  by  a  Proteftant  bifliop,  and  fwearing  to 
all  the  ordonnances  made   in  favour  of  Lutheranifm,  and  to 
the  perpetual  cxclufion   of  the  Catholic  religion.     He  took 
an  oath  never  to  attempt  any  alterations  in  tKe  eftabliihed 
religion,  never  to  deviate  from  the  ordonnances  paffed  by 
his  grandfather,  in  conjunflion  with  the  fenate  and  diet,  to 
adhere  religioufly  to  the  decrees  of  the  la  ft  fynod  held  at  Up- 
faly  in  favour  of  the  confeffion  of  Augflurg  :    he  was,  in  z, 
word,  tied  up  by  the  ftrongeft  engagements  from  indulging 
in  his  religious  tenets  at  the  ex  pence  of  the  Swedijh  nation, 
^nd  obliged  even  to  have  recourfe  to  the  folicitaiioiis  of  the 
F^lijh  lords  who  attended  him,  for  leave  to  keep  a  prieft  and 
confelTvr,  and  the  celebration  of  mafs  at  his  court.     Such  be- 
ginnings boded  po  great  emolument  either  to  Sigifmund  or 
his  Swedijh  fubje£ts,  from  the  new  government.     His  politie 
ambitious  uncle  converted  every  circumfi^nce  to  bis  own  pur- 
pofes,  and,  under  the  infidious  air  of  a  patriot  and  ftrenuous 
defender  of  the  conftitution  of  the  church  and  Hate,  was  pa* 
n  I  ^*'^8  *^^  ^^y  ^^^  ^^^  ^W"  elevation. 

Charles  SIGISMUND's  return  to  Poland  afforded  Charles  the 
forms  de-  ^^^^^^  opportunity  for  undermining  his  nephew,  and  render- 
Pzns  on  ^'^g  ^^"^  odious  to  his  Swedijh  fubjedts,  as  a  prince  attached 
the  croivn^^  P^^^^^i  ^"^  bigotted  in  the  dodrines  of  the  church,  of 
tf/'Svve-  Rome,  fi^fore  the  king's  departure  he  appointed  the  duke 
defi.  regent  of  the  kingdom,  by  the  advice  of  th^  fenate  ;    and 

though  he  w&s  fenfible  or  the  coiifequences,  he  could  not 
avoid  the  meafure  without  anticipating  the  evils  be  was  de<^ 
firous  of  avoiding,  by  coming  to  an  open  rupture  with,  the  fe- 
nate and  his  uncle.  What  he  forefaw  foon  happened  j 
Charles  committed  divers  violent '  actions,  under  pretence  of 
defending  the  Lutheran  eftablifliment  againft  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Roman  Catholics.  As  if  the  king  had  already 
broke  through  all  his  engagements,  he  fhewed  an  Inclination 
fo  excite  a  general  difaffecS^ion  in  the  kingdom ;  cavilled 
at  his  nephew's  refidence  in  Pi?/^«^,' and  attributed  it  to  hi» 
fuperior  Jove  for  that  people,  though  it  was  nothing  more 
than  the  execution  of  thofe  engagements  into  which  he  en- 
N   ler^d  at  his  coronation.    It  would  be  repeating  what  we  have 
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already  related  from  the  Swedijb  writers,  to  enlarge  upon  the 
)particulars  of  this  prince's  conduA  ;  fufRcient  it  is,  that  the 
Potijh  writers  <Jeoy  theexceffcs  attributed  by  the  Swedes  to 
Sigijmund^  and  throw  the  whole  blame  upon  the  ambition  of 
his  uncle.  In  both  accounts  there  is  probably  fome  truth. 
Sigifmtind'9  infilling  upon  being  crowned^  by  the  pope's  nun- 
cio was  fufficient  to  render  the  Swedes  fufpicious  of  his  con- 
dud;  and  the  duke's  ftrenuous  defence  of  the  Augjbutg  con- 
feflion  was  enough  to  expofe  him  to  the  refedtment  of  his 
nephew  and  Uie  Poltjh  nation.  It  was  indeed  next  to  impof- 
fible  that  two  kingdoms,  divided  in  intereft,  reHgion,  and 
maimers,  who  had  of  late  years  been  engaged  in  conftant 
war  about  certain  territories  claimed  by  each,  could  remain 
in  harmony  under  the  fame  monarch.  Thefe  particulars, 
without  the  affi(lance  of  the  duke  to  blow  up  the  fparks  of 
contention,  were  fctundation  enough  for  the  revolution  which 
afterwards  happened.  As  it  would  be  impofRble  tb  reconcile 
the  different  relations  of  the  hiftorians  of  each  country,  we 
ftall  here  follow  the  accounts  of  the  ^Polijh  writers,  as  we 
formerly  did  rliofe  of  Sweden  in  the  hiftory  of  that  kingdom. 

The  firft  ftep  taken  by  the  duke,  which  drew  forth  re-  Relaihn 
monftrances  from  Sigifmund^  was  his  procuring  from  the  (C'oftheVo^ 
nate  an  eflablithment  of  the  authority  and   dignity  of  re-  fifh  hijte- 
gent,  independent  of  the  king's  appoiritment.    By  this  herZ/ww, 
intimated  his  intention  of  governing  Sweden  without  the  par- 
ticipation of  Sigifmundy  who  was  regarded  only  as  a  nominal  * 
>  fovcreign.     He  next,  in  direft  contradi£lion  to  the  king's  or- 
ders, aflembled  a  diet,  from  which  he  was  indulged  with  a 
commiffion  to  take  every  meafure  which  he  thought  necef-       ^ 
fary  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Swedijh  conftitutioii.     Here  like- 
wife  feveral  decrees  were  pailed,  contrary  to  the  treaty  of 
,   MrmnvniYi  Poland^  and  thofe  conditions  upon  which  both  na- 
tions allowed  Sigifmund  to  wear  the  double  diadem  ;  all  thofe 
were  befides  declared  traitors,  who  did  not,  in  the  fpace  of 
fix  months,  fubfcribe  to  the  declarations  of  the  diet  and  re- 
jgent.    He  turned  out  the  magiftrates  appointed  by  the  king, 
and  filled  all  public  pofts  and  ofifices  with  his  own  creatures*. 
Several  of  the  fenators  who  efpoufed  sigifmund  were  removed, 
others  were  attainted,  and  Charles^  under  the  name  of  re- 
gent, exercifed  all  the  prerogatives  of  defpotic  fovereignty. 
Eric  Sparre^  chancellor  of  Sweden^  was  removed  from  the 
government  of  the  province  afligned  him  by  the  king ;    and 
the  Finlanders^  refufing  to  acknowledge  the  regent's  autho* 
rity  independent  of  the  king,  Charles  entered   their  country 

*  Vid.  Univ.  Hift,  vol  xxxiji.  pag.  aoi,  aoz,  &  feq. 
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in  a  boflile  manner,  ravaged  the  towns^and  villages,'  aod 
threw  die  principal  nobility  into  loathfome  prifons,   wfaeie 
X  feveral  periflied  of  cold, and  hunger  ^. 

A.  D.  Such  grofs  enormities,  and  violations  of  the  royal  prero^ 
1598.  gative,  calkd  for  the  prefence  of  the  monarch.  Accordio^j 
Sigi/mund  aiTembled  the  diet,  reported  the  ftate  of  af  airs  ia 
Sweden^  2kncl  obtained  their  confent  to  pafs  into  that  kingdom, 
upon  his  fixing  his  return  to  the  feaft  of  ^/.  Bartholomew  tbe 
fuccceding  year^  or  about  that  feaibn.  Before  his  departon 
however  from  Poland^  the  duke  gained  pofleffion  of  Stockholm^ 
and  fome  other  confidefablc  places,  having,  as  the  Polifi 
writers  alledge,  bid  defiance' to  the  king,  and  broke  out  into 
open  rebellion.  They  affign  no  caufe,  befides  his  own  aoabi* 
tion ;  but  the  reader  will  £iul,  on  peruAng  our  account  of 
Sweden^  that  Sigi/mund  had  made  divers  infra£tions  on  tti« 
conflitution  of  that  kingdom.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  king 
determined  to  punifh  the  duke's  infolence  i  and  wifth  that  view 
embarked  at  hantzick  with  five  thoufand  men,  intending  to 
eScii.  a  landing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Calmar  ;  but  con^ 
trary  winds,  his  own  dilatorinefs,  and  a  variety  of  accident^ 
,  rendered  his  voyage  fo  tedioUs,  that  Charles  had  aiTembled  a 

numerous  army  before  his  arrival*     At  lafl  he  was  obliged  ta 
make  land  near  Siekeburghy  where,  inflead  of  marching  di- 
redlly  to  the  capital,  he  loitered  feveral  days  in  fruitlefs  con- 
ferences with  his  fifter.     Reafbn,  indeed,  dictated  that  &igij- 
«  fnund(ho\x\i  have  marched  by  land  to  Sweden  by  the  route  of 
Finland^. "^  province  ftrongly attached  to  his  perfon  ;  but  there 
feemed,  to  be  a  fatality  in  all  his  meafures,  moft  of  wbicii 
mjfcarried,  though  iagely  projeded,  and  proved  odious,  not- 
withftanding.they  were  well  intended.     It  was  certainly  unpo* 
pular  to  enter  Sweden  at  the  he^  of  foreign  troops  ;  hvitSigiJ' 
S]g\fm\xnd  mund  believed  they  were  neceflary  to  the  fafety  of  hisperfoifc 
r^furas  to  It  was  equally  impolitic  to  ufe  force,  when  gentle  nae^ 
Sweden,    might  have  produced  an  accommodation;  but  this  naay  alfo 
be  excufed  by  allcdging,  that  the  royal  honour  wa»  eng^^ 
to  punifh  the  ambitious  treacherous  carriage  of  the  regent. 
,  Certain  it  is,  that,  in  all  difputes  of  this  nature,  refenttxient 
carries  men  into  exceiTes  beyond  their  original  defign.     One 
ftep  leads  on  to  another,  and  the  parties  frequency  end  ia 
actions  which  they  would  condemn  and  abhor  before  the  blood 
was  heated,  and  the  pailions  were  enftamed.     That  this  was 
^  really  the  cafe,  both  with  Sigi/mund  and  C/jarJesy  appears  from 

the  poOerior  reflediions  of  the  former^  and   the  copiii&  of 
ti)c  latter,  on  the  approach  of  the  «two  armies  on  the  plaioi 

•»  Haktkocw,  lib.  i.  c.  ii-    H£iD£N.  lib.  x.    Fotjtajw.c.  v. 
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t^JJnc9ping.  Here  hedifpatcfaed  certain  loxdi  to  Aie  kmg  ^  p^ 
iri^i  pcopofab  for  an  agreement  ^  but  Sigifmund  for  a  iong  1604. 
time  refufed  ^ving  tfaem  audience,  and  behaved  wkli  great 
haif^tinefs.  Befides,  an  accident  happened  in  the  aieaa 
time^  which  widened  the  breach,  and  brought  matters  to  ex*- 
ttemides.  At  the  veiy  time  the  duke's  aoibafladors  were  ne«- 
gotiattng  a  peace  with  Sigifmund^  the  Hungarian  troops  in  the 
rpyal  ferriee  fell  fuddenly  upon  the  Swedts  with  fo  ifSuch  fury, 
that  adl  die  duke's  forces  imift  have  been  defeated  and  ilaugh^ 
leced,  had  not  the  king  in  fftxioa  gone  into  the  ^Id,  and 
chedced  their  itupetuority  by  loud  menacee;  though  all  bis 
authority  could  not  prevent  their  favagely  mangling  the  dead    -  ^ 

bodies  which  ovei'fpread  the  plain.    Nothing  could  be  more 
QBjuft  than  attributing  this  adion  \o  Sigifmund  \  yet  cenain  it  ^ 

is,  that  it  ftranffcly  alienated  the  minds  of  the  Swedei  from 
khn,  and  difgufted  the  finceieft  of  his  friends  in  that  nation, 
who  confidered  him  as  guilty,  becaufe  he  did  not  punifti  thfe 
perpetrators,  without  refle6ling  on  his  ticklifii  fttuation,'  and 
the  neoefiity  he  was  und^r  of  preferving  the  affe^lion  of  his 
troops.    Several  -lords  deferted  his  intereft,  and  went  over  to  sigif- 
the  duke :  in  a  word,  hifi  influence  in  Sweden  was  quite  loft  ;  mund 
he  tetired  to  Poland^  and  duke  Charles  was  raifed   to  the  is  depofed, 
,  throne,  in  the  manner  we  have  related  in  the  33d  volume.    • 
SIGISMUND,  however,  did   not  tamely  rcfign   his 
I  crown :  a  war  enfued  between  Poland  and  Sweden  %  Stukholm 
I  and  Cabnaf^  which^  in  defpite  of  the  duke's  garrifonS)  had 
i  declared  for  Sigifmund^  were  conqiiered  by  Charles^  who  held 
adiet,  and  prefcribed  a  day  for  the  king's  appearance  in  Swe^  Feb.  6. 
ien^  to  anfwer  to  the  charge  of  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors 
9rawn  4ip  againft  him ;  on  failure  of  which  he  was  to  be  for* 
mally  depofed.    The  war  was  carried  into  Livenia  5  and  all 
that  province^  except  a  few  fortreffes,  yielded  to  the  fuperio- 
rity  of  the  SweSJh  arms.    At  lafl:  Zam9skiy  the  moft  renowned 
general  of  the  republic,  was  fent  with  an  army  to  ftem  the 
torrent  of  difgrace  ;  and  he  foon  turned  the  fcale  of  fortune^ 
retaking,  with  the  utmoft  rapidity,  all  the  Swedijh  conquefts : 
after  which,   covered  with   glory,   he  returned   to  Poland^ 
leaving  the  army  under  the  condud  of  the  fpiritcd  and  expe- 
Henced  Chotkiewitz.     The  new  general  approved   himfelf  a 
Wonhy  fuccefibr  of  the  famous  Zamoski :  the  fame  tide  of 
profperity  attended  his  arms,  and  he  fecmed  to  poffofs  every ' 
q;uality  which  natural  talents,  tutored  under  fo  great  a  mailer 
|n  the  art  of  war,  as  Zemos^ki^  could  impart.     The  Swedes 
increafed  their  army  in  Ltvonja  with  twelve  thoufand  men, 
a«d  laid  fiege  to  Riga^  the  harbour  of  which  they  blocked  up 
vith  a  ntmverous  fleet.     The  befiegers  >  were  to  have  been 
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joined  l>y  a  Swedijh  corps  of  four  tboufaad  men.  ^frbm  ^i^ 
Lunderftn^  the  commandiog  office;:,  begun .  his  march ;  but 
ihc  Pji/^  general,  having  intelligence  of  bis  moltions,  way. 
laid  -and  defeated  him  with  abundance  of  flaughter^  fcarce  a 
fxngle  man  being  left  to  join  the  enemy  biefore  Riga.:  Cbtif 
kiewitz  next  feized  upqn  certain  eminences  in  the  neighbouf'* 
hood  of  the  Swedijh  camp.  Here  he  polTefied  every  advao* 
tage  of  being  fecure,  of  harfaffing  the  enemy  with  impuoify, 
and  overlooking  all  their  operations.  The  Swedes  made  fre* 
quent  attempts  to  diflodge.him;  but  in  vain.  Tbey  made 
The  equally  fruitlefs  efforts  tp  draw  .him  into  a  general  engage* 

Swedes  .ment :  Charles  encamped  on  an  eminence  dife£)ly  oppofite  to 
defeated  x\i^  Poles ^  and  feparated  from  their  camp  only  by  a  fpaciout 
in  Livo-  v^Uey. .  The  opportunity,  he  imagined,  would  prove,  top 
*"*•  flrong  a  temptation  for  the  Polijh  nobility,  who  ibmetimci 

force  their  general  to  battle,  contrary  to  his  inclinations,  ani 
to.  prudence.    ClKtkiewitz^  however,  had  too  much  authority^ 
and  x\it  Poles  were  made  fenfible  of  the  re<aitude  of  the  inca- 
fures  he  was  purfuing.     Be  forefaw  that  the  trkfome  fituauoa 
in  which  he  kept  the  enemy;  would  at  laft  oblige  them  either 
to  raife  the  fiege,  or  come  to  an  engagement  upon  unequal 
jerms,     With  this  view  he  kept  firm  in  his  port,  and  the 
event. fell  out  as  he  had  conjei^iired.     Charles^  fretted  wti 
continual  alarms,  grew  impatient  of  a  battle,  from  which  be 
expelled  relief,'  as  the  fuperiority  of  the  Swedes  would  necct 
farily,  he  imagined,  fecure  victory.     He'  defcended  to  the 
plain,  and  began  an  attack  upon  the  outpofis  of  the  enemyj 
which  being  perceived  by  Chotkiewitz^  he  determined  to  feize 
the  opportunity,  and  compenfate  the  inequality  of  his  num- 
bers by  the  advantages  of  ground  and  fituation.     Accordingfy 
A.  D,     he  poured  down  like  a  torrent  fron?  the  hills,  and  pointed  bis 
1605.     wbol^  force  againft  the  centre  of  the  enemy,  which  he  broke 
after  an  oblVijiate  conflid.     Charles  rallied  his  troops,  and  de- 
tached the  cavalry  ih  the  wings  to  attack  the  Poles  in  flaDk, 
and  furrcund  them,  if  poffiblev  but  the  motion  was  fctfefecn 
and  anticipated  by  prince  Sapieha^  who  faced. about  with^ 
firong  corps,  received  the  Swedes  with  vigour,  and  at  laft 
obliged  them  to  retire  In  confuGon.     Yet  thefe  fuccefles  couM 
not  oblige  vidiory  to  declare  for  the  Poles :  the  enemy's  num- 
bers and  courage  prolonged  the  battle  :  they  rallied  repeatedly) 
'    ;ind  made  prodigious  efforts ;  but  were  always  repulfed  by  the 
gallantry  and  conduct  of  Chotkiewitz.     Prodigies  of  valour 
were  performed  on  both  fides ;  but  the  Siuedes  were  in  the 
end  defeated^  and   purfued  with    terrible  flaughter.      Eight 
thoufand  men  peri  (lied  in  the  field,  great  numbers  loft  their 
lives  in  the  morafieSj  and  near  two  tboufand  of  the  fugitives 
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|F«re  maflaaed  by  die  peafaots  and  parties  of  the  garriron  of 
liiga.  la  a  word,  the  fiege  was  raifed,  the  army  of  the  be- . 
Begers  ruined,  and  Livonia  remained  the  reward  of  vi^pry  to 
the  conquerors*  (A).  ^ 

S IG  IS  MUND^  being  now  at  reft  on  the  fide  of  Livo-  Revoh-^ 

m  znd  FinlanJi  by  the  unintenupted  flow  of  fuccefs  which /'^'^  <« 

attended  thePcliJh  arms,  applied  his  attention  to  the  affairs  of  ^"^*»  '* 

the  tiuffian  empire,  which  he  hoped  to  turn  to  bis  own  ad-  '^]^^^^  Si- 

?antagc.    He  faw  it  would   be  vain  to  profecute  the  war,^'^"*""^ 

zpinA  Sweden,  with  a  view  of  dethroning  Charles^  who  w&Sj'^^^'^* 

DOW  firmly.  efiabli(hed.     Attacks  on  the  frontier  provinces 

could  never  work  this  effe3 ;  and  to  invade  Sweden^  or  at«^ 

tacic  it  in  its  vital  parts  without  a  fleet,  or  a  more  powerful  army^ 

than  the  republic  coulH  maintain  in  her  prefent  condition,  wa» 

impoffible.     tie  therefore  prudently  refolved  to  fuffer  the 

Swedes  to  be  the  aggreflbrs,  and  eodeavoured  to  deduce  fome* 

thing  to  the  intereft  of  Poland  from  the  civil  divifions  which. 

tore  Ruffiay  the  moft  formidable  enemy  of  the  republic,  in 

pieces.  The  late  cxziFoedor  had  raifed  Borisy  his  brother>in*law, 

to  the  higheft  offices  of  the  ftate.    He  was  artful,  infinuating, 

perfidious,  and  ambitious :    his  unmerited  promotion  ferved 

only  to  excite  Boris  to  attempt  greater  matters,  and  grafp  at 

fovereignty.    Obligations  never  impreflTed  him  with  a  fenfe  of 

gratitude :  he  faw  Facdor  without  iflue,  the  crown  ready  to 

devolve  on  prince  Pemeirius,  the  czar's  younger  brother;  and 

he  ventured,  even  in  the  life-time  of  his  fovereign  and  bene- 

faster,  to  ftain  his  hands  with  the  blood  of  the  royal  family, 

and  pave  the  way  to  his  own  elevation  by  the  murder  oiDeme- 

trius.    His  cunning  found  means  to  conceal  this  bafe  aflion 

from  the  czar.    Some  of  the  court,  indeed,  entertained  fufpi- 

cioQs ;  but  the  high  credit  of  Borisy  fupported  by  the  favoui:  of 

the  prince,  and  the  interefl:  of  his  fifter,  wife  to  the  czar» 

locked  up  their  tongues,  and  prevented  their  communicating 

to  the  czar  fufpicions  not  grounded  on  circumftantial  evidence^ 

*  BlZARDIER£,  p.  76.      HaRTNOCH,   lib.  1. 

(A)  The  Swedijh  writers,  be-  without  refrefhing  his  troops : 

I  fides  calling  the  Poltfi  general  however,  they  acknowledge  that 

;  C^detewitZy  difier  in  numberlefs  he  was  intirely  defeated;  and 

other  particulars  from  the  ac-  that    he  mud   infallibly  have 

count  we  have  given    above,  fallen   into  the  hands   of  the 

According  to  them,  the  S<wedijh  Fdesy  but  for  the  fleetnefs  of  a 

monarch,     after    a    fatiguing  horfe  farnifhed  to  him  by  one 

march,    attacked    the    enemy,  of  his  officers  (i).  ^ 

(0  i*^/!  tm.  vi,  p,  193. 
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at  tKe  fe^ngeff  prefempfions*    Befides,  the  artftrf  fimi  M 
contrived  to  render  himfetf  equally  the  minion  of  the  fev^ 
it-rgn  and  the  datfiflg  of  the  people.    Be  dkniniflied  the 
taxes^  redreffed  private  grievances,  liftened  to  the  complaints 
of  the  crtics,  and  purfucd  every  oAer  meafurc  which  cotdd 
render  him  popular.    In  1598  the  ccar  died,  leaving  the  ad* 
mimftration  in  the  hands  of  his  vwfe.    The  people  offered  b 
take  the  oaths  of  aHegiance  to  the  empreft;  but  thatpra- 
cefs;  either  influenced  by  her  brother,  or  yielding  to  an  a- 
cefs  of  grief  for  the  death  of  her  hufband,  declined  the  ho- 
noof  propofed',  renounced  the  world,  and  retired  to  a  mqnaf- 
tery.    This  paved  the  way  for  the  elevation  of  Boris :  he  ww 
a  favourite,  and  the  i2w^!wttx  demanded  lyith  one  voice  that  he 
mi^t  be  raffed  to  the  honours  diie  to  his  fHter,  and  now  die 
,        joft  reward  of  bis  own*  merit.    Nothing  could  be  more  poBtic 
than  the  conduft  of  Born  on  this  occadSon :  he  pretended  an 
unwiHingnefs  to  accept  fo  weighty  a  charge,  and  cnflamcd  die , 
ardour  of  the  people  by  his  fcruples,  which  they  conSnieJ 
into- a  proof  of  his  fuperior  merit  and  modefty.    At  laff  he 
yielded  to  their  intrErattes ;    but  only  on  exprefe  conditioir, 
that  the  boiares,  or  lords,  would  divide  with  him  the  arcs 
of  fo  painful  an  employment.  Soon  after  an  offer  was  made  of  I 
the  crown,  to  avoid  which  he  retired  to  the  fame  Gonvcn! 
where  his  fifter  had  taken  up  her  refidence ;  and  fuffcred  him- 1 
fclf  to  be  fupplicatcd  for  fcveral  days,  before  he  yielded  to  \k 
own  inclinations;    having, at  laftfecurerf  the  fuprente  awdio*! 
fity,  and  wielded  the  fceptre  with  more  power  than  any  of  hiJ  i 
predeceflbrs,  becaufe  bis  empire  was  founded  in  the  health  of 
his  people.    Whether  it  was  jhat  he  abufcd  his  power;  or  i 
that  fome  of  the  nobility  envied  his  profpcrity,  hiftory  doe!  | 
not  dearly  fperify :  certain  it  is,  that  a  ftranger  appeared  by  ; 
the  name  of  Demetfias^  called  himftlf  the  brother  of  the  late 
czar,  alledged  he  had  efcaped  from  the  fixates  laid  by  Bfritt 
and  now  demand'cd'  the  throne  of  bis  anceftors*    The  plaofi- 
bility  of  his  ftory,  the  refemblance  of  his  perfon  to  prince 
Demetrius^  and*  a  thoui^i^d  other  circumffances,  confpired  to 
give  credit  to  the  tale.    The  pope,  from  views  of  pom>  ft* 
conded  his  dcfign^  and  engaged  the  king  of  Poland  inrhfsifl* 
terel!.     He  came  to  Sandomir^  naade  fecret  promiies  of  mar- 
riage to  the  daughter  of  the  palatine,  and  was  prefeoted  by 
that  noblemsHi  to  Sigifrmmd^  who  was  perfuaded,  from  the 
dignicy  of  his^mafuier,  that  he  mud  have  been  boraaftrkcft 
,     The  truth  vtM^Sigifmund  willingly  believed  whathc  pcfceiwi 
might  turn  out  to*  hist  kiMreSft.     HeibfFexed  tbeimpo^^M 
raiie  ten  thoufand  men  in  Poland^  furnifhed  him  with  arms 
and  money,  perfuaded  th^  Co^cis  to  take  part  in  his.qiiarrel^ 
,     .        2  .  mJ 
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zni  enabled  hkn  to  pafs  the  Borijfhenes^  and  furprife  Z/r« 

The  affiftance  afibrded  to  Demetrius  produted  expoflula- 
Ham  from  the  court  of  Mofcow :  Boris  remonftratcd,  fuppli- 
cated,  and  menaced :  he  attempted  the  feifators  by  bribes, 
and  endeavoured  to  move  Sigifmund  by  threatening  btm  with 
tbe  vengeance  of  the  whole  empire  of  RuJJiai  but  the  king 
was  refolute  in  his  meafures,  as  he  forefawthat  a  confiderable 
party  would  declare  for  Demetrius  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
Rujian  dominbns.  Beris  therefore  i'aifed  an  army,  and 
inarched  againft  his  rival  with  a  hundred  thoufand  men ;  while 
the  palatine  of  Sandnmir^  who  commanded  the  Poles^  fought 
tbe  opportunity  of  coming  to  an  engagement,  on  the  fnppo- 
fltion  that  moft  of  the  czar's  forces  would  deicrt  their  prince,, 
and  join  Dnnetrius.  Full  of  this  hope,  he  met  the  enemy, 
gave  them  battle,  and  was  defeated,  Demetrius  efcaping  with  . 
difficulty  info  a  caftle,  where,  with  a  handful  of  men,  he  de- 
fended himfelf  gallantly,  extricated  himfelf  from  his  diftreiTed 
cjrcumftances.  Toon  appeared  at  the  head  of  a  ftefli  army, 
came  a  fecond  time  to  aftion  with  greatly  inferior  ifbrces,  and 
by  dint  of  condud  and  valour  obtained  a  complete  vi^ory  A.  D. 
over  the  kujffians.  After  this  fuccefs,  he  over-run  divers  pro-  1^06* 
vinces,  gained  pofleffion  of  feveral  chies  and  fortrefles,  ailem- 
bled  a  train  of  artillery  compofed  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pieces  of  cannon,  augmented  his  army  almoft  to  an  equality 
with  that  of  the  enemy,  and  at  laft  obliged  Bsris  to  have  re- 
coarfe  to  the  thunders  of  the  church,  and  the  dill  bafer  weapons 
of  afikfllnation.  The  patriarch  publi/hed  a  decree,  whereby 
he  excommunicated  all  the  followers  of  Demetrius^  and  Boris 
employed  emiflaries  to  murder  his  rival.  The  ai&ffins  were 
difcovered,  feized,  andf  pardoned  by  the  clemency  of  Deme^ 
irius ;  who  at  the  fame  time  admonilhed  the  patriarch  to  con- 
fine himfelf  to  the  care  of  his  (lock,  and  relinquifl^  politics, 
which  did  not  by  any  means  belong  to  hjs  function*  It  was 
foon  after  this  that  he  fent  a  fpirited  remonfh-ance  to  Boris^ 
reproaching  him  with  the  perfidious  meafures  by  which  he 
ufurped  the  imperial  throne ;  which  is  faid  to  have  operated 
fo  powerfully  on  the  violent  temper  of  that  prince,  that,  in 
the  tranfport  of  paffion,  he  was  feized  with  an  apoplexy,  of 
which  he  fuddenly  died. 

This  event  did  not,  however,  produce  the  confequcnces 
which  Demetrius  might  rea&nably  expeft.  He  was  ilow  fup- 
ported  by  a  powerful  intereft  among  the  Rufflans^^  and  a  nu- 
merous BoUJh  army ;  yet  the  fon  of  Boris  was  raifed  to  the 

^  Id,  ibid.    BiZARD,  p.  84*    Le  Comb,  Revol.  de  RufT. 

fupreme 


jyS  Itbe  HiftGfj  of  VohxiA. 

fupreme  dignity  by  the  nobility  of  the  empire,  and  the  fiuac 
niea(ures  purfued  for  crufhing  the  pretended  Dtnutrius ;  but 
'  tibey  proved  unfortunate :  the  young  prince  was  hurled  head- 
lone  from  the  throne,  and  Demetrius  ^Izcti,  in  his  room,  only 
to  mew  the  power  and  caprice  of  fortune.  He  had  by  dint 
of  merit  raifed  himfelf  to  the  imperial  diadem ;  a  viiSory 
obtained  over  the  RuJJian  army,  by  the  PoUfi  general  ZaposH, 
bad  opened  the  way  to  the  capital,  which  Demetrius  entered 
in  triumph  ;  the  ceremony  of  his  coronation  was  folemnly 
performed  ;  he  was  backed  by  an  ariny  of  PoleSy  and  thought 
himfelf  fixed  in  the  affedions  of  the  Ruffiam :  but  the  par- 
tiality which  gratitude  induced  |;iim  to  exert  in  favour  of  the 
fprnier  gave  birth  to  a  new  revolution,  and  ejFe£ted  the  fall 
of  this  profperous  impoftor ;  for  (uch  he  is  really  confidered 
by  the  moft  authentic  hiftorians.  He  had  imprudently  at- 
tainted feventy  lords  attached  to  the  late  czar,  and  diftributed 
their  eftates  among  the  Polijh  nobility  who  had  been  inftrur 
mental  in  his  elevation.  So  open  a  declaration  in  favour  of  a 
people  whom  the  Ruffians  always  regarded  as  inveterate  ene- 
mies,  could  not  fail  of  exciting  murmurings ;  which  ferved 
rather  to  increafe  the  infolence  of  the  Poles^  who  faw  them- 
felves'  patronized  by  the  monarch.  They  boafted  of  having 
given  a  fovereign  to  Mufcovy^  and  very  imprudently  arrogated 
to  themfelves  the  glory  of  having  conquered  this  yaft  empire. 
In  fad»  the  confequences  of  Z^^^jii's  victory  was  little  lefs 
than  a  conqueft ;  and  what  particularly  flattered  the  pride  of 
the  Poles  was  its  being  obtained  with  very  unequal  foi:ces,  by 
dint  of  fuperior  condud  and  valour.  With  this  they  occa- 
fionally  upbraided  the  Ruffians^  and  aififted  to  bIo\y  up  the 
fparks  of  fedition,  and  fpread  the  difcontents,  which  alrea- 
dy became  too  general.  Bajilius  Susii^  or  Swisii,  a  noble- 
man defcended  from  the  antient  czars,  was  however  the  only 
perfon  who  ventured  to  declare  his  fentiments.  Swt'sJti  Wdii 
bold  and  impetuous :  he  not  only  attacked  the  czar's  govern- 
ment,  but  declaimed  againfl  him  in  public  as  an  impoftor  and 
ufurper.  He  remonftrated,  with  the  utmoft  vehemence  and 
fpirit,  againft  the  Poles ;  and  encouraged  the  people  to  rife  in 
arms,  and  drive  both  them  and  the  falfe  Demetrius  out  of  the 
kingdom :  but  perceiving  that  his  inveflives  produced  no  ef- 
feft,  and  that  the  people  wanted  courage  to  purfue  the  difiates 
of  their  refeotroent,  he  entered  upon  fecret  intrigues,  endea- 
voured to  form  a  confpiracy  againft  the  perfon  of  Demetrius, 
was  difcovered,  carried  prifoner  before  the  czar,  and  pardoned 
by  an  a(9t  of  clemency,  which  proved  fatal  to  the  generous 
Demetrius. 
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i?^5Jr/,  tho*  he  admired  the  charaSer  of  the  fovereign, 
fcouldnot  brook  the  fervitude  in  which  the  nation  was  kept  by 
a  fet  of  proud  foreigners,  who  engroiTed  all  the  lucrative  and 
honourable  employments,  fleeced  the  Mufcovites  at  pleafure, 
and  bafked  alone- in  the  radiance  of  the  imperial  power,  to 
fupport  which  they  contributed  not  the  (malleft  proportion* 
He  took  the  opportunity,  when  the  czar  was  bufied  in  folem-' 
nizing  his  nuptials  with. the  daughter  of  the  palatine  ofSafido- 
mirj  fcnt  with  great  magnificence  from  Poland,  to  fet  on  foot 
new  intriguer  He  reprefented,  in  the  moft  pathetic  terms, 
that  the  knot  of  union  between  the  czar  and  the  Poles  would 
be  drawn  harder  by  this  alliance,  and  of  confequence  the 
chains  of  the  RuJJians  would  become  ftill  more  galling.  He 
inveifiihed  with  fuch  bitternefi  againft  this  nation,  and  repre- 
fented the  ftate  of  Rujfta  in  fo  deplorable  a  fituation,  thac 
pity,  pride,  and  the  aniient  animofity,  began  to  exert  th«m- 
felves ;  the  firft  eiFe£b  of  which  were  feen  at  a  public  enter- 
tainment, where  the  Polijh  ambaffador  infifted  upon  a  feat  at 
the  czar*s  table^  contrary  to  the  eftabliQied  cuftom  of  ihe 
country.  The  RuJJian  nobility  refented  the  infolence,  Swhki 
fomented  the  quarrel,  and  the  parties  were  hardly  reftrained 
from  coming  t6  blows  in  the  czar's  prefence  *. 

This  was  the  fignal  to  a  genera!  revolt.  '  A  fetvdays  after 
Swiskij  at  the  head  of  the  confpirators,  appeared  in  atms : 
he  was  joined  by  great  numbers  of  the  nobility,  and  the 
teople  followed  the  example  of  the  hoyards.  'The  Poles  were 
but  few  in  number,  and  Demetrius  had  ho  guards  befides  the 
difaffeded  Rujjiam^  having  Tome  time  before  difmifled  the 
Germans  in  his  pay.  There  was  nothing  to  oppofe  to  the  ge- 
neral tumult,  and  he  faw  his  favourite  Poles  maflacred,  with- 
out having  the  power  of  affording  th^m  prote6^ion.  The 
RuJIians  attacked  that  quarter  of  the  city  afljgned  for  their  re- 
fidence,  and  put  all  to  the  fword  without  diftinclion.  They 
next  advanced  to  the  palace,  and  obliged  Z>^;wf/r/«j  to  leap  ovcf 
the  window  with  his  fword  in  his  hand.  The  violence  of 
the  fall  ftunned  hini ;  he  was  taken  prifoner,  brought  before 
Stuisiif  and  immediately  put  to  death  (A).     His  body  was  ex- 

pofed 
^  La  Comb.  Hid.  des  Re  vol.  p.  6i . 

(A)  We  refer  the  reader  for  the  fary,  however,  to  mention  that 

fjarticulars  of  this  extraordinary  Denietrius  maintaii^ed   his  cou- 

erics  of  revolutions  to  pur  ac-  rage  to  the  laft  j  and,  even  when 

count  of  iJi(^tf,  as  we  cannot  in  he  was  expiring,  fupporcdthe 

this  place  recite  more  than  is  dignity  of  his.  rank,    and   the 

abfolutcly  infeparable  from  the  juSice  of    his    claim.       Some 

^oUjb  hiftory.    It  may  be  necef-  writers  indeed  all^dgc,  that  th« 

Mod;Hi5t.  Vol.  XXXIV.  N                        dowager 
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pofed  for  feveral  days^  and  treated  by  the  pOfHiIace  iritii  the 
uttnoft  indignity.  Near  two  thou(and  Pdes  perifbed  in  cold 
blood ;  and  a  few  only  of  the  number  retained  by  Demetrius^ 
at  hb  court,  ever  returned  to  Poland.  The  czarina,  wife  of 
Ditnetriusy  and  daughter  of  the  palatine  of  Sandomrj  was 
thrown  down  from  the  pinnacle  of  good  fortune,  and  doomed 
to  languifli  in  a  loathfome  dungeon :  and  as  foon  as  the  fury 
of  this  barbarous  people  was  fatiated,  they  proceeded  to  the 
eledion  of  a  new  fovereign  s  and  the  choice  fell  upon  SwisJS^ 
the  hero  who  had  fo  boldly  vindicated  the  rights  of  his  couii« 
try,  and  broke  the  chains  of  fervitude. 

Though  this  prince  had  taken  the  utmoft  pains  to  pub- 
lifli  the  particulars  of  the  birth  and  death  of  the  late  Dme^ 
*  trius^  yet  he  was  fcarce  feated  upon  the  throne  before  ai|othef 

impoftor  appeared,  maintaining  that  he  was  the  very  Demen 
trius  fuppofed  to  have  been  flain ;  and  affirming,  that  he  had 
efcaped  with  a  fmall  party  of  his  guards,  who  remained  at-* 
tached  to  his  perfon.    Nothing  could  be  more  impudent  thaa 
this  impofture,  as  crowds  of  the  people  bad  been  witnefles  to 
the  death  of  the  prince  whom  he  perfonated ;  yet  the  tale  ob« 
tained  fome  degree  of  credit.    The  PoUs^  for  political  rea*- 
fons,  countenanced  the  impofture;  and  the  Cojfacks  openly 
efpoufed  the  falfe  Demetrius^  becaufe  they  forefaw  that  the 
ftruggle  for  the  imperial  diadem  would  furniih  manifold^  op* 
portunities  of  plundering  with  impunity.^    Dimetrius''w9s  ac- 
knowledged by  the  widow  of  the  late  prince  as  her  identical 
hufband,  and  fome  progrefs  was  made  in  the  defiga  of  feating 
him  in  the  throne ;  but  fortune  did  not  prove  (b  propitious  as 
'     it  had  done  to  his  predeceflbr. 
figifmund     While  RuJ^  was  labouring  with  the  throws  of  civil  fiic- 
hi  pgrfon    tion,  Sigifmund entered  the  frontiers  of  the  empire  at  the  head 
fniers  Ruf-  of  a  numerous  army,  and  made  rapid  conquefts.    His  pretext 
fia^  a»d     ^^  ^j^g  revenging  the  late  horrible  maffacre  of  his  fubjoSb, 
/hn"  th    ^^^  fupporting  the  l^itimate  prince;  but  his  real  aim  wa» 
tbr^M.  ^  ^^®  extenfion  of  his  own  dominions,  and  the  conqueft  of 
A.  D.     ^^^  R^JJia,    A  fairer  opportunity  could  not  have  oiered :  Sigif- 
1610I     ^^"^  advanced  againft  Smolenjko^  a  ftrong  city  formerly  be- 
longing to  Poland^  after  having  defeated  an  army  of  diirty 
thoxxhtid  Ruffians.    By  the  way  a  detachment  from  the  main: 
army  reduced  Zarovqy  and  now,  all  obftru£lion$  being  re- 

dowser  czarina  difbwned  him  even  dits  we  cannot  regard  as  a- 

for  her  Ton,  when  fhe  found  he  proof  that  he  was  aa  impof^ 

was  no  longer  able  to  fapport  tor(i). 
\er  with  royal  fplendour;  but 

(i\La  (kmbi  Rivei  iTBmfire  dt  Rgjle,  p,  5t, 
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moved,  the  cHy  was  invefted,  and  the  fiege  pufhed  with  .the 

utmoft  ardour.     For  the  fgace  of  two  years  the  Ruffian  gar- 

rifon  defended  tbemfelves  valiantly,  and  frequent  battles  were 

fought  under  the  walls.    Several  armies  had  been  fent  to  force       ' 

the  Polijb  works,  and  raifc  the  fiege  \  bux  they  were  always  re-  1  ^ 

pulfed,  and  above  two  hundred  thoufand  Ruffians  perifhed  by 

the  fword  of  the  conqueror.    At  laft  the  brave  garrifon,  fpent 

with  ficknefs,  fatigue,  and  famine,  furrendered  at  difcretion  : 

whole  provinces  followed  their  example  i  and  the  Poles  were 

direding  their  march  to  the  capital,  when,  to  avoid  the  dif- 

grace  of  being  conquered^  the  RuJJians  depofed  SwiJkU  fent 

him  prifoner  to  Sigifmund^  and  raifed  to  the  imperial  throne 

UlaSJhusy  pt'mcc  of  Poland^. 

The  young  prince  had  not  taken  pofleffion  of  the  throne  Uladillaul 
when  the  whole  RuJJian  empire  again  revolted,  notwithftand-  is  dep(^ed% 
ingthe  ufuaLoath  of  allegiance  had  been  taken  ioUladtf^aus  i 
and  he  could  not  poffibly  have  given  offence,  as  he  had  not 
yet  aiTumed  the  reins  of  government.  Some  attribute  this 
event  to  the  terror  they  were  under  of  becoming  flaves  to  Pch' 
land:  others  afcribe^  it  to  the  natural  inconftancy  of  the  people; 
while  a  few  feem  to  think,  with  more  reafon,  that  the  people 
were  feduced  by  the  ^ddrds  of  Micejlaus^  governor  of  Mo/cow^ ^ 
to  eledl  the  prince *Qf  Poland-,  a  meafure  of  which  they  pre- 
fently  afterwards  repented,  regarding  it  not  only  as  an  indig- 
nity to  the  whole  empire,  but  the  greateft  injury  to  them- 
fclvcs,  to  become  the  voluntary  fubjeds  of  a  prince  whom  they 
ought  to  confider  as  a  natural  enemy.  Whatever  might  be  the 
motives,  certain  it  is,  that  Vladtjlaus  was  no  fooner  eleded 
than  he  was  depofed.  Zachary  Lippanow  raifed  an  army,  A.  D. 
cflarched  to  MofcoWj  drove  out  the  Poles^  and  reverfed  the  161^. 
eledion,  raifmg  Michael  Fcederowitx  Romanow  to  the  ii^ipe- 
rial  throne.  Before  this  prince  could  eflablij[h  himfelf  in  the 
fovereignty,  the  Poles  regained  poiTeiSon  of  the  capital,  in 
which  they  werefoon  befieged  by  the  new  czar ;  and  finding 
it  incapable  of  defence,  th^y  evacuated  it,  after  having  laid  an 
hundred  thoufand  houfes  in  aQies,  and  confumed  immenfe 
riches.  The  Poles  then,  to  the  number  of  feven  thoufand, 
retired  to  the  citadel,  where  they  made  fo  obftinate  a  re- 
fifianceas  would  have  foiled  all  the  power  of  RuJJiaj  had  they 
been  fecoaded  by  Sigifmund\  but  though  his  glory  and  ifttereft 
didated  that  he  fhould  fuccour  this  garrifon,  he  was  fo  cha* 
|nned  with  the  difappointment  of  TJlaiUJlaus^  that  he  fuffered 
them  to  wafte  arul  languish  gnder  the  preilure  of  a  tedious 
&ge^  Und  at  laft  to  capitulate,  after  having  fuficred  the  lall 

*  P9l)rAiNSs,  c.  V.     Connor,  tpm.  i.  lib.  iii* 
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extremities,    and,  been  reduced  to  a  third  'of  the  original 
number  '. 

To  the  fame  inaSivity  on  the  fide  of  Poland  we  ma/ 
afcribe  the  refolution  taken  by  the  c«ar  Feederffwitz^  of  re* 
gaining  the  provinces  and  cities  conquered  by  the  Poles  du- 
ring the  late  civil  diflentions.  With  this  view,  having  pro- 
vided for  the  defence  of  Mofcow^  he  advanced  with  a  nume- 
rous army  to  SmoUnskoy  defended  otfly  by  a  flight  difpirited 
garrifon.  The  fifft  attack  carried  the  city ;  the  garrifori 
Was  unable  to  withftand  the  fury  of  an  aflfault  made  with 
fuch  fuperior  numbers,  and  every  living  foul  was  put  to  the 
fword,  without  diftin£lion  of  age  or  fex.  Every  thing  yielded 
before  the  weighb  of  this  powerful  empire,  now  unanimous 
in  redeeming  paft  errors,  in  revenging  pad  infults,  and  the 
blood  of  above  two  hundred  thoufand  Mufcovites^  which 
•  ftreamed  in  every  quarter,  and  cried  aloud  for  vengeance. 
All  Sigifmund's  endeavours  to  retrieve  his  affairs  proved  fruit- 
lefs ;  the  critical  moment  efcaped  when  he  either  might  have 
fiibdued  the  divided  RuJJianshy  hif  power,  or  united  them  in 
his  intereft  by  his  policy  ;  the  fame  circumftances  never  again 
returned,  and  thus,  after  feeing  himfelf  in  pofleffion  of  the 
whole  empire^  and  his  fon  called  to  the  throne  by  the  voice 
of  the  people^  he  was  glad  to  fit  down  fatisfied  that  he  had  prc- 
ferved  the  dutc^ies  of  Severia  and  Noyogrod  of  all  his  con* 
quefts,  and  thefe  too  purchafed  at  the  expence  of  a  multi- 
tude of  lives  and  immenfe  treafures.  In  this  manner  ended 
a  war  which  proved  atmoft  fatal  to  Rujjia^  and  had  once 
raifed  Poland  to  the  moft  powerful  and  formidable  ftate  in 
Sfeif-  Europe.  The  indolence  of  Sigifmund  is  blamed  on  all  hands 
inund*j  ^s  the  caufe  of  the  laft  revolution,  though  we  rouft  confefi 
conduB  We  do  not  conceive  how  it  was  poilible  for  him  to  avoid  the 
•i;/W/ftf//</.  confequenccs  of  fo  general  and  fudden  a  change  in  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  people,  which  feemcd  to  be  efFeded  by  means 
invifiblc  and  infcru table  to  the  human  eye  :  befides,  it  » 
highly  probable  that  his  attention  was  neccflatily  diverted 
from  the  affairs  of  RuJJia^  by  the  revolution  which  fell  out 
in  7ranfylvania^  and  threatened  Europe  with  a  dreadful  ftorm 
oh  the  fide  of  the  Othoman  empire.  It  would  be  difficult 
otherwife  to  refcuc  the  charafter  of  Sigifmund  from  contra- 
didion.  He  was  allowed  to  be  a  wife  and  politic  prince; 
he  had  for  feveral  years  given  the  clofeft  application  to  the 
revolutions  in  RuJJia^  and  narrowly  watched  eveiy  change  j 
he  had  lavifhed  great  fiims  of  money,  and  feed  rivers  of 
blood  in  purfuing  the  conquefis  of  that  country  :  k  would 

*  BizARDiiRs,  pag.  8&»    LaC^mb,  ibidr 
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be  abftird  therefore  to  afcribe  to  indolence  his  bow  dropping 
a  fcheniie  which  he  had  fo  long  and  To  eagerly  profecuted  ; 
let  us  rather  impute  it  to  the  neceiHcy  of  the  tinnes^  and  the 
alteration  in  circumflaoces,  which  required  a  change  in  his 
mcafures.  .    '  ^ 

A  VARIETY  of  circumftances  concurred  to  difturb  the  '  ^* 
peace  of  all  the  countries  bordering  upon  Poland;  and  in 
this  fituation  it  was  not  poiSble  that  Slgifmund  could  fit  a 
tame  fpe^ator.  Bethlem  Gabor^  a  nobleman  of  Tranfylva- 
may  afpiring  at  the  fovereignty  of  that  country,  defeated  and 
depofed  Gabriel  Batori^  and  made  himfelf  maimer  o^  the  prio*  ^ 
cipality.  The  unfettled  fituation  o{  Bohemia  furnifhed  him 
with  the  means  of  extending  his  conquefts.  Gabor  had  am- 
bition^  and  he  refolved  tp  gratify  it  at  the  expence  of  Hun- 
garyy  which  kingdom  he  attacked  with  great  vigour,  and  re- 
duced feveral  important  towns  and  fortreiTes.  At  laft  he 
feized  upon  Pre/burg  the  capital,  .and  aflumed  the  title  of 
princQ  of  Hungary.  The  Bohemians  applied  for  his  afliftancc 
againft  the  emperor^  and  Gab^r^  fure  of  being  fupported  by 
the  Othoman  court,  promifed  all  they  defired.  The  Poles  on 
the  other  band,  dreading  the  power  pf  the  ufurper  Gabor^ 
and  compaSionating  the  fituation  of  Batorij  a  defcendant  of 
the  family  of  their  beloved  monarch,  took  part  with  the  em- 
peror. Sigifmund  detached  a  body  of  Poles  and  Cojfacks  to 
Jpin  the  Imperialifts  in  Bohemia^  and  by  their  affiftance  Frede* 
TiCy  ele^Sor-palatine,  chofen  king  of  Bohemia^  was  drivea 
out  of  that  country  ^, 

This  was  only  the  prelude  to  a  bloody  war.  Hitherto  ^«r  w/Vit 
the  Turks  had  remained  neutral ;  now  they  refentcd  the  part  if^^Turks^ 
which  Poland  took  in  the  affairs  of  provinces,  over  which  the 
fultan  claimed  a  fovereignty.  Tranfylvania  h^d  repeatedly 
paiTed  from  the  hands  of  the  Imperialifts  to  thofe  of  the  in- 
fidels;  at  this  juncture  G^^^r  was  protected  by  the  Grand 
Seigpior,  and  the  interpofuion  of  the  Poles  was  deemed  an  in- 
fraSioo  of  the  treaty  fubfiftipg  between  thp  Pgrte  and  king  y 
Sigifmund,  The  intrigues  of  Qabor  likewife  acqplerated  the 
rupture ;  for  this  prince  accufed  Gratiani^  vaivode  of  Molda-r 
via^  of  adhering  to  the  Poles,  though  h?  was  projeSed  by 
the  fultan.  In  confequence  a  Turkijh  army  was  ordered  tp 
pafs  into  that  province,  and  feize  upon  the  perfon  of  the  vai- 
vode. The  honour  of  Sigifmun4  was  interefted  in  the  de- 
fence of  this  ally,  on  the  brink  of  falling  a  facrifice  to  his 
attachment  to  Poland,  Accordingly  Zalkiewiiki^  general  of  the 
(rown,  was  detached  with  eight  thoufand  Poles,  and  a  body 
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of  Cojacis  to  his  afEftancc.    The  vaivodc  promifcd  to  join 
him  wirh  fourteen  thoufand  Moldavians ;   but  the  fudden  ir- 
ruption of  the  Turks  had   difconcerted   his  meafures,    and 
obliged  him  to  feek  flielter  in  the  Pt^lifl)  army,  with  no  more 
than  fix  hundred  followers.     In  this  fxtuation  the  Pol'tjh  ge- 
neral was  forced  to  place  his  whole  confidence  in   his  own 
abilities  and  the  valour  of  his  troops.     His  imire  force  did 
not  exceed  twenty  thoufand  men,  moft  of  thefe  were  irrcgu* 
lar  Cojfacks^  upon  whom  he  could  have  no  depcndance,  be- 
caufe  they  embraced  every  opportunity  of  going  in  qucft  of 
plunder.     The  Turkijh  army  amounted  to  fcvepty  thoufand 
men,  among  whom  was  a  large  body  of  janifiaries,  the  flower 
of  the  whole  Othoman  empire.     Zolkiewiski  however  percciv- 
ihg  the  impoffibility  of  retreating  with  honour,  formed  the 
brave  refolution  either  of  conquering  this  vaft  multitude,. ot 
of  perifliing  in  the  attempt.     He  omitted  nothing  that  pru- 
dence could  dilate  to  fupport  valour  :    he  feized  upon  the 
moft  advantageous  pofts,  and  by  his  addrefs  and  fuperior  (kill 
in  chufing  his  ground   and  encampments,  drew  the  J'urks 
into  a  fituation  where  they  could  not  poffibly  put  forth  tb€ir 
whole  ftrength.     Having  gained  this  point  he  harrafled  their 
out-parties,  cut  off  their  convoys,  and  reduced  them  to  the 
riecelTity  of  attacking  him  in  a  fituatron  almoft  impregnable, 
to  avoid  perifliing  by  famine.     Never  was  any  adion  brought 
on  with  more  condud,  or  maintained  with  greater  valour  ; 
f6r  a  whole  day  he  fuftained  the  moft  furious  attacks  from 
the  janifiaries  in   front,    and   the  Tartars^  who  had  found 
means  to  pfenetrate  the  woods  and  climb  vaft  mountains,  in 
the  me-      ^^s  rear  and  flanks.    After  prodigious  carnage  of  their  troops, 
tnarahle      the  Tartars  were  forced  to  found  a  retreat,   and  leave  the 
(pi^ory  ai4 ^ory  of  the  day  to  the  Poles ^  though  they  propofed  renew* 
retreat  of  ipg  the  attempt  in  the  morning.     Had  Zolkiewish  been,  fup- 
Zolkie-     ported  by  his  officers,  it  is  probable  he  muft  have  intirely 
wiski  t/je  ruined  the  Turkijh  army ;    but  cither   the   bafhaw's  money, 
rPhm*^^-Qj.  jj^gjj.    Q^^  fg^j-g  prevailed   upon  them  to  forfake   their 
^       •       gallant  general,  and  to  quit  the  camp  at  this  critical  junSure 
Hfith  half  the  Polijh  army. 

There  now  remained  no  hopes  of  being  able  to  refift  fb 
powerful  an  enemy,  reduced  to  defpair  by  necefEty,  Zoh 
kiewiski  was  forced  to  think  of  a  retreat,  and  the  great  dif- 
ficulty was  how  to  efFeiSl:  it  and  regain  Potundy  by  cutting  his 
,  way  through  the  ^fwarms  of  Turks  and  Tartan^  which  occu- 
pied all  the  pafles  in  Moldavia.  Imagination  cannot  form  a 
more  beautiful  plan  than  he  had  laid  for  this  purpofc,  and 
though  it  was  fruftrated  by  accident,  the  name  of  Zolkiewiski 
l^ill  be  trarifoiitted  to  poftcrity  ^rnong  the  firft  of  heroes 
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who  do  honour  to  the  republic  qf  Poland.  He  was  no  fooner 
informed  of  the  perfidy  of  his  officers,  and  the  defertion  of 
half  of  his  troops,  than  he  formed  the  remainder  into  a  fquare 
battalion^  enclofed  by  a  kind  of  moveable  entrenchment  com- 
ppied  of  the  waggons  and  carriages  that  accompanied  the  ar- 
my. In  this  order  he  beg^n  his  march  for  the  Neijiery  and 
had  reached  within  three  days  journey  of  the  Potijh  frontiers, 
ia  defpight  of  the  utmoft  endeavours  of  the  whole  Turkijh 
and  Tartarim  forces,  who  were  making  continual  attacks 
upon  him  during  his  march,  blocking  up  the  pailes,  break- 
ing the  roads,  and  cutting  off  his  provifion  and  means  6f 
fiibfiftence.  All  the  day  was  employed  in  repulfing  tfie  ene« 
my,  foraging  and  bringing  provifions  to  his  flying  camp ;  at 
night  he  made  forced  map:hes,  and  by  break  of  day  advanced 
(o  far,  that  fometimes  the  enemy  were  uncertain  wl^t  route 
he  had  taken.  Hiftory  affords  no  infiance  of  fo  extraordinary 
a.  retreat,  performed  with  fuccefs  for  ^he  fpace  of  eight  days 
by  five  thoufand  men,   in  the  face  of  eighty  thou^nd  in-  v 

cenfed  enemies.  Even  the  retreat  of  the  ten  thoufand  Greeks 
under  Xensphon  would  appear  lefs  memorable  than  this  ex- 
ploit of  the  Polijh  general,  had  it  not  been  recorded  by  the 
inimitable  pen  of  the  fame  perfon  whq  had  conduced  the 
enterprize. 

ZOLKIEWISKI  had  now  reached  within  two  leagues  of 
the  Neijier^  the  repaffing  which  river  would  have  placed  him 
in  perfedl  fecurity,  and  eternized  his  glory.  He  was  on  the 
point  of  compailing  his  laft  wi£h,  and  his  little  troop  were 
preparing  the  bridges,  when  a  panic,  which  feized  the  atten- 
dants  of  the  camp,  fent  upon  a  foraging  party,  fpread  through, 
/tbe  whole  army,  and  facrificed  to  imaginary  danger^  a  corps 
that  had  refifted  fo  many  real  ones,  and  furmourued  difficul- 
ties hardly  incredible.  All  fell  into  confufion ;  the  endea- 
vours of  the  general,  the  exhortations,  menaces,  and  exam- 
ple of  ZolJtiewiiii  were  vain.  They  fled  about  the  country 
without  a  poffibility  of  efcaping,  and  were  ^ut  in  pieces  or 
ni^de  flaves  by  the  Tartars.  Zolkiewiski  was  almoft  the  only 
perfon  of  the  whole  army  who  ventured  to  difjpute  his  life  : 
his  courage  and  prefence  of  mind  never  forfook  him ;  but 
now  he  was  abandoned  by  all  his  forces,  they  were  exerted 
te  ho  pWpofe.  He  made  the  nobleft  efforts,  but  wias  at  laft 
overpowered  with  numbers,  fl;ain,  decapitated,  and  his  head 
few  to  Conjiantinopky  as  the  moft  valuable  prefeht  that  could 
be  offered  to  the  fultan.  In  this  unfortunate  manner  ended 
the  glorious  atchievements  of  thePoliJb  hero,  while  the  ene- 
my ravaged  PedoHa,  the  only  important  confequence  they  de-  ' 
d«icf  d  from  Uicir  triumph  over  the  Toiu, 
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A.  D.         'The  deflruSion  of  2olkitimski  and  his  liltic  corps  only 
1622.     whetted  the  ardoi*  of  the  P^// for  greater  advantages  s    and 
The  JuUan  perhaps  the  policy  of  that  court  required  that  the  army  fhould 
takes  the     be  kept  employed  to  prevent  inteftine  commotions.      Ofifum 
fo^^^'  was  at  the  head  of  the  empire  in   the  room  of  the  depofed 

Muftapha  (A).  He  was  young,  fierce,  ambitious,  and  war- 
like :  he  beheld  with  indip^nation  the  check  given  to  an  ar- 
my of  eighty  thoufand  Turh  by  a  handful  of  Foles^  and  was 
not  fatished  with  the  blood  of  the  hero  who  had  thus  fet  the 
Othoman  empire  at  defiance.  As  if  Poland  could  not  produce 
^oihti^olkiewiskt^  he  meditated  the  entire  deftrudion  of  the 
ilpublic,  and  made  fure  of  fuccefs.  Indeed  his  vaft  prepa- 
rations threatened  very  fatal  confequences  to  Polandm  All' 
Turkey  was  in  motion,  and  the  emperor  appeared  early  in  the 
fpring  upon  the  frontiers  of  Moldavia^  at  the  head  of  three 
hundred  thoufand  men.  Poland  Rood  fingly  againft  this  for- 
midable power,  which  feemed  capable  of  crufliing  die  repub- 
lic at  one  blow.  The  emperor,  apprehending  that  the 
torrent  would  fall  upon  his  own  dominions,  deferted  P$Iand, 
though  Sigifmund  had  brought  this  danger  upon  himfelf,  by 
affording  htm  afliftance  againft  the  )s\ng  oi  Bohemia  ^XiA  ^z 
ufurper  of  Tranfyhanla,  In  this  critical  jun£lure  Cholkiewitz^ 
who  had  gained  fuch  reputation  againft  the  Swedes  and  A^fi' 
£ovites,  was  detached  towards  the  frontiers  with  an  army  of 
no  more  than  twenty  thoufand  men,  to  oppofe  the  progrefi 
of  the  enemy.  He  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  Nn/ier^ 
.  in  an  advantageous  fituation,  where  he  was  attacked  with 
great  impetuofity  by  the  whole  Turkijb  army.  C)/^tf;7  defpifed 
the  weaknefs  of  the  Poles ;  encouraged  by  the  prcfence  of 
He  is  their  emperor,  the  Turks  made  frequent  attempts  to  force  the 
foiled^         lines,  and  were  conftantly  repulfed  with  great  flaughter*. 

While  the  two  armies  lay  facing  each  other,  and  in  con- 
tinual action,  the  brave  Cholkiewiiz  died  of  a  malady  con- 
trafted  by  the  perpetual  care,  vigilance,  and  aflivity  which 
he  exerted,  leaving  the  command  of  the  Poles  to  Stanijbus 
Lubomirskiy  an  officer  who  had  exhibited  fignal  proofs  of  his 

*  £xzARD.  pag.  97.    Font.  lib.  v. 

(A)  This  prince,  called  Of-  Oihman,  who  was  fh-angled  the 
man  by  the  Chriftian  writers,  was  preceding  year ;  a  point  which 
Morad  IV.  who  fucceeded  in  will  be  cleared  up  by  com  par- 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1622.  ing  this  with  what  wc  have  re-. 
It  15  probable,  that  by  a  miftake  lated  in  the  twelfth  volume  of 
in  the  chronology  they  mean  the  Uniyerfal  Hiftory  (1). 
(i)  $ubt  h6€  Apttt 
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courage  and  ability.  This  event  threw  a  confiderable  darap 
over  £e  fpirits  of  the  Polijh  foldiers  ;  but  the  vigorous  mea- 
furfs  taken  by  the  new  general  revived  their  courage,  and 
the  jun<£lion  of  the  Cojfaiks  augmented  their  numbers,  and 
enabled  them  to  fight  upon  more  equal  terms,  though  ftiU  . 

inferior  to  hsrtf  the  number  of  the  enemy.  The  Cojfacks 
had  fought  their  way  through  a  fuperior  army  of  Tartars  fent 
to  oppofc  their  joining  the  Poles.  For  the  fpace  of  eight 
hours  a  pafs  had  been  difputed,  and  at  laft  carried  fword  in 
hand  by  the  Cojfacksy  who  muft  be  allowed  to  have  con- 
tributed greatly  to  the  happy  iflue  of  this  war,  in  which  they 
had  eminently  fignali^ed  their  valour. 

OS  MAN ^  perceiving  that  the  Chriftian  army  was  encreaf- 
ing  daily,  propofed.  a  general  attack  on  their  lines  by  the  , 
tweiity-eighth  of  September ^  and  led  his  troops  in  perfon. 
The  jani&ries  began  the  adlion  by  break  of  day,  and  fought 
with  the  mod  defperate  fury  for  the  fpace  of  twelve  hours, 
fjrefh  troops  conftantly  fupplying  the  place  of  the  fatigued, 
wounded,  and  flain.  Ten  limfes  were  the  Turks  repiilfcd,  and 
as  often  were  they  led  back  to  the  attack  by  their  bafhaws, 
who  charged  under  the  immediate  eye  of  the  fultan,  and  were 
ambitious  of  diftinguifhing  themfelves.  All  their  efforts  were^^^/orr^^ 
fruitlefs ;  the  Poles  were  impenetrable,  and  the  infidels  were  to  make 
atlafl  forced  to  found  a  retreat,  after  having  left  near  thirty  Z^^^- 
thoufand  flain  before  the  intrenchments.  From  the  time  the 
two  armies  had  firfl  faced  each  other,  the  different  attacks' 
coft  the  fultan  upwards  of  threefcore  thoufand  lives,  the  bulk 
of  whom  cQnftiled  of  janiflaries,  the  flower  of  the  army,  and 
the  bulwark  of  the  Othoman  empire.  Difeafe  and  famine 
co-operated  with  the  fword,  and  the  furkijh  army  was  dimi- 
nifhed  to  half  the  forces  brought  into  the  field.  The  coun- 
try was  incapable  of  fupplying  either  provifion  or  forage ;  the 
horfes  on  both  fides  perifhed  in  thoufands  of  hunger ;  the 
fiench  of  dead  carcafTes  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  camps 
became  intolerable ;  even  at  this  feafon  of  the  year  a  pef)i- 
lence  was  dreaded  from  the  putrid  exhalations  which  had 
impregnated  and  poifoned  the  atmofphere  :  ^he  fultan  re- 
linquiflied  all  hopes  of  penetrating  ihto  Poland ;  and  Luh9' 
mirski  grew  tired  of  contending  widi  fo  vehement,  obfiinate, 
and  potent  an  enemy:  a  conference  was  propofed  by  the 
Turky  and  accepted  by  the  Pole ;  in  confequence  of  which 
a  truce  was  concluded,  extremely  honourable  to  the  repub- 
lic, though  it  did  not  produce  a  fingle.  advantage.  By  this 
treaty  it  was  flipulated,  that  notwithflanding  the  fultan  ihould 
have  the  nomination  of  the  vaivode  of  MoUaviay  that  prince 
ihould  always  be  a  Chriftian^  and  all  infidels  be  excluded 
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from  tht  foverejgnty  of  the  principality  :  dii$  Wai  gaining  a 
barrier  againft  the  future  incnrfions  of  the  Turks,  That  the 
Poles  fliould  te^ottChoaan  to  the  PorU ;  and  that  the  T'tfr/^i 
and  Coffacks^  who  fliould  henceforward  commit  ravages,  and 
^  dccafion  a  rupture  between  the  fultan  and  the  king  of  Poland^ 

fliould  be  mutually  puni£bed  by  thefe  monarch^  with  the  ut* 
moft  feverity.  Thcfc  were  the  principal  articles  of  a  treaty 
which  reftored  tranquillity  to  Poland^  and  diverted  that  gather- 
ing ftorm  which  threatened  to  overwhelm  all  Europe  ^. 
fFarivitb     ^'^^  ^^'^  of  repofe  now  reftored  io  Poland  vfz%  but  of 
Sweden     ^^^  duration.     The  adive,  ambitious,  and  heroic  Guftanm- 
in  Livo-   Adolphus  now  filled  the  throne  of  Sweden^  and  among  other 
jnia.  proje6b  for  extending  his  dominions,  and  gaining  Sweden 

weight  in  the  fcale  o^  Chrifiendom,  laid  a  fcheme  for  thft 
recovery  of  Livonia^  which  had  been  repeatedly  attempted  in 
the  late  reign,  while- P^Zi^iii  was  engaged  in  wars  with  the 
'  Turks  and  Mufcovites.  As  far  back  as  the  year  1607,  king 
Charles  endeavoured  to  retrieve  his  difgrace  before  Rtvel^ 
and  for  that  purpofe  fent  the  count  di  Mansfeld  with  an  ar- 
my into  this  province.  At  firft  the  Swedes  met  with  feme 
fuccefs-;  he  laid  fiege  to  Wijfenfiem  and  reduced  it:  the 
fame  fortune  attended  him  before  other  fortrefies,  which  he 
took  byiafiault;  after  which  he  inade  a  fruitlefs  attack  on 
JVolmar^  and  was  defeated  by  the  garrifon  pf  Derpt.  Next 
year  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  was  agreed  upon  by  the  generals  \ 
but  the  Swedifl)  monarch  refuiing  to  ratify  it,  ordered  Mans* 
fgld  to  lay  fiege  to  Dwmamunde  and  Rockenhaufen^  both 
which  he  reduced.  To  the.  campaign  fucceeded  negotia- 
tions, which  were  rendered  abortive  by  the  obftinacy  of  the 
partids.  The  Poles  in&fted  upon  the  refiitution  of  the  places 
perfidbufly  attacked  by  the  enemy,  while  a  truce  fubiified  be- 
tween the  armies;  and  the  Swedes  refufed  this  demand,  un* 
der  pretence  that  their  king  had  not  ratified  the  armiftice. 
Thai  the  conferences  broke  up,  becaufe  the  deputies  could 
not  agree  upon  preliminaries.  Mean  time  the  Swedijh  fleet 
Was  cruizing  i>S  Dunnamunde^  to  intercept  the  Riga  fliipping, 
and  ruin  the  commerce  of  the  PoUs.  The  inhabitants  rf 
Riga  bad  their  revenge,  by  Sizing  upon  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity of  flipping  feveral  firefliips  in  the  night  into  the  mid- 
dle of  the  Swedyh  fleet,  by  which  three  men  of  war  and  two 
fngates  were  deftroyed,  and  the  admiral  forced  to  quit  his 
ilation.  In  the  year  16  ij  the  jepublic  of  Pcland^  being 
deeply  engaged  in  the  a&irs  ^  Mufctivy^  was  defirous  (h 

'  ^  Univ.  Hi^«  vol.  xii.     Locccn.  Hb.  viii.    Heipem.  libizi/ 
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oompromtfifig  the  diiFerence$  with  Sweden,  about  Livonh*    It 
vto  with  this  view  that  an  armiftice  was  figned  by  the  gene- 
rals of  both  fides ;    but  as  it  had  not  received  the  faniSioii  of 
dther  government,  Sigifmund  was  fenfible  that  the  Swedes 
might  profit  by  it  as  they  had  done  in  the  late  reigii.     He 
therefore  fought  to  eftablifh  a  folid  peace,  under  the  media- 
tion of  the  eledor  of  Brandenburg,     To  gain  more  weight 
the  eledor  folicited  the  king  of  Great  Britain^  and  the  ffaues-^ 
general  of  the  United  Provinces,  to  join  in  the  mediation, 
and  exert  their  influence  with   the  court  of  Sweden :   and 
they  were  both  the  more  readily  induced  to  interpofe  their 
good   ofSces,    becaufe  they  hoped,  by  ridding  Gujiavui  of 
the  P9lifly  war,  to  er^gage  him  in  defence  of  the  ProtcJftants 
of  the  empire.     Guftavus-Adolphus  expreiled  his  inciinatton 
to  yield  to  the  terms    offered  by   the  mediators,   provided 
that  Sigifmund  would  acknowledge  his  right  to  the  crown  of 
Sweden^  and  make  a  formal  renunciation  of  his  own  preten- 
fions.     The  refult  was,  that  the  truce  concluded   between 
the  generals  fiiould  be  confirmed  in  its  full  in^ntion  and  ex- 
tent by  the  monarchs  ;    that  each  fhould  retain  what  he  then 
poflfefled ;  but  that  the  Swedifi  troops  (hould  not  be  required  to 
aift  jn  c6njun<Stion  with  the  Poles  againft  the  RuJJiam.     Af- 
terwards the  truce  was  prolonged  by  authority  for  two  years, 
and  repeated  armiftices  were  made  by  the  commanders  of 
I   both  fides,  as  foon  as  the  truce  between  the  nations  was  ex* 
jrired  ;    but  in  the  year  161 6  Guftavus  fent  Jerom  Gylderjiem 
'  with  a  fquadron,  and  Nils  Siernchild  with  a  body  of  forces 
to  Livonia^  by  which  means  he  furprifed  fort  Dunnamundey 
I   which  had  been  reftored  by  the  late  truce  to  Poland^  and 
(   thereby  flruck  fuch  terror  into  Bjga^  .that  if  the  Swedijh  ge- 
[  nerat  had  purfued  the  blow,  and  improved  his  advantage, 
!   that  valuable  city  muft  have  fubmitced;      Nothing  befides 
I   flight  fkirmiih^s  paiTed  until  the  year  1620,  when  Gujlavm 
I   refdlved  to  eai-ry  on  the  war  in  perfon  tn  Livonia ^  and  to 
I    make  tntire  conqueS  of  that  province.     The  Polijh  troop* 
[.   were  now  employed  in  Moldavia,,  and  the  conjun^iire  ap- 
\    peared  in  every  refped  favourable.    With  a.  numerous  fleet  of  GuftavW* 
I  ^men  of  war  and  tran^rts,  on  board  which  was  an  arm^  of  Adolphut 
I'  twenty •  five  thoofand  men,  he  fteered  his  ceurfe  to  Riga^  lays  JUgo 
made  a  defcent,  and  laid  fiege  to  that  irhportaht  city,  which  fa  Ri|t. 
had  long  been  the  caufe  of  dififention  between  the  republic 
I    ind  Sweden.    Sigifmund  hwi  no  army  to  oppofe  to  the  young 
king,  and  he  was  forced  to  repofe  his  whole  confidence  in 
tke  valour  of  the  befieged  and  the  ftrength  of  the  fortifica^ 
tions.    Radzivil^^  general  of.  the  Lithuanians^  endeavoured 
19  throw  in  fucoDufs j  hiat  he  was  too  weak  to  keep  the 
,  '      '  field 
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field  againft  the  Swedijh  out-parties.  For  fix  weeks  the  in* 
habitants  defended  the  city  with  ail  pofiible  gallantry  and^ 
condud;  but  it  was  not  po(iible  to  refifi  the  united  prcf- 
fure  of  fatigue,  difeafe,  famine,  and  an  active  powerful  cnc- 
Riga/tfyffff  jj^y  .  defpairing  of  relief  they-at  length  capitulated,  and  ob- 
^  -^  tained  conditions  worthy  of  the  valour  they  had  exerted.  Gttf* 
dweae?.  /|gx;«j  not  only  granted  all  the  former  privileges  of  the  city,* 
but  endowed  it  with  new  and  valuable  immunities,  which  be > 
promifed  to  extend  farther  fliould  the  people  prove  equally 
faithful  to  him  as  they  had  (hewn  themfelves  to  the  king  rf 
Poland.  The  only  change  he  introduced  was  the  banifli-- 
racnt  of  the  Jefuits  ;  and  this  meafure  was  abfolutely  necef* 
fary  to  the  repofe  of  the  city,  as  thcfe  meddling  ecclefiaftics 
were  perpetually  at  the  bottom  of  fome  intrigues,  dilated' 
by  ambition  and  a  reftlefs  fpirit. 

Nor  could  Sigifmund  prevent  the  Swedtjh  monarch  from 
carrying  bis  conquefts  into  Courlandy  where  he  reduced  AUt' 
i»tt\    a  place  of  which  he  made  reflitution  at  the  enfuing 
truce,,    A  negotiation  for  this  purpofc  had  been  fet  on  foot 
immediately  after  the  furrender  of  i^/^<2,  and  was  nowatlaft' 
concluded  for  the  fpacc  of  one  year  j    by  which  timfc  Sigif'-' 
,  mund  hoped  to  clear  his  hands,  of  the  lurkijh  war  that  had 
given  full    employment   to   all   the  forces  of  the  republic. 
However,  before  thh  Polijh  army  could  be  withdrawn  from 
tValacbia  the  truce  was  expired,  and  Guftavus  renewed  hofti*. 
lities,  extending  his  conqueAs  to  the  gates  oiDantzick^Vihkh 
city  he  likewife  blocked  up  wixh  a  fquadron.     Several  towns 
in  Prujfta  fubmitted  to  the  Swedes  j  and  Sigifmund  perceiving 
that  even  his  prefencic  and  utmoft  endeavours  could  not  ftem 
the  torrent  of  difgrace,  follicite;d  a  prolongation  of  the  i^r- 
midice,  and  obtained  it  on  condition  that  he  would  contri- 
bute all  in  his  power  towards  accompliihing  a  folid  and  durt 
able  pacification  ^. 
Truces  he-     During  this  ceflation  of  hoftilities,  a  variety  of  expe-- 
fweentbe  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  propofed  for  terminating  the  difFercnccs  betweeQ 
Pw9  no-    ^^®  'wo  monarchs.  •  The  Swedijb  writers  blame  the  obfti* 
Uom.  '    '  nacy  of  Sigifmund  \    while  the  Poles  recriminate  by  afcribiag: 
the  c6ntinuation  of  the  war  to  the  ambition  and  unreafon- 
able'demands  of  Guftavus^  who  was  defirous  of  treating  with 
the  high  hand  of  a  conqueror.     Among  other  fchemes  of 
accommodation  it  was  propofed,  that  Guftavus  fhould  cede 
Livoma  to  the  PoleSy  and  Sigifmund  renounce  all  claims  on 
EJihonia  and  Finland ;    that,  in  cafe  Gujiavus  died  without. 
inale  ifiue,  one  of  Sigifmund'sfom  fliould  fucceed  to  the  throne 
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etSfoiJifi^  thzt  Slgifmund  mig:ht  in  the  mean  tioie  ({uarter 
the  Swedijh  arms ;  but  that  he  (hould  bind  himfdf  by  the 
inoft  folemn  engagements  not  to  diftutb  the  government  of 
Guftavus^  or  make  any  attempts  for  the  recovery  of  the  Stve^ 
Jijh  crown  in  the  life-time  of  that  prince.  If  we  may  credit 
Locctnius  and  Puffindorffy  this  propofal  w^as  ftrong-ly  fup* 
ported  by  Radziviiy  general  of  the  Lithuanians ^  by  which  he 

,  incurred  Sigi/muntTs  difpleafure.  Certain*  it  is,  that  the  re- 
public difFered  widely  in  opinion  from  4:hc  king,  who  was  al- 
moft  fmgle  in  rejefting  the  terms  offered  by  Sweden,  Si-  ; 
gifmund  ^ught  only  the  opportunity  of  taking  the  Swedes  at  a  *^*S» 
difadvantage^  when  the  projedting  head  of  Gu/iavus  ihould 
have  involved  him  in  other  affairs.  For  this  reafon  he  would 
only  confent  to  fhort  ceffations,  which  were  from  time  to 
time  firolonged,  while  the  (lates  were  defirous  of  a  permanent 
peace,  and  perfifted  fo  firenuoufly  in  thefe  fentiments,  that 
they  refuied  contributing  to  the  fupport  of  the  war.  This 
contention  between  the  king  and  people  furni(hed  Gujlavta 
with  the  faireft  opportunity  of  extending  his  dominions,  and 
fopctng  Poland  into  fuch  terms  as  he  (hould  chufe  to  prefcribe. 
Immediately  on  the  expiration  of  the  laft  truce  he  took  the 
field,  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  all  that  remained  to  Sigif- 
mund  of  Livonia,  In  vain  did  prince  Sapieha^  with  three  thou- 
fand  Liihudniansj  make  feveral  vigorous  efforts  to  check  his 
progreis ;  his  force  was  unequal,  and  his  talents  greatly  in- 
ferior to  thofe  of  Gujidvus.  In  confequence  Derpty  Roken-  ^ 
haufeny  and  a  variety  of  other  places  were  reduced,  and  gar-  ^^^ 
rifoned  by  Swedijh  forces.  Nothing  indeed  could  withftand 
this  young  conqueror,  who  was  now  juftly  ftiled  the  Lion  of 
the  North;  and  it  proceeded  from  ignorance  of  his  true 
chara£ler,  that  Sigifmund  had  fo  long  perfevered  in  a  refolu- 
tion  which  was  like  to  have  proved  fatal  to  Poland.  The 
fire,  courage,  genius,  and  ambition  QfGuJiavusy  had  not  yet 
blazed  forth  in  meridian  luttre  :   however  his  talents  had  fuf- 

,  ficiently  appeared  to  convince  the  ftates  of  Polandy  that 
their  wifeft  condu£i  would  be  to  fteer  clear,  of  all  difputes 
with  a  monarch  fo  well  acquainted  with  his  own  rights,  fo 
jealous  of  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  fo  able  and  ready 
to  do  himfelf  juftice. 

The  fluduating  councils  of  Polandy  and  the  advantages    A.  D« 
already  obtained,  encouraged  Gujiavus  to  penetrate  into  jLf-     1626* 
thuanioy  where  he  reduced  BirfeHy  and  fpread  conflernation 
over  th^  whole  dutchy.    This  town   he  defpotled  of  ftxty 
pieces  of  fine  cannon,  which  he  fent  to  RigOy  a  port  that  he 
cheriflied  with  the  moft  tender  care^  in  hopes  of  attaching 
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the  inhabitanits  to  his  intereft.  The  reduftion  of  Birfenwt 
fucceeded  by  the  entire  defeat  of  prince  Sapieha  with  a  bodj 
of  Lithuanians^  which  was  cut  in  pieces  near  jyolfen  by  the 
Swedijh  generals  H^rn  and  Thum.  Yet  did  not  thefe  foe- 
cedes  prevent  Gujiavui  from  making  overtures  of  peace,  la 
order  that  he  might  purfue  unmolefted  fome  other  fchemet 
which  he  had  planned.  He  made  now  the  faoie  propofali 
that  had  been  rqeded  the  preceding  year,  offering  to  divide 
with  Sigifmund  the  title  of  king  of  Sweden^  to  declare  Im. 
fon  prefumptive  heir  of  his  crown ;  and  to  reftore  Livm 
upon  no  other  conditions  than  that  Finland  and  Efikm 
(hould  be  confirmed  to  Sweden  %  but  Sigi/mundt  grown  peevifh 
with  old  age,  infirmity,  and  difappointmcnt,  carried  his  pre? 
tenfions  beyond  his  power,  and  indifcreetjy.  refufed  dSai 
which  in  a  little  time  he  could  not  expc&.  It  is  thought 
that  he  relied  greatly  on  the  emperor's  affiftance,  whpfe  anm 
were  at  this  time  triumphant  in  Germany ;  a  delufive  hope 
that  foon  vanifhed  before  the  vigour  and  good  fortune  of 
Prcgre/s  Gujiavus,  It  was  on  the  refufal  of  thefe  fecond  overtures, 
t/*  the  that  Gujiavus  made  a  defcent  on  Pitiau  with  ^  numerom 
Swediih  fquadron,  and  an  army  of  twenty-dx  thou&nd  well-difciplined 
^m»  foldiers.      Elhing^  Marienhurg^    Dirfchau^  Chriftburg^  Great 

and  Little  IVerden^  with  a  variety  of  other  towns,  cities,  and 
fortreffes  in  PruJJia^  yielded  to  the  conqueror,  and  Sigifmujii 
had  fcarce  found  time  to  throw  a  body  of  three  thouiand  men 
into  Dantzicx.  The  ability  however  of  Kmeckfpolski^  and 
the  return  of  Gujiavus  to  Sweden^  turned  for  a  while  the 
fcale  of  fortune,  and  produced  fome  advantages  to  Sigifnuod 
The  Poles  laid  fiege  to  Mariemburg  and  Merve^  fought  two 
obff  inate  battles  with  the  Swedijh  generaVwho  attempted  the 
relief  of  the  garrifons,  and  though  worfted  upon  bothoc* 
cafions,  found  means  to  reduce  the  latter  place  to  furrender 
at  difcretion.  The  fame  general  likewtfe  prevented  the' 
Swedes  from  fuccouring  Pautzkey  took  that  place,  and  de- 
feated on  the  frontiers  of  Pomerania  a  body  of  Germans  who 
were  on  their  march  to  join  the  enemy;  but  the  return 
of  Gujiavus  again  changed  the  face  of  affairs.  He  de- 
feated the  Poles  at  Kafammarcky  with  the  flaughter  of  three 
thoufand  of  their  Tnen^  after  which  he  laid  n^e  to  Diant" 
%icky  now  almoft  the  only  fea-port  belonging  to  the  republic* 
Konieckjfolski  exerted  his  utmoft  diligence  and  ability  for  the 
relief  of  a  city  fo  important :  he  aflembled  his  troops,  at« 
tacked  the  Swedijh  intrenchments,  was  feconded  by  a  vigorous 
fally  of  the  befieged,  and  proved  fo  fortunate  as  to.  oblige 
the  king  to  break  up  his  camp,  in  coolequence  of  a  dan* 

gerous 
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geroiis  wound  which  he  received  (A).  It  muft  be  eoaSt&A 
indeed  that  the  relations  of  the  P^Jb  and  Swedi/h  hiftorians  of 
the  principal  a£tions  of  thefe  two  campaigns  differ  widely  in 
material  cifcumftances,  which  it  would  be  impoffible  to  clear 
up  at  this  diftance  of  time,  as  each  fpeak  pofitively  to  fa6t^ 
^bich  the  other  deny.  For  this  reafon  we  have  only  given 
a  fuperficial  review  of  traniadions  which  we  have  already 
cs^icitly  related  upon  the  bed*  authorities,  merely  to  pre- 
fove  the  thread  of  the  Polijh  narrative^.  It  will  be  fufficient 
to  mention  in  this  place,  that  ambafiadors  from  the  ftates- 
gener^  now  arrived  mPruffia  to  mediate  ah  accommoda- 
tion, with  a  view  that  Guftavus  might  be  at  liberty  to  turn 
bis  arms  to  the  fuccour  of  the  Proteftants  in  Germany. 

Whijle  the  conferences  were  carried  on,  both  fides  en- 
ideavoured  to  gain  better  conditions,  by  fome  fortunate  ftroke 
vcA^  fuccefsful  ad  of  hofiility.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Dirfihau  Kamed/pplsii  was  attacked  by  the  Swedes^  with  fuch 
impetuofity,  that  his  army  being  defeated  he  efcaped  witb 
great  difficulty.  In  this  adion  Guftavus  was  a  fecond  time 
wounded,  as  he  was  forcing  the  PdUJh  intrenchmenfs.  The 
P^tijb  general  however  retrieved  this  difgrace,  by  an  advan-^ 
Uge  obtained  before  Marienwerder^  which  might  have  proved 
fatal  to  the  glory  of  Guftavus^  bad  the  Poks  been  fufficiently 
ftrong  to  purfue  the  blow.  It  was  the  inferiority  of  his  troop» 
that  mduced  Kenieckfpolski  to  prefs  Sigifmund  to  liften  to  the 
terms  of  accomgiodation  propofed  by  the  Hollandirs.  The 
king  of  Sweden  confented  to  refiore  ail  his  conquefts  except 
'  iiiga^  which  he  infified  (hould  be  fequeftered  for  thirty  years^ 
in  his  bands.  He  renewed  the  propofal  for  a  partition  of 
the  title  and  arms  of  Sweden^  which  might  be  retained  by 
b(»th  monarchsy  and  was  fupported  in  this  offer  by  thtPoltfi^ 
fenate,  which  made  the  warmeft  remonftrances  to  Sigifmund. 
However  all  the  fruits  of  Guftavus^s  moderation,  and  of  the 
I  Ku'ence  of  the  fenate,  were  blaftcd  by  the  intrigues  of  the 
\x3Mk  oi  Aujtria.    Both  the  emperor  and  king  of  £^tf//t  were 

!      ^  Univ.  Hiftt  tom.  xxxiii.  pag.  224,  225,  2^26,  229,  229. 

I      (A)   The  account  given   of  dered  it  to   be  formed,   was 

I  this  tranfadUon  by  the  Siuedijh  warmly  received,  and  wounded 

writers  is  very  different :    they  by  a  musket  ball  in  the  belly* 

alledge»   that    to   attack  was  The  CQnfeqaences  deduced  bjr 

I  made  on  the  king's  intrench-  the  hiftorians  of  both  nations 

;  nents;  but  that  having  effeded  are  fimilar  (i), 

I  »  breach  in  -the  walls,  he  or* 

(i)  Utifiu,  Hifi»  W»  xyxiii.  pgg,  z%^, 
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awarJS  oC  the  advantages  they  might  deduce  from  keeping  uj) 
the  flames  of  war  in  the  North  ;    and  they  gave  Sigifmund 
the  moft  flattering  hopes  that  he  (hpuld  not  only  recover^ 
with  their  afliflance,  the  provinces  of  Livonia^  Fin/and^  and 
Pruffiaj  but  the  crown  of  Sweden,     For  this  purpofc  a^iplen- 
did  ambafly  was  fent  to  Poland  by  the  court  of  Madrid^\ 
Gabriel de  Rot  was  at  the  head,  of  this  ambafly,  and  autho-> 
rtzed  to  aflure  the  king,  that  his  Catholic  majefl;y  would  im- 
mediately  fend  a  fleet  of  twenty-four  men  of  war  to  the 
Baltic^  and  tw    ve  thoufand  men,  under  the  conduf^  of  the 
celebrated  Wallenjlein^  in  order  to  carry  fire  and  fword  into 
the  bowels  of  the  Swedijh  dominious.     Promifes  were  like- 
wife  made,  that  Spain  would  fupport  the  whole  expences  of 
this  armament,  in  proof  of  which  a  large  fum  was  already 
Sigif-        advanced  by  bills  of  exchange.    Sigifmund  was  the  dope  of 
mund  is    thefe  large  unmeaning  proteftations  ;   even  the  fenate  gave 
made  the  credit  to  the  folemn  afleverations  of  the  minifter,  and' con* 
^*^^^     fenced  to  the  king's  breaking  off^  the  conferences,  to  which 
A^       the  troops  fent  by  the  imperial  court,  under  Adtlphus  of  HoU 
**•    flein^  greatly  contributed.     Hoftilities  were  now  immediately  ' 
refumed,  and  Guftauus^  by  dint  of  activity,  made  bimfelf  ntrafter 
of  Worndit  before  the  P6les  were  in  motion.    But  the  circum- 
ftances  mofl  pernicious  and  irkfome  to  the  republic  were,  that 
the  Lithuanians  concluded  a  feparate  truce  with  Gujiavmi    and 
that  the  Swedes  carried  on  the  war  in  Prujfta  without  any  cx- 
pence,  merely  by  means  of  the  heavy  contributions  which 
they  levied  on  the  province.    To  this  may  be  added,  the  vain 
expectation  of  the  Spanijh  fquadion,  which  had  for  mondis 
cheared  the  hopes  of  the  king  and  republic.     Sigifmund  hii 
colIe£ted  nine  (hips  of  war  to  reinforce  this  auxiliary  fleet; 
but  he  now  found  that  the  court  of  Spain  relied  on  her  tn- 
^  fluende  with  the  hanfe  towns  to  perform  her  engagements ; 

and  that  for  this  purpofe  the  ambaflador  was  gone  to  fo>li- 
cit  the  regendes  of  Rojiock  and  Lubecky  who,  dreading  the 
eflablilhment  of  the  Spanijh  power  in  the  Baltic^  refufed  to 
furnifli  a  Angle  veflel.  Befldes  thefe  difappointments,  Sigif- 
mund was  let  in  more  clearly  into  the  deflgns  of.  the  faoofc 
of  Aujlria^  by  another  incident.  When  he  applied  to  the 
ambaflador  to  advance  him  the  remittance  fent  by  Spain^  that 
he  might  hire  (hips  in  Denmark  for  tranfporting  his  army  to 
Sweden^  he  was  anfwered,  that  the  court  of  Madrid  had 
given  no  inftrufiions  upon  that  head.  Yet  did  the  artfuf 
ambaflTador  ftill  continue  to  flatter  the  republic  with  the 
hopes  of  the  fpeedy  arrival  of  the  promifed  fquadron>  aixl 
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eotftrive  means  to  prevail  on  Sigi/mund  to  fend  the  little 
fleet  he  had  colleded  to  Wifmar^  in  order  to  raife  a  fpjrit 
aihong  the  hanfe  towns,  which  he  affirmed  would  declare 
;  themfelves  as  foon  as  they  found  fufficient  protection.  In 
confequcnce  the  Poli/b  fquadron  fet.fail,  and  by  the  way  en- 
countered a  fmall  fquadron  of  Swedijh  fhips^  which  they  at-*- 
tacked,  defeated,  and  deftroyed  ;  though,  before  the  end  of  . 
the  campaign,  the  Poles  tnemfelvcs  were  either  taken,  run 
agjound,  burnt,  or  difperfed  by  the  fleets  of  Sweden  or  Den-- 
mark^  both  thefe  powers  being  equally  jealous  of  their  ac«- 
quiring  a  dnaritime  force  ^ 

During  the  next  campaign  the  Poles  were  generally 
worfted  in  PruJJia^  becaufe  the  ftates,  finding  they  were  de- 
ceived  by  the  couit  o( Madrid^  ftrongly  infilled  upon  peace; 
and  to  drive  the  king  into  their  meafure?,  refufed  contribut- 
ing the  fupplies  neceflary  for  the  continuance  of  the  war. 
.On  fome  occafions  now  even  the  Poles  were  fuccefsful  5  Gujla^ 
vus  had  fent  a  detachment  from  his  army  to  feize.  one  of  the 
out-forts  of  the  city  of  Danizick  :  this  party  was  attacked 
with  great  vigour  by  the  PoUs^  and  defeated ;  but  the  ad- 
vantage w^as  more  than  cdmpenfated  by  the  event  of  another 
n)ore  general  engagement,  in  which  the  P(7/^x  fuftained  a 
complete  overthrow,  by  which  Guftavus  opened  a  way  to  lay 
fiege  to  Dantzick  a  fecond  time<  He  had  ftationed  a  fqua- 
dron of  nine  (hips  to  block  up  the  harbour,  and  was  advan- 
cing with  his  army  on  the  other  fide,  when  the  Dantzickers 
« ventured  to  give  battle  to  the  Swedijh  admiral.  The  Dant-  Sea-fight 
ztci  fquadron  confifted  of  ten  (hips  of  war ;  it  bore  down  hetweeu 
widi  a  favourable  gale  on  the  enemy,  began  an  engage- /^f  Poles 
ment>  and  maintained' it  with  ikill  and  obftinacy  for  feveral^^ 
hours.  Nils  Siernchildy  the  Swedijh  admiral,  was  flain  byaS^ycdcs. 
cannon-bullet,  his  (hip  taken,  and  his  vice-admiral  blown 
up;  while  the  Dantzickers,  on  their  fide,  loft  their  admiral 
and  four  hundred  Teamen,  together  with  two  of  their  beft 
(hips,  one  of  which  was  funk  and  the  other  (et  pn  fire.  The 
.  Swedes  claimed  the  victory,  though  from  the  confequences 
we  may  fairly  afcribe  the  advantage  to  the  Danizickersy  who 
by  this  adlipn  opened  a  free  pafTage  to  their  harbour,  and 
obliged  Gujiavus  to  relinqui(h  the  defign  of  befieging  the 
city  (A).     At  the  fame   time  the  Poles ^  fruftrated  a  defign 

which 
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(A)  It  is  extraordinary,  that  inconfiftent.  According  to  i**^ 
in  an  event  fo  recent  the  ac-  fendorff  ^r\di  the  Polijh  writers, 
counts  of  writers  Ihould  be  fo    Qufia<vus  laid    fiege    twice   to 
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which  Gujlavus  had  formed  of  feizing  uponlrertattt  inBgttiiiCl 
they  had  cftab|li(hed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nnt^nrgi  what 
like  wife  a  fum  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  crowns  Was  lodged  for  tht 
fupport  of  the  army.  On  this  occadon  the  SwiiH/h  detach- 
ment was  cut  in  pieces,  and  the  military  cheft^  with  all  tht 
provifion  and  ammunition»  tranfported  fafe  to  a  plate  of 
greater  fecurity.  Retribution  was  made  by  the  Swf if)r|  whd 
not  only  reduced  Stra/hurg^  but  concluded  the  campaign  witk 
gaining  pofleffion  of  Broderiiz.  Upon  the  whole,  the  forttttft 
of  the  combatants  was  pretty  equal  for  the  whole  feafon,  and 
the  Poles  more  fuccefsful  in  general  than  could  be  exped* 
ed,  when  we  confider  the  inferiority  of  thehr  troops,  the  di- 
vided fiate  of  the  republic,  the  vigour  of  Gu/iavus^  and  the 
excellency  of  the  Siuedifl)  foldiers. 

The  winter  was  fpent  as   ufual  in  fruitlefs  negbtiatioitt, 
and  early  in  the  fpring  the  Poles  attempted  to  regvf a.  poflef- 
fion of  Broderiiz ;  an  enterprise  that  terminated  unfortunately. 
There  they  were  attacked  in  their  lines  by  the  Swfdijk  gene- 
ral JVrungel,  and  'defeated  with  the  lofs  of  three  thoufafid 
men,  feme  pieces  of  cannon,  and  near  two  thoufand  Wag- 
gons loaded  with  provifion,  ammunition,  and  baggage.  This 
victory  would  have  put  them  in  poi&ffion  of  Th^rn  had  qdt 
general  Dorchff  provided  feafonably  for  the  fecurity  of  that 
city,  by   augmenting  the   garrifon  with  a  chofen   body  of 
troops,  and  affuming  the  command  in  peribn,  by  which  tfit 
burghers  were  encouraged  to  take  arms  in  their  dwn  d^fenctf. 
Yet  after  all  WrangeVs  viftory  would  have-  com{lelied  S/J'^-* 
mund  to  fue  for  peace,  had  not  his  hopes  been  one  xti&tt  Xt- 
vived  by  the  arrival  oi  Arnheim^  who  joined  iht  PcHfi  gene- 
ral with  five  thoufand  infantrv  and  two  thoufand  cavaliy; 
a  reinforcement  which  enabled  him  again  to  take  the  fidd 
and  face  the  enemy.    In  point  of  nutnfoers  the  Pcits  weTe 
now  greatly  fuperior^    but  the  auxiliary  Gerfnans  confifted 
'     of  new  levies,  and  the  national  troops  had  never  feen  ac- 
^    tion   before  the  prefent  campaign,  all  the  old  troops  being 
fo  much  fatigued  and  worn  out,  a3  rendered  it  necefiary  to 
Poles  de-   P"^  thtm  in  garrifon.     A  battle  enfued  at  ^idzin^  and  the 
featedhy    -^^^'^  ^^^^  defeated  with  great  flaughter,  after  a  very  obfti- 
land,         Jiate  confli«S,  in  which  Konielfpohki  difplayed  talents  that  me- 
rited better  fortune  ^     Even  after  his  lofles  he  found.niCaAs 
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Dantsnick',  whereas  Lof^m/w and  .  confequence  of  his  wound  and 
Mr.  Harte  mention  only  one  the  overflowing  of  file  Ftfitt' 
liege,   whidi  he  broke  up  in    /a  (i). 
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tolayfiege  toSteimi  an  enterpr!ze  which  proved  mor6  fa- 
tal to  the  Potijh  afFaks  than  the  overthrow  at  ^idzin^  tho* 
410  blame  could  be  laid  upon  the  general.  In  a  fally  of  the 
befieged  four  thoufand  men  were  flain;    a  calamity,  with 

E»t  probability  of  truths  charged  upon  the  perfidious  Am" 
«i,  who  contmuntcated  all  that  paiTed  in  the  Polijh  coun- 
cils tb  the  ele£lor  of  Brandenburg^  by  which  mcan^  it  became 
kitown  to  the  Swedijh  monarch. 

In  this  mannerwas  Sigifmundhzivzyti  by  the  imperial  gene- 
ral, and  del uded  by  the  Spani/h  ambaflador.  The  courts  oi Vienna   ' 
%tA  Madrid  had  no  other  aim  than  to  fupprefs  the  Proteftant 
intereft  in  Germany  and  the  Netherlands^  before  Gujiavus  could 
iiifengage  himfelf  from  the  war  with  the  republic.     He  now 
at  length  perceived  how  little  confidence  he  ought  to  place 
ill  allies,  who  had  fo  repeatedly  deceived  him.     He  highly 
refented  the  pferfidy  of  ytmheim^  attributed  it  to  the  inftrudions 
of  his  court,  /and  filled  Europe  with  his  (^ompIaints.     The 
mediators  embraced  the  ^favourable   opportunity,   confirmed 
the  king  in  his  fufpicions,  and  renewed  the  conferences  for 
an  accommodation,  to  which  Sigifmund  made  no  objeSion, 
becaufe  he  was  fenfible  of  his  inabih'ty  to  cope  fingiy,  and 
tgaifift  the  inclinations  of  the  republic,  with  fo  powerful  an 
enemy  as  Oujlavus.     The  famine,  the  peflilence,-  and  the  ' 
defertion  which  raged  in  the  PoUJh  camp,  together  with  the 
eagtrnefs  of  the  Swedijh  monarch  to  enter  upon  the  German 
expedition,  which  he  had  fo  long  projcSed,  greatly  facilita- 
ted the  meafures  of  the  mediators.     Accordingly  a  truce  for  Truce 
fix  years  was  concluded,  upon  terras  more  favourable  than  oui/i&Svvc- 
Polandf  after  fo  many  lolTes,  could  reafonably  expeft.     The  den  for 
particulars  we  have  already  feen  in  the  Swedijh  hiftory  ^  ;    yttjixj/earf, 
did  Sigifmund  fign  it  with  relu6lance,  becaufe  it  was  ftipu- 
lated  that  certain  places  fliould  be  ceded  to  Szveden^  In  the 
defence  of  which  he  had  laviflied  fo  much  blood  and  trea- 
fure.     However,  he  yielded  to  the  importunity  of  his  fubjeSs  , 
and  to  neceffity,  "fell  into  a  melancholy  ftate  of  mind,  be- 
came dejeded,  defponding,  and  froward,  which  brought  on  a 
lingering  diforder  that  ended  only  with  his  life,  in  about  two       ^ 
years  after  he  had  reftored  tranquillity  to  a  people  who  had  r^^Jj^'^^^ 
fcarce  tafted  the  fweets  of  repofe  fince  his  acceffion.     Unfor-  ^jj^^^aer 
tunate  as   the  laft   years  of  Sigijmun^^  reign  were,  he  cer-    .  ^^M^ 
tainly  pofTefTeda  virtuous  mind,  and  confiderable  talents  both  mynd. 
for  the  field  and  cabinet.:    His  reputation  fuflered  by  the  lofs        ' 
of  the  crown  of  Sweden,  and  the  imperial  diadem  of  RuJJia ; 
but  if  wc  confider  that  his  attachment  to  the  dodrines  of  the 
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church  oi'Ronm  rendered  his  authority  unpopular  in  the  fo^ 
mer  kingdom,  and  refleA  impartially  on  the  concurrence  of 
extraordinary  circumilances  which  wrought  a  revolution  ia 
the  latter,  we  (hall  find  lefs  Nreafon  to  cenfure  the  condufi 
of  Sigifmundf  than  to  admire  the  power  and  wifdom  of  that 
'  being  who  efFeds  the  greateft  puriK>fes  by  means  the  mofl: 
trivial  and  incomprehenfible  to  human  underfianding.  Yet 
it ,  mud  be  confefied,  that  bigotry,  obftinacy,  and  felf-fuffi- 
ciency,  led  him  into  fome  irretrievable  blunders,  and  that  he 
frequently  perfifted  in  error,  riot  from  want  of  penetration  to 
difc9ver  his  midake,  but  from  (hame  to  acknowledge  that  he 
ever  was  in  the  wrong.  Principle  occafioned  thelofs  oi Sweden  j 
zeal  for  religion  contributed  lo  the  lofs  of  RuJJia ;  attach* 
ment  to  the  houfe  of  Aujiria^  and  the  good  of  Chriftendom, 
involved  him  in  a  war  with  the  Turks;  and  a  regard  for  the 
dignity  of  his  crown  brought  on  the  laft  rupture  with  Sweden. 
Indeed  we  may  afHrm,  that  a  regard  for  equity,  beyond  what 
found  policy  diiStated,  was  the  caufe  of  the  long  ftruggle 
with  Gujiavus.  He  regarded  that  prince  as  an  ulurper ;  and, 
as  he  was  incapable  of  injuftice  himfelf,  he  would  hot  fuflFer 
it  in  another.  Upon  the  whole,  he, was  a  prince  whofe  vir- 
tues exceeded  his  vices,  and  who,  in  other  circumftances, 
would  have  died  equally  efteemed  and  regretted  ^. 
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Containing  the  Reigns  of  Uladiflaus,  John  Cafimir, 
anA  Michael  Wiefnowiski,  to  the  Ekliion  of  tk 
celebrated  ]o[in  Sobieski  in  1674. 

pRINCE  Uladiflaus  was  confidered  as  heir  to  the  crown  of 
Poland^  though  the  conftitution  required  that  a  diet  fhould 
meet  to  determine  the  fucceffion.  When  John-Sigifmund  was 
in  his  laft  agonies,  he  placed  the  Swedijh  crown  on  the  head  of 
the  prince ;  but  was  i'o  tender  of  the  liberties  of  the  republic, 
that  h^  left  the  Poliflj  dhdem  to  be  given  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
diet.  At  firft  it  was  imagined,  that  Gujiavus- AdolphuSj  co- 
vered with  the  laurels  reaped  in  Germany^  and  become  the 
admiration  of  mankind,  in  confequence  of  thirty  vid^ories  ob- 
tained over  the  moft  celebrated  generals  of  Eiirope,  would 
have'  demanded  the  crown  of  Poland  as  the  reward  of  fupe- 
rior  merit.    This  was  earneftly  wifhcd  by  all  the  Proteftant 
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members  of  the  republic^  who  were  now  extremely  numerous ; 
but  Guftavus  was  too  deeply  engaged  in  war  to  apply  his  at-  , 
cention  to  canvaffing  at  an  ele(Sion.  It  is  remarkable  in- 
deed, that  the  .Lutherans  in  Great  Poland  declared  openly 
againft  the  king  of  Swedeny  the  moment  his  name  ;Was  men- 
tioned as  a  candidate,  and  marked  all  thofe  as  enemies  to 
their  country  who  (faould  prefume  to  iiominate  a  prince  fo 
bold,  ambitious^  and  dangerous  to  republican  liberty ;  yet 
had  Gujiavus  declared  his  refolution  of  appear jng  a  candidate, 
it  is  probable  they  muft  have  altered  their  meafures,  and 
yielded  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  feeing  the  throne  filled  by  a 
prince  of  their  own  perfuafion,  under  whom  they  might 
rcafonably  expedl  extraordinary  privileges. 

It  was  with  more  truth  that  prince  y^/>«  Cafimir  was  fup-     A.  IX 
pofed  to  entertain  hopes  of  being    raifed  to   the  fovereign     1632. 
dignity.     The  queen  his  mother,  who  was  fecond  wife  to 
Sigifmundy  made,  fome  attempts  in  his  favour,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  Uladijlausy  whom  (he  h^d  always  regarded  with  the 
indiflFerence  of  a  ftep-mother.     She  had  fet  on  foot  certain 
intrigues  in  the  king  her  husband's  life- time  to 'have  Cafimir 
■      declared'  heir  to  the  crown  ;    and  propagated  reports  injurious 
to  the  character  of  Uladijlausy    but  the    generofity  Of  her 
fon,   his  paternal  affeflion  and  regard  for  the  Polijb  confti- 
tution,/ broke  all   the  meafures  of  this  ambitious  princefs. 
Cafimir  defpifed  the    thoughts  of  fupplanting  a  brother  by 
j      afts  of  calumny,  and  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  nobi- 
lity who  declared  for  Uladifaus,    The  diet  of  ele£lion  was 
I      fixed  for  the  twcinty-feventh  of  September  ;    but  though  there 
I      aapeared  no  competitor,  the  feffion  was  fpun  out. to  confider- 
i      able  length.      Cafimir  propofed  his  brother  JJladifiauSy  and 
I      was  fupported  by  the  biftiop  of  Pr^/n//^(2tv,  who  enforced  the 
I      nomination  with  all  the  powers  of  oratory.     He  foothed  the 
t      diet  with  the   moft  flattering  encomiums  on  their  indepen- 
I      dency,  but   artfully  infinuated    the  particular  regard  always 
I      (hewn  for  the  offepring  of  good  princes  ;    he  reminded  the 
alTembly  of  the  obligations  whif:h  Pi?/j?«r/ovved  to  the  exceU 
'       lent  adminiftration  of  the   houfe   of  fagellg^    of  the  affinity 
I       which  Uladifiaus  had  to  that  fan-iily,  who,  he  faid,  might  be  conr 
i       fidered  as  a  lineal  defcendanf ;  he  pleaded  the  merit  of  his  father 
the  late  king,  and  the  promifing  genius  of  the  prince,  which  af? 
I       forded  the  mod  plealiTig  hopes  of  a  happy  reign ;    and  he 
I       concluded  with  obferving,  that  there  was  fcarce  roprp  for  op- 
pofition  or  deliberation,  when  every  motive  of  reaibn,  inte^ 
reft,  and  paffion  united  in  determining  their  choice  in  favour- 
of  prince  Uladifiaus.    Next  the  pope's  nuncio,  and  the  am- 
teflTadors  from  the  emperor  and  king  of  Sweden  were  admitted. 
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The  two  firft  warmly  recommended  Vladifiamsy  and  die  bUer 
made  no  objection  to  his  ele£lton,  provided  he  would  re- 
nounce all  pretentions  to  the  crown  of  Sweden ;  a  propofal 
that  was  refented  by  the  diet  as  unfeaibnable  and  imperti« 
nent  to  the  intention  of  the  ambafly.  Thus  no  competitor 
appearing,  and  the  votes  being  unanimous  in  favour  of  Ula^ 
dijiausy  he  was  declared  king  of  Poland  on  the  thirteenth  dajr 
o^  November t  and  crowned  the  fucceeding  yeae  with  theufual 
fcrmality. 

VLADISLAVS     VII. 

Uladi-         Before  Vladiflaus  was  firmly  eftabliflie<!  in  the  throne 
flaus  vir.  an  occafion  oflFered  for  the  exertion  of  his  utmoft  ability.  The 
RuJJiansy  hoping  to  profit  by  the  unfettled  ftate  of  the  go- 
vernment under  a  young  monarch',  detei  mined  to  recover  the 
provinces  loft  during  the  late  troubles.    With  this  view  they 
advanced  with  a  great  army  towards  Smylfnjko^  from  whence 
they  made  irruptions  into  Poland^  defolating  the  countries 
through  which  they  paffed.     They  laid  fiege  to  Smoknjko^ 
pufhed  their  operations  with  great  fury,   and  were  bravely 
refifted  by  the  Polijh  garrifon,  who  were  animated  by  advice 
they  received  that  Vladljlam  was  advancing  with  the  flower 
of  his  troops,  to  give  battle  to  the  befiegers.     The  king  was 
greatly  inferior  in  point  of  numbers  to  the  epemy;    but  rely- 
ing on  the  attachment  of  the  Poles^  and  convinced  of  their 
courage,  and  the  ability  of  his  generals,  he  ventured  to  at- 
A.  D.    tack  the  Rujpan  lines.     The  battle  was  obftinate,  but  their 
1634.     in  trench  men  ts,  were  at  laft  forced,   and  the  Rufftam  driven 
He  obliges  into  ^  narrow  de6le,    furrounded   with   impervious   woods, 
the  Ruf-    where  they  were  obliged  to  fubniit  to  the  terms  impofed  by 
fians  and  the'  vidtorious  Uladijlaus.     Thefe  were,  that  they  ibould  lay 
Turks /o  down' their  arms,  return  quietly  to  their  own  country,  and 
fohat        |^Q(  again  moleft  the  tranquillity  of  P^/^w^/ for  the  fpace  of 
feacey        f^^  years.     To  thefe  terms  the  king  added  another  article  ; 
namely,   that  the    czar  ftiould   renounce  all   pretenfions  to 
the  dutchies   of  Smolenjko  and  Zernikow.     The  Turis^  dif- 
pleafed  with   the  laft  treaty  into  which  they,  had  been  comT 
pelted,  thought  to  retrieve  the  credit  of  the  Othoman  arms  at 
this  junfiure,  w^hen  the  chief  ftrength  o^ Poland  was  engaged 
in  flopping  the  progrefs  of  Rujfia.     They  made  feveral  ir- 
ruptions into  the  Poli/h  dominions ;    but  after  the  defeat  of 
the  Rujftan  army,  they  were  furprifed  by  Uladtjlaus^  defeated 
with  great  flaughter,    obliged   to  indemnify  Poland  for  her 
lofles  and  the  expences  of  the  war  ^,  and  to  conclude  a  truce 

**  Id.  ibid.    PuFFEND.  lib.  iv.  torn.  iv.  pag.  325. 
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for  f«veral  years.  The  Grand  Seignior  wa$  even  under  the 
neceffity  of  apologizing  to  the  republic  for  the  infradion  of 
the  treaty  concluded  with  Stgifmifndy  by  capitally  punifliing  the 
bafliaw  who  commanded  the  Turktjh  army,  as  if  he  had  afled 
without  orders  from  the  divan.  In  a  word,  th:^  Turks  and 
MufcffOHes  were  foon  convinced  of  the  vigour  that  reigned 
in  the  P^//^  councils,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  monar<:h,  which 
determined  them  to  become  more  religious  obfervers  of  their' 
treaties  with  the  republic; 

But  as  if  the  glory  of  Poland  could  not  be  complete  be-  A.  D. 
fore  5f(;^iif»  was  humbled,  Vladijlaus  turned  his  attention  to  1635. 
that  fide^  and  took  advantage  of  the  unhappy  (late  in  which 
that  kingdom  was  involved^  in  confequence  of  the!  death  of 
the  great  Gujiavus^  flain  in  the  arms  of  viifiory  at  the  fa- 
mous battle  of  LutTun.  Sweden  was  governed  by  an  infant 
princefs  and  a  regency.  The  generals  who  ferved  under  Guf- 
tavus  had,  for  fome  time  after  his  death,  fuftained  the  glory 
of  his  arms;  but  the  unfortunate  iffue  of  the  battle  oiNord* 
^V^»>  gs^ve  a  turn  to  affairs  favourable  to  the  defigns  formed 
by  Uladijlaus.  It  was  impoffible  for  the  regency  to  extricate 
tnemfelyes  from  the  affairs  of  Germany^  and  their  enemies 
were  daily  multiplying  on  every  quarter.  The  truce  with 
Ptfilsffi  being  now  expired,  it  was  neceffary  to  fend  an  army 
for  the  defence  of  Prujjia^  which  could  not  be  accomplilhed 
without  leaving  fome  other  quarter  of  the  Sivedijh  dominions 
expofed.  In  this  fituation  it  appeared  expedient  to  prolong 
the  truce  with  the  republic  at  any  rate,  to  pfevent  ifhdijlaus 
horn  joining  his  vidorious  arms  to  the  enemy.  La  Gardie 
marched  indeed  a  body  of  forces  into  Prujfui ;  but  this  mo- 
tion was  intended  only  to  give  weight  to  the  negotiations 
they  were  labouring  to  eftablifh.  On  the  other  hand,  Via- 
iijlaits  wa;?  rather  averfe  to  a  war  with  Sweden^   though  he  ^ 

refolved'not  to  negleS  the  opportunity  of  reclaiming  a  valua- 
-  ble  province,  which  he  confidered  as  the  uruloubted  right  of    . 
the  republic.     As   the  Swedes  now   propofed   a  method   by 
which  he  might  attain   the  fame  end,  without  involving  his 
people  in  firefli  fcenes  of  blood  and  horror,  he  confented  to 
the  conferences  propofed,   and  reaped  the  fruits  of  his  po- 
licy.    Deputies   met  9it  Stum/dor/^  and  without   much  difii-      jo'    . 
cuUy  it  was  agreed  that  the  truce  between  the  two  nations  ^^^  ^^  ^^^ 
(hould  be  prolonged  for  twenty  nine  years,  on  condition  that  zr     pJ.^^, 
ivuedm  (hould  evacuate  all  the  towns  they  poffefTed  in  Prujfia^  ^,3^  ^^j 
and  make  formal  renunciation  of  that  province,  which  was^,.^/^^- ^^^ 
all  that  Uladiflaus  could  have  expedicd  in  confequence  of  a  truce. 
fucccfeful  war,  attended  with  vaft  iQonfumption  of  blood  and 
tre^fure.    It  was  neceffary  likewife  to  avoid  a  rupture  with 
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Swedefiy  at  a  time  when  the  domeftic  concerns  of  tbe  l&ag^ 
dom  required  his  utmoft  attention  ''. 

For  a  feries  of  years  the  Cojfacks  had  acknowledged  the 
fovereignty  of  the  ^republic,  though  they  were  governed  by 
their  own  laws,  and  aded  in  mod  refpeSs  as  an  inde* 
pendent  people.  They  w^re  regarded  as  a  ftrong  bulwark 
againft  the  defigns  of  the  Turks  and  Mufcevites,  to  extend  their 
dominion  pn  that  fide,  at  the  expence  o^Vdand.  In  many 
inftances  however  their  irregularity  and  love  of  plunder  in- 
volved the  republic  in  wars  with  her  neighbours;  yet  this 
inconvenience  was  winked  at  on  account  of  the  fervices 
performed  by  the  Cojfacks  to  Poland^  and, from  a  dread  of  giv- 
ing offence  to  a  warlike  powerful  people  tenacious  of  their 
privileges.  Batori,  who  forefaw  the  utility  which  this  body 
of  militia  might  produce  to  the  Aate,  had  indulged  the  Ccfff 
facks  with  lands  and  a  variety  of  immunities.  This  proved 
an  inducement  to  the  Poli/h  peafants,  oppreffcd  by  their  ma- 
ilers, to  take  refuge  in  the  Ukraine^  where  they  could  enjoy 
,  more  liberty,  and  poflefs  their  property  withoi^t  fear  of  be- 
ing defpoiled  by  rapacious  cruel  tyrants  fet  over  thein  as  lords. 
Multitudes  of  people,  harraiTedtwith.the  exadiions  and  drud- 
gery required  of  them,  retired  with  their  families  to  the  Z/- 
kraine  to  live  under  the  free  government  of  the  Cojfacks^ 
who  received  them  joyfully,  as  it  ilrer)gthen^d  the  commu- 
pity,  and  rendered  the  country  niore  populous.  Thefe  mi-r 
grations  proved  nt)t  only  an  injury  to  the  republic  in  general^ 
but  were  particularly  detrimental  to  many  of  the  gentry, 
whofe  eftates  were  left  without  fu£icient  hands  to  cultivate 
the  earth.  They  applied  to  the  government,  and  demanded 
Jjack  their  vafTals ;  but  the  Cpjfacks  refufcd  to  furrender  un- 
happy wretches  who  threw  them felves  upon  their  protedion* 
This  produced  altercation,  and  fet  the  nobility  of  Poland 
upon  a  fcheme  of  revenge,  which  might  at  the  fame  time 
turn  out  to  their  own  emolument.  Several  of  them  pof- 
fcfTed  large  eflates  in  the  Ukrainfy  but  upon  a  different  foot- 
ing with  their  lands  in  Poland,  In  the  Cojfack  country  the 
/  inhabitants  of  the  lands  were  free,  and  fubjejSted  only  to  9 
moderate  annual  rent  to  the  landholder.  The  Poles  now  re- 
quired, that  they  ihould  be  put  upon  the  footing  of  the  pea- 
fants of  the  republic,  which  would  npt  only  enrich  the  nobi- 
Jity^  but  likewife  very  confiderably  encreafe  the  revenue.  It 
was,  this  motive  which  fwayed  with  the  king  and  fenate, 
yvho  imprudently  embraced  tbe  projedl,  not  only  for  the  above 
f^afon$^  but  bec^ufe  they  imagined  it  would  be  the  means  of 
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civilizing  this  barbarous  lawlefs  people,  and  uniting  them 
ftill  more  clofely  to  the  republic.  They  never  refleftcd  upon 
the  difficulty  of  reducing  to  a  ftate  of  flaverys  a  bold  war- 
like ir^e  people,  ftrongly  attached  to  liberty,  and  the  allies  of 
Poland  merely  out  of  gratitude  and  policy  ;  nor  (hould  they 
be  able  to  accomplifli  their  fcheine,  that  it  would  be  deftroy- 
ing  the  very  intention  of  this  militia,  by  emafculating  ^nd 

'  breaking  the  fpirit  of  men,  who  ought  to  be  regarded  as  the 
firength  and  barrier  of  the  republic  againfl  the  ambitious  de- 
figns  of  the  czar  of  Mufcovy  and  the  Grand  Seignior.  The 
fenate  was  compofed  of  perfonswho  found  their  ictereft  in 
this  ruinous  ptoje£): ;  the  king  was  direSed  by  the  fenate, 
and  thus,  without  deliberating  ferioufly  on  the  fonfcquences, 
Koniekfpolski  was  fent  with  an  armed  force  to  the  Ukraine^ 
where  he  ereded  the  fortrefs  of  Hudac^  at  the  confluence  of 
the  Zwamer  and  Borifthenet^  as  a  check  on  the  Cojfacks^  and 
the  firft  ftep  towards  the  deftruflion  of  their  liberty.  , 

As  it  could  not  be  imagined  that  the  Cojfacks  vio\x\A  fit    A.  D,  • 
tame  fpedators  of  this  infraSion  of  their  liberties,  and  breach.    1637! 
of  the  conditions  on  which  *they  acknowledged   the  fove- 7'^^^  C^f- 

'    reignty  of  the  republic,    meafures  were  taken  for  fupporting  facks  r*- 
the  firft  violation.    The  C&ffach  armed  in  defence  of  liberty,  W/. 
and  exerted  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  fruftrate  the  defigns 

'  of  the  Poiijh  general ;  but  all  their  efforts  were  baffled  by 
the  vigilance,  activity,  and  valour  of  that  commander.  They 
were  defeated  in  divers  encounters,  and  obliged  to  fubmit,  to 
delhrer  up  their  general  Bauluskiy  and  feveral  perfons  of  the 
firft  quality  among  them,  who  were  beheaded  contrary  to  the 
treaty,  .and  in  defiance  of  the  pardon  granted  and  figned  by 
the  hand  of  the  fovereign.  This  is  an  indelible  ftain  on 
the  chara^er  of  Uladi/kuSf  as  it  evinces  either  that  he  paid 
no  regard  to  his  word,  or  that  he  had  no  authority  in  the 
government.  In  the  treaty  with  the  Co^aQh  not  only  a  ge- 
neral amnefty  was  agreed  upon,  but  the  republic  folemnly 
pronaifed  to  withdraw  her  forces;  inftead  of  which  fhe  a;jg^ 
mented  the  army  in  the  Vkrainey  and  affembled  a  diet, 
wherein  it  was  decreed,  that  all  the  privileges  befiowed  on 
the  Cojfacks  by  Batori  (hould  be  revoked  and  extinguilhed ; 
that  they  (hould  be  deprived  of  the  fortiefs  of  Techtemeravia^ 
given  theip  by  the  fame  monarch  (A),  and  reduced  to  the 
fame  ftate  of  fubjefiion  as  the  Poiijh  peafants. 

(A)  The  name  of  this  place    the  French  call  it  Trefimsrow; 
is  differently  fpelled  by   wri-    but  we  have  followed  the  Po* 


tcrs.     Some  of  the  Latin  au-    lijh  orthography, 
tjiors    write  it   Tf^imoravia; 
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Measures   fo  ^ctravagant  can  hardljr  be  attributed  to 

Wadijlaus^  as  they  appear  totally  irtconfiftent  with  all  his' 
former  condu£t ;  but  he  cannot  be  excufed  for  not  oppofing, 
with  his  whole  authority,  a'  projed  that  favoured  ftrongly  of 
infanity,  and  that  rage  of  dcjfpotifm  which  has  ever  diftin- 

i^uiOied  the  Mobility  oi  Poland*  A  moxt  numerous  araiy  was 
ent  to  the  Ukraine^  to  enforce  the  decrees  of  the  diet ;  and 
the  Potijh  general  advanced  to  lay  fiege  to  that  for trefs  which 
the  Coffach  regarded  as  the  bulwark  of  their  liberty.  They 
aflembled  to  oppofe  the  PoUs^  and,  by  dint  of  ftratagem  and 
valour,  defeated  all  their  defigns,  reduced  the  Polifi  army  to 

^    great  extremity,  and  forced  the  general  to  relinquish  the  en* 

terprize.    Notwithftanding  this  advantage,  they  folemnly  pro- 

*  tefted  that  they  were  far  from  any  defign  of  revolting  from 

^  the  obedience  they  owed  the  republic ;  their  fole  view  was 
to  preferve  the  immunities  conferred  on  jthem  by  the  illuf- 
trious  Baioriy  and  confirmed  by  all  his  fucceflbrs.  Thefe 
they  boldly  affirmed  they  would  aflfert  with  the  laft  drop  of 
their  blood  ;  but,  as  a  proof  of  their  attachment  to  the  re« 
public,  they  were  willing,  though  conquerors,  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  upon  the  fame  conditions  ilipulated  in  the  late 
treaty,  and  a  renewal  of  the  amrtefty  then  granted.  Tlie 
king  and  fenate  afTented  to  all  that  was  propofed,  becaufe 
they  were  in  no  condition  to  withftand  the  power  of  the  vic- 
torious Cojfacks ;  but  they  refolved  to  break  through  their  en- 
gagements as  foon  as  the  opportunity  offered ;  and  the  df- 
Jacks  had  fcarce  returned  to  their  houfes  and  difbanded  their 
forces,  when  the  Polijh  lords  committed  a  variety  of  outrages, 
which  rekindled  the  flames  of  war  with  redoubled  vefaeQ[i€nc^. 
They  fent  detachments  thither  to  feize  upon  the  peafants^ 
who  had  taken  Oielter  with  the  Cojfacks  \  they  fupprefled  the 
Greek  religion,  which  that  people  profefled,  and  deprived  them 
of  their  churches  ;  they  tyrannized  over  a  people  wiio  were 
really  their  conquerors,  and  whom  they  ought  to  have  Toothed 
and  cajoled,  had  they  paid  the  lead  regard  to  the  true  inte* 
reft  of  the  republic  :  in  a  word,  they  drove  to  extremity  this 
warlike  body  of  militia,  and  lighted  up  a  fire  which  was 
fcarce  estiqguiflied  but  with  the  dcftruflion  of  Poland.  The 
particular  caufe  of  the  revolt  is  thus  related  : 

KZMIELNISKI^  originally  a  Lithuanian,  had  acquired 
great  influence  and  credit  among  the  Cojfacks,  In  hi«  youth 
he  had  been  carried  off  by  the  Tartars  \  but  redeemed  by  his 
mother,  he  returned  to  the  Ukrainey  and  cultivated  an  cftate 
bequeathed  to  him  by  his  father,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Polijb  for  trefs  of  Czerim  He  added  a  piece  of  wafte 
ground  to  his  patrimony,  which  lay  contiguous  to  the  fort ; 

but 
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fciit  after  he  had  cleared  and  cultivated  it,  the  Polijh  gover*- 
^or  claimed  it  as  his  right,  and  enforced  his  pretenfions  hy  a 
violent  feizure  of  fhe  ground.    The  C^^^r^  appealed  toUla^ 
iSJhuSj  and  was  determined  ''to  be  in  the  wrong,  the  land 
being  adjudged  to  the  Polijb  governor,  whofe  intereft  pre- 
vailed at  court  I    nor  was  any  aclcnowledgment  made  for  the 
expence  with  which  he  had  cultivated  a  piece  of  wafte  ground. 
Fired  with  the  injury,  the  Coffack  complained  to  his  country* 
men,  e^^jclaimed  againft  the  partiality  of  the  court,  and  be- 
haved with  great  haughtinefs  to   the  governor,   whom  he 
treated  as  a  tyrant.    The  difputp  rofe  higher ;   and  the  go- 
vernor, in  contempt  of  Kxmielniski.^  carried  o(F  his  wife  by 
violence,  raviflied  and  then  put  her  to  death.    Not  contented 
with  this  piece  of  barbarity,  he  fet  fire  to  the  houfe  of  the 
Cojfack,  in  which  peri{hed  his  infant  fon  in  the  cradle.    Some 
writers  vindicate  the  Pt^le  by  afierting,  that  he  committed 
thefe  cruelties  in  revenge  of  iTz/w/WwWs  having  him  pub- 
licly and  ignominioufly  whipped  \     Be  this  as  it  may,  ccr- 
,  tain  it  is,  that  thefe  tranfa<Stions,  together  with  a  number  of     .        ^ 
other  violences,  gave  birth  to  the  revolt  which  now  fuddenly 
broke  out.    The  Cojfack  chief  deferted  his  habitation  in  a 
rage,  took  fan£iuary  in  the  iflands  of  the  B^rijihenes,  where 
he  ftirred  up  the  whole  nation  to  a  refplution  of  renouncing 
the  fovereignty  of  the  republic,  revenging  the  injuries  they 
had  fuftained,  aflembling  an  army,  and  either  conquering  or 
!  perifliing  in  the  caufe  of  liberty.     Kzmielniski  was  ele<3ed 
chief,  and  the  moft  vigorous  meafures  were  purfued  for  exe- 
cuting ;he  diftates  of  the  moft  fign^l  vengeance. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  Poland^  on  the  eve  of  a  dange-  D^atb  of 
rous  war,  i^hen  the  fovereign  was  feized  with  a  malignant  uiadiflatts 
fever,  of  which  he  died  in  a  few  days  at  Merick  in  LitbuaniaylAAy  iS^<». 
in  the  fixteenth  year  of  his  reign.     This  was  a  terrible  blow 
to  the  republic,  who,  befides  the  troubles  to  be  apprehended 
from  an  eledion,  had  loft  in  VladiJIaus  the  beft  general  in 
^  Poland,  at  a  period  when  fhe  moft  wanted  the  exertion  of  hit 
;    valour  and  abilities.    His  death  iremoved  the  barrier  which 
I    had  reftrained  the  Coffacks  from  breaking  out  fome  years  be- 
I    fore  into  6pen,  rebellion ;  and  they  now  feized  the  opportunity 
I    of  giving  vent  to  their  fury  during  the  inter-regnum.    Their 
,    general,  though  brought  from  the  plough  to  command  an  ar- 
my, difplayed  a  courage  and  capacity  which  would  have  rc- 
fleded  honour  on  the  moft  confummate  officer  and  politi- 
cian.   By  his  addreis  and  eloquence  he  fubdued  that  invin* 

*  Heiden.  lib.  xi.  pag.  327.    Font.  lib.  v.    Conn.  torn.  i. 
lib.  iii.    BizARD.  pag,  89.  '  . 
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cible  hatred  which  had  always  rendered  the  Tartars  and  Cof- 
Jacks  declared  enemies,  arid  united  both  nations  by  the  clofeft 
ties  of  union  and  amity  againft  P^Z»n^.  The  confufion  in 
Polandy  confequent  on  the  divifions  of  the  nobility,  who 
tg-j  r>  c  declared  in  favour  of  different  competitors  for  the  crown, 
^  f  °  facilitated  his  projedis;  he  marched  with  an  army  of  T^r/^rx 
feauhe'  ^"'^  Cojfacksy  gave  battle  to  the  Poltjh  general  Potoski^  and 
roles  obtained  a  complete  viftory  in.  the  neifi;hbourhood  of  Korfen, 
This  fuccefs  was  followed  by  another  vi&ory  gained  over  the 
Poles  in  Folhinia^  and  by  aii  irruption  into  the  provinces  of 
Podolia  and  Rujfia^  which  he  defolated  with  all  the  fury  of  an 
enraged  barbarian.  All  the  gentry  were  put  to  death,  and 
the  peafar.ts  were  pillaged,  ftripped,  and  turned  out  naked 
into  the  fields  to  ftarvc  with  cold  and  hunger,  if  they  refufed 
to  enlift  under  his  banners.  £^^/><?/ij/ercaped  being  plundered 
by  paying  a  large  contribution,  and  Cracow  was  threatened 
with  fuch  imminent  danger,  that  the  crown  jewels  were  re- 
moved to  a  place  of  greater  fecurity.  In  a  word,  the  ra- 
vages of  the  Cojffacks  were  fo  dreadful,  that  whole  provinces 
were  rendered  defart,  and  the  Polijk  frontiers,  towards  Muf" 
covy  and  Tartary^  which  before  were  fo  populous,  turned  to  a 
'  fjlitude,' remaining  deftitute  of  inhabitants  to  this' day.  Every 
town  in  Poland  was  overwhelmed  with  confterriation ;  and 
the  diet  at  fVarfatv  entertained  fome  thoughts  of  tranflating 
the  aflembly'  to  Dantzick  as  the  only  pl^ce  of  fafety ;  bur 
this  intention  was  rendered  unneceflary  by  fome '  fortunate 
circumftances,  to  which  and  not  to  the  manly  endeavours 
of  the  Polesy  we  are  to  afcribe  their  efcape  from  the  moft  im- 
minent pcxW  that  ever  threatened  the  republic. 

The  Cojfack  general,  purfuing  his  advantage,  advanced 
with  his  artpy  to  Ptlaviy  v^here  he  defeated  a  third  army  of 
PoleSy  and  found  in  their  camp  an  immenfe  booty,  eallied  by 
fome  equal  to  fix  millions  of  the  money  of  the  country. 
Though  the  victory  was  obtained  without  the  affiftance  of  the 
Tartars^  yet  as  thefe  frec-booter^  joined  the  army  next  day, 
they  demanded  a  (hare  in  the  fpoils,  and  were  refufed  by  the 
CoJfacks\  who,  fearing  they  ftiould  attempt  violent  means, 
returned  with  the  utmoft  difpatch  to  the  Ukraine^  relieving 
the  diet  from  the  moft  terrible  apprehenfions.  To  this  booty 
may  we  attfibute  the  fafety  o{ Poland^  which  otherwife  muft 
have  fallen  inevitably  under  the  power  of  the  conquering 
Kzmielniski.  Now  the  diet  was  at  liberty  to  enter  upon  mea- 
fures  for  checking  the  progrefs  of  the  rebels,  for  reftoring 
the  ufual  vigour  of  the  government,  by  terminating  an  in- 
ter-regnum  which  had  almoft  proved  fatal  to  the  kingdom. 
A  fpirit  began  to  difplay  itfelf  among  all  degrees  of  men ; 

even 
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tstn  the  clergy  contributed  half  their  revenues  towards  tevy- 
ing  and  maintaining  an  army.    The  example  was  followed 
by  the  gentry,  and  recruits  were  raifed  in  fuch  abundance, 
that  an   army,  more  than  fuffictent  to  crufli  the  Coffacks^ 
might  have  been  aflembled,  had  not  the  divifions  about  a 
prince  rendered  the  laudable  efforts  for  the  defence  of  the 
ftate  fruitlefs.    Some  of  the  candidates  were  formidable,  and 
threatened  to  affift  eijher  in  fuccouring  or  deftroying  Poland 
with  powerful  armies,  according  as  they  fucceeded  in  their 
elediqn.    Among  thefe  were  Ragotzi  prince  of  Tranfylvama^  D'/h  t 
and  the  czar  of  Mvfco^  5    the  former  appearing  at  the  head^^^  ^]^^ 
of  thirty  thoufand  men  to  ferve  againftjhe  Cojfacks  if  ^^  vr^9  g^ffj'f,„  ^f 
(Chofen,  or  to  join  with  them  if  his  propofals  were  rejeded ;  afucceffor. 
the  latter  expreffing  himfelf  in  a  ftill  more  imperious  man- 
ner, and  determining  to  feize  by  force  a  crown  which  always 
depended  on  the  free  gift  of  the  people.      Such  menaci^s. 
could  not  fail  of  encreafmg  the  inquietude  of  the  nation  at 
fo  critical  a  junfture/;    the  diet   however  had  the  courage 
not  to  be  influenced  by  them  fo  far  as  to.relinquilh  their 
own  rights.     A  majority  of  voices  appeared  in  favour  of  John* 
Cafimir^  though  affifted  by  no  troops,  recommended  by  no  , 
powerful  foreign  interefl,  and  labouring  under  the  difadvan- 
tage  of  ecclefiaftical '  engagements,  Which  at  the  fame  time 
difqualified  him  as  a  candidate,  and  intimated  his  incapacity 
of  fupporting  the  weight  of  fovereignty.     He  had  been  edu- 
cated a  Jefuit ;   but  to  abfolve  him  from  the  vows  made 
to  that  fociety,  the  pontiff  beftowed  on  him  a  cardinal's  hat. 
The  Jefuits  had  occafioned  great  difturbarices  in  the   laft 
reign;    and  the  hatred  which  feveral  of  the  nobility  bore  to 
;    the  whole  fociety,  fell  heavy  upon  a  prince  who  had  once 
been  a  member  of  the  community  of  Jefus,    Accordingly 
i    Charles-Ferdinand^  bifhop  of  Phskow^  the  younger  brother  of 
the  late  monarch,  was  oppofed  io  Cafimir  hi^  brother,  and 
warmly  fupported  by  the  bifhop  of  a/^w,  whofe  ambition 
;    flattered  him  with  the  primacy  and  diocefe  of  Gnefna^  could 
I    he  fucceed  in  appointing  the  fovereign.     Chriftina  queen  of 
I    Sw^i^^  likewife  fupported  this  prelate  flrenuoufly  from  mo-    ' 
I    tlvcs  of  policy,  and  merely  becaufe  {he  knew  his  want  of  ca- 
[  .  pacity.    It  was  her  intereft  to  fee  Poland  governed  by  a  weak 
prince;   flie  therefore  exerted  her  utmoft  influence  againft 
,     Cafimir^  becaufe  fhe  dreaded  his  talents,  and  the  popularity 
;     he  was  likely  to  acquire.     The  t'roteftants  of  the  kingdom 
t6o  unatiimoufly  clofed  in  with  the  defigns  of  the  prelate  of 
Kiowy  becaufe  they  apprehended  Cajimir's  education  among 
the  Jefuits  muft  neceffarily  influence  all  his  future  condu£l; 
out  \\i^  Roman  Catholics  urged  his  elcdion  with  the  utmoft 

'  zeal. 


106  ^biHifiofyofVohhd. 

s^al,  from  the  notiofii  th^  entertained  of  hts  abdity  and 
piety.  But  what  operated  the  moft  powerfully  on  the  minds 
of  the  ele£tors  was  an  elegant  fiianly  fpeech  made  by  the 
bifliop  of  Samogitta,  In  which,  by  the  force  of  his  eloquence, 
he  overturrte4  all  the  arguments  advanced  againft  Cafitmf% 
elevation  by  the  oppofite  party,  and  unanimoufly  determined 
the  diet  to  his  clcftion.  Even  the  Swtdijh  ambaflador  yielded 
to  this  prelate*s  irrefiftiblc  perfuafion ;  and,  informed  of  the 
engagements  which  Charles -Ferdinand  had  contracted  with  the 
houfe  of  Aujiria^  queen  Chrtftina  became  a  firong  advocate 
for  the  prince  {he  had  lately  oppofed  »:  The  pope's  nuncio, 
and  the  French  ambaffador  likewife,  contributed  to  bring 
over  fome  of  the  more  obftinate  among  the  deputies  to  his 
intereft.'  Thus  prince  Jo^w-Cij/f^i/r  was  proclaimed  on  the 
twelitieth  day  of  November* 

JOHN-CASIMIR. 

John-Ca-       CASIMIR  was  no  fooner  cftabliflied  in  the  throne  than  he 
fimir         expreffed  his  difapprobation  of  the  meafures  which  had  given 
elided,       jj^j^  ^^  ^[je  Cojfack  rebellion.     He  knew  the  true  intereft  of 
the  kingdom,  and  perfifted  in  accommodating  matters,    in 
oppofuion  to  the  whole  body  of  nobility.    No  advantage  he 
was  fenfible  could  arifeeven  from  a  fucceisful  war,  except 
to  a  few  individuals,  whofe  avarice  and  tyrannical  diipofitions 
might  poffibly  be  gratified  by  impofing  fervitude  on  this  war- 
like race,  and  thereby  augmenting  the  number  of  their  own 
dependents,and  enlarging  the  fphere  of  th^ir  defpotifm.  They 
exhorted  Cajimir  tp  take  the  field,  and  received  for  anfwer, 
that   they  ought    not    to   have  fet  Kzmielniski'a-  houfe  on 
-^     fire  (A).     In  thefe  fentiments  he  proved  fo . inflexible,  that 
'  ^'    the  nobility  refolved  to  a6l  without  his  confent,  and  accor4- 
^  ^^'    *"S^y  r^if^^  ^"  army,  and  marched  into  the  Ukraine^     The 
relations  given  of  the  firft  operations  of  the  campaign  are 
extremely  deficient.     One  writer  alledges,  that  the  nobility, 
raifing  fifty  t^ioufand   men,  were  defeated  on  their  firft  ap- 
pearance by  ten  thoufand  Coffacksy  who,  in  confequence  of  the 
victory,  reduced  and  plundered  Kiow  ;    and  that,  refolving  to 
repair  their   lofs,   and   wipe  ofF  their   difgrace,  they   raifed 
every  feventh  man  in  the   kingdom  without  the' king's  con-. 

*  Heid.  lib.  XI.     PuFFEND.  lib.  iv.  torn,  iy,    , 

(A)  Some  writers  alledge,  was  burnt ;  a  circamilaiice  in- 
Aat  i,t  was  the  Coffack  chief's  deed  of  very  little  confc- 
cJttU,  and  not  his  houfe,   that    quence  {i).    ,,. 

(i)  Pu^end.  HiftiGcmr,  fwi,  iv.  fmg.  328,     Cgnwr^  fer.  iii, 
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fenil,  came  to  vSlon  a  fecbnd  time,  and  were  defeated  Witk 
ftill  greater  flaughter  and  ignomii^  K    Other  hiftorians  ott 
the  contnry  alledge^  thai  the  Pilifl  army  did  not  exceed  nine 
tboufand  men^«  who  were  attacked  by  the  C^^i  chief  and 
the  cham  of  Jurfary^  at  the  head  of  three  hundred  and  forty 
thoafand  men  :   that,  £hut  up  in  Zbarro  they  courageoufly 
defended  themfeives,  and  refifted  the  united  prefiiire  of  fa^- 
tnine^  fatigue,  and  a  powerful  eneoiy,  until  Capmr^  taking 
compaflion  on  their  deplorable  circumftances,  pardoned  theit 
errors  out  of  admiration  of  their  valour,  and  marched  with 
the  utmoft^rapidity  with  the  crown  army  to  their  relief. 
The  king's  forces  amounted  only  to  twenty  thoufand  men, 
but  they  were  compofed  of  veterans  and  the  flower  of  the 
i%/i>(&  dominions./  On  his  approach  the  cham  znAKzmel' 
niski  marched  out  of  their  lines  with  an  hundred  and  ten 
thousand  chofen  men  to  give  him  battle,  the  remainder  of 
their  army  being  employed  in  blocking  up  all  the  pafles,  and 
refifting  the  Tallies  the  Pcles  befiegcd  in  the  town.    Cajimir 
prudently  entrenched  himfelf,  the  better  to  withftand  this 
unequal  force ;  his  camp  was  attacked,  and  he  gave  fo  warm 
a  reception  to  the  combined  chiefs,  that  they  foon  became 
trad^abie,    and  voluntarily  made  overtures    of  pacification, 
which  the  king,  always  averfe  to  the  war,  gladly  embraced. 
A  treaty  was  accordingly  concluded,  whereby  the  king  pro- 
flaifcd  to  renew  the  tribute  paid  to  the  cham  by  the  xcpub-  i  f^ 
|ic,  and  aboliflied  in  the  laft  reign  ;  to  pais  an  a<a  of  indcm-^         . , 
nity  5   to  confirm  the  Coffacks  in  all  their  privileges;   to  grant^^^' 
thiBm  the.  free  exercife  of  the  Greek  religion  ;    and  to  aug-^-^^g^  * 
ment  the  nunfiber  of  their  militia.     On  their  fide  the  chiefs 
engaged  to  defend  ^he  frontiers  of  the  republic,  and  that     ^ 
the  C^^ij  fliould  firidly  obfe'rve  the  allegiance  which  they  i 
owid  to  the  king  and  commonwealth  oi  Poland, 

Ambition  had  now  taken  poffefEon  of  the  mind  ofKzmte!^ 
««i/,  who  at  firft  was  aduated  only  by  the  defire  of  obtain- 
ing juftice,  gratifying  a  private  revenge,  and  fecuring  the  li- 
berty of  his  country.  His  fucceiTes  had  infpired  him  with  the 
thoughts  of  entirely  throwing  ofFhis  dependence  on  the  repub-* 
fe,  aftd  of  forming  a  community  under  the  prote£l:ion  of  the 
Ofhoman  empire,  with  which  he  could  ftipdate  his  own  terms, 
as  the  fubmifiion  was  voluntary,  and  equally  advantageous  to 
the  Grand  Seignior  and  to  the  Coffack  chief.  To  this  circum- 
ftafice,  and  to  the  refufai  of  the  peafants  in  the  Ukraine  to 
fubmit  to  xhtPoliJh  lords,  the  bulk  of  writers  afcribe  the  in* 
'     fradion  of  the  late  treaty,  iind  the  fr«£h  rupture  which  enfii^ed. 

^  Id.  ib.       ,    «  Font.  cap.  v. 

y  Puffen-^ 


^  «o8  Tie  Hijtory  of  Polahd, 

Pujfituhrjf^i  however,  lays  the  blame  on  the  PdEfi  ndbiiitf^ 
ff^ar  re^    whoi  he  alleges,  attacked  Kiew  at  the  time  Kzmiebtisiiwu 
ntwtd.      celebratiog  his  fon's  nuptials  with  a  daughter  of  the  vaiyodc  of 
Wakdnaj  plundered  the  town,  and  carried  off  the  Gwrf  pa- 
triarch.^   The  Cojpicks  fent  cjeputics  to  the  king  to  complain 
of  the  injury,  to  know  if  he  had  authorifcd  it,  and  to  demand 
jedrefs;  to  which  C^miV  replied,  that  it  was  an  aS  of  thp 
Polijh  nobility,  which  he  had  no  power  to  punifli,  though  he 
greatly  difapproved  the  proceeding.    Upon  this  the  Cojfach 
affembled,  and  in  revenge  made  an  irruption  into  Pokmdy'wi 
conjundion  with  the  Tartan.    To  which  ever  of  thefe  caufes 
we  afcribe  the  war,  certain  it  is,  that  the  prefervation  of  the 
ftate  obliged  the  king  to  take  the  field,  to  oppoie  ^he  ruinous 
depredation?  of  the  united  barbarians,  who  laid  every  province 
Cafimir     defolate  through  which  they  pafled.     He  levied  an^army^f 
defeats  the  one  hundred  thOu(and  men,  advanced  againll  the  enemy,  and 
enemy.       in  a  pitched  battle  defeated,  with  great'flaughter,  a  Tartarian 
army  of  thrite  his  number.    This  viftory  was  Obtained  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Bereteskow^  before  the  Coffacks  could  come 
up  to  the  relief  of  their  allies,  and  the  very  report  of  it  was 
fuiHcient  to  put  thofe  rebels  in  confufion.     KzumelniskTsYv^' 
tenant  marching  out  with  a  detachment  to  attack  an  out-po8 
of  iMPoles^  a  panic  feized  the  whole  Tabor:    it  was  thought 
their  general  had  deferted  them,  the  whole  fled  with  precipi- 
tation,   and  reached   the  Ukraine^  before  they    had   difco- 
vered  their  miftake,  or  recoUefted  their  fpirits.     Here  cod 
reflection  took  place  of  their  refentment :  propofals  of  peace 
were  fent  to  the  king,  and  accepted,  on  condition  that  the  Za- 
poravian  miWiiz  (bouid  be  reduced  to  twenty  thoufand  men; 
that  the  CoJJach  would  exprefs  their  penitence,  and  engage  to 
adhere  to  the.  articles  of  the  late  treaty.    The  nobility  nour- 
mured  at  this  treaty  as  too  favourable  to  the  enemy ;  and  the 
Cojfack  chiief  determined  to  maintain  it  no  longer  than  until 
he  could  retrieve  his  affairs,  and  raife  fuificient  forces  to  vin- 
dicate his  perfidy. 
A.  D.        In  this  fttuation  was  the  republic,  when  the  Ruffiam  deter- 
*653.-    mined  to  make  their  advantage  of  the  difpofition  of  the  G?/ 
^^^^}^^'  /acksy  and  the  divifibns  that  fubfifted  between  Ci^/r  and  the 
fians^r^/^  P^///*  nobility^     They  entered  Lithuania  by  the  w^y  of  Sms- 
?   J  lenjko  with  a  prodigious  army,  and  were  immediately  joined 

'.         by  a  ftrong  detachment  ofCoJ/acis  fent  by  Kzmiflnijki\  while 
the  main  bodies  of  the  Cojfack  knd  Tartarian  armies  ravaged   , 
Poland  on  the  other  fide.     The  Ruffians  laid  fiege  to  Sm-   \ 
Unjkoy  and  reduced  it,  after  a  tedious  fiege,  and  gallant  de-   | 

*  Lib.iv.  torn,  iv,  p.  329.  I 
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fence  made  by  the  Polijh  garrifon.    They  afterwards  ravaged 
the  great  dutchy  of  'Lithuania^   reduced  Wilna    and  other 
cities,  which  they  pHtaged,  after  treating  the  inhabitants  with 
the  utmofi  barbarity,  and  committing  the  moft  horrible  cruel- 
ties,    Bdt,  as  if  tne  republic  had  not  been  fufficiently  em- 
barrafTed  with  fuch  a  variety  of  powerful  enemies,  Charles-* 
Gujiavus^  who  fucceeded  to  the  crown  of  Sweden  on  the' abdi- 
cation of  Cbrijiinay  determined  to  affift  in  compleating  her 
misfortunes.     The  opportunity  was  feafotiable  for  retrieving 
tiie  loflfes  confequent  on  the  battle  at  Nor.dlingen^  and  breaking 
the  treaty  of  Stumfdorf^  by  which  Pruffla  was   intirely  eva- 
cuated.    The  ambitious  Charles  carried  his  defigns  to  the  in- 
tire  conqueft  of  Poland ;  and  as  he  was  affifted  not  only  by 
the  numerous  forces  of  the  barbarians,  but  likewife  by  certain 
difcontented  lords,  who  refented  Cafimir*%  lenity  to  the  Cof^ 
fitcks^  his  projeil:  had  all  the  appearance  of  fuccefs*     In  vain 
did  the  court  of  France  interpofe  her  good  offices,  andendea-       ^ 
vour  to  break  a  ftorm  Which  threatened  Poland  with  inevitable 
deftru£lion.    The  king  of  Sweden  was  too  earneft  in  the  pur- 
fuitqf  his  fchemes,  and  too  ianguine  of  fuccefs,  to  liften  to 
4ny  reafonable  conditions.    What  chiefly  incenfed  Charles  was 
Ae  proteft  entered  by  the  Polijb  minifter  at  Stockholm  againft 
Chrtftinah  refignation.     This  firft  put  him  on  the  fcheme  of 
revenge,  and  made  him  deaf  to  all  the  propoials  made  by  Ca^ 
fimr^  by  the  feveral  ambafladors  whom  he  difpatched  to  Sw£' 
den,     Charles  refufed  giving  audience  to  fome  of  thefe ;  and 
in  particular  ordered  the  Polijb  minifter  Merjlein  fo  quit  his 
court,  with  an  air  the  moft  infolent  and  contemptuous. 
.  Immediately  after  the  departure  of  the  ambaflador,  he  The  king 
©rdered  part  of  his  army  to  advance  into -P^/awi  by  tht  Lower  of  Swtttn 
jPomerania  and  the  New  Marche^  under  the  conduct  of  general  invades 
^Wittembergx  whofe  firft  appearance  difperfed  a  body  of  fifteen  and  con- 
dioufahd  Poles  J  font  by  the  king  to  oppo»fe  his  progrefs.     In  9^^*"^  P^- 
a>nfequence  feveral  difcontented  palatines  fubmitted,  and  took  '^?"^' 
an  oath  of  allegiance  to  Charles-Guftavus-    At  the  fame  time 
the  king,  at  the  head  of  the  main  army,  penetrated  into 
Great  Poland  \  and  after  xcducing  the  province  of  AAzzw^, 
and  almoft  all  Little  Pstandy  laid  fiege  to  Cracow,  and  carried 
that  capital,  after  a  feeble  refiftance.     The  conqueror  entered 
the  city  in  triumph,  and  obliged  the  unfortunate  Cafimir^  de- 
ftitute  of  money  and  troops,  deferted  by  the  nobility  and  army, 
to  feek  an  afyluni  in  Silejia*      Puffendorf  indeed  affirms,  that 
Stephen  Czarneski^  governor  of  Cracow ^  defended  himfelf  with      '¥' 
great  tourage  and  ability ;  and  did  not  furrender  before  his 
garrifon  was  quite  fpent  with  fatigue,  covered  with  wounds. 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XXXIV.    .       P  a^d 
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aod  greatly  diminiihedy  after  having  made  dreadful  flaugbtet; 
among  the  befiegers. 

Though  ncceflity,  and  the  timidity  or  perfidy  of  the  nobi- 
lity, had  occafioned  'Cajimir%  flight ;  yet  the  proviaces  and 
militia  confidered  his  retreat  as  an  abdication,  took  an  oath 
to  the  conqueror,  and  acknowledged  themfelves  fubjeft  to  the 
crov/n  of  Sweden.  The  govtvnoT$  o( Great  znd  Little  Polandy 
of  Mazoviaf  of  Red  Ruffia^  PgdoUa^  and  Volhinia^  all  fent 
deputations  to  the  Swedijh  monarch,  meanly  complimenting 
him  on  his  arrival  in  the  dominions  of  the  republic ;  and  it  wa$ 
even  deliberated  whether  an  offer  fhould  not  be  made  of  the 
crown.  Lithuania^  in  particular,  through  the  intrigues  of  the 
difcontcnted  Radzivil^  appeared  extremely  for\^ard  in  this 
propofal ;  but  the  fpirited  conduct  of  the  city  oiDantxick  foon 
altered  the  fentiments  of  the  Polijb  nation,  and  animated  the 
people  with  frefh  courage,*  as  foon  as  their  firft  terrod:s  were 
effaced.  Charles- Gujiavus  having,  as  he  thought,  intirely 
^  fubdued  (Polandy  turned  his  arms  to  the  conqueft  of  PruJJiaf 
where  all  the  cities  and  forireffes  made  fcarce  any  refiftance, 
Thejpirit  except  DanizicL  Here  the  burghers  at  firft  appeared  difpofed 
of  the  to  copy  the  pufillanimous  example  of  the  reft  of  .the  nation  | 
Danf-  but  fuddenly  changed  their  refolution  by  the  addrefs  and  fpi- 
aickers.  ri ted  harangues  of  the  clergy,  who  animated  them  with  their 
exhortations  and  example;  and  by  dint  pf  eloquence,  of  pub- 
lic fplrit,  and  of  valour,  attached  them  more  ftrongly  than 
ever  ta  the  crown  of  Poland.  The  king  of  Sweden*^  own  con- 
duct likewife  afiifted  their  defigns.  He  had  ordered  a  fleet  to 
cruize  before  the  harbour,  and  to  levy  exorbitant  duties  upon 
all  merchandize  :^  the  clergy  turned  this  circumftance  to  their 
advantage,  reprefenting  it  as  a  fpecimen  of  what  they  were  to 
expe6l  under  the  government  of  the  Swedijh  tyrant*  All  now 
flew  to  arms;  and  the  example  of  thtDantzickers  operated? 
powerfully  on  all  the  other  cities,  that  were  oppreffed  widi 
heavy  contributions,  and  grievous  exactions;  notwitbftanding 
the  people  were  in  other  refpedis  treated  with  great  lenity. 
The  impofition  of  fifteen  timphes  upon  every  hearth  excited 
a  general  difaffedion  in  a  free  people,  ever  averfe  to  fervitude 
and  defpptiffn.  They  could  not  confcnt  to  become  tributary 
to  Sweden^  a  kingdom  upon  which  their  fovereigns  formed 
legal  claims  ;  and  jchey  took  the  noble  refolution  of  repairing 
-  their  errors,  and  breaking  the  chains  in  which  they  faw  them- 
felves held  by  the  conquerors.  To  accomplilh  their  fchemes 
with  the  greater  facility,  fuch  conditions  were  offered  to  the 
Tartars  as  not  only  eftabliflied  a  peace,  but  an  alliance  with 
that  people,  which  proved  of  the  utmoft  utility  to  Poland* 
Cafimir  was  privately  invited  to  return  to  his  dominions,  and 

he 
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li«  immediately  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  confiJerable  ar- 
my aflembled  by  the  nobih'ty.     In  conjun£lion  with  the  Tar- 
tars^ Czameski  furprifed  a  corps  of  Swedes  in  the  neighbour-  ^^e- 
hood  of  Jarijlawy  defeated  them,  and  became  mafter  of  their  Sweden 
baggage.     The  effed's  of  this  vidory  were  of  ftill  more  con-  defeated. 
fequence,  as  it  raifed  an  emulation  through  the  whole  Polijh 
dominions,  who  fliould  bcff  diftinguifll  their  loyalty,  and  by 
a&  of  gallantry  efface  the  ftains  of  perfidy  to  an  ejccellent  ^ 

prince,  and  national  pufillanimity.  The  Lithuanians^  who 
had  lately  been  the  ftrong  advocates  of  the  Swedijh  monarch, 
now  of  a  fudden  altered  their  fentiments,  attacked  and  maf- 
facred  the  Swedijh  foldiers,  difperfed  in  quarters,  before  they 
could  unite  or  form  themfelyes  into  a  body.  Befides  thefe  ad- 
vantages, the  Poles  had  reduced  Warfaw^  where  they  made 
general  U^tttemherg  and  a  numerous  garrifon  prifoners,  con- 
trary to  the  exprefs  conditions  of  the  capitulation  *. 
,  This  treacherous  aftion  foon  met  with  the  punifliment  it 
mq:i ted,  and  proved  almoft  fatal  to  P<?/tfKrf.  Chartes^Gufiavus 
had  about  this  time  formed  an  alliance  with  ^he  elector  of 
Brandenhurgy  whereby  it  was  ftipulated,  that  the  eleflor 
flioujd  enjoy  an  abfolute  dominion  in  Duccil  PruJJia^  On  Con- 
dition that  he  would  affift  in  retaking  Warfaw^  punifhing  the 
perfidyof  the  Po/^i,  and 'conquering  the  republic.  Reinforced  ^  j)^ 
by  the  electoral  troops,  the  king  advanced  to  TVarfaWy  and  i6c6. 
hid  liege  to  the  city.  The  Poles  exerted  their  utmoft  endea- 
vours to  preferve  it :  a  battle  was  fought  before  the  walls,  and 
viftory  obftinately  difputed  for  three  days,  when  it  at  laft  de- 
clared in  favour  of  the  Swedes  and  Brandenburghers,  The  city 
^as  taken,  and  the  flaughter  was  the  more  dreadful,  as  the 
conqueft  was  fo  valiantly  difputed  :  fcarce  a  foul  efcaped  the 
fw^ord,  the  town  was  pillaged,  and  the  republic  now  reduced 
to  a  more  deplorable  ftate  than  ever,  becaufe  Charles  confi- 
dered  the  people  as  traitors. 

While  P^/tfwrf  was  bleeding  under  the  laft  fevere  blow, 
another  enemy  appeared.     Ragotski,  prince  of  Tranfyhania^  t 
feized  this  opportunity  of  refenting  his  exclufion   from  the 
throne  at  the  laft  general  eleftion.    He  now  thought  he  might  . 
efFeft  his  purpofes  with  the  affiftance  of  the  king  of  Sweden^ 
and,  by  acknowledging  Poland  tributary,  obtain  the  crown 
from  that  monarch.     Puffed  up  with  the  delufive  promifes  of 
an  aftrologer,  who  had  flattered  him  with  the  hope  of  a  dia- 
dem, his  imagination  even  carried  him  not  only  to  renounce 
the  tribute  to  Sweden^  but  to  conquer  that  kingdom  ;  though         i 
policy  required  that  he  (hould  in  the  mean  time  make  ufe  of 

'     «  Vid.  Uiuv*  Hift.  vol.  xxxiii. 
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CharUs'Guflavus  as  the  inftrument  of  his  great  projeiis.  He 
had  an  araiy  of  thirty  thoui'and  men  at  his  command  ;  and  it 
is  probable  that  his  ambitious  fchemes  might  have  fucceeded 
in  part,  had  he  not  been  too  confident  of  (uccefs,  and  aflured 
that  his  forces  were  irrefiftible.  Gujiavus  advifed  him  to  pe- 
netrate into  Poland  by  the  palatinate  of  Brejjiciy  and  to  wait 
there  for  the  jundion  of  the  Swedijh  army.  Had  he  followed 
this  counfel,  he  would  have  at  leaft  avoided  the  difgrace  of  a 
fignal  defeat ;  in  conftqueiice  of  which  he  was  /orced  to  re- 
tire precipitately  to  Tranfylvania  with  the  {battered  remains  of 
his  forces  (A). 
State  of  Happily  for  the  republic,  the  king  of  Denniark  and  feve- 
Europe.  ral  other  potentates  took  umbrage  at  the  unprovoked  attack 
on  Poland^  and  grew  jealous  of  the  rapid  fuccefs  which  ^i'- 
tended  ihQ  2Lrtns  o{  CharleS'Gu/lavus,  His  i)/2«/^  majefty  was 
bufied  in  warlike  preparations;  the  Ruffians  made  an  irruption 
into  Livonia,  and  were  laying  fiege  to  Riga  j  the  Dutch  ex- 
preffed  fome  uneafinefs  at  the  conquefls  made  in  PruJJia  \  and 
other  powers  gave  Gujiavus  to  underftand,  that  they  would  | 
not  fit  tranquil  fpefiators  of  the  riiin  of  Poland^  and  fubver-  | 
fion  of  the  ballanceof  power  in  the  .North.  The  Sultan  tea 
fcemcd  ta  favour  Poland',  for  he  was  fo  enraged  at  Ragotskh 
entering  the  republic's  dominions  againft  his  exprefs  orders,, 
that  he  enjoined  the  Tranfylvanians  to  elecS  another  vaivode, 
fent  forces  againft  this  unfortunate  prince,  who  vainly  im- 
plored the  affiftance  of  the  emperor ;  and,  after  feveral  bloody 
battles,  eftabliJhed  the  rival  of  Ragotskiy  who  periflied  of 
wounds  received  in  the  laft  eingagement.  But  what  afforded 
immediate  relief  to  P<7/^W  was  the  open  rupture  between  the 
courts  of  Stockholm  and  Copenhagen,  and  the  confequent  inva- 
A.  D.  fioj^  Qf  the  ifland  of  Zeland,  which  not  only  dreyv  the  Stvedifi 
*^57-  monarch',  but  the  bulk  of^  his  army  from  the  territories  of'  the 
republic.  A  body  of  German  auxiliaries  had  likewife  joined 
the  Polijb  army,  by  which  means  Cajimir  was  enabled  to  lay 
fiege  to  Cracow.  The  Swedijh  garrifon  was  commanded  by 
If^ariz^  who  behaved  with  great  gallantry ;  but  finding  he 
could  expert  no  relief,  was  forced  to  capitulate,  after  he  had 
filled  the  trenches  with  carnage  by  repeated  defperate  fallies* 

*  Vid.  Univ.  Hill.  vol.  xxxiii. 

(A)    Radzi'vil  and  his  chief  vered  by  general  SteinBock,  who 

off  je'rs  were  taken  prifoners  in  gained  an  advantage  over  the 

this    adion,    which    hrippened  Poles  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

near  Z/Vrr? ;  but  they  were  deli-  Philippo^a  {\). 

( I.)  Vid,  Univ.  ////?.  vol,  XXXiii. 
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GexicFal  Czarneski  too  was  difpatched  with  an  army  crofs  the 
Oder^  to  make  an  irruption  into  Pomerania^  which,  after  ra-  ^    - 
vaging  in  a' terrible  manner,  he  evacuated,  from  an  appre- 
henfiOQ  that  the  enemy  would  cut  ofFliis  retreat,  and  ftut       ' 
him  up  in  a  country  which  himfelf  had  defolated.     An  at-    • 
tempt  was  made  on  Riga^  and  other  places  in  Livonia  i  hut  The 
they,  proved  equally  unfortunate :  however,  the  great  inferio-  Swedes 
rjty  of  the  Swides^  and  the  fudden  change  of  meafures  at  the  driven  out 
court  oi Berlin  (A),  rendered  it  apparent  thzt  CharUs-GuJiavus  £/^Poland. 
muft  foon  relinquifli  all  his  conquefts  in  Poland,     His  troops  • 
we.re  driven  out  of  Courland,  and  Graudentz  in  Prujfta  was  re- 
covered  by  the  Poles :  m  a  word,  every  thing  contributed  to 
blaft  all  the  hurels  which  Charles  had  gathered  in  the  purfuit 
of  glory,  equal  to  that  of  the  celebrated  Gujiavus- Adolf  hui ; 
when,,  happily  perhaps  for  his  reputation,  for  his  people,  and 
Europe  in  general,  death  cut  fhort  the.  defigns  of  this  enter-     A.  D.    - 
prifmg  fpirited  monarch.     This  event  produced  the  congrefs     1606.. 
at  0//W,  w'here  a  peace  was  concluded  between  yohn-CaJimir  p^^^^  ^f 
and  Charles  XI.  or  rather  the  regency  of  ^weden^  upon  con-  Oiiva. 
dition  that  the  king  of  Poland  fliould  renounce  all  claim  to  the 
Swedijh  crown ;  and  that  the  Swedes  (hould  reftore  all  their 
co'nquefts  in  Poland^  Prujftay  and  Livonia^  Riga  and  a  few 
other  places  excepted.     Thus,  by  parting  with  a  vain  ideal 
right,  Cafimir  acquired  the  adual  poflfeffion  of  all  his  domi- 
nions, and  thofe  vaft  territories,  on  the  reduflipn  of  which 
the  late  king  of  Sweden  had  laviflied  the  blqod  and  treafure  of 
his  fubjefls  with  the  utmoft  prodigality  *  (B). 

The 
^  Univ.  Hift.  vol.  xxxiii. 

(A)  The  eleflor  oi  Branden-  mies,  'confented  to  the  proppfal, 

hurgy  finding  that  Charles-Guf-  on  condition  that  Ducal  Pruffia 

ta^us  was  not  in  a  coridition  to  fhould  revert  to  Poland,  in  cafe 

place  him  in  the  fovereignty  of  the  elector  died  without  male 

Ducal  Pruffia^  as  had  been  fti-  iffue  i  and  thus  the  two  princes 

pnlated,  and  that  he  had  even  joined  to  drive  out  the  5.Ti;^</<?j(i). 

refolved  to  compound  with  the  (B)   We  muft  not  omit  a  cir- 

republic  for  eight  hundred  thou-  cumflance  mentioned  by  fome 

fand  dollars,  refolved  to  clofe  in  of  the  Polijh  writers,  on  which 

with  the  Poles,  advance  that  fum  all   the   ^-wedijh  hiftorians   are 

to  Cafimir,  and  unite  his  forces  filent.     They  attribute  the  war 

to  thofe  of  the  king,  upon  the  with  Charles-Gufta'vus,  and  the 

fame  terms  he  had  agreed  with  invafion  of  the  A///?' dominions, 

the  5»M;<?tfV/S>  monarch.     There-  to  the  refentpient  of  the  grand 

publicj  glad  of  gaining  fuch  an  ch^nctWov Radzeivejki,  The  king 

ally  at  the  expence  of  her  ene-  had  carried  on  an  intrigue,  it  is 

(0  P"ff'  rer,  Brandenb,  lib.  viii.  ftB,  Iv.  />.  508. 
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Civil  com^  The  felicity  confequent  on  this  aftonifliing  change  in  th« 
motions^  afFaifs  o^  Caftmir  was  foon  difturbed,  as  fome  writers  allcdge, 
anda'war  by  the  king's  ambition  ;  while  others  freely  cenfure  the  con- 
^ztb  Ruf-  du<a  of  Luhomirskt^  the  crown- general,  on  whom  they  lay  the 
"^-  blame  of  all   the  enfuing  misfortunes.      According  to  th$ 

former,  the  king  had  hired  thirty  thoufapd  Germans^  under 
pretence  of  releafing  certain  noblemen  detained  prifoners  by 
HCi^Tartars^  in  contempt  of  treaties  ;  but,  in  fa6l,  wifhdefign 
to  render  himfelf  defpotic ;  a  meafure  very  oppofite  to  the 
principles  which  he  profefled  at  his  acceflion.  Lubomirsii 
penetrated  into  his  moft  fecret  fentiments ;  and  with  great  re- 
folution  and  public  fpirit  oppofed  himfelf  as  the  protei^or  of 
liberty,  and  guardian  of  the  conftUution.  At  firft  he  ufqd 
perfuafion ;  but  finding  that  Ca/mlr^  confident  of  his  ftrengtb, 
refufed  to  liften  to  his  arguments,  he  levied  forces,  attacked 
the  auxiliaries,  defeated  them,  took  their'  general  prifoner, 
'  and  obliged  thre  king  Jo  difmifs  the  broken  remains  of  the 
Germans ;  which  fo  chagrined  Cafimir^  that  he  foon  after  ab- 
dicated the  crown. 

The  relation  of  this  tranfaflion,  given  by  fome  other  hit 
torians  of  perhaps  greater  credit,  is  the  following.  During 
the  war  with  Sweden^  the  Rujftans  had  made  divers  incurfions 
into  the  PoUJh  dominions,  which  Cafimir  now  detiermincd  tp 
revenge.  With  this  view  an  army  was  fent  to  the  frontier^ 
under  general  Czarneski  atid  prince  Sapieha^  who  were  io  for- 
tunate  as  to  cut  off  an  army  of  twenty-fix  tboufand  Mufco- 
vltes  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Polanski.  Another  battle  was 
foon  after  fought  in  the  plains  of  Glemhokia^  in  which  the 
Rujjtam  were  aga^in  defeated,  with  the  flaughtet  of  ten  thou- 
fand  of  their  beft  foldiers;  upon  which  Cafimir  laid  fiege  to 
;  Vilna^  the  capital  o{  Lithuania^  taken  by  the  enemy  during 
the  late  war  with  Sweden,  At  the  firft  onfct^the  Pde$  carried 
the  city ;  but  the  garrifon  defended  the  citadel,  a  place  of  con- 
fiderable  ftrength,  with  great  obftinacy  and  valour.  In  vain 
was  every  ftratagem  of  war  put  in  praftice  :  the  Ruffians  with- 
ftood  all  the  efforts  made  by  the  PqUs^  until  Jat  laft  the  enter- 
prize  proved  almoft  fatal  to  the  king  and  republic.  Divifions 
arofe  between  the  king  and  fome  of  the  nobility,  who  afpired 
at  more  power,  under  the  pretext  of  oppofing  the  extenfion  of 
the  royal  .prerogative.     The  want  of  .unaniniity  in  the  camp 

feid,   with  the  wife  of  this  fe-  invited  the  Swedes  into  Livonia 

nator;  who,  to  gratify  the  die-  and  Courland,  wKere  they  foon 

^    tates  of  revenge,  formed  a  ftrong  defeated  the  duke,  and  carried 

paftyagainll  the  court,  and  then  him  off  prifoner  (i). 

(i)  HMrtnceb,  lib^u     Conmx,  torn*  h  Ubi  iUf 

1  defirpyeiJ 
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deftroyed  fbe  vigour  of  the  beiiegcrs,  expofed  them  to  the 
iailies  of  the  garrifoii,  and  produced  a  total  languor  and  in- 
adivity,  that  protra^ed  the  fiqge,  and  fpun  the  war  out  to 
great  length.  At  laft  the  animofity  of  the  Icthg  and  nobles 
rofe  fo  high,  that  the  latter  chofe  prince  Lubemi,rski  for  their 

f;eneral,  and  determined  to  decide  the  difference  by  the  fword. 
t  was  alledged,  that  the  German  levies  were  introduced  to 
deftroy  the  liberties  of  the  republic,  and  not  to  recover  her 
territories.    Forces  were  raifed  on  both  fides,  and  the  repub- 
lic faw  her  own  members  ready  to  deftroy  her  exiftcnce.     A 
battle  enfued,  khe  royal  party  was  defeated,  and  the  con- 
querors threw  themfelves  at  the  king's  feet,  to  defire  he  would     a.  D. 
reflore  peace  to  his  fubje£b,  upon  fuch  conditions  as  (hould     1668. 
render  their  privileges  fecure.     Xheir  fubmiffion,  however, 
was  only  a  veil  drawn  over  their  ambition,  in  order  to  render 
their  caufe  ftill  more  popular,  and  engage  the  king  to  difmifs 
the  German  levies.     Cajimir  fufpeded  as  much  ^  but  he  could 
not  avoid  fending  home  the  levies,  without  incurring  the  ha- 
tred of  all  his  fubjeSs,  and  the  odious  name  of  tyrant.     No 
ibonerliad  he  weakened  himfelf  by  this  compliance,  than  the 
difcontented  party  threw  off  the  mafk,  loft  all  refpeft  for  the 
facred  perfon  of  the  king,  and^  raifed  fo  many  vexations  in 
his  way,  that  he  refign^d  the  crown  in  difguft,  and  retired  the  Cafimir 
year  following  to  France^  where  he  died  about  five  years  after,  refignt  tht 
Before  his  abdication  he  affcmbled  a  diet  at  Leopold,  to  deli-  ^^^'^n. 
berate  on  meafures  for  paying  ofF  the  long  arrears  due  to  the 
army ;  and  to  eiFe(^  thi^  it  was  thought  negeflary  to  call  in 
all  the  gold  and  filver  of  the  kingdom  to  be  recoined.    This 
expedient  being  found  infufficient,  the  ftates  refolved  upon  an 
extraordinary  coinage  of  copper,  which  was  raifed  likewife  to 
double  its  intrinfic  value.     It  is  affirmed,  that  Cajimir  had  bi& 
fecret  defigns  at  the  time  in  this  augmentation  of  the  value  of 
copper  coin,  with  which  he  paid  the  army,  remitting  the  gold 
apd  filvef  privately  to  France,  in  order  to  fecure  him  4  com- 
petency in  his  retirement.     Yet  it  is  probable,  that  the  d if- 
cojQteqted  were  wholly  the  authors  of  thefe  calumnies,  in  or- 
der to  vindicate  their  own  conduift.    Certain  it  is,  that  they  Defeneff  , 
never  forgave  the  king's  ayerfion.  to  the  Cojfdck  war,    which  Cafimir*/ 
Slight  be  deemed  the  remote  caufe  of  their  rebellion,  ^lA  o{  ^^nduci. 
all   the   afperfipns   thrown  upon   the  charifler  of  a  prince^ 
Vi^ho  had  (hewn  himfelf  mild,  afFable,   humane,  and  gene- 
rous in  the  beginning  of  his  government,  though  aimoft  al- 
ways unfortunate.     The  complaints,  made  againft  the  aug- 
mentation-of  the  coin,  arofe  rather  from  fpleen  and  prejudice 
than  from  reafon.     Whatever  inconveniences  fuch  a  meafure 
Plight  produce  in  a  compiercial  kingdom,  under  the  aeceflity 
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of  fupporting  public  crefdit  with  rtfpeft  to  the  neighbouring 
ftates,  it  could  have  none  in  Pdland,  where  the  whole  induftry 
of  the  nation  was  <;onfined  toitfelf,  and  all  the  trade  only  be- 
tween one  fubjefl:  and  another.  Herfe  raifing  the  value  was 
no.  more  than  eftablifhing  a  bank,  to  render  money  more 
plentiful,  without  at  all  dimintihing  the  credit  of  the  peq>le 
with  other  powers,  with  whom  they  had  no  intercourfe  or 
connection.  So  far  were  thefe  prejudices  canied,  that  the 
Poles  accufe  Caftmlr  of  having  favoured  the  rebellion-  of  the 
Cojfacks^  merely  to  impoverilh  the  nobility,  and  humble  a  fet 
of  men  whom  he  regarded  as  fpies  upon  the  royal  condad  *• 
'  They  go  fo  far  as  to  affirm,  that  he  even  invited  the  Cojfiuk 

generals  to  invade  Poland^  as,  they  fay,  appears  unqueftiorw 
ably  from  a  letter  of  the  king's  to  Kzmielniski^  that  was  in- 
tercepted ;  but  we  have  no  authentic  proofs  that  fuch  a  letter 
ever  exifted,  notwithftanding  Dr.  Connor  relates  it  as  a  point 
beyond  all  difpute.  Nor  did  his  enemies  fail  to  upbraid  his 
abdication  as  either  cowardly  or  treacherous,  without  refleft* 
ing  that  fome  of  the  greateft  princes  had  done  the  fame  upon 
trifling  dHgufts^  while  Cafmir  was  almoft  driven  to  this  extre- 
mity. 

**  Why,  fays  Caftmir  Zawardski,  in  his  Secret  Hiftoiy, 
*'  did  John-Cafmir  renounce  thefceptre  which  he  had  fo  ear- 
^*  neftty  folicited  ?  All  Poland  (lood  amazed  at  a  meafure 
**  which  feemed  to  point  out  the  extinflion  of  her  liberties. 
**  It  looked  as  if  the  king  had  forefeen  the  fall  of  the  PoUJb 
*'  empire,  and  retired,  left  he  fliould  be  overwhelmed  in  its 
*'  ruins.  This  difhonourable  fear  was  thought  to  be  the 
**  caufe  of  his  retreat,  at  a  time  when  he  was  not  only  in  a 
**  condition  to  fupport  the  cares  of  the  government,  but  to 
**  enjoy  his  pleafures.  It  feemed  as  if  he  regarded  hisfub- 
•*  je6ls  as  his  enemies,  and  that  he  fled  like  a  conquered 
**  prince  driven  out  of  his  dominions '°." 

The  truth  is,  Cafmir  had  great  reafon  to  look  upon 
his  fubjeSs  as  enemies.  They  wete  in  open  arms  againft 
him,  while  his  prerogative  was  too  limited  to  admit  of  bis 
making  any  confiderable  refifhince.  His  abdication  is  a  proof 
of  his  fentiment,  infte^d  of  being  a  reflection  on  his  cou- 
rage: it  evinced,  that  he  put  no  value  on  the  dignity  of  fo- 
vtreign  of  a  people  whom  he  defpifed.  This  much  we 
thought  neceflfary,  in  defence  of  the  charaSer  of  a  prince, 
wh6  has  been  egregioufly  traduced  and  mifreprefented  by  all 
thehiftorians;  who  fcem  to  have  copied  each  other,  with- 
out" attending  to  fads,  and  the  particulars  of  Cafmir*^  con- 

.  *  Connor,  lib.  iii.  vol,  i;  *  P«'7^;  edit,  quart. 

dud; 
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dad;  the  only  true  method  of  catching  the  featui^of  ,^he 
mind  (A).  * 

CASIMIR^s  refigBfttion  involved  the  nation  in  frefli.  fcenes    a.  D. 
of  difcord  and  confufion.    The  nobility  took  up  arms,  and     1669. 
came  in  numerous  Squadrons' into  the  field  of  election.    This 
they  intended  as  a  precaution  againft  intrigue  and  caballing  : 
it  produced  the  contrary  effe£i:,  and  had  almofl:  proved  fatal 
to  tfaemfelves  and  the  republic.     Borne  away  by  tl^  totrento^ 
caprice  and  .{5adion,  they  feparated  into  factions,  drew  their 
fwords  againft  each  other,  againft  the  fenate,  and  chief  lords^ 
and  pointed  thofe  arms  at  the  vitals  of  the  ftate  v^hich  they 
had  taken  up  in  defence  of  her  privileges,  and  the  freedom  of 
their  own  fuiFrages.     The  day  for  opening  the  general  diet 
was  fixed  for  the  fecond  of  May  by  the  primate  archbiibop  of 
Gnifna\  but  the  inter-regnum  was  not  diftiirbed,  like  the.        , 
;  former,  by  religious  parties,  the  late  king  having  taken  fucit 
meafures  as  effedually  fupprefied  Socinianifm,  and  infpired 
the  other  feds  with  terror*.     Four  candidates  appeared  foi  Candidates 
the  crown  of  Poland.    The  firft  was  the  eldeft  fon  of  lYitfir  the 
c«ar  of  Mufcoty^  who  had  been  educated  in  the  PoUJh  dtmx-^rown  of 
nionsy  ^oke  the  language,  and  imitated  the  manners  of  the  Roland, 
country,  which  were  ftrong  arguments  in  his  favour ;  thougii 
the  czar  had  ftill  more  powerful  in  referve.    An  army  of 
;   eighty  thoufand  men  waited  for  the  anfwer  of  the  diet!  on  the* 
\  frontiers^  ready  to  break  in  upon  the  territories  of  th^  repub* 
lie,  (houldthe  prince  be  reje<Sted.    The  grand  duke  befideB. 
I   promtfed,  that  his  fon  (hduld  embrace  the  R^man  Catholic  reli- 
I   gion ;  that  he  ihould  publicly  renounce  his  claim  to  the  dia- 
1   dem  of  Mufcovy  5   that  Kiow^  and  all  the  places  conquefed* 
I   from  Poland^  fliould  be  reftored ;  and  that  four  millions  fliould 
J   be  paW  to  the  treafury  of  the  republic,  to  difchargc  the  ar- 
'    rears  of  the  army.     Thefe  were  exceedingly  advantageous 
i    propofals ;  but  they  were  accompanied  with  menaces  that  ren*« 
dered  them  difagreeable,  and  excited  the  refentment  of  the* 
whole  Polijb  nation.    Even  the  czar's  offer,  of  fupportihg  the 
i    republic  with  an  army  of  forty  thoufand  men  was  coDjIrued. 

I  »  Vide  Sea.  I.  of  this  volume. 

(A)  It  is  ufual  to  compliment  for  the  (lately  monument  eriefted' 

I    the  rnemories  of  ^  bad  princes  to  Cafimir  in  the  abbey  of  5/. 

I    with  the  moft  pompous  and  ful-  Germain\yO^XiXsixi%  nothing  more 

;    fom  praifes    on    their  monu-  than  a  catalogue  of  the  virtues ' 

j     incnts:  the  fine  Latin  infcrip-  which  this  prince  a6laal1y  pof-- 

I    tioa  wrote  by  father  Default;  feffed  (i).  ■ 

f  '  '  ■ 

into 
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into  a  refle£tion  on  her  weaknefi,  as  if  fhe  was  unable  to  de« 
^  fend  her  own  frontiers,  and  repel  the  attaclcs  of  her  enemies. 
However,  ^s  the  Poles  were  not  able  to  refift  the  weight  of  £> 
prodigious  an  army  as  the  czar  had  aflembled  on  the  frontiers, 
they  chofe  to  a£l  with  caution,  and  not  give  unabrage  to  die 
court  of  Mufcovy  unneceflarily.  With  this  view  they  difiem* 
bled  their  intentions ;  and  Pack^  high  chancellor  of  Lithuatda, 
was  ordered  to  aflure  the  czar  of  the  good- will  and  efteem  of 
the  Poles  for  his  fon,  and  their  defign  of  railing  him  to  the 
throne,  provided  they  could  have  fecurity  that  he  was  fmcere 
in  his  renunciation  of  the  Greek  faith.  It  was  the  bufinefsof 
the  czar  immediately  to  remove  this  difBculty ;  to  efFed  which 
he  procured  a  declaration  of  the  patriarch  and  clergy  of  Mufi 
covfi  teftifying,  that  as  the  intentbn  of  the  young  prince,  ifl 
offering  himfelf  a  candidate  for  the  crown  of  Poland^  was  only 
to  ftrerigthen  Chriftianity  againft  the  common  enemy,  the 
Turky  he  might  lawfully  conform  to  the  Latin  church :  fo 
eaiily  do  the  clergy  fuggeft  arguments  to  palliate  ambition. 
The  PoleSy  however,  who  wanted  only  to  gain  time,  found 
excufes  for  not  immediately  declaring  in  favour  of  the  Muf' 
eovitey  and  amufed  him  with  fpecious  counterfeit  appear- 
ances. 

The  other  candidates  were  the  prince  of  Condi ^  the  duke 
of  Newburgh^  and  prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  5  each  of  whom 
was  fupported  by  his  particular  fa£kion.  -  Not  only  the  primate- 
archbifliop  and  general  Sobieski  were  thought  to  favour  the 
Conde  intereft,  but  Oberski,  flarofta  of  JVarfaw^  a  nobleroaii 
of  great  power  and  influence,  declared  openly  in  his  behalf, 
and  fet  to  work  every  engine  of  intrigue  to  carry  his  eleftion* 
The  party  was  extremely  fanguine ;  and  indeed  the  general 
opinion  determined  the  difpute  for  the  pritice  of  Condi,  whofe 
firiends  were  known  to  be  powerful,  and  fuppofed  to  be  the  mpft 
numerous.  However,  the  fpirit  of  the  oppofite  facHons 
(rhanged  the  face  of  affairs  in  a  manner  very  unexpe<$ed.  The 
ftandard*bearer  of  the  palatinate  of  Sandomir^  obtaining  leave 
to  fpeak  in  the  aflTembly,  rofe  up,  and  pronounced  a  bitter  io- 
veftive  againft  Oberskiy  whom  he  charged  with  corruption, 
and  betraying  the  liberty  of  his  country.  ;He  even  produced 
letters  in  confirmation  of  his  allegation,  whereby  it  appeared 
.  that  the  archbifliop  of  Gnefna,  and  divers  lords,  who  were  now 
fliled  the  infamous  topis  of  French  policy,  had  held  private 
meetings,  and  caballed  in  favour  of  the  prince  of  C^^^^if ;  and 
that  the  fenate  propofed,  in  dire<^  violation  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  to  determine  the  ele£lion,  without  regard  to  the  infe^ 
rior  departme;its  of  the  diet.  Such  proofs  of  corruption  w^f^ 
no  fooner  exhibited  than  the  whole  affembly  was  fired  with 

indigna- 
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it)dignation.  Every  member  drew  his  fword,  and  witli  loud' 
menaces  demanded  tbe  trial  of  Oherski^  who,  terrified  at  this 
fudden  refolution,  endeavoured  to  make  his  efcape  j  but  was 
forcibly  detained,  and  obliged  to  fwear  that  he  would  re- 
nounce the  intereft  of'  the  prince  of  Condi^  and  regard  him  at 
incapable  of  wearing  the  crown,  becaufe  he  had  fought  it  by 
methods  deemed  unconftitutional.  As  the  primate  was  like- 
wife  fufped^ed  of  an  attachment  to  the  fame  party,  he  was  re- 
quired to  pronounce,  in  a  public  manner,  the  exclufion  of  tbe 
prince  of  Conde.  This,  it  was  imagined,  would  be  the  moft 
adequate  punifhment  of  a  prelate,  who,  though  the  guardian 
of  the  republic  during  an  intfer-regnum,  had,  in  the  gx(fik^ 
manner,  violated  her  fundamental  laws.  However,  the  cc- 
defiaftic  proved  too  cunning  for  his  advcfrfaries,  and  eluded 
the  fnare,  by  declaring,  that  if  the  nobility  expedea  a  decifion  ' 
of  the  whole  fenate,  they  muft  be  affembled  for  that  purpofe$ 
but  if  they  asked  only  for  his  particular  fentiment,  he  wa« 
ready  to  proclaim  that  perfon  fovereign  who  (hould  ^lave  the 
ftiffragesof  the  whole  nation.  This  opinion  Jie  Supported  by 
the  fentiments  of  fome  other  fpiritual  lords,,  and  the  influence 
of  the  palatines  of  Kiow^  Culnty  and  Pomeraniay  together  with 
the  intereft  of  the  grand  marechal,  who  declared  aloud,  that 
he  would  quit  his  office,  if  the  nobility  alTumed  to  themfelves 
the  right  to.profcribe  fo  tumultuoufly  a  candidate  of  fo  high 
birth  and  merit  as  the  prince  of  Conde.  Upon  this  warm  de- 
bates arofe,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  the  parties  were  re-  - 
ftralned  from  coming  to  blows.  The  inferior  order  of  gentry 
became  extremely  violent,  and,  notwithftanding  the  refolu- 
tlon  of  the  great  lords,  compelled  the  archbifhop,  by  their 

r  clamours  and  ipcnaces,  to  exclude  the  prince  in  thefe  words : 
**  I  exclude  the  prince  of  Conde  then,  fince  they  will  have  it 
**  fo  *."  Some  writers  alledge,  that  in  paffing  this  judgment 
he  omitted  the  prince's  name ;  but  it  is  probable  that  the 
lower  department  was  not  to  be  deceived  by  fo  pitiful  a  fub- 
terfuge,  and  that  the  archbifhop  was  too  well  acquainted  with 

[  their  vehemence,  ^and  the  confequences  of  his  tergiverfation, 
to  have  recourfe  to  fo  flimfy  a  (hift.     Certain  it  is,  that  he 

;  was  aflually  compelled  to  defert  the  prince,  whofe  fadion 
could  never  again  raife  its  head. 

WILLIAM  duke  of  Newburg  was  fupported  by  the  court 
tii  Vienna^  and  publicly  recommended  by  the  imperial  am- 

;    baflador,  though  it  was  imagined    he  had  inftru6lions  pri. 

;    vately  to  efpoufe  the  duke  of  Lorraine,     The  French  too» 

,    perceiving  they  could  not  carry  their  point  for  the  prince  of 

\       *  Volt.  Si^c  torn.  i.    Barre  Hifl.  Emp,  torn.  ix.  io6. 

I  5  '  'Condi^ 
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(Unde,  c\o(tA  in  with  the  Newburg  party»  and  |;ave  that 
prince  a  very  probable  chance  fqr  fucceis.  The  king  of  £»^- 
ktnd  recommeiKied  him  by  letter,  and  the  Brandenburg  am- 
baffador  fpoke  highly  in  his  praife,  and  exerted  all  his  ic- 
tereft  in  liis  favour.  The  duke  himfelf  promifed  every  thing; 
but  a$  the  aflembly  knew  that  the  performance  exceeded  his 
abilities,  all  his  profeflions  paiTed  for  mere  compliments. 
The  diet  indeed  acknowledged  his  merit;  but  he  was  a  Ger- 
many and  that  alone  was  fufficient  to  render  him  obnoxious 
to  the  nation ;  fo  that  the  emperor's  recommendation,  as 
it  was  not  fupported  with  money,  was  rather  a  prejudice  to 
the  candidate,  efpecially  as  the  intrigues  of  the  court  of  Vi- 
enna were  well  known  to  be  exerted  in  favour  of  the  dake 
Qiliorrainey  whp  emptied  his  treafures  with  liberally  promo- 
ttng  his  fon's  claim.  This  weighed  ftrongly  with  the  needy 
avaricious  Poles  ;  they  filled  the  duke  with  hope,  and  repaid 
his  bounty  by  the  moft  generous  promifes.  For  a  long  time 
his  party  was  confidered  as  the  moft  powerful ;  but  as  Toon  as 
the  elec^ois  obferved  that  he  relaxed  in  his  private  donations, 
their  ardor  fuddenly  cooled,  his  party  dwindled,  and  was 
foon  fupplanted  by  a  fa^on  of  the  Piajiesy  which  fpun  out 
the  feilion  of  the  diet  to  an  intolerable  length,  exhaufted 
the  patience  of  the  nobility,  and  excited  louacomplaints  of 
the  condu^  of  the  fenate,  as  if  their  intrigues  had  been  the 
occafion  *". 
Cmfu/ion  NoTHiNts  but  tumult  and  confufion  enfued*  The  rage 
in  the  diet.  °^  ^®  multitude  broke  out  againft  the  chief  lords,  who 
*  narrowly  efcaped  being  torn  in  pieces,  becaufe  they  werefup- 
pofed  deiirous  of  infringing  the  rights  of  the  diet,  and  en- 
groffing  the  whole  power.  The  guards  at  the  dooi^  dif- 
charged  their  mufquetd  into  the  placp  of  eleSioxi,'  and  the 
jQiot  fell  among  the  members  of  the  higher  order,  the  bifliops 
and  palatines.  The  foldiers  were  intirjely  under  the  influence 
of  the  mob,^  who  are  always  ready  to  infult  their  fuperiors. 
Two  lords  were  flain,  ibme  were  wounded,  and  feveral  hid 
themfelves  under  the  benches,  or,  made  their  efcape,  and 
were  purfued  by  the  feditious,  who  loaded  them  with  re- 
"  proaches  and  the  groiTeft  abufe.  In  a  word,  the  fenate  was 
driven  out  of  i\it  fropa  ox  alTembly-houfe,  and  the  confti- 
tution  violated  in  a  manner  quite  unprecedented.  The  ftreets 
were  filled  with  difqrder,  and  fcarce  a  night  pafTed  without 
btoodfhed  and  murder.  AH  the  endeavours  of.  the  grand- 
marechal  to  appeafe  the  multitude  was  vain.  All  was  a  ktnt 
of  anarchy,  and  every  thing  threatened  the  difiblution  of  the 

^  Hartnoch,  lib,  1.  cap.ii. 

govern- 
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government;  vfhen  Opalinsiif  palatineofJCo//^,  found  means 
to  aflemble  the  gentry,  whom  he  addrefled  with  fo  much 
elocution  and  force  of  argument,  as  foon  aiTwaged  their 
Ipaflions,  and  removed  their  prejudices.  <'  To  what  pur* 
*'  pofe,  faid  he,  do  we  cut  each  others  throats  for  princes 
**  with  whom  we  have  no  acquaintance  or  connexion? 
•'  Why  (hcd  the  blood  of  our  countrymen  to  ferve  the  am- 
«*  bition  and  promote  the  intrigues  of  foreigners  ?  Will  any 
•«  of  thefe  princes,  after  their  elcfiion,  acknowledge  their 
I  <<  obligations  to  the  fufFragans,  or  at  all  diilinguiih  thoft  who 
^  ^'^  have  hazarded  their  lives,  and  fpent  their  fortunes,  in  ele- 
•^  vating  them  to  the  thrpne  ?  No,  gratitude  is  not  the  vir- 
**  tue  of  fovereigns;  policy  might  dilate  that  the  other 
**.  faftioh  fliould  be  preferred  merely  for  the  fake  of  eftablifh-  - 
^'  ing  unanimity.  Let  us  therefore  confider  our  true  intereft, 
'*  and  without  polluting  our  hands  in  the  blood  of  our  coun- 
**  trymen,  chufe  from  among  them  a  perfoh  worthy  to  com* 
*^  mand  over  the  whole  nation,  who,  by  the  ties  of  pature 
^<  and  intereft,  will  be  careful  of  their  rights  and  privileges: 
**  Aft  there  none  of  the  members  of  the  republic  worthy 
•*  of  being  raifed  to  the  fupreme  dignity  ?  Can  we,  with- 
^^  out  acknowledging  our  own  demerit,  feek  for  kings  among, 
*'  foreigners,  which  is  in  other  words  telling  the  whole  world 
*^  that  Poland  has  not  a  fubject  who  deferyes  being  raifed  to 
**  a  throne.'* 

This  oration,  and  particularly  the  mentioning  a  Piajio^ 
operated  powerfully  on  the  multitude;  but  there  were  fome^ 
who  adhered  to  the  foreign  princes,  found  their  intereft  in 
keeping  up  the  ball  of  contention,  and  ftrenuoufly  oppofed 
the  palatine,  who,  however,  refolutely  maintained  This 
point,  and,  attended  by  the  palatine  of  Pofnaniay  fet  out  for 
the  refidence  of  Michael  Coribut  Wiefnowiskh  who  had  been 
nominated  by  about  twenty  palatines  and  great  lords.  To 
this  choicp  the  Lithuanians  made  the  chief  oppoiition ;  but- 
one  of  their  deputies  being  cut  in  pieces,  they  were  terrified 
with  the  violence  of  the  PoUs^  and  obliged  to  confent  to  th^ 
proclamation  of  the  elected  prince* 

It  was  matter  of  furpris^  to  fee  a  perfon  raifed  to  the 
throne,  who  claimed  no  pretenfions  on  account  of  meritt 
and  was  contemptible  for  bi^  poverty.  He  was  indeed  col- 
laterally defcended  from  the  houfe  of  Jagelloy  but  had  been 
reduced  to  great  diftrels  by  the  lofTes  which  his  father  fuf-' 
tained  in  the  war  with  the  Cojfacks.  The  truth  is,  none  of 
the  palatines  had  any  defign  of  elevating  him  to  the  fupreme 
dignity ;  they  nominated  him  merely  to  try  how  the  depu- 
ties were  difpofed  towards  a  native.     Several  palatines  afpvred' 

at 
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at  the  crown  j  but  the  diet  unexpe£ledly  (hewed  ftich  an  m 
ciination  for  a  Piajio^  that  fUeJhowtsii  being  once  nominated, 
his  eledion  followed  of  courfe.  It  was  found  in^poiiible  to 
turn  the  tide  of  popular  humour  to  another  channel  i  and  the 
nobility  were  obliged  to  reft  fatisfied  with,  the  thoughts  they 
had  a  fimple  eafy  perfon  for  their  king,  who  would  be  wholly 
guided'  by  their  advice.  ji 

MICHAEL   CORIBUT  WIESNOPFISKL 

A.  D.         As 'to  IViefnowiskiy  he  was  in  the  utmbft  amaeement  at 
1670.    his  good  fortune,  and  his  aftonifhment  encfeafed  when  he 
17  Sept.    was  feated  by  force  on  a  throne  ereScd  In  the  midft  of  the 
Michiel    aflembiy  ;  at  the  ofFer  made  to  him  of  the  crown,  tears  burft 
Coribat    from  his  eyes,  he  declared  his  incapacity,  and  intreated  that 
Wiefno-    )^^  fliould   not  be  made   the  fpore  of  the  nation.     P^t  laft, 
^j^     ,,.    however,  he  was  forced  to  acquiefce  in  the  determination  of 
*^p  J.  *^the  people;    and  thus  the  king  and  his  fubjefts  remained' 
^    °  °  'under  equal  aftonifhrnent  at  the  eleSion.     The  primate  in-' 
deed  refufed  to  crown  the  new  king,  as  had  been  cuftoma^, 
arid  retired  to  hts  caftle  aC  Lowitz  ;    but  the  palatine  of  Kn* 
lijh  prevailed  on  the  fenate  to  ufe  their  influence  with  thtf 
prelate,  and  the  minor  nobility  threatened  him  in  fuch  high 
terms,  that  he  found  himfelf  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  fanc- 
tifying  meafures  which  he  could  not  approve,  and  of  placing 
the  crown  on  the  head  of  a  prince  whom  he  dcfpiled. 
«<  Soon  after  his  coronation,  PFtefnowis^i  wzs  married  ioEleo- 
flora  of  Aujiria^  daughter  to  the  emperor  Ferdinand^  and  fif-' 
ter  to  Leopold^  nocwithftanding   he  had  ferved  the  latter  in 
quality  of  gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber.    This  alliance  was 
attended  with  its  inconveniences.   The  Poles  apprehended  that 
the  king  was  defirous  of  retrenching  their  privileges,  and  ex- 
tending his  own  prerogative?,  with  the  affiftance  of  the  houfc 
of  Aujhia,     A  defign   likewife,  it  was   reported,   had  been 
formed  by  the  queen  of  rendering  the  crown  hereditary ;   but 
thefe  jealoiifies  were  foon  diffipajed  by  the  king's  condu<9, 
and  his  ready  compliance  with  all  the  demands  of  his  fubje& 
War  -with  Yet  another  ftorm  threatened  Poland^  which  all  fViefnowiskh 
/^f  Turks  good  nature  could   not  divert,  nor  his  abilities  refift^    The 
and  Cof-    czar  of  Mufcpvy^  incenfed  at  his  fon's  difappointment,  and 
lacks.         the  treacherous  condud  of  the  ^olijh  deputies,  who  had  long 
^'  •^•'   flattered  his  hope,  and   foothed    him  with   promifes,   deter- 
^^7'-     mined  upon  revenge  ;  and,  not  fatisfied  with  reviving  the  dif- 
content  of  the  Cojfacks^  entered  into  an  alliance  with  the 
Porie^  in  which  It  was  ftipulated,  that  the  C/yfr^/w  (hould  be 
the  price  of  the  fukan's  affiftance.    The  cwr  indeed  waff 
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to  enjoy  the  fovereigntyj   hut  Turiijb  garrifons  wefc  to  be. 
introduced  into  all  the  fortrefles.    As  to  the  Cojfacks^  they 
were  extremely  well  difpofed   to  renew  tbofe  difturbancesy 
which  never  failed  of  producing  plunder.  -  Befides,  Darozen- 
ikiy  their  new  general,  was  ambitious  of  procuring  an  inde-* 
pendent  principality,  of  which  himfelf  (hould  be  head.  With 
this  view  he  joined  the  Tartars  fent  by  the  vizier  Cupruliy 
to  ravage  the  Polijb  frontiers.    The  united  barbarians  accord* 
ingly  advanced  into  Podottay  and  laid  fiege  to  the  fortrefi  of 
Kamniecy  and  though  it  was  defended   by  flrong^  walls,  re- 
duced it  in  the  fpace  of  ten  days,  the  garrifon  not  being  pro- 
vided with  the  neceiTaries  for  fuftaining  a  (lege.    Nothing 
could  equal  the  confternation  of  the  whole  kingdom  whea     4 
the  news   arrived  that  Kamniec  had  furrendered,  although 
no  provifion  had  been'  made  icx  its  fecurity.    The  people 
begun  to  blame  the  fenate,  and  they  removed  the  odium  from 
themfelves  by  laying  it  upon  the  fovereign,  though  the  go- 
vernment of  the  prince  was  too  fhort  to  be  fufficiently  ac- 
^  quainted  with  the  ftate  of  the  garrifons,  or  indeed  of  any 
affairs  civil  or  military.     Recrimination  took  place  of  ac- 
tion, and  though  the  country  was  iatirely  open,  and  nothing 
remained  to  bppofe  the  enemy,  no  fleps  were  taken  to  raife  an 
^  army,  which  obliged  the  king  to  purchafe  a  (hameful  peace, 
at  the  expence  of  Podotioy  a  province  ceded  to  the  Cojfach  \ 
.   and  a  tribute  of  twenty-two  thoufand  ducat&  yearly  to  the 
fultan  ^  (A)- 

All  Poland  cried  out  againft  this  peace  as  ignominious ; 
yet  it  is  probable  that  king  Michael  would  have  obferved  it 
religioufly,  had  the  enemy  performed  their  obligations  ;  but 
inftead  of  retiring,  they  advanced  and  laid  fiege  to  Leopold^ 
which  fome  hiftorians  alledge  happened  in  the  preceding^ 
war,  as  the  reader  will  obferve  in  the  margin.    This  city 

^  Hartnoch,  lib.  i.  cap.  ii.    Font.  pag.  .305.    Puffenoj 
t  iv.  lib.  iv.     CoNNOR>  1.  iii.  lib.  i. 

(A)  Dr.  fl(mnor  alledgfs,  that  any  terms,  they  then  exclaimed 

Leaptid  was  lieiieged,  and  Ka-  againd  it  as  inglorious,  and,  by 

miniec  taken,  through  the  trea-  the  difturbance  they  made,  got 

chcry  of  JobnSohieski,  crOwn-  the  conduft  of  affairs  into  their 

general  and  grand -marechal,  own    hands,    infilled  upon    a 

and  other  lords,    who  wanted  breach  of  the  convention,  and 

to  bring  the  government   into  by  this  means  renewed  the  war, 

contempt.     As'  foon  as  they  had  which  terminated  fo  fortunately 

reduced  the  weak  prince  to  the  for  the  Poles,  and  glorioufly  for 

wccffity  of  making  peace  upon  Sohieski,  (i). 

j  (i)  Connor^  lib,  ill  W.  i.  pag,  146,   ^47,^ 

waa 
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was  (b  dbftinately  defended  by  Lenskiy  a  colonel  of  dragoipns, 
with  no  more  than  fifteen  hundred  men,  that  the  Turks  were 
obliged  to  ralfe  the  fiege,  upon  intelligence  of  the  approach  of 
the  Pdijh  arnvy/  Sobieski  was  advancing  to  Kaminiec^  to  lay 
fiege  to  that  fortrefs  j  but  it  was  neceffary  firft  to  diflodge  the 
Turkijh  army  at  Choczin^  to  prevent  the  bafhaw's  diftuibing 
his  operations  in  cutting  ofF  his  retreat.  But  this  was  an 
cnterprize  fcarcely  to  be  attempted  with  his  flehder  forcej, 
which -did  not  amount  to  thirty  thoufand  fighting  men.  The 
Turkijh  army  exceeded  three  hundred  thoufand  qien^  includ- 
ing the  troops  of  Moldavia  and  Walachla  \  the  bafliaw  was 
fo  certain  of  vidory,  that  he  had  already  forged  chains  for 
the  kirtg  and  court,  and  fent  word  to  thefultan,  that  before 
the  end  of  the  campaign  /he  would  fix  the  Othoman  ftandards 
on  the  Walls,  of  Cracow,  It  is  poflible  he  might  bave  ful- 
filled his  boafting,  had  not  the  violence  of  his  temper  occa- 
fioned  the  defertion  of  the  Walachians  and  Moldavians,  The 
fultan,  ihcenfed  to  fee  that  th'efe  auxiliaries  were  badly 
provided  for  taking  the  field,  ftriickthe  vaivode  oi  Molia- 
via  in  a  paflion,  and  fo  enraged  that  chief,  that  he  vowed 
revenge,  and  engaged  his  brother  vaivode  of  Walachia  in  his 
quarrel.  -  They  intimated  their  defign  to  SohieskJ,  invited  him 
to  attftok  the  Tv^kijh  camp,  and  promifed  to  a/lift  him  with 
all  their  fbrces.  The  'Pole  feized  the  opportunity,  prefented 
himfelf  before  the  Turkijh  intrenchments;  was  admitted  and 
^  joined  by  the  vaivods,  who  now  begun  an  obftinate  engage- 

ment with  the  baftiaw.  For  three  days  the  Turk  maintained 
his  ground,  and  renewed  the  engagepient  by  intervals :  at 
laft  the  (kill  and  fortune  of  Sobieski^  as  well  as  the  fuperior 
n/Tutks  valour  of  the  PoUs  prevailed ;  a  complete  vidory  was  ob- 
defeaied  tained,  terrible  {laughter  mad^,  a  multitude  of  prifoners  were 
by  John  taken,  -afid  of  the  whole  Turkijh  army,  not  more  than  fifteen 
Sobieijki.  thoufand  were  fufFered  to  _^make  their,  efcape.  In  a  word, 
the  defeat  was  complete,  and  had  the  PoliJ})  general  profited 
by  his  fuccefs,  the  fultan  would  have  been  forced  to  give  up 
the  (hameful  tribute,  and  \ki^  CoJJacks  X.Q  cait  Pod^lia.  The 
truth  is,  Sohieski  would  have  purfucd  the  blow,  but  the  poj* 
fplite  refufed  tp  continue  in  the  field  longer  than  they  were  re- 
quired by  the  laws  of  their  country.  They  accordingly  difbanded 
themfelves,  returned  home,  and  fuffered  the  king  to  make 
peace  with  the  enemy  on  the  beft,  terms  he  could  procure. 
§ome  afcribe  their  condu6l  to  the  intrigues  of  the  nobility; 
ethers  to  the  policy  of  Sohieski  i  but  circumfta«ces  prove, 
that  they  were  a6luated  by  no  other  motive  than  an  attach- 
ment to  miftaken  liberty,  which  admitted  thaf  they  ftould 
not  bear  arms  beyond  a  .€^i:tain  nuwbcr  of  wceksj  and  that 

thfey 
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they  ihouki  not  march  beyond  a  certain  number  of  leagues 
into  anienemy's  country  (A).  Happily  for  the  memory  of  j^/^l  ^;>^. 
tVitfnowiski  he  died  before  advice  of  the  condu6):  of  the  army 
was  received  at  court,  but  little  efteemed  or  regretted  by  his 
fubje£b»  who  regarded  him  as  a  good-natured  fimple  mo- 
narch. 

Now  opened  a  new  fcene  of  corruption,  intrigue,  and  Diet  of 
fadion,  when  every  deputy  endeavoured  to  turn  his  vote  to  iUaion* 
the  bed  advantage,  and  if  poffible  to  difpofe  of  it  to  each  of  the  A.  D. 
candidates  for  the  crown*  Some  of  the  princes  who  had  i674. 
fiood  ix,  the  lafl;  eledion  renewed  their  claims,  and  were  op- 
pofed  by  the  elector  of  Brandenburg^  prince  George  of  £)/«- 
marky  the  prince  of  Tranjyhaniay  and  at  lafl:  by  a  prince  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon^  whofe  name  was  kept  fecret.  Sohieski 
efpoufed  the  intereft  of  this  latter  candidate,  whence  it  was 
afterwards  fuppofed  that  he  was  really  the  perfoh  himfelf.  On 
the  twentieth  day  of  April  the  diet  opened,  and  the  czar  of 
Mufcovy^  not  difcouraged  by  his  late  difappointment,  oiFered 
his  fecond  fon,  a  youth  not  fourteen  years  of  age,  but  with 
lefs  haugbtinefs  than  he  expreifed  oh  the  former  occafion. 
It  was  now  a  requefl:  accompanied  by  prefents,  and  not  a  de- 
mand infolently  enforced  by  menaces,  and  fupported  by  an 
army;  however,  little  regard  was  paid  to  it,  though  the 
czar's  ambafTador  was  treated  with  the  civility  and  refpe£t  due 
to  the  reprvefeiltative  of  fo  powerful  a  monarch.  ^  As  to  the 
eledor  of  Brandenburg^  he  promifed  every  thing  in  the  name 
of  the  electoral  prince,  who  was  immediately  to  embrace  the 
Remijb  religion,  in  cafe  his  claim  was  admitted  ;  but  the  re- 
ligion in  which  he  bad  been  bred,  and  his  coutitry,  were  in* 
fuperable  obftacles  to  his  fuccefsi  The  Poles  apprehended, 
that  a  converfion,  founded  on  ambition,  would  have  but  little 
fincerity ;  they  detefted  the  thoughts  of  a  German  king,  and 
foon  gave  the  eiedor  to  underftand  that  his  endeavours  would 
be  fruitlefs  5  yet  we/e  ther^  a  few  who  flattered  his  hope,  the 
better  to  drain  his  treafures,  though  they  found  they  had  to  do 
with  a  cautious  frugal  prince.     The  king  of  Denmark  made 

(A)  It  mufl:  bfc  obferved,  that  army  of  fifteen  thoufand  Tran* 

the  vaivode  of  Tranjyl^ania  now  Jihoanians  for  the  fervice  of  the 

likewife  offered  himfelf  a  candi-  kingdom,    whenever  the  ftate 

date  for  the  FoUJh  crown,  and  ihould  happen  to.be  at  war  with 

flattered  the  people  with  magni-  the  Turks ;    but  thefe  were  r«- 

ficent  promifes  which  he  had  not  garded  as  mere  baits  to  catch 

the  power  to  execute.  He  propof-  the»credulous,  and  promote  his 

ed  to  unite  his  principality  to  the  own  deiigns. 
republic,    and  to  maintain  ,  an 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XXXIV.  Q  vaft 
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Vftft  <^iB  for  hb  brother :  he  offered  to  paf  diree  milUoiir 
inco  the  treafiiryf  to  maintain  fix  thou(and  horkf  and  formfli 
a  fleet  when  required  for  the  ufe  of  the  republic ;  but  he  was 
laraverfed  by  a  powerful  Swe£Jb  fadion»  and  his  party  ^ 
loon  abferbed  in  the  fbperior  iaterefts  of  the  duke  of  Newburg 
wad  Charles  prince  of  Lorratnty  who  had  been  competitors  M 
the  preceding  ele^on  (B).  The  duke  now  made  the  fame 
offers  for  his  fan  which  he  had  lately  <k>ne  for  himfelf,  and 
at  the  fai|se  time  propofed  that  the  prince  fliould  marry  the 
queen-dowager.  The  queen  however  attached  herfelf  to  the 
intereft  of  the  hoa(eoiLmr4ii9u ;  flie  loved  jMince  Charles^  and 
iiipported  his  intereft  at  the  expence  of  her  reputation  and  the 
crown  jewels,  which  fhe  pawned  to  purchafe  votes.  She  bad 
ei^aged  the  Lithiamians  in  her  party,  and  they  had  determined 
that  no  prince  (houM  be  ehefled,  who  was  not  iingle  and  a( 
to  marry  the  queen-dowager.    Pac%y  the  general  and 

Smarechal  of  the  dutchy,  was  the  author  of  this  refo- 
in  order  to  exclude  Sebusti^  who  was  fiifpeded  of 
harbouring  afnUtious  deiigns ;  but  it  had  nearly  ruined  th^ 
caufe  of  the  prince  of  Lirraine  likewife.  A  report  was  fpread 
that  he  was  privately  married  to  the  emprels-dowager ;  jea* 
loufy  had  almoft  robbed  him  of  the  queen's  countenance} 
but  he  found  means  to  refute  the  allegation,  and  convince 
the  queen  of  his  refpeSt  and  afi«£Hons.  The  LHhumam 
too  were  confirmed  in  the  intereft  which  they  hid  al<* 
moft  defened,  as  foon  as  the  unfavourable  rumoms  were 
diiBpated.  Befides  the  queen's  influence,  and  the  attach- 
ment of  the  whole  dutchy  oi  Uthuania^  the  prince  of  £«r- 
raim  had  a  par^  in  P»land^  a  great  (hare  of  perfonal  merit| 
and  an  army  on  the  frontiers  of  SiU/ta,  to  animate  his  fadion> 
whence  he  might  be  confidered  as  the  moft  formidable  of  the 
candidates ;  and  indeed  the  duke  of  Nnubur/s  party  began  to 
fink  in  the  Pia/lo  intereft,  which  every  day  grew  more 
confukrabJey  though  it  was  at  firft  confounded  intirdy  with 
the  Freiuh  intereft,  as  Sobieski  had  propofed  a  prince  of  that 
country,  without  giving  any  dired  intimations  of  his  own 
intentions.  Covered  with  the  laurels  gathered  in  the  expe- 
dition againfl:  the  Turis^  he  joined  popularity  to  power,  and 

v; 

(B)  It  is  poffible  that  Sfibie^  Without  the  general's  priviqr* 

might   have    received    intelli-  TIhs  however  is  no  more  diair 

g£nce  of  the  king's  ilhiefs;  and  foiptcton,  which,  though  vagup 

His  fadden  arrival  at  oourt  gave  and  flight,  time  has  not  bsen 

bsrtk  to.  fbpe  fu^ucions    tliat  aUe  to  effiuce  (i).j 
king  Michael  was  poi(oBed»  i«ot 

(l>  La  rit  tU  Soiieiii,  p^.  5. 
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t&onght  h!s  credit  was  fufficknt  to  make  a  king  without  confult- 
mg  whether  or  not  he  might  prove  agreeable  to  the  nation. 
The  crown  army,  of  which  he  was  general,  was  at  his  de- 
iMion  I  he  drew  the  charafier  of  a  prince,  concealed  his  n 
name,  and  thereby  only  left  room  to  conje<9ure  that  himfelf 
w»  the  peribn  he  had  delineated  (C).  The  expe^tion  of 
placing  foch  a  hero  upon  the  throne  encreafed' the  Piafto  fac* 
tion,  who,  joining  with  the  army,  became  powerful  enough 
to  bear  down  ali  oppofition,  though  Pacz^  the  rival  in  glory 
of  SMeskiy  might  be  considered  as  a  very  formidable  oppo* 
nent.  No  ele^ton  could  be  legitimate  without  the  confent 
of  the  Lklmaman$y  and  their  rdtftance  might  produce  a  ci* 
vil  war.  Pacz  and  his  party  fwore  to  remain  true  to  the 
queen-dowager  and  Charles^  while  the  fenate  declared  in  fa- 
vour of  the  duke  of  Newburgy  ahd  refolved  to  compel  the 
queen  to  marry  the  prince  his  fon,  as  foon  as  he  had  been 
elevited  to  the  fupreme  power,  without;  confulting  her  af- 
fe&ions.  They  were  incenfed  at  the  obilinacy  of  this  princefs 
afid  the  Lfflmanians ;  and,  by  carrying  their  animofities  fo 
high,  proved  of  the  utmoft  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  Sobiiski^ 
who  Arengthened  himfelf  by  the  divifions,  heats,  and  jea«> 
Imiites  of  the  other  parties  *. 

Hitherto  SMeski  had  concealed  his  defigns,  and  claimed 
the  crown  in  the  name  of  a  foreign  prince.  Now  he  ap- 
peared at  the  diet  with  a  fplendid  and  numerous  retinue, 
which  was  rivalled  by  that  of  the  grand-marechal  and  gene- 
ral oi  Lithuania.  The  parties  of  both  indeed  were  much  too 
numerous  to  aiSft  at  a  free  eledion  ;  but  Sebieski  was  popu- 
lar, and  his  extraordinary  fervices  pleaded  an  indulgence  ; 
on  the  other  hand,  common  juftice  required  that  the  fame 
Tiberty  fliould  be  allowed  the  Lithuanian,  The  two  chiefs 
had  long  been  rivals  in  fame,  now  they  ftrove  for  power  5 
not  \\i%t  Pa{%  afpired  at  the  crown,  but  he  wanted  only  to 
fliew  his  equality  by  difappointing  the  views  of  Sobieski.  It 
was  thought  they  muft  have  come  to  blows,  and  that  the 
conteft  would  be  decided  by  the  fword,  but  circumftances  fell 
out  otherways/  Sapieha,  grand-treafurer  of  Lithaanioy  a  no- 

«  CoNKORy  lib.  iv.  torn.  L    Font.  cap.  v. 

(C)  The  features  of  the  pk-  his  pride  would  not  fu^r  that 

tare  drawn  by  Sobiuki  flrongly  faif  name  ihould  be  mentioned 

refembled  thofe  of  the  famous  before  there  was  a  certainty  of 

prince  of  Co W/,  who  is  faid  to  fuccefs  (i). 
have  afpired  at  the  crown,  the' 

(j)  fSd.  la  Viiy  ffig.  359. 

0^2  blcman. 
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blcman  celebrated  fof  hiswifdom  and  moderatioiv,  tempered 
the  ardor  of  Pacz  5  and  the  friends  of  Sobieski  exehed  them- 
fclves  in  the  fame  friendly  office,  by  which  means  the  efiFu- 
fion  of  blood  was  prevented,  which  muft  neceflarily  have 
followed  the  violent  clamours  of  the  Lithuanians  againftthe 
Piajies^  and  their  perfonal  abufe  of  John  Scbieski,  At  laft 
the  day  arrived  when  the  foreign  ambafladors  were  to  appear 
in  the  aflembly,  to  fet  forth  their  claims,,  and  nominate  the 
perfons  they  efpoufed.  The  pope's  nuncio  was  firft  called, 
ih,  and  he  in  the  name  of  the  holy  fee  ftrongly  recommeniied, 
it  to  the  diet  to  chufe  a  prince  bred  in  the  Catholic  religion,, 
and  attached  to  the  true  faith  and  the  head  of  the  church. 
He  avoided  giving  the  preference  to  any  of  the  Catholic  can- 
didates. The  imperial  ambaflador  recommended  the  prince, 
of  Lorraine  \  and  the  French  minifter,  perceiving  ,that  a 
prince  of  his  own  nation  flood  no  chance  of  fucceeding,  dofed 
in  with  the  views  of  the  duke  of  Newburgj  and  nominated 
the  young  prince  of  that  family.  There  was  room  to  ap* 
prehend  at  lea/l  a  double,  if  not  a  triple  election,  had  not 

^  foine  of  the  more  prudent  members  of  the  republic  interpofeA 
their  influence,  and  bv  inftancing  the  fatal  confequences  of 
the  double  eledion  ot Batori  and  Sigifmund^  enforced  by  ex- 
ample the  neceflity  of  unanimity  ;  at  the  leaft,  a  fufpenfion 
of  their  reiblutions,  until .  the  heat  of  faction  was  fomewhat 
abated.  This  occafioned  a  prolongation  of  the  feflion  to  the 
nineteenth  day  of  May;  and  in  the  mean  time  Don  Renquel-^ 
las  arrived  from  Spain^  without  affuming  the  charaSer  of  am- 
baflador, to  fupport  the  prince  of  Lorraine.  The  duke  of 
Newburg's  party,  finding  their  own  intereft  on  the  decline, 
had  fome  thoughts  of  joining  the  prince  of  Lorraine^  the 
queen,  and  the  Lithuanians^  in  order  to  oppofe  the  eleyatioa 
of  Sobieiki ;  had  they  purfued  this  refolution  the  confequence 
migbt  have  been  dreadful.  A  double  return  would  have  en- 
fucd,  and  of  courfe  a  war  muft  have  enfued  between  the 
Poles  and  the  Lithuanians^  afiifted  by  the  army  kept  hovering 
on  the  Silefian  frontiers  by  t^e  duke  of  Lorraine,  However, 
the  good  fortune  of  the  republic  and  Sobieski  prevailed  after 
a  violent  ftruggle,  and  the  whole  is  attributed  to  the  elo- 
quence, influence,  and  good  fenfe  of  the  palatine  oi  Rtiffi^f 
who  rofe  up  in  the  afTembly  and'  addreflfed  the  deputies  in 
the  following  manner.  '*  Friends  and  countrymen,  you  arc 
"  all  fenflble  of  the  dangers  with  which  the  republic  is  threat* 
.*'  ned,  in  confcquence  of  your  difput^.  You  are  upon  the 
*'  eve  of  a  civil  war,  the  mofl  dreadful  of  all  calamities, 
•'  and  yet  what  are  the  ob]e6ls  of  your  diflTenfions.  Are  you 
**  to  butcher  and  maflTacre  each  other  on  account  of  two  fo- 
5  «  reign 
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^  reign  princes,  and  to  gratify  the  caprice  and  irregular  paf- 

^  fions  of  a  dowager  queen,  who  has  dJfgraced  her  dignity 

"  and  the  republic,  by  felling  the  crown  jewels  to  corrupt 

*'  the  people,  and  gain  the  votes  in  favour  of  the  -duke  of 

**  Lorraine  ;  a  prince  of  whom  fhe  is  paffionately  enamoured, 

"  withoutfrefledling  on  what  is  due  to  her  late  royal  hufbandj^, 

•*  to  decency,  and  the  commonwealth.     On  the  other  hand, 

**  we  fee  a  German  prince,  fupported  by  a  confiderable- party 

"  among  you,  though  his  country  alone  ought  to  be  a  fuffi- 

^  cient  reafen   for  fetting  afide  his  pretenfions.     Thus  we    , 

**  facrifice  our  happinefs,  and  endanger  our  lives  and  liber- 

"  tics  for  the  fake  of  princes  of  whpm  we  know  nothing 

•*  bQt  from  their  de_pendents  and  flatterers.     Be  it  our  care 

**  therefore  to  drop  all  fa(^ions,  to  heal  the  wounds  of  party, 

**  and  to  avoid  divifions  for  fo  frivolous  caufes,  which  may 

**  be  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  confequences  to  the  repub- 

*^  lie.     Let  both  competitors  be  rejccSted,  as  they  are  of  im- 

•'  portance  only  to  us  by  the  fa6lions  which  they  have  had 

**  the  addrefs  to  form,  and  henceforward  let  us  be  direded  * 

*^  by  the  true  intereft  of  Poland^  that  has  been  fo  (hamefully 

*'  negle£led  in  all  our  late  eledlions.     Let  this  be  the  guide 

**  to  our  AifFrages,  and  you  may  depend  that  Providence  will 

'^  reward    the  piety  of  the  intention,  by  direfting  us  to  a 

^*  monarch,  who  may  retrieve  the  antient  glory  of  the  re- 

•^  public,  and  efface  the  ignominious  ftains  contra6fed  in 

*^  the  late  reign,  all  in   confequence   of  our  late   difcord. 

*^  What  fort  of  charadier  does  reafon  di<ftate  we  fliould  elcr 

**  vate  to  the  throne  at  this  junfture  ?    It  is  that  of  a  hero, 

**  who  has  courage  to  retrieve  the  power,  and  conduct  to 

**  reftore  the  happinefs  of  Polandy  who  can  render  us  for- 

"  midable  in  war  and  bleffed  in  peace,  whofe  magna n'mity, 

•*  equity,  and  valour,  (hall  refled  honour  on  our  choice,  and 

"  render  himfelf  equally  efteemed  and  refpefted.     Muft  we 

*^  look  for  fuch  a  monarch  beyond  the  tra6h  of  our  repub- 

^  lie  ?    We  have  among  ourfeli^es  a  great  man;  who  deferves 

*'  to  be  a  ruler  of  the  people.     He  is  known  to  you  all ; 

"  you  have  repeatedly  admired  his  courage  and  prudence, 

**  and  you  lately  beheld  him  returningfrom  the  field  of  Mars 

**  covered  with  laurels,  after  having  retrieved  the  honour  of 

"  his  countrv,  and  eftabliftied  her  intereft.     The  conquered 

**  Turks^  Cojfacksy  and  Tartars^  confefs  his  merit,  and  ftrongly 

"  foUicit  your  favour.     The  fecurity  of  your  frontiers  againft 

*'  your  enemies,  the  tranquillity  enjoyed  in  the  heart  of  the 

"  kingdom,    and  the   redudioh    of  the   ftrong   fortrefs    of 

*'  Chocziuy    thefe   are    the  claims  which  fliould    determine 

"  your  voices,  and  not  the  recommendation  of  diftant  ftates, 

0,3  .  "  who 
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**  who  pay  no  regard  to  your  felicity.  From  thefe  circuni'- 
««  ftances  yoa  perceive  that  I  allude  to  John  Sobieski,  tq 
^  *'  whom  you  are  equally  bound  by  the  ties  of  gratitude  and 
*«  intcreft,  carl  you  refufe  him  the  governq^ent  of  ^  kingdom 
*<  which  he  has  refcued  out  of  the  jaws  of  deftrufiion  ? ' 

SOBIESKI  was  no  fooner  nominated  than  all  his  par^f 
immediately  gave  him  their  fuffrages.  All  the  palatinates  ot| 
the  Ruffian  frontier,  as  well  as  that  of  Cracow^  decUred  itt 
his  favour,  and  their  example  was  followed  bv  the  reft  of  Po- 
landy  and  great  part  o^  Lithuania^  influencea  by  the  prince 
Radzhil,  vice-chancellor  of  that  dutchy.  In  a  word,  the 
whole  diet,  except  the  ftaunch  adherents  oi  Pac%^  yielded  to 
the  ftream  of  popularity,  through  fear,  inclination,  or  a  de? 
iire  of  promoting  themfelves  in  tii^  favour  of  a  perfonage  who 
it  was  obvious  mu(l  foon  we^r  the  diadeni.  Still  however 
the  bulk  of  the  Uthuaniansy  the  queen-dowager,  and  Paa^ 
oppofed  the  eledion,  and  entered  protefis ;  but  finding  re- 
finance equally  vain  and  dangerous,  they  fubmitted  and  joine4 
in  proclaiming  yohu  SobieskL 

JOHN      SOBIESKI. 

John  So-  The  good  fortune  of  this  prince  was  in  a  great  ineafure 
bieski  afcribed.  to  the  French  ambaiTador,  but  without  realbn ;  he 
ekae^kim  owed  it  to  his  valour,  popularity,  addrefs,  and  real  merit, 
c/Poland.  ]^'^  Fourbinde  Janfon  biOiop  of  MarfeilleSy  affifted  indeed  in, 
his  promotion.  His  orders  were  at  any  rate  to  exclude  the 
prince  of  Lorraim^  at  that  time  no  favourite  with  the  court  of 
France ;  and,  in  obedience  to  his  infirudlions,  he  attached 
bimfelf  to  the  duke  of  Newburg*s  fa3ion,  until  he  found  it 
upon  the  decline,  when  he  very  wifely  deferted  a  prince  whom 
fortune  had  forfaken,  and  privately  paid  his  court  to  yehnSs- 
bieski^  for  which  tie  was  afterwards  rewarded  with  the  pur< 
pie':  but  it  is  certain,  thstt  SobieM  muft  have  fucceeded 
whatever  meafures  the  prelate  had  taken,  though  French  wri- 
ters have  wrefted  this  affair  into  a  compliment  to  their  Grand 
Monarque,  with  that  little  regard  to  truth  which  is  obvious 
in  almoft  all  their  writers  of  nnemoirs  an^  fecrei  hifiory  (A). 

yoHif 

*  Vie  de  Sobieski,  pag.  23.    Fon.  cap.  v.   Connor,  toflLiv* 
hb.  I., 

(A)  John  Sobieski  was  an?-  *wakt\  grand-general  and  chan« 

tive   of  the  province  of  Poltfi"  cellor  of  the  crown  of  Poland, 

PruJJia^    and  the  fon  of  James  His  father  had  gained  the  higi- 

Mieski^  caftellan  of  Cractywy  by  eft  reputation  both   in  the  fc* 

a  daughter  of  Stamjlaus  Zolku-  nate  and  the  field.  ^  In  1621  he 


JKJHN  no  fooner  afcended  tbe  throne  than  he  exhibited 
sn  inftance  of  hi$  generofity^  by  voluntarily  providing  a  main'* 
Cenance^  adequate  to  her  dignit^,  to  the  queen>dowager^  wh6 
had  (o  violently  oppofed  his  elevation.  His  foul  was  fuperioi* 
to  the  meannefs  of  retaining  the  memory  of  injuries  from  a 
woman,  who  was  fwayed  by  her  paffion  for  his  rival.  He 
affigned  her  a  revenue  greater  than  any  former  dowager  had 
enjoyed,  or  the  laws  requiM ;  with  liberty  to  reiide  in  any 
part  £be  thought  proper  of  the  PsJiJb  dominions,  Cracow  and 
a  ^ew  forti&ed  places  on  the  frontiers  of  Silijia  excepted. 
Having  obtained  the  confent  of  the  diet  to  thefe  grants,  he 
then  ordered  the  arrears  due  to  the  army  to  be  paid  out  of  his 
own  revenue,  the  treafurcs  of  the  republic  being  quite  ex- 
hajufled  :  ^s  of  public  ipirit,  which  greatly  augmented  hh 
reputation,  raifed  his  popularity,  and  tnfufed  confidence  and 
hope  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  After  a  variety  of  promo* 
tions,  civil  and  military,  all  of  which  gave  univerfal  fatisfac*  ^ 
tion,  he  intimated  his  inclination  to  profecute  ^he  war  with 
the  TurJtsj  and  took  upon  himfelf  the  expence  of  maintaining 
one  thoufand  infantry  as  long  as  the  war  continued  $  thereby  \ 
'  encouraging  the  fenators,  nobility,  and  great  officers,  to  emu'» 
late  bis  example,  and  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  the  republic. 
His  ardor  for  refuming  hoftilities  obliged  him  to  defer  his  co* 
ronation ;  and  for  the  prefent  he  contented  himfelf  with  the 
name  of  ibvereign,  and  his  former  office  of  great  general, 
which  he  defired  the  diet  would  confirm. 

Having,  determined  upori  hoftilities,  he  formed  a  kind  of  ^ar  'with 
treaty  with  the  czar  of  Mufcifoy^  which  fome  writers  call  an  '^^  Turks 
alliance,  though  it  was  properly  no  more  than  a  convention ;  ^»^Cof- 

WIS. employed  in  an  ambaily  to  >vhich  he  pafTed,  John  was  di« 

ConftantinifUi  where,  by  his  ad-  ftingui(hed  by  king  Ca/imiry  who 

drefs,  he  concluded  a  treaty  of  honoured  him  firlk  with  a  colo- , 

peace  extremely   advantageous  nel's  commiiHon,  and  foon  pro- 

to  the  republic.     To  John  his  moted  him  to  the  rank  of  cap- 

ibn  he    gave  the  moil  liberal  tain  of  his  guards.    From  this. 

education,  having  fent  him  to  ftation   he    advanced     himfelf 

receive'    further    improvement  thro'  tKe  ieveral  civil  and  mi- 

than  Poland   could    afford    at  litary  degrees,    until    he    was 

the   politefl  courts  of  Europe,  made    grand-marechal    in   the 

After  travelling  through  Eng"  room  oiLubominkiy  and  grand- 

Aiw/,  France^ '  Italy,   and  Ger*  general  in  the  ftead  of  Poloskt, 

w«»y,  and  ftodyiag  the  man-  which  ofiices  he  enjoyed  at  the 

ners,  interefts,   military  difd-  time  he  obtained  the  late  cele- 

pline,  laws,  policy,  views,  and  brated  vidlory  over  the  Turks  ( i  )• 
defigns  of  thefeveral  ftates  thro' 

(i)  JTu  de  Jean  SoiJuk.  p.  29,  &  ftqutkt^ 

0.4  where- 
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whereby  they  mutually  agreed  ta  defift  from  all  hoftilities 
againft  each  other,  while  both  parties  were  at  war  with  the 
Othoman  empire.  Whatever  hafte  he  made  to  levy  forcesi 
the  Turks  took  the  fieljd  before  his  army  could  be  af- 
fembled.  The  fenate  and  nobility  had  promifed  the  king  to 
fumifh  him  with  fixty  thoufand  men ;  however,  when  the 
troops  came  to  be  muftered,  they  did  not  exceed  fixteen  thou- 
fand effedlive  foldiers  ;  with  which  Sobteski  faw  himfelf  under 
'  the  neceffity  of  oppofing  a  Turkijh  army  ten  times  his  number, 
and  flufhed  with  the  redu£iion  of  divers  towns,  and  the  intire 
poffeflion  of  the  Ukraine.  The  pofpolite  was  fummoned  in  the 
month  o^June :  however,  as  this  body  of  militia  is  compofed 
wholly  of^ihe  gentry  of  Poland^  they  frequently  pay  little  re- 
gard to  the  orders  of  the  fovereign,  and  feldom  meet  at  the 
time  appointed  by  the  decree.  This  was  the  cafe  at  prefent : 
though  the  king  was  exceedingly  earneft  to  gi*c  a  check  to 
the  progrefs  of  the  Turks^  it  was  the  month  of  Novemier  be- 
fore he  could  aflemble  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men. 

By  this  time  the  grand  vizier  Cupruli  had  reduced  Choczin^ 
after  a  fiegeof  eight  days,  and  obliged  the  garrifon  of  Deskau 
to  furrend<fr  at  difcretion.  He  had  like\yiie  obliged  the  go- 
vernor of  Human^  after  vigoroufly  befieging  the  place  for  fif- 
teen days,  to  enter  upon  a  treaty  of  capitulation.  The  place 
had  been  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity  by  famine  and  pefti- 
Jence ;  and  not  finding  there  was  any  profpe£t  of  fuccour,  the 
governor  had  refolved  to  furrender  upon  honourable  condi- 
tions ;  but  before  they  were  figned  the  Turks  fprung  a  mine, 
\vhich,  blowing  up  abaftfon,  opened  fo  wide  a  breach,  that  an 
affault  was  ordered,  the  place  ftormed,  and  the  whole  garrifon 
put  to  the  fword.  After  thefe  exploits,  the  vizier  withdrew 
his  army,  entered  into  winter  quarters,  and  charged  the  cham 
of  Tartary  with  the  difficult  task  of  oppofing  Sobieskt\  who 
was  in  full  march  towards  theUkraine^  in  order  to  difpoffefs 
the  Infidels,  and  punifh  the  revolt  of  the  Coffacks.  John  no 
fooner  entered  the  province  than  a  great  number  of  places 
yielded  to  his  impetuofity.  The  capital  of  the  province  fur- 
rendered  in  a  few  days,  after  having  for  upwards  of  twenty 
years  enjoyed  a  ftate  of  independence.  Refcow^  and  moft  of 
the  places  inhabited  by  the  CoJJacks^  fhared  the  fame  fate ;  and 
of  all  the  Ukraine^  only  two  towns  of  any  confiderable  ftrength 
remained  to  afford  (belter  to  Dorozenskij  the  Cijack  general, 
who  had  a  little  before  been  planning  fchemes  of  fovereignty. 
Thefe  rapid  fuccefies  produced  fome  overtures  of  peace  from 
the  Turktjh  court ;  but  as  John  imagined  they  were  only  iA" 
tended  to  flop  his  operations,  he  refufed  to  liften  to  the  com- 
QiifTaries^  and  purfued  the  ^ourfe  of  vi<^ory  j  lo  which  the 
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defedion  of  the  Lithuanians^  amounting  to  twelve  thoufand  ffg  /^  ^^. 
men,  put  a  fudden  ftop.     They  complained  of  the  irigour  ^^ftrtedby    - 
the  feafon,  which  became  altogether  intolerable.     "John  en-  the  Li^u* 
deavoured  to  animate  them  by  his  own  example;  but  his  en-  anians. 
deavours  were  vAin:    they  withdrew   from   the  army,   and 
marched  home,  drawing  after  them  above  ten  thoufand  Pohsy 
who  pleaded  an  equal  right  with  the  Lithuanians  to  a  re- 
laxation from  their  fatigues.    Juft  as  this  event  fell  out,  he 
was  preparing  to  lay  fiege  to  Czebryn ;  the  conqueft  of  which 
would   have  enfured  the  poilef&on  of  all  the  Ukraine :  but 
now  he  was  forced  to  reft  fatisiied  with  putting  garrifons  in 
the  towns  that  had  fubmitted,  and  exerting  the  moft  vigor* 
ous  means  of  aflembling  a  fufficient  army  by  the  enfuing 
fpring  S 

The  Turks  had  perfeft  intelligence  of  all  that  had  been 
tranfadted  in  the  Poltfh  camp,  and  determined  to  profit  by  the 
opportunity  afforded  by  the  defeftion  of  the  Lithuanians^  and 
the  difcontents  in  Poland.     With  a  prodigious  army  they  toolc 
the  field  in  the  month  of  Aprily  and  laid  fiege  to  Zbarrasy 
long  before  the  pofpolite  could  be  reaflembled.     The  redu£tion 
of  this  place  would  open  a  way  to  the  very  heart  of  the  king-    A.  D. 
dom,  there  being  fcarce  any  thing  to  oppofe  their  march  to     *^75' 
the  gates  of  the  capital  of  Poland,     Sobieski  had  with  him  in- 
deed about  fix  thoufand  mfen,  which  ferved  hirti  rather  for  a 
retinue  than  an  army  to  repulfe  the  numerous  forces  of  the 
enemy;  and  with  this  handful  he  performed  every  thing  that 
could  be  expeded  from  the  union  of  valour  and  condu6t,  by 
harrafling  the  Turks,  cutting  ofF  their  convoys,  and  obllruct- 
ing  their  advances  by  a  thoufand  impediments.     Zharras,  be-TheTurkt 
fides  a  fmall  regular  garrifon,  was  like  wife  defended  by  five'^^^Zhar* 
thoufand  peafants;  who  might  have  foiled  all  the  attempts  of^"^*- 
the  Infidels,  had  their  patience  under  the  inconveniences  of  a 
fiege  been  equal  to  their  courage ;  but  they  'grew  tired  of 
being  cooped  up  within  fo  narrow  a  com  pais  as  the  walls  of 
a  town,  and  revolted  againft  their  governor,  M.  Defauteuls,  a 
French  gentleman  in  the  PoUJh  fervice.    He  ufed  all  his  endea- 
vours to  pacify  them  ;  promifed  they  (hould  be  rewarded  in 
the  moft  diftinguiflied  manner  by  the  king ;  and  finding  that 
lenetives  produced  noefFed,  he  had  recourfe  to  violent  means, 
and  delivered  over  fonie  of  the  mutineers  to  exemplary  pu- 
nifhment     This  ferved  only  to  render  them  quite  outrageous :      * 
they  ailembled  in  a  tumultuous  manner  round  the  governor's 
houfe,  forced  open  his  gates,    feized  upon  his  perfon,  and 
threw  him  over  the  walls :  an  a&ion  which  the  Turkijh  bafliaw 
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gcneroufly  refented,  though  it  proved  fenrkeable  to  hioi 
having  cut  off  the  he^ds  of  the  ringleaders  of  the  smtiiiy, 
And  condemned  the  reft  to  the  gallies,  as  foon  as  die  place  (»• 
rendered.  ^^  Your  trcacher^r*  faid  Ikrabmy  has  deprivedoio 
**  of  the  honour  of  conquering  a  hero  \  but  it  ha^  aflR)iM 
^'  Die  the  fatisfa<3ion  of  puniQiing  poltroons  *." 
fbey  are  ^^  ^^xt  made  an  attempt  on  Zhtskow  \  but  meeting  with 
^ie/eatei/ By  untxpe&ed  refiftance,  he  bent  his  courfe  towards  LafoH 
Sobieski.  whither  he  detached  ftrong  parties  to  mdih  Soiiisii^  wkowM 
entrenched  before  the  walls.  Thefe  parties  were  defeated  as 
often  as  they  appeared  ;  which  fo  incenfed  the  bafluwy  that 
be  refolved  to  difjodge  the  kingt  and  for  this  purpofe  advancoi 
with  hb  whole  army,  amounting  to  tbreefcore  tbouiand  cooh 
batants,  befides  the  Tartars^  who  exceeded  forty  cbouiani 
To  approach  SobUskts  camp,  the  Turks  wefe  obliged  to  afcend 
an  emineoce,  and  then  pafs  through  a  defile  lined  with  woodi 
which  opened  to  a  plain.  Here  the  king  had  pofted  RjMml 
with  a  fmall  corps,  while  an  eminence  on  the  left  wasfiscured 
by  a  battery  of  cannon,  that  took  the  enemy  in  iSank  as  they 
advanced.  The  wood  on  each  fide  the  defile  was  lined  witli 
mufketeers,  who  kept  up  a  perpetual  fire,  and  made  tenibls 
'  bavock,    However,  the  Turks  broke  through,  and  by  four  in 

the  afternoon  appeared  in  fuch  numbers,  that  the  whde  pisia 
was  covered,  and  Radzivil  under  the  neceffity  of  abandoning 
the  poft  he  had  occupied.  Upon  thb  the  king  planted  hif 
troops  and  cannon-  in  the  woods  and  eminences,  which  ikirtsi 
the  plain,  in  fo  advantageous  a  manner,  that,  with  no  mors 
than  fix  thoufand  men,  he  in  a  manner  furrounded  and  be- 
fieged  the  whole  Turkijh  army,  afiembled  in  a  confufed  man- 
ner, where  there  was  no  room  to  exterid  the  wings,  or  fonn 
lines.  In  this  fituation  the  PoUJh  artillery  poured  in  grape* 
fhot,  and,  feconded  by  the  fmall  arms,  dealt  dreadful  flaagh* 
ter;  at  the  fame  time  that  Sobieskiy  with  a  fm^  psutyi 
defcended  to  the  plain,  and  made  fo  furious  an  attack  as  put 
the  enemy  in  (till  greater  diforder,  and  obliged  them  to  retreat 
precipitately  through  the  fame  defile  by  which  they  advanced, 
being  dialled  all  the  way  by  the  batteries  and  mutketeers  that 
lined  the  woods  on  both  fides.  Nothing  could  be  more  com* 
plete  or  glorious  than  this  victory ;  but  the  interpofitioo  of 
night  prevented  the  king  from  purfuing  the  fugitives ;  and, 
indeed,  his  troops  were  too  much  fatigued  with  the  labour  of 
the  day  to  perform  farther  fervices.  Above  twelve  thou&od 
Turks  were  left  dead  on  the  field,  and  three  thoufand  taken  , 
prifoners;  but  the  enemy,  reinforced  by  the  Tartars^  wei« 
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Ajll  too  powerful  for  the  flender  forces  of  Pohmd,  and  in  a 
condition  to  zSi  ofFenfively  in  any  quarter  they  thought  proper. 
However^  as  their  ardor  was  fomewhat  cooled  by  this  repulfey  Kig^i^* 
they  made  overtures  of  peace ;  but  with  fuch  an  air  of  infolent  tions. 
fuperiortty^  as  obliged  MusJ^i  to  reied  them  with  difdain.. 
They  demanded,  that  all  Podolia  (hould  bece^  to  the  Grand 
Seignior  \  that  the  Porte  (hould  be  reimburfed  in  the  expences 
of  the  war  ^  and  that  the  Ukraine  fbould  intirely  be  given  tip 
to  Dorozenjiij  who  fltould  hold  it  as  a  fief  of  the  Turiijh 
diadem.  On  the  contrary,  SobUski  demanded  the  terms  which 
^  conqueror  had  a  right  to  exped,  though  he  was  fenfible  of 
bb  own  weaknefs.  He  infiftedt  that  the  Turks  (hould  eva- 
luate all  the  places  they  had  taken  in  this  and  the  preceding 
war,  and  relinqui(h  the  (bameful  tribute  to  which  the  late 
pufillanimous  Wiefnomski'h^d  confented.  Claims  fo  extreme* 
ly  contradidory  could  only  be  determined  by  the  fword,  to 
which  both  parties  had  immediate  recourfe  ^. 

SOfilESKi  laboured  with  the  utmoft  diligence  to  unite 
the  Polesy  and  aflemble  the  pofpolite ;  but  he  was  encountered 
by  a  thoufand  diflScuIties  and  mortifications.    A  ftrong  party 
oppofed  tlvB  Turkijb  war,  and  not  only  refufed  their  oWn  affift- 
^nce,  but  difluaded  others  from  giving  countenance  to  perni- 
cious meafures,   entered  upon  merely  to  gratify  the  king's 
paffion  for  martial  glory.     The  treafury  too  was  quite  drained, 
and  no  method  appeared  for  fubfifting  an  army,  had  it  been 
raifed,    Tet,  in  defpite  of  all  difficulties,  Sobieski  drew  toge-  War  re- 
ther  a  body  of  forces  fufH,cient  to  keep  the  field.     He  was  newed. 
fupported  by  the  faSion  that  had  raifed  him  to  the  throne  \     A.  D. 
and,  though  oppofed    by  the  chief  nobility,  he  was  ex-     1676* 
tremely  beloved  by  the  people  in  general     His  army  now 
^mounted  to  fifteen  thoufand  men,    with  which  force  he 
thot^ht  himfelf  iii  a  condition  to  withftand  all  the  efforts  of 
ihe  Turks  and  Tartars  \  and  he  foon  evinced  what  valour  and 
Condu6);  can  efFeS  againft  undifciplined  numbers.    Already 
the  Turks  had  been  repulfed  and  defeated  in  a  variety  of  at-> 
tempts.     Two  thoufand  janiflaries  had  been  detached  to  ftorm 
the  cafile  Breziani,  defended  only  by  feventy  PoUs ;  but  they 
were  driven  from  the  walls,  and  defeated  with  ereat  (laughter* 
The  fame  fate  awaited  ten  thoufand  Tartars^  detached  by  the 
Turktfif  general  to  harrals  the  king's  camp  in  the  neighbour* 
\iQoA  of  Leopold :  after  a  (harp  encounter  they  were  repulfed 
with  lofs  by  a  (inall  detachment  of  Poles  and  Lithuanians^  fent 
out  undor  the  command  of  HarkowniskL    Next  the  Turks 
laid  fiege  to  Podhais^  and  forced  the  place  to  capitulate  upon 
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honourable  terms.     Sohmki  was  on  his  march  to  the. relief  of 
y^Turks  the  garrifon,  when  he  received  advice  that  the  town  was  fur- 
are  foiled  rendered,  plundered,  and  burnt,  and  the  whole  garrifon  and 
in  e'vay     inhabitants  carried'  into  captivity,  in  direft  violation  of  the 
4ttterfrize.  treaty  which  the  bafliaw  had  figned  with  the  governor.    Jn- 
cenfed  at  this  pprfidy,  he  refolvcd'to  come  to  an  engage- 
ment, without  regard  to  the  great  difproportion  of  numbers. 
The  bafhaw  had  invefted  Buezalz^  and  thither  the  king  di- 
re£led  his  march ;  but  the  iirft  intimation  of  his  approach 
.   terrified  the  enemy,  obliged  them  to  relinquifli  the  enterprizc, 
and  retire  to  Trembowla  ;  to  which  place  they  laid  fiege.    So- 
bieski  was  preparing  to  purfue  them;  and  in  the  mean  time 
the  garrifon  made  fo  gooki  a  defence,  that  the  Turks^  finding 
they  could  not  execute  their  defigns  before  the  arrival  of  the 
PoUJh  army,  broke  up  camp,  and  retreated  to  Kaminiec^  of 
which  they  ftill  retained  poffeflion.     Having  here  received  a 
confiderable  reinforcement,  they  ventured  once  more  into  the 
field,  and  invefted  JVaignaff^  carrying  on  their  approaches  in 
a  very  irregular  unskilful  manner,  but  with  great  fpirit  and  di- 
-.  ligence.     Sobieski  marched  towards  that  place,  and  encamped 
on  the  banks  of  the  Niefier^  in  a  fituation  from  whence  be 
greatly  incommoded  the  befiegers,  and  fo  irritated  the  bafhaw, 
that  he  propofed  ftorming  the  PoUJh  entrenchments,     With 
this  view  he  drew  out  his  whole  army,  and  was  aftonifhed  to 
find  that  the  king  of  Poland^  with  an  army  fo  unequal,  had 
quitted  his  defences,  with  a  full  refolution  of  giying  battle  in 
the  open  plain.     Such  an  inftance  of  intrepidity  difconcerted 
the  Turkijh  general  j  but  it  was  impoffiblc  to  retreat,  without 
betraying  his  fears  to  the  whole  ^my,  which  might  be  al- 
.  ;  tended  with  fatal  confequences.     Accordingly  he  maintained 

his  ground,  and  was  foon  attacked  with  the  utmoft  fury  by 
the  Poles,'  The  confliift  was  obftinate  :  the  Tartars  had  been 
flain  in  heaps;  but  fhame  and  refentment  inftigated  them  to 
continue  the  adiion,  until  night,  interpofed  to  prevent  their 
total  defeat.  The  advantage,  however,  was  on  the  fide  of  the 
Poles^  which  encouraged  them  to  renew  the  battle  next  day, 
and  even  to  attack  the  bafhaw's  trenches.  For  four  fucceflivc 
days  the  Poles  and  Turks  continued  to  ftorm  each  6ther*s  en- 
trenchments, practifing  every  ft  rat  agem  of  war,  and  effort  of 
valour ;  when  at  laft  the  bafhaw  arid  cham  of  Tartary^  afto- 
iiifhed  at  the  great  diminution  of  their  army,  and  fenfiWc 
that  Sobieski  was  immovable,  made  overtures  of  feace  To 
equitable  and  moderate,  that  the  king  could  not  well  avoid 
confentinar  to  a  negotiation.  For  this  purpofe  an  armifticc 
was  figned,  and  Turkijh  commiifaries  arrived  in  the  kiog*s 
cawp.     Without  almoft  any  diificulty,  the  Turks  agreed  to 
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ttboUOi  the  tribute,  and  difannul  the  diflionourable  treaty  tii^de  Pg^ce.  con* 
by  the  late  king :  they.likewife  confented  that  the  republic  ^/if^^, 
ihould  remain  in  poilefllon  of  all  the  Ukraine  on  the  hither 
fidethe^^^r;  that  reftitution  (hould  be  made  of  all  their 
conquefts,  except  Kamimec  i  and  that  they  (hould  defend  Po* 
land  againftall  her  enemies.v  On  his  fide,  the  king  ceded  all 
tbe  territories  claimed  by  the  general  of  the  Cojfach  on  the 
oppofite  fide  the  Niejier ;  on  condition,  howevjer,  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  fliould  be  maintained,  and  liberty  of 
confcience,  with  refped  to  the  Turkijh  faith,  allowed  to  the 
inhabitants^.  Such  was  the  fubflance  of  a  treaty  of  peace, 
which  Sohieski  (igoed,  after  he  had  fupported  a  war  againft 
the  whole  ftrength  of  the  Othoman  empire,  almoft  with- 
out; the  aiBftance  of  the  republic.  Some  of  his  enemies, 
however,  exclaimed  againft  it ;  infifting,  that  more  advan- 
tageous terms  might  have  been  obtained,  after  To  extraordinary 
a  flow  of  victory ;  whereas  the  Grand  Seignior  could  hardly 
be  prevailed  on  to  ratify  conditions  which  he  thought  very  ex-' 
traprdinary,  confidering  the  great  fuperiority  of  his  army. 

SOBIESKI  having  by  his  valour  wiped  ofFtHe  difgraces  of  Sobieski 
Poland^  and  reftored  ppace  to  the  republic,  returned  to  his  own  crowned. 
dominions  to  have  the  folemnities  of  his  coronation  performed 
in  the  uftjal  manner,  which  had  hitherto  been  deferred  on  ac« 
count  of  the  w?ir,  that  had  continually  kept  him  in  the  field. 
£)r.  Connor^  however,  with  great  probability,  places  this  event 
,  in  the  montl^  of  February  preceding  the  lafl  campaign,  when 
the  laft  obfequies  of  the  late  monarchy  and  of  his  immediate 
predeceflbr  Cajimir^  whofe  remains  were  now  brought  from 
France^,  were  performed  with  the  utmoft  magnificence.  This 
relation  is  confirmed  by  the  vacancies  filled  up  on  this  occa- 
fion.  It  is  ufual  to  oblige  the  king  to  redrefs.  all  grievances, 
and  fill  up  vacant  ofEces  at  his  coronation ;  and  accordingly 
we  fee  prince  Lubomirjki  afling  in  the  capacity  of  grand  mar- 
tial this  year  ;  a  pofl  to  which  he  was  probably  appointed  at 
5e7^/V/^/'s  coronation,  as  he  is  no  where  mentioned  in  this  light 
before. 

,  About  the  fame  time  it  was  that  the  earl  oi  Rochejier  an- 
rived  at  court  to  compliment  the  king  on  his  acceiCon,  in  the 
name  of  his  Britannick  majefty,  and  to  reprefent  that  prince  as 
godfather  to  a  young  princefs,  afterwards  dutchefs  of  Bava^ 
ria.  His  lordfhip  arrived  at  Dantzick  while  the  king  was  in 
the  field,  but  having  met  the  queen,  he  prefented  the  princefs 
with  a  diamond-crofs  of  very  great  value,  and  then  proceeded 
to  the  camp.    It  was  at  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  that  he 
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had  his  firft  audience  in  farm,  a  ctrcumibiice  ivhich  ivenlfi* 
tion,  as  a  proof  that  SMisiki  rtiied  the  crown  of  P$kmi  (o 
fuch  dignity  as  engaged  the  reaped  of  the  weftern  ftates  of 
Europe^  and  made  the  republic  be  conidercd  as  of  iiuve 
weight  than  ufeal  in  the  political  fcale  ciChnftendom  *• 

Fon  fomc  years  Polard  enjoyed  profound  tranquQlky,  wti 
cultivated  the  pacific  arts  with  all  the  diligence  tb«t  could  be 
expected  from  a  nation,  where  pride  and  indolence  almdl  eit* 
tirely  exclude  commerce.    Sahkski  applied  his  attention  to 
the  re-eftabliibment  of  her  (kiances,  and  repletion  of  thetrei* 
Cury,  which  had  for  years  been  in  a  fiate  of  abfolute  povertf* 
As  if  he  had  been  (eiifible  that  hb  gehius  was  adapted  onlyto 
war^  he  was  making  continual  preparations,^  by  which  be  es- 
cited  fufpicion  that  he  intended  to  extend  his  prerogatives,  ami 
fhe  empe-  render  the  government  in  fome  meafure  miliury.    Ho«e»R) 
tor  endea-  a  treaty  of  alliance  offenfive  and  defenfive  contrafied  wtA  die 
*uoun  to     emperor,  by  which  the  parties  ftipulated  ta  Mk  each  other 
dra^  him  againft  the  Turks^  together  with  the  difturfainces  in  Hm^i 
into  a  .      diffipated  the  collefting  ftorm,  and  evinced  the  Pdl&s  of  the  nc- 
"^^  ^    ceffity  of  keeping  the  revenues  and  army  in  a  refpeftabk  pof- 
TT    ka       *"^*     ^^^  P"^^  *°^  arrogance  of  the  court  of  Vienm^  toge* 
°'    •      ther  with  the  ambition  of  fome  of  the  natives,  had  given  birth 
to  a  revolt  in  Hungary^  which  it  was  generally  imagined  would 
be  followed  by  a  war  with  the  Othmian  empire.    The  fllMi^ 
contents  had  made  their  firft  ap[rfication  to  the  Portt  \  but 
they  had  met  with  little  encouragement,  becaufe  the  gndd 
feignior  was  then  full  of  the  Venetian  war  and  the  conqueft  of 
Candia,     Soon  after  the  confpiracy  was  difcovered,  icveral  rf 
the  confpirators  were  feized,  beheaded,  their  eftates  confifcatdj 
and  Hungary  treated  as  an  hereditary,  or  rather  a  conquotd 
kingdom.     This  conduct  increafed  the  number  of  malecon- 
tents,  who  drew  over  the  Tranfihanians  and  the  famous  ft^ 
keli  to  their  party^    An  open  rupture  commenced ;  the  mal^ 
contents  claimed  the  proteflion  of  the  Porte  i  and  the  grand 
feignior  gave  thehi  countenance,   becaufe  be  iraagined  that 
now  the  opportunity  offered  of  humbling  the  houfe  diAup^i 
and  paving  the  way  to  univerfal  empire.     He  was  excited 
likewife  by  the  intrigues  Of  the  court  of  Verfmiles^  and  rf 
Lewis  XIV.  who  found  his  intereft  in  procuring  full  employ- 
ment for  the  emperor  and  tjne  princes  of  th^  Germanic  bod/* 
Tekeli  became  bead  of  the  malecontents,  who  now  called  tbcni* 
feives  the  Proteftant  Intereft,  and  irtfifted  on  toleration  erf 
confcience ;   and  the  emperor  feeing  the  ftorm  grow  more 
confiderable,  endeavoured  to  break  it,  .by  promifing  alltb« 
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im  required^     But  the  Hungaridns  feeing  the  Turis,  Tar-- 
'  tarSf  and  Tranfiivmiam  arming  in  their  caufe,  raifed  their  de- 
nuMls,  and  cmiged  the  court  of  FiemM  to  implore  the  aid  of 
all  the  Cbriftian  princes  to  refift  fudi  a  multitude  of  enemies. 
The  king  of  Poland  Was  addrefled  in  particular,  as  the  moft 
ftatiKal  Snd  powerful  ally  againft  the  Infidels,  to  whom  his 
name  war  already  terrible.    Sobissii  however  kept  for  fome 
time  aloof,  out  of  refentment  to  the  court  of  Vienna^  which 
had  (b  lately  refufed  him  any  countenance  when  he  was  prefled 
by  the  fame  enemies ;  and  it  is  probable  he  would  have  contii^ 
nimd  kmger  in  this  refolution,  notwithftanding  his  inclination 
to  martial  expl(Nts,  had  not  the  court  ofRome^  and  the  ambi- 
tion of  his  queen,  powerfully  feconded  the  applications  from 
Ae  emperor.     Leopold  had  flattered  her  majefiy  with  hopes^ 
Aat  if  (he  could  engage  her  hufband  in  a  war  with  the  Turkic 
and  to  fign  a  treaty  Vith  the  court  of  Vienna^  he  would  con- 
fenlt  to  a  marriage  between  the  arch*dutchefs  and  her  fon  the 
prince,  whereby  ihc  might  fecure  the  crown  of  Poland  in  her 
own  femily,  by  the  aiiiftance  of  the  empire.     The  fame  pro- 
iiiifes  were  m^  by  the  pontiff,  who  offered  to  aflifl  the  im- 
perial mtniflry  in  procuring  the  nomination  of  prince  James 
of  Poland^  at  a  general  diet,  to  fucceed  to  his  father.     Upon 
~  diefe  expe£lations  (be  folicited  Sdieskt\  and  found  him  more 
l«ady  to  oblige  her  than  could  well  be  imagined,  confidering 
bow  obftinately  he  had  refufed  all  the  invitations  of  the  court 
of  Vknna ;  but  it  is  poflible  that  he  might  have  been  deluded 
With  (he  fame  bait  which  had  catched  the  queen,  or  influenced 
bjF  the  pontiff^  for  whom  he  always  expreflfed  the  higheft  ve-  % 

neratioD.    Be  this  as  it  may,  certain  it  is,  that  he  now  ex-    A.  D.v. 
pMfed  his  readinefs  to  join  in  alliance  with  the  emperor,  to     1683. 
complete  which  he  only  wanted  the  concurrence  of  the  fenate 
ftnd  nobility.    To  obtain  this  was  a  matter  of  fome  difficulty. 
The  greateft  lords  in  the   diet  oppofed  a  rupture  with  the 
^^r/f,  though  they  had  lately  exclaimed  againft  the  condi- 
tion of  peace  which  Sohieski  bad  granted  j  however,  the  coujt 
•naiiaged  with  fuch  addrefs  and  dexterity,  and  reprcfented  {<o 
pwhettcally  the  danger  to   which  all  Europe  was  expofed, 
fcouM  the  emperor  fink  under  the  weight  of  hi^  enemies,  that  Treaty  be* 
tile  majority  ^cUred  for  a  war  with  the  Turks^  and  an  alliance  fween  the 
W'ith  the  court  of  Fi^na.     Religion  too  confiderably  fwayedf«r/frflr 
the  minds  of  the  Poles,  Who  confidered  the  Hung(frian  war  andthtre* 
parely  in  that  point  of  view,  and  the  malccontents  as  heretics/«^^''<  ^f 
who  had  revetted  not  only  from  the  holy  fee,  but  againft  their  ^^^^d. 
natural  fovereign.    The  baron  yowtski,  refident  from  the  em- 
peror at  the  court  of  Poland^  drew  out  preliminaries  of  a  trea- 
ty >  and  Sobiciki  fent  bis  brother-in-law,  the  grand  chancelior 

of 
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of  Poland^' to  Silejia^  under  pretence  of  attending  the  bathi  x& 
Hierberg  for  his  health,  from  whence  he  went  to  Bre/Iaw\o 
meet  the  imperial  minillers.  Here. was  laid  the  foundation ot 
an  alliance  ofFeniive  antl  defenfive  againft  the  infidels,  which 
was  afterwards  fini(hed  by  the  count  IValefteiny  who  was  fent 
for  that  purpofe  to  the  diet  at  fFarfaWy  with  the  neceflary 
powers.  The  conditions  of  this  treaty  wete^ .  that  the  em- 
peror ihould  maintain  forty  thoufand  men  in  the  fiield,  and 
twenty  thoufand  in  garrifon;  th^t  the  king  of  Po/^/fi  ihould 
affift  with  the  pofpolite  and  crown  army ;  that  he  (hould  take 
the  field  in  perfon  againft  the  Infidels,  and  in  cafe  of  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Imperialifts  and  Poks^  command  in  perfon  the 
combined  army ;  that  a  part  of  the  united  forces  Ihould  fall 
upon  Tekeli^  while  the  reft  endeavoured  to  regain  pofldBion  of 
all  the  Ukraine^  KaminieCy  and  whatever  other  places  the 
Turks  held  on  the  frontiers  of  Poland,  or  of  the  imperial  domi- 
nions. By  a  fecond  treaty,  Sobieski  engaged  to  march  to  the 
relief  of  Fienna^  fhould  that  capital  happen  to  be  befieged,  as 
the  great  preparations  of  the  enemy  gave  caufe  to  apprehend*. 
Sobiefki'j  Immediately  upon  figning  thefe  treaties,  Sohiesii 
prtpara-  opened  his  treafures,  and  exerted  himfelf  vigoroufly  to  main- 
tiqnsfor  tain  his  engagements.  His  great  oeconomy  during  the  late 
*"'^*  repofe,  and  the  frugality  fo  apparent  in  his-  houfliold,  had  af- 

forded room  for  fufpicion,  that  he  was  hoarding  up  money 
merely  from  a  principle  of  avarice.  Others  gave  his  conduS 
a  more  envidious  turn,  and  alledged  that  he  was  induftriousto 
fill  his  cofters  only  to  corrupt  the  diet,  and  fecure  the  fucceflion 
to  his  fon.  His  meafures  now,  however,  evinced  that  he  bad 
faved  only  for  the  glory  of  Poland^  and  retrenched  his  own 
expences,  that  he  might  be  profufe  when  the  occaitons  of  the 
'ftate  demanded  liberality.  He  fpared  no  expence  in  levying 
troops,  and  drawing  officers  of  merit  from'  foreign  fervicc. 
Several  thoufand  horfe  and  foot  were  raifed  and  maintained  at 
his  own  coft ;  in  particular,  he  raifed  a  regiment  of  Cojfacty 
who  began  to  tire  of  the  Turkijh  government,  and  kept  fpicJ 
in  Tranftlvania  and  Hungary,  whom  he  maintained  out  of  his 
private  purfe.  In  a  word,  by  dint  of  intrigue  and  corruption, 
he  gradually  drew  Ttkeli  from  the  Turkijh  intereft  ;  and  tho'  be 
could  not  prevail  upon  him  openly  to  defert  the  Infidels,  that 
prince  neverthelefs  kept  a  conflant  correfpondence  with  Sotiesii, 
and  betrayed  all  the  fecrets  of  the  .divan  '"•  It  was  by  this 
V  means  the  king  received  intelligence  of  the  ftrength  arid  dcfti- 
nation  of  the  7urkijb  army,  almoft  as  foon  as  the  yifier's  ftanr 

*  Barre  hifl.  de  Allemagne  1.  x.  p.  i86  ct  ftquent.      *  Fon- 
TAIN5S  c.  v. 
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ixA  was  ereded.  Thia  it  ufually  aflerted  b^  the  P^/^  wri- 
ters, but  notoonfirmed  by  the  beft  hifioriansof  the  empire,  or 
indeed  by  circumftances ;  for  at  this  very  trme  7>M'pubIiflied 
a  very  bitter  declaration,  and  feized  upon  the  fortrefles  of  Pap^ 
Totf  and  Vefprin^  committing  feveral  other  afiions  which  dif*' 
covered  that  he  was  equally  uncere  in  his  enmity  to  the  court 
of  Fietma^  and  friendfliip  to  the  grand  feignior^  and  indeed 
«the,cruel  manner  in  which  he  defolated  Moravia^  is  fufficient 
refutation  of  this  ;Aertion,  which  elevates  the  charader  of  So* 
Uesiiy  at  the  expenceof  the  integrity  of  a  prince  who  certainly 
poflefled  great  qualities,  however  he  may  have  beett  ftigma- 
tized  by  the  ^idvocates  of  religious  and  civil  tyranny. 

We  have  already  recited  the  operations  of  this  war,  and  the  Sobieiki 
fteps  by  which  the  Infidels  appVoachcd  Henna  ;  it  is  fufficientyVw  the 
we  now  obferve,  that  the  capital  was  clofely  invefted,  and  on  the  ImperiaU 
brink  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  infidels,  when  Sobiejki,  in  ipydefeati 
confequence  of  the  moft  preffing  letters  from  the  emperor,  took  ^^'Turks, 
the  field  with  twenty  thoufand  men,  and  began  his,  march  to  ^^^ 
join  the  Imperialifts,  commanded  by  prince  CharUs  of  Lor-  ^i^"^ 
rain^   his  competitor  fpr  the  crown  of  Poland^  encamped  at-y?'  ^ 
Alkbrun.     Here  the  two  princes  concerted  the  neceflary  me^-  '^^^°°** 
fures  for  relieving  the  city,  and  attacking  the  vifier's  intrench- 
ments,  notwithftanding  the  combined  forces  did .  not  exceed 
fifty  thoufand  men.  In  confequence  of  their  deliberations,  the 
united  army  croffed  the  Danube  on  the  loth  day  of  September^ 
and  by  narrow  defiles,  which  the  Turks  might  have  eafily  ren- 
dered impaflable,  gained  the  erairiency  of  Schallemberg  without 
oppofition,  although  the  vifier  had  in  his  camp  a  great  number 
of  light  troops  who  might  have  been  ufefully  employed  in  that 
fervice.    There  they  encamped  with  intention  to  refrefli  the 
troops  before  the  attack  on  the  Turkijh  intrenchments,  which 
was  appointed  on  the,  following  day.  Early  in  the  morning  the 
army  was  drawn  out,    and  the  right  wing  affigned  to   the 
Poles^    who  were  ordered  to  form  themfelves  in  a  crefcent 
round  the  eminence,  to  prevent  the  Tartars  from  brewing  in 
upon  the  flank,  while  the  king  took  poft  in  the  center  of  the 
whole  amiy.    On  the  left  was  the  duke  of  Lorrain^  and  on 
his  right  were  the  eledlors  of  Saxony  and  Bavaria, 

All  this  while  the  vizier  pufiied  the  fiege  with  the  utmoft 
diligence,  in  expeflation  that  the  city  muft  furrender  before 
theChriftian  army  could  take  poffeffion  of  all  the  neceflary  pofts  ; 
contenting  himfelf  with  detaching  ten  thoufand  Tartars  round 
the  heights  of  Schallembergy  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  ene- 
my. As  foon  as  he  perceived  they  were  ready  to  defcend  tp 
the  plain,  he  advanced  a  part  of  his  army  to  the  foot  of  the 
eminence,  and,  when  too  late,  feized  upon  all  the  rnarfties. 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XXXIV.  R  <«fila» 
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<UfiIe$,  and  pdfTes,  which  could  poffibly  obftru£tthe  Chriftiani 
ki  their  march ;  but  he  was  inftantly  driven  back  to  the  mala 
body  of  his  army)  and  at  laft  convinced  that  the  Chriftians, 
t^bough  inferior  in  number,  were  no  contemptible  crtcmy. 
Sohi^i  in  perfon,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  borfe  and  huf&r$; 
sittackxd  his  camp,  drove  all  before  him,  and  put  the  TurJtiJb 
army  in  th%  litmoft  confternation  on  the  left  wm^,  while 
prince  Charles f  with  the  Imperialifts,  brok^thc  Turk/Jh  right, 
and  entered  the  camp  nearly  at  the  fame  time.  Notice  was 
immediately  given  to  count  Siarembergy  the  brave  governor  of 
Vienna^  of  the  fituation  of  affairs,  and  be  was  ordered  to  ptUjr 
out  upon  the  rear  pf  the  enemy,  which  he  performed  with 
great  alacrity  and  terrible  execution.  The  vidioiy  was  com* 
plete»  and  it  was  entirely  afcribed  to  the  gallantry  of  Sobiejki^ 
and  the  impetuous  valour  of  the  Poles^  whom  nothing  coald 
r^fift  *.  The  great  Othoman  ftandard  was  taken,  all  the  vizter'^ 
immenfe  treafure  and  baggage,  the  ammunition,  provifion, 
and  train  of  artillery,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  eighty 
piece?  of  cannoiv  were  the  rewardaofthc  conquerors,  toge- 
,  thg:  with  the  glory  of  having  defeated  an  army  of  two  hundred 

thoufand  men,  with  the  lofs  of  no  more  than  fix  hundred  pri* 
.  vate  men  and  three  officers,   among  whom  was  the  young 
Potojkiy  who  was  deeply  regretted  by  the  king.  • 

Nor  was  Sohiejki^  piety  lefs  confpicuous  than  his  valour. 
His  iirft  regard  was  to  prelent  bimfelf  before  the  altar,  and  re- 
turn thanks  to  the  fupreme  Being,  who  had  chofen  him  as  the 
inftrumentof  fo  fig-nal  avi£loryover  the  enemies  of  Chriftjanity, 
and  the  people  admired  the  devotion  of  a  hero,  whpm  they 
could  not  but  regard  as  their  tutelary  angel,  while  the  kin|f 
attributed  his  whole  fuccefs  to  heaven.     On  the  emperor's  re* 
turn  from  Lint%  to  his  capital,  a  dilEculty  arofe  about  the  ce« 
remonials  to  be  obferved  at  the  interview  of  the  monarchs, 
as  the  king  iqiified  upon  an  equality,  and  the  emperor  was 
He h  treat- too  proud  to  grant  this  even  to  his  deliverer.     Unmmdful 
ed  haugh'  of  his  obligations,  he  gave  the  king  of  Poland  to  underftand, 
tily  hy  the  (hat  he  was  not  to  expeil  the  fame  honours  that  are  ulually 
emperor,     p^id  to  crowned  heads  at  other  courts,  and  Sobiefki  refii&d  to 
admit  of  the  leaft  diminution  of  the  refpeft  which  he  thought. 
due  to  the  fovercign  of  Poland  and  the  dignity  of  the  republic, 
Leopold^   it  is  true,  had  precedent  on  his  nde^  but  he  was 
now  unfeafonablc  in  pundtilio,  as  BobieskW  very  extraordinary 
fervices  demanded  a  particular  confideration.    At  length,  tp 
remove  all  diiHculties,  it  was  propofed  that  the  emperor  (hould 
'^o  to  the  Polijh  campt  through  the  troops  drawn  up  on  each 

^  Barre,  tomx.  fttb.  An. 

fide. 
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fA^  .3Xi4  tl^^t  the  two  princes  (houM  advance  wjlthin  two 
'  otaces  of  e^ch  other  \  a  mod  ridiculous  expedient  tp  gratify 
t)ie  pride  of  a  monarch  who  bad  the  day  before  been  ^  fugi- 
tive from  his  ca^tal,  and  owed  his  return  to  theperfon  he  wa$ 
;iQW  Creating  with  fo  haughty  a  carriage,  and  infulting  by  the 
rigorous  obtervance  of  an  iole  ceremonia).  When  thpy  jip- 
proached  within  a  certain  diftance,  the  king  of  Poland  gzv^  four 
fQhJffaiPrfe}  advanced  upon  a  gallop,  and  both  princes  appiie4 
^  ^eir  baods  at  the  fame  time  to  their  hats,  faluted  eaci)  other<^ 
IVQ^  ag^in  covered,  and  then  entered  upon  converfatjon. 
Acwfding  tp  the  German  hjftorian?,  the  emperor  began  the 
jJij(cQur£b  by  thanking  thie  king  of  Poland  for  hi$  extraordinary 
fervicesand  generofityi  in  quiting  his  own  dominions  to  fecure 

£e  empire ;  adding  a  .compliment  on  the  fignal  vidiory  hp 
id  obtained  by  bis  own  valour  and  conduct: :  to  whicl^  ^^- 
lfi0sjU  anfwered,  that  he  had  done  nothing  more  than  one 
Chriftian  prince  owed  to  another,  ^nd  that  for  the  yi£tory 
glory  was  due  only  to  the  Almighty,  who  was  pleafed  to  fi^ 
jupon  him  for  the  jnftrument  of  his  vengeance.  The  author 
of  the  Polijh  anecdote?,  who  is  followed  by  the  abbe  Fontaines^ 
alledges  th^t  SobUsii  rode  up  to  the  emperor,  and  told  him  in 
f^atiny  how  rejoiced  he  was  that  heaven  had  profpered  his  en- 
deavours aqd  his  friendfhip  for  hi§  imperial  majejfty ;  a  complir 
pent  which  Leopold  received  with  fullen  filencc  5  an4  this 
tile  writer  drains  into  a  proof  of  his  arrogance,  thppgh  in  our 
opinion  it  opiy  bears  teftimony  to  his  ignorance  of  the  JLatift 
(ongue,  in  which  language  it  is  very  pofTibJe  he  could  no^ 
,  residily  exprefs  himfelf.  He  adds,  however,  that  Leopold  re- 
.  collefting  himfelf,  fent  a  prefent  two  days  after  to  prince 
James  of»a  fword  richly  adorned  with  jewels,  and  three  thou- 
sand dpcats  to  each  of  the  PoUJh  generals,  writing  at  the  fame 
time  a  letter  of  apology  tp  the  young  prince  for  not  haying  ta- 
;  ken  notice  of  him  before,  which  he  afcribed  to  the  impreffion 
the  fight  of  the  king  ^i^  father,  to  whom  he  ow§d  the  prefer- 
datiqn  of  his  diadem,  made  on  bis  fpirits ;  a  pitiful  (hift  tq 
palliate  ingratitude,  (bowing  an  arrogance  of  mind  incapable  of 
acknowledging  favours  {A).     The  Pplijh  officers  highly  rc- 

(A)  Tte  fanjie  author  alfo  rcr  ^iH  probably  want  tp  fee  tny  ar- 

lates,    that  SohUjki  was  fo  of-  my ;  thefe  are  my  generals,  to 

.fen<Jedat  the  emperor's  infenfi-  whom  I  have  given  orders  ti^ 

Wlity,  when  he  preftnted  his  fon  gratify  your  curiofity.*' Upon 

andprincipaloiEcerstohini,that  which  he  retired  withput  cercj^ 

,  heWoke  oiFthe  interview  abrupt-  ipony  jo  his  tent,     P.  1 7  $. 
fy,  .feying,— ^-^f*  Prpthjjr,  you 
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fented  the  emperor's  condudi,  9nd  endeavoured  to  perfiiaAs 
the  king  to  break  off  all  connexions  with  a  prince  inienfible  to 
the  ftrongeft  obligations ;  but  a  fenfe  ef  honour,  a  defire  of 
reducing  the  Othoman  court  ftill  lower,  and  of  putting  it  out 
of  the  power  of  the  Turks^  for  fome  time  at  leaft,  to  difturb 
the  repofe  of  Europe^  determined  Sobieski  to  iinilh  the  cam- 
paign *. 

With  this  view  he  formed  a  projefl  af  diflodging  a  flrbng 
body  of  JaniiTaries  that  had  efcaped  over  the  bridge  at  BareoHj 
and  taken  pod  round  a  fort  of  that  name ;  and  that  the  Pola 
might  have  the  whole  honour  of  this  adion,  be  concealed  his 

Sobie(ki     defign  from  the  duke  of  Lorrain.     Marching  up  with  a  few 

defeated*  troops  of  horfe  and  huflars,  he  was  furrounded  by  the  enemy, 
planted  in  the  orchards  and  gardens  on  both  fides.  An  obftt<* 
nate  engagement  enfued,  Sohieski  was  overpowered  with  num- 
bers, and  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  takeh  prifoner*  The 
huflars  deferted  him,  and  he  was  under  the  neceflity  of  fighting 
his  way  back  through  fourteen  thoufand  Janiflaries,  fupported 
only  by  about  two  hundred  foldiers  and  officers^  who  had  de« 
termined  to  (hare  the  fortune  of  their  fovereign.  After  all, 
though  the  king  difiinguifiied  his  ftrength  and  valour,  the  ex- 
ploit was  upon  the  whole  unworthy  of  the  great  Sobieski^  as  it 
favoured  of  raftinefs  and  that  fpirit  of  chivalry,  which  hath 
often  led  princes  unneceflarily  into  the  midft  of  danger,  only 
to  flatter  their  vanity  ^.  This  great  monarch  was  fenfible  of 
his  error,  and  (Irove  to  repair  it ;  his  courage  was  not  damped, 
but  prudence  was  now  joined  to  valour.  The  facility  with 
which  he  had  always  defeated  the  Turks  had  given  him  a  con- 
temptible opinion  of  the  courage  and  military  genius  of  that 
people ;  'but  he  was  now  convinced  that  they  only  wanted  dif- 
cipl'ine,  to  become  a  very  warlike  and  formidable  nation* 
Their  own  eagernefs  to  purfue  the  advantage  they  had  lately 
gained  over  a  monarch  whom  they  believed  invincible,  af- 
forded him  the  opportunity  oi  fignal  revenge.  The  grand 
vizier  had  fent  orders  to  "Tekeli  to  join  the  corps  at  Barcani 
but  the  Janiflaries  were  fo  elated  with  their  late  vi6^ory,  that 
they  brought  on  frequent  fkirmi(hes  with  the  Polijh  advanced 
guards,  and  fufFered  themfclves  to  be  drawn  into  a  general 
engagement.  Two  days  after  his  defeat  the  king  drew  out 
his  army,  commanding  the  right  in  perfon,  afligning  the  cen- 
ter to  the  duke  o{  Lorraine,  and  placing  th^  crown  general  on 
the  left  wine,  in  which  order  he  began  his  mareh  by  dawn  to 
attack  the  Infidels,  who  ftill  maintained  their  poft  at  Barcan, 

Hebfjs  his  The  Turks  having  intimation  of  the. king's  .intention,  ranged 

revevge, 

*•  Font.  cap.  v.   Connor.  Iriv.  tom  i.     ^  Barre,  ibid. 

them- 
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ib^mTdves  in  order  of  battle,  extending  tbeir  right  wing  to- 
:  wards  the  mountains,  and  their  left  to  certain  marCbes,  which     . 
iecured  them  from  an  attack  in  flank.    Only  one  line  of  front 
was  c^pofed  to  the  Chriftians,  but  in  the  rear  they  had  placed 
two  columns  of  horfe,  as  a  corps  de  referve,  which  fhould  z8t 
as  circumftances  required.    The  right  wing  was  led  by  Kara 
JUahomety  baOiaw  of  Buda,  and  the  left  by  AH^  balhaw  of 
Caramania*    The  Chriftians  amounted  to  forty-nine  thoufand 
men,  and  never  did  troops  exhibit  a  finer  appearance,  or  exr 
prefs  more  ardour.    The  Pdes  in  particular  thirfted  to  re- 
venge the  late  difgrace  of  their  monarch,  and  Sobieski  found  it 
neceflary  to  check  their  impetuoAty,  to  prevent  their  falling  in 
diibrder.    The  engagement  began,  and  each  fide  fought  with 
vigour  proportioned  to  the  refiftance.     Sobieski  had  difpofed  TheVyxrki 
the.  artillery  in  the  intervals  of  the  left,  becaufc  it  was  ima-  ^e  o<ver^ 
^ined  the  Turks  would  make  their  chief  efforts  on  that  fide,  *^rowH. 
and  he  gradually  ftretched  the  right  wing  towards  the  Danube^ 
in  order  to  cut  off*  the  retreat  of  an  enemy  he  was  fure  of  con- 


quering, from  the  fuperiority  of  his  difpofition  and  numbers;. 
The  Turkijh  generals  oppofed  themfelves  with  the  utmoft  fury 
to  the  defigns  of  the  king  of  Poland^  and,  animated  with  def- 


pair,  made  aftonifliing  attempts  to  keep  open  the  communi- 
cation with  the  bridge;  but  all  their  endeavours  were  baffled 
by  the  Poles^  who  ftood  impenetrable,  and  were  not  to  be  re- 
moved from  the  ground  they  had  once  gained.  Perceiving 
that  the  Chriftians  were  not  to  be  forced  on  that  fide,  the  ba* 
Ihaw  of  Buda  made  an  effort  to  break  the  ranks  of  the  Impe* 
rialifls  in  the  center;  but  was  repulfed,  after  receiving  three 
dangerous  wounds.  The  bafhaw  of  Silt/iria  fought  with  in* 
credible  boldneis,  after  he  had  been  furrounded  by  the  Chrif- 
tian  cavalry  ;  but  was  at  length  forced  to  furrender  to  one  of 
the  Polijh  generals  5  and  the  fame  fate  awaited  the  bafliaw  of 
Caramania^  after  his  whole  body  was  covered  with  wounds 
and  blood. 

Stili.  however  the  Turks  were  not  difcouraged  by  the  lofs 
of  thefe  two  office/s ;  they  repeated  their  charges,  but  with 
the  fame  ill  fortune,  and  were  at  lad  totally  defeated,  after 
they  had  performed  prodigies  of  valour ;  all  were  put  to  the 
rout :  they  endeavoured  to  make  the  river  through  a  narrow 
defile,  where  they  were  fiaughtered  in  a  confufed  multitude. 
Great  numbers  threw  themfelves  into  \!tie  Danube^  and  were 
drowned,  others  pcrifhed  under  the  fwoid  of  the  conqueroii ; 
then  the  fort  of  Barcan  was  forced  by  the  PoUfl)  foot,  and  ihe 
whole  garrifon  fiaughtered  without  difiinc^ion.  It  was  in  vain 
the  Infidels  begged  quarter,  and  threw  dawn  their  arms ;  the 
furf  of  the  fbldiers  was  equally  deaf  to  the  entreaties  of  the 
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fispi$iic«tit  itA  (be  mefiaces  of  theit  own  offietn^  thdy  eod^ 
not  be  prevaited  upoh  to  (heath  the  (wosi  as  k»^  as  the  ftee 
of  a  7ttf/f  appeared  in  the  fitM*  The  defeat  wa^  tern- 
jp!ete>  twelve  thoufarid  of  the  enemy  were  left  dead  on  tife 
field,  and  of  the  whole  detachmem  fearce  a  thoufand  ekipA 
to  TekeWs  army,  which  noW  began  to  appear  on  the  furround* 
itig  tnountains.  It  was  Imagined  that  he  Would  hate  \tbss^ 
diately  attacked  the  tothbined  Chriftians^  before  they  had  rs^ 
tovered  from  the  fatigtie  of  the  preceding  aSion  \  but  WekA 
was  tod  prudent  to  attempt  wrening  vidory  from  a  fupefkt 
well-d/fciplined  army,  with  troops  newly  raifed,  and  that 
fcarce  ei^er  beheld  th^  face  of  a  regular  enemy  *.  He  accord- 
ingly retreated,  and  this  has  been  (trained  into  a  prefiimptiiA 
that  he  held  a  clandeftine  correfpoftdcnce  with  8MisM. 

TriE  next  ftep  was  to  aflemble  a  council  of  waf,  wherfc  it 

Wa^  debated,  whether  Buda^    Pefth^  or  GraH  (hoaid  be  be- 

fieged.     The  duke  of  Lb'rrdhe  Wai  for  invefting  the  forrti^fi 

ahd  his  tjpinion  was  efpoufed  by  Sobleski^  and  violently  op- 

pofed  by  all  the  Poltjh  officers,  who  defired  that  the  arffiy 

intght  be  quartered  in  the  dominions  of  the  tepublick  j  but  the 

king  cut  thehi  (hort  by  acquainting  them,  **  that  he  Ihould  jWt 

*'  tifit  Warfaix)  before  he  had  driven  the  Turks  Out  of  Hm- 

'  *«  ^jry.**  He  Informed  his  officers,  that  Gran  could  not  makfc 

atiy  coflddetable  defence,  and  that  there  w^s  nd  probability 

of  its  being  fuccoured,    as  he  had  certain  advice,   that  tfafe 

grand  viiier  Was  retired  with  the  broken  remains  of  his  armjr 

JGraii  /a-  to  Bdgrctde,    Accordingly  this  place  Was  intefted ^   and  thfe 

left.  Tterkijh  garrifori  forced  to  capitulate,  aftfei*  i  fiege  of  five  iiff^ 

bnly  ;  lipon  Which  the  F^lijh  army  wai  led  bitk  to  ^heir^mi 

t>ec;ii.   country,   and  the  king  arrived  ^l  Crdtmv  \n^^  beginning 

of  the  winter,    after  having  driven  the  Ttith  out  of  difc 

tx)Wels  of  the  imperial  dominions.    In  hisf  way  he  reduced 

il^utkiny  in  which  the  enemy  had  placed  a  flroi»g  garrifon,  e6 

barrafs  the  Poles  in  their  retreat.     A  detachment  under  priotc 

yames  and  the  palatine  of  Lublin^  irtvefted  this  toWki,  and  feon 

forced  the  garrifort  to  retire  to  the  citadel  which  was  ftdr^ed 

and  taken,  and  the  Turks  permitted  to  inarch  without  th! 

honours  of  war  to  Budii. 

^in^v)al       ScARtt  was  Sobieski  arrived  in  his  own  domJhiottS',  wheA 

tf  the       he  was  faluted  with  the  joyful  news  of  a  complete  viflory  ob* 

treaty        twined  over  forty  thoufand  Titrks  add  Tartars^  by  the  Ct^ 

nvith'the    gfenerftl  Of  the  hither  fide  the  Netfter^  who  dicn  cfolTed  tfe 

^eror.     ^i^^^   a^j  j^y  defolate  the  territories  of   his  ttJUttliyflia* 

"  Bar  RE  Hift.  torn  A.  fab.  ha. 
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ia  the  Turkijb  initereft  (A).  Not  long  after  the  republic  of 
finite  was  invited  to  accede  to  the  treaty  of  alliance  between 
the  cthperor  and  Sahieski  againft  tht  Turks;  and  the  king  took 
this  Occafion  to  ftipulate  fome  advantages  to  himfelf  in  the 
renewal  of  tht  treaty.  By  a  fecret  article  he  obtained  a 
ceifion  from  the  ettiperor  of  Wakchia  and  Moldavia^  to  him- 
fcif  And  iflue  tnale,  provided  the  Turks  could  be  driven  out  of 
thofe  provinces ;  and  it  was  further  agreed,  that  the  PoUJb 
forces  were  to  be  employed  on  this  fide,  while  the  Imperial- 
itts  afted  upon  the  Danube^  and  the  Fenetians  in  the  Morea, 
Sfihieski  had  befides'the  addrefs  to  draw  the  cz^t^of  Mtffcovf 
into  this  alliance,  by  which  mfeans  he  not  only  powerfully 
augmented  the  league,  but  fccured  the  republic  during  his 
ilbfence,  from  the  dread  of  a  formidable  reftlefs  neighbour. 
The  hofpodar  of  Moldavia  too  had  engaged  to  declare  againft 
the  Infidels  the  moment  he  found  himfelf  protected  by  th^ 
Polesy  little  knowing  that  his  country  was  become  the  pro* 
pertv^  of  the  Polijh  monarch.  The  fpacc  of  two  years  wa4 
Confumed  in  thefe  negotiations,  all  which  tim^  Sobieski  em- 
{>Ioved  in  levying  forces,  recruiting  his  treafures,  and  in  other 
toilitary  preparations ;  but  a  variety  of  circumftances  occur- 
red to  cool  the  friendfliip  between  him  and  the  court  of  Vi- 
intia,  Befides  the  ftifF  pundilios  and  infolent  behaviour  of 
the  empferor  at  the  interview  between  the  princes,  the  king^ 
of  Poland  had  other  caufes  of  complaint.  Leopold  no  fooner 
beheld  his  affairs  re-eftabliflied  by  the  progrefi  of  his  arms  in 
Hungary,  than  he  thought  he  could  fpare  Sobieski,  fight  hi? 
own  battks  without  multiplying  obligations,  which  he  had 
neither  inclination  nor  power  to  repay.  The  wretched  quar- 
ters provided  for  the  Lithuanians,  whom  the  king  left  in  the 
Imperial  dominions,  fully  evinced  the  emperor's  little  regard 
for  an  ally,  who  had  left  his  own  dominions  to  reftore  its  ufual  * 
fplendor  to  the  houfe  of  Aujtria  \  a  family  diftinguiflied  from 
its  earlieft  fife  for  pride  and  ingratitude.  Not  Was  Leopold 
faiisfied  with  mere  coldnefs  of  behaviour ;  he  endeavoured 
to  traverfe  Sobieski  in  points  highly  important  to  the  intereft 
-of  his  family,  and  now  not  only  refufed  the  execution  of  his 

(A)  It  has  been  obferved,  hither  fide  to  his  intereft,  white 
that  at  the  laft  peace  the  Ukraine,  their  countryrtien  on  the  oppo. 
and  cbufttry  of  the  Cojacks,  was  fite  fide  took  part  with  the  Tor- 
divided,  the  Neifier  forming  the  tars,  by  whom  and  the  cear  of 
bar^ic^.  Soiitski's  itMrt{3  had  M«/t(«;jf  they  were  protedted  (!>• 
drawn  back  the  Cojfacks  of  the 

R4 


«45  '^*^  Hijiory  of  Poland; 

promife  of  marrying  the  archdutchefs'  to  prince  J^zffvi^  bat 
took  meafures  jto  prevent  the  king's  fon  from  efpoufing  die 
princefs  of  Radzivilf  and  adually  married  that  lady,  whoie 
fortune  was  immenfe,  to  Charles  prince  of  Newlurg^  brother  . 
to  the  emprefs,  notwitbftanding  (be  had  been  engaged  to  the 
prince  of  P^fland^  and  had  by  a  formal  deed  forfeited  her 
eftate  to  that  young  prince,  in  cafe  ihe  failed  in  the  perfor* 
mance  of  her  engagements.  SohUski  however  fupprefled  his 
fenfe  of  thefe  injuries,  and  ftifled  his.refentment  in  order  to 
purfue  his  intereft.  A  league  had  been  formed,  by  which 
be  ftood  a  chance  for  fecuring  the  propert}'  of  two  valuable 
A.  D.  provinces  to  his  family.,  To  gain  this  important  objed,  he 
1686.  took  the  field  with  the  fineft  army  Poland  had  raifed  for  fe- 
veral  reigns,  though  the  nobility  refented  his  commanding 
in  perfon,  by  which  they  were  deprived  of  their  fhare  of  the 
glory,  and  an  honourable  employment  that  bad  long  been 
regarded  as  their  undoubted  right.  This  jealoufy  had  already 
fomented  fome  divifions ;  but  the  murmurs  of  the  nobility 
were  funk  in  the  ardor  which  the  nation  in  general  expreiled 
to  follow  a  monarch,  who  had  always  returned  home  laden 
SobieskiV  with  fpoils  and  covered  with  laurels.  The  army  pafled  the 
expedition  Pruth,  entered  Moldavia^  and  conquered  the  whole  country 
into  Mol-  by  the  terror  they  fpread,  without  having  once  beheld  the 
oavia^  fa^.g  Qf  ^jj  enemy,  though  the  perfidious  hofpodar  had  broke 
his  engagements  and  deferted  to  the  Infidels;  yet  it  was 
pot  poiiible  to  keep  pofieffion  of  a  country  where  all  the 
inhabitants  ntight  be  deemed  enemies.  Sobiiskt  tried  the  ef* 
feds  of  bribes  and  promifes  on  the  hofpodar^  and  principal  in-* 
habitants  i  but  he  foon  found  that  they  received  his  money 
only  to  employ  it  againft  himfelf.  This  determined  hioi  not 
wholly  to  lofe  the  fruits  of  his  expedition,  for  which  purpofe 
he  bent  his  march  toward^  the  coaft  of  the  Bladk  Sea^  with 
intention  of  laying  fiege  to  Bailagrad^  a  ftrong  town  oi  Beffa-* 
rahi(fy  on  the  fouth  bank  .of  the  Nether.  To  execute  this 
enterprize  he  traverfed  vaft  countries  reduced  to  a  defert  by 
fhe  eqemy,  and  at  Uft  found  the  prcje£l  attepded  with  fuch 
diiBculties,  that  he  relinquiflied  it  for  another  no  lefs  peri- 
lous and  fatiguing^  His  defign  was  to  gain  the  borders  <)f  the 
J)anube^  but  fo  maiiy  rocks,  mountains,  woods,  and  defiles 
intervened,  as  rendered  the  parch  altogether  impracticable. 
Baffiod  in  ail  his  fchemes,  and  reduced  to  great  extremity,  he 
at  laft  refolved  to  return  towards  the  Pruth^,  He  begun  his 
march,  and  faw  himfelf  furrounded  by  armies  of  tartan  and 

*  Anecdotes  dc  Pologne,  pag.  zq^.    /       «  Abbe  de  Font» 
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Moldavians^  who,  without  venturing  to  attack  him,  deiblafed 
.the  country  through  which  he  was  to  pafr,  broke  down  the 
roads,  placed  lurking  parties  in  the  woods,  blocked  up  all 
the  pafles,  fet  fire  to  the  corn-fields  ready  to  be  cut  down, 
almoft  fufibcated  the  Polijh  army  in  clouds  of  fmdke  and 
afhes,  and  raifed  every  other  obfltruSion  which  the  imagt* 
nation  of  barbarians  could  invent.  All  thefe  difficulties  die 
king  furmounted,  and  by  the  end  of  the  campaign  returned 
to  his  own  dominions,  having  thus  finifhed  the  lafl-^  enter-* 
prize  of  his  life  i  which,  though  fruitleis  with  refped  to  ad-^ 
vantage,  ferved  to  augment  his  glory,  and  was  celebrated 
over  all  Europe  as  one  of  the  mofl  memorable  retreats  re« 
corded  in  hifiory  *. 

This  was  not  fulRcient  to  quiet  the  mind  of  Sobiesku  Troubles  of 
His  days  of  youthful  gallantry  were  pdled,  when  danger  was  Sobie$ki. 
ibught   merely  for   the  exploit.    He   propofed   to  lay  the 
foundation  of  grandeur  in  his  own  family,  and  was  gready 
chagrined  at  his  difappointment,  while  the  world  rung  in  his 
praifes.    Nor  was  this  the  only  fburce  of  difcontent  and  un* 
eafinefs.     Fadions  and  cabals  were  formed  to  diflurb  his 
peace ;    and  in  his  own  family  fprung  up  two  enemies,  ex- 
tremely formidable  from  their  ability  and  employments,  which 
gave  them  great  authority  :    thefe  were  Wielopolski^  grand" 
chancellor  of  the  crown;    and  Radziewiski^   archbifhop  of 
Cnefnoy  and  primate  of  all  Poland,  The  firfl  was  brother-in-- 
law to  the  queen,  and  the  fecond  the  king's  own  relation, 
whom  he  had  raifed  to  his  prefent  dignity.     What  the  par- 
ticular defigns  of  the  chancellor  were  could  never  be  difco* 
yered,  as  he  was  feized  with  a  diftemper  that  carried  him  ofF 
in  the  midfl  of  his  projects  to  unhinge  the  conflitution  :    it 
is  certain  only  that  he  burnt  all  his  papers,   and  that  the 
names  of  fome  of  the  confpirators  tranfpired,  though  they 
are  not  recorded  in  hifiory.     With  refpcft  to  the  archbifhop, 
SobUsii*s  kindnefs  in  raiting  him  to  a  dignity,  fecon^  only 
to  fovereignty  itfelf,  and  his  ties  of  relation  to  the  monarch, 
made  a  fainter  impreflidn  on  his  mind  than  the  king's  refufal 
to  gratify  his  ambition  with  the  firft  cardinal's  hat  in  his  dif* 
pofal,  though  he  had  been  under  the  flrongefl  engagements 
to  the  bifhop  of  Marfeilles,  who  had  diligently  exerted  him- 
felf  in  promoting  his  elevation  to  the  throne.    The  primate 
indeed  had  afterwards  the  purple  beftowed  on  him  by  the 
pontiff;    but  as  he  knew  the  king  was  not  the  fource  of  this 
additional  honour,  he  conftantly  employed  the  influence  it 
gave  him  in  oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  bis  royal  benefac* 

•  PvrFiNp.  Hifl#  Germ;  tom.  iv.  lib.  iv, 
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tor.  Evtry  icbeme  formed  by  Sobieski  for  the  aggandise- 
mtnt  of  his  own  family  was  traverfed  by  the  ingratefol  ttad- 
tuewiski^  in  which  he  was  powerfully  a^ed  by  the  Saptd^ 
family,  as  if  fatality  direded  that  all  the  king's  favours  an^ 
obligations  conferred  on  individuals^  (hould  1^  rep^d  by  in- 
j.uries  and  the  utmofl:  bttternefs  of  malignity  ^ 

The  advantages  deduced  by  the  houfe  of  Sapiehd  from  tht 
king's  bounty  were  more  than  fufiicient  to  bind  them  (6 
perpetuid  gratitude,  had  not  ambition  and  pride  (lifled  every 
other  etivotion  of  the  heart.  This  family  Was  removed  froiA 
Utbuania^  where  they  lived  in  a  kind  of  fplelldid  bafblritvi 
to .  ba(k  in  Poland  in  all  the  radiance  of  a  cOuit,  and  toe 
warmed  fmiles  of  a  friendly  monarch.  Sobieski  indeed  flieWeJ 
tHem  particular  favour  from  views  of  policy,  ]n  Order  td 
.  counterbalance  the  influence  of  Pa^z^  his  conftant  rival  SLod 
{>erpetdal  opponent ;  but  fiill  the  Sapiehas  reaped  the  bene- 
fit^ though  they  thought  the  obligation  difchafged  by  th^ 
king's  beftowing  it  for  his  own  purpofes.  It  was  the  fi^reat 
obje^  of  Sobieski^  policy  to  place  his  fon  in  the  iucceffioii; 
With  this  view  chiefly  a  diet  was  aflembled  at  Grodno,  Prince 
James  91^  preii^it,  and  expedled  to  attend  his  father  under 
the  fame  canopy,  and  to  be  placed  on  his  right  hand ;  an 
honour  that  was  violently  oppofed  by  the  Sapiebds^  under  the 
maik  of  patriotifm.  They  oppofed  the  prince's  defires  as  un*' 
conftitutional,  and  thereby  bladed  all  his  hopes -of  being  no- 
minated to  the  fucceflion  by  the  diet»  as  the  Safiehas  entirety 
directed  the  aflembly.  The  king's  adherents  gave  out,  that 
this  ambitious  family  bad  formed  defi^ns  of  (citing  upon  the 
crown  for  themfelves,  or  at  leafi  of  difmemberihg  the  dutchy 
of  Lithuania  from  Poland,  For  foroe  years  indeed  they  liiighl 
be  regarded  as  the  fovereigns  of  the  autchy ;  but  np  direS 
proofs  ever  appeamd  of  their  intention  to  carry  ttiattefft 
farther  ^.  i 

jy-g  To  thefe  caufes  of  difquiet  the  king  had  others  fuper- 

in^tb^  added,  owing  to  the  contentions  of  ambition,  avarice,  and 
^fiats'  P"^®*  among  his  fubjcds.  Upon  fome  difference  betweai 
Sf^iAa  and  the  bifhop  of  Wilna^  the  former,  as  gefie^l  rf 
the  troops  o(  Lithuania,  had  quartered  a  body  of  forces  Witibin 
the  jurirdi<aion  of  the  prelate.  Of  this  the  bifhop  com- 
plained as  a  grofs  violation  of  the  immunities  of  the  Church, 
which  imm^iaicly  ^rew  to  his  party  the  whole  body  of  ec- 
defiaftics,  except  the  primate,  who  abfolved  Sapieha  after  he 
had  been  excommunicated  by  the  bifliop.    The  whole  king* 

»»  Parthen.  Hifi.  lib.  i.  «  Font.  cap.  v.     Cokroi, 
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iom  w»  iMAiti  by  this  dtfimte^  mi  all  the  fnHSioii^  fi  |o^ 
Vtemnent  fufpended ;  diets  wereoiliied,  and  diflblved  bdort 
thef  bid  cntcicd  upon  ihe  bttfineft  of  their  meethig.  So 
mdck  Was  ibe  iliiigdoin  addified  to  fadien  and  difpute^  chat 
vvtn  tH^  choice  of  a  tliarcchal  ratfed  fnch  violent  oonfenti«ft^i 
«9  dpitge^  the  deputies  to  return  without  receiving  a  hi«t  <rf 
the  bufincfi  for  vrhich  they  were  afiemMed.  Perfonal  cl^^  . 
moiirs  too  slnd  refle&ions  didurbed  the  reign  of  SoU^ski^  who 
had  once  been  the  darling  of  bis  peopte,  and  the  admiratioil 
of  nctgMiotirifig  powers^  It  was  aflerfedy  that  aH>  his  viewi 
oodcenitrated  in  arhaffing  wealth ;  and  cerainly  his  cbaraAer 
ia  this  particular  was  ftrangely  altered*  When  a  private 
faY^iky  fcd  wag  liberal  to  prodigaKty  y  now  when  a  prince^ 
and  loaded  with  years,  he  fell  into  the  contrary  extrenoe,  and 
'grow  as  penurbui  as  be  h^  ever  been  prodigal;  offended  -' 
t)erha|)s  at  the  coldnefs  and  ingratitude  of  a  nation,  whoft 
gloiy  had  long  been  his  only  aim,  and  coniaous  that  weahh . 
and  power  would  always  acquire  influence  and  dependence. 
With  no  other .  intention  than  to  fave  the  ex(^nce  of  main- 
taining a  regular  court,  he  removed  h«  refidenc^  frMi  one 
linwince  to  another,  under  pretence  of  vifitmg  the  crown^ 
lands<  This  wa9  the  invidious  turn  given  by  his  enemies  to 
a  eonduA  which  bis  heiilth  feettied  abfolutely  to  require^. 
Age^  lo|e€her  wiih  the  addition  of  bodily  infirmities,  cbn«- 

^tradted  by  the  fatigues  tii  tvar  and  the  chagrin  of  domeftri^ 
lippofitidn,  demanded  recreation^  air)  and  fuch  exei^ife  a^ 
bit  conftittttiofl  oouldbear;  and  this  indeed  would  feem  td 
be  riie  regimen  pr»fcribed  to  him  by  Dr.  Connor^  an  Engli/h 
)9byfictan  of  cdnfideraMe  ability,  i/i  whom  the  king  repofed  great 
confidence.  There^  however,  was  no  poffibility  of  drown- 
ing the  voke  of  faction,  which  univerfally  declared,  that  ^ 

'  tiarrow  fpirit  and  dangerous  views  srione  animated  all  Sohteski*^ 
aaeafures,  whioh  fome  afcribed  wholly  to  himfelf,  and  others, 
to  the  intfigum^  genius  of  his  queen.  This  princefs  had 
indeed  taken  coniideirable  (hare  in  puMic  bufincfs  during  the 
iaib.years  of  the -king  her  hufband's  reign,  and  had  gained  the 
fcltin^  afcendant  over  his  inclinations.  She  had  been  at  great 
tfxpencet  in  promotjpg  alliances,  and  conneAinfr  her  chiN 
dren  with  powerful  and  wealthy  families,  who  might  be  a 
fupport  to  them  when  Sobieski's  power  (hould  be  cxtindl  with 
faift  life*    Immenfe  fums  had  been  facrificed  to  the  alliances 

,  with  the  houfe  kA  NiDobnrg  and  the  elefloral  houfe  of  Bav^a- 
ria^  by  the  marriage  of  her  fon  and  daughter  with  a  prince 
Md  -princefs  of  thofe  families*  She  had,  befides,  experienced 
the  force  of  money  in  determining  the  fate  of  eleftions  ;  and 
it  was  but  highly  probable  and  equitable  that  fhe  endeavoured 

to 
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to  fecure  a  throne  to  her  children,  bjr  a  retretidiiiient  in  U- 

ttcles  of  luxu^  and  fuperfluity.     At  all  events  ihe  m^ 

think  that  a  handfoiqe  patrimony  would  be  ibmeconfiraoa 

for  the  lofi  of  a  ciown,  ihould  her  fon  be  diiappointed  in  ha 

views  of  procuring  him  the  crowri  of  his  fadier  \    AH  dide^ 

and  a  variety  of  other  circumftances,  might  be  the  motim 

for  a  pardmony,  which  was  treated  by  tlw  members  in  the 

oppofition  as  not  only  unbecoming,  but  criminal  in  a  no* 

narch  who  heM  his  crown  of  the  people ;  yet  this. malignity^ 

which  favoured  little  of  the  moderate  fpirit  of  true  patnotUb, 

infeded  almoft  all  degrees  of  men ;  and  SobteM  was  takes 

Death  andQS  by  a  fit  of  the  apoplexy  on  the  feventeenth  day  of  j^ 

\baraaer  )i^ie  lamented  by  diofe  fubjeds  who  had  beheld  him  vrith 

f.  g-      adoration. 

^A  D  '^^y^^  ended  withdifpute  and  fadion,  a  glorious  rngnof 
1606*  ^^^  ^  ^^  greateft  heroes  the  republic  had  ever  fecn  placed 
^  *  on  her  throne ;  of  a  prince  who  had,  by  dint  of  merit,  ryftd 
himfelf  through  all  the '  inferior  offices  to  the  digni^  of  t 
.crown,  to  which  he  gave  luftre  by  his  virtues ;  who  had  lig- 
nali^ed  himfelf  before  his  acceffion,  in  a  glorious  vidory  over 
the  enemies  of  Chrifiianity,  and  particularly  of  P^laaJi  who 
Jiad  aboliflied  a  tribute  Ihameful  to  the  republic ;  who  had 
recovered  the  greater  part  of  the  Ukraine  out  of  die  hands  of 
the  Tartars^  and  brought  back  to  their  duty  the  tutbuleot 
warlike  Cojfacks  \  who  delivered  the  houfe  tA  Aujhrkt  out  of 
the  jaws  of  deftrudion,  and  Chrillendom  from  that  tonent 
which  threatened  to  overwhelm  it,  by  the  memorable  bat- 
tle which  raifed  the  fiege  olVunna ;  who  deferred  his  own 
coronation,  that  he  might  promote  the  intereft  of  his  oouo- 
try,  and  merit  by  his  fervices  the  honour  defigned;  and  who 
was  parfimonious  in  his  private  ceconomy,  only  that  he  migbt 
be  profufe  ^hen  public  occafions  required  liberality.  Sidi 
was  the  conftant  tenour  of  Sobiisii*s  govenunent  during  a 
reign  of  twenty-two  years,  in  which  he  encountered  fuch 
manifold  difSculties  from  the  oppofition  of  fadion,  as  wcro 
fufficient  to  have  given  him  a  diftafte  of  royalty  and  of  his 
country.  In  fa<^,  he  was  to  Poland  what  yefpafum  was  ID 
Italy ;  both  rofe  by  the  fame  gradations  and  the  fame  vir* 
'  tues,  from  thexommand  of  armies  to  the  fovereignty  of  their 
feveral  countries ;  and  both  were  reproached  with  the  bxss, 
faiiiogs,  probably  with  the  fame  injuftice.  To  conclude  the  cha- 
jadter,  SobiesJti  was  deeply  tindured  with  fcience,  confidering 
the  low  eftate  of  learning  in  Poland;  and  his  eloquence  was 
no  lefs  admired  in  the  ienate  than  his  valour  in  the  £eld. 

*  PAaTUEN,  ibii 
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7he  art  of  war  was  his  principal  ftiidy ;  but  hi  waa  not  un-> 
acquaimed  with  thofe  accomplifliments  which  form  the  gen«> 
tlemaa  and  adorn  the  fovereign.  Beiides  his^  vern^ular 
tongue,  he  underftood  theZo/iVy,  Fraub^  Italian^,  Germaiu 
imd  TwrJU/b  languages,  and  could  even  hold  difeourfe  in  moft 
of  thefe.  He  delisted  in  natural  knowledge,  and  ftrongly 
patronized  this  uf<?ul  branch  of  pbilofophy,  frequentl]r  reprir 
manding  the  deigy  for  not  introducing  modern  ^ftems  founded 
upon  experiment,  Into  the  fchools  smd  umverhtie^^.  In  one 
word,  he  was  the  mod  learned,  politic,  valiant,  and  uni* 
verfally  accomplifhed  monarch  that  ever  wielded  the  Piflijk 
fceptre^ 

*  Connor,  ibid.    ^  Au€t,  citat.  ibid. 


SECT.      VII. 

Containing  the  TranfaUitms  of  the  Inter-regnum^  and 
the  violent  Contentions  which  divided  Poland,  until 
the  AcceJJion  of  Frederick- Auguftus,  ^Ele5lor  of 
Saxony. 

X1I7E  have  repeatedly  feen  that,  by  the  conftitution  of  the 
^^  Pdli/b  government,  the  regency  of  the  kingdom,  during 
an  iiiter-regnum,  is  veiled  in  the  primate-archbifliop  of  Gnef 
na^  who  was  now  in  the  country,  when  advice  was  fent  to 
him  of  the  death  of  king  Sobieskii  upon  which  he  immediate- 
ly prepared  to  make  his  public  entry  into  Warfaw^  efieded  it. 
widi  great  magnificence,  and  was  met  by  the  fenate  and  great 
officers  of  the  crown.  His  firft  care  was  to  view  the  royal 
corpfe,  laying  it  out  in  ftate,  and  then  ifTuing  writs  for  af- 
fembling  the  provincial  diets.  The  diet  of  ele&ion  was  fixed 
for  the  twenty-ninth  of  Auguft ;  couriers  were  difpatched  to 
all  the  courts  of  Europe^  to  notify  the  king's  deceive  $  orders 
were  ifiued  for  reinforcing  the  frontier  garrifons ;  affigning 
their  pay  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  crown ;  providing  for  the 
fecority  of  the  fmall  remains  of  the  late  conquefts  in  Molda-^ 
via  \  and  taking  every  other  meafure  that  prudence  didated, 
for  the  prefervation  of  domeftic  tranquillity,  and  external  fe- 
curity. 

■    No  fopner  were  the  dietines  aflembled  than  difcord  and  7*^^  i^ 
eonfufion  interrupted  all  bufinefi,  and  involved  the  v/\io\q  diets  of-  ^ 
country  in  fcenes  of  riot  and^  tumult.     The  only  artiele  oi/embUd,  ' 
confequence  agreed  upon  was,  that  the  eledion  (hould  be 
made  by  the  poffeliHy  or  aflembly  of  the  nobility  of  the  king- 
3  dofn. 


ddm^    ktMarwAwrg  the  el^doftouhet^bloirs,  and  UcMh 
'        ^n9  ^d  widiout  appeafmg  the  be«c  of  contenciofie  in  dte 
iffie,  however,  it  was  detarmineil  thaft  coi]i|Aiment0  nH  tan* 
doiance  ihould  be  made  t^  4he  queen  end  ^  f  rmcei  ^^smt^ 
Con/imrtim^  and  Akxandgr ;  dut  proper  f^ard  fiio|dd  be  faaa 
|o  tM  comreations  made  wkh  SoUisiiy^md  the  pretenfioois  of 
bisfiiniUy;  that  tbaqks  fhould  be  cetum€d  to  itia  priottte- 
arohUAop,  aad  gteat  generals,  for  thdr  fodulonB  j^ttmAm 
to  the  affairs  of  the  republic,  and  the  prudent  meafiicea  takes 
to  preferve  the  public  tranquiUity  s  that  the  denumda  gf  the 
A^te  in  genaral,  as  «rell  as  of  iiidtviduals,. fliouid  he  iConfidcredj 
dra^n  out  into  the  form  of  a  remonftrance,  and  prefente^  10 
the  prince  ele6l  before  his  corofiatibn  j  and  that  foreign  mi- 
nifters  (hould,  according  to  antient  ufage,  be  obliged  to  with- 
draw from  the  diet  of  eledion.     Stri<d  injun£tions  were  likp" 
\vife  laid  upon  the  deputies  to  exert  li)eir  utmoft  endeavours, 
that  the  buAnefis  of  the  general  diet  might  be  concluded  ii| 
fifteen  days,  to  fave  expencc  to  the  ftate»  aud^iif  off  jiU  ^f^fp 
of  difpute  and  diCcord,  ^s  well  as  of  bribery  and  corruptjoii. 
Thefe  inftru<9ioa8  were  |iven  to  very  litttl^  purpofe*  as  if  was 
the  bufinefs  of  the  reprefentatives  to  convert  the  opportunity 
to  the  beft  advantage,  and  increafe  their  fortunes  by  the  Hbe- 
raiicy  of  the  candidates.    At  the  fame  time  the  nobility  en- 
tered imo  engagements  of  union  for  the  fflturit?f  of  tb^  Ca- 
tholic religion,  the  repoie  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  freedom 
of  eledtiori ;  engagements  chat  were  found  vain  and  fruitlefiy 
after  the  poilions  had  been  warmed  with  debate,  and  avaj^icac 
and  ambition  were  excited  by  opportunity  ^. 
Meetipgof    On  the  twefity<.ninth  of  jfugtifi  the  pf(diminai7  dift  w?l 
fbe gtnfral o^&ci^d  with  the  accuftomed ceremonies;  after  which  the  a& 
4i^t*         fembly  prooeeded  to  the  nominatioii  of  a  ipafechal,  or  fpestkeff 
which  gave  rife  to  warm  debates*    The  contefition  lay  h^ 
twecn  Great  and  LiuU  P»land,  each  of  thefe  pravincei  infiftr 
ing  it  was  her  turn  to  give  a  fpeajcer  to  the  diot.    At  kf^li, 
the  deputies  of  GrfotroUmd  acquiefged,  by  way  of  reftrving 
.   their  right  to  the  future  diet,  that  their  ftreogth  might  not  be 
exhaufted  upon  an  ob)e£^  merely  titular.     It  was  forefisen  thai 
the  altercation  with  which  this  diet  commenced  would  pre<* 
vent  its  being  decifive,  and  that  another  muft  nccefliurily  bf 
fummoned  to  complete  the  eteSion.     The  Lkbuaniam  too 
were  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  feemed  to  join  ifllte  with  the 
deputies  of  Gr^at  Poland.    This  inflamed  lioth  parties  to>  fucb 
a  degree  of  animofit^,  that  the  oommonwe^lih  was  in  daogef 
of  being  torn  in  pieces  by  a  civil  war,  whoa  the  bishop  of 
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P^fiumia  fell  upon  the  exiraofdifiary  method  of  calming;  the 
fpif  it  of  fadion,  by  coming  in  his  epifcopal  robes  t9  thefaopa^ 
and  haranguing  the  afleoably.  Some  were  awed  by  bis  veae- 
vable  appearance,  and  others  by  his  eloquence ;  but  the  ma- 
jority thought  it  favoured  of  extravagance,  continued  to  fo- 
^  meat  th^  taoink,  and  at  length  occafioned  the  diflbJution  of 
the  diet.  On  the  thirtieth  and  thirty-firft,  two  other  diets  Dt/putei 
were  held  with  itmilar  confequences :  rage  took  place  of  can-  ^^out  a 
dour  and  patriotifm,  and  the  deputies  parted  juft  a3  they  had  *»^recifaf. 
met.  Upon  which  it  was  propofed,  that  the  diet  fh^uld  pro- 
ceed to  bufineft  without  a  marechal;  but  this  projeSt  was 
fi;;9ugfat  with  iuph  a  variety  of  glaring  inconveniences,  that  it 
was  immediately  rejeded.  Several  other  propofals  (hared  the 
faipe  fate ;  when  at  lei^tfa  the  Lithuanian  deputies  removed 
afl  diiSculties,  by  confenting  that  Little  Poland  fliould  have 
the  nomination  of  a  marechal ;  in  confequence  of  which,  Ko- 
mieniski^  nephew  to  the  palatine  of  Kiow^  lieutenant-colonel 
of  artillery,  and  ftarofta  of  Podolia^  received  the  ftaiF  of  office, 
and  was  formally  infialled  :  an  honour  for  which  he  thanked 
(te  diet  in  an  eloquent  oration,  promiAng  to  condud  htmfelf 
in  fiich  a  manner,  that  they  fhould  have  no  caufe  to  be  dif- 
fitti^fted  at  his"  eledion.  Indeed,  the  new  marechal  firongly 
recommended  himfelf  to  the  nobility,  by  the  ardor  of  his  zeal 
in  fupporting  the  honour  and  intereft  of  that  principal  body 
of  the  oatio;i. 

Every  new  propofition  gave  birth-  to  frefli  altercation : 
the  queftion  was  put,  whether  the  body  of  deputies  fhould  de^ 
liberate  jointly  with  the  fenate,  or  feparately?  This,  after 
violent  contention,  was  determined  in  the  affirmative.  It 
was  next  propofed,  that  a  fcrutiny  (hoiild  be  made  into  the 
legality  of  eledions  of  the  deputies;  <but  as  it  was  apprcr 
headed  that  fuch  an  inquiry  would  protraA  the  diet  to  great 
length,  the  motion  was  over-ruled  $  and  it  was  refcJved,  that 
the  deputies  fhould  join  the  fenate,  and  proceed  to  budnefs; 
but  that  all  doubtful  eletSiions  (hould  be  deprived  of  a6live 
iK)ices,  until  they  had  fatisfa£lorily  anfwered  all  the  objedions 
which  might  arife  touching  that  point.  A  fpeech,  pathetical- 
ly defcribing  the  fituation  of  the  republic,  and  warmly  ap- 
plauding the  condud  of  the  nobility,  was  pronounced'  by  the 
marechal,  and  anfwered  by  the  primate,  who  propofed,  that  a 
general  confederacy  of  all  the  members  of  the  diet  fhould  fate 
Jormed^forfecuring  its  repofe,  liberty,  and  fecurity;  for  providing 
the  means  of  extinguifhing  the  animofities  which  difira<9ed  the 
republic,  during  the  reign  of  Sobieski'^  for  drawing  up  the  laws 
and  conditions  to  which  the  prince  fliould  be  required  to  fub- 
fcribei  for  confiilting  a  method  of  putting  the  army  on  a  bet- 
ter 
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tcr  footing,  clearing  tM  arrears,  and  fupprcffing  the  iediiiooi 
humour  which  be^an  to  infe£i:  the  whole  military  body ;  for 
regulating  the  current  coin,  and  thereby  preventing  the  mani* 
ibid  diforders  confequent  on  the  diverfity  of  fpecie  ;  and  laftly, 
he  moved,  that  the  diet  of  ele£tion  (bould  be  poftponed  to 
\  the  fpring  of  the  fucceeding  year :  thus  artfully  fecuring  to 
himfelf  the  continuance  of  fupreme  authority,  under  pre- 
tence of  affording  leifure  to  the  people  for  a  judicious  fdec- 
tion  among  the  candidates.  It  foon  appeared,  that  the  prelate 
intended  bringing  the  diadem  to  market,  and  felling  it  at  the 
higheft  price  to  the  moft  liberal  bidder  among  the  competi- 
tors ;  but  he  had  the  addrefs  for  fome  time  to  difguife  his  fen- 
^  timents»  and  pafs  them  for  truly  patriotic  and  public  fpirited. 
^*  Remember,  fays  he,  that  the  crown  is  given,  and  not  (old : 
^<  the  late  eledions  have  been  difgraced  by  corruption  ;  the 
^*  profufion  of  the  candidates  excited  the  avarice  of  the 
«  electors,  and  l)rougbt  reproach  on  the  nation.  .  It  is  our 
**  bufinefs  to  avoid  the  confequent  inconveniences ;  and  fince 
^^  we  are  now  to  give  a  fovereign  to  the  republic,  who  may 
*^  reftore  its  priftine  fplendour,  let  merit,  and  not  money^  de- 
*'  termine  our  choice  *=." 

Previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  diet,  prince  James^  out 
of  regard  to  the  confiitution,  retired  to  a  caftle  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Dantzick^  there  to  wait  the  fuccefs  of  a  party  which 
was  forming  to  raife  him  to  the  throne  of  his  father.  He 
knew  that  be  was  excluded  by  the  inferior  diets ;  but  both  he 
fhe  queen-  and  the  queen-mother  believed,  that  the  general  diets  would 
nunher's  pay  more  refped  to  the  children  of  their  late  glorious  mo- 
cttndua.  narch.  Imagining  likewife  that  her  prefence  would  greatly 
affift  the  de(igns  of  the  royal  party,  her  knajefty  repaired  to 
JaveroWj  with  intention  of  proceeding  to  the  capital.  She 
was  given  to  underftand,  that  this  meafure  would  give  of- 
fence to  the  nobility ;  and  that  fuch  a  contempt  for  the  efia- 
blilhed  laws  of  the  conftitution  would  prove  highly  detrimen- 
tal tp  the  intereft  (be  was  defirous  of  promoting.  The  pri* 
mate,  who  was  fuppofed  to  be  attached  to  the  royal  intereft, 
joined  in  the  remonftrance ;  and  the  palatine  of  CaUJh  was 
difpatched  to  wait  on  her  majerty,  with  the  fentimeilts  of  the 
principal  perfonages  in  the  republic ;  but  nothing  could  alter 
her  refolution  :  (he  heard  his  reprefentations,  and  purfued  her 
j<)urncy,  arriving  at  CracGW  about  the  time  appointed  for  the 
meeting  of  the  diet,  and  taking  up  her  refidencc  in  her  ufual 
apartments.     The  nobility  took  Ere,  and  were  preparing  to 
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fefent  thk  breach  of  die  \wf^  when  the  motions  of  die  Tat'^ 
ftirs,  and  the  feditiona  iti  the  arday,  divened  their  intentionr 

Advicb  had  juft  aftrived  dnit  th^  Tattars  had  made  an  ir-  Irruptifii 
niplfon  kito  P^miof  \$hetne  ch^  had  carried  off  a  great  e/^^^ 
iwntober  e#  p^feners  6t  every  feaci  age,  and  condition;  prove  T^jtara, 
sMt^ay*  the  cwftk,  and  hwSrely  deftroyed  the  com-fieUs,  juft  a^^^^^^w 
they  were  ripe:  for  Hhe  fickle,  mi  ready  to  reward  the  toil  of  v  ^^' 
the  hu(bandmanr  The  army  wa^  <lrdered  to  advanisre  to  ftop^^^' 
dieie  rav^^si,  and  puaiflr  tke  enemy;  bet  inteftine  divifion 
had  deftroyed  aU>  difeipline,.  amd^  inftead  of  obeying  the  go- 
vernmenf,  the  foldier»  united  in  a  poD^^racy  to  ciainrr  inde^ 
})endency,,  and  live  at  freeqaarcersy  vntilthe  arrears  of  die  amy 
were  advtuieed*  Bogt/bus  £ait$ndwsii  waa  chdfen  the  leadeir 
of  thia  uttiotf^,  nolfcN^  tho'quali^tes  of  hiamind,  or  the  etevarioil 
df  his  birth,  bot  from  the  popnlarity  he  acquired  among  ihd 
fcMierS)  OM  ai^eoiHit  of  a  fedidous,  inllammatory,  bold  eloi* 
quence.  Hi»  family  had  been  ennobled,  by  giving  birth  to  4 
jprimate-aithbMiopof  G»rfna ;  but  he  was  as  deftttute  of  forv 
tune  as  cf  prmcfple.  By  his  father  hejpofiefled  a  fmall  eft^te, 
Wbieb  for  a>  flkxt  time  only  adminiftered  to  bis  diifipation.  He 
kad  married  a  woman,  whom  he  co^ld  not  love,  for  the  fake 
of  handling  her  fomine,  which  was  immediately  fquandered^ 
dnd  (he  turned  adrift^  to>  lament  her  fdly.  At  this  jonSure 
Bsgfjhus  was  no- more  than  a  huffar  in  the  regiment  of  Luh^ 
mirsii;  but  a  (^eech  which  he  made  to  his  feliow-foidiers  oc-^ 
isafioned  hisi  elevadon.  ^  Is  this;,  faid  he^  the  reward  of  out 
**  fatigues  aiid  bloodiftied  in  defence  of  our  unnatural-  coufi<^ 
^  try?  Muft  Wie  be  left  to  ptnQi  for  want  in  the  midft  of 
<<  that  plen^  and  ielieity  which  we  have  feckired  for  the  . 
'*  bau|hty  nobility  ?  Shall  Tufh  and  Tartars  ravage  thofe 
^  treafur^^  which  would  render  us  compleady  happy?  ^a« 
^  ther  to(f  us  anticipate*  their  deftgn^  and  dc^rlvp-  them  of  the 
^  ind«eemen«  to  plunder  th;efronders,  by  laying  hai^ds  upofi 
•^  whatever  isyalusMe,  and  reaping  fbr  ouffelves  the  fruits  of 
^'  our  toils.  This*  eamnot  be  oonflraed  into  a  vtoienee  oa 
.♦*  the  donftitueiOH»$  juflSeeamd  policy  demand  k,  fincp  there-^ 
^^  by  tho  repubhe  win  not  *on)y  be  difcharged  pf  her  debts^ 
^*  bur  the  enemy  difeppointed  of  their  prey,  and  deterred 
^  from' making  fhsAl  rnroad^"  The  boldnefs  of  his  imr^er^ 
and  the-f^oufaei&of  his  al^uiiient)»,  met  with  uiUh^er^i  ap^ 
ffoufe :  the  reftAutten  waar  taketi^  B^gi/laus^  atppointedgeparal^ 
^d  the  in^^idiouftfefs-of  af^reW)ltwa9<:)oake^undlrr  the  milder 
;i^lkdon  of  »cbwfed^raeyV  kniuediately  he  entered  up6* 
i^fe  eiMeutiiDn  of  the  deflgn-ferateds  and  accordingly  laid  alt 
the  country  round  under  heavy  contribution  :  after  which  he 
^nt  deputieis  to  the  leiVat«»  (opmsrily  to  demand- the  ^rre^rs 
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due  to  ail  urmy,  confifting  of  thirty  tbpufand  .mdn,  for  th# 
fpace  of  ten  years;  a  demand  which  the  (late  of  the  trcafiir/ 
would  not  admit  of  being  anfwered.  Nothing  Meed  could 
be  more  jud  than  the  complaints  of  the  foldiers^  had  they 
been  prefenced  in  a  manner  more  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  fih 
ciecy.  The  oppofition  of  feveral  of  th<  nobility  had  deprived 
the  late  king  of  the  means  of  advancing  their  pay  to  the  fol- 
dicrs,  many  of  whom  had  confumed  their  lictU  fortunes^  and 
were  now  forced  to  live  upon  cbe  public.  He  had  formed 
fichemes  for  redreffing  this  grievance,  when  death  put  an  end 
to  thofe  projedls  fo  fa}utary  to  the  republic.  £ver  fmccy  the 
enormity  was  increafing,  without  a  poffijbiltty  of  applying  re« 
medies,  which  rendered  the  army  quite  defperate,  and  the  pie* 
fent  rebellion  almoft  unavoidable.  However,  all  men  pre- 
tended  aftonifhment  to  fee  thfi  government  thus  braved  by  its 
fubje3s, ,  and  laws  prefcribed  by  thofe  perfons  who  were  hired 
for  prefiding  over  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers.  The  fenate  was  terrified  with  the  menacci 
of  the  military  deputies,  and  it  was  propofed  to  apply  the  tiea* 
fures  hoarded  up  by  &^iVji/,  towards  the  difcharge  of  the  army* 
arrears.  This  was  a  meafure  didated  by  the  enemies  of  that 
monarch's  family,'  which  they  defended  by  alledging,  that  ar 
thofe  fums  had  been  colleded  from  the  ftate,  it  was  highly 
reafonable  they  (hould  be  applied  to  the  occaftons  of  the  re- 
public. In  vain  did  the  royal  party  oppofe  this,  motion,  as 
highly  injurious  and  unjuft  to  the  queen  and  the  princes.  It 
was  on  the  point  of  paiSng  the  ailembly,  when  Horodensiii 
deputy  from  the  palatinate  of  Czermiowy  entf^red  a  proteft 
againft  thefe  proceedings,  and  immediately  quitted  the  boufi^ 
which  alone  was  fufficient  to  break  up  the  diet^ 
JlnaQof  When  the  means  of  paying  the  army  were  vanifhed,  it 
tkediit.  was  necefiary  to  have  recourfe.to  other  meafures  :  according'' 
ly  the  fenate  came  to  a  refolution,  to  which  the  d<?puties  ac* 
ceded,  that  an  z&.  (hould  immediately  be  prepared  to  confe- 
derate the  whole  body  of  nobility,  for  the  conferyation  of  re- 
ligion, liberty,  and  property^  and  efpecially  of  the  freedom 
of  eledtion :  and  at  the  fame  time  it  was  determined,  that  the 
diet  of  eledion  (hould  be  held  in  the  open  field  on  the  tw^nty- 
fixth  of  May  enfulng,  thei  pojpotiie  to  ailemble  in  .the  fame 
manner  as  ;at  the  ele^lion  otkiog  Michael i  a  point  whidi 
had  been,  agreed  upon  before,  tho\with  lefs  formality.  To  this 
act  the  primate  and  the  bifliop  of  Pofnania  fet  their  names  on 
the  firft  day  of  O^ober ;  and  dieir  example  was  followed  next 
day  by  a  majority  of  the  deputies.  What  appears  exiraordi- 
•  •  •        .  f 
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rfuliary  is,  that  one  of  the  articles  of  this  confederaey  tx^ 
eluded  all  natives }  and  yet  the  primate,  who  firfl  ftgned  it, 
was  fuppofed  a  (tickler  for  prince  Alexander^  the  third  fon  of 
the  late  monarch,  whom  many  perfons  preferred  tc^  prince 
yames^  who  was  born  before  Sobieski^s  accsffion.  Certain  it 
IS,  that  he  did  fublcfibe  to  the  a£t,  and  that  the  diet  broke  up 
immediately  after. 

With  refpeft  to  HoroJenski,  whofe  proteft.  had  warded  off  c<?»/>^/^vi. 
the  blow  levelled  at  the  royal  family,  he  retreated  to  the  con-  f-y  ^f  tbg 
federated  army,  where  he  hoped  for  protection  againft  the  LirJiua- 
refentment  of  the  diet  s  and  offered,  with  the  affiAance  of  fix  niails. 
thoufand  men  only,  to  join  all  the  Lithuanian  nobility  and 
foldiers  in  the  fame  interefl: :  a  fcheme  which  bad  been  fruit- 
lefly  attempted  a  little  before  by  Baronowsii.  This  chief  was, 
however,  too  fond  of  his  new-acquired  authority  to  accept  of 
an  afibciate.  He  therefore  rejedicd  the  palatine's  propofal, 
received  him  coldly,  and  afforded  him  protection  only  becaufe 
lie  thought  be  might  be  ferviceable  in  promoting  his  defigns, 
and  that  a  nobleman  of  his  rank  and  dignity  gave  ccmnte*^  - 
nance  to  the  confederacy,  con (ifli ng  al molt  intlrely  of  obfcure 
perfons*  Baronowsii  was  fenfible,  that  if  the  palatine  was 
employed  in  bringing  over  the  Lithuanians^  he  would  foon 
acquire  the  chief  command  ;.  for  the  refufal  of  the  nobility  to 
join  their  troops  to  his,  proceeded  from  the  contempt  in  whicb 
they  held  his  birth  and  fortune :  they  defircd  a  leader  more 
illuftrious,  more  able,  and  experienced ;  not  an  upftart,  who 
had  only  diltinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  crimes,  and  a  certain 
air  of  confidence  that  gained  the  affections  of  the  foldiers. 
In  ei&£t,  the  bulk  of  the  nobility  of  that  dutchy  had  entered 
into  a  confederacy  in  defencd  of  their  privileges,  and  the  cc- 
tiefiaftical  immunities.  This  was  the  pretext;  though,  in 
fad,  they  were  prevailed  on  by  the  queen's  money,  and  the 
perfuafion  of  the  celebrated  abbe  Polignac^  the  Prench  minifteri 
to  throw  off  all  allegiance  to  Sapiehoy  the  grand  general. 
The  difputcs  between  ^hat  nobleman  and  the  h'lQiop  of  IP^i/nai 
in  whofe  jurifdiSion  he  had  quartered  his  tit^ops,  furni&ed 
the  ambitious  and  defigning  with  a  fair  opportunity,  whiciv 
was  firft  embraced  by  Oginski^  grand  ftandard  bearer  of  the 
dutchy,  who,  by  means  of  corruption  and  addrefs,  obtained 
the  (upreme  command  of  the  confederated  foldiers.  Alieady 
this  corps  amounted  to  four  thouf^ind  men^  and  they  were 
^bon  joined  by  the  nobility  of  Samogitiay  Novogrod^'  Brczda^ 
and  tVitefpi  s  a  letter  from  the  palatine  of  vvhich  province  to 
the  queen  was  intercepted,  whence  it  appeared,  that  her  ma- 
jetty  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  revolution  in  Lithuanioy  as  Arc 
Was  fufpeded  to  have  been  the  promoter  of  tbe  fediiioo  in  the 
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PoUJh  army.  Sapiekoj  dctermirHhgtopunifli  dierobels,  marcK- 
cd  wfth  all  who  adhered  ta  him  of  the  army,  and  a  body  of 
the  nobility,  to  attack  Ogimki  in  bis  trenches,  who,  on  the 
enemy'^s  approach,  retreated  to  Br^zcia^  but  was  pur&ied  thi- 
ther.    Here  an  adion  enfued,  in  which  Sapieha  had  at  feft 
the  advantage;    but  was,  in  the  endj  repulfed  with  great 
flaughter.     A  fecond-  attempt  to  force  Oginskt'%  works  "was 
made,  and  with  more  equality  of  fuccefs.  -  The  defence  and 
attack  were  vigorous,  the  lofe  on  each  fidp^  confiderable,  but 
equal ;  which  induced  both  to  liften  to  the  terms  of  aceom- 
Adihtfs  of  modation  propofed  by  PolignaCy  who  became  apprehenfivc  that 
Polignac    the  divifions  of  Lithuania^  which  had  run  higher  than  he  ex- 
/^^ French  pe<aed,  might  wholly  overturn  the  government,  and  thereby 
mtnijler.    fruftrate  his  defigns  in  favour  of  a  prince  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,    That  minifter,  to  effe6l  his  purpofes,  engagetf  the 
Jon  of  the  grand  marechal,  who  was  likewife  the  intimate 
friend  of  Ogimku  to  negotiate  the  agreennent ;  promifing  to 
defray  all  expences,  provided  both  fides  would  engage,  by  a 
fecret  article,  to  unite  in  favour  of  the  candidate  he  (houW 
propofe.    Such  was  the  infinuating  manner  of  theFr^rAam- 
baffador,  that  the  negotiation  fucceeded  to  his  wifli ;  and  it 
was  ftipulated,  ^^\.Ogimkt  and  the  confederates  ihould  re- 
turn to  their  duty  ;  ihzt  Safveha  ihould  grant  a  general  par- 
don ;  that  he  fhould  undertake  that  the  republic  advanced 
half  the  arrears  due  to  the  army ;  that  they  (houM  have  the 
fame  quarters  with  his  own  troops,  who  had  remained  un- 
fhaken  in  their  fidelity  j  and  that  no  diftinftion  (hould  here- 
after be  made  to  the  prejudice  of  Ojg-Wif/,  or  his  party*. 

Irj  a  very  different  difpofition  was  the  Polijh  confederated 
army  unScr  Baronowski,     Nothing  pacific  appeared  in  this 
The  info'    quarter:  the  troops  were  ravaging  the  territories  of  the  rcpub- 
lence  hf^      lie  with  all  the  fury  of  barbarians,  burning  and  deftroyingthc 
tbeYoXx^  towns  and  villages  that  refufed,  through  inability,  to  pay  the 
army.        exorbitant  contributions   they  demanded.      Baronowski  de- 
manded thirty- two  thoufand  florins  from  the  city  of  Leopold i 
and  the  Jews  wfere  forced  to  pay  fourteen  thoufand  to  be  ex-, 
emptcd  from  quartering  the  forces.     An  hundred  thoufand 
florins  were  demanded  from  the  magiftrates  6f  Zolkiow  and  its 
dependerrcles,  and  the  people  threatened  with  military  execu- 
tion, if  they  failed  a  fingle  day  of  the  time  limited..   To  ftop 
the  progrefs  of  diforders  which  threatened  the  kingdom  with 
deftrudlion,  the  fenate  propofed  a  conference  with  Baronew- 
iki  ill  the  neighbourhood  o^  Leopold.    Commifl&ries  were  ac- 
cordingly-appointed, and  the  grand  general  of  Poland  wasde- 
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fired  by  tfae  fi:tiatc  to  attend  cbenegotiatipii,  which  hadahnoft 
isflafted  all  the  hopes  which  aroTe  from  the  approaching  con- 
ference.  The  commii&ries  from  the  army  refufed  to  admit 
tbem»  declarinjgthey  had  nothing  to  tranfa3  with  the  crown- 
generab;  and^i^rM^u/ji/,  who  dreaded  left  the  fenate  would 
Comply  with  all  he  could  reafonabiy  demand^  laboured  to  raife 
fww  difficulties.  He  now  infilled,  that  the  funds  jcharged 
wiah  the  payment  of  the  troops  fliouid  be  left  to  fats  difpofal, 
apd  even  of  thofe  forces  who  were  not  engaged  in  the  confe* 
ooracy.  *  He  likewife  demanded,  that  he  might  be  at  liberty  to 

(  ievy  payment  in  what  manner  he  fliould  think  proper  \  that  he 
Aould  chufe  quarters  for  his  troops  where  he  pleafed ;  and,  in 
tt  wofd,  thathtfhould  govern  the  r^ublic  defpotically,  and 

^  di£tate  to  the  whole  kingdom  with  the  fame  authority  he  did 
.to  the  caprictbtis  feldiery,  who  might  in  the  firft  change  of 

.  iramour  hurl  .him  down  from  hvs^  dignity  with  the  fame  rapi- 
<iky  he  had  been  -elevated.  Upon  the  refufal  of  the  commif- 
iaries  of  the  fenateto  admit  thofe  conditions,  the  rebel  gene- 

:  ml  fent  detachments  to  raife  contributions,  commit  fome 
dreadM  a<Sb«f  hoUHity,  and  ftrike  terror  in  feveral  provinces, 
«vea  to  the  agates  of  }VarJaw\  nor  did  the  remotcft  terri- 
tonts  of  the  Y^pubtic  efcape  infuk  and  devaftation.  Polijh 
Ptuffia\  though  .at  a  vaR  diftance  from  the  camp,  was  over. 
jMrbcbued  with  difinay  on  the  entrance  of  twelve  companies  of 
ibldi«s  into/the  very  faoweh  of  the  province,  where  they  ex- 
aSbd  heavy  coatributions  by  dint  of  military  e^cu^knr. 
However,  the  .i^rit  and  tefolution  of  the  Polijh  nobility  gave 
the  army  a  cfaeok  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  kingdom :  they  - 
^zv^  B^oH9wsii  to  ttnderftand,  that,  if  he  did  not  recal  his 
detadhmenti)  thfey  would  unite  and  give  him  battle,  which  by 
no  means  fukod  with  tthat  general's  defigns*  He  dreaded  the 
thoughts  jof  dmhig  the  people  to  defpair,  and  thought  it  more 
advifeaUe  to  confine  his  ravages  to  the  ikirts  of  the-  republic, 
though  lefs  profitable,  than  run  the  hazard  of  a  defeat,  which  - 
would  be  attended  with  the  immediate  exttndioh  of  his 
power. 

THrsErtvi]  commotions  proved  extremely  inviting  to  all  ^;,^/;^^ 
the  barbarous  neighbours  of  the  republic  \  nor  did  xh^Tartars  irruption 
hxl  to  take  advahtage  of  the  o|bportijnfity.     During  the  late  of  the 
Conference  they  advanced,  in  a  body  of  fifty  ihoufand  men,  Tartars, 
into  the  Mh'i<ft  of  Lwppld^  plundering  whatever  had  efcaped 
the  rapaoifiRis  hands  of  the  rebels,  devouring  and  defolating, 
with  inejtfprbffibJe  ftjry,  corn,  cattle,  villages,  and  towns,  and 
carrying  off  the  wretched  inhabitunts  into  flavery.     A  fmall 
corps  of  trot>p5^  that  had  remarned  fzithful  to  the  government, 
x^poTed  kfctlf  lo  this  multitude;  and  a&ed  with  fuch  vigour, 
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.  that  great  t)umbers  of  the  enemy  were  made  priibners^  all  of 
vrhom. declared,  that  they  penetrated  into  Poland  at  the  in- 
ftigation  of  fomc  of  the  principal  nobility,  who  thereby  in^ 
tended  to  accelerate  the  meafures  for  an  ele6)ion.  The  Turks 
too  made  incurfions  with  the  fame  fortune  into  ihc^oBJh  do- 
minions, and  the  prifoners  made  a  fimilar  declaration.  In 
this  fituation  the  abbe  ds  Polignac  intcrpofcd,  and  determined 
to  convert  circumi^ances  to  the  advantage  of  the  court  of 
VirfailUs.  He  offered  to  pay  a  fum  of  money  to  the  Otbman 
jCQixxty  to  remove  all  apprehenfions  of  future  incurfions  from 
that  quarter  during  the  interrregnum ;  and  the  propofal  was 
regarded  by  a  majority  of  the  fenate  as  an  extraordinary  proof 
of  generofity,  confidcring  the  inability  of  the  date  to  repay 
the  obligation  ;  though  others  conftrued  it  into  a  felfiih  de- 
fign,  intended  only  to  extend  the  influence  of  his  court  at  the 
future  clei^ion.  This  conjecture  was  not  without  foundation. 
Poltgnac  had  aded  with  theutmoft  capacity  and  addreis.  Per- 
ceiving the  unfteady  condu6i  of  the  queen-mother,  who  fluc- 
tuated from  one  opinion  to  another,  and  fometimes  efpoufcd 
the  intereft  of  prince  "James^  and  at  other  times  determined 
to  fet  prince  Ahxand$r  on  the  throne,  be  concluded,  that  her 
ficklenefs  would  occafion  the  exclufion  of  both,  and  thence 
derived  hopes  for  a  prince  of  the  blood  of  Bcurbon.  King 
^  Lewis  and  the  French  miniftry  yielded  intirely  to  the  fchemcs 
oi Polignac^  from  a  thorough  confidence  in  his  capacity;  and 
now  the  abbe  talked  publickly  of  nominating  a  candidate: 
but,  before  he  mentioned  names,  he  refdv^d  to  remove  all 
obrtru£lions  to  his  ele£lion.  With  this  view  he  dcclired 
Ahhk^t  againft  all  the  children  of  SobiesJ^Sy  and  thereby  ingratiated 
Polignac'j  himfclf  widi  all  the  Poks^  who  either  diflikcd  the  queen's  con- 
arijidcon-  dud,  the  royal  family,  or  the  elevation  of  a  native  to  thefo- 
Guci,  vereign  digm'ty.  He  likewife  checked  the  defircs  of  the  Poltfi 
lords  whofe  ambition  afpired  at  the.xrown,  by  reprefenting 
that  fvcb  pretenfions  mud  terminate  in  thf  ir  own  deftru49ion, 
sot  only  from  the  number  of  the  candidates,  but  from  the 
jealoufy  of  their  competitors,  who  would  not  eafily  acquiefcc 
in  the  pi-eference  given  to  a  perfon  no  way  their  fuperior  in 
birth,  fortune,  or  merit.  Having  by  thefe  artful  infinuations 
extinguiflled  their  hopes,  he  put  the  queftlon,  Where  they 
thought  a  prince  equal  to  the  neceflities  of  the  ftate  coyld  be 
founds  whofe  valour  might  reftore  the  luftre,  and  prudence 
rercftablifh  the  tranquillity  of  the  republic;  in  a  word,  a  prince 
whofe  dignity  and  illuftrious  qualities  would  be  able  to  cruih  the 
head  of  fadlion,  and  render  all  men  unanimous  in  admiring  bis 
virtues  ?  The  Proteftant  ftates,  he  alledged,  pould  not  funriih 
a  monarch  to  Poland,  as  religion  and  the  law»  efit£tuaily  ^ 


'  eluded  tbi  ntAvtidfBngldmdf  Swtdin,  and  Denmarij  hovrevsr 
-  •cktio#l^dgcd  their  merit.  A  prince  of  the  houfc  of  Auftrla 
would'  endanger  thfc  liberties  of  the  repuMic,'  as  the  in- 
Hahces  of  Hungary ^  Bchemay  and  Silejia  were  fqffic.ient  to 
eivitice.  The  long  tranquiHity  of  Italy  rendered  the  princes  of 
that  coiintiy  inadivc,  indolent,  avcrfe,  and  ignorant  of  the 
artof-vi^aFs  yet  P^ibn^  reqim ed  a  warlike  fovereign.  Hoi- 
'  /r«i/ aiFdrded  only  merchams,  and  perfons  fprung^from  low 
mechanics.    S^^ain  would  be  obliged  to  borrow  a  monarch 

•  ffona  France  \  and  as  tb^mugaU  it  was  little  better  than  a 
iief  of  the  holy  fee,    in  fo  flavifli  a  dependence  was  that 

.  kingdom  held  by' the  churdi.  In  fliort,  the  eloquent  abbe 
difcovered  obje^on^  to  the  natives  of  every  kingdom  and 
fiate  \n  Europe  except  Fnmcty  which  he  feemed  to  prefer 
ip^fth  the  moft  fpecious  impartiality,  and  without  any  other 
view  than  to  promote  the  tr uc  intereft  of  Pi?/«7»^/.  Having 
thus  paved  the  way,. he  mentidned  the  prinee  hfCanti  as  the 
perfon  whofe  birth  and  virtues  rendered  him  worthy  of  the 
crown^  and  whom  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  the  repub- 
lie,  at  this  jundure,  loudly  demanded  for  a  fovereign.     He 

'  vfos  the  }afl  of  the  blood  royal  of  France ;  ten  princes  claimed 

'  the  crown  before  him,  and  there  was  no  reafon  to  apprehend 
he  (bouMever  be  tempted  to  quit  Poland^  in  order  to  take 
pqfFeffionofnhe  throne  of.  bis  native  country. 

POLIGNAC  had^  previous  to  this  declaration j  formed  a  He  is  op- 
very  powerful  party ;  yet  he  met  with  ftrenuous  oppoficion.  pofedbytbe 
^TRhe  imperial  minifter  ufed  hi?  utmoft  endeavours  to  embroil  imperial 
.niatters..  .  He  reprefcnted  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  the  afpiring  minijler. 
views  of  Lewis.king  of  Fravce^  who  laboured  defiroying  that 

'  balance  which  all  Europe  had  been  driving  to  keep  equal  for 
near,  a  century.  He  faid,  that  one  of  the  moft  brilliant  dia* 
dems  in  ChrUiendom  was  infuilicient  for  that  monarch  :  he 
muft  kindle  the  flames  of  war;  and  overwhelm  Europe  with 
blood  and  horror,  to  unite  the  crowns  of  Spain  and  Poland 

*  in  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  He  expatiated  upon  the  intereft  the 
irepubli^  had  in  difappointing  fuch  vaftdefigns,  which  could 
not  fail:  of  proving  ruinous  to  her  liberties.  The  emperor. 
Great  Britain^  tht  republick  of  Hollandy  and  almoft  the  com- 
biiied  ftrength  of  Chriftendom,  hath  not,  faid  he,'' been  able 
to  ftop  the  rapidity  of  his  conquefts.  Should  Poland  pm  her- 
{elf  to  that  prince  by  any  alliance  dired  or,  indired,  will  (he 

.  not  be  acceflbry  in  eftablilhihg  the  unlverfal  empire  of  Lewis^ 

,  in  (hackling  the  liberties  of  neighbouring  powers,  and  (haring 

their  bondage.    Polignac^  on  the  other  hand,  obviated  alt  the 

inconveniencies  reprefented  by  the  imperialift,  with  that  irre- 

fiftiblefircdi^  of  perfuafion  and  infinuating  manner  which  heemi- 

S  4  nently 
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ntni\Ypo&j&A\  but,  tiuHich\M9  aigamtiiOiaod  ilofuettie 
deeply  imprefled  the  miods  of  oft^t  aumbcn,  tbey  were  apt 
univerAdly  evincive,  awd  ffvew  ^e^t  pfcfonages  oppofe4  tk 
pretendoDS  of  the  prince  of  Cotm^  amoi^  whom  Was<be  tt- 
fhop  of  Cujaiva,    Poligttatksiiwmnn.io  this  puplate  tQ  &'* 
cure  his  intereft^  and  ivas  AirprjiMd  to  i:«ettve  for anfwer^tbit 
the  defigns  of  the  p»oce  w^M  h^  fruits  i  th^t  the  ?# 
natioa  was  not  well  affetded  i<^^am$\   that  UMiy  ioAipci- 
able  ohjedions  lay  againft  <^u6ng  a  (Nftntce  of  the  boufe  of 
Bourbon  i  that  the  ^«|jseyi  dower's 'Coadudtnipifvd  a  geae- 
•  ral  diflike  to  that  uaioa,  and  i^al  for  bis  own  part»  tbaagh 
he  highly  dleemed  the  priiy:e  si  jCct^i^  the  court  oi  Frmw^ 
and  in  particular  the  abbe  PaHgmch  te  wA  pnvertbeMii  coo- 
fult  the  real  intereft  of  his  coMtry  and  tine  f  ept4)i4ck. 
Andtncuti     It  would  be  endlefs  to  repeat  all  the  argufneiics  pioduced 
thed/fplea-hy  PoUgiuu  to  diOipate  tbofe.  and  fimikr  temples;  be  oaiit* 
fureofthe  ted  nothing  in  this  way ;  hnt  he  fell  ai^  a  ftiU  more  affec" 

fueen  rf  tual  methc^  of  accomplifiiing  hjs  (lurpofe.  His  ttieafaroi  weie 
'ojand.  fo  effeaually  taken  with  the  pdtty  diet3,  that  they  rateiiad  up- 
on a  new  relblution,  of  excluding  prince  (Jomeij^  by  whicb 
the  queen's  indignation  againft  £e  court  of  Vtrfio3S$i  «» 
more  inflamed,  thp'  k  aniwered  no  other  end  than  ^lengdi^ 
ening  the  prince  of  Conhl^  party.  Her  reif  ntoicM  was  cat* 
ried  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  fl>e  ordered  4ier  ptdure,  hung  up  in 
.  the  abbe  Polig^f^s  .apartoieats,  to  bo  taken  down,  ftom 
which  it  became  evident,  that  her  ifitereft  and  the  abbo^ 
were  not  unHed»  as  had  been  kHig  fuppofed }  and  this  cinnim* 
fiance  drew  the  P^ks  more  readily  into  the  defigns  of  ^  1st* 
(er,  becaufi^^hey  faw  be  aded  with  fuicerity. 

Ko&  was  this  the  only  advanuge  which  the  cool,  %  d" 
dreis  of  the  minifter  obtained  ov£r  this  paiionafer.  princeb. 
While  he  was  ^pon  terms  of  friendfliip  with  her,  hie  perfttaded 
the  queen  to  apply  all  the  tfe^fuces  of  her  iate  hdtftand  to 
purchafe  annuities  in  the  Frfmh  loans,  excitbg  her  avarice  by 
^e  extraordinary  intereft  they  would  yield.  Shs  feU  ioio 
the  fnare,  and  thereby  deprived  herfelf  of  the  meas^  of  ffo- 
moting  the  eIe<5(ion  af  her  children,  while  at  the:  faoae  tioia 
fl;e  ftrengthened  the  hands  of  the  nuniAer  and  the  court  of 
Verfaillts*  As  foon  as  jbe  hstd  diibovered  her  error,  Ibe  floa 
iruo  a  rage,  and  loaded  Pokgnac  with  all  th«  abii&  wbick  tbe 
ioiaginatipn  of  gn  inceafed  woman  could  fiiggeft.  He  waote 
to  h^r  in  vindication  of  hi^  oondu^;  (he  angered  with  Ut« 
ternets  $  and  the  corrofpoitdBnce  is  ourious,  a^  it  caplaias^s 
variety  of  circuoiAances in  the  coiidad of  bothpaities, at^ia^'* 
Vife  uninteiiigi>ie.  Hence  it  wa«  evident  that  the  latcraflBof 
.  the  qi^^n  aotdgf  prince  Jwm^  her  fim  had  ^nwide^  ^' 

rents 
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jre^;  ^atiSiehad  laboured  to  caifehet younger  (onto  the 
tiurone »  tbs^  a  reconciiiatiaa  baviog  been  efte£led  between  tbe 
elder  prince  :and  queen-mother,  ihe  had  dire£ied  all  her  batr 
Series  to  reiBOve  tbe^  obftru^ions  to  his  afcendiog  Uie  throne ; 
and  that,  to  prevent  the  jealaufy  which  might. anie  from  the 
prefence.of  his  brothers,  fhe  had  fen£  the  two  young  princes 
to  Frantic  under  pretence  of  coinpleattng  th^tr  education,  in 
akii»g4ai|i  then  in  tbe  higheft  eftimation  for  its  progsets  in 
every  art,  fcience,  and  accomplifliment.    It  was  upon  this 
aiBion,  suad  the  meafures  taken  by,  .the  Panch  minifter  to  pro- 
cure bis  exclufioo  in  the  petty  diet^,  that  prince  Jatrus  deter- 
mined to  found  in  perfon  the  affections  of  the  Polifli  nobility, 
gai«  lihevi  over    by  his  promifes,  or  at  kaft  Icnovr  the  real 
c:aufe  of  their  coldne&;  for  hitherto  he  had  nofuipicion  of     . 
tbe  intrigiies  of  P^Ugnac.    With  this  view  he  went  in  difguife 
to  Cir%k9^  the  iirft  di(fari£t  ki  the  province  of  Mazavia^  where, 
a  petty  diet  was  aflembled ;  but  his  projed  had  almoft  coft  htm 
his  life ;  he  was  difcovered  and  purfued  clofely  by  feveral  gentle-    A.  D«^ 
men,  f^rard  in  hand,  and  e&aped  only  thro'  the.Aeetnefs  of  his     i^97* 
hocfeu  Nor  was  this  the  only  confequence  of  ^  meafore  taken  <b 
predpit^ely ;  the PoUs  were  fo  incenfed  at  apradice  which  they 
jKgarded  asthe  moft  flagrant  violation  of  their  rights,  that  tbey 
combined  more  &rmly  than  ever  to  exdude  all  the  ohildren  of  S^- 
ii^4^i>  t^which  they  fell  dircftly  into  the  views  of  the  Fr^tckimr 
iufter«  Yet  ftill  the  imperial  minifter  found  means  to  keep  up  a 
flrong. faction  AffkmAFranc€i  and  to  render  the  integrity  of  i^^- 
iigHiu  Sa^pe&ed  by  bis  own  court ;  upon  which  the  abbe  Chaiiau* 
mufwMXeat  tOvPdZnuf  with  dw  powers  of  envoy  extraordinafy. 
On  hisfirft  ajritval  he4ound  ihttPolignac  was  uf^i^ly  impeadied  ; 
-that  bis  party  was  in  theexa&ikuation  he  had  rcpnefentedi  tkat 
aUtbe  chief  nobility  were  in  tbe  imerefl  of  the  prince  of  Co^rtiy 
and  that  the  xniQifler  hid  acquitted  himfelf  with  equal  honour, 
adcvefi,  and  afaiiity ;  uppo  which  the  powers  c^  Poiigmte  were 
coafirmed,  aod  his  inftruiftions  extended  \    What  conArmed 
ihn.oqatrt  of.  FitfoUks  in  the  opinion  entertained  of  P^gna/s 
integrity,,  was  the  order  iflited  ibon -after  by  ji^  patatinates, 
.fi>c:hsr  ii>aje%tot)aiti/^^»yiii(;,  in  confequence  of  which- (he  . 
-xetife4»  with  her  fad^STnin-kngr  tbe  cardinal  y^ft/Vff,  voDam- 
mdu  This<wasaqerlain  praofoffaer  deciimng  intereft,  and  of 
the.  little  cI^Mce  any  of  the  children  of  HtbmU  Aqod  af  fuc- 
tfecding  to  their  paternal  throne. 

To  effa6k  the  ^xdufioo  of  the  young  princes  appeared  to  be 
tbe  ^tkd  porpofe  of  the  fadions  fomied  by  fhe  imperiat  and 
Pranch  ipiaiAoa,   adu>  diSsred  in  every  thing  befides.    For 

»  letttcs  de  Retoe  de  FoxoGJir.  au  PoLicNr  1.  4.  '  ^  Lett. 
ibid. 

this 
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<^andidat€i,  this  purpofe  the  diikc  of  Newhurgb  was  peopofed  a  can^dafe 

/or  the       |jy  a  faiall  party,  which  had  hitherto  declared  for  no  Intereftj 

prc^n,       jjyj^  j^g  jjjjg  pfiiice  wanced  money,  the  efiential  virtue  of  acan- 

,dtdate,    he  was  only  mentioned,  to  pave  the  way  for  fome 

perfon  more  able  and  willing  to  diSufe  his  wealth  amoog  the 

dehors. 

The  next  candidate  was  ufliered  in  by  the  palatines  i)f 
Crtuois^  Siradia^  and  Liopold.    This  was  no  other  than  Li- 
vtQ  OdefchaUbiy  nephew  to  the  pope,  a  prince  whofe  wealth, 
munificence,   and  generofity,    were  highly  extolled  in  the 
diet.     He  befides  promifed,  that  all  his  riches  fhould  be  given 
to  the  repuhlick  as  a  pledge  of  the  performance  of  his  engage- 
ments ;  but  all  the  return  that  Odefchalchi^  offers  met  with, 
confifted  in  bitter  pafquinades  on  himfelf  and  the  confiftorial 
advocate,  Monti  Cat'tni^  who  was  ridiculed  as  the  folicitor  of 
a  hopelefe  caufe.  In  thefe  pieces  it  was  alledged,  that  the  ha- 
Han  prince  intended  to  pay  the  arrears  due  to  the  army  io 
paintings,   fculpture,  and  ancient  cotos;   and  that  for  this 
,  purpole  he  had  fent  into  Poland  the  head  of  an  O^in  bra&, 
»as  a  fpecimen  of  what  might  be  expeifted  from  his  liberality. 
A  fourth  candidate  nominated  in  tb€  diet  was  the  duke  of 
lArrain^  a  prince  ftill  lefs  able  than  the  duke  of  Ntwhurgh^ 
^gratify  the  rapacity  of  the  cjcdors.     He  had  been  lately  ftript 
.of  his  dominions,  relied  wholly  on  the  affiftance  of  the  imp^ 
::rial  court  and  her  allies,  and  was  bat  nineteen  years  of  age; 
.circumflances  no  way  favourable  to  his  pretenfions,   tbo*  poT- 
.  felled  of  extraordinary  merit.    He  was  the  fon:  indeed  of  a 
.queen  of  Ptf/uW,  confort  to  king  Michael^  but  he  had  little 
.  i^aiqn  to  depend  on  the  afFedions  of  a  people  who  refiifed  to 
pay  hi9  mother's  dowry  ;  accordingly  his  party  w^  inconfider- 
able*    Fame  reported  that  the  crown  was.  offered  by  a  veiy 
numerous  fa^ion  to  the  duke  of  Bavaria  \  but  that  he  was 
feduced  by  the  infinuations  of  the  imperial  court  to  decline  the 
propofal.  It  is  probable  however,  that  rather  the  fear  of  being 
difappointed,  after  launching  out  into  extraordinary  expenco, 
.  than  refped  for  the  emperor,  a<3uated  his^condtifi. 

Prini:b  Lewii  oiBadenxsxi^i  bereckoi^ed  among  the  mod 
powerful  of  tb^  prin^  of  Conti*%  competitors.  His  repeated 
vidories  in  Hungary  znd  Tran/yhania  hdd  fpiead  his  time  all 
over  Eurofi^  and  fiited  the  imperial  throne  on  the  head  of  tte 
emperor,  at  a  time  when  it  tottered  through  the  rebellion  of 
his  own  fubjeds,  and  the  formidable  irruption  of  the  Turb 
into  bis  dominions.  A  prince  accuftomed  to  conquer  the 
Turks i  and  capable  of  completing  the  great  work  b^un  by  &^ 
l/Vji/'i  muft  appear  a  welcome  candidate  to  the  PoUs^  had  bis 
merit  been  fupported  with  fufficient  wealth,  or  could  di^y  ^ 
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■  •crtiin  that  the  ele<aor  of  Brandenburgh  would  perform  the 

frdmifes  he  made  in  behalf  of  the  prince  of  Badfn^  withodt 
xpeding  fome  equivalent  at  the  expcnce  of  the  republick. 
This  alone  was  fufficient  to  render  his  influence  greatly  in- 
^  ferior  to  that  of  the  prince  of  Conti^  who  feemed  to  triumph 
._aver  all  his  rivals,  until  Fnderick' Auguflm^  cleSpr  of 
Saxony^  declared  his  pfetenfibns,  and  fuddenljr  chilled  all  the 
hope  of  folignac  and  the  French  party  (A).  John  Prezbon- 
dczvskiy  caftellan  of  Culm^  finding  that  his  own  atnbitious 
projeds  met  with  little  fuccefs,  firft  joined  himfelf  to  the 
French  intereft,  Imagining  he  (hould  become  the  head  of  that 
faSioh  5  foon  however  perceiving  that  his  influence  was  little 
regarded,  he  cafl:  his  eyes  on  iht  At^kot  oi  Saxqnj^  a  young, 
>vea!thy,  ambitious  prince,  who  would  probably  reward  his 
fervices  liberally,  fhould  they  prove  efieftual  in  placing  the 
Polijh  diadem  on  his  temples.  He  fent  a  meflage  fecretly  to  Jhe  ele3§r 
Auguftus^  and  received  fuch  an  anfwer  as  encouraged  him  to  £^ Saxony 
fet  out  privately  to  the  eledloral  court  at  Drefden^  where  the  oppofesth^ 
reception  was  fuch  ais  firmly  fecured  his  zeal  and  fidelity.  He  f^na  of 
laid  before  the  eledtor  a  ftate  of  the  parties  as  they  appeared  in  Conti, 
Polandy  *nd  informed  him  of  the  means  which  muft  infallibly 
procure  fuccefs.  Thcfe  confifted  chiefly  in  the  promife  of 
'  three  millions,  of  which  the  republick  was  in  great  want,  for 
the  payment  of  the  army.  This  fum  it  was  necciTajj  fhouid 
be  {hewn  to  the  tommiffaries  befofe  the  eleftipn,  The  pre- 
fence^of  the  eleftor  would,  he  obferved,  contribute  greatly  to 
the  fuccefs  of  his  application,  and  this  was  an  advanti^e  which 
he  would  probably  have  over  the  prince  of  Conti^  whom  the 
French  court  found  it  difficult  to  tranfport  to  Pothnd^  during  a 
war  with  the  maritime  powers  and  the  emperor  \  but  he  men- 
tioned as  a  necefl!ary  condition,  that  he  would  abjure  the  Lu^ 
iheran  religion,  a  point  which  it  was  imagined  would  occafion 
the  greateTl  difficulty,  though  it  proved  otherwife:  in  fad, 
the  prince  had,  two  years  before,  renounced  his  principles  it| 

(A)  Befides  theie  candidates,  neraU  upon  condition  that  he 

Opaliniusy   ftaroda  of  Nonjoenrni-  married  her,  and  ihared  his  au- 

eifiiy  one  of  the  richefl  noble-  thority  with  aprinoefs  to  whom 

men  in  Poland^  and  the  grand-  he  owed  his  good  fortune.    To 

general,  count7ia^/9<u;97£/^/,  ihew-  thpfe  we  may  add  the  caftellan 

cd  themfelves  on  the  Ji&  of  com-  of  C«//w,  who  at  firft  formed  dc-' 

petitors  for  the  crown.     It  was  iigns  for  himfelf,  bat  ibon  re« 

thought  the  queen,  defpairing  of  nounced  them  in  fiivoar  of  the 

the  iuccefs  of  her  children,   in-  elector  of  ^axoty  (i  }• 
clined  to  &voar  the  grand-ge- 

\\)  Ptrthen.  Mifi^  A  «.  /.  55. 
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a  tour  he  made  to  Rome^  and  his  coiwerfion  was-  re^fleted 

in  the  dioceXc  ofjavarin^  and  rcgiftercd  by  the  prelate  prince 
of  Sax'Zaiu^  his  kinlman.  The  caftellan  befldes  reprefented 
the  difficulticjs  under  which  the  prince  of  Conti*s  party  labour- 
ed, though  inconteftably  the  moft  powerful  j  namely,  the 
fcarcity  of  money,  the  minifter  of  France  having  taken  up  fix 
hundred  dioufand  livres  from  the  banke):S)  which  had  already 
been  diftributed  among  the  Pole^^  and  his  credit  being  now  at  a 
ftandj  on  account  of  the  difficulty  the  French  monarch  found 
in  remitting  fpecie,  while  the  feas  were  covered  with  the  (hips 
of  his  enemies.  He  told  tlie  ele£tor  that  the  Folijh  nobility 
were  always  more  powerfully  influenced  by  prefent  than  If 
paft  favours.  Smaller  fums  duly  applied  at  the  time  of  elec- 
tion* proved  of  more  efficacy  than  much  larger  given  before, 
or  promifed  eventually.  In  a  word,  he  reprdented  every  cir- 
ciimftance  in  fo  favourble  a  light,  that  Frederick- Augujiui  was 
]  eaiTly  prevailed  on  to  appear  a  candidate  for  a  crown,  which 

became  the  fource  of  manifold  calamities  to  himfelf  and  to 
Saxony  *.   Having  taken  his  meafures  with  the  court  of  Rsaiu 
to  remove  all  obftrudions  on  the  fcore  of  religion,  he  began 
.  laying  up  the  (urns  which  he  imagined  would  be  ijeceflary  in 
•  the  profccution  of  his  great  projed. 
C7««f  On  the  letuirn  of  the  caftellan  to  JVarfam^  he  found  him* 

fft^?(y.  fclf  greatly  embarrafledj  his  credit  was  not  confideral)le  epough 
land  '  ^  ^^'  S*^**  approbation  to  a  treaty  projeSed  and  formed  whoDy 
by  himfelf.  He  was  equally  apprehenfive  of  difappointing  the 
ejcdor,  and  incurripg  the  refcntment  of  the  Poles  ;  but  pru- 
dently ima|;ining  that  money  would  efFe£):  every  thing  with 
a  people  fo  corrupt,  be  wrote  to  the  eloi^or,  candidly  coo- 
felTed  the  difficulties  he  had  to  encounter,  and  was  fooii  re- 
lieved from  hi^  perplexity  by.  the  arrival  rf  colonel  Flemiftfj 
the  cle(£ior*s  gii^wingfavourite,  whom  he  fent  to  fupport  the 
caflellan's  credit.  This  miaiAer  immediately  delivered  a  let- 
ter from'his  matter  to  the  abbe  Palighac,  and  afked  the  Fretub 
envoy  whether  he  had  not  received  inftrucStlohs  from  his  court  * 
jrelative  to  the  late  negociation  between  the  king  and  the  elec- 
tor. Polignac  was  ^{loaiihed  to  hear  of  a  negociatioii,  of 
which  he  had  not  the  leaii  intimation  \  he  anfwered,  thst  be 
.  >cduld  not  conceive  the  caufe  of  the  inquiry,  fince  the  affairs 
of  the  prince  of  Cmti  were  in  a  floarifliing  CtKatioo,  and  be- 
liaved  with  -%  caution  and  rrferve  which  gave  Fleming  to  uii- 
defftaftd,  tba«  Yit  doubted  the  truth  of  afty  treaty  between  ^t 
courts  -of  Ver failles  and  Drefden.    The  fchertte  indeed  was  well 

»  Parthen.  lib.  I.    Volt.  Sied.  tt«n.  i,    Mem.  de  Fred. 
Auguft.  page  59.      .  ^  ^  . 
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I»d  to  feduce  the  abbe  into  a  belief  that  he  was  now  to  co- 
operate with  the  cfeftor's  defigns ;  but  Pdtgnac  was  too  fega^ 
cious  and  penetrating  to  be  over-reached.  He  determined  to 
wait  for  dired  inftru&ions  from  his  court,  before  he  bes:anr 
tbe  fmalleft  alteration  in  his  meafure$*.  Notwithftanding 
this  report,  it  was  rumoured  that  the  French  minifter  had  de- 
ferted  the  rntereft  of  the  prince  of  Conti^  and  it  required'  all 
the  addrefs  of  Polignac  to  prevent  the  bad  confequences  of  fiich 
a  report. 

It  was  rrpt  long  before  the  abbe  received  an  answer  from  the 
Prench  court,  requiring  him  to  perfift  in  km  defigns,  ai>d  to  pK)- 
fecute  wfrh  the  atmoft  vigour  the  pretenfions  of  the  prince  of 
Canfi,  This  he  made  public ;  and  now  the  kingdom  was  dhridcd 
into  two  great  parties,  all  the  lefler  ones  being  wholly  abforbed  irx 
the  fuperior  weight  and  influence  of  the  faSrons  formed  by  the 
courts  of  Verfailies  and  Drefden.    The  former  ws^s  the  nftjfr  ntr^ 
merous  and  popular ;   the  latter  acquired  gradual  ftrength,  wa» 
fupported  by  money,  the  talents  of  Flimtngy  the  influence  of 
the  court  of  Vienna^  and  thcy  clamours  of  the  cafleilan   of 
C»/«,  that  France  did  not  execute  her  engagements^  that  the 
prmce  oiConti  was  abfent,  and  that  money  was  wanting  for 
the  payment  of  the  army,  without  which  the  ftate  was  ex* 
pofeid  to  the  moft  imminent  danger.     There  was  indeed  fomt^ 
truth   in  this  laft  aHegation.     Baronowski  was  fffll  at  the 
head  of  the  mutineers,  plundering  the  provinces,  and  ra-^ 
vtging  with  peculiar  animolrty  the  eftate  belonging  to  the 
i    late  king's  family,  which  created  fufpicion  that  he  was  coun- 
tenanced by  the  French  minifter,  who  thereby  intended  to* 
put  the  queen-mother  and  the  princes  out  of  all  condition  of 
^ppqrting  an  oppofition.    It  was  bcftdes  reported,  poffiWy  by 
'    the  imperial  and  Saxon  minrfters,  that  ke  had  pronrifed  the 
'    troops  all  their  arrears,   befides    large  gratuities,    protidieft 
they  would  countenance  and  efpoufe  his  defigns.    However, 
the  mifcondu(9:  of  the  proud  Baronowskiy  and  forae  fortunate 
accidenfs,  overturned  the  projeft  formed'  by  Poiignac^    and 
'    ci)tirelycrumed  the  rebellion;  Thefena-te,  unable  to  (Hop  their  , 

'    ravages,  had  fet  on  foot  a  new  conference  at  Leopold^  at  which 

Bnronowski  confen ted  ks  before,  that commiflaries  fhould attend,  efy^  cwiU^ 
\     Here  the  cbmmiffioners  of  the  republic  conduced  themfelves  ^^^^^  ^j^ 
'     with  fuch  dexterity ,Thatthe  military  coninrifiaries  were  drawn  ih  rny  reduced 
to  fign  a  treaty, .  notwithflanding  the  endeavours  of  their  giene^-  to  fubmij^ 
ral  to  traverfe  the  negotiation.     Incenfed  at  their  condud  h&fion. 
condemned  them  to  death,  and  by  this  infolent  tyrannicalr  a6l  ^ 
of  power  alienated  the  afj^ftions  of  the  fold iers,- and  paved 
the  way  for  tbe  fpirited  meafures  uppn  which  the  fcpate  wa»   « 

■     '     '  '        «  Au^;  dtat.  iUidi  .       ,    . 
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^tcring.^  The  coaimiiTaries  of  the  republic  interceded  (W 
the  delinquents,  and  procured  a  refpite  of  the  fentence  by  re^ 
newing  the  conferences  at  the  caftlc  of  Samber^  where  the 
mutineer-chief  eftabliftied  his  head  quarters.  Bydintoffub* 
ornation  Baronowski  direded  the  new  negotiation  at  bis 
pleafure,  and  obtained  a  refolution  of  the  whole  army  againft 
any  renewal  of  the  conferences.  Immediately  after  he  pub. 
li(hed  a  defence  of  his  condu^,  or  rather  a  libel  upon  the  f&* 
nate ;  but  this  proved  the  ruin  of  all  his  projeds.  All  meir 
were  fenfible  that  he  puflied  his  ambition  to  ati  extreme  dan- 
gerous to  the  conftitution.  The  fenators  aiTembled  at  Li- 
poid had  the  courage  to  declare  him  a  traitor^  and  the  whole 
body  of  the  confederates  rebels  and  enemies  to  their  country. 
'  Rigour  effected  what  had  long  foiled  all^lenient  applications. 
More  than  half  the  troops  deferted  the  confederacy,  and  Ba* 
rpmwski  had  fo  little  confidence  in  the  fteadinefs  of  the  re* 
mainder,  that  he  endeavoured  to  make  a  meri^t  of  the  necef* 
iity  of  his  affairs,  and  procure  pardon  before  he  was  aban« 
doned  by  all  his  forces.  Accordingly  he  offered  his  fubmif- 
fion$  threw  himfelf  upon  the  clemency  of  the  fenate,  and 
would  have  met  with  his  juft  reward,  had  not  JaUownsikif 
who  had  difcretionary  powers,  interpofed.  Many  were  for 
.  jMitting  him  immediately  to  death,  as  an  example  of  the  au- 
thority and  juftice  of  the  fenate,  neceiTary  to  the  tranquillity 
of  the  ftate,  and  effential  to  the  fupp^rt  of  good  governmeoc* 
The  crown-general  however  overr ruled  all  violent  refolutionSy 
declared  the  pardon  granted  to  the  confederates,  and  pledged 
his  honour  that  they  might  repair  in  perfe^  fecurity  to  £^^ 
p0ld.  They  embraced  the  offer,  appeared  with  Baronowski  be- 
fore the  tribunal  eftabliflied  by  Jablowmsku  and  waOied  out 
the  ftains  of  rebellion  by  tears  and  a  hearty  contrition:  The 
proud  Baronowski  now  difplayed  the  utmofl  meannefs,  kiffed 
the  hands  and  feet  of  his  judge,  and  (hewed  by  his  fervi- 
Iity  how  little  he  merited  the  comp^ffion  that  extended  to 
the  prefervation  of  his  life  and  fortune. 
*  No  fooner  was  the  republic  reflored  to  peace  by  the  fub* 
The  final  miffion  of  the  confederated  army,  than  frefh  caufes  of  dlA 
igStf^f^^-fention  arofe.  The  day  now  was  arrived  for  the  meeting  of 
*^  ^^'the  final  diet  of  eleSion,  when  alj  parties  agreed  on  the 
^^*  neceffity  of  giving  the  kingdom  a  fovereign,  and  terminating 
the  authority  of  the  archbifhop,  who  was  accufed  of  (hiftlog 
and  temporizing,  in  a  manner  unworthy  of  his  facred  func- 
tion, and  the  dignity  of  his  employment.  On*  the  fifteenth 
of  May  the  diet  met,  and  the  firft  day  was  confumed  in  for* 
HUlities,  the  ele&ioii  of  a  marechal  having  been  deferred  to 
the  day  following,  on  account  of  the  difficulties  that  wA 
arife  from  the  mwtiplictty  of  candidafbs  for  that  office.   /&- 
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ThUhtfii  urged  his  pretenfions,  arifing  from  his  having  been 
appointtd  inarechal  to  the  preliminary  diet ;    but  this  ?rga* 
ment  w^s  over-ruled.  The  prefent  afiembly  was  compofcd  o^ 
different  deputies  from   the  former;    and  by  the  fame  rule 
the  fpeaker  a\u&  be  changed,  or  at  leaft  placed  upon  a  foot- 
ing with  the  other  candidates  :    however,  the  palatines  joined 
in  requefling  that  he  might  continue   in  that  pfiice  until 
anotber  marechal  was  eleded,  which  was  accordingly  grant* 
cdy  in  order  that  the  aflembly  might  proceed  to  bufiners  with 
more  negularity.     Son^e  debates*  which  arofe  on  a  motion 
that  inquiry  ihould  be  made  into  the  caufes  of  the,  late  con- 
federacy of  the  army,  occafioned  an  adjournment  to  the  nine- 
teenth, when  the  fubjed  of  eleding  a  marechal  was  refumed, 
and  difputed  with  great  warmth  and  animofity*    It  was  now 
the  turn  of  Great  Poland  to  give  the  ailembly  a  fpeaker,  and 
accordingly  this  province  fupported  the  inter^ft  oiOdolattow^ 
sJtiy  ilaroft^^eneral  of  Great  Poland.    He  was  oppofed  by  the 
French  |)arty,  in  which  appeared  eight  candicfates,  who  had 
more  trouble  to  reconcile  their  feveral  interefts  than  would 
have  been  fufficient  to  have  excluded  their  adverfaries.    Be* 
ildesy  a  par^y  propofed  continuing  Humienisii^  thpugh  this  was 
generally  fuppofed  to  be  a  violation  of  the  conftitution.    Count 
Bie^nsH  was  favoured  above  all  the  competitors  by  the  abbe 
Pdignacy  bdcaufe  be  was  knpwn  to  be  entirely  devoted  to  the 
intereft  of  France y  on  account  of  his  pofieffing  a  great  eftate  ii\ 
that  country,  and  carrying  the  daughter  of  count  iK^^f/?^, 
who  had  great  influence  over  hi&  condud.  The  abbe  managed 
the  affair  with  fo  much  addreis,  that  he  at  laft  united  the 
firength  of  the  whole  French  fadion  to  fupport  this  gende** 
man,  and  then  the  difpute  lay  chiefly  between  the  tount  and 
Odolatmvski.    It  became  violent  in  proportion  as  it  was  con^ 
ti-adted  to  a  point :    Great  Poland  \n^\Red  upon  its  right,  aa4 
the  French  party  were  equally  attached  to  their  intereft;  both 
fides  were  fo  tenacious  of  their  opinions,  that  it  was  found 
necefiary  to  defer  the  election.    At  laft  the  fuffrages  were 
given  by  the  pcfpolite^  every  gentleman  in  turn  putting  &e  name    > 
of  the  candidaite  he  efpoufed  into  the, hands  of  HumienisJtU 
by  which  it  appeared,  on  a  fcrutiny,  that  Bielfnsii  had  a  ma- 
jority, and  upon  this  he  was  immediately  proclaimed  mare- 
chal, after  a  whole  month  had  been  fpenl^.  in  fruitlefs  alter- 
cations.  ^r<2ffr^  triumphed  in  gaining  this  point,  as  the  marC'^ 
chal  has  always  been  regarded  of  the  greateft  importance  ia 
determining  controverfies  before  this  aflembly, 

.It  was  now  that  the  crown  was  openly  put  up  to  fale, 
and  the  zSts  of  corruption  were  pra£Ufed  in  the  moft  glaring  Corrs^tim^ 
uid  bamcful  manner  by  the  candidate  for  the  fovereign  dig-  ^/  !^ 
3  nity.^^^^'-^ 
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nity.  The  pretenders  bid  to  a  degrae  of  extfavqgaace;  iMt 
the  etedors  were  too  numetom  and  too  avaritioa»  to  be  fidl]^ 
gratified.  The  two  great  parties  had  calculated  dieir  ftntogtb, 
tl)e  one  endea^uring  to  ioipfove  the  late  advantage,  and  the 
other  ftriving  to  ftrengthen  themfelves  and  dejprive  the  edC' 
my  of  the  fruits  of  their  viflory.  Both  were  fo  powerful, 
that  all  men  dreaded  a  double  ele£lion  ;  and  it  wae  propofed 
in  the  ailembly  that  the  marechal  ftould  not  deliver  tbedi^ 
p^bma  to  either  party,  without  the  confent  of  the  republic 
What  Hkewiib  contributed  ta  render  the  difptite  more  equl 
wa&  the  talents  of  the  agents  enrployed.  Plermng^  the  mi' 
,  nifleff  of  Saxony^  was  artful,  canning,  plaufibte,  and  liberallf 
iiipported  with  money,  by  which  be  dai^y  augmfeneed  his  fee- 
ttoft;  Porrgnac^2R^t({\x^rAi  elegant,  liberal  in  his  mannos, 
irrefiftible  in  his  addrefs,  and  foremoft  in  hi»  applicatiat 
He  was  not  h  well  fuppKed  wfth  money ;  but  he  M 
ferwed  bis  party  before  the  arrival  of  his  adveriary.  Tit 
c?a!(tellan  of  Culm  laboured  to  break  thij  intereft ;  alid,  per- 
ceiving that  the  palatine  of  U^tlm  fki£hiated,  he  endeavourof 
to- fix  him  on.  the  fide  of  AugaftttSy  by  reprefentfiig  that  ita 
dcAor  df  Saxony  performed  all  his  engagements,  while  int 
^^ocvrt  of  Verfailks  gave  only  fair  wx>rd9,  vv^ch  werfe  fwgotat 
feon-  ad  a  pomr  was  gamed.  This  led  tty  an-  inqurry  into 
fofls,  frt>m  whence  it  appeared-  that  F$tigHac  Wab  totally  dc* 
flitute  of  money,  anrf  diat  attachment  fo  his  peifdn  alone 
had  hitherto  kept  fiis  party  fteady  and  unanimous.  Such  a 
difeovery  couM  rnn  but  be  produ£Hve  of  advantage  to  tfic 
Saxon  minifler,  whoft  coffcis  were  as  full  as  bis  hand  waf 
Itberah  Compl^iifJ  were  puMifhed  againft*  the  foilure  of /^ 
7^«ff^s  pfomtfts';  but  he  answered  them  (bwdf,  and  gafvtf 
ftieh^  affiii;^nees  that  fiipplies  o^  money  would  arrive  at  £W- 
Atck  before  the  day  of  dediow,  a*  broke  the  feh<^mes  of  hi 
adrcrfapie^.  The  palatine  of  ff^^ttt  was  again  bttmght  hack 
to'  the  pritTce  of  ContP's  party;  juft  as  he  was  on  the  brink  rf 
defcnrng  it,  and  he  joined  in  an  oath,  taken  by  t*ie  primate 
0nd  4vm(  noblemen,  of  aiAmtting  no  other  nomination,  b 
ocwfequehcc  of  this  aflbciation,  expreflfesh  were  dr^atcbed  fci ' 
France  to  haftm  the  princeV  arriiral,  at'  hfis  aMbnte  provri 
the  gpeateft  dfetTirticnt  ta  hisaflFairs. 
hvtrigues  FLEMING  oppoftd  his  «moft  ability  to*  faifefte  * 
tf  the  par-  defigrts  of  the  French  xciv&MeT^  whofe  talent*  he itf^fltedairi 
ties.  dVfeikded.      He  jifdkrbufly  diftriboted  large  foms-aWiortg  th^ 

nobility,  by  whith  be  daifjf  made  eotorerts*.    Such  piwrf^  ^ 
,  tiVe  re^itJde  and(  juflice  of  Ms  ca<i(c  were  toa  powerfid  to 
.    be  reftfted  fey  the  candW  Pokff,  who  iffiade  no-  fcrtipl^  ^  ^ 
hntjuiliiif)g  chat  party  which-  the/ regarded  ass  •oonqecred  hf 
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1kit{t  beilelieial  folid  arguments.  This  minifter's  fteadihe/s, 
^  fupported  by  a£tiial  performances  of  all  bis  engagements^ 
laid  the  foundation  of  bis  noafter's  fucceis.  He  faw  that  the 
arrival  of  the  prince  of  C^/i^i  would  be  able  flill  to  maintain 
a  powerful  party,  whicli  would  oblige  the.  republic  to  cad 
her  eyes  on  a  third  candidate.;  and  he  levelled  all  bis  bat* 
teries  to  make  an  advantage  of  fuch  a  fltuation.  Once  Ae 
prince  of  Conti  was  abandoned^  it  would,  he  conceived,  be 
^  no  difficult  matter  to  gain  over  niany  of  his  partifans,  who 
might  think  themfelves  at  liberty  to  join  him,  as  they  were 
abfolved  from  their  promifes  to  the  court  of  Verfailles. 

It  was  on  the  twentieth  of  Juru  that  audience  was  given  to   ^ 
the  foreign  ambafiadors,  and  firft  to  the  pope's  nuncio,  as  bad  Foreign 
always  l^n  cuftomary*    This  prelate  took  not  the  leaft  no-  amhajjh^ 
tice  of  the  pretenfions  of  the  Italian  candidate ;  but  confined  dors  ba*^i 
himfelf  wholly  to  recommend  a  Catholic  king,  and  bar-  audunu* 
mony  among  the  deputies.     Next  day  the  emperor's  ambafla- 
dor  was  admitted  to  an  audience,  after  having  fuftained  a  va- 
riety of  indimities  from  the  Fnmh  fadbn,  owing  to  the 
ignorance  of  bis  rednue,  in  points  of  ceremonial,  which  obli- 
ged the  marechal  to  declare,  that  unleis  they  paid  more  re- 
gard to  form,  hejwould  give  orders  they  fhould  be  cut  vx 
pieces  (A).     Another  mortification  was  fuftained  the  mo-         / 
ment  he  entered  th^  a(}embly.     On  delivering  his  inftruc- 
lions  to  the  grand   fecretary  of  the  crown,  it  was  obferved 
that  the  title  of  Sertne^  which  the  republic  always  aflumed^ 
was  omitted  ;  but  the  confequent  difficulties  were  removed  by  . 
the  prelate's  offering  tp  make  his  apology  in  full  diet.  The(e 
were  but  preludes  to  the  farther  vexations  he  was  about  to 
encounter.    His  train  furrounded  htm  fo  clofely  that  he  could 
not.be  feen,  which  gave  offence:    they  were  defired  to  re- 
move to  a  greater  difiance  *,    but  they  chofe  to  lie  down  on 
the  ground,  for  which  the  ambafiador  was  reprimanded  by 
the  marechal.    In  his   fpeech  he  omitted  certain  phrafes  of 
honour  and  compliment  which  the  republic  thought  due  to 
her,  and  this  furniflfed  the  emiifaries  of  France  with  frequent 
opportunities  of  rudely  interrupting  the  biOiop,  who  went  oh 

(A)    The  bifhop  of  [Pafau  at  Watfaro),     They  met  with 

came  VRioP<dand^  attended  only  fome  infnlts  from  the  popuUcei 

by  a  few  gentlemen ;   but  find-  which  occafioned  their  rttrxound-^ 

lag  it  necefiary  to  fa>pport  the  ing  their  mailer  vnth  their  na« 

dignicy  of  the  iidperial  court,  ked  fwords.     This  was  the  in' 

£e  took  into  his  fervice  a  great  decorum  of  which  the  marechal 

sumberof  G^r/«4»i  who  refided  complained. 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol..  XXXIV.  T  ia 
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hi  his  own  way,  without  altering  an  expreffion,  tfaioOgHbe 
was  fo  incenfed  at  their  behaviour  that  he  glowed  with  indig- 
nation,  the  blood  rufhing  from  his  noilrils.  On  the  twenty- 
fecond,  audience  was  given  to  the  abbe  Pfilignac ;  and  the  op- 
pofite  party  determined  to  revenge  themfelves  for  the  infalts 
paffed  on  the  imperial  minifter.  The  ftarofl  o(Olzien  plainly 
told  him,  "  You  have  affronted  an  ambaffador:  expeSt  rc- 
**  tribution,"  which  determined  the  abbe  to  print  the  fpeecb 
he  intended  to  pronounce,  and  diftrrbute  it,  figned  with  bis 
hand,  to  the  palatines  and  other  ele£l;oFs. 

It  was  foon  after  this  tranfa£)iion  that  the  council  fent  a 
detachment  to  the  abbe,  to  requeft  he  would  ufe  his  endea-  , 
vours  to  prevent  a  double  election,  which  td  them  appeared 
unavoidable,  except  by  the  prince  of  C^»/i's  reflgning  the 
.crown  to  the  elector  of  Saxony j  on  that  prince's  undertaking 
to  reimburfe  the  <:ourt  of  VerfailUs  in  all  the.  expences,  an 
acknowledgment  that  he  owed'the  crown  to  the  French  mo-  . 
narch.  This  expedient  was  not  relifhed  by  PoUgnac :  he  at- 
tended the  deputies  to  the  fenate,*  and  there  demonftrated  with 
all  the  force  of  his  elocution  the  danger  that  woi^ld  enfue  ta 
their  liberties  from  placing  a  German  prince  on  the  throne. 
He  reprefented  the  aflurances^  he  had  of  being  fupported  at 
the  election  by  a  powerful  body  of  nobility  ;  he  repeated  all 
that  he  had  before  advanced,  relative  to  the  eharader  and 
fuperior  merit  of  the  prince  of  Conti ;  and  he  concluded,  that 
fhould  that  prince  be  difappointed,  his  party  had  detefmined 
to  join  the  intcrcft  of  prince  yames^  and  both  might  proba- 
bly be  able  to  carry  the  crown  againft  ali  oppofition.  **,  Tis 
.  **  he,  faid  the  abbe,  (ball  afqend  the  throne  which  religion, 
••  the  fecurity  of  your  liberty,  and  the  honour  of  France  vf'iW 
*'  not.  fufFer  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  ele£lor  of  Saxony^  a  dif-  . 
•*  guifed  Proteftant,  and  an  acknowledged  German.'*  His 
difcourfe  made  an  impreflion,  apd  the  whole  fenate  deter- . 
mined  to  adhere  to  his  intereft,  except  the  palatine  of  Wi- 
iefp  and  the  caffellan  of  CzerkoWy  who  had  been  gained  over 
7'hep4trtv  '^y  ^^^  liberality  of  Auguflus  and  his  agent  Fleming,  The 
0/ Saxony  example  of  thefe  noblemen  was  followed  by  Potoski^  palatine 
encreafa,  ^^  Cracow  ^  who  fir  ft  offered  his  fervices  to  Polignac  for  a  cer- 
tain fom.  of  money  ;  but  finding  the  French  ambaffa,dor  was 
in  no  condition  to  accept  his  terms,  he  went  over  with  all 
his  adherents  to  the  jeledor  of  Saxony,  and  received  the  funi. 
h«  ftipulated.  The  want  of  money,  indeed,  proved  the, 
greateft  detriment  to  the  French  party,  who  lofl  a  great  num- 
ber of  nobility  becauffe  they  could  not  advance  th^  fums  re- 
quired. Jablownoikiy  the  grand-general  of  the  crown,  de- 
clared in  favour  of  the  eleQor,  for  no  other  reafori  than  bc- 
;  *  caufe 
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Caufe  his  cofFers  were  better  filled  than  thofe  of  the  prince 
of  Conti,  PoUgnac  faw  the  continual  defertion  ;  he  knew  - 
his  danger,  and  exerted  all "  his  ability  to  break  the  fchcmes 
of  the  adverfe  party ;  but  the  ele£lor's  money  proved  too 
powerful  for  his  addrefs  and  eloquence  :  however,  he  ftill 
maintained  his  ground,  and  even  appeared  formidable  at  the 
period  when  the  time  limited  for  the  fitting  of  the  diet  was  * 
almoft  expired. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  dayofyaw^all  the  nobility,  exceed- 7-^^  po/l 
ing  an  hundred  thoufand  perfons,  aflembled  on  the  plains  of  polite /?/! 
Warfaw^  each  palatinate  being  divided  into  companies  un- /emble  in 
der  their  proper  ftandards,  and  all  the  elefiors  mounted  on /;^^/<A/- 
horfes,  and  armed  with  lances  and  fcythes,  that  you  would 
have  taken  ^them  for  a  v^ft  aflembly  of  reapers.     In  their 
countenance  hOwevei:  was  an  air  of  ferocious  dignity  and  im- 
|x>rtance,    that  denoted  their  confcquence,    and  the  power^ 
they  poflefled  of  beftdwing  the  regal  dignity.     It  is  cuftomary 
on  this  occafion  for  the  fenators  to  harangue  their  feveral  pa- 
latinates, and  to  recommend  a  due  regard  to  the  laws  of  the 
conftitution.     The  bifliop  of  Plosko  begun    his  harangue^ 
but  had  not  finiflied  it,  when  the  nobility  of  his  palatinate 
cried  out,  *^  Long  live  Conii^*  which  was  ecchoed  back  by 
the  palatinates  of  Siradia^  Rava^  and  the  three  diftin6i  govern- 
ments of  Prufjia.     The  eledlion  was  on  the  point  of  being 
anticipated  \  apd  unleis  the  caftellan  of  Culm  had  exerted  him- 
felf  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  at  the  hazard' of  his  life, 
the  prince  of  Conii  muft  have  been  eleSed  king  of  Poland  ': 
but  that  noblem^  protefted  againft  all  that  had  been  done, 
inveighed   bitterly  againft  the  proceedings  of  the  bifliop  of 
Ploskoj  and  the  heads  of  the  oppofite  party,  as  a  violation 
of  the  conftitution,  and  procured  that  the  nomination  Ihould 
he  deferred  to  the  next  day,  by  which  time  he  muftered  up 
his  ftrength,  and  infufed  fpirit  into  his  party.    Mean  time  both 
parties  phiyed  every  engine  of  intrigue  and  calumny ;    thf 
French  party  vilifiea  the  elector  as  a  pretended  apoftate  ;  and 
Fleming  and  the  caftellan  of  Culm  ufed  their  utmoft  influence 
with  the  pope's  nuncio  to  confirm  the  certificate  of  his  con- 
verfion  ;   and  though  the  enemy  feenried  to  prevail  that  night, 
yet  they  carried  their  point  next  morning.     It  has  been  (up- 
pofed,  with  great  probability,  that,  the   nuncio  was  gained 
over  by  Saxon  gold,  though  he  was  under  the  utmoft  dread 
of  difobliging  the  court  of  Verfailles, 

The  twcnty-fixth  the-  affcmbly  met  early  in  the  church  of 
St»yohn*Sf  when,  after  mafs  had  been  celebrated,  the  cardi- 
nal primate  made  a  fpeech,  in  which  he  drew  the  pidure  of 
fuch  a  prince  as  the  circumftances  of  iP<?/tf;?i  required,  and 
'  T  2  evidently' 
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evidently  defcribed  the  prince  of  Ctf»//;  after  which*  he  no- 
minated the  feveral  candidates,  artfully  placing  the  eleftor  of 
Sa:)^ony  laft,  as  if  he  had  beeh  forgot.  **  We  ought  not, 
«  faid  he,  to  neol^ft  the  German  prince,  though  he  be  ala- 
•*  iheran ;  the  laws  require  we  fliould  mention  him,  and  I 
«*  fwear  that  I  will  not  proclaim  any  candidate  who  has  not 
"  the  unanimous  fufFrages  of  the  nobility,  unlefs  he  be  dc- 
'*  ferving  of  the  throne  ;  but  I  conjure  you  not  to  caft  your 
**  eyes  upon  any  fubje£l:s  of  the  republic,  unlefs  their  virtues 
*'  be  very  confpicuous."  He  was  proceeding  in  his  harangue, 
when  the  ecclcfiaftical  and  fecular  fenalors  quitted  their  feats 
to  put  Ihemfelves  at  the  head  of  their  palatinates,  and  there 
only  lemained  in  the  fczopa  the  primate  and  marechal,  who 
received  difpatches,  and  tranfmitted  the  neceflary  orders  to  the 
field  of  election.  As  foon  as  they  were  mounted,  all  were 
aftonifhed  to  hear  three  companies  of  the  palatinate  of  Cra* 
cdw  cry  out,  **  Long  live  prince  yames**  The  royal  intercft 
had  been  entirely  given  up,  and  it  was  matter  of  aftonifhment 
to  fee  it  now  revive  without  any  apparent  caufe.  -Thcfewerc 
ftppoi'ted  by  a  company  of  Pofnania^  who  like  wife  declared  in 
a  faint  voice  for  the  prince  j  upon  which  the  three  feoiainihg 
companies  of  Cracoixjy  and  the  five  remaining  of  Pefnania^ 
proclaimed  the  prince  of  Conti  with  loud  acclamations. 

This  party  had  found  means  to  fpread  a  report,  that  the 
pope's  nuncio  had  refufed  to  atteft  the  elefto'r  of  Saxoivft 
converfion,  which  raifed  fuch  doubts,  that  at  firft  he  was  no- 
minated only  by  one  company  o^  Samogitia ;  but  the  caftellan 
of  Culm^  producing  the  attefiation  in  the  field,  fooq  cncreafed 
the  number  of  voters,  and  approached  almofl  to  an  equality 
with  the  Contf  party.  The  princes  of  Newhurg  and  Lor- 
raine had  their  efpoufers,  and  Don  Livio  Odefcbalchi^  who  was 
lately  feverely  lampooned,  had  his  advocates  in  the  aflembly; 
but  the  great  ftruggle  was  maintained  by  the  French  and  Saxon 
divifions.  Confufion  fucceeded  to  the  heat  of  fa&ion  ;  and 
V  as  it  was  found  impoffible  to  take  the  votes,  the  primat^ 
propofed  that  the  voteis  for  Conti  (hould  range  themfelves  in 
a  line  upon  one  fide,  and  thofe  for  the  eleSor  on  the  op- 
pofite  part  of  the  field.  Immediately  the  propofal  was  em- 
braced, and  fo  great  a  number  of  companies  drew  up  on 
the  French  fide  as  greatly  alarnjed  the  Saxons^  who  troubled 
their  diligence,  but  could  not  equal  their  adverfaries  in  num- 
ber. The  French  intereft,  perceiving  their  fuperiority,  infifled 
The  elec-  "pon  the  primate's  proclaiming  the  prince  of  Centi ;  but  the 
iion  iiefer-  ftifFnefs  of  the  oppofite  party,  and  the  fear  of  bbodOied, 
red.  made  him  defer  it,  and  flip  this  opportunity  as  he  had  done 

a  former.    Befides,  he  had  juil  received  a  letter  from  the 
•  3  bi/bop 


^c  Hifiory  ^  Poland.  J77 

^ifliop  Df .Ci<;Wt/0,  itt  which  tb«  pr«la4e  4eclar€d,  that  Ihould 
the  prince  of  Cin/i  bejR«n)inated,  he  would  join  the  iqtereft 
pf  Saxpny  with  forty  companies.  This  menace  flill  more 
perplexed  the  primate,  and  determined  him  at  length  to  poft-  • 
pone  the  proclamatioti  lill  next  day  ;  an  overfight^of  which  the 
bppofite  paVty  did  not  Pail  to  make  an  advantage.  By  dint 
of  maney  and  intrigue  Fkming^  the  imperial  minifter,  and  the 
cafteljan  of  Culm^  united  all  the  ffuall  parties,  who  had  de- 
clared in  behalf  of  othfr  coippetttors,  in  the  eiedor's  inte- 
reft,  ^hicb,  with  the  bifliop  of  Cujaimh  party,  fet  him  again 
pr^ty  near  an  equality  with  Conti's  party  j  but  Polignac  ba- 
lanced this  advantage  by  prevailing  upon  the  primate  to  prgn 
cialm  the  prince  of  Conti^  which  be  did  in  the  ufual  form^ 
after  much  hefitationi  dedaring  Lewis  de  Bourbm  king  of 
Poland^  and  grand  duke  of  Z/r/wi?«/i:?.  He  then  repaired  to 
the  great  church  of  ft.  ^ohrf^  to  fing  Te  Deum  ;  and  the  bi- 
fliop of  Cujaiva  took  that  opportunity  of  proclaiming  Frede* 
rUk'jiiig^ftu^  with  the  fame  formalities,  finging  likewife  l^i 
Deum  in  -^he  field  of  election,  and  next  morning  celebrating  Jane  27; 
it  vi^ijh  more  pomp  in  the  church  of  ft.  y<7Z?«'s,  an4  adminift  A  double 
tring  thejpath  for  pbferving  ibe  pa^O:  conventa  to  count  FUm*.  eUjiion. 
ingy  in  the  rraifte  of  his-mafter  the  eie<9of>      .  j 

It  is  remarkable  that  ndther  party  obferved  thie .  fonxv) 
prefcribed  hj  the  eonftitution;  the  primatid  forgot  to  adtni^ 
nifter  the  fecratnent  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  arid  the  bifliop 
fecmed  ta  forget  that  it  was  neceflary  the  archbifiiop"ihouW 
ratify  hi3  nominatfon.  In  confequence  there  {^afled  confe- 
fences  between  the  twci  parties,  In  whith  it  Was^ propofed- 
io  obferve  the  laiws  of  the  kingdom,  which  require  tnat  nond 
of  the  competitors., flioui^  fet  foot  in  the  kingdom»till  after 
the  confirmation  ;•  but  this  was  refufed  by  the  friends  of  S^x- 
"knyi  wb^  depended  inuch  on  the  eleftor's  proximity,  ft  wa« 
then  oiijeaed  by  the  French  party,  that,  befide^  other  violas 
tionsof  the  conftitution  in  the  eledor's  ele£lion».  the  pcocla^ 
mation  was  not  made  properly  in  the  field,  therefore  the  * 
wholie  ceremony  vvas  void  j  but  this  the  bifhop  of  Cujaiva 
endeavoured  to  remedy  by  repeating  the  proclamation,  and 
toaking  a  frefli  offer  of  the  pa^a  eom)enta  to  tht  5axm  mi- 
nifter, which  the  reader  may  perufe,  in 'the  manner  it  was 
accepted^  in  the  margin  (A).    The  bifliop^i'  condtiift  gave 

♦  -  ■    -:         -  -.•....        '.    g^^^^ 

,    (A)  The  articles  fignediby  what  had  befen  prom i fed  by  ^/z- 

^onnt  Fleming  are  fo  frequently;  guflus  before   his  etei^ion,  that 

nientiohed  in  the  coupfe  qf  Uiis  we  thought  it "woulcl  be  necef- 

T^%n»  and  are  fo  different  from  (ary  to  tranfcribe  the  whole,  for 

•'  T  3,                                    the 
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great  offence  to  dcltcatc  confciences;   and  men,  who  had  no 
fcruple  about  felling  their*  country,  and  the  moft  flagrant  cor- 
ruption 


the  fatisf^ftion  of  the  curious, 
.  whp  are  defirous  of  tracing  the 
caufes  of  the  clamours  which 
afterwards  arofe  againft  the 
king's  government,  and  Flem- 
ing's adminiftration. 

Art.  L  The  republic  of  Po- 
land  fhall  preferve  the  privilege 
of  cleding  her  fovereign,  and 
the  crown. fhall  never  become 
hereditary. 

II.  No  kiijg  (ball  be  elefted, 
who  is  not  a  member  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church,  and  does 
pot  fwear  to  continue  in  that 
communion. 

III.  There  Ihall  be  a  tolera- 
tton  of   confcience   to  all  the 

■  futjefts  of  the  republic ;  and 
the  ftate  of  the  Greek  church 
§bal\  betaken  into  confideration 
at  the  coronacion-diet. 
'  IV.  No. money  ihall  be  de- 
ipandjsd,  or  ,prefgnt&  accepted 
from  theni ,  who  Ihall  foilich . 
great  offices  jn  .the  diipofal  of, 
the  ci'ovvn,  ^1..  '      " 

V.  The^ueen  fhall  not  in- 
termeddle with  public  affairs. 
'VI.  The  examples  oWlaJi- 
JlausW,  zvuHJohn-Hafimhi  fhaJl 
be  followed'  in  the  condfidl  -Of' 
mlitary  affairs.  ' .  . 

.  VH.  The  alliances  wath- fo-' 
reign  piiiwers  fhall  he  renewed, 
•  Vijil.  The  king  fhall  exert, 
bis  utmofl  endeavours  to  re- 
cover, the  t&/;iW,.,wid .  to  con- 
clude a  perpetual'  peace^  wjth 
ll^ufco'vy. 

iX  The  revenues  of  the  mint 
fhall  not  be  applied  to  t^ie  king's 
particular  advantage;  nor  fhall 
money  be  coined  without  the' 
^onfent  oif  the  republic. 
.    ^.   No  foreign  troops  fljall 


be  introduced  into  the  kingdom 
without  t:he  confent  of  the  re- 
public. 

XI.  Only  gentlemen  of  con- 
fiderable  property  fhall  be  cm- 
ployed  in  ambaiffics. 

XII.  No  perfon  (hall  be  ad* 
mitted  to  die  privileges  of  a 
-denizen,  who  hath  not  per- 
forjijed  extraordinary  fervic^?  to 
the  republic. 

♦Jflll.  No  perfon  fhall  be  ^ua- 

Ji£[ed  to  adminifler  in  the  king's 

hpufhold,   who  hath    not  becij 

^  highly  ferviceable  to  the  crown. 

XIV.  No  perfpn,  even  with 
the  approbation  of  the  fenate, 
fhall  enjoy  the  fmaller  revenues 
of  the  crown,  i^ithout  the  con- 
fen  t  of  the.  republici  by  which 
is  underflood  the  deputies  of  the 

; palatinates  affei^bl^  in  diet.    • 

XV,  Holding  two  confider? 
able  offices/ at  the.&me  time 

.  -fhall  be  d^e^ed  illegal  in/uturoi 

.but  tbofe  ,  who„  ^re  in  prefen^ 
polTeffion  of  two  fuch  employ- 
ments Ihall  be  coiitinued,  and 
enjoy  their    revenues    without 

•  any  diminution. 
<  X  VI.  The  ufuaU  method  of 
adminiftering  juftice    fhall   he 
trondnued  entire,   and  without 

'  alterations  r 

XVII.  When  Kamnieck  fhall 
be  retaken,  ,the  king  fhall  fortifj 
it  at  his  own  expence ;  but  the; 
republic  fhall  ever  aftf r  keep  i\ 
in  repair. 

•XVIII.  The  king's  court 
and  guard  fhall  he  compofed  of 
natives  of  Poland  and  Lithuania, 
^';;XlX. ''/The  fenate  fhall  be 
cbpfulted  in  the  choice  of  a 
confof  t  for  the  king  :  if  the 
quee^  be  a  foreigner  fhe  fhall 

m 
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luption^  took  fire  at  feeing  the  oath  adoiinjftered  to  a  Cahiniji  Di/putes 
ambafTador,  while  tb^  holy  facramerit  was  expofed.    Thty  about  the 
never  refledkd  on  the  violation  of  their  oath  committed  vthiXc  cenfirma- 
they  received  prefents,  and  feemed  to,  pay  a  veneration  only /*>»£/' /^^ 
to  the  exteriors  of  religion,  and  certain  forms  independent  on '^'^<^'''*' 
truth,  juftice,  and  virtue.     Sabres  were  drawn  upon  this  oc- 
ca£on  :  the  pope's  nuncio  blamed  the  bifhop ;  but  as  he  had 
been  gained  over  by  the  elciSor's  money,  he  did  not  pufli  his 
indignation  to  extremities,  or  carry  his  refpeA  for  religion  be* 
yond  the  bounds  of  prudence  and  his  own  intereft.    Certain  It 
is,  that  the  eleiStiqn  on  b^oth  fides  was  illegal ;  but  it  wa$  not 
to  be  decided   by  equity,    but  by  intrigue,  money,  or  the 
fword  :  and,  if  we  refer  to  the  accodnts  publiibed  at  that  time, 
it  will  be  difficult  to  difcover  which  party  a&ed  with  the  leaft 
candour ;  fo  hard  have  the  writers  on  both  fides  laboured  to 
difguife  the  truth,  and  wrell  circutnftances  to  their  own  ppr^ 
pofe.     Neither  party  too]^  any  concern  about  the  legality  of 


not  have  above  ^ix  foreigners 
about  her  court. 

XX.  Only  xke  Latin  and  P«- 
lijh  languages  fhall  be  illed  in 
the  king's  letters. 
'  XXI.  In  the  trials  called  poft 
curialia  the  laws  called  pa^a 
Henricea,  (hall  be  obferved,  and 
difficulties  ihall  be  folved  by  the 
opinion  pf  the  counfellors-aff. 
fefTors, 

XXn.  The  differences  which 
fubiift  fhall  be  concluded  with 
all  poflible  expedition. — Here 
folitnued  afecret  article* 

XXIir.  No  alteration  fhall  be 
made  in  the  cecpnomy  of  the 
king's  table. 

XXrV.  The  vacant  offices, 
when  the- diet  is  not  aflembled, 
fhall  be  filled  in  fix  weeks. 

XXV.  The  militia  fhall  be 
regulated  in  fuch  a  manner  at 
the  approaching  coronation, 
that  foreign  troops  will  be  un- 
necefTary  ;  aad  care  (hall  be 
taken  that  military  difciphne 
be  equally  obferved. 

XXVI.  Salt  fhall  be  taxed, 
and  diitributed  according  to  cu- 


fionti  in  all  the  palatinates. 

XXVII.  Every  gentleman 
fhall  be  exempted  from  paying 
the  duty  upon  fait,  and  have 
free  pofTeffibn  of  the  niines  upon 
his  eflate. 

JfXVIII.  Regales y  or  certain 
fiefs  held  of  the  crown,  fhall 
be  re-eftablifhcd  in  thofe  places 
where  they  have  been  abblifhed. 

XXIX.  All  the  privileges  of 
the  univerfity  of  Cracorwy  and 
other  cities,  as  well  ecclefiafli- 
cal  as  fecular;  and  afl  articles 
agreed  upon  oath  at  the  coro- 
nation of  the  kings  Henry y  Ste* 
pheriy  Bigifmundy  UladiJlauSyJohn^ 
Cafimir,  and  others,  fhall  be  rcr 
newed  in  this  cleftion,;  and  in 
cafe  of  violation,  the  inhabitants 
of  Poland  SLiid  Lithuania  fhall  be 
abfolved  from  all  obedience.-^ 
We  fhall  fee  in  courfe  of  our 
narration  the  complaints  made 
by  the  Poles  of  the  little  regard 
paid  by  the  elcdlor  to  thefe  ar- 
ticles, which  became  the  fource 
of  manifold  misfortunes  to  him- 
felf  and  to  th?  republic. 


T4 


their 
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their  mearures :  they  only  iluSied  to  avoid  calumny,  al  far  at 
it  affected  their  intereft,  and  to  carry  their  point  by  anymesms 
in  their  power.  Conferences  were  let  on  foot  to  determine  to 
which  of  the  competitors  the  crown  (faould  be  given ;  but  at 
neither  relaxed  in  any  part  of  their  claims,  the  matter  be- 
came every  day  more  embarraffed.  The  primate  propofed  to 
refer  the  decifion  of  differences  to  another  diet ;  but  he  was 
over- ruled :  upon  which  he  wrote  to  the  eleftor  of  Saxony^ 
that  the  diet,  with  almoft  unanimous  confent,  had  eleded  the 
prince  of  Contj ;  he  therefore  requefted  of  him  to  r^linquifli 
his  claim,  and  thereby  reftore  peace  k>  F(?A?«^.  The  cledor 
paid  little  regard  to  this  requelh  he  even  refufed  to  receive 
the  letter,  becaufe  he  had  not  been  faluted  by  the  title  of  his 
jnajefty.  He  then  turned  his  views  to  the  courts  of  ^/Wa 
and  Berlin :  he  wrpie  to  the  emperor  and  the  ^le^or  of  Bran- 
denburg i  but  met  with  little  encouragement  from  cither. 
Failing  in  all  his  projeds,  he  moved  that  there  fhoutd  be  a 
frefli  ele<El:ion,  as  the  only  method  of  untying  thofe  knots, 
which  were  only  drawn  harder  by  their  tampering ;  and  thofe 
who  had  hitherto  remained  neutral,  or  expe£ted  to  make  ftir«» 
ther  advantage  of  their  votes,  readily  clofed  with  the  propofal ; 

V  but  the  expedient  being  violently  oppofed  by  all  the  Saxon  par- 
ty, the  diet  broke  up  on  the  eleventh  day  of  Jufy^  without 
coming  to  any  refolution. 

After  this  diflblution  of  the  diet,  the  whole  kingdom  was 
divided,  and  different  provinces  were  under  the  government  of 
different  fovereigns.  Wherever  the  prince  of  Cwti  was. acknow- 
ledged, all  public  bufmefswas  tranfaded  in  his  name  rand 

.  the  fame  meafurcs  were  purfued  by  the  oppofke  party.    When 
,    the  primate  fummoned  a  diet  of  confirmation  to  ailemble  on 

'  the  twenty-ftxth  of  Auguji^  the  bifliop  of  Qujaiva  iiCied  writs 
for  another  diet  to  meet  on  the  fifteenth  of  September  for  the 
eledor's  confirmation.     Mutual  proteffs  w^re  publjfhed,  and 

'  bitter  pafquinades  ftuck  up,  in  every  public  place  in  Poland\ 
but  the  delays  on  the  fide  qf  the  prince  of  Conti  brought  daily 
advantage^  to  his  rival*  His  friends  cooled  in  their  ardor,  in 
confeque,nce  of  the  dilatory  proceedings  of  the  court  of  Vef" 

y  failles  $  and  great  numbers  were  intirely  weaned  from  their  at- 
tachment by  the  magic  powers  of  the  eledor's  money.'  Some 
miftakes,  committed  by  the  couriers  difpatched  by  the  abbe  ie 
Polignac,  increafed  the  evil  j  and  the  difference  muftiave  im- 
mediately^een  decided  in  favour  of  Augujlus^  but  for  the  ex- 
traordinary abilities  of  M.  Polignac  and  ChaUauneuf  who  aqi? 
^  mated  and  fupported  the  French  party  under  every  di  fad  van- 

'    Itage.     It  feafonably  happened,  to  alSft  their  endeavours,  that 
V    the  iparqul$  of  Branienburgy  preffed  by  the  primate's  repeated 

'  Jef- 


Ictter^^  at  length  offecd  his  mediation,  which  was  accepted  The  elisor 
by  both  parties.     The  Frmch  intereft  wanted  to  gain  tittie,*^Bran- 
which  they  hoped  this  n^otiation  would  procure ;  and  the  denburg 
Saxon  fadtion  imagined  they  would  find  a  partial  friend  in  the  offers  his 
umpire.     Such  were  the  motives  of  both,  and  in  confequence  mediatioH, 
a  conference  was  agreed  upon.     Here  the  eletS^oral  ambafla- 
dor  demanded,  that  the  writs  iflTued  for  the  diet  of  confirma- 
tion ihould  be  revoked ;  or,  if  that  was  thought  unreafonable, 
that  the  primate  (hould  jKuninate.  the  eledlor,  inftead  of  the 
prince  of  ContL     In  the  next  place  it  was^  required,  that  petty 
diets  Oiould  be  afliembied  previous  to  the  general  diet.     Upon 
t^iefe, conditions   the  eleftor  confented   not   to  receive  the 
crown  from  the  hands  of  the  bifhop  of  Cujaiva  \  but  to  date 
his  ele£^ion  only  from  the  day  it  iliould  be  confirmed  by  the 
diet ;  tp  (ign  fuch  additional  articles  to  the  pa^a  convmki  as 
fliould  be  deemed  neceflary ;  and  to  pay,  in  ready  fpecic,  to 
the  chiefs  and  lords  of  the  oppoiite  party,  th^  fum  of  nine 
hundred  thoufand  crowns. 

To  this  propofal  the  primate  delivered  an  anfwer  in  writing, 
profeiling  his  refpe£t  for  the  eled:or's  perfon  and  naerit ;  but 
declaring  the  aversion  of  his  whole  party  for  his  religious  pen^* 
ftiafions.  He  affirmed,  that,  to  a.man«  th^y  were  ready  to 
jBied  their  blood  in  defence  of  their  liberty  and  religioa;.  and' 
that  chufing  a  Proteftant  would  -be  a  dired  violation  of  .tbcr 
]atter,  and  would  neceflaiily  pave  the  way  to  the  fubverfton 
of  the  former.  He  then  reprefented  the  obligation  that^aot 
only  the  king  but  the  queen  confort  (hould  embrace  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  before  their  confirmation,  on  pain  of  having 
thc-eleftion  declared  void ;  but  it  was  not  fo  much  as*:  pre- 
tended that  the  ele£lrcfs  had  abjured  herefy,  and  therefore  he 
coold  not  in  confcieiKC  confcnt  to  the  confirmation  of  the 
elecSiior  her  hufband.  Thus  the  ccmferenccs  came  to  noiiingi' 
and  each  fide  endeavoured  to  profit  by  the  diets  fummoned  by 
the  primate  and, the  bifliop  of  Cujaiva,  In  this  particular  the- 
prince  of  Conti's  party  had  apparemly  the  advantage,  had  not 
the  eleftor  been  provided  with  an  army  of  Saxons  on  the  fron«- 
tiers  of  the  republic.  *  Little  regard  was  paid  to  the  biihopV  n 

writs  in  thofe  palatinates  attached  to  the  adverfe  fadion  ;  and 
where  they  were  complied  with  by  the  nobility,  it  was  only  - 
with  intention  to  oppofe  the  confirmation* of  the  eledor,  and 
to  embroil  the  afiembly.  Some  diftri^ls  refufed  to'fend  depu« 
ties  ;  and  the  diet  of  Stroda  qafried  matters  fo  far  aa  to  de- 
clare open  war  upon  the  cle(Sh)r,  to  levy  troops,  and  to  appoint' 
the  caftellan  df  Katifch  thfeir  general.  _To  this  confederacy 
the  palatinates  of  Lencicia  and  Rava  acceded  ;  and  the  fpirits- 
f»f  the  party  w^r^  ftill  mprf  aniipated  by  letters  juft  received 

from 
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from  the  prince  of  Conti^  gH^ing  the  ftrongefl:  aflurances  of  hb 
intention  to  put  hiitifelf  at  the  head  of  his  friends,  ^d  ventuce 
bis  life  irf  defence  of  their  privileges. 

Os  the  other  hand,  the  eleSor  of  Saxmiy^  finding  hlmlelf 
fupported  by  an  army  of  Saxons^  doubted  not  but  his  prefence, 
bis  money,  his  forces,  and  his  party,  would  be  able  to  triumph 
over  all  obftruftions.  He  hro  juft  received  a  deputation  of 
Zhfutaf ton  Rxty  gentlemen,  attended  by  a  train  of  feveral  thoufand  horfe, 
^0  tb€  font  by  the  bifhop  of  C^y/Wv^  to  compliment  him  on  hisac- 
uedcr.  cei]k>n.  The  eledor  was  at  TornowitZy  when  the  deputies 
were  all  admitted  to  the  honour  of  kiffing  his  hand,  and  dining 
in  his  prefence  at  the  table  of  the  imperial  ambafiador.  No- 
thing could  be  more  fulfome  than  the  adulation  poured  fordi 
in  the  fpeeches  of  the  deputies,  three  of  whom  harangued 
the  prince  in  the  name  of  the  republic  of  Poland^  the  dutchy 
of  Lithuania^  and  the  body  of  the  nobility.  ^  Had  he  been 
made  grand  feignior,  or  fophi  o^  Perfia^  the^inccnfe  offered 
by  the  palatine  of  Volhinia  would  have  been  too  flrong  a  per- 
fume for  his  noftriIs«  ^*  Your  majefiy,  faid  he,  hath  triumphed 
*^  over  the  enemies  of  Chriftianity  ;  reign  now  in  thahearts 
**  erf"  the  Poltjh  nation.  Let  thofe  hands,  -accuftomed  to  vic- 
^  tt>ry,  receive  our  crown,  and  render  it  brilliant,  by  decking  it 
**  with  the  laurels  which  adorn  your  temples^  The  people 
**  who  gave  you  their  fuffra^es,  gave  them  to  a  prince  ^^ 
**  garded  by  Rome  as  her  defender,  and  by  Europe  as  her  bul- 
**  wark ;  to  a  prince  whofe  confummate  abilities,  and  difKn- 
*^  guiihed  virtues,  •  render  him  equally  efteemed  and  beloved 
.*^  by  all  mankind.  We  read  this  day  the  indulgence  of 
*'  heaven  in  the  general  joy,  and  a  peculiar  providence  which 
**  defcends  among  us,  to  render  Poland  the  feat  of  perfcft 
*?  felicity.  For  this  reafon  our  republic,  now  yours,  revcrcJ 
*^  you,  cheri(hes  you  with  intire  afFe£^ton,  and  deiires  you,  a» 
"  the  perfon  chofen  by  heaven  for  her  king.  We  receive 
**  you  with  gladnefs,  and  regard  you  as  the  eleft  of  the  Al- 
**  mighty.  Come  then,  added  he,  blefTed  prince,  fince  God 
"  hath  fo  decreed  it,  fince  P^?/^;!^/ fo  ardently  defires  it,  fince 
**  Germany  approves  it,  fince  Europe  applauds  it,  fince  all  the 
^  world,  except  the  barbarians,  fhare  in  the  general  joy,  and 
♦*  join  in  our  acclamations.  For  you  Chriftendom  prepares  im- 

**  mortal  fame,  Afia  its  fpoils,  znd  Poland We  blefswhat 

^^  we  have  feen,  concluded  this  fycophant ;  we  publifh  what 
<'  you  are,  and  we  declare  to  the  whole  world  the  hopes  we 
**  entertain  of  fo  great  a  prince :  in  a  word,  we  proclaimyour 
*'  glory  to  the  nations  around,  and  the  univerfe  fhall  be  niled 
*'  with  your  renown  and  majeffy." — ^No  Wonder  that  Juguflui 
.  came  afterwards  to  rtgard  binifelf  as  a  d^fpotic  monarphj. 
*     '  when 
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when  he  was  thus  loaded  with  adulation  hefore  he  had  a. cer- 
tainty of  th^  crown>  or  had  touched  the  reins  of  authority. 
The  palatine  reaped  the  reward  of  his  compliment :  he  was 
conduced  to  the  camp,  and  made  general  of  the  army. 

On  the  twenty -fifth  the  eledlor  advanced  to  Pukari ;  and 
on  the  twenty- feventh  h^  repeated  the  abjuration  of  his  errors 
before  Crifpin^  b'lfhop  o(  Samogiiia,  fwearing  alfo  to  the  ob- 
fcrvance  of  the  pa^a  eonventa  accepted  by  his  minifter  Fleni'- 
ing.  By  the  twenty*ninth  he  approached  to  the  gates  oiCra-  He  grum 
cow\  but  deferred  his  public  entry,  becaufe  count  Wielopohki^  pojfejjum 
governor  of  the  citadel,  had  refufed  to  furrender  his  charge,  of  Cra- 
until  the  eledion  was  unanimoufly  confirmed.  Threats  did  <^**w* 
not  terrify  this  nobleman :  however,  he  yielded  to  the  irre- 
fiftible  perfuafion  of  five  thoufand  crowns,  and  a  rich  diamond 
necklace  prefented  to  his  lady ;  in  exchange  for  which  he  rpade 
over  his  honour  and  government.  Having  now  gained  intire 
pofleffion  of  the  capital,  Augujius  made  his  public  entry,  and 
immediately  fummoned  a  grand  council,  to  deliberate  upon  the 
neceffary  meafures  for  reducing  the  reft  of  the  kingdom  to 
obedience.  A  few  of  the  nobility  recommended  his  com- 
pelling the  primate,  exerting  the  povver  which  God  had  put 
into  his  hands,  coming  immediately  to  blows,  arid  advancing 
to  WarfaWy  to  prevent  the  liieeting  of  the  diet  Summoned. to 
afiemble  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  Auguft,  This  meafure  was 
deemed  too  violent  by  a  majority  of  the  council,  who  were  of 
opinion,  that  he  ought  to  wait  the  refult  of  the  diet,  remain 
at  the  capital,  repair  and  improve  its  fortifications,  fequr^ 
himfelf,  and  gain  the  afFe<Sion  of  the  people  by  his  lenify 
and  moderation.  After  violent  debates  this  opinion  was  fol- 
lowed as  the  fafeft,  and  moft  likely  to  imprcfs  the  minds  of  • 
the  people  with  a  favourable  fenfe  of  the  new  goveri^ment. 
Theelefior,  however,  could  not  help  declaring  his  aftonifh- 
ment  at  their  timidity  and  want  of  vigour,  after  they  had  cx- 
j^efled  fo  much  fatisfa£lion  at  his  acceflion. 
-  Mean  time,  the  French  fadion  was  thrown  into  the  utmoft 
conHernation^  at  feeing  the  elector  with  a  body  of  troops  in 
poi&ffion  of  the  capital )  and  they  determined  not  to  irritate 
too  much  a  prince  who  bid  fo  fair  for  the  fovereignty.  It  was 
their  fear  which  fuggefted  the  refolution  of  not  furrendering 
the  inftrument  of  the  prince  of  Conti's  eleftion'into  the  hands 
of  the  French  mitiifter,  until  he  h^d  paid  ofF  the  arrears  due  to 
the  army,  and  performed  a  variety  of  other  engagements. .  A 
refolution  fo  fudden  and  unexpe6led  greatly  embarraffed  Pa^ 
Ugiiacj  who  immediately  informed  his  court  of  the  determi- 
nation of  the  party.  He  exhorted  the  prince  of  Contiio  cm- 
bark  without  dt)ay>  and  furni0).  himfelf  with  all  the  money 
,'.-':  ,    poffible. 
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poflible,  without  which  his  expeditioo  would  b^  fruidels,  and 
the  immenfe  futos  already  expended  intirely  throwo  away.  In 
conrequence  of  Polignac*9  reinonftranceiS*  the  prince  went  on 
jtrri'val  of^^^^^  the  little  fquadron  of  xhe  chevalier  du  Bart^  lying  at 
the  prince  D^nkirk^  attended  by  fcveral  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of 
^Conti.  France^  and  arrived  on  the  twenty-eighth  oi  September  in  the 
road  of  DantzUk,  He  had  brought  with  him  an  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  infpecie,  befides  an  equal  i\im  in  bills  of  ex- 
change, payable  on  fight,  and  a  great  number  of  jewels  ;  but 
the  city  of  Dantzick  had  attached  herfelf  to  the  eleftor,  and 
refufed  paying  the  prince  any  other  honours  than  a  fingle  dif- 
charge  of  the  artillery  at  fort  fVeychelrhunde.  The  citizens 
even  infuked  the  officers  of  the  French  fquadron ;  to  revenge 
which  the  adnliral  feized  upon  five  merchantmen  belonging  to 
the  city ;  and  the  magiilrates,  by  way  of  reprifal,  laid  hands 
upon  all  the  efFe£ls  of  the  French^  carrying  their  refentment 
fo  far  as  to  fell  the  French  ambaffador's  horfes  to  the  higbefl 
bidder.  Polignac  was  ufing  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  pave  the 
way  for  his  entrance  into  Poland  \  but  he^ncduntered  oianifold 
difficulties.  The  eleftoral  troops  difperfed  through  the  king- 
.  dom  rendered  it  neceflTary  that  the  prince  of  Qtnti  ihould  be 
attended  by  a  flrong  guard  ;  to  procure  which  the  aoibafiador 
entered  into  treaty  with, the  powerful  family  of  Sapi^ba^  vfho 
engaged,  for  the  fum  of  four  hundred  thoufand  livres,  to  fend 
twelve  companies  to  Dantzick^  under  the  conduct  of  the  foa 
-  of  the  grand  treafurer :  after  which  the  grand  geoeral  of 
Litbuaniay  and  all  the  officers,  were  to  fwear  fidelity  to  the 
prince,  and  march  at  the  head  of  their  troops  to  the  geoeral 
rendezvous  that  ftould  be  appointed :  firfl:^  however,  the 
-  prince  was  under  the  necefSty  of  advancing  near  five  hundred 
thoufand  livres,  beftdes  the  fum  promifed  to  Sapieha,  Fe« 
prevented  the  Lithuanians  from  executing  their  engagenaents.  ' 
The  French  ambalTador  went  on  board  the  fleet,  i|i  full  confi- 
dence that  the  prince  would  immediately  be  fumiflied  with  a 
fuflicient  efcort.  Couriers  were  continually  arriving  with  ad- 
vice that  the  troops  were  in  motion,  and  the  prince  was  ad- 
vifed .  by  his  Polijh  frieilds  to  advance  to  Marienburg ;  but  he 
feemed  to  diflruft  the  Lkbuamansj  and  chofe  to  watt  on  board 
until  their  arrival,  which  never  happened :  for,  notwithftand- 
ing  daily  intelligence  that  the  army  ^was  near,  and  attended 
with  feveral  Lithuanian  fenators,  who,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Poli^  amb^y,  came  to  prefent  him  with  the  crown  ;  yet 
the  prince  of  Sapieha  had  not  moved  out  of  his  camp,  and  the 
arrival  of  a  body  of  the  eleSor's  troops  in  Pruj^  made  him 
flrpp  all  thoughts  of  ntdyancing. 

What- 
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Whatever  difappointments  the  prince  of  C(7W// encoun- 
tered at  Ddntzick^  his  arrival  tbrew  the  Saxon  party  into  fome 
confuiion.     Before  this  nev/s  was  publiflied  ztCracoWy  the 
cicaor  was  carrying  all  before  him,  by  means  of  two  millions  ^  •- 
whtch  he  had  diftributed  among  the  army,  and  other  extra* 
ordinary   liberalities,    that  extremely  augmented    his   party, 
,  ftrengthened  his  intereft,  and  raifed  his^  popularity.     A  great 
number  of  companies,  with  Potosku  great  huntfman  of  the 
crown,  at  their  head,  joined  his  party,  thoutjh  they  were  be- 
fore confidered  as  the  partizans  of  France.     To  the  honour  of 
the  military  gentlemen  it  muft  howevet  be  obferved,  that  a 
majority  firmly  rejeSed  the  pecuniary  bribe,  and  remained    . 
attached  to  that  fide  which  gave  them  nothing  befides  pro- 
mifes.     When  the  diet  of  confirmation,  01:  poparcia,  {wm-A^tettf 
moned  by  the  primate,  aiTembled,  it  was  opened  by  a  fpeech  confirma- 
from  Bieiimki^  marechal  of  the  diet,  and  attended  by  great  ^^^»  ^f^^ 
numbers  of  the  Saxon  intereft,  who  came  on  purpofe  to  ex-  P^^"^}^^ 
cite  difcord,  and  difturb  bufinefs,  by  the  tumults  tliey  propofed  *^.  ^'J^''* 
fomenting.     Donowikiy  deputy  of  fVilfki^  had  the  boldncfs'^to  ^'*^^  * 
afk  tTle  marechal,  for  what  purpofe  the  diet  qf  confirmation 
Was  called,  when   the  nation  had   already  proclaimed  the 
eleiaor  of^  Saxony^     But  this  temerity  had  almoft  cofl  him  his 
life :    fix  thoufand  gentlepien  drew  their  fabres,  ftruck  him 
feveral  blows,  and  left  him  to  be  carried  for  dead  out  of  the 
field  ;  which  fo  terrified  the  other  pariifans  of  Saxony^  that  they* 
ftole  away  privately  from  the  afTcmbly,     The  refult  was,  that 
the  primate  and  marechal  carried  every  thing  in  favour  of  the 
prince  of  Ce?;yr/,  whofe  election  they  confirmed,  prfllnifing  to 
iupport  it  at  the  hazard  of  their  live§.     This  was  followed  by 
a  general  confederacy  to  fuftain  the  meafures ,  they  had  taken,  Cwfetkf 
to  which  all  the  principal  nobility  prefentfubfcribed.     \i^2&racyto 
called  an  aflbciation  in  defence  of  religion^  honour,  property, yi^/^f^ 
-Kberty,  and  the  conftiiution ;  each  member  declaring,  that  ^"  '^'* 
he  would  facrifice  his  life  in  its  defence.     The  next  ftep  was  ^^fi^ 
to  deliberate  on  a  deputation  to  the  eleSor  of  Saxony^  to  rc- 

Sefent  the  violation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  repub* 
.'he  was  daily  committing,  by  his  refidence  with  an  armed 
foree  in  the  kingdom  ;  but  the  difficulty  was  to  find  perfons  of 
fttfficient  <:ourage  to  undertake  the  dangerous  ambalTy.  To 
remove  their  perplexity,  the  hifhop  of  Kiow  offered  his  fer- 
vices.:  they  were  accepted,  and  he  had  began  his  journey  to 
Cracow  when  he  was  given  to  underftand,  that  he  fhoujd  b^ 
treated  in  the  fame,  manner  zsDonowski  was  at  the  diet,  which 
cooled  his  ardor,  and  determined  him  to  return.  It  was  then 
propofed  to  appoint  a  generaliiEmo  to  the  confederacy ;  but 
everyone  to  whom  itjvas  offered  rtfufW  the  honoufi    Th« 

'    caftle 
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cafllc  of  Warfaw  was  fummdiied  to  furrender ;  and  the  jwla^ 
tint  6(  Plosko^  who  aded  as  governor,  at  firft  rcfufed;  bul 
was  fobn  intimidated  to  fubmiffion  by  a  battery  of  cannon, 
which  was  erefted,  and  began  firing  upon  the  walls.    The 
following  days  feveral  articles  were  figncd  for  the  fupport  of 
the  rohozy  or  confederacy ;  and  a  refolution  was  taken  of 
writing  to  the  bilhops  oiCujaiva  and  Cracow^  to  exhort  them 
not  to  expofe  themfelves  to  the  refentmcnt  of  the  republic,  bjr 
an  imprudent  attachment  to  the  eledlor  of  Saxony^  whom 
they  intended  to  crown  with  all  poffible  folemnity.     At  the 
fame  time  the  bi(hop  of  Ktow  was  appointed  to  inform  the 
army  of  the  refolutions  of  the  diet,  and  to  invite  them  to  ac- 
cede to  the  confederacy.     In  a  word,  the  primate  was  defired 
to  haflen  his  proclamations,  in  order  that  the  nobility  might 
inarch  in  a  body  to  drive  the  eleSor  out  of  the  kingdom^ 
The  whole  defign^  indeed,  of  the  confederacy  was  to  prevent 
the  ele£^or*s  coronation,  which  gave  him  the  difpo^l  of  all 
vacant  offices.     In  this  he  muft  anticipate  the  prince  of  &»//, 
becaufe  he  was  at  the  capital^  and  actually  furrounded  widi  a 
numerous  body  of  troops,  which  difconcerted  all  tbe  vig6rou8 
refolutions  of  his  opponents,  and  efFefiually  fruflrated  their 
execution. 
Tie  elec'       SECURE   of  his  own   fttcngth,  the  eleQor  determined  to 
tor^  mea-  proceed  to  the  ceremony  of  his  coronation,  which  he  belicv- 
fures  to     cd  would  greatly  extend  his  influence,  by  giving  him  the  dif- 
4kppofeihe   pof^l  of  all  public  employments  ;  and  indeed  many  Iorc(sand 
canfiae^     gentlemen  only  waited  this  event  to  declare  in  his  favour. 
''^O-  Many  difficulties  however  occurred  to  prevent  the  folemniza- 

lion  of  the  ceremony  agreeable  to  the  laws.  The  firft  was, 
that  all  the  crown  ornaments  were  locked  up  in  the  treafoiy 
of  Cfacow^  the  keys  of  which  were  kept  by  eight  officers,  fix 
of  whom  v/'ere  in  the  oppofite  intereft.  The  Saxon  cooncil 
determined  to  force  a  place  that  had  been  always  deemed  fa^ 
cred ;  but,  that  the  laws  might  not  be  violated  by  breaking 
open  the  doors,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  enter  by  a  breach 
made  in  the  walls  ;  a  quibble  fuggefted  by  fome  of  thofc  roif- 
creants  of  the  court,  who  are  never  at  a  lofs  for  the  means  of 
excufing  the  moft  flagrant  and  criminal  anions  m  princes. 
Another  great  obftru6iion  to  his  defigns  arofe  from  the  neccf* 
fity  of  being  crowned  by  the  primate  archbifliop  of  Gnejm^ 
which  alone  could  give  credit  to  that  ceremony  with  the  peo- 
ple ;  to  remove  this  inconvenience,  the  eledlor^s  little  council 
of  four  or  five  fenators  declared  the  arghbifhoprk:  vacant.  It 
was  likewifc  required  that  t\ie  body  of  the  late  monarch  (hould 
be  interred  the  day  preceding  the  coronation  ;  but  neither  was 
this  poffible,    as  the  enemy : were  in  poiTeffion  of  WarfrvJi 

\     where 
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wfaere  the  royal  ^remains  were  depoGted.  However,  a  falyo 
«(as  provided  for  this  likewife  ;  the  funeral  obfequies  were  to 
be  performed  in  effigy,  in  the  cathedral  church,  with  the  fame 
pomp  and  magnificence  as  if  the  body  had  been  a£lually  pre- 
fent.  Every  obftruflion  being  thus  furmounted,  the  ceremony  He  is 
began,  and  a  proceffion  was  made  with  vaft  pomp  ta  the  crowmd, 
church  of  St.  StaniJlauSf  where  the  confefSon  of  faith  was  read  ) 

to  the  bifhop  of  Cujaiva,  and  the  facrament  adminiftered  by 
two  other  prelates,  during  which  the  prince  fainted  away ;  a ' 
circumfiance  which  fome  turned  into  raillery,  while  others 
rejgarded  it  as  an  unhappy  prefage.  The  crown  was  placed 
on  his  head  by  the  biihop ;  and,  after  all  the  ceremonies  were 
finifhed,  h^  received  the  homage  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  ^ 
prefent,  the  crown- officers  who  were  in  the  oppoftte  intereft 
being  reprefented  by  proxy. 

On  the  fame  day  the  coronation  diet  afTembled,  and  occa- 
fioned  the  utmoft  tumult  and  confufionr  Complaints  were 
uflxered  from  every  quarter,  that  certain  eiTential  formalities 
had  been  omitted  ;  but  this  difficulty  was  furmounted  with  the 
fame  facility  as  all  the  preceding  ;  the  deputies  agreeing  to 
regard  each  other  as  itgularly  elected  $  however,  the  choice 
of  a  marflial  gave  birth  to  new  contentions,  that  honour  be- 
ing claimed  by  prince  Wiefnowijki  and  Zwtjfa^  and  at  lad  car- 
ried by  the  latter.  The  next  fubjed  of  diviiion  refpe£):ed  the 
paSfa  conventa^  the  original  draught  of  which  the  diet  required 
ihould  be  laid  before  them.  They  alTerted  it  (hould  fti- 
pulate,  in  exprefs  terms,  that  the  eledion  (hould  be  void^ 
flipuld  the  ceremony  of  coronation, be  performed  previous  to.  ^ 

the  eleSrefe's  convferfion  ;  and  they  were  the  more  confirmed 
in  their  opinion  by  the  eleddr's  anfwer,  in  which  he  declared, 
that  the  original  a£l  was^  loft ;  an  evaftve  reply  which  highly 
incenfed  the  deputies.  Aa'aflbciation  of  gentlemen,  of  the 
palatinate  of  Sandomify  produced  a  copy  that  had  been  taken 
from  the  original  zSk\  but  this  the  eledor's  council  xefufed 
to  admit ;  and  the  caftellan  of  Culm  to  eSedualiy  embroiled 
the  affiur,  that  the  decifion  was  deferred  to  the  month  of  JFV- 
bruarj,  Fruitlefs  proteds  were  entered  by  feveral  de^puties 
againft  all  that  had  been  tranfaded  before  and  after  the  coro> 
natibn ;  the  ele£tor  exprefTed  no  concern  at  their  proceedings* 
and  regarded  the  florm  as  a  fudden  blaft,  whofe  duration  would 
be  proportioned  to  its  violenee.  Others  turned  the  diet  into 
ridicule,  and  revenged  by  a  jeft  the  injuries  offered  to  national 
liberty.  A  pafquinade,  under  the  title  of  The  Comedy  ^Cra- 
cow, was  handed  about.  The  piece  contained  five  afts,  to  , 
each  of  which  was  prefixed  an  argument,  to  the  follovt^ing  pur- 
pdfe:  I.  A  king  without  a  ^//)/9;»a.  2*  An  interment  with- 
out 
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exit  a  corpfe.  3.  A  coronation  without  a  primate.  4.  A  diet 
without  deputies.,  5.  ProteftaticMis  without  eficS.  Such  ii 
the  genius  and  temper  o^  the  PoUs^  that  they  contented  tbem- 
felves  with  difplaying  (heir  wit,  when  they  ought  to  be  exert- 
ing their  courage ;  nor  was  it  difagreeable  to  the.elcflor  to 
fee  their  refentment  exhale  in  a  manner  lb  little  detrimental  to 
his.intereft. 

In  this  fituation  were  matters  at  Cracow^  when  the  news  of 
the  prince  of  Conti's  arrival  at  Dantzici  obliged  the  elcflonl 
party  to  unite  fnore  clofely,  drop  their  private  animofitieS)  and 
TripleJieis  point  their  whole  ftrength  againft  the  enemy.  On  the  oAer 
fifonmud  band  the  primate  iffued  proclamation^  for  three  particular  af- 
h  tbepri'  femblies  to  be  held  on  the  20th  of  O^ohery  in  which  be  juffi- 
*^''  fied  his  own  condud,  and  threw  ail  poffiWc  odium  on  the 
eleSor  and  his  party.  On  \his  occafion,  Auguftus  deviawi 
from  his  ufual  maxims.  He  thought  proper -to  anfwcr  thcfe 
manifeftoes  by  circular  letters,  tho'  hitherto  he  had  oppofal 
the  writings  of  his  adverfaries  by  a6Hon.  Here  be  advanced 
every  argument  capable  of  demonftrating  the  legality  of  bb 
eledtionand  coronation,  concluding  with  an  exhortation  to  iD 
the  friends  of  their  country  to  join  with  him  in  defence  of 
their  honour  aud  liberty,  and  in  re-eftablifhing  the  peace  i&d 
tranquility  of  the  republick.  Ncverthelefs,  both  fides  were 
fenfible  that  the  difpute  muft  be  determined  by  power  and  not 
by  argument.  It  was  with  this- view  the  primate  affcmbW 
the  triple  diets,  and  it  was  with  the  fame  defign  that  the  elec- 
tor ordered  fix  regiments  of  Saxony  to  furround  the  petty  didt 
of  Cracow^  and  threaten  to  cut  the  whole  in  pieces,  if  they  did 
not  Aibfcribe  to  his  decree  againfl;  the  primate  arid  the  confe- 
deracy. Three  propofals  were  now  made  by  his  adherents, 
either  of  which  it  was  imagined  would  wholly  defiroy  the 
^ hopes  of  the  prince  of  ContL  Firft,  he  was  advifed  to  marcb 
direfily  with  the  Saxon  army  to  the  camp  occupied  by  the 
crown  forces,  to  prevent,  by  his  prefencc  and  liberality,  thcif 
joining  the  adverfe  party.  Great  fumrf  of  money  had  alreadf 
been  diftributed  among  them,  but  a  majority  remained  ilili 
utft:omij7ted.  -  The  next  propofal  was,  to  prevent  the  meet- 
ing of  the  affemblieis  fummoned  by  the  primate,  and  to  fiir* 
prize  that  prelate  at  Lcwitz ;  and  the  third  was  to  march  at 
the  head  ot  all  his  forces  into  Pruffia^  to  oppofe  the  prioceof 
Cmti'^  debarkation ;  or,  if  he  (bould  already  be  landed,  to 
obftrud  his  march  X6  Poland.  The  laft  propofal  was  em- 
braced, as  theleaft  unconftitutional ;  but  the  cledortontentca 
bimfelf  with  detaching  a  ftrong  reinforcement,  under  the  ^ 
nerajs  FUmng  and  Brandt^  to  join  the  forces  already  io  Pn^' 
fia^  inftcad  of  taking  tlic  field  in  perfoQ#    In  coAfequence  « 

this 
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thii  refbiutton,  the  triple  diets  met  withoat  oppofition  from 
the  cledor.  At  Grodno  nothing  was  €tFe<fted,  as  the  afiembly 
was  wholly  directed  by  the  Saptehas^  who  promifed  every 
thing)  without  havrag  yet  executed  their  engagements  to  the 
prince  of  Conil^  of  fending  him  an  efcort,  notwithftanding 
they  had  received  the  fum  ftipulated.  At  Zaivieho  fcarce  any 
deputies  appeared,  even  theprefident  of  the  diet  was  abfent ;  but 
near  two  thoufand  gentlcm«ft  met  at  Lenclcia^  where  no  other 
buiinefs  was  franfa<5ed  than  the  ufelefs  ceremony  of  again  pro- 
claiming the  prince  of  Conti^  and  appointing  a  deputation  of 
three  hundred  gentlemen  and  nobility  to  wait  upon  him  with 
Ihtpa^a  conventdt  and  diphma.  To  this  fuCceeded  a  circular  Prince  0/ 
letter,  publifhed  by  the  prince,  in  which  he  ftiled  himfelf  Conti'j 
duke  of  Contty  and,  by  the  grace  of  God  and  affedion  of  tht  circular 
Polijh  nation,  king  of  Poland^  and  great  duke  of  Lithuania.  ^^^^^^ 
He  apologized  for  his  delay,  and  attributed  it  wholly  to  his 
tegard  for  the  liberties  of  the  conftitution.  He  urged  the  fame 
teaibns  fot  his  not  debarking,  or  coming  to  the  Poiljh  coaft  at- 
tended by  a  military  forcer  He  inftfted  upon  the  illegality  of. 
the  elefior's  e]e£lion,  and  touched  particularly  on  the  herefy 
of  the  eleftrefs,  which  alone  was  fufficient  to  render  void  ail 
that  had  been  trafifa£ted  in  his  favour;  and  hecojncluded  with 
expreffing  his  afFeftion  for  the  P*//^  nation,  his  defire  to  avoid 
the  cffiifioft  of  blood,  and  his  willingncfs  to  expofc  his  life  in 
defence  of  the  religion  and  liberty  of  the  republic.  This  let- 
ter, though  penned  with  great  addrefs,  wrought  no  efFe6t* 
Every  man  in  Ppland  was  direfted  by  private  intereft,  preju- 
dice. Of  pafSon*  Moft  people  had  taken  their  meafures,  and 
having  drawn  money  from  both  parties^  refolvedto  adhere  to 
that  which  was  ftillin  a  condition  to  gratify  their  infatiablc 
avarice*  Hence  frefli  fuccours  every  day  joined  the  eled^oral 
party,  for  this  reafon  only,  that  his  coffers  were  not  exhaufted. 
Many  made  promifes  to  the  prince,  which  they  had  neither 
the  power  nor  inclination  to  perform  ;  others  took  his  money 
and  betrayed  his  fecrets,  and  fomc  openly  declared  tbemfelves 
his  enemies  from  a  pacific  intention  and  ftrong  defire  of  termi- 
nating the  ruinous  confufion  of  the  republic.  But  of  all  his 
adherents,  the  prince  of  Conti  had  the  greateft  caufe  to  com- 
plain of  the  SapiehaSy  and  the  great  general  of  the  crown,  ' 
who  propagated  falfe  reports  injurious  to  his  intereft,  only  to 
palliate  -their  own  fearsi  and  mifcondu<S!:,  in  not  fending  the 
promifed  efcort.  The  behaviour  of  thefe  lords  gave  him  fo 
much  difguft,  that  he  offered  to  retire  to  France^  but  was  pre- 
sented by  the  abbe  Polignac  and  feme  PoUJh  lords  about  him, 
•who  flill  fed  his  expe£iations.  Their  hope  proceeded  from  the 
•arrival  of  young  Sapieha^  (on  of  the  grand  marfhal,  with .  hie 
Mop.  Hist.  Vol.  XXXIV.  U  company 
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company  of  guards,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Damzick  ;  but 

when  that  nobleman  acquainted  the  prince^   that  the  main 

.  body  of  the  Lithuanian  forces  could  not  begin  their  march  in 

HeloJesaIIh&  than  fix  weeks,  he  abandoned  all  hopes,  relinquiflied  his 

hopes  of     whole  projefl:,  and  determined  to  return  to  France^    after  all 

fuccefs.       the  expence  and  trouble  which  the  purfuit  of  a  crown  had  cofl: 

the  court  of  VerfailUs,    The  coafts  of  PruJJia  were  lined  with 

troops,  and  he  could  not,  without  the  utmoft  danger  to  bis 

perfon,  wait  longer  for  the  execution  of  promifes  in  whieh  he 

placed  no  confidence,  'after  fuch  repeated  difappointments- 

Already  the  magiftratesof  Danizici  hzd  put  feveral  af- 
fronts on  the  fea-officers  and  the  French  ambafiador,  which 
obliged  Polignac  to  give  orders  for  (hipping  the  moft  valuable 
efFeds  brought  to  the  city  for  the  accommodation  ^i  the  prince 
of  Contin  The  order  came  too  late,  the  magiftrates  feizing 
upon  the  efFe£ts,  and  imprifoning  the  ambaflador's  domeftics, 
and  feveral  merchants  who  aflifted  in  the  removal.  The 
fame  day  on  which  this  aflFair  happened,  news  arrived  that  the 
electoral  forces  had  advanced  to  Stuniy  where  they  made  pri- 
foners  three  hundred  and  fixty  of  Sapiehas  cavalry ;  which  de- 
termined the  aitibaifador  to  lodge  the  remainder  of  his  effe3s 
in  the  abbey  of  Olhay  the  only  place  of  refuge  on  the  whole 
coaft,  and  where  the  Polijh  nobility  attached  to  the  prince  of 
Contl  had  taken  fancSuary.  They  were  not  long  in  this  place 
of  fuppofed  fecurity,  before  general  Brandt  and  the  Saxons  ar- 
rived, broke  into  the  abbey,  and  feized  all  the  efie(9s,  took 
feveral  Polijb  lords  prifoners;  and  were  near  laying  hold  of  the 
perfon  of  the  French  ambafTador,  who  efcaped  with  the  utmoft 
difficulty  on  board  the  fquadron  in  the  road. 

BRANDT  having  finifhed  this  exploit  with  great  fuccefs, 
refolved  to  profit  by  the  general  confternation  which  had  feized 
the  French  party,  and  accordingly  invefted  the  citadel  of -^<3r/V«- 
burgh.  He  puflied  his  operations  with  vigour,  and  obliged 
the  grand  carver  of  the  crown,  who  acSled  as  governor,  to  ca- 
pitulate ;  in  confequence  of  which  the  palatine  of  Siradioj  and 
the  great  chamberlain  BieUnfki^  repaired  to  Cracow  to .  make 
their  peace  with  the  ek(9;or,  and  take  the  oaths  of  fidelity  to 
that  prince.  The  defeftion  of  thefe  lords,  and  the  lofs  of 
Marsenburghy  the  only  place  where  he  could  efFed  a  debarka- 
tion with  any  degree  of  fafcty,  confirmed  the  prince  of  Conii 
He  returns  i"  ^i^  refolution  of  fetting  fail  back  hr  France^  and  abandon- 
/tf  France,  ing  all  hopes  of  acquiring  the  crown  of  Poland.  Yet  he  ftill 
entertained  foi^e  appearances  of  expe£latio6,  and  landed  the 
abbe  Polignac  in  the  ifle  of  Rugen^  from  whence  he  was  direc- 
ted to  bafs  into  Poland^  fhould  the  ccnjundture  of  affairs  ren-. 
der  it  neceflary  j  and  he  wrote  two  letters,  one  to  the  primate, 
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aod  ahother  to  the  republic,  reproaching  the  nobility  with 
timidity,  and  attributing  to  their  roifconduS  the  affront  he 
had  received  in  the  face  of  all  Europe ;  after  which  he  weigh- 
ed anchor,  and  fleered  for  France^  by  the  way  of  Denmarft. 

The  departure  of  his  rival  brbught  a  fre(h  acceflion  ^iTheeUt^ 
power  to  Augujius,    Not  only  feveral  diftriiSls  acknowledge!!  tor^s/ue-* 
his  fovereignty,  but  took  the  ufual  oaths  of  fidelity;    A  great  r^/^ 
number  of  the  nobility  who  had  before  kept  alo6f,  now  made 
no  fcruple  about  acknowledging  the  legitimacy  of  his  eledion. . 
Part  of  the  army  that  had  rejected  his  pecuniary  offers  with 
difdain,  feht  deputies  to  fwear  obedience  to  the  new  fovereign; 
and  propofals  were  made  both  by  the  king  of  Sweden  and  the 

czar  of  Mufevoy  to  affift  him  with  powerful  armies; how 

foon   the  face  of  affairs,  with  refpeft  to  the  former  of  thefe     * 
princes,  altered,  will  appear  in  the  fequel.    This  was  a  turn 
of  fortune  which  it  was  imagined  would  bear  down  all  oppo* 
iition  ;  yet  did  the  primate,  afHiled  by  feveral  powerful  noble- 
men, maintain  an  oppofition  with  their  whole  influence  and 
authority.  They  publiflied  manifefloes  in  vindication  of  their 
adherence  to  the  prince  of  Conti^  and  exerted  themfelves  fo 
efFedually;  that  the  eledlor  began,  to  meet  with  oppofttion 
from  thofe  very  perfons  who  had  raifed  him  to  the  regal  dig- 
nity.    He  had  introduced  a  body  of  Saxons  into  Poland  with 
their  confent,  and  he  retained  them  from  the  neceffity  of  cir- 
cumflances,  and  for  the  fecurity  of  his  peifon.    Of  this  the 
Polesy  ever  Jealous  of  their  liberty,  complained,  as  a  violation 
of  the  conftitution.     They  chiefly  obje£led  to  the  Saxons  be- 
ing put  in  the  garrifons  of  Cracow  and  Marienburghy  and  faid 
that  it  was  unprecedented  to  fee  the  PoUJh  fortreffes  in  the 
hands  of  foreigners.    Whenever  the  troops  of  both  nations  jc*;.^  ^^ 
happened  to  be  quartered  together,  fkirmiflies  and  duels  con*  turhances^ 
tinually  enfued,  and  the  eledor  was  under  the  neceffity  of  de-  occafioned 
vifing  fome  expedient  for  fati^fying  the  Poles^  without  difmif-^  hy  thefo^ 
fing  the  Saxons^  upon  whom  he  chiefly  relied  in  the  prefent  reign 
unfettled  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  and  while  a  flrong  party  op-'^^/^* 
pofed  his  government.    It  was  diflicult  to  hit  the  medium  be- 
tween meafures  fo  extren^ely  contrary  j  the  council  was  feveral 
days  employed  on  this  fubjeft ;  and  it  was  at  length  refolved, 
'  that  the  Saxons  fliould  be  removed  to  the  fea-coafts,  to  guard 
agairifl  all  attemps  from  France^  while  the  Polijh  troops  foould 
be  quartered  on  the  frontiers,  as  a  barrier  again  (I  the  irruptions 
of  the  Turks  and  Tartars.    The  great  diftance  between  both     - 
would  cut  of  all  opportunity  of  broils  ajidl  divifions,  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  fituation  of  the  Saxon  camp,  and  thci  re- 
moval of  the  troops  of  that  nation  out  of  garrjfbn,  would,  it 
was  hoped,  exthiguiih  all  jealoufy  of  any  defigns.againft  t))c 
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liberties  of  the  republic.  This  refolution  in  fome  meafitre 
produced  the  defired  ^St6t  ^  it  quieted  the  min^is  of  hi?  own 
adherents,  and  filenced  the  clamours  raifed  on  that  accoofiC 
by. the  firimate  and  oppoike  fadion. 

Havikg  healed  theife  divifions,  the  eleSor  deteraiiaed  to 
gain  pofieffion  of  Warfmo^  for  which  purpofe  he  began  his 
inarch  in  the  month  of  December^  in  order  to  afiembl^  a  diet 
of  pacification  in  that  city,  an4  reconcile  fuch  of  the  nobility 
as  continued  averfe  to  his  government.    He  was  met  on  the 
foad  by  the  grand  marfbal  of  the  crown,  the  great  treafurer  of 
Lithuania^  and  divers  other  noblemen,  who  took  this  oppor- 
tunity of  detaching  themfelves  from  the  primate's  declining 
7he  king    intoreft,  and  on  his  arrival  near  JVarJaw^  the  keys  were  pre- 
enters         iented  to  him  by  the  magiftrates,    he  was  faluted  by  a  dif- 
Warfaw.   charge  of  the  artillery  mounted  on  the  ramparts,  and  "TeDeum 
was  fung  in  the  great  cathedral  church,  accompanied  with  the 
ftouts  and  acclamations  of  thepopulace,  as  if  he  had  obtained 
fome  iignal  victory,  or  had  been  ratfed  to  the  throne  by  the 
univerial  fuffrage,  in  favour  of  diftinguiflied  merit,   Thefc  ce- 
remonies being  ended,  he  went  to  the  citadel,   the  keys  of 
which  were  prefented  to  him  by  the  palatine  of  Phjko^  as  go- 
vernor of  the  city  and  caftie,  and  in  the  evening  he  made  t 
viflt  to  the  queen  dowager,  which  terminated  in  an  entire  re- 
conciliation with  her  majedy  and  the  whole  family  of  the  late 
monarch.     As  the  Rohoz  or  confederacy  perfifted  in  refufing 
to  acknowledge  any  other  fovereign  belides  the  prince  dl-Conti^ 
Augufius  was  confirmed  in  the  refolution  of  affembling  a  diet 
of  pacification,  as  the  only  means  of  reclaiming  the  primal 
and  his  adherents  to  their  duty.     For  this  purpofe  writs  were 
iflued,  in  which  the  eledor  declared  the  fmcerity  of  his  con- 
verfion  to  the  Romtjh  faith,  his  refpe£t  for  the  liberties  of  the 
VoUJh  conftitution,    his  earned  inclination  to  heal  up  the 
wounds  of  difcord,  and  to  become  the  fqvereign  of  an  united 
happy  people.     He  avoided  all  harflb  expreffions,  which  might 
irritate  the  fpirit  of  the  adverfe  party,  and  only  lamented  that 
their  miftaken  zeal  and  erroneous  principles  Ihould  occafion 
their  perfevering  in  meafures  which  could  not  fail  of  terminat- 
'  ing  in  their  own  deftru<£lion,  and  the  ruin  of  the  kingdom, 

if  not  fpeedilyrelinquifhed ;  and  concluded  with  aflurances,  that 
his  forces  arid  treasures  fhould  not  only  be  employed  in  reftor- 
ing  the  ancient  luftre  of  the  crown,  but  in  retaking  Kami' 
nie^ky  and  placing  the  frontier  in  fuch  a  fituation,  as  (hould 
foil  all  the  future  attempts  of  the  barbarians  to  raVage  the 
provinces  belonging  to  the  republic,  or  extend  their  barrier. 

The  expelled  effecls  did  not  follow  thefe  declarations;  a 
variety  of  circumftances  concurred  to  re-kiipi'dle  the  fparks  of 
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fedition  ji^ft  89  they  were  thought  to  be  e:i:ttitgaiAed,  hoti  in  Troubles  in 
Pak»d  ^nd^Lithuani/L    In  the  latter  Ogir^iy  great  ftandbrd-  Lithua- 
»   bearer  of  the  dutchj,  refented  that  the  honfe  of  Sapieha  was^ia* 
reconciled  t6  Juguftus^  and  had  the  courage  to  take  up  arms 
againft  the  great  general.    A  body  of  ncA)Hity  was  afiembled, 
part  of  the  army  was  corrupted,  hoftiitties  were,  committed  in 
the  country,   and  the  lands  bek>ngtng  to  the  hdufe  of  Sapieha 
were  ravaged^    Tbefe  violences  the  grand  general  determined 
to  oppofe  with  the  r^maonder  of  the  forces  -that  continued  in 
tbeir  allegiance.    Jupiftus  incerpofed  his  authority,   ordered 

'  (^insM  to  difint£^  his  forces  and*  repair  to  JVarfirw^  and  gave  , 

ftri<^  orders  to  Stifneha  not  to  oppose  violence  to  the  mea&res 
of  his  adverfary,  aiTuring  him  that  he  Ibould  be  amply  indem* 
mfied.  In  Cmfeqtience  each  fent  deputies  to  Warfaw^  but 
il  Was  impoffible  to  efFe£b  a  reconciliation;  becatkfe  the  depu- 
ties, declared  they  were  not  furniflied.  with  fufHcient  powers 
to  conclude  a  treaty  :  all  therefore  that  the  ele£tor  could  per^- 
form,  was  to  exhort  the  parties  not  to  diftuib,  with  their  pri« 
vale  animofities,  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  which  the  people 
begaa  now  at  kngth  to  enjoy. 

Ih  Poland  the  army  frequently  mudinied,  notwithftanding 
a  majority  had  acknowledged  the  eled;or,  and  taken  an  oath 
of  obedience.  From  their  extravagant  pretenfionsy  it  was  ob- 
vious diey  harboured  the  ambitious  defign  of  acquiring  a  (hare 
ui.fhe  legiflfttive  government,  and  isre^ftiiig  themfelves  into  » 
fiotirdi  eftate.  Add  to  thefe  cau^.of  the  public  difturbance, 
that  the  primate  appeared  as  averfe  as  ever  to  an  acCommo^ 
dation.    He  heard  the  remonArance$  of  feveral  of  his  friends, 

^and  was  vtfited  by  them  without  being  once  moved  from  bis 
loflexibiKty  \  and  he  now  began  to. exprefs  him&lf  with  more 
bcynefs,  becaufe  he  had  received  advice  of  certain  prepara- 
tions making  in  France  ia  fupport  of  the  prince  of  Contu  Even 
the  pope's  nuncio  could  work  no  change  in  the  obftinate  hu- 
mour of  ibis  headftrong  prelate,  who  feemed  determined  to 

,  farll  a  faCrifice  to  his  engagements^,  and  the  ani'mofity  he  en- 
tertained to  the  eledlor  of  Saxony,     At  length  tbe  court  of 
Rome  openly  declared  for  Jugujius ;  the  preparation^  in  France 
^ere  laid  afide,  and  the  indignation  of  the  primate  began  to  The  pri- 
fijbfide,  merely  becaufe  his  pride  was  not  flattered  by  foficita**  nuUe  he- 
fton.    wThe  conditions  of  reconciliation  which' he  offered  were  comes  more 
extremely  infolent ;  but  Augujlus  was  pleofed  that  he  could  h^  pliant. 
brought  to  any  terms  $  and  regarded  this  change  of  difpoiition 

'  as  a  happy  prefage.that  he  would  foon  relax  in  the  moft  mate- 
rial points.  His  demands  now  w^re,  that  the  republic  fhould 
make  him  fatis(a£lioil  for  the  injuries  committed,  againft  his 
perfon  and  dignity,  public  acknowledgment  of  the  violation 
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of  the  laWs  in  rcfpeft  to  him,  engage  never  to  proceed  to  the 
coronation  of  any  future  monarch  without  the  confent  of  the 
primate,    and  that  the  hifliop  of  Cujaha  in  particular  fhould 
make  «a  perfonal  fubmiffion.     The  primate's  change  of  hu- 
mour drew  a  letter  to  him  from  the  king,  in  whic^h  he  pro- 
feiTed  a  perfonal  regard  and  affef^ion  for  the  prelate,  who,  fof- 
tened  by  kind  expreifions,    condefcended  to  return  an  an- 
fwer  to  the  letter  of  his  fovcreign,  in  which  he  gave  him  the 
title  of  majefty.    He  likewife  gave  the  king  to  underftand, 
that  he  could  exert  all  his  authority  in  the  aflfembly  of  the  Ro^ 
ho%^  to  cftablifh  the  public  tranquility,  and  procure  a  generaf 
acknowle^lgment  of  his  fovereignty,   provided  his  demands 
were  gratified.     This  promife  however  he  did  not  execute  in 
Feb.  1 8.    its  full  extent;  for  though  the  afiembly  met  with  the  king's 
confent,   the  prelate's  whole  application  proceeded  no  further 
than  a  general  propofal,  that  methods  (hoiild  be  devifed  for  rc- 
eftablifntng  the  laws,  reftoring  the  courfe  of  ju(]fcice,  fecuring 
the  liberty  of  the  conftitution,  and  promoting  peace,  concord, 
and  unanimity,  to  which  pious  work  him felf  gave  the  greateft 
obftrudion.     yiugu/ius  kt\t  the  grand  marQial.of  the  crown, 
and  the  great "treafurer  of 'Z/Vi»a»/^7,  in  quality  of  deputies  to 
this  meeting;  but  the  title  of  commiilioners,  which  they  af- 
fumed,  and  certain  inadvertent  expreflions  dropt  in  courfe  of 
conference,    fo  arrodfed  the  indignation  of  the  confederacy, 
that  they  were  forced  to  retire  privately,  to  prevent  their  be- 
ing infolted.     Divers  members  likewife  excaimed  agatnft  the* 
title  of  king,  which  Augujlus  afTumed  in  his  letter  to  the  aflfem- 
4femhly    .bly  V    but,  iafter  warm  debates  ^nd  violent  altercation,  a  bill 
of  the  10'    confifting  of  twenty- one  articles  was  prepared,  without  fign- 
hozpropofe  ing  whicb^  the  affembly  declared  their  refolution  of  not  re- 
terfns^        ccLving  the'ele6tor  for  their  lawful  fovereign.     The  reader 
^,vhch  are  mav  peirufe'  a  copy  of-  the  articles  in  the  margin  (A).     The 
''J'^^'"^'         ^  Conditions 

(A)' Art*  I.  That  the  elcc-         V.  That  accounts  ihall  regu* 

tor  *(hall  giye  pofitive  afiurancc,  larly  be  laid  before  the  diet  of 

atrefted  ,by  the  court  of  Rot^^  the  application  of  public  mo- 

that  his  cofli^erfion  is  fincere.  ney. 
■,                II.    That  the  elodrefs  Ihall         Vi.  That  tho  pa^a  conventa 

embrace  the  fame  religion.  ih^II  b?  prepared  by  the  rohaz^ 

III.  That  ther  four  provinces  and  prefented  by  the  marfhal  of 
difmembcied  from  the  crov^n,  that  afTembly. 

Ihall  bere-united  with  all  poffible         VII.  That  the  vacant  offices 

expedition.  which  had  been  filled  up  fhall 

IV.  Th^t  the  Roman  Catho-  be  confirmed,  with  new  provi- 
lie  ifeligion  fhall  be  eflablilied  fiohs. 
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conditions  were  found  too  rigid  to  be  accepted,  which  threw 
the  affembly  ^nto  a  .ferment.  The  rage  of  the  confederates 
blazed  out  with  fuch  violence,  that  divers  perfons  fired  in  at 
the  windows  of  the  Brandenburg  envoy,  for  ufing  his  good 
offices  in  moderating  the  terrtis,  calming  the  fpirits  of  the 
party,  and  elFefling  a  reconciliation.  For  feveral  days  the 
tumult  continued,  and  twtry  man  of  candour  and  publip  fpirit 
lamented  the  excefs  to  which  fadlion  was  carried  in  a  meeting, 
where  it  was  propofed  to  clofe  all  the  fores  of  difcord.  Many 
of  the  principal  members  withdrew,,  with  intention  to  ac- 
knowledge the  elector  without  infixing  upon,  unreafonable 
conditions.     The  primate  and  marihal  were  in  the  number  of 
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VIII.  That  all  foreign  troops 
fhallbedifmiiTed/ 

IX.  That,  in  conlideration  of 
the  ravages  committed  by  the 
imperial  troops  in  Poland^  the 
emperor  fhall  grant  winter-quar- 
ters to  an  eqoal  number  of  Po/^ 
troops  in  his  dominions. 

X.  That  no  public  employ- 
ments of  truft,  profit,  or  digni- 
ty, fhall  be  given  to  foreigners. 

XL  That  the  a6t  of  naturali- 
zation granted  to  the  houfe  of 
Saxony  fliall  hot  extend  beyond 
the  royal  family. 

XII.  That  the  king  fhall  not 
ufe  the  title  of  eleftor.' 

XIII.  That  the  damages  done 
by  the  army  fhall  be  made  good 
at  the  expence  of  the  grand  ge- 
neral. '  ' 

XIV.  That  all  the  officers  in 
the  guards  and  army  fhall  pro- 
fefs  the  Romijh  religion. 

XV.  That  all  foreigners  in 
the  fervice  fhall  be  fent  out  of 
the  dominions  of  the  republic. 

XVI.  That  the  city  of  Dam- 
s&id  fhall  be  indemnified  the  lofTes 
fhe  has  fuflained  in  confequence 
of  the  capture  of  her  fhips,  or 
the  expedition  of  general  Brandt, 

XVII.  That  public  fentence 
ftall  be  pronounced  againft  the 


bifhop  of  Cujai'ua,  difqualify- 
ing  him  from  proclaiming  and 
crowning  any  future  fovereign. 

XVIII.  That  inquiry  fhall  be 
made  into  the  caufe  of  the  trea- 
fury's  being  broke  open. 

X^X.  That  ecclefiaflics  fhall 
not  be  diflurbed  in  pofTeffion  of 
their  eflates. 

XX.  That  general  Brandt  fhall 
acknowledge  and  anfwer  for  all 
the  damages  donp  in  PruJJia  by 
his  troops. 

XXI.  That  all  decrees  pafTed 
during  the  divifions  of  the  re- 
public fhall  be  cancelled  and  an- 
nulled (i).     , 

Such  was  the  bill  prefented  to 
Auguftus  by  the  ^fTembly  of  the 
rohoxy  many  of  the  articles  of 
which  could  not  poffibly  be  com- 
plied with,  becaufe  they  were 
extravagant,  and  the  higheft  re- 
flexion upon  his  honour.  It  will 
aopear  by  comparing  them  with 
t  le  paSia  con^venta  iigned  by  Fle^ 
mingy  what  additional  reftridlions 
were  l^id  on  the  royal  preroga- 
tive ;  and  hence  we  may  judge 
of  the  fincerity  of  the  primate's 
profeffions,  who  now  interefled 
himfelffo  little  in  bringing  the 
affembly  to  a  better  temper. 


(x)  Partben.  Ub»  U. 
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thofe  who  would  admit  of  no  relaxation  }  oR  the  cotitnrf> 
cb«y  infifled  that  the  bi(bop  of  Cujaiva  fhouM  be  depofed^  and 
for  ever  difqualified  from  holding  any  public  empbyaieRt,  ci- 
vil or  eccleftaftical ;  and  they  had  the  influence  tp  repair  At 
lofsof  the  late  feceffion,  by  fix  ftandards  of  the  crown^  and 
feverat  lords  who  now  declared  for  the  rohz^  and  embraced 
all  their  meafures. 

There  is  fomething  extremely  unaccountable  in  the  flue* 
tuacing  principles  of  the  Poles  at  this  juncture.     They  feldom 
adhered  to  any  particular  intereft,  aiid  feemed  to  be  eqitally 
agitated  by  avarice,  ambition,  priRci|rfe,  and  paflion,    each 
ruling  in  its  turn.    On  fome  occafions  prtvaie'  intereft  would 
fecm  to  prevai),    at  others  the  love  of  liberty  would  appear 
the  only  adtuacing  principle  ;  while  in  general,  prejudice  and 
paffion  conquered  every  other  emotion  of  the  heart.    The  lat- 
ter would  feem  to  have  wholly  fwayed  xhi%  afiemUy;  and  ma- 
ny perfons  were  furprifed  that  the  l^ing  ever  permitted  the 
rohoz  to  meet,  though  it  is  plain  that  he  was  deluded  by  .the 
primate's  profeilions,  and  induced  to  ic  by  an  earneil  deftre  to 
reftore  the  tranquility  of  the  republic,  which  had  not,  for  near 
the  fpace  of  two  years,,  tafied  the  fweeta  of  repofe.     it  was 
for  fimilar  reafons  that  he  refrained  from  giving  (atiafaAion  to 
the  Brande?tburg  envoy,  who  made  loud  complaints  of  the  vio* 
fences  committed  on  his  houfe,  of  the  mfults  offered  to  hia 
perfon^  and  of  the  infra£lion  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the 
privileges  of  ambafladors.     He  only  promifed  to  puni(b,  at  a 
proper  feafbn,  the  offenders,  and  the  minifter  was  forced  tb 
left  fatisfied  with  this  acknowledgment,  at  a  time'  when  the 
whole  kingdom  was  diftra£led.    The  confederates  perfiffed  in 
open  oppofition  to  Auguftus^  and  endeavoured  to  ftrengthen 
their  fadion  by  fuccours  from  France^  which  they  earneftly 
implored.    A  deputation  was  fent  to  Verfailks^  to  folicic  tfafl 
prince  of  Contis  return  s   but  they  met  with  a*  cold  teOeption* 
Lewis  was  not  only  offended  at  the  ufage  the  prince  had  met 
with  from  the  republic^  but  he  was  deeply  engaged  at  that 
time  in  affairs  of  greater  moment,  the  king  of  Spain's  iUnefs 
opening  a  profpe<^  for  his  grandfon  of  fucceeding  to  the  throne 
of  that  monarch.    This  difappointment  proved  riie  ruin  of  the 
,  fchemes  formed  by  the  confederates^  and  brought  the  greateft  • 
hivijions   advantages  to  Auguftm\   yet  Aill  the  troubles  in  LitbuJama 
in  Lithu<r  threatned  an  infurmountable  obfl:ru£lion  to  the  quiet  polleffion 
ania.         of  his  new  acquired  dignity.    Th^  ajmy  of  that  dutchy  had  aj- 
moft  entirely  revolted  from  the  great  general,    and  joined 
themfelves  to  the  party  formed  by  Oginski^  great  ftandard- 
bearer.     The  late  injunctions  laid  upon  both  thefe  noblemen 
by  the  king  availed  little  ;  all  t;)ie  riobility  who  had  fided  with 
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Ogittsii^  demanded  to  be  put  on  a  footing  with  the  fame  order 
lA  Poland,  They  alio  infifted  upon  -having  four  hundred  thou- 
filtid  crowns,  which  they  alledgcd  had  been  promifed  by  Sa- 
piihm  for  the  payment  of  arrears  due  to  the  army.  Had  a  pa- 
cificaition  depended  on  this  laft  article,  it  would  have  been 
eafily  procured  ;  it  was  the  king's  intention  to  purchafe  the 
pubiic  repofe  at  any  price ;  but  the  demand  which  was  now 
tnade^  of  ai&mbling  a  diet  in  arms  and  on  horfebaclc,  occa- 
fioded  moie  fpeculation  and  greater  difficulfj^.  He  dreaded 
die  effulion  of  blood,  and  the  thoughts  of  having  a  new  elec- 
tion propofed  %  and  thercfore'peremptorily  refufed  granting  this 
demand,  although  at  the  hazard  pf  feeing  the  defired  coequa- 
tion  of  the  Lithuanian  and  Polijh  nobility  take  effe£^,  a  ftep 
which  muft  rieceffarily  render  hino  unpopular  in  Poiand.  It 
was  particularly  prejudicial  to  the  intereft  of  Sapieha^  and  hap- 
piij^  for  Augujlm^  that  powerful  nobleman  oppofed  it  with  all 
his  ftrength  and  influence^  He  published  4  manifefto,  de- 
tnonftrating  that  Ogimki  not  only  violated  the  law»  of  the 
conftitution,  but  thofe  of  equity  and  humanity  alfo  ;'and  he 
f  evikd  in  the  bittereft  terms  the  cruelties  committed  by  that 
officer.  This  publication  wrought  a  happy  efFe(^ ;  many 
lv€re  imprefled  by  the  arguments,  and  not  a  few  were  fwayed 
by  the  elpqucnce  difplaycd,  and  the  dreadful  pidure  drawn  of 
the  violences  committed  by  Oginskt :  in  confequence  they 
tleferted  his  party^  joined  themfelvcs  to  the  intereft  of  Bapiehay 
^nd  declared  their  refokition  of  oppofing,  to  the  laft  drop  of 
their  blood,  everytneafure  which  had  a  tendency  to  difturb 
the  tranquility  of  the  dutchy  and  republic.  Even  this  did  not 
,  determine  the  controverfy;  the  fword  alone  was  capable  of 
imtying  thofe  knots,  which  had  foiled  all  the  addrefs  of  the 
king  and  government,  Sapieha  reinforced  by  the  defertert 
from  OgiHski^  marched  againft  that  general,  came  to  an  en- 
gagement, and,  after  an  dsftinate  conflidi,  obtained  the  ho- 
nour of  a  vi^tory^  with  the  lofs  of  fix  hundred  men,  killed 
and  wounded,  on  the  fide  of  the.  enemy. 

Thr  blood  fpilt  iwLithuania  abated  the  heats  of  party  in 
that  country;  but  it  was  otherwife  in  Poi&nd,  Seditious 
writings  were  fixed  upon  the  cathedral -door  of  JVarJaw^  and 
abfolution  ofiered  to  all  who  (hould  affift  in  maflacring  the 
German  foldiers.  A  great  reward  was  publiihed  for  difcovering  •  / 
the  author  of  thefe  pieces^  and  proper  cautions  were  taken  for 
guarding  againft  the  efFe^;  after  Which  the  king  fet  out  upon  ' 
a  progrcfs  to  PruJJia^  to  eftablifti  his  authority  in  that  pro- 
vince, one  of  the  moft  confiderable  of  the  republic.  Here  he 
vifited  the  fortification  of  Marienburg,  and  received  the  fub- 
miffion  of  the  magiftrat«s  ofEliifig  and  DantTack  i '  ^ftcr  which 

he 
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he  made  his  public  entry  into  the  laft  of  thefe  dttes,  receiving 
the  keys  from  the  hands  of  the  burgomaftefs.     In  a  word,  he 
J         received  the  homage  and  oaths  of  fidelity  from  the  inhabitants 
Q^  Marienburgy  Dantzick^  Elbingy  and  all  the  confiderable  ci- 
ties, towns,  and  villages  in  the  province ;  upon  which  he  re- 
turned to  JVarfaw. 
Dlffolution      During  his  abfence,  Paulucci  arrived  in  quality  of  nuncio 
cf  the  ro-  from  the  pontiiF,  with  more  ample  powers  than  thofe  given  to 
hoz,  and  Davia^  his  pred«ceflbr.     It  was  through  his  influence  that  the 
a  general    confederacy  was  diflblved,  on  a  reconciliation  efFe£^ed  between 
r^conctlia-  the  king  and  the  rohoz.    He  had  fo  artfully  fooihed,  cajoled, 
iion.  gj^j  threatened  the  primate,  that  the  inflexibility  of  that  pre- 

late yielded  Co  his  refpeft  for  the  holy  fee;  in  confequence of 
which  he  made  a  feeling  fpeech  to  the  aflembly  of  the  rohoz^ 
which  produced  a  tonference  with  the  king's  deputies.     Pau- 
lucci. took  upon  him  the  charaSerof  mediator,  aflifted  at  the 
conferences,  and  afted  with  fuch  impartiality,  that  all  parties 
were  fatisfied  his  fole  defign  was  to  reftore  the  peace  of  the 
country,  and  cruih  thofe  faftions  whiph  had  brought  Poland  to 
the  brink  of  deftrudion.     A  reconciliation  was  accordingly 
fjgned,  upon  condition,   that  the   king  fhould  exhibit   frefli 
proofs  of  his  having  embraced  the  Romijh  faith  ; .  that  he  fiiould 
ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  with  his  confort  to  follow  his  ex- 
ample ;  that  he  fhould  difmifs  the  Proteftant  mirtiflers  in  his 
army;  that  he  fhould  pafs  an  authentic  acfi  to  preferve  the 
freedom  of  elections  and  diets  ;  that  he  fhould  not  require  to 
be  reimburfed  in  thefurris  expended  in  Poland \  that  he  fhould 
pay  the  arrears  due  to  the  army ;  that  he  fhould  employ  his 
forces  in  regaining  AT^wm/W^,  and  re- uniting  that  city  and  the 
province  of  PWWia  to  the  crown;  that  he  fhould  afterwards 
difmifs  all  the  foreign  troops  ;  that  he  fhould  revoke  his  grants 
of  certain  demefnes  to  private  perfons,  and  apply  them  to  the 
fupport  of  his  houfhold ;  that  he  fhould  give  the  preference 
to  the  members  of  the  rohoz  in  the  diflribution  of  public  of- 
fices;  that  the  primate  fhould  confirm  the  king's  ele^^ion; 
'     and,  laftly,  that  this  prelate  fhould  give  his  majefty  the  bene- 
diclioa  in  the  great  church  oilVarfaw^  the  couirts  of  jufVice  to 
remain  fufpended  unt,il  that  ceremonial  was  completed,  and 
the  king  confirmed  in  the  poiTellion  of  the  crown. 

Thus  happily  was  y/«^w/?«i  unanimoufly  acknowledged  fo- 
vercign  of  Poland^  without  we  except  the  palatine  o^  Sandomiry 
who.  not  only  rdudid  to  fign,  but  entered  a  prqteft  of  nullity 
againfl?  the  agreement :  a  cifcumftance  which  gave  but  little 
diilurbance  to  the  king,  who  was  fenfible  that  hen^uft.foofl 
glole  in  with  the  fentiments -of  the*  nation.  Accordingly  the 
(nur?cl)Jil  of  the  afTcmbly  broke  his  ft^ft  to  %nify  that  the 
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confederacy  was  diflblved ;  after  which  7^  D^»m  was  iling  in 
the  cathedral,  and  a  fplendid  entertainment  given  in  the  qaftle, 
the  whole  concluding  with  general  demonftratipns  of  joy,  and 
the  loud  acclan^ations  of  the  pe6{»le  ^. 

,    *  Parthen.  lib.  ii.     Font.  lib.  vi,    Lett.  dePologn,  paffim 
I^ARRV  Hift.  tom.x. 


SECT.      VIII. 

Containing  the  TranfaSfions  of  the  Repuhlu:  to  the  Depo- 
Jition  fl/Auguftiis,  and  the  Elevation  of  Staniflaus 
to  the  "Throne  of  Poland. 

ALL  the  arts  of  the  primate  being  infufficient  to  extend  The pri- 
•^^  the  duration  of  his  authority  by  continuing   the  inter- mate tuaits 
regnum,  he  at  length  relu£^antly  yielded  fubmiflion,  and  waited  on  tile 
upon  the  king  at  IVarfaw^  with  thirty  of  the  principal  per- i/«^* 
iboages  of  the  rohoz^  and  paid  him  a  kind  of  homage;  not, 
however,  with  the  ufual  formalities,  which  he  refufed,  under 
pretetice  that  the  election  had  not  yet  been  folemnly  confirmed. 
He  likewife  had  the  honour  of  a  private  audience,  and  was 
clo&tte^d  for  two  hours  by  Jugujius^  though  to  very  little  pur- 
pofe,  the  prelate  waving,  with  great  addrefs,  every  propofal 
made  of  taking  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the,  king  ;  infifting,  that 
the  eledion  (houtd  be  confirmed  by  a  diet.     It  would  be  ab- 
liird  xtiAuguJim  to  confent  to  this  meafure,  which  would  be 
an  acknowledgment  that  neither  his  coronation  nor  eledion 
were  valid  :  the  prelate  was  fenfible  of  this ;  but  he  wanted  to 
prepare  the  way,  by  plaufible  excufes,  for  his  future  coodud, 
which  evinces  how  little  fmcerity  there  was  in  all  his  profef- 
fionsof  reconciliation.  ^ 

The  next  affair  which  alarmed  the  king's  attention  was  Troubles 
the  quarrel  between  Sapieha  and  Ogifisii,  which  divided  ail  ^*»  Lithaa- 
rUthuania^  land  had  already  occafioned  bloodfhed.     The  great  "*^* 
general  waS  fupported  by  the  army,   and  the  ftandard-bearet 
hy  all  the'nobility,  who  were  jealous  of  the  power  and  afpir- 
iog  views  of  Sapieha,     This  family,  indeed,  engrofled  all  the 
jHiblic  employments,  either  lucrative  or  honourable,  by  means 
of  their  great  influence  with  the  courts  an  influence  which 
•they  could  always 'maintain,  on  account  of  thisir  vaft  pofTeflions 
and  dependencies,     y^«/^«/?«j  had  already  attempted  a  reconci- 
liation between  tbefe  chiefs  by  his  own.  authority :  now  he 
fhQUght  proper  to  refer  it  to  the  fenate,  which  he  afTembled  on 
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purpofo  ta  deliberate  on  ^he  prefent  fituatioti  of  tlie  great 
dutchy  of  Lithuania.  The  deputies  of  the  arnvy  demaDded 
their  arrears,  and  laid  the  wbole  blame  of  their  cifcumftances 
on  Oginski^  though  lately  they  had  taxed  Sapieha  with  hariog 
detained  four  hundred  thoufand  livres.  Orders  were  fent  for 
thefe  two  noblemen  to  appear  at  fVarfaw,  and  Sapieha  tkeyci, 
while  Oginski  contented  himfelf  with  fending  his  brothef  t» 
attend  the  king  and  fenate.  In  confequence  a  treaty  w^ 
figned,  by  which  all  parties  agreed  to  lay  afide  their  differences; 
but  unfortunately  the  ^conciliation  was  fcaice  efFeSed,  wbcn 
Sapieha  received  advice  that  a  battle  had  been  fought  in 
Lithuania  during  his  abfence.  This,  it  was  imagined,  would 
throw  every  thing  again  into  confufion.  The  young  prince 
Sapieha^  to  whom  his  father  bad  left  the  command  of  the 
army,  feizcd  this  opportunity  of  trying  his  fortune,  anddif- 
playing  his  valour.  Accordingly  he  begun  his  march  at  die 
.  head  of  fix  fquadroncs  and  feven  battalions,  'nv^ith  a*  train  of 
feven  pieces  of  cannon  charged  with  grape-fliot,  againft  Qpn- 
ski^  who  was  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  oiyurginbarf'm 
Samogitia,  Oginski  drew  up  his  troops  in  order  of  battle,  de- 
termined to  give  them  a  warfn  reception  ^  hue  bis  armycmiU 
not  (land  before  the  fury  and  regularity  of  the  enemy's  fce: 
the  ranks  fell  iiito  confuffon,  the  whole  fied  in  diferckr,  and 
great  numbers  were  drowned  in  the  Niemen^  or  Aain  in  dit 
purfuk.  Oginski  had  the  good  fortune  ti»  eicape  fafe  oMO 
Di/cal  Prujfia^  whither  he  was  followed  1^  a  fi»aU  part  of  d» 
fhattered  remains  of  bis  forces ;  but  he  loft  fotir  pieces  of 
cannon,  all  the  money  for  the  ^yment  4si  the  army,  tA 
every  requifite  for  keeping  the  field  and  making  fAfh  kead 
againft  the  vitftonous  Sapieha.  The  news  of  tliis  combat 
deeply  afFcfted  the  elder  Sapieha^  who  feared  that  his  feirt 
rafhnefs  might  be  attributed  to  him  ;  but  itcaufed  no  alcevatioa 
in  the  treaty,  and  the  king  made  immediate  ufe  of  the  iniel* 
ligence  that  was  brought,  by^  publithing  a  mandate  to  tfa* 
following  eflfed.  That  fince  his  acceflion  he  had  labfifttrcdto 
compofe  the  civil  divifions,  and  reftore  the  peace  of  thegndit 
dutchy  of  Lithuania :  that,  as  it  was  necdTary  all  hoftilitia 
(hould  ceafe,  it  was  hispleafure  to  make  known,  ttiac  aliocbcf 
perfons  (hould  lay  down  their  arms,  and  repair  to  their  feveni 
homes,  as  foon  as  the  army  of  Lithuania  (hould  begin  to 
march,  to  a£i  in  conjundion  with  the  PoUJh  in  retaking  £*' 
mimeck:  that  whoever  (hould  henceforward  (bment  ncwdiii- 
.  fions  would  be  deprived  of  the  privileges  of  nobility,  and  fcb- 
]tQ.  to  fuch  other  punifjiments  as  the  law  infliSs  on  diftuitee 
of  tlic  public  tranquillity  i  and  Sapieha  fent  orders  for  ft« 

anay 
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army  ta  march  to  Leopold,  in  execution  of  the  treaty,  and 
conformity  tp  the  king's  mandate.    ^ 

The  king  had  ferious  defigos  upon  Kammeck\  the  re- q-^g  ^z^- 
taking  of  which  fortrefs  would  not  only  be  an  exceeding  po-  f^j^gj  ^^f 
pular  meafure,  but  furniih  him  with  a  fpecioas  pcetext  iotfieU,  and 
retaining  a  body  of  Saxons  in  the  kingdom.  Though  his  fo-  the  council 
vereignty  was  generally  acknowledged,  yet  Augujlus  did  not  is  divided* 
diink  hii^felf  perfectly  fecure  without  the  afiaftance  of  troops 
on  whofe  fidelity  he  might  depend.  Tht  Saxons  intended  for 
this  expedition  were  held  in  readineis,  and  the  duke  of  Wtr- 
temherg  was  colne  from  Germany  to  take  the  command :  the 
crown-army  was  quartered  on  the  frontiers  of  Podolia^  and 
magazines  had  been  formed  fu^ient  for  the  fubfiitence  of 
the  combined  forces  during  the  campaign.  On  the  tenth  of 
Augufi^  Auguftus  fet  out  for  Ravay  where  he  found  f^ter  czar 
of  Mufiovy^  with  whom  he  entered  into  conference  for  the 
fpace  of  three  days,  which  concluded  in  a  treaty  of  alliance^ 
that  laid  the  foundation  of  the  unfortunate  war  witb  Swe^ 
din.  On  the  rzar^s  departure,  Augujius  fet  out  for  Leopold^  ^ 
into  which  city  he  made  his  public  entry  with  great  magni- 
fic«fice.  The  eighteenth  of  Auguft  a  grand  council  was  held, 
at  which  aififted  the  fcnators,  t\i&  Polijh  generals^  and  the 
'principal  officers  of  the  Saxon  army,  which  gave  offence  Xa> , 
the  rigid  repuMicans.  Here  it  was  debated,  whether  Katm^ 
nietk  Aouid  be  immediately  attacked.  Some  of  the  council 
e^poufed  the  affirmative,  alledging,  that  the  place  could  not 
poilib^y  hold  out  until  the  winter  Ihould  oblige  the  army  to 
quit  ^the  field ;  while  others  fupported  the  negative,  becaufe 
the  feafon  was  too  far  advanced,  and  the  enterprize  more  dif- 
ficult than  was  imagined,  Befides,  they  thought  it  of  more 
confequence  to  fall  upon  Moldavia^  to  feize  the  principal  for- 
trefTes  in  that  country,  to  cut  ofF  the  communication  of  the 
Tlurks  with  Kaminiscky  and  to  quarter  the  Qerman  troops  in 
that  province  during  the  winter.  By  this^  foreigners  would  be 
removed  from  the  bofom  of  the  republic,  and  {Rationed  in 
ihofe. places  where  they  might  not  only  guard  the  kingdom 
from  irruptions,  but  ftand  between  danger  and  the  Polijh  army. 
There  was  fomething  indeed  extraordinary  enough  m  all  thefe 
counfels,  when  we  refle<3:  that  a  negotiation  was  now  adhialiy 
tarrying  on  between  the  Porte  and  the  Republic,  to  which 
both  the  Grand  Seignior  and  king  Augujlus  had  fent  commif* 
fioners.  A  few,  with  more  juftice  and  good  fcnfe,  recom- 
mended pacific  meafures;  and  alledged,  that  no  great  ftreiii 
couM  be  laid  on  the  affiftance  of  the  Emperor  %xvit  V^nelians^ 
with  wbom»the  republic  was  engaged  in  an  oflfen^v^  alliafice 
-       -  ^  for 
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for  two  years  |)receding  the  death  of  their  late  inonarch&- 
bieski.     As  each  party  obftinatcJy  perfifted  in  the  opinions  ad- 
•    vanced  j  the*  council  broke  up  without  coming  to  any  refolu- 
tion.     Next  day  they  met ;  but  were  not  more  unanimous: 
however,  a  majority  now  ^declared  for  peace,  ailed ged  their 
reafons,  and  were  oppofed  with  arguments  equally  plaufible 
in  point  of  policy,  but  lefs  confonant  to  equity,  and  th^t can- 
dour which  ought  to  dire£b  the  meafures  of  ftates,  as  well  as 
'    ;the  condu£b  of  individuals.     As  it  was  impoffible  tp  determine 
while  the  council  remained  divided,  Augujim  refolved  to  dif- 
oblige  neither  party  ;  but,  in  foAie  deggse,  to  aft  agreeable  to 
both.     With  this  view  he  nominated  an  extraordii^ary  am< 
baiTy  to  conclude  a  peace,  and  at  the  fame  time  made  prepa* 
rations  for  taking  the  field*    fie  reviewed   his  army  on  the 
fixth  of  September ;  and,  while  he  was  thus  employed,  advice 
'  arrived  that  a  body  of  Tartan  had  entered  Volhinia^  ravaged 
the  country  on  all  fides,  and  defeated  a  part  of  xht  PoEfi 
army.     In  confequence  the  king  put  himfelf  in  motion,  aod 
advanced  at  the  head  of  the  Saxons  to  join  the  crown-army, 
which  had  orders  to  meet  him  \n  Podhaicia.    In  their  march 
y-^^PQ]j[(}j  thither,  x\i^  Poles  were  attacked  by  forty  thoufand  Tir/m, 
army  at-    ^^^  ^^^  ^"^  made  prifoners  all  the  ftragglers  belonging  to 
tacked  hy    the  army,  and  kept  clofe  to  their  fkirts  until  they  arrived  io 
tJbeTsLr-    the  fixhurhs  o(  Podhaicia,    Here  it  was  expe&ed  they'flioald 
tars.   .       meet  the  Saxons  i  but  the  Po/ijh  general,  finding  he  was  dif- 
^  appointed,  drew  up  his  army  in  order  of  battle^  in  expefia- 
tion  of  being  attacked  by  the  Tartars ;  a  precaution  that  foofl 
proved  necefTary.     The  enemy  fell  in  by  break  of  day,  and 
by  their  impetuofity  hroke  the  advanced  guard,  threw  them- 
felves  on  the  iirft  line,  and  were  gallantly  fuftained.    Meet- 
ing with  infurmountable  difficulties  on  this  quarter,  the  Ta^" 
tars  furrounded  the  wings,  defeated  them,   and  penetrated  to 
the  baggage,  to  whjch  is  afcribed  the  fafety  of  the  Pi?//^  armf. 
While  the  Tartars  were  employed  in  plundering,  the  Ptw 
rallied,  and  renewed  the  charge, with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  the 
enemy  were  forced  to  retire  with  part  of  their  booty,  after 
an  obftinate  engagement  for  eight  hours,  during  which  the 
artillery  did  prodigious  executipn.     Yet  the  advantage  gained 
could  not  prevent  the  enemy  from  carrying  ofF  fome  very  va- 
luable plunder,  and  burning  the  fuburbs  and  part  of  the  city 
o(  Podhaicia:    however,  it  mufl  be  confefTed  that  thePtffe 
^    afled  with  great  bravery,  confidering  their  number  did  not 
exceed  eight  thoufand  men,  oppofed  to  forty  thoufand.    NiflC 
hundred  Poles  were  flain  in  the  adion,  above  a  thoufand  were 
wounded,  and  the  fon  of  the  great  general  Jaikivno/ii  «ridi 
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three  ftaroRs  were  carried  into  captivity  by  the  Tartars^  their 
ardour  puftiing  them  too  far  in.the  midft  of  the  enemy  *. 

As  the  army  of  Lrihuania  wzs  not  yet  arrived,  and  the  fea- 
fon  far  advanced,  Augujlus  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  hefieging 
Kamnieck  for  this  year,  and  made  difpofition^  for  putting  his 
troops  into  winter-quarters.     Juft  as  every  thing  was  in  rea- 
dinefs  for  this  purpofe,  the  Lithuanians  joined  the  army ;  and 
advice  was  at  the  fame  time  brought,   that  the  Tartars,  rein- 
forced by  great  numbers  of  their  own   countrymen,  and  a 
ftrong  detachment  of  janiflaries,  were  advancing  to  revenge; 
their  late  difgrace.     This  intelligence  extremely  embarrafled 
Augujlus.     A  thoufand  circumftances  evinced  the  little  ^t- Di'vijtons 
pendence  he  could  have  on  the  Polesy  when  joined  with  the  between 
Saxons,  whom,  they  detefted,  and  either  of  the  armies  fingly  tJ^e  Poles 
would  be  infufficient  to  refift  the   enemy.     Nor  were   the  ^»^  Sax* 
Saxons  iefs  odious  to  the  Lithuanians,  who  took  every  occafion  o^^, 
to  affront  and  infult  the  German  officers,  which  had  almoft 
involved  the  united  armies  in  fceiies  of  civil  difcord  andblood- 
flied.     Their  mutual  animofity  daily  increafed,  and  at  length 
rofe  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  the  king,  believing  his  perfon  was 
no  longer  fafe  in  the  Polijh  camp,  drew  up  the  Saxons  in  order  » 

of  battle,  with  intention  to  obtain  juft ice  by  force  of  arms,  in 
cafe  the  crown- generals  refufed  to  punifh  the  authors  of  the 
tumult.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Poles  and  Lithuanians  drew  ' 
up,  affording  the  faireft  opportunity  to  the  Tartars  to  ruin 
both,  had  they  received  intelligence  of  the  divifion  j  and  in 
this  fituation  the  two  armies  continued  for  above  half  a  day, 
when  the  menaces  of  the  Polijh  army  to  join  with  the  primarc 
and  nobility  againft  the  foreign  troops,  obliged  Augujlus  to 
quit  the  field,  and  repair  to  Leopold,  after  having  affigncd 
quarters  to  the  Saxons  at  a  diflance  from  the  army  of  the  re- 
public. 

AUGUSTUS  had'Yrarce  checked  the  divifions  in  Poland  by  The  trou- 
his  prudent  management,  when  the  troubles  in  Lithuania  again  bles  in 
broke  out  with  redoubled  vehemence.     The  treaty  mediated  Lihuaniir 
by  the  king  and  fenate  had   not  quieted  the  fpirits  of  the  renexved, 
people,  or  reftoied  that  harmony  which  was  necefl'ary  to  the  ' 
tranquillity  of  the  dutchy.     On  the  contrary,  it  proved  a  niere 
temporary  expedient  to  enable  the  Lithuanian  army  to  take  ' 

the  field.  The  members  of  the  diet  difavowed'  the  treaty  of 
JVarfaw  concluded  by  their  deputies  ;  and,  aflembling  at  IVil" 
na,  proteftcd  againft  almoft  every  article,  declaring  that  the 
deputies  had  greatly  exceeded  their  inftru£tions,  and  been  in- 
veigled into  an  agreement  prejudicial  to  the  interefls  of  the 

*  Pahth.  lib.  iii,    Univ,  HilV.  tom.'xiii. 
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dutch^.  This  alluded  to  the  a^  of  coequatioHy  and  not  to 
the  quarrel  betwecn,5tf/>/Vi^  and  Oginskij  though  thb  too  was 
renewed  as  a  ncccflary  coi>fequcrK:e  pf  the  othe^.  In  this  af- 
*  fembly  it  was  refolved  to  fummon  the  whole  body  of  the  no- 
bility to  meet  at  Grsdm  on  the  fifteenth  of  O^ober^  in  order 
to  raife  money  for  the  payment  of  the  army,  which  would 
Jccure  the  troops  in  their  intereft ;  and.  in  the  mean  ihuc 
hoftilities  commenced,  the  lands  belonging  to  the  houfe  of 
Rachivil  being  entirely  defolatedj  rather  frdoi  wamoiine6 
than  any  particular  pique  to  that  noble  family. 

To  thefe  evils  was  fuperadded  an  open  attack  on  the  re- 
public, made  by  the  ejeflor  of  5r^W<?«^«rf ,  who  had  feizcd 
upon  the  city  Elbing^  as  an  equivalent  for  a  debt  of  three 
hundred  thoufand  rixdollars  due  to  him  by  the  crown  of  P^ 
land  fince  the  reign  of  king  Cafimir.  This  city  had  been 
pledged  to  him  in  fecurity  of  payment ;  the  affair  had  been 
forty  years  in  agitation,  and  the  late  treaty  fet  on  foot  be- 
tween Augujlus  and  the  eleflor,  was  broke  oflF  without  com- 
ing to  any  conclufion.  Before  he  invefted  the  |dace  tbe 
cledlor  publifhcd  a  manifefto,  declaring  the  reafims  upon 
which  was  founded  his  refolution  of  doing  himfelf  juffice  j 
at  the  fame  time  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  primate,  and  no- 
'  tified  his  pretenfioiTs  to  the  magiftrates  of  the  city  in  difputft 

The  magiftrates  defired  time  to  confidcr  the  elector's  propo- 
fal,  and  at  laft  offered  to  pay  the  money  for  the  crown  at 
certain  inftallments,  rather  than  be  oppreflcd  by  a  military 
force  5    but  the  eleflor,  either /ufpefling  that  this  was  an  ar- 
tifice  to  procure  delay,  or  poffibly  chufing  rather  to  be  ma- 
fter  of  the  city  than  to  have  the  fum  required  refunded,  or- 
dered trenches  immediately  to  be  formed,  and  threatened  to 
bombard  the  place  if  the  magiftrates  made  any  fcruples  about 
capitulating.     This  menace  wrought  the  defired  effefl,  and 
the  city  capitulated  on  the  eleventh  of  November^  on  condi- 
tion that  the  privileges,  religion,  Cchools,  and  hofpitals  fliould 
be  preferved  on  their  prefent  footing.     To  this  was  added  an 
article  refpefiing  the  confervation  of  the  magiftracy  and  com- 
merce, the  fuppreffion  of  impofts  on  their  merchandize  at 
'Pilau^  with  other  conditions  of  lefs  importance.     Juguflm 
was  at  Leorpold  ready  to  fet  out  fof  Lithuania^  when  advice  ar- 
rived that  Elbingvfzs  invefted  by  the  forces  of  BranJenhurf 
7hekin£5-  The  news  extremely  embarrafied  and  affedted  him;   hcdc- 
refentment  clared  the  neceffity  of  having  reparation,    and  exprcffed  hfl 
againjl  the  refentment  in  terms  the  moft  bitter  and  lively.     He  wrote  to 
e^^orof    jj^^  (tmik  a  letter  full  of  indignation  ^t  the  ekibor's  perfidy  J 
ran  en-   the  primate  and  the  nobility  joined  in  his  complaints ;  ^y 
^^^*        their  pafiion  evaporated  in  murmurs  and  revilings  j  the  fcafon 
2  fo^ 
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ifx  relieving  the  magiftrates  was  loft,  and  Elbing  felt  a  facri- 
fice  to  the  difcords,  jealoufics,  and  irrefolution  of  the  repub- 
lic.    Malignity  was  carried  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  the  king's 
indignation  was  fuppofed  counterfeit,  and  that  prince  ailuaTly 
taxed   wi^h  conniving  at  the  elc£lor*s  defigp^s  :     however, 
Augujius  laboured  to  refute    the  malicious  aecufation,   and 
carneftly  folicited  the  republic  to  affift  him  in  retaking  a  place 
equally  important  to  the  honour,  intereft,  and  fecurity  of  the 
P^Z/y^  dominions.   Such  indeed  were  the  mutual  diftrufts,  that 
the  royal  remonftrance  produced  no  other  efFe£l  than  a  refo- 
'  Jution  to  put  Thorn  and  Dantzick  on  their  guard  ;    to  petition 
the  king  to  fend  the  Saxon  army  into  Polijh  PruJJia  ;   to  pub- 
lifli  an  order  for  the  pofpoUte  of  this  province  to  take  the 
field  on   the  third  fummons ;     to  requeft  the  affiftance  of 
the  allies  of  the   republic ;    and  to  order  the  refident  of 
Brandenburg  inftantly  to  quit  the  Polijh  territories.     Next  the 
king  publimed  the  Univerfaliaf  taxing  the  eledlor  .with  in- 
juftice  and  ingratitude,  which  piece  was  anfwered  by  fimilar 
accufations  on  the  fide  of  the  court  of  Berlin;    and  thefe  vi- 
rulent publications  were  followed  by  a  kind  of  irregular  de- 
claration of  war,   while  both  parties  feemed   to  apprehend 
the  confequences  of  a  rupture,    f 

A  WAR  in  the  North  could  not  but  be  prejudicial  to  the  inte- 
xefts.of  the  court  o( Vienna  at  this  junfture ;  the  emperor  there- 
fore laboured  to  efFeft  a  reconciliation,  and  offered  his  media- 
tion, which  was  accepted  by  both  parties,  who  acknowledged 
themfelves  his  fubjedls,  as  far  as  they  were  members  of  the  Ger- 
manick  body.  The  cohdudi  of  the  negotiation  was  entrufted  to 
count  Sareniski^  the  imperial  envoy  at  Warfavu^  a  perfon  ex- 
tremely beloved  by  the  Polifh  nobility.  The.minifter  exerted  his 
utmoft  ability  ;  AuguJlus  was  ftrongly  difpofed  to  an  accom- 
modation, on  account  of  the  divifions  in  his  kingdom  ;  the 
cleftor  declared  his  intention  for  peace^  yet  was  the  treaty 
protrafted  for  above  a  year,  becaufe  Brandenburg  infifted 
upon  the  reimburfenient  of  we  demand  on  the  crown  of  Po- 
/a»<ar  as  a  preliminary  article. 

While  the  negotiation  with  the  eleSor  of  Brandenburg  The  Li- 
was  in  agitation,  the  king  applied  his  mind  to  the  affairs  of  thuanians 
Lithuania^  which  rofe  to  a  greater  height  of  confufion,  while  oppofe'the 
his  attention  was  diverted  by  the  fituation  of  Elbing.     K\W^^^^^'  '^ 
the  Saxon  .cavalry,  with  Flemings  regiment,    had  orders  to 
take  up  their  quarters  on  certain  lands  affigned  for  the  main- 
tenance   of  the  king's  houfliold  in  Lithuania.     Thif^  order 
was  regarded  by  the  Lithuanians  as  a  violation  of  their  privi- 
leges.    In  confequence  the  fenate  affembled  at  Grodno^  and 
the  nobility  of  the  dutchy  fent  two  deputies  toJugufi§s^  who 
advanced  to  Brejzcia  in  his  way  to  Lithuania^  affuring  him  of 

Mod.  Hist,  Vol,  XXXIV.  X  thtir 


.  -o6  ^   ST^^  Hiftory  of   Polandt. 

their  %eal  and  fidelity,  but  requefting  that  the  Saxons  mx^t 
not  be  quartered  in  the  dutchy,  and  pleading  as  the  reaibn  of 
their  petition,  that  the  country  was  already  impoveriflied  and 
exbaufted  by  the  hoftilities  of  the  parties  in  open  arms.  They 
alfo  demanded  arrears  due  for  eight  years  to  the  Liihuaman 
army  ;  and  added  onenaces  to  oppofe  the  entrance  of  the  Sax^ 
onsy  unlefs  this  was  granted.  Without  regarding  their  threats 
/  the  king  ordered  twelve  regiments  to  advance  to  Grodno^ 
placed  a  garrifon  in  the  tower,  and  diftrtbuted  the  remainder 
of  the  forces  in  the  quarters  firft  affigned. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  afcertain  precifely  the  ftate  of  the 
debates  in  this  dutchy ;    but  the  chief  motives  of  difturbance 
were  the  treaty  of  Warfaw^   by  which  the  coequation  was 
fettled,  the  quartering  of  the  Saxon  troops,  and  the  private 
animofity  between  Sapieba^  who  might  be  confidered  as  the 
partisan  of  Augujiuty  and  Oginskiy  who  was  feconded  by  the 
nobility.    The  former  was  at  the  head  of  the  army,  amount- 
ing only  to  eight  thoufand  men  }    and  the  latter  was  made 
general  of  a  corps  of  the  gentr}'  and  iiobility,  who  exceeded 
double  that  nnmber.    The  fuperlority  of  his  flrength  urged 
Oginski  to  wipe  off  the  difgrace  of  his  late  defeat :    accord- 
ingly he  attacked  Sapieha^  and  foon  obtained  a  vidory  over 
an  army  fo  unequally  matched.   This  turn  of  affairs  inclined 
the  chiefs  in  the  army  to  accept  the  propofed  mediation  of 
the  biihop  o^TVilnay  who  was  authorized  by  the  king  to  ac- 
commodate the  differences.     The  prelate  laboured  in  this 
attempt ;  but  met  with  little  fuccefs,  as  the  two  armies  were 
fo  nearly  encamped,  that  another  action  was  hourly  expeSed^ 
which  determined  Augufius  to  a  vigorous  ftep  that  alone  could 
terminate  the  difpute.    He  ordered  count  Fleming  to  advance 
with  the  Saxons  between  the  two  armies,  and  inftru<Sed  that 
officer  to  enjoin  Sapieha^  in  the  name  of  the  king  and  the 
republic,    immediately  to  difband  the  army.      Sapieha  was 
ftruck  with  this  order,  paufed  a  little,  but  refleding  on  the 
confequences  pi  difobedience,    and  the  fuperior  ftrength  of 
Oginskiy    he  complied,  by  which   the  way  was   paved  to  a' 
The  arm   ^^^^^y  ^  pacification.     Commiffioners  were  immediately  ap- 
5^ Lithua- pointed  to  meet;    it  was   mutually  agreed,  that  the  army 
msLiii/'      Oiould   remain  difbanded  ;    that  two   thoufand   fix  hundred 
handed^      foot,  including  the  regiment  of  the  republic,  fliould  be  re- 
€jnd  a        tained  as  a  ftanding  force  ;    that  every  officer  (bould  take  an 
treaty'eK"   oath  of  fidelity  to  the  king,  and  the  ftates  oi Ltihua?iia -y  that 
^^«  eleven  hundred  dragoons  {hould  be  maintained  upon  the  fame 

footing  j  that  the  Hungarian  forces  fhduld  be  difmiffed  ;  that 
a  year's  pay  fhould  be  advanced  to  the  army,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  Which  they  were  to  renounce  their  claim  to  all  further 

arrears; 


iiilbrra.;  that  a  geoeril  amnei^y  (hould  take  place  i  (hal  the 
ifums  fiipuiaeed  by  the  pa^a  cmventa,  in  favour  of  the  aro^, 
Aould  be  advanced;  that  the  republic  (hould  follick  the 
execution  df  that  pomife  i  diat.  new  levies  ihould  be  defer- 
.jred  until,  the.  enfuing  feafon}   that  means  flioukl  be  takert  4 

to  oblige  tke  great  general  t(>  obferve  the  inftitutioa  t)f  cp- 
mquation^  that  the  palatines  who  refufed  aiHgning  quarters  to 
the  troops, 'fliould  be  conpelled  thereto  by  the  diet;  that 
-die  expeoces  of  the  artilleiy  flioidd  be  .provided  for  by  certain 
iiinds  fpecHied  in  the  agteement ;  that  the  cannon  fhould 
-be  lodged  .iii  the  arfetial  of  ffUndy  from  whence  it  fhould 
only  be  removed  to  be  employed  againft  the  ene^iies  of  the 
republic ;.  and  that  the  Tartar's  Of  Lhbumua  fliould  be 
jcqually.pvoteded  by  both  parties  in  their  perfons  and  efFeds, 
firovided  tbef  immediately  fvore  fidelity  to  the  king  and  re-  - 
pobKCf' 

In  confequetice  c(F  diis  treaty  the  .troops  were  diicharged,    ^'  ^* 
after  which  the  number  ftipulaced  were  retaken  into  the  fer-     '^9^* 
vice;  itnd >  to  conclude  the  affair  with  more  folemnity,  the 
i>i(bop  of  ^/do  fiing  Te  D^unh  with  the  a£k  of  thankigiving, 
iKxompanied  by  a  general  difchai^  of  the  artillery,  and  ac- 
clamations at  this  happy  period  to  domefiic  fadion. 

Qn  the  king's  return  to  War/aw  his  firfl  care  was  to  fall 
tipon  meafures'  for  reconciling  the  primate  and  the  bifhop  of 
Cujaivaj  whofe  diilenrions  might  again  embroil  the  republic* 
This  was  a  point  of  the  utmoft  coniequence,  efpecialiy  aa 
the  primate  ftill  demanded  a  confirmation  of  the  election  in 
a'  general  di^t,  and  a  dedfion  of  that  difpute,  whether  the 
hiCbop  of  Cttjaiva  had  a  right  either  to  proclaim  or  crown  a 
king  of  P§tandf  He  had  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  af- 
iemble  a  diet  for  thn  purpofe,  and  the  king  confented  that 
the  flates  fhoaid  meet ;   but  he  was  fwayed  by  a  doable  mo^ 
tive  to  delay'  this  aflembly  until  the  month  of  March.    Hence 
he  wogld  have  more  leifure  to  efk&  a  reconciliation  between 
the  two  great  prelates,  and  might  be  able  to  judge  of  the 
iffiie  of  the  congrefs  at  CarkwitZy  both  which  would  produce 
a.  good  effed,  and  bring  the  diet  into  an  obliging  humour. 
The  latter  negotiation  pafTed  to  a  final  conclufion  with  aH  the 
facility  and  fuccefs  imaginable.     A  peace  was  figned  between  p^^^^  ^ 
the  king  and  republic  oil  the  one  hand,  and  the  Grand  Seig-  Carlo- 
luor  on  the  other,  by  Stanijiaut  Malakowsku  pleiiipotentiary  ^itz. 
from  Poland  to  the  congrefs,  and  Mahomet  Efftndi  and  AUx-  Jan.  ai. 
€mdir  Mama  Candato^  ambafTadors  from  the  PorU.  This  tre^y 
contained  in  fubftance  as  follows  :    ift.  The  antient  acmiy 
Hiail  be  renewed,  ancTthe  provinces  of  the  two  f^ates  difiin-    '    ' 
KUifhed  by.  the  boundaries  which  were  mutually  acknowledged 
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beforie  the  wan    2.  The  republic  fiiall  reflore  all  her  con- 
qucfts  on  the  frontiers  of 'Moldavia.     3.  Kamnieck^  all  P»- 
d$liay  and  the  Ukraine^  fliall  be  teftorcd  in  their  prefent  fi- 
tuation  to  Ptf&«i.    4.  The  Gttind  Seignior  fliali  ftriflly  en- 
join all  his  fubjefls  and  vaffaly,  whether  Turh  or  TartarSy 
from  making  irruptions  into  the  P^//j% -dominions.     All  tho 
Turkf/h  governors  and  officers  fliall  ha?e  peremptory  orders 
to  be  vigilant  in  guarding  the  frontiers,  and  active  in  punifli- 
ing  all  violators  of  the  treaty,  the  republic  engaging  to  do  die 
fame  on  her  part.    5.  Poland  fhall  be  acknowledged  a  ftate 
entirely  free  and  independent.     6.  TheTVir/tfri,  who  have 
deferted  their  own  country  to  pofiefs  lands  to  which  thcf 
had  no  right,  ihalt  return  and  refide  within  their  antiept  li* 
mits.    7.  The  religious  of  the  Roman  Catholic  fierfuaikin^ 
diro'  the  whole  Turiijh  empire,  fliall  enjoy  the.  free  exercife  of 
the  fundions  annexed  to  their  religion  and  circumftances,  ac- 
cording to  antient  treaties  fubfifting.  ■  8.  Mutual  liberty  of  trade 
fliall  be  reftored,  and  the  merebants  of  either  nation  fiiffbtd 
to  pafs  without  moleftation,  on  paying  the  duties  fpecified 
by  antient  treaty  and  agreement ;  and  no  merchant  ihall  be 
obliged  to  pay  a  d^bt  claimed  only  upon  verbal  evidence. 
•     9.  All  prifoners  taken  during  the  war  fliall  be  mutually  fs- 
leafed,  on  paying  the  ranfom  adjufted  by  former  treaties; 
the  ranfom  to  diminifli  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  the 
captivity.    Prifoners  taken  after  the  condufion  of  the  treaty^ 
to  be  reflored  without  ranfom,   and  a  free  paflfage  granted 
them  through  the  dominions,  of  either  power.     10.  The  vai<- 
vode  of  Moldavia  fliall  continue  a  good  underftanding  with 
the  republic;    and  neither  P^Ami  not  Moldavia HaaW  pro- 
tect: or  countenance  the  fugitives  of  either  country.    By  the 
1  ith  and  laft  article,  former  treaties,  in  every  point  not  fpe- 
cified in  the  prefent,  were  confirmed.    Each  of  the  con^ 
trailing  powers  agreed  to  notify  it  to  their  refpe&ive  allies, 
governors,   officers,    and  magiftrates,  within  the  fpace  of 
thirty  days,  and  to  punifli  any  infrafidon  with  great  feverity. 
The  republic  engaged  to  fend  an  ambafiador  tO'  exchange 
the  ratifications  at  the  Porte^  and  alfo  to  pay  the  compliment 
of  a  folemn  ambafly  to  the  Sultan,  as  foon  as  conveniency 
would  admit. 

In  this  manner  did  the  peace,  of  CarUvniz  reftore  the  im* 
portant  fortrcfs  oi  Kaminiecky  the  province  of  Padolia^  and 
the  vaft  territory  of  the  Ukraine  to^ Poland;  an  happy  event 
fqr  Augujius^  vjYio  was  thereby  difengaged  from  the  mpft  dii& 
£cult  of  the  engagements  contraded  by  the  pa^  conventa% 
It  was  not  doubted  but  this  event  would  pave  the  way  to 
•ther  felicities,  the  entire  re*eftablifliment  of  the  public  tran* 
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gttillity)  and  confirmation  of  the  foverdgn  on  the  throne. 
The, peace  was  celebrated  by  fplendid  public  rejoicings  at /^«^/^ 
Warjawy  which  were  foon  interrupted  by  an  expedition  of  the  of  ^ 
remote  Tartars^  who  either  were  not  informed  of  the  pacifi*  Tartars, 
cation,  or  took  advantage  of  the  fecurity  of  the  Poles.  They 
advanced  in  a  vaft  body  as  far  as  Leopold^  plundering  and  ra« 
vaging-  all  before  them,  and  were  preparing  to  return  with 
prodigious  booty  and  twelve  thoufand  captives,  when  a  de* 
tachment  of  Poles  fell  upon  them  and  retook  great  part  of  the 
prifoners.  This  incident  checked,  but  did  not  etitirely  flop 
the  courfe  of  pleafure  at  court.  The  carnivatwas  fplendid 
and  magnificent,  beyond  any  thing  ever  beheld  m  Poland  i 
and  the  politenefs,  graceful  perfon,  and  majeftic  air  of  the 
monarch,  contributed  greatly  to  gain  over  the  afFeftions  of 
the  Polesy  and  fofteh  the  animouty  of  his  moft  inveterate 
enemies. 

At  a  council  held  about  this  time,  it  was  refolved,  that 
the  diet  ihould  not  be  convoked  before  the  lafl  day  of  May 
enfuing;    that  it  {hould  be  referred  to  the  king  to  appoint 
commimoners  to  receive  frond  the  hands  of  the  Turks  refti- 
tution  of  the  places  fpecified   in  the  treaty  of  Carlowitzi 
that  the  mediation  of  the  maritime  Hates  (hould  be  accepted, 
to  accommodate  the  diBFerences  with  the  court  of  Berlin ;  and 
that  conferences  (hould  be  held  for  this  purpofe  at  Elbmg^ 
and  not  at  Brefiau^  as  had  teen  prqpofed.     With  refpe.d  tb 
the  reftitution  of  Elhing^  the  king'was  left  at  liberty  to  aft 
as  he  thought  fit  and  conjunSures  might  require.    Sweden^ 
Denmark^    the  ftates-general,    and  even    the  emperor  and 
French  king  offered  their  good  offices  :    mediators  were  not 
wanting  ;    but  the  eledor's  policy,  and  ftrong  defire  of  pof- 
feffing  this  city,  raffed  difficulties.  A  congrefs  was  fitting,  yet 
jlugujius  perceived  the  neceffity  of  preparing  for  war,  though 
he  was  fenfible  that  the  mediating  powers  would  opppfe  his 
laying  fiege  to  Elbing.    However,  this  furniOjed  him  with  a  j^jre/i  u 
plaufible  excufe  for  retaining  the  Faxons  in  the  kin^^dom,  tho*  di/mijs  the 
repeated  addrefTes  were  prefented,  defiripg  they  might  be  dif-  Saxons. 
mifTed.     He  flattered  bimfelf  likewife  that  his  preparations 
would  render  the  ele^or  niore  pliant ;    but  he  was  deceived 
in  both  con]e<3ures.    The  Saxons  became  odious  to  all  ipen,  ' 
not  from  their  own  mifconduft,  but  from  the  jealoufy  which 
the  Poles  always  entertain  of  foreigners.     The  primate,  fc- 
conded  by  a  great  number  of  fenators  and  the  nobility,  fire- 
xiuoufly  oppofed  the  defign  of  retaking  Elhinghy  force  of  armsi,  . 
from  an  apprehenfion   that  this  meafure  might   involve  th^ 
republic  in  a  war,  and  in  expences  which  the  trcafury  was  ini 
up  condition  tg  fupply.    Nptwithftanding  their  rcmoaftrance,  ^ 
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a  camp  was  tftarked  out  at  Marienburgy  and  the  Saxw  artlU 
Icry  fent  to  PnUjh  Pruffta^  which  oWigcd  the  eleftor  to  prCr 
pare  for  his  defence.  Th^t  prince  bad  intelligence  of  a  con- 
fpiracy  fct  on  foot  by  the  magiftratcs  6f  EUnng  to  introduce 
the  king's  troops,  and  he  took  the  moft  effeftual  me^rure$ 
to  defeat  the  projeft.  A  ftronger  garrifon  was  put  in  the 
town  than  had  been  ftipulated  in  the  capitulatiop,  the  kcy^ 
were  t^ken  from  the  magiftrates,  and  all  the  guards  mounted 
by  the  troops  of  Brandenburg  inftead  of  the  citizens  and  mi- 
litia. 
A  pentrd  ^^  ^^^  ^^'^  ^^''^  affairs  when  the  diet  aflembled,  the  refult 
Metnvhich  ^^  which  the  eledlor  determined  to  await.  It  met  on  the  day 
ends  hap-  appointed,  and  a  marechal  was  chofen  v(rithout  oppofition,  from 
pilj.  ■  which  the  king  drew  a  happy  prefage  :  but  this  harmony 
was  not  of  long  duration  \  the  diet  demanded  that  the  Saxons 
fhould  be  difmiiTed^  and  the  king  waved  it  by  every  art  and 
intrigue.  At  length  debates  rofe  fo  high,  xhTit  JuguftUs^  fearr 
ing  the  confequences,  gave  the  moft  folemn  aflurances  that 
part  of  the  German  army  already  had  orders  to  quit  Poland^ 
^nd  the  reft  were  preparing  with  all  expedition  to  oblige  the 
cKet.  He  remonftrated,  however,  that  this  could  not  be 
done  till  fifteen  days  after  the  aflembly  broke  up ;  that  he 
then  Ibbuld  require  ample  fecurity  for  his  perfon,  and  expedV 
that  a  guard  of  fourteen  hundred  Saxom  fhould  always  be 
iiiffered  to  remain  about  his  court.  To  enforce  this  demand, 
Auguftus  ordered  the  a^a  conventa  to  be  read,  by  which  he 
was  allowed  a  gustrd  of  iix  thoufad  men  :  all  were  now 
fenfible  of  his  moderation,  and  acceded  to  his  opinions  with- 
out farther  litigation.  A  deputation  waited  upon  \\\s  majefly 
to  acquaint  him  with  the  inclination  of  the  diet.  Augujius 
gaye  audience,  fixated  on  a  magnificent  throne  j  hp  preferved 
all  the  dignity  of  a  foyereign  in  his  air,  but  the  complacency 
of  his  manner  obtained  whatever  he  pleafed  from  the  depu- 
ties. Such  was  the  popularity  he  acquired,  that  he  was  fbl- 
licited  to  prefide  in  perfon;  be  accepted  the  invitation, 
and  his  Mdrefs  quickly  contributed  to  the  happy  ifTue  of  the 
^iet,  which  confirmed,  by  unanimous  confent,  the  aft  prO'- 
jefled  for  the  fafety  and  authority  of  the  king,  anriexing  ^ 
claufe,  by  which  the  moft  rigorous  punifhments  were  de- 
nounced agalnft  whoever  fhould  make  any  attempts  againfl 
his  perfon  and  dignity,  or  offer  to  renounce  obedience  to  his 
authority.  It  was  alfo  refolved,  that  all  Saxon  and  other  fo- 
reign dependents  ppon  thp  king\  court,  fhould  continue 
about  his  perfon;  th;it  the  king  fhpuld  always  retain  fix 
minifters  or  counfellorSjjOf  ftate  for.  the  affairs  of  Saxony  i 
J)Qt  his  maijefty,  tof^mpve  all  €Xceptions>  declared  he  woul4 
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be  fatisfied  with  a  third  of  the  number.  It  was  further  decreed, 
that  befides  the  two  regiments  of  infantry  called  the  king's 
and  queen's^^  there  fhould  remain  twelve  hundred  hoirfe,  un- 
der the  names  of  great  mufqueteers  and  tr^in-bands  ;  that  an 
equal  number  of  Saxon  troops  ihould  remain  in  Lithuania^ 
f  he  whole  to  be  maintained  at  the  expence  of  the  republic ; 
that  arrears  for  two  years  fhould  be  paid  to  the  Polijb  army, 
and  the  king  authorifed  to  put  the  forces  of  the  republic  ,  \ 
on  a  better  footing.  In  a  word,  every  thing  was  tranfai^ed 
with  peffedl  harmony,  and  to  the  king's  fatisfa£tion,  the  diet 
doling  with  the  primate  and  the  great  chamberUin  BUlinski^ 
ligning  the  a£t  of  eledion. 

The  refult  pf  the  diet  was  by  no  means  agreeable  to  the 
hope  entertained  by  the  eleSor  of  Brandenburg.  That  prince 
was  in  expedlation  that  fuch  heats  would  arife  as  muft  fuffi* 
ciently  divert  Augujius  fron^  any  attention  to  the  affair  of  £/- 
hing.  This  occafioned  his  protrading  the^ negotiation  during 
the  whole  winter,  and  rifii^g  or  falling  in  his  demands^  juft 
as  the  intelligence  he  received  of  the  tranfadions  in  the  diet 
direfted.  ,He  now,  however,  feni  an  envoy  extraordinary  to 
Warfaw^  and  relaxed  fo  much  in  his  demands,  that  a  treaty 
was  concluded  to  the  following  eiFed:  the  firft  ,  article  ^^^ 
contained  a  reciprocal  promife  to  harbour  no  refentment, '^^Jf^ '^^ 
not  only  upon  account  of  the  feizure  of  Elhingy  but  of  any  ^^eaor  pf 
thing  faid,  wrote,  or  publilhed  by  either  party.  This  article  Brandea- 
likewife  ftipulated,  that  a  perpetual  amity  and  union  (hould  ^* 
take  place  between  the  contra£):ing  powers.  By  the  fecond 
article,  the  evacuation  of  £/(/V}^  was  fixed  for  the  firft  day  of 
February  the  enfuing  year,  without  the  fmalleft  alteration  ia 
the.antient  fortifications.  By  the  third  article,  the  eleftor 
promifed  to  leave  every  thing  in  the  city  in  the  fame  fituation 
be  found  it.  By  the  fourth  article,  the  king  and  Pdijh  re* 
public  engaged  faithfully  to  pay  the  eleftor  in  the  city  of 
War[aw^  three  months  after  the  general  diet  fhould  be  held, 
the  fum  of  three  hundred  thoufand  rixdollars,  and  for  hi^ 
better  fecurity,  to  pledge  the  crown  jewels  in  the  hands  of 
the  commiflaries  the  d^y  preceding  the  evacuation  of  Elbing. 
By  the  fifth  article,  the  eleftor  was  empowered,  on  default 
of  payment,  not  only  to  retain  the  jewels,  but  to  repofTefs 
himfelf  of  jBfi/«^,  and  its  demefnes,  until  the  intire  difcharge 
pf  his  demand.  Four  other  articles  refpefted  certain  private 
differences,  which  this  treaty  furnifhed  an  opportunity  of  rcr 
gulating.  At  the  day  appointed  the  ele(9oral  forces  quitted  - 
the  city  by  torch  light  *.    As  foon  as  the  Volijh  commiflaries 
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regained  pofleffion,  they  reproached  the  magiftrates  with 
cowardice  and  perfidy,  for  opening  their  gates  to  the*Bran- 
denburgers,  acquainting  them  with  the  penalties^  incyrred  by 
that  tranfgreiiion,  if  the  king  and  republic  had  not  out  of 
^  parental  fondnefs  interpofed  their  clemency.  The  magiftrates 
pleaded  neceflity;  but  the  commifTaries  refuting  all  their 
allegations,  told  them  they  were  to  hold  their  privileges  on 
the  following  conditions,  prefcribed  as  a  juft  punifhment. 
That  the  city  (hould  furnifh  fifty  thoufand  crowns  Covtrards 
the  redemption  of  the  jewels  j  that  three  hundred  foot  and 
thirty  iiorfe,  fliould  henceforward  be  maintained  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  pofts,  inftead  of  two  hundred,  the  ufual  num- 
ber, and  that  thefe  fhould  be  augmented  to  two  thoufand  upon 
any  appearance  of  danger ;  that  an  officer  of  valour,  expe- 
rience, and  reputation,  fhould  be  retained  in  quality  of  com- 
mandant, who  {hould  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  king  and 
republic ;  that  the  prefident  of  the  council  (hould  hencefor* 
ward  take  an  oath  never  to  furrender.  the  town  to  any  be- 
ficger,  until  it  was  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity ;  and  that 
certain  •  new  privileges  mentioned  in  the  treaty  fhould  be 
granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Romijh  profefllon.  Such 
was  the  iffue  of  an  afFair,  attended  with  much  anxiety  iojiu- 
gujius^  as  it  gave  birth  to  a  variety  of  afperfions  equally  un- 
juft  and  irkfome,  and  occafioned  violent  contentions  betweeii 
him  and  certain  members  of  the  republic,  who  had  not  yet 
laid  afide  their  prejudices,  or  fubmitted  with  a  good  grace  to 
Jiis  fovereignty; 

So  deeply  had  the  king  and  republic  been  immerfed   iq 
negotiations  on  account  of  Elbingy  they  had  fcarce  time  to 
attend  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Carlowitx,  with  re* 
W^ Turks  fpe6l  to  which  fome  difficulties  occurred.     The  reftitution  of 
make  diffi-  Kaminieck  was  deferred  under  feveral  pretences,  notwithftand- 
fulties        ing   this  place  was  to  h^ve  been  delivered   into  the  hands 
4iboutthe   Qf  Pollfly  commifTaries    immediately  after   the    ratification. 
Jurrender^    The  Grand  Seignipr  exprefTed  the  utmoft  reluflance  to  part 
of  Kami-  ^jij^  ^  fortrefs  which  proved  fo  galling  a  thorn  in  the  fide  of 
»i€CK.       j^g  republic.    The  reftitution  was  fo  cor;trary  to  his  true 
intereft,  that  the  mufti  would  have  abfolved  a  breach  of  his 
engagements,  and  confecrated  the  perfidy.     A  curfe  was  de- 
nounced upon  the  vizier,  who  had  confenfed  to  this  article ; 
but  he  defended  himfelf  by  fhewing  the  ImpolTibility  of  fup- 
porting  the  war  without  money  and  forces,  or  of  procuring 
peace  upon  other  conditions.     Now  the  mofl:  pitiful  fhifts 
wcr6  taken  to  evade  this  article.  '  At  firfl,  the  ferafquier  had 
pot  received  the  neccfTary  orders,    and  the  harvell,   which 
t)^e  gafrifon  had  fowp,  muft  be  reaped.    Next,,  reftitution 
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was  deferred  until  the  minifter  of  the  republic  at  the  P^r/^ 
bad  an.  audience  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  When  the  audience 
was  at  length  obtained,  other  pretences  were  devifed,  until 
it  became  obyious  t^at  the  divan  had  formed  adeiign  of  not 
.  complying  with  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  At  laft,  the  vizier 
exerted  himfelf  fo  effcQually,  remonftratirig,  in  the  moft 
lively  colours,  the  national  dilhonour  that  muft  enfue  from* 
io  open  and  barefaced  a  violation*  of  treaties,  that  the  refo- 
lution  was  taken  of  executing  the  article  in  its  full  extent. 
Accordingly  one  gate  of  the  fortrefs  was  furrendered  to  the 
PoUJh  commiffaries,  and  a  promife  given  that  the  place 
fliould,  in  eight  days,  ^  be  entirely  evacuated.  The  ferafquier. 
kept  his  word,  had  a  magnificent  prefent  from  the  republic, 
and  thus  Poland  was  once  more  put  into  pofTefSon  of  this 
important  barrier  fortification. 

It  was  after  this  event  that  the  king  propofed  a  vifit  tQ 
his  German  dominions  \  a  point  that  was  agitated  with  great 
warmth  in  the  fenate.  Some  objecfted  that  his  prefence  could 
not  be  difpenfed  with  at  a  period  when  the  refolutrons  of  the 
diet  required  immediate  execution,  when  it  was  neccflary  to 
repair  the  breaches  made  by  the  long  confufion  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  to  reftore  the  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom  in  gene* 
ral,  as  well  as  of  individuals.  It  was  added,  that  the  8axon 
troops  ftill  remained  in  Poland^  notwithftanding  the  aflurances 
given  by  the  king  to  the  diet  that  they  would  be  difmrfled  ; 
and  if  his  majefty  perfifted  in  this  neglcd  of  his  word,  there 
could  no  longer  be  any  dependence  on  the  royal  promife. 
Thefe  arguments  were  anfwered  by  the  king's  party,  who 
infiftcd  ftrongly  on  the  neceflity  of  his  drinking  the  waters  of 
Toplitz  for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  The  fenate  fat  from 
the  twelfth  to  the  fifteenth,  and  the  refult  was  to  prefent  the 
ftibfequent  articles  to  Augujius\  that  he  fliould  fend  circular 
letters  to  all  the  palatinates,  to  fignify  the  caufe  of  his  depar- 
ture  i  that  the  two  grand- marechals  fliould  have  the  entire 
diftribution  of  quarters  to  the  army  ;  that  the  general  of 
Qreat  Poland^  appointed  ambaflador  extraordinary  to  the  Porte^ 
fliould  shave  fifty  thoufand  crowns  from  the  treafury ;  that 
two  thoufand  florins  fliould  l?e  given  the  envoy  from  the  re- 
public to  the  cham  oi  CrimTartary-i  with  the  prefent  of  ten 
thoi>fand.  ducats  promifed  to  the  cham  oi  Little  Tartary  ;  that 
the  treafurer  fliould  continue  colle£iing  the  public  revenues  ; 
that  the  deputies  from  the  army  fliould  have  a  certain  grati- 
fication proportioned  to  their  ferviccs  ;  that  fettling  the  ar- 
rears due  to  the  great  generals  (hould  be  referred  to  a  diet  ; 
that  a  certain  fum. fliould  be  applied  for  putting  the  frontier 
In  ^  ft^tc  of  defence}    and  that  a  regency  mould,  be- ap-   ^ 

pointed 


„^  Tie  Hiftory  of  Poland. 

7be  kinz    P^'^'^  during  the  king's  ahTence.     Havine  adjufted  all  thefc 
repairs  to    Points  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  fenate,  Augi^us  left  IVot' 
Saxooy.    i^  ^^^  ^  ^'^^^  train,  and  arrived  at  Drifden  before  the 
clofe  of  the  year. 

The  king  had  fcarce  reached  his  eleiSoral  dominions, 
when  repeated  letters  from  the  fenate,  primate,  and  nobility, 
defired  his  return  to  Poland.  Not  only  the  war  which  broke 
out  in  Hdjleiny  and  the  ftorms  that  were  gathering  in  &wt* 
den  and  Denmark  threatened  danger  to  Poland  i  but  the  aver- 
lion  of  the  Poles  to  the  Saxons  required  the  p;:efence  of  the 
monarch  to  be  refirained  within  the  bounds  of  decency,  and 
the  fecurity  of  the  republic.  Saxon  blood  was  every  day  fpilt 
in  fome  of  the  palatinates,  and  the  army  loudly  menaced  re- 
venge. Even  the  nobility  of  the  provinces  where  they  were 
V  quartered,  frequently  declared  they  would  mount  on  horie- 
back  to  drive  them  oiit  of  the  kingdom.  In  confequence  the 
unhappy  foreigners  were  under  the  necefiity  of  perpetual^ 
fhifting  their  quarters,  to  avoid  the  eSe£ts  of  thefe  difcon- 
tents  and  jealoufies.  Auguftus^  at  fuch  a  diilance,  could  not 
poiSbly  apply  the  proper  remedies  to  thefe  evils  \  yet  they 
appeared  extremely  dangerous  to  the  conftitution.  His  pre- 
fence  at  Drefden  was  equally  neceflary  as  in  Poland:  certain 
fchemes  he  had  formed  for  t^e  recovery  of  Livonia  rendered 
it  neceflary  to  procure  a  large  fupply  from  the  ftates  of  the 
eledlorate,  which  could  only  be  accomplifhed  by  his  own  im- 
„  .  mediate  influence.    This  fubfidy  was  granted,  and  Ettropt 

'T'ri  w^  afloni&ed  to  fee  the  ftorm  fuddenly  break  out  when  it 
▼onia.  ^^  ^^^^  expe£ied ;  and  a  Saxon  army,  inflead  of  aiMing 
the  Danes  in  Holftein^  turn  fuddenly  to  Livonia^  carry  the 
fortrefs  of  Kober  by  ftorm,  and  form  the  blockade  of  ^"- 
ga  (A)*  Nothing  could  be  more  unprpvoked  and  wanton 
than  thi^  attack,  of  which  the  king  had  not  given  the  flighteft 

-    (A)  It  mufl  be  obferved  that  Jugvjlus  offered  to  aflift  the  king 

the  czar  o(  Mu/covyt  the  king-  of  Denmark  mth  eight  thoafand 

eleflor  of  Poland,    his  Dantjh  Saxons ;  but  being  refuied  a  paA 

majefty,  and  feveral  other  prin-  fage  by  the  court  o(  Berlin,  he 

ces,    had  fecretly  cdnfpircd  to  fuddenly  turned  his  ftrength  to- 

ravifh  from  Sweden  thofe  con-  wards  Livonia,  and  expe6ted  he 

qaeils  (he  had  made  under  the  fliould  eafily  recover  that   pro* 

famous  Guflaruus,  Cbrijlinay  and  yince,  which  would  render  him 

Char)es  X.  and  XI.  The  reign-  extremely  popular    in   Poland. 

iag  prince  was  a  minor,. who  The   reader    may  confalt  the 

had  yet  exhibited  no  proofs  of  thirty-third  volume  of  the  C/«- 

his  capacity,    and  indeed  im-  'vsr/al  Hifi^ry,  where  the.  origin 

preffed  foreign  minifters  with  a  of  this  war  is  minutely  traced. 
/  mean    opinion  of  his  talents. 

intima- 
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Sotfmation  to  the  fenate  or  council  of  Poland^  a£ling  wholly 
in  the  affair  of  Livonia  as  eledor  of  Saxanyy  though  in  that 
quality  he  had  no  claim  upon  the  province.  In  faS,  Ratkul^ 
II  Livdman  nobleman,  whom  we  have  had  repeated  occafions 
to  mention,  was  the  author  of  this  expedition,  which  ended 
fo  fatally  to  hifpfelf  and  to  Augujiui  *•  He  reprcfented  the 
facility  with  which  this  country  might  be  conquered,  ^ecauTe 
the  nobility  and  common  peo{^le  were  equally  incenfed  againft 
the  tyranny  of  the  Swedijh  government.  The  king  of  Sweden 
exclaimed  againft  the  perfidy  of  Augujim ;  but  he  refolved 
to  defer  his  vengeance  until  he  had  brought  the  king  of  Deu'- 
mark  to  reafon. 

M£AN  time  the  court  of  Saxmy^ou^t  it  neceflaryto 
give  fome  colour  of  juftice  to  their  invafion  of  Livonia^  which 
;dl  the  powers  in  Europe  afcribed  to  the  king's  ambition  ; 
ito  fupply  therefore  a  declaration  of  war,  and  remonftrances 
which  had  been  omitted,  count  Flemings  the  Saxon  general^ 
publifheda  manifefto  after  he  had  reduced  fome  places  \n 
J^ivoniaj  and  committed  feveral  a<9s  of  fuccefsful  hoftility. 
He  pretended  that  his  court  had  received  certain  advice  that 
the  king  of  Sweden  formed  a  defign  of  attacking  the  Saxon 
^my,  as  foon  as  the  war  in  Holjiein  left  him  at  liberty  to 
turn  his  arms  from  that  quarter;  and  that  he  entered  Livo^ 
nid  only  to  fruftrate  that  projeft,  by  taking  poffeflion  of  fuch 
pofts  as  were  neceiTary  to  his  fecurity.  He  offered  his  pro- 
te£lion  to  the  nobles,  burghers,  and  peafants  j  but  at  the 
fame  time  declared,  that  whoever  difobeyed  his  orders  (hould 
be  confidercd  as  rebels,  and  puni(hed  capitally.  The  public 
faw  through  the  thin  difguife  ;  they  penetrated  the  ambitious 
views  of  the  Polijb  monarch ;  but  no  power  offered  to  aflift 
the  Swedey  whofe  fafcty  depended  wholly  upon  his  own  ac- 
tivity and  valour.  All  men  agreed  that  Auguflus  embraced  *  , 
this  opportunity  of  making  a  conqueft  which  had  fo  often 
I  leluded  his  predeceflbrs ;  and  he  had  all  the  reafon  imagin- 
able to  expe£l  fuccefs,  confidering  th2it  Sweden  was  governed 
hy  a  minor,  and  engaged  in  aftual  war  with  a  powerful  mo- 
narchy, always  her  rival,  and  frequently  her  conqueror. 
jfugujhs  flattered  himfelf  upon  the  affurances  of  Pafiid^ 
that  the  Livonians  would  receive  his  general  with  open  arms, 
and  exprels  the  utmoft  cagernefs  to  break  thofe  galling  fet- 
ters in  which  they  were  hcW  by  the  Swedijh  government  i  and 
it  was  matter  of  the  utnK>ft  aftonifhment  to  him,  that  Flem^ 
ing^s  manifefto  produced  no  other  effeft  than  bringing  over 
^  obfcure  gentlemen  to  his  party.     Fear  indeed^   and  not 

.*  JJniv.  Hill.  vol.  xxxiii.  page  304, 
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affe^ion  for  the  Swedes^  would  feem  to  have  operated  on  the 
minds  of  the  inhabitants ; ,  they  lamented  the  lo6  of  their 
]iberties>  but  they  dreaded  expreffing  their  refentment.  Tbef 
had  frequently  experienced  the  valour  of  the  Swedijb  forces, 
and  regarded  a  handful  of  Saxons  but  a  feeble  barrier  againft 
the  vengeance  of  veterans,  trained  under  the  celebrated  Gufta- 
VHs*Adolphu5j  and  that  lift  o(  Swedijh  heroes  formed  by  the 
German  war.  In  vain  did  Fleming  detach,  parties  of  horfe  up 
and  down  the  country  offering  peace  or  war  :  fcarce  any  (»% 
moved  from  his  habitation,  or  if  he  did,  it  was  only  to  re* 
tire  at  a  greater  diftance  from  the  invaders ;  and  there  were 
fome  of  the  nobility  who  had  the  courage  to  mount  on  horfe- 
back,  and  endeavour  to  perfuade  tHeir  countrymen  to  drive  the 
Saxons  out  of  the  province  ^. 

Foiled  in  all  his  attempts  to  raife  the  nobility  and  pea- 
sants againfl  Sweden^  Fleming  applied  himfelf  to   the   gover- 
nor and  magiftrates  of  Riga.    Disappointed  in  his  expe<5lacioa 
that  the  city  would  furrender  on  the  firft  fummon$,  he  now 
made  ufe   of  promifes,    and   endeavoured   to  corrupt  thoftf 
whom  he  could   neither  perfuade  by  arguments,  nor   intimi- 
date by  menaces.     Proving  equally  unfortunate  in  this  at- 
tempt, he  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  two  thoufand  faorfe, 
and  once  more  ftrove  to  engage  the  nobility  m  the  king's 
intereft ;    but  he  made  no  progrefs  in  his  defign,  and  the 
Swedijb  governor  of  Riga  profited  by  the  delay,  and  put  him- 
felf in  a  better  pofture  of  defence.     In  the  fortrefe  of  Dunna* 
munde  he  placed  a  flrong  garrifon,  kept  up  a  brifk  fire  from 
his  artillery,  and  even  ordered  a  fally  to  be  made,  but  with 
little  fuccefs.     Next  he  fet  the'  fuburbs  on  fire,   that  the 
houfes  might  not  cover  the  enemy's  approaches,  and  was  up- 
braided with  cruelty  by  Flemings  who  wanted  to  eftabliOi  fome 
degree  of  popularity  by  rendering  the  condu£t  of  the  enemy 
A»  D.     odious.    Dalberg  the  governor,  however,  made  anfwer,  that 
Ijoo.    what  he  had  done  was  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  war,  from 
his  ignorance  of  which  Fleming  exclaimed,  and  he  was  ready 
•      to  vindicate  his  condudl  in  proper  time  and  place  before  thote 
who  were  judges.     His  cool  (area (lie  rpply  fo  irritated  Flem^ 
ing,    that  he  determined. to  bombard- the  town,   and    had 
erefled  a  battery  for  that  purpofe,  though  he  had  been  juft 
reproaching  the  governor  for  burning  the  fuburbs  in  his  own 
defence  :    however,  before  the  battery  begun  to  play,  orders 
arrived  from  Augujim  againft  laying  the  town  in  aflies,  un- 
til every  other  method  was  firft  tried.    .This  obliged  Fleming 
to  alter  his  purpofe,  and  begin  his  operations  with  battering 

^  Font  AN.  cap.  vi. 
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Dumamsnde,  which  commanded  the  pailage  of  the  rirer, 
and  enabled  the  biefiegers  to  fupply  themfelves  with  all  man* 
ner  of  proviiion.  It  was  cannonaded  with  great  fury  for  fix 
days,  when  a  breach  was  eSeded  and  fiormed.  The  Saxons 
fought  with  the  utmoft  intrepidity  ;  but  they  were  repujfed 
^after  an  obftinate  conflifl,  and  driven  headlong  from  the 
walls,  with  the  lois  of  general  C^lotvitz  and  fix  hundred 
foldiers  and  inferior  officers.  Fleming  knew  the  valour  of  hh 
troops,  and  refolving  not  to  give  the  enemy  time  to  repair 
the  breach,  he  detached  two  thoufand  frelh  forces,  who  ad- 
vanced under  the  cannon  of  the  fort,  and  renewed  the  af- 
/ault  with  the  utmoft  magnanimity.  The  commandant  had 
Joft  bis  heft  officers  and  foldiers,  and  the  bulk  of  the  garri- 
ibn  was  now  compofed  of  raw  undifciplined  perfons  forced 
into  the  fendce.  No  dependance  could  be  placed  in  their 
defence ;  he-  therefore  thought  it  more  advifeable  to  capitu* 
late,  than,  by  a  fruitlefs  refinance,  run  the  hazard  of  being 
<put  to  the  fword,  by  troops  who  refolved  to  conquer  or  pe- 
rilh  in  the  breach.  Accordingly  a  flag  of  truce  was  difplayed,  jDun«a- 
and  he  obtained  honourable  conditions.  munde  - 

.  FLEMING  was  now  in  poffcfSon  of  an  important  out--^^'*'  '^^*' 
poft,  oki  which  depended  in  a  great  meafure  the  fate  of  Riga ; 
it  was  therefore  expefted  he  would  profecute  the  fiege  with 
jtedouhled  fpirit*  A  reinforcement  of  troops,  of  cannon,  and 
of  military  ftores  was  -arrived,  the  army  was  in  high  fpirits, 
thebefieged  defpaired  of  relief,  and  every  circumftance  contri- 
buted to  infure  fuccels;  yet  be  contented  himfelf  with  block- 
ing up  the  city  more  clofely,  and  repeating  his  fummons's  to 
the  governor,  which  were  defpifed.  This  condudi  was  fuggefled 
by  an  unfeafonable  parfimony  ;  both  the  king  and  his  general 
were  of  opinion  they  Aiould  be  able  to  induce  the  inhabitants 
jto  revok  againft  Daiherg^  and  thereby  fave  the  confumption 
of  blood  and  treafure  confequent  on  a  regular  fiege.  In  a  fe- 
cond  manifefto  which  Fleming  publiflied,  in  obedience  to  the 
king's  command,  he  o&red  his  prote<3:ion  to  thofe  who  fhould 
throw  off  the  Swedijh  yoke,  and  granted  all  the  immunities 
of  commerce  to  all  the  towns,  and  even  to  Riga^  provided 
the  obfiinacy  of  the  inhabitants  did  not  compel  him  to  more 
rigocous  meafures. 

In  this  train  were. the  zSms .ot  Livonia  when  the  king  re- 
turned to  Warfaw^  and  gave  orders  that  the  Swedijh  envoy 
fhould  immediately  quit  tbe  Polijh  dominions,  an  affront  which 
he  drew  upon  himfelf,  by  infiniiating  to  the  fenators  that  the 
Zivenian  expedition  implied  a  defign  dangerous  to  the  liberties 
of  the  republic,  and  4tbat  Augujlu\  had  in  view  the  extenfion 
^f  the  royal  prerog4tiv!^i  not  of  the  dominions  of  the  republic. 
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^hit  king's  tvhole  policy  was  direded  to  effi^  a  nipturc  tt- 
tween  Poland  and  Swedm^  in  order  that  he  mighc  profit  by 
tbe  fecret  tneaty  concluded  with  the  czar,  by  which  it  was 
propofed  to  deprhre.the  young  Swedifo  monarch  of  £a*imm^ 
and  all  th^  lands  he  pofleifed  between  the  gulph  of  FinLoulj 
the  Baltick^  Poland^  and  Mujc4vy.  The  cear  was  now  enaUed 
to  purfue  the  object  of  this  alliance,  by  concluding  a  truce  for 
thirty  years  with  the  Infidels,  and  the  king  laboured  to  bring 
the  republic  into  his  views ;  but  he  feared  the  refiilt  of  a  gene- 
ral diet,  as  the  Poles  in  general  exprefied  an  averfion  to  a  rup- 
ture, before  the  nation  had  recovered  tlielofib  confequenton 
the  late  fccne  of  confiifion  and  difcord.  He  flattered  himfeif 
that  faeihould  meet  with  lefs  oppofition  from  a  grand  ooundi, 
antd  therefore  determined  upon  this  method  of  obtaining  tbe 
Vf^yrobation  of  the  republic,  though  iefs  conftitutional  and 
valid  than  the  refolutions  of  a  diet.  Even  here  he  was  vaj 
near  fuftaining  the  mortification  of  a  di&ppointmenc  ;  forfe* 
veral  of  the  members  who  compofed  this  afierably  exprefled 
their  diflike  of  the  Livonian  expedition,  and  the  intended  rup- 
ture with  Sweden^  by  abfenting  themfelves,  while  other?  came 
with  great  reluctance  to  Warfaw^  with  a  full  refblimon  to 
pppofe  the  ambitious  defigns  of  their  ibvereign.  Tbe  meet- 
ing was  far  from  numo-ous ;  but  there  appeared  a  fuficknt 
number  to  juilify  the  council  in  proceeding  to  bufinefe.  Ac* 
cordingly  they  immediately  begun  to  deliberate  on  the  expe- 
dition to  Livonia,  and  the  confequences  to  the  reptfblac  ik  t 
The  king  rupture  with  Sweekn.  Augujius  prefided,  and  opened  the 
endeavours  Council  with  a  fpeech,  fetting  forth  the  affronts  fuftained  by 
to  gain  the  the  &axon  troops,  who  were  employed  in  ibrtifying  the  gate 
€onfentof  kA  Polonga^  *•  I  thought  it,  (aid  he,  my  duty  to  rcvfcngc 
therepiAlic^^  thefe  indignities,  and  the  injury  regards  the  Po&fij  nation, 
ioaruftureu  33  ^^\\  jg  the  elcdor  of  ^axonf.  As  fovcreign  of  both 
imth  Swe-  cc  countries,  I  am  intercfted  j  but  my  defign  in  fortifying  that 
^^*  '^  gate,  was  its  {[peculiar  importance  to  the  republic  ;  you  are 
*<  therefore  obliged  to  concur  in  my  revenge,  and  cannot  pof> 
*^  fibly  excufe  yourfelves  from  affifting  me,  without  betraying 
^^  the  honour  and  rights  of  the  kingdom.  In  purfuing  the 
^^  dictates  of  tbe  revenge  here  pointed  out,  the  repuiAc  will 
*'  recover  great  part  of  her  axitient  territory,  airf  remove  at 
^^  feme  diftance  a  neighbour  that  hath  been  the  confiant 
*'  fource  of  trouble  and  chagrin/'  He  concluded  with  ail 
apology  for  not  aiTembling  the  diet,  which  was  deferred,. he 
ailed^,  on  account  of  the  difientions  whi^h  prevailed  in  the 
provincial  diets  \  and  he  declared,  that  if  a  diet  fiiouM  be 
judged  necejTary,  he  was  ready  to  giv^^is  ai&nt,  in  order 
that  a  final  refolution  might  be  tak^  receding  Livoma^ 
5  which 
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irl^icb  he  promifed  upon  his  rofal  word  (bould  imme^ately ' 

be  reflored  to  Psland^  when  it  once  came  into  his  pofleflion. 

The  fpecfous  eloquence  of  Augufius  could  not  prevail;  a  ma^ 

joritjr  refufed  to  declare  their  fentiments,  and  recommended  af- 

ieihbling  a  diet.  Others  alledged  that  the  indignity  mentioned 

refpeded  the  Saxons  only,  glanced  but  very  obliquely  on  the 

VmioiPolimdy  and  fcarce  at  all  upon  the  republic,  fince  it 

ivas  in  quality  of  ele£):or  of  Saxony^  and  not  of  head  of  the  re-* 

fmblic,  that  Auguflus  had  fufiained  any  part  of  the  affronts 

They  added  that  the  affair  was  of  too  little  confequenct  to 

cxrcafion  a  rupture  between  two  nations,  in  which  thoufands     ^ 

mishtf  perifli.    States,  like  individuals,  muft  bear  with  lei%r 

€viTs  to  avoid  greater ;  and  the  mifcbndu£t  of  the  governor  of 

aretnote  province  was  certainly  not  to  be  afcribed  to  iht&tvedijh 

adminiftration,  before  complaint  was  made  and  fatisfaflion  d<e« 

nianded.    ShoOld  the  king  of  Szi;irrfm  vindicate  the  infolence 

€S  his  fervant,  after  the  fad  had  been  made  evident  to  him, 

it  would  then  be  time  enough  to  think  of  hoftile  meafures. 

A  few  of  the  fenators  would  willingly  have  bbliged  the  king; 

but  they  dreaded  the  thoughts  of  having  a  prince  at  the  head 

of  hiaown  troops  in  the  heart  of  a  republic,  whofe  treafurds 

and  forces  were  quite  exhaufted.    Upon  the  whole,  it  was 

evident  to  Augujlus^  that  the  council  would  not  confent  to 

the  rupture  propofed,  and  he  wasfenfible  hefliould  meet  with 

'  fiill  greater  oppofition  from  a  diet;  he  therefore  declared  his 

intention  of  ading  agreeable  to  his  engagements  with  the 

czar  and  king  of  Denmark.^  ratified  by  the  republic,  without 

further  conlulting  men  who  paid  no  regard  to  the  faith  of  v    . 

treaties,  or  the  royal  honour. 

When  we  confider  that  many  of  the  fenators  and  princi- 
pal nobility  were  in  the  king's  intereft,  we  fliall  be  the  lefs 
furprifed  at  the  boldnefs  of  this  refolution.*  The  primate, 
fjrc>m  whom  he  had  reafon  to  fear  the  ftrongeft  oppofitiort,  took 
his  part,  and  thought  it  reafonable  to  wink  at  fome  irregula- 
fities  in  the  manner  of  coming  to  a  rupture  with  Sweien^  on 
account  of  the  benefit  the  republic  mu(l  deduce  from  the  con- 
quefl  of  Livonia,  On  the  other  hand,  the  bifliop  of  Cujaiva^ 
iintW  now  attached  to  every  meafure  propofed  by  Augvjius^ 
gave  the  ftrongeft  oppofition  to  a  fcheme  upon  which  the  king 
had  fixed  his  heart ;  perhaps  for  thi» reafon  chiefly,  that  it  was 
efpoufed  by  his  inveterate  enemy.  He  not  only  refufed  ap- 
^aringat  the  council,  but  he  like  wife  wrote  to  Auguflus^  tel- 
lifig  him  plainly,  that  his  attack  on  Sweden  was  a  grofs  viola- 
tion of  the  rights  of  nations,  and  of  equity,  which  the  Al- 
niighty  would  not  faH  to  punilh,  if  he  did  not  make  proper 
atonement;  a  judgment  which  would  feem  to  be  diciated  by 

the 
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Hefets  out^^^i^^oi  divination.  Nocwithftanding  this  remoifftranc%f 
inperfon  and  the  general  difiatisfadion  of  the  nation,  Augujlm  went 
/orLdvO'  loon  after  in  perfon  to  Livoniay  to  invigorate  the  operations 
Bia^  by  his  prefence,  and  commence  in  form  the  fiegc  of  Riga: 

Fleming  had  returned  to  Warfaw  to  folicit  a  reinforcement  of 
iroops  and  fupply  of  money,  and,  during  his  abfence,  hoftili- 
ties  had  entirely  ceafed,  except  the  accidental  exchange  of  a 
few  cannon-(bot ;;  l?ut  the  king's  arrival  infufed  new  life 
and  fpirits,  and  the  reinforcement  whjch  he  brought  of  ten 
thoffand  men,  enabled  the  army  completely  to  inveft  the 
city.  .  To  efFeft  this,  however,  feveral  previous  motions  were 
requifife.  The  king  found  that  Fleming  had  negle£led  taking 
pofTeilion  of  the  molt  advantageous  pofts  ;  he  therefore  croffed 
the  Duna  with  the  rear  of  <he  army,  and  feized  an  eminence^ 
covered  with  trees  and  buQies,  which  ferved  efFeSually  to  covet 
his  artillery.  The  reajr*  guard  was  left  on  the  pppoiite  iide,  to 
prevent  furprize,  and  here  be  direded  that  the  enemy  ihould 
be  driven  from  a  rifmg  ground,  on  which  he  propofed  ereding 
a  battery.  All  thefe  orders  were  executed  with  fuccefs,  whik 
general  Welling^  a  Swede j  had  been  colleding  an  army  of 
ten  thoufand  Finlanders,  with  which  he  encamped  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  half  a  league  from  Riga.  Imagining  that  the  Saxam 
were  greatly  inferior  to  their  actual  number,  he  quitted  his 
intrenchments,  and  Auguftus  artfully  kept  up  the  delufion,  by 
oppodng  him  for  two  days  with  very  fmall  detachments,  by 
which  he  drew  the  Swede  into  an  ei^gagement,  that  had  near 
proved  fatal  to  his  whole  army.  As  foon  as  Welling  had  ad- 
vanced within  muflcet-fliot,  he  was  faluted  with  a  ftorm  of  bul- 
lets from  batteries  concealed  among  the  woods  and  bufhes, 
and  had. he  not  immediately  founded  a  retreat,  muft  have  been 
entirely  cut  in  pieces.  Encouraged  by  this  advantage*  the 
Saxans  defcende|J  from  the  emine;ices,  and  purfued  the  ene- 
Caim  an  my.  IFelling  for  awhile  perfifted  in  his  error  of .  believing 
ad<vantage^\^^  king's  army  lefs  numerous  than  it  was  ;  but  after  he  was 
^"^A^L  '""^^'^^^^J  ^"^  his  miftake  difcovered,  he  fought  with,  the 
Swedifh  utmoft  intrepidity,  and  made  good  his  retreat  with  the  lofs 
genera .     ^^  ^^^  ^^^.^  ^^^^^  ^^^  hundred  men. 

AUGUSTUS  now  determined  to  attack  the  Finlanders  in 
their  intrenched  camp  ;  but  J^^ling  did  not  chufe  to  run  the 
hazard  of  being  ftormed,  and  expofed  to  the  fire  of  fo  fine  a 
train  of  well  ferved  artillery  j  he  therefore  decamped  without 
beat  of  drum,  entered  farther  into  Livpnia,  with  intention  to 
feize  all  the  paflesby  which  the  Saxons  could  plunder  the  coun- 
try, having  firft  ftrongly  reinforced  the  garrifon  in  Riga^ 
which  was  now  deprived  of  the  army, that  for  fome  time  pre-* 
Vppt^d  th^  king  of  Poland  from  making  regular  approaches. 
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The  king  now  finding  that  all  obftruflion  was  removed,. in* /'^rwj/j^tf 
veiled  the  city  with  his  whole  afmy,  fummoned  Dalberg  tojtepe  of 
furrender,    and  was  anfwered  by  that  brave  officer,  "  That  Riga: 
he  hoped  his  defence  would  merit  the  efteem  of  f6  great  a 
monarch.'*  It  was  indeed  lefs  the  king's  inclination  to  bcfiegei 
the  place,  than  to  terrify  the  inhabitants  by  menaces,  or  en- 
gage them  to  fubmiffion  by  promifes.     When  he  faw  the  go- 
vernor was  indexible,  he  applied  to  the  people,  and  put  bacl^ 
thirty  of  their  fellow-citizens,  giving  them  their  liberty  on  a 
»promifc  that  they  would  ufe  their  influence  with  the  burghers 
oi  Riga  to  avoid  the  eflfe^b  of  the  king's  indignation.     The 
example  of  the  governor  would  feem  to  have  animated  the  in- 
habitants \  they  determined  to  defend  the  place  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremity, and  Augujlm  made  preparations  for  bombarding  the 
city,  and  hadadually  thrown  fome  (hells  and  red-hot  bullets, 
when  ^^  Dutch  envoy  interpofed,  and  threatened  the  utmoft 
vengeance  to  the  republic,  if  he  perfifted  in  the  refolution  of 
deftroying  a  town  filled  with  the  merchandize  of  the  United 
Provinces.     Whether  this  menace  operated  on  the  mind  of 
Auguftusy  or  whether  it  was  that  he  did  not  chufe  to  encounter 
the  Swedijh  army,  in  full  march  from  Holjieiny  is  what  we  can- 
not pretend  to  determine.     Certain  it  is,  that  he  raifed  the  But  is 
fiege,  and  deliberated  on  the  means  of  fulfill mg  his  tngz^- firceJ  to 
ments.with  the  czar  in  a  manner  lefs  hazardous;  This  prince  rtlinquiJH 
had  already  declared  war  againft  Sweden^  marched  at  the  head  ^^^  ^^'^'^" 
of  a  vaft  army  to  inveft  Narva^  and  was  on  the  point  of  com-^'''*^* 
ing  to  blows  with  Charles  XII.  who  was  in  full  march  with  a- 
handful  of  forces  to  the  relief  of  that  city.    Happily  for  the 
c:fcar's  reputation,  he  was  not  prefent  when  th.e  Swedijh  mo- 
narch, with  no  more  than  a  detachment  of  ejght  thoufand 
men,  forced  the  jR«^27;i  intrenchments,  and  defeated,  with 
prodigious  (laughter,  an  arniy  of  between  eighty  and  an  hun- 
dred thoufand  men,  who  feemed  determined  to  conquer  or  pe- 
rifh  >•    A  ftroke  fo  unexpected  bccafioned  confiderable  per- 
ptexiQr  to  Augujiuiy  who  faw  his  ally,  on  whom  he  depended 
fo  muchf  ,cru(hed  juft  as  he  was  meditating  a  blow  againft  the 
common  enemy,  and  the  young  king  of  Sweden  changed  from  a 
.prince  of  no  very  diftingui(hed  talents,  to  a  hero  equal  to  th<! 
moft  glorious  of  his  predece(rors.     It  is  probable  that  he  would 
now  have  liftened  to  the  profiTered  mediation  of  the  .emperor 
and  French  kin^,  but  it  was  now  too  late ;  Charles  having  beat  ^ 
the  Ryjians,  determined  to  revenge  himfelf  on  the  Saxonsi 
and  was  accordingly  preparing  to  advance  towards  Poland^ 
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but  the  fea(bn  was  too  far  advanced.  The  Saxon  arm/,  under 
colonel  Schulenhurgh  and  general  Stenau  having  reduced  fort 
Kokenf)aufen^  by  which  they  fecured  a  communication  with  Ruf- 
Jidy  covered  CourJand^  and  facilitated  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
magazine,  was  now  difiributed  in  winter- quarters. 

All  Europe  flood  aftonilhed  at  the  policy  o{  Augujlm  \  no 
leafons  could  be  affigned  for  his  endeavouring  to  involve  the 
republic  in  a  dangerous  war,  with  a  warlike,  powerful  nation, 
on  account  of  a  province  which  he  was  to  (hare  in  conjundioa 
with  the  czkr  of  Mufcovy^  the  antient  enemy  of  the  republic. 
Giving  the  czar  footing  in  Livonia  would  only  be  drawing 
him  fo  much  nearer  the  frontiers  of  f^olandy  arid  enabling  him 
upon  the  firft  opportunity  to  pour  his  forces  into  the  different 
provinces  of  the  republic ;  but  it  was  not  confidered,  that  to 
give  employment  to  a  fet  of  faflious  nobility,  at  perpetual  war 
with  each  other,  was  bringing  a  very  important  advantage  to 
Affairs  of  Poland  and  Jugujius,     The  two  principal  noblemen  had  re- 
Lithua-     newed  their  diffentions  in  Lithuania,  and  were  at  the  head  of 
^^**  hoflile  armies,  defolating  each  others  lands  with  the  fiiry  of 

barbarians.  The  reconciliation  efFefted  between  Sapieha  and 
Oginjki  was  but  of  fliort  duration  ;  the  party  of  the  latter  was 
now  headed  by  the  prince  Wiefnowniskiy  and  amounted  to 
fix  thoufand  men,  who  were  oppofed  by  two  thoufand  of  the 
faSion  of  Sapieha,  A  battle  enfued  ;  the  Sapiehas,  incenfed  at 
the  deftrudtion^of  their  lands,  marched  up  with  a  few  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  attacked  the  enemy  with  the  utmoft  fury  and 
intrepidity,  and  were  fuftained  with  proportioned  valour.  The 
conflidtwas  obftinate  and  bloody;  victory  was  long  difputed, 
having  more  than  once  feemed  to  incline  to  the  Sapiehas^  but 
at  length  declared  op«nly  for  Oginskiy  who  not  only  rennained 
mafter  of  the  field,  but  obliged  the  enemy  to  retire  in  confu- 
fion,  with  the  lofs  of  their  cannon,  baggage,  and  a  great 
number  of  prisoners.  Near  a  thoufand  men  perifhed  on  both 
fides,  and  the  battle  was  followed  by  a  fcene  ftill  more  dread- 
ful, as  it  was  tranfafted  in  cold  blood,  which  equally  evinced 
the  perfidy  and  the  inveterate  animofity  of  the  parties.  Among 
the  prifoners  were  the  fon  of  the  great  general  Sapieha^  and 
the  ftaroft  of  Brejfauy  who  capitulated  for  their  lives  j  never- 
thelefs,  on  their  arrival  in  the  camp  of  the  conquerors,  they 
were  cut  in  pieces  by  their  exafperated  enemies,  contrary  to 
all  the  rules  of  war,  and  the  moft  folemn  engagements ;  a 
fingle  inftance  fufficient  to  difplay  the  bitternefs  of  the  parties, 
and  the  neceffity  of  finding  fome  employment  for  the  nobility, 
which  fliould  extinguifli  their  private  diffenfions,  that  threat- 
ned  oiore  danger  to  the  ftate  than  the  moft  unfortunate  fo- 
reign quarrel.     In  faft,    nothing  could  be  more  diftraded 
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than  the  fituation  of  Poland^  rent  with  civil  faflion,  On  the 
isve  of  a  war  with  a  formidable  external  enemy,  the  republic 
in  oppofition  to  the  king's  meafures,  the  eIe6lorate  of  Saxony 
exhaufting  its  treafures  and  fpilling  it^  blood  in  conquering  a 
province  which  the  Poki  defpifed,  merely  becaufe  they  would 
owe  no  obligations  to  a  people  they  detefted ;  in  a  word,  all 
the  departments  of  the  ftate  in  oppofition  to  each  other,  the  , 
fineft  provinces  defolated,  and  the  inhabitants  maflaored  with" 
but  compunction,  or  the  feelings  of  humanity.  Such  was 
the  inaufpicious  dawn  of  the  reign  of  the  Polijh  monatch^ 
doomed  to  ftill  greater  misfortunes. 

Wh£n  the  new  year  commenced,  it  was  expedted  that  the     A.  D.  - 
diet  would, aflemble,  reftore  the  public  tranquility,  and  in  par-      1701. 
ticular  apply  proper  reihedies  to  the  fatal  diforders  in  Lithuania^ 
Thofe  hopes  hpwever  foon  vaniftied,    in  confcquence  of  a  Refilution 
meeting  of  the  fenators,.  wherein  it  was  refplved  that  the  diet  of  the  Po- 
fhould  be  deferred,  on  account  of  feveral  difficulties  tha(  were  liOxfinate*. 
forefeen.  The  affairs  o^  Lithuania  were  entrufted  to  the  king's 
difcretion,  who  was  requeued,  to  march  the  Saxon  army  into 
the  dutchy,  and  take  upon  himfelf  the  protection  of  the  crown- 
general  and  the  houfe  of  Sapieha^  fo  grievoufly  opprefled  ever 
fince  the  late  unfortunate  aCkion.     This  refolution  facilitated 
all  the  projefls  formed  by  Augujius^y  which  were  chiefly  direc- 
ted to  fupport  the  war  in  Livonia^  and  the  family  of  Sapieha  in 
Lithuania.   Putting  ofF  the  diet,  becaufe  it  would  probably  op- 
pofe  a  rupture  with  Sweden^' ttnAtd^  to  enable  him  to  execute 
his  engagements  with  Mufcovy^  and  the  march  of  the  Saxon 
army  into  the  dutchy  abfolutely  put  Lithuania  in  his  power. 
He  did  not  fail  to  embrace  the  favourable  conjuncture ;  and, 
nol.doubting  but  the  Swedijh  conqueror  would  pufti  his  advan- 
tage, and  fall  upon  the  Saxons^  he  ufed  every  method  of  encou- 
raging the  czar,  and  enabling  him  again  to  take  the  field.     It 
was  now  agreed  that  the  allied  monarchs  (hould  have  an  inter- 
view, to  concert  apian  of  operations,    and  Birzen,    2l  fmall 
town  in  Lithuania,  vifzs  fixed  upon  for  the  conference  :    here  Iniervte*w 
the  czar  and  Auguflus  met,  and  plunged  themfelves  in  the  het^^cen    , 
moft  riotous  pleafures,  as  if  their  dominions  were  in  profound  ^"^  ^^^^ 
'peace,  and  the  fole  intention  of  the  interview  was  to  make  trial  ^*^^ J^^" 
of  the  ftrength  of  their  conftitutions,  and  their  feveral  inclina-  *^^  "*' 
tions  for  the,  molt  (hameful  excefles.     For  the  fpaceof  fifteen 
days  the  princes  were  in  a  perpetual  flate  of  inebriation,  Au- 
guftui  iiidurging  the  humour  of  his  favage  ally,  and  thatpaf- 
lion  which,  during  his  whole  life,  he  entertair.cd  for  drinkingr 
ftrong  liquors;    however,    in  the  midft  of  thefe  tumultuous 
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beaftly  joys,  the  king  eledor  prefented  the  czar  with  a  plan 
of  warlike  operations,  which  they  were  to  execute  in  concert. 
It  was  eagerly  embraced  by  Peter^  who  perfeflly  well  com-  . 
prehendcd,   at  the  firft  glance,  the  benefits  which  muft  re- 
dound from  it  to  his  country,  as  it  was  the  ceK;tain  method  of 
training  the  Ruffians  to  the  art  of  war.    A  treaty  was  accord- 
ingly concluded,  whereby  the  czar  flipulated  to  bring  two 
hundred  thoufand  men  into  the  field  by  the  month  of  June, 
to  fend  fifty  thoufand  men  into  Poland^  to  be  inflru£ted  in  the 
'    military  art,  to  pay  three  millions  of  rixdollars  in  ^he  fpace 
of  two  years  to  the  Polijh  monarch,  with  fome  other  articles 
of  lefs  importance.     In  return,  Augujlus  confented  to  furnifh 
fifty  thoufand  Germans^    who  fliould  inftruS  the  Mufcffoitti^ 
and  to  maintain  befides,  in  Poland^  Saxony,  znd  the  frontier, 
a  bodj  of  twenty-eight  thoufand  foot  and  eight  thoufand  horfe. 
Livonia,    Ingria,   and  Finland  were  the  fcene&  deftined  for 
their  warlike  .operations. 

This  treaty  and  plan  having  been  mutually  figned,  Aupifim 
returned  to  his  Polijh  capital,  to  prepare  matters  for  the  exe- 
cution of  his  engagements  ;  but  here  he  met  with  a  variety  of 
obflrudions,  fotne  of  them  quite  uncxpefted  and  unforefeeo. 
Murmurs  were  not  only  raifed  againfl  the  Saxon  troops,  though 
the  fenate  had  exprefly  requefted  they  fhould  be  employed  in 
Lithuania^  but  Augujlus  was  taxed  with  negle£ling  the  pro- 
'     raiifes  made  at  his  coronation;  and  in  particular,  thedifcharp 
of  feveral  confiderable  fums  on  account  of  the  republic.  T^e 
.    prorogation  of  the  diet  was  another  grievance  of  which  the 
nobility  loudly  complained,  efpecially  in  the  provinces,^  where 
the  clamours  were  much  louder  than  about  the  court  and  in 
Dtputationtht  capital.    Petty  diets  were  held  in  divers  places;  and  the 
iothekin^,  diet  of  Great  Poland  refolved  to  fend  a  deputation  tp  the  king, 
March  20.  to  demand  that  he  would 'afTemble  the  general  diet  in  the 
month  of  May  enfuing,  inflead  of  September,  as  had  been 
propofed  at  the  council  of  fenators ;  that  he  would  terminate 
the  civil,  divifions  in  Lithuania-,  that  he  would  difmifs  the 
Saxons  \  that  he  would  conclude  a, folid  peace  vtixh  Swedtn\ 
and,lafHy,  that  he  would  proteft  againft  the  title  of  king  of 
PruJJia,  and  the  coronation .  of  the  eledior  of  Brandenbvrl^ 
fo  highly  injurious  to  the  republic.     Augujlus  was  forced  to 
receive  this  deputation  with  the  utmofl  complaifance,  and  to 
promife  indiredly  almofl  every  article  of  their  d€;mands.    The 
firfl  flep  taken  to  f^itisfy  the  deputies  was  the  afTembling  the 
diet  on  the  thirtieth  of  May  at  Warfaw ;  for  Augujlus  wa5 
,     ,    fenfible  that  the  provincial  diet  oi  Great  Poland  had  expreffed 
the  fentimcnts  of  the  whole  republic.     As  the  Lithuanians 
obje£ted  to  Sapiehah  being  honoured  with  that  diflinflion,  th« 
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ftaff  of  marechal  was  depofitcd  in  the  hands -of  the  nuncio  of 
Pofnania^  which  was  the  only  mcafurc  embraced  with  unani-  ^^e  diet 
mity :  every  other  propofition  was  oppofed  and  diTputed  with  offtmhUsi 
vehemence.  A  motion,  that  the  king  (hould*  be  addrefied 
with  the  ufual  formality,  firft  indicated  the  fentiments  of  the 
diet.  Inftead  of  deliberating  on  this  pfopofition,  the  deputies 
begun  with  urging  their  grievances,  all  of  which  they  attri- 
buted to  the  king's  breach  of  the  engagements  he  entered  into 
at  his  coronation,  and  the  refidence  of  the  Saxons  in  Poland^ 
whence  arofe  damages  to  the  republic  eftinjated  at  twenty 
millions.  Some  went  fo  far  as  to  infift  upon  reparation  from 
Auguftus^  and  a  pofitive  promife  that  the  foreign  troops  ifhould 
immediately  tv2tc\X?XG  Poland^  Lithuania^  Livonia^  and  Couftr 
land.  This  laft  propofition  was  oppofed :  however,  it  was 
voted  by  a  majority,  that  a  remonftrance,  requiring  the  dif- 
miffion  of  the  Saxons^  (hould  be  prefented  to  the  throne.  A 
deputation  accordingly  waited  on  Augujlus^  and,  befides  the 
articles  ftipulated,  made  a  demand  that  peace  fliould  be  con- 
cluded with  Swedtn^  an  end  put  to  the  divifions  in  Lithuania^ 
and  all  foreign  minifters  removed  from  his  perfon,  or  at.  leaft 
from  the  Polijh  councils  ;  notwithftanding  he  was  allowed  by 
the  paSia  conventa  to  retain  a  certain  number  of  Saxon  fe- 
natofs. 

AUGUSTUS  gave  for  a  reprty,  that  he  was  ready  to  dif- 
mift  his  Saxon  troops,  provided  the  republic  would  fecure  him 
againft  the  defigns  of  the  Swedijh  monarch  j  but  this  anfwer 
did  not  prove  fatisfacSory.  He  was  required  to  fix  t'he  time 
for  the  departure  of  the  Saxm  troops,  immediately  to  inter- 
pofe  the  royal  authority  to  quiet  the  diflentions  in  the  great 
dutchy,"and  to  remove  general  Fleming  from  the  office  of 
mafter  of  the  horfe  in  Lithuania,  The  nuncio  of  Pofnania 
was'xharged  with  this  commiffion  to 'the  king:  he  delivered 
the  requeft  ^  the  diet:  and  had  for  anfwer,  that  his  majefty 
would  ifllie  writs  for  the  meeting  of  another  diet  in  the  month 
q{  December y  and  that  he  would  difmifs  the  Saxons  as  foon  as 
peace  fliould  be  concluded  with  Sweden,  The  anfwer  was  by 
no  means  fufficieht  to  quiet  the  diet ;  yet  it  is  remarkable,  that 
this  aflembly  broke  up  without  ever  taking  it  into  confidera-  ^^^  ^f^^-^s 
tion,  without  murmuring^  or  offering  any  renewal  of  their  '*f' 
complaints  *. 

In  the  mean  time  the  aSive  Swedljh  monarch  was  taking 
meafures  to  difconcert  the  projeSs  formed  by  Peter  the  Great 
and  Augujlus.  A  fpy,  whom  he  maintamed  at  Birzen^  gave 
);im  information  of  all  that  had  been  tranfa£led  at  that  con- 
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ferencc ;  and  he  now  took  the  refolution  of  attacking  the 
Saxons  encamped  on  the  Dwina,  before  they  (hould  be  rein- 
forced by  the  expcded  fuccourf  of  Ruffians  and  CoJJacks,     At 
fbe  Sa;c-    the  head  of  fifteen  thoufand  infantry,  and  five  thousand  caval-. 
ons  tie-      ry,  he  crofled  the  river  in  the   teeth  of  the  enemy.     The 
featedy        Saxons^  commanded  by  the  duke  of  Courlandy  made  fome  re- 
fiftance  i  but  were  in  the  end  defeated,  and  forced  10  take 
ihelter  under  the  capnon  of.  Birzen^  after  having  blown  up 
the  fortifications  of  Kokenhaufen^  which  they  had  lately  taken 
great  pains  to  fortify  ^. 

This  fingle  advantage  inflamed  the  vi<Elonous  Charles  with 
the  defire  of  pufhing  his  defigns  far  beyond  the  revenge  which 
he  at  firft  meditated.  Several  neutral  powers  interpofed,  and 
offered  their  mediation,  to  effeft  a  reconciliation  between 
Sweden  and  Polar^d;  but  Charles  de<;lared  he  had  not  leifure  to 
give  audience,  and  could  not,  in  fa£^,  enter  upon  negociations 
before  the  end  of  the  campaign,  by  which  time  he  hoped  to 
be  able  to  dethrone  Augujluu  Vaft  and  ideal  as  this  projeft 
and  the  appeared,  it  was  juftified  by  the  event  \  and,  indeed,  a  variety 
canfe-  of  cifcumftances  concurred  in  rendering  the  iflue  of  the  war 
quences.  unfortunate  to  the  P^/(/^  monarch.  When  the  news  of  the 
defeat  of  the  Saxons  arrived  at  W9tfaWy  the  court  was  plunged 
into  defpondency,  while  all  the  republicans  rejoiced  at  it,  as 
an  event  extremely  advantageous  to  Poland.  Apprehending 
that  the  republic  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  Swedijh  arms» 
they  congratulated  themfelves  on  the  profpe6l  that  the  king- 
,  dom  would  at  length  be  delivered  from  thofe  hated  foreigner?, 
who  preyed  upon  her  vitals,  and  alone  bas<ked  in  the  fmiles 
of  the  fovereign.  The  primate  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Swedijh 
monarch,  reminding  him  of  the  conftani  affe(3ion  aiid  good 
faith  of  the  republic  towards  the  crown  and  ftates  of  Szveden^ 
explaining  the  oppofition  made  by  the  diet  to  the  prefent  un- 
happy rupture,  and  requefting  his  majefty  not  to  violate  the 
>  treaties  fubfifting  between  the  two  kingdoms  by  any  attack 
upon  the  frontiers  or  privileges  of  the  republic.  A  deputa- 
tion from  Lithuania  addrefled  this  prince  in  fimilar  terms,^  af^ 
furing  him  of  the  ftri<5l  regard  which  the  dutchy  wonld  pay  to 
the  treaty  of  Olijvay  and  the  fcrupulous  delicacy  with  which 
the  Lithuanians  would  decline  every  meafure  that  might  give 
umbrage  to  fo  great  a  monarch.  Thefe  fubmiiBons  ferved 
only  to  exalt  fhe  pride  of  the  Swede^  who  told  the  Lithuaman 
deputies,  that  he  couM  not  fee  bow  the  republic  had  fo  in- 
violably preferved  her  friendship  fcfr  Sweden^  as  (he  muft  in 
fome  meafure  be  deemed  acceflbry  to  the  meafures  of  her  fo- 
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verelgn,,  who  could  neither  maintain  a  foreign  army,  nor  of 
confequence  begin  hoftilities,  without  her  confent.  Yet  his 
anfwer  to  the  primate  was  more  gentle :  here  he  expreffed  no 
rcfentment  againft  the  republic ;  on  the  contrary,  he  even  de- 
clared his  inclination  to  maintain  a  good  underftanding  be* 
tween  the  two  nations ;  and  defired  that  the  Poles  would  not 
take  umbrage  at  his  quartering  his  army  in  Courland^  which 
was  a  neceflary  confequence  of  the  (hare  which  duke  Ferdi- 
nand  took  in  the  ambitious  defigns  formed  by  the  eledtor  of 
Saxony,  He  hinted  at  the  breach  of  the  engagements  entered 
into  by  Auguftm^  his  encroachment  on  the 'liberties  of  the  Pa- 
lifh  conftitution,  the  oppreffions  of  the  Saxons ^  and  his  readi- 
ncfs  to  affift  the  diet  in  the  defence  of  their  laws  and  pri- 
vileges. 

JUGUS  TUS  was  fenfible  of  the  dangerous  efFed  which 
this  letter,  improved  by  the  addrefs  of  hrs  enemies,  might 
work  upon- the  minds  of  the  Polijh  nobility,  and  therefore  dc- 
telrmined  to  gain  their  confidence  by  a  facrifice  the  mofl  grate- 
ful to  thofe  ftaunch  republicans.  Immediately  he  ilTued  orders 
for  difmifling  the  Saxons^  and  thereby  roufed  the  ftates  to  a 
juft  fenfe/  of  the  dangerous  defigns  of  the  Swedijh  monarch, 
and  a  fefolution  to  defend  the  perfon  and  dignity  of  their  fo- 
vereign  with  their  lives  and  properties.  Even  the  primate.  The  fri. 
who  had  entered  into  a  correfpondence  with  Charles^  was  niateU  art- 
moved  by  this  inftance  of  the  regard  which  Augujlus  ^2i\^  x.qM  ^<'»" 
the  inclinations  of  the  PQles\  and  wrote  circular  letters  to  all  *^*^' 
the  palatinates,  in  which  he  obferved,  that  as  the  king  had  with« 
drawn  his  hereditary  troops  from  Courland  and  Lithuania^  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  republic  to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  his 
perfon  and  dignity,  as  he  had  left  himfelf  deftitute  of  forces, 
from  a  defire  of  renioving  the  jealoufy  entertained  by  the  Po- 
lijh  nation.  "  The  danger,  faid  he,  is  not  remote,  or  on 
*'  the  frontiers,  bqt  in  the  heart  of  the  republic;  therefore 
**  there  is  no  time  left  for  tedious  deliberations."  In  this 
manner  did  this  artful  prelate  temporize,  and  ballance  between 
his  private  intereft  and  his  duty  to  his  king  and  country.  On 
the  defeat  of  the  Shxons^  he  expected  nothing  lefs  than  that 
the  king  o^  Sweden  would  have  penetrated  to  the  heart  of  Pa- 
land^  and  therefore  he  paved  the  way  to  his  favour  :'as  foon 
as  he  found  that  Augujlus  had  gained  the  confidence  of  the 
republic,  by  the  difmiflion  of  the  foreign  troops,  he  relin- 
quifhed  the  Swede^  and  therefore  paid  his  court  to  his  own  na- 
tural fovereign,  advifing  the  palatinates  to  a  meafure  upon 
which  he  expelled  they  would  enter  without  his  perfuafiori, 
and  even  contrary  to  his  inclinations.  The  future  conduct  of 
this  ambitious  cunning  ecclcfiaflic  is  the  beft  comment  on  th« 
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policy  which  he  purfued  on  this  occasion.     The  archbifliop'^ 
circular  letters  were  feconded  by  others  from  the  king,  in 
which  he  threw  himfelf  intirely  upon  the  Pohsy  not  doubting 
but  their  zeal  and  loyalty  would  fully  compensate  the  lofs  he 
fuftained  by  the  difmiflion  of  his  hereditary  troops ;  and  theCe 
letters  were  anfwered  by  the  palatines  of  Cracow^  Lublin^  and 
Sundomir^  by  a  deputation  to  the  king,  expreffi'ng  their  readi- 
nefs  to  lay  down  their  fortunes  and  lives  in  his  fervice :  and 
feveral  other  palatinates  declared  all  who  did  not  employ  their 
utmoft  influence  and  power  in  prefcrving  the  honour,  dignity^ 
:  and  perfon  of  their  king)  traitors  both  to  their  king  and  coun^ 
try.     Every  day  brought  fre(h  alTu ranees  to  the  court,  that  the 
pojpolit^v/ould  mount  to  oppofe  the  Stve/iesy  and  every  attack 
on  the  royal  authority,  or  the  privileges  and'  honour,  of  the 
republic.   The  fenate  even  came  to  the  refolution  of  declariog 
;war  upon  Charles^  if  he  continued   to  afpire  after  cor^ueft ; 
and  everything  feemed  to  be  in  a  fair  train  to  anfwer  the  nooft 
fanguine  wiflies  oi  Auguftui,     However,  the  ftateof  affairs  in 
Lithuania  threatened  to  throw  ^11   things  again  into  confiH 
"   fion. 
JLt'voh-         /{U GU STU S  hzd  no  fooner  difmiflSed  ih% SkxonSf  thaq 
iicns  in      the  family  of  Sapieha  difcovered  they  could   no  longer  rely 
Lithua-     upon  his  proteQion  againft  their  powerful  enemies.     It  wa^ 
pia.  necefHiry  therefore  to  have  recourfe  to  fpme  other  prince, 

whofe  authority  might  fkreen  them  againft  Oginski's  fcheme^ 
of  revenge,  and  the  moft  natural  was  ^he  Swedijh  monarch, 
the  vicinity  of  whofe  forces  afforded  a  certain  profpeft  of 
ipeedy  relief.  With  this  view  tl^ey  entered  into  a  treaty  yvith 
Charles^  and  engaged  to  favour  his  defigns  with  all  their  in- 
tereft  ;  which  obliged  the  Oginski  faiftion  to  throw  themfelves 
into  the  arms  oi  Auguftus^  'and  intirely  renounce  their  prin- 
ciples, merely  in  oppoiition  to  their  rivals.  They  fent  depu- 
ties to  Warfaw^  offering  to  fupport  the  king  at  the  hazard  of 
their  lives  and  fortunes;  at  the  fame  time  declaring,  that  they 
had  never  oppofed  his  government,  but  only  the  .^ambition  of 
the  Sapiehas^  whofe  wrong  informatiori  had  milled  his  majefty, 
and  filled  him  with  fufpicions  and  prejudices  againft  his  moft 
loyal  fubje£ts.  This  fudden  change  of  parties  foon  produced 
hoftilities  between  the  Swedes  and  Lithuanians,  Charles  de* 
tached  two  hundred  dragoons  to  the  affi fiance  of  5<i^/VAtf ; 
they  took  poft  at  the  pafs  of  KroUng^  were  attacked  by  Oginsk^ 
at  the  head  of  two  thoufand  men  ;  but  thro*  the  gallantry  of 
their  conduit  they  repulfed  the  Lithuanian  chief.  This  vi£lo- 
nous  detachment  was  reinforced  by  two  thou  land  more  Swidis^ 
pnder  the  conducSb  of  a  5^(7^//)^  officer,  who  had  orders  to  pufli 
pginski  with  the  utmoft  vigour }  and  in  a  few  days  the  king  iij 
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perfoii  entered  the  ddtchy,  at  the  head  of  the  horfe-guardft 
and  a  firong  corps  of  grenadiers.  By  this  time  Oginski  had 
laiTeoabled  an  army  of  near  fifteen  thoufand  men,  witi)  which 
he  might  have  made  head  againft  the  Swedijb  monarchy,  had 
he  not  imprudently  weakened  himfelf  at  this  critical  jun^fture* 
by  detaching  a  ftrong  party  to  defolate  the  lands  belonging  to 
the  chancellor  Radzivily  who  had  taken  part  with  his  ene- 
mies. This  rendered  hint  an  eafy  prey  to  the  Swede,  who 
now  attacked  him  with  fvich  trnpetuofity  as  foon  obtained  a 
vidory :  after  which  CharUsy  without  heilration,  quartered  his 
forces  in  the  dutchy  of  Lithuania  and  the  province  of  Samo^ 
gitta^.  To  this  advantage  was  added  the  furrender  o^ Dune^ 
munde  fort,  which  Caunitz  the  governor,  was  forced  to  deli- 
vcr  into  the  hands  of  the  Swedijh  general  Dalberg,  after  with- 
ftanding  a  tedious  blockade,, and  the  utmoft  extremities  for 
want  of  provifion. 

At  this  time  the  diet  was  aflcmbled,  agreeable  to  the  pro-  T^  diet' 
inife  made  to  the  lad  diet  by  Augujius ;  and  it  was  appre-  afembles, 
hended,  from  the  different  and  almod  contradidory  inflruc- 
tions  given  to  the  deputies,  that  great  heats  and  violent  de- 
bates muft  enfue.     Some  were  charged  not  to  enter  upon  any 
bufinefs  before  a  marechal  fhould  be  regularly  eledted  ;  while 
others  were  inftrufted  to  pay  no  regard  to  this  circumftance, 
J?ut  to  oppofe  every  other  propofition,  until  the   affairs  of  . 
Lithuakia  were  placed  upon  a  proper  footing.     There  were  a 
few  of  the  deputies  who  had  orders  to  infifl:,  that  the  Sapieh^s 
Olould  be  declared  traitors,   and  enemies   to  their  country. 
Onc^  point,  out  of  the  multitude  which  were  propofed,  met. 
with  univerfal  aiTent  \  and  this  proceeded  from  the  motion  of 
the  nuncio  o^  Rujfiay  that  the  king  (hould  be  asked,  by  a  fo- 
]emn  deputation,  whether  it  was  m  fad  agreeable  to  him 
ithat  the  differences  of  the  grand  dutchy  fhould  be  accommo* 
dated  i     It  is  not  furprifing,  that  the  king  was  fhocked  with  ^ 

a  queftion  which  tended  to  throw  fufpicions  upon  his  honour  3 
however,  he  kept  his  temper,  and  anfweredthe  deputies  with 
l^reat  moderation,  that  he  had  ^ifed  his  utmofl  endeavours 
to  compofe  the  troubles  of  Lithuania  i-  but  as.  they  prov(^d 
inadequate,  he  hoped  the  republic  would  apply  more  power- 
ful remedies  to  a  diforder  which  required  all  their  attention, 
as  it  feenied  to  threaten  the  diflblution  of  all  government,  and 
the  fubverfion  of  the  Polijh  conftimtion.  To  two  other  pro- 
pofitions,  which  demanded  that  he  would  punifli  the  author^ 
of  the  Livonian  expedition,  and  difmifs  the  Saxon  troops  quar- 
tered in  Mazoviay  he  anfwered,  that  the  expedition  againft 

>  Au^*  fupra  ciut.  ibid. 
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'  Livonia  was  undertaken  in  confequence  of  the  pa^a  conventa^ 
'to  which  he  had  fworn.  By  thcfe  he  Was  engaged  to  attempt 
the  recovery  of  the  province^  which  had  been  wrefted  from 
the  republic  ;  and  as  to  the  Saxons  in  the  province  of  Mazo^ 
via^  he  declared  his  ignorance ;  but  promifed,  that  if  any  fo- 
reign troops  were  found  in  the  province,  they  fhould  be  fpeedi- 
lydifmiiTed. 

The  next  propofition  made  to  Augujius  was,  that  he 
would  again  fet  on  foot  the  treaties  commenced  relative  to 
the  affairs  of  Litht^ania ;  and  that  a  precife  time  flibuld  be 
fixed  for  a  conference  between  the  deputies  of  the  diet  and 
thofe  of  the  fenate :  to  which  his  majefty  made  a  fatisfadtory 
reply  by  nominating  the  cbmmiflioners,  and  referring  the  reft 
intirefy  to  the  diet.  Accordingly  the  conferences  opened,  and 
the  great  points  debated  refpeded  a  general  amnefty,  and  the 
re-eftabliftiment  of  the  houfe  of  Sapieha.  The  Lithuanians 
oppofed  the  latter,  and  the  houfe  o^  Sapieha  the  former  :  how- 
ever, it  was  at  length  agreed,  that  the  family  of  Sapieha 
fhould  be  re-eftablifhed  in  all  its  fbrtunes,  offices,  dignities, 
and  prerogatives ;  that  all  hoftilities  and  damages  committed, 
or  fuflained  by  either  party,  fliould  be  forgot,  and  pardoned 
by  a  general  amnefty ;  and  that  the  difpute  between  the  houfes 
of  Sapieha  and  Radzivil^  about  the  tuition  of  the  princefe  of 
Nexvburgj  (hould  be  referred  to  arbitration.  The  accomnio- 
A.  D.  darion  was  figned,  and  reported  to  the  diet.  Several  motions 
J 702.  were  made  by  divers  members,  and  it  was  propofed  to  fend  an 
ambafly  to  the  king  of  Sweden  \  but,  inftead  of  deliberating 
upon  this  fubjedt,  the  aiTembly  broke  up  tumultuoufly  on  the 
feventh  day  of  February^  to  the  great  difappointment  of  thofe 
'  who  expefted  to  build  their  own  fortunes  on  the  public  dif- 
turbances;  and  alfo  to  the  mortification  of  the  king,  who 
hoped  he  had  gained  the  confidence  of  the  diet  by  his  ready 
difmiffion  of  the  Saxons ;  a  meafure  of  which  he  inow  began 
with  reafon  to  repent.  Public  bufinefs  was  tranfadted  by  a 
general  council,  to  which  the  king  made  overtures  that  ^ere 
rejeded.  He  commiflSoned  the  palatine  of  Marienburg  to 
acquaint  the  council,  that  he  would  advance  to  the  army  two 
quarters  arrears  out  of  his  own  coffers,  provided  he  might 
have  the  affiflance  of  the  Polijh  forces  againfl  the  Swedes ; 
and  he  demanded  permiflion  to  recal  twelve  thoufand  Saxons^ 
until  ^the  Polijh  army  could  be  fufftciently  augmented  to  make 
head  againfl  the  public  enemy,  whofe  ambitious  views  muft 
now  appear  fufftciently  evident.  The  council  referred  an 
anfwer  to  be  made  by  the  primate,  who  now  again  reflimed 
his  correfpondence  with  the  king  of  Szueden,  and  eafily  evinced 
his  partiality  in  the  manner  of  bis  reply.     As  to  the  payment 
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of  the  army,  that,  he  faid,  would  be  an  unneceiTary  expence 
to  his  majefly,  fmce  the  troops  could  not  a(Sfc  without  the 
confent  of  the  republic ;  and  with  refped  to  the  return  of  the 
Saxons^  it  would  be  a  fure  means  of  exciting  frefli  troubles  in 
the  kingdom.  Juguftus  befides  put  a  variety  of  other  quef- 
tions  to  the  council,  which  fufEciently  demonftrated  the  diffi- 
culties that  attended  his  fituation.  He  asked,  what  rhean^ 
the  council  propofed  for  driving  the  Swedes  out  o(  Lithuania  ? 
Whether  they  refolved  to  grant  an  audience  to  the  czar's  am- 
baffador?  What  feciirity  they  had  provided  for  the  royal  per- 
fon,  and  the  dignity  of  the  republic,  in  cafe  the  king  of  Swe^ 
den  advanced  farther  into  the  Polijh  dominions  ?  And,  What 
funds  were  provided  for  the  fupport  of  an  army,  and  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  artillery  and  ammunition  ?  An  anfwer  was 
made  by  a  refolution  taken  to  mount  the  pofpoUte^  th^t  the 
republic  might  be  able  to  defend  herfelf,  in  cafe. of  neceiEty  ; 
and  the  king  was  advifed  to  apply  to  the  powers  who  were 
guarantees  of  the  treaty  of  Oiiva^  to  give  audience  to  the 
czar's  ambaffador,  and  to  appoint  proper  perfons  for  an  am- 
baily  to  the  king  o^  Sweden. 

In  confcquence  of  the  deliberations  of  the  council,  an  am-  Deputaticn 
bafly,  compofed  of  five  fenators,  fet  out  to  attend  the  Swedijh  to  the  king 
monarch  \n  Lithuania  ;  but  Vander  Sacken^  one  of  the  king's  C/^Swe- 
chamberlains,  whom  he  had  fent  to  notify  the  ambafly  to  the  den. 
Vwi^oi  Sweden^  was  put  under  arreft"  by  that  prince,  becaufe 
he  had  neglefted  to  procure  a  paflport  from  the  primate  and 
fenate,  and  was  therefore  confidcred  as  the  emiflary  of  Auguf* 
tus.  The  ambafladors  were  received  with  great  refpecSt ;  but 
Charles  told  them  he  would  hold  the  conference  at  Warfaw^ 
;md  accordingly  began  his  march,  publifiiing  a  manifefto  by 
the  way,  in  which  he  declared  th^t  he  would  not  quit  Poland^ 
until  he  had  driven  his  enemy  frorn  the  throne,  and  eftablifhcd, 
^  fucceffor.  He  invited  the  Poles  to  join  him,  aflured  them 
that  he  laboured  to  preferve  their  liberties,  and  endeavoured  to 
demonftrate  that  the  interefts  of  the  republic  and  of  Sweden 
were  directly  fimjlar,  and  ought  to  unite  both  nations  in  pro- 
moting his  defigns.  After  fo  public  a  declaration,  it  was  im- 
p6flible  to  miftake  Charles :  he  proceeded  to  Warfaw  with 
great  rapidity,/  and  Augujlus  entered  that  city  four  days  before 
the  arrival  of  the  Swedes.  Before  his  departure  he  fummoned 
a  council,  and  procured  a  refolution,  that  the  crown  army 
fhould  take  the  field,  and  aflemble  by  the  end  of  the  month 
o^  May  in   the  neighbourhood  of  Leopold^  where  the  king  v 

might  be  allowed  to  join  it  with  the  fix  thoufand  Saxons^  ftipu- 
lated  for  his  guard  by  the  palifa  convenia.  It  was  however 
jj^fifled,  that  n9t  ®nly  the  Poles  t>ut  the  ^cixons  likewife  ftould    . 
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be  under  the  command  of  the<:rown-general ;  and  that  the  fo- 
reign troops  (hould  be  difmifled,  as  foon  as  peace  was  concluded. 
At  the  fame  time  the  king  publifhed  his  univerfaUa^  or  writs,  for 
affembling  the  pofpoHle  by  the  middle  of  the  month  of  May^  and 
fcnt  orders  to  Saxony  for  the  immediate'  march  of  his  heredi- 
tary fofccs  ;  but,  whatever  expedition. he  ufed,  his  enemies 
were  at  the  gates  of  the  capital  before  the  troops  could  af- 
femble.  •  Warfaw  city  and  citadel  furrendered  without  a  blow, 
after  fome  fcruples  raifed  by  the P^Z/yy?^  commandant,  as  a  mask 
to  his  cowardice,  had  been  furmounted ;  and  this  event  was 
followed  by  a  private  conference  between  the  artful  primate, 
attended  by  the  equally  perfidious  great  treafurer,  and  the 
)gi\t\g  o^  Sweden.  It  was  even  affirmed,  that  Jugujius  fo  far 
dcfpaircd  of  being  able  to  refift  his  vi^Storious  enemy,  that  be 
endeavoured  to  fet  on  foot  an  accommodation,  by  means  of 
the  witty  and  beauteous  countefs  of  Konigfmark^  who  made  a 
vifit  to  ChaHes  in  his  camp ;  but  was  denied  an  audience  of 
that  auftere  and  unceremonious  prince. 

Notwithstanding  the  plan  for  depoGng  Auguftus  was 
concerted,  as  mod  people  imagined,  by  the  primate  and  trea- 
furer at  the  interview  with  Charles^  yet  greater  difficulties  now 
'     flatted  up  than  had  been/ forefeen.     A  Saxm  army  was  come 
to  his  relief;  and  the  palatines  of  Cracow^  Siradta^  Great  Pa- 
Jandy  Folhinia,  and  Sandomir^  were  arming  in  defence  of  the 
monarch.      Already  he  had   collected  twenty-two  thoofand 
men,  and  thepofpoHfe  was  preparing  to  mount.     Many  of  the 
nobility  offered  to  flied  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood  in  oppofing 
Ae  zmhkious  Swede ;  and  it  was  plain,  that    the  iffue  of- a 
battle  muft  decide  whether  Augujim  fliould   remain   king  of 
Poland^  or  be  reduced  to  his  former  ftate  of  eleftor  of  Saxony 
only.     With  this  force  he  refolved  to  come  to  aftion,  and 
JBattle  of    accordingly  began  his  march   in  purfuit  of  the  king  of  5a;/- 
Gliflbw,    ^gfi^  v,rh(o  was  equally  forward  to  engage,  though  inferior  in 
cr  Ciif-      numbers.  Near  GUJfow  the  two  kings  met,  a  bloody  battle  was 
r'  fought,  and  Augujius  was  intirely  defeated,  flying  before  the 

'  conqueror  to  Cr^^^ty ;  the  inhabitants  of  which  city  had  the 

courage  to  fhut  their  gates  in  the  face  of  the  victorious  Swedijb 
army  *.  The  king  of  Poland  had  difplayed  great  valour  and 
•  military  skill :  he  fought  like  a  prince  who  merited  a  crown, 
and  kiiew  the  value  of  the  regal  dignity.  -  He  repeatedly  ral- 
lied his  troops,  and  charged  in  perfon ;  but  fortune  declared 
for  Charles^  and  he  yielded  the  vidory  with  the  lofs  of  near 
four  thoufand  men  killed-on  the  fpot,  two  thoufand  taken  pri- 
foners,  feveral'pieces  of  cannon,  and  all  the  baggage  of  the 
army.  ,  •    •         . 

a  Vide  Univerf.  Hift.  torn,  xxxiii.  p.  339^ 
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A  BRUISE  which  CharUs  received  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe, 
prevented  his  profecuting  his  advantage,  and  furniflied  yfo- 
gt^us  vi^ith  the  means  of  convoking  a  diet,  re-affembling  the 
fcatt^ed  remains  of  his  army,  procuring  a  reinforcement  of 
eight  thoufand  Saxons^  and  of  part  of  the  pofpolite  of  LittU 
Poland.  This  affembly  protefted  againfl:  the  manifefto  pub- 
liflied  by* the  king  of  Sweden^  determined  to  fupport  Augujius 
on  the  throne,  and  fent  deputies  to  the  palatinates  of  Great 
Poland^  to  defire  their  concurrence  with  the  refolutions  taken 
by  the  provincial  diet  of  Sandomir, ;  or,  as  the  Swedijh  writers 
have  it,  of  Mariemburg  (A)r  The  fpirited  conduft  of  thi$ 
provinoe  produced  no  effeft  in  jGreat  Poland^  where  the  civil 
diforders  feemed  to  increafe  in  proportion  as  unanimity  was 
become  neceflary.  Inilead  of  entering  upon  meafures  for  the  .  . 
protefkion  of  the  fovereign  and  the  republic,  the  nobility  were 
on  the  point  of  coming  to  blows  with  each  other,  thereby 
cutting  off  not  only  all  profpeft  of  being  able  to  refift  the 
common  enemy,  but  endangering  the  intire  fubverfion  of  the 
government.  A  few  propofed  imitatingjthe  example  of  San- 
doTfiir^  and  forming  a  confederacy  in  favour  of  Augujim : 
others  propofed  declaring  for  Charles ;  a  third  party  thought  it 
better  that  the  aflbciation  (hould  take  place,  for  prote(9ing  the 
liberties  of  the  republic  aga^ift  all  encroachments ;  and  a 
fourth  save  their  opinion  againft  all  parties  and  confedera- 
cies, which  they  faid  ought  to  depend  on  contingencies.  This 
fpirit  of  diiTention,  and  the  fear  left  the  king  of  £u;^^i^/j  ihould 
obje£l;  that  the  ambaify  was  not  fuf&ciently  authorized  to  treat 
of  an  accommodation,  deter niined  Augujius  to  appoint  a  nevir 
aflembly  of  the  fenators.  This  meeting  was  held  according- 
ly;  and  the  primate,  who  ftill  continued  irrefolute,  attended, 
had  an  audience  of  the  king,  who  yet  did  not  entertain  any 
well-grounded  fufpicion  of  his  fidelity,  and  obtained  leave  to 
fend  an  exprefs  with  propofals  of  peace  to  the  £z(;^i^  mo- 
narch. The  prelate  wrote  to  that  prince  in  terms  extremely 
pathetic ;  but  with  a  coldnefs  for  king  Augujius,  which  plainly 
declared  his  fentiments.  All  that  he  faid  refpeded  the  repub- 
lic :  the  king's  affairs  he  referred  to  his  agent,  who  accom- 
panied the  exprefs.  In  a  word,  he  endeavoured  to  throw 
the  veil  of  elocution  over  the  perfidy  of'  his  heart,  and  to 
cover  with  the  broad  mantl^  of  religion,  and  ecclefiaftical 

(A)  It  is  probable  .that  what  formed  by  the  provincial  diet  of 
the  S^edijh  writers  call  a  diet  Sandomir.  We  have,  however* 
was  no  more  than  a  great  coun-  in  complaifaoce  to  them,  called 
cil,  which  aflembled  zt^ariem-  it  a  diet  in  our  Hiflory  of  S<wer 
iurg  foon  after  the  confederacy    d^n, 

cu'n- 
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cunning,  that  felfifli  difpofition  which  fought  its  own  grst- 

tification  at  the  expence  of  his  honour,  the  dignity  of  the 

y^PQljrt^  crown,  and  the  felicity  and  peace  of  his  country.     The  am- 

eifuoys  are  ^^^Y  ^°°  ^^^  °"^  ^^  Cf'acow,  where  the  Swedijb  monarch  re- 

refufedau-  'i^^^  >  ^"^  ^^^  refufed  an  audience,  under  pretence  that  his 

dience.       Swedijh  majefty  could  not  determine  whether  he  was  at  war 

or  peace  with  the  republic.     However,  both  Charles  and  his 

minifler  count  Piper  anfwered  the  prelate's  letter ;  and  the 

terms  in  which  they  exprefled  themfelves  gave  Augujiui  fome 

light  into  the  ambiguous  condudt  of  that  prelate. 

When  it  was  known  that  the  ambafly  had  been  denied 
audience,  a  new  council  was  afTembled,  and  frefh  infrac- 
tions given  to  the  ambaiTadors  to  repeat  their  requeft  of 
being  admitted  to  a  conference.  The  deputies  obeyed  their 
inftru£lions ;  but  met  with  another  refufal,  as  Charles^  now 
•  recovered  from  his  late  diforder,  refolved  to  purfue  his  mili- 
tary operations,  which  he  knew  muft  cut  off  all  altercation, 
and  bring  matters  to  a  fpeedy  iffue.  Leaving  a  fufficient  gar- 
rifon  in  Cracow^  he  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  army,  and 
advanced  to  JVarfaw  by  flow  qiarches  ;  upon  advice  of  which 
motion,  the  king  of  Poland  pofted  to  join  the  Saxon  army 
quartered  in  Prujfia^  and  on  his  arrival  at  Thorn  fummoned 
a  council  fecretly,  and  then  pafled  on  to  Drefden^  refblvbg 
to  return  by  the  day  fixed  for  the  meeting.  What  his  inten- 
tion was  in  going  to  Drefden  is  not  clear ;  but  the  hurry  in 
Which  he  camel)ack  to  PruJJia  proved  fruitlefs.  Neither 
the  primate,  the  great  general,  nor  fome  of  the  principal 
nobility  attended  the  council,  and  the  few  who  were  prefent 
were  embarrafled  and  divided  in  their  fentiments.  Nothing, 
in  (hort,  met  with  unanimous  confent,  except  a  propbfition 
to  acquaint  the  king  of  Sweden  that  the  republic  had  refolved 
to  accept  the  emperor's  mediation,  and  to  declare  war  in  cafe 
he  refufed  to  accept  ft>  equitable  a  propofal.  For  fome  time 
the  court  df  Vienna  had  laboured  to  efFcft  an  accommoda- 
tion 5  and  AuguJiuSy  to  facilitate  the  defigns  of  the  aulic  coun- 
cil, had  detached  eight  thoufand  o^ih^  Saxon  troops  to  his 
imperial  majefty,  perhaps  indeed  with  a  view  of  biaiSng  the 
mediator.  All  however  that  count  Zinzendoff  could  urge 
produced  no  alteration  in  Charles ;  he  rejefled  the  offered 
interf)ofuion,  and  determined  upon  receiving  no  other  condi- 
tions than  a  formal  abdication  of  the  crown  of  Poland^  and 
renunciation  of  that  dignity,  figned  by  the  hand  of  Auguftus 
himfelf.  ' 

About  this  time  a  circumftance  occurred  which  more 
than  ever  inflamed  the  refcntment  of  the  Swedijh  monarch, 
and  likewife  involved  the  republic  in  difputes  with  the  court 

of 
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of  Verfailks.     Augujim  had  feized  upon   the  Ffench  envoys  ^u^f^uj 
going  to  Warfawy  the  one  to  the  king  of  Sw^deriy  the  other  ^r^s  the 
to  the  republic. "  The  latter  had  been  ordered  to  quit  the  do-  French  x 
minionis  of  Poland -y    but  he  replied  to  the  meflenger  fent  by  envoys. 
Auguftusy  that  he  was  ambaffador  to  the  ftates  of  the  repub- 
lic as  well  as  to  his  majefty.     This  news  no  fooner  reached 
the  court  of  France  than  all  the  Poles  in  that  kingdom  were 
laid  under  arreft,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  enfuing, 
the  marquis  de  Torcy  wrote  to  the  primate,  complaining  in 
the  moil  bitter  terms  of  the  grofs  infractions  committed  on 
the  laws  of  nations,  and  demanding  to  know  whether  the 
envoys  had  been,  confined  by  the  republic's  confent,  or  only 
by  the  king's  orders  ?     The  primate  wrote  in  confequence  to 
Augujiusy  in  a  manner  that  fhewed  how  much  he  disapproved 
of  his  conduct.     **  I  cannot,  fays  he,  carry  my  refpe<a  for 
^^  your  majefty  fo  far  as  to  vindicate  an  action  which  all  men 
*'  of  honour  muft  condemn."    He  then  deplored  the  unhappy 
ftate  of  the  republic,  always  doomed  to  fhare  in  the  punifh- 
ment    however    guiltlefs ;    and   concluded  with    obferving, 
^'  that  fad  experience  ought  to  have  ni^ade  the  king  better 
**  acquainted  with  the  charaflers  of  thofe  blind  guides,  who, 
*'  infiead  of  conducing  him  to  the  temple  of  glory,  were 
.  *^  hurrying  him*on  to  the  pit  of  ignominy  and  deftruCtion." 
Auguftus  anfwered  this  letter,  and  evidently  (hewed  by  the 
ironical  farcaftic  turn  of  his  expreiSon,   that  he  at  length  Altercatlw 
fufpefled  the  zeal  of'  the  primate.      **  I  befeech  you,  faid  *^'''^  '^' 
''  he,  my  good  coufin,  neither  to  ftrain  too  f^r  your  com- ^'''^^^* 
*'  plaifance  or  your  diffimulation  upon  my  accoi^nt :    let  each 
**  of  us  preferve  that  power  vefted  in  us  by  the^  conftitution,  ' 

f^  and  do  you  remember  that  while  I  am  king  you  are  nothing 
,*'  more  than  a  fimple  archbifhop."  y/«^z//?i/j  however  con - 
defcended  to  explain  the  motives  upon  which  the  ambaiTadors 
had  been  arrefted,  and  declared  that  a  full  account  of  the 
affair  was  fent  to  Verfaillesy  which  he  doubted  not  would  fully 
juftify  his  proceedings*. 

Upon  this  it  was  that  the  primate,  of  his  own  autbo-  A.D; 
rity,  ventured  to  fummon  a  great  council  of  the-  fenators,  1703. 
for  which  purpofe  he  publilhed  circular  letters  in  the  fame 
ftile  as  if  he  had  been  prorex  during  an  inter-regnum.  In 
thefe  letters  he  paflionately  lamented  the  decay  of  public  fpi- 
rit  in  the  republic,  and  the  indifference  with  which  the 
^oles  beheld  the  ruin  of  their  country,  as  if  no  regard  for 
law,*juftice,  or  liberty  remained,  and  every  fpark  of  valour 
and  virtue  had  been  extinguifhed. '  After  much  declamation 

*  Font.  cap.  v.  .         / 
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on  the  degeneracy  of  the  times,  and  the  dangerous  fituaticn 
in  which  Poland  ftood  on  the  very  brink  of  deftrufHon,  be 
added,  that  in  difcharge  of  his  confcience,  in  pity  to  his 
counti:y,  and  to  exprefs  his  zeal  for  the  public  fervice,  as 
,  well  as  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vefted  in  the  archiepifco- 
Fcb.  1.5.  palidignity,  he  took  upon  him  to  require  a  meeting  of  the 
lenate  at  IVarfmv^  to  concert  means  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  ftate  at  this  critical  jun<£lure.  Few,  however,  of  the 
nobility  paid  any  regard  to  thcfe  circular  letters,  fome  rc- 
fufing  to  admit  the  primate*s  authority,  while  others  pleaded 
that  while  thfe  citadel  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Swedes^  diey 
could  not  declare  their  opinions  freely ;  and  the  prelate  was 
under  the  neceffity  of  putting  off  the  council  to  a^more  fea- 
fonable  opportunity. 

The  archbifliop's  difappointment  afforded  caufe  of  triun^ 
to  Augujius^  and  indeed  his  affairs  immediately  afltimed  a 
J  .;  more  promifmg  afpeft.'  .Several  provinces  alTured  him  of 
afftmbled  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^'^^  loyalty  by  deputies  fent  to  Marierdmrg^  in 
at  Mari-  which  city  the  king  had  for  fome  time  refided.  Many  of 
'enburg.  them  advtfed  him  to  publifh  his  Univerfalia  for  aflembling  a 
general  diet ;  but  Augujius^  apprehending  the  confequence  of 
divifions  among  the  nobility,  contented  himfelf  with  ifTuing 
writs  for  a  general  council  of  the  fenate  to  be  held  at  Ma- 
rienburg.  The  letters  publifhed  on  this  occafion  were  fraught 
with  a  variety  of  truths,  vvhich  bore  hard  upon  the  charader 
of  the  Swedijh  king  :  they  accordingly  gave  great  of- 
fence to  that  monarch,  and  extiAguifhed  every  fentioient  of 
peace  in  his  mind,  if  he  ever  entertained  thoughts  of  an  ac- 
«  commodation.  But  this  circumRance  gave  little  uneafinefi 
to  Augujlus^  who  faw  himfelf  rifing  in  the  efteem  of  the  no- 
bility and  fenate,  many  of' whom  he  entirely  gained  over  to 
his  intereft  by  his  carefies,  promifes,  blandifiiments,  and  that 
eafy  politenefs  of  which  he  was  fo  great  a  mailer.  The 
Semitus  pondltum 'Zccord'mgly  met,  the  aflembly^was  nume- 
rous, and  the  firfl  refolution  taken  evinced  the  influence 
which  Augujius  had  eflabliflied.  It  was  decreed,  that  as  the 
refhiblic  hdA  been  equally  injured  by  the  pretended  friendihip 
of  the  king  of  Sweden,  and  by  his  avowed  enmity,  that  prince 
ought  therefore  to  be  conddered  in  the  latter  capacity  ;  that 
the  refolution  of  the  diet  of  Sandomir  (hould  be  confirmed, 
for  uniting  the  whole  republic  2g2\nfk  Sweden  i  that  the  no- 
bility and  a  general  diet  (hould  be  fummoned  to.afiemble  in 
the  open  field ;  that  all  aflemblies  held  by  the  primate  fhould 
be  illegal  and  a  violation  of  the  conflitution ;  that  orders 
fliould  be  TfTued  to  the  generals  of  the  army  to  oppofe  the 
Swedes ',   and  that  the  afTembly  fhould  ftand  by  the  king, 

and 
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^aitd  v€fttur€  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  bis  fervic^.    A  motion 
that  a  confederacy  (ho^ld  be,  formed  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
regal  dignity  and  the  republic   met  with  opppfition.     The 
^  prim.ate  had  raifed  a  party  to  fruftrate  this  meafufe,  and   now 
he  demanded  fatisfadion  for  the  injury  done  to  his  charader 
and  dignity  by  the  decree  of  the  affembly,  infilling  that  in 
the  prefent  circumftances  of  affairs  he  was  vefted  with  a  legal 
authority  to  fummon   a  council  of  the  fenate.     To  evince!, 
his  right  he  appointed  the  fixtcenth  day  oi  jipril  fpr  a  counqrl 
at  W(irfawy  and  expefted  that  ^he  fenatois  who  attended  the 
king's  writs  would  pay  the  fame  obedience  to*  ,his,  as  foon  asf 
the  council  at  Marienburg  was  dilTolved.     Thus  the  primate 
once  more  declared  openly  againft  the  king,  and  fet  at  de- 
fiance the  regal  dignity.     Two  parties  were  formed,  which 
denied  each  other  the  right  of  a^ing  in  the  n^me  of  the  re- 
public.    Augujlui  could  allow  the  primate  no  authority,  and 
this  opinion  feemed  to  he  founded  upon  the  true  conftitution  of 
Poland^  by  which  the  primate  had  no  other  authority  than  that 
of  firft  fenator  and  his  fpiritual  prerogatives,  except  during  zvjl 
inter-reenum  i    while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  prelate  de- 
dared  the  resolutions  of  the  councils  held  by  the  king  ille- 
gal, until  he  gave  his  aflent  ^.    In  a  word,  it  was  apparent 
that  the  primate  had  declared  tacitly  for  the  king  of  Bwe* 
den^  that  all  hopes  of  peace  were  vaniflied,  and  that  the  twa 
kings  would  now  exert  their  utmoft  abilityto  drive  each  other 
out  of  Poland^  the  unhappy  fcene  of  the  contentions  of  twa 
'  ambitious  princes. 

Already  Augujlm  had  an  army  of  fifty  thoufand  men  at 
bis  difpofal.  The  Lithuanians  Under  Oginski  amounted  ta 
thirty-five  thoufand  men,  the  remainder  were  Saxons^  ui^on 
whom  alone,  either  for  loyalty,  courage,  or  military  (kill, 
Augufim  could  place  any  dependence..  'The  czar  Ifiad  indeed 
engaged  to  fend  an  army  of  an  hundred  thoufand  men  into 
Lithuania  \  and  had  he  executed  his  promife,  the  king  of 
Poland  would  have  been  in  a  condition  to  fecure  the  dig- 
nity of  his  crpwn,  and  avenge  himfelf  of  xht  Swedijh  mo- 
narch. But  no  danger  njoved  Charles \  camps  were  perpe- 
tually {hifted,  and  a  kind  of  emulation  arofe  who  flioulj 
prove  the  mod  fuccefeful  in  ruiping  the  territories  of  the  re- 
public. Mutual  declarations  and  recriminations  now  pafi'ed^ 
which  more  than  ever  confirmed  Augujlus  that  the  primary 
Jiad  afted  treacheroufly,  by  concerting  matters  with  his  rivaly 
and  that  it  would  be  neceiTary  to  aflemble  a  .gene;:al  diei^ 
While  he  was  preparing  to  iUue  writs  for  this  purppfc,  the 
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Vbe  Sax-'  ^^^Z  oi  Sweden  attacked  the  Saxons  encamped  at  PaUuJk^  slttf 
ons  are  obtained  an  eafy  viSory,  aftei;  an  engagement  in  which  Au- 
defeated,  gujlus  I0&  near  two  thoufand  men,  either  killed,  drowned, 
or  taken  prifoners,  together  with  all  his  cannon  and  bagga^, 
general  Stenau  who  comnianded  efcaping  with  the  utmdft  dif- 
ficulty ^  Charles  purfucd  his  advantage,'  penetrated  into 
Prujpay  blockaded  Thorn^  and  put  garrifons  into  Graudentz 
and  the  little  town  of  Strazburg^  which  q>ened  their  gates 
without  any  (hew  of  refiftance.  , 

Though  this  viflory  produced  nothing  dccifive,  it  ne- 
verthelefs  more  than  ever  confirmed  the  primate  in  his 
opinion  that  he  ought  by  all  means  to  ftick  fail  by  Sweden^ 
which  he  found  the  republic  and  Augujius  would  never  be 
able  to  refift.  Yet  he  aded  with  the  utmoft  circumfpeiSiion, 
and  fuch  duplicity,  that  he  reinftated  himfelf  entirely  in  the  opi- 
nion of  a  great  number  of  the  nobility,  who  had  entertained 
fufpicions  unfavourable  to  his  charaSer.  While  the  diet  was 
fitting  at  Lublin  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Charles^  accufing  him  of 
a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  republic,  and  inflfting  upon 
his  withdrawing  his  forces  from  Pruffia ;  but  he  at  the  fame 
time  took  care  that  this  letter  fhould  be  intercepted,  arid 
produced  at  the  diet,  by  which  he  gained  the  reputation  of  a 
ftrenuous  patriot,  who  haid  been  grofsly  mifreprefented  by 
evil  difpofed  perfons.  Having  thus  paved  the  way  for  a  good 
reception  from  that  affembly,  he  fet  out  for  Lublin^  attefnded 
by  a  great  retinue  of  nobility  and  gentry,  and  was  met  on 
the  road  by  feveral  members  of  the  diet.  Such  deference  was 
fhewn  this  hypocrite,  that  the  diet  returned  his  letter  fealed 
up  V  but  he  was  denied  audience  of  the  king,  until  he  had 
takeh  the  oath  to  which  the  members  of  the  council  at  Ma* 
ri^burgy  and  the  diet  at  Sandomir^  had  fworn. 
Diet  at  The  diet  o^  Lublin  had  been  opened  by  the  king  in  per- 

Lublin.  fon,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  June'^  and  now  that  the 
primate  and.  his  friends  had  taken  all  the  oaths  required,  it 
was  hoped  the  bafis  of  concord  and  unanimity  was  fully 
eftablifhed;  yet  there  arofe  feveral  debates,  which  rendered, 
it  neceiTary  to  prolong  the  feflion  fOr  three  days  beyond  the 
ufual  period.  Before  this  time  was  expired,  the  diet  had 
agreed  upon  certain  refolutions,  couched  in  fix  articles  to  the 
following  purport:  that  the  crown  army  (hould  be  aug- 
mented to  thirty -fix  thoufand  men;  and  that  the  Lithuanians^ 
including  the  Saxons  auxiliaries  in  that  dutchy,  fhould.  be 
raifed,  to  twelve  thoufand.  To  maintain  this  force  a  poll- 
tax  was  laid  upon  ih^Jews  at  a  crown  each  head^  and  a  duty 


*  Univ.  Hift.  ubi  fupu 


upon 


tke Hijioryef  Pohnd.  |35 

tipori'  all  made  liquors.    By  the  iecond  article^  tbe  king  of 
Sweden  was  allowed  fix  weeks  to  ^ive  his  £nal  refolutions' 
relative  to  peace  or  war.      The  third  article  allowed  the 
feme  fpace  of  time  to  the  houfe  of  Safieha^  to  return  to  the 
duty  which  it  owed  to  the  king  and  repubhc ;    in  default  of 
which  all  perfons  of  that  family  were  to  be  declared  traitors. 
The  fourth  article  annexed  ffevere  penalties  to  any  mention 
of  declaring  the  throne  vacant.     The  fifth  vefted  the  king 
With  a  power  df  forming  fuch  alliances  as  would  be  neceflary 
4b  the  fecUrity  of  the  crown  and  ftate,  in  cafe  the  Swedijh 
monarch  perfiffed  in  his  ambitious  defigns :    and  by  the  laft 
article  a  tax  was  laid  upon  all  the  wat^r- mills  in  the  king* 
dom,  to  fatisfy  the  king  oi  Pruffia's  claim  upon  Eihing.    The 
kft  a<a  of  the  diet  wds  to  prepare  an  ihftrument  to  unite 
the  feveral  members  of  the  republic,  under  the  title  of  the 
Mutual  Proteft  and  Agreement  of  the  feveral  Orders*  of  the, 
Kingdom ;   but  the  eftefts  of  this  inftrumcnt  of  coalition 
tvere  fruftrated  by  the  cohduft  of  the  nobility  of  Great  Po" 
land^  ^here  it  would  feetn  the  primate  had  gained  an  afcen- 
darit.     The  nobility  of  this  province  had  entered  into  a  con- 
federacy to  prevent  the  ruin  of  their  country,  and  to  preferve 
their  liberties;  and  the  king  of  Sweden  took  advantage  of  this 
circumftance  to  invite  the  reft  of  the  republic  into  the  con- 
federacy, by  whom  he  hoped  to  augment  the  divifions  of  this 
already  diftra6Wed  kingdom.    He  publifhed  a  manifefto,  offer*- 
ing  his  protedion  to  all  fober-minded  well-difpofed  perfons^ 
and  threatening  to  bl aft  with  his  vengeance  all  who  adhered  to 
the  pernicious  afpiring  fchemes  formed  by  king  Augujtus^  whom 
he  now  diftinguiflied  only  by  the  title  of  eledor  of  Saxony.  The 
confederates  wel^e  cheared  and  animated  by  thb  declaration^ 
which  encouraged  them  to  demand  peace  of  the  Wxngoi  Swe- 
den  by  a  dep||tation.    The  deputies  were  well  received;  but 
Charles  told  them,  in  a  refolute  tone,  that  the  depofition  of  . 
Augtiftm  miift  be  the  preliminary  condition  of  his  compliance 
^ith  thei/  requeft. 

The  Aieafures  taken  by  the  nobility  of  Gr/tf/P^A?»^^gavfc  Aiigtifias 
great  oftence  to  Jugu^Us^v/ho  declared  in  a  rage,  that  heiice-  dukirestb§ 
rorward  he  (hould  treat  them  as  traitors ;   but  this  paffionate  cmfede- 
denunciation^  inftead  of  intimidating  the  confederates,  ferved^^'^  trai* 
Dnly  to  augment  the  number  of  his  enemies^    A  variety  of '^"' 
palatines  joined  the  confederated  nobility,  and  Auguftus  was 
daily  abandoned  by  fome  of  the  lords  in  whom  he  repofed 
the  utmoft  confidence.    To  complete  his  embarrai&nent,  the 
Saxon  troops  were  too  few  to  face  the  Swedes^  and  too  much 
.  difpirited  with  their  late  defeats  to  think  of  coming  again  to 
sK^lion  with  an  enemy  whom  they  regarded  as  invincible. 
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,  The  crown  awny  relaxed  in  its  zeal  for  his  fcrvicc,  and  at- 
tachment tohis'perfon  ;  the  primate's  intrigues  added  to  his 
perplexity,  and  he  now  fuggcfted  the  idea  of  toking  refuge 
in  Saxony^  under  pretence  of  vifiting  his  hereditary  dominions. 
The  primate  oppofed  this  refolution ;  but  Augufius  fufpeded 
bis  fincerity«  and  believed  that  the  artful  prelate  h^  his  owa 
/  defigns,  and  was  a£luaUy  in  a  confpiracy  againft  his  life  and 
liberty. 

Matters  were  now  drawing  towards   a  crifia.     The 
Bwedii  were  esger  to  come  to  a  decifive  engagement,  and 
CharUs   indulged  their  ardor,   by  turning  the   blockade   of 
Thorn       Thorn  into  ^  regular  fiegc.     Trenches  were  formed,  batte- 
taken  by    fies  e reded,  and  the  Swedtfh  cannon  played  fo  furioufly,  that 
the  in  a  few  days  the  whole  city  was  almoft  reduced  tp  rubbifli. 

Swedes.  By  the  fourtcoith  of  O^ober  the  governor  was  forced  to  fub- 
mit  at  difaetion  to  the  conqueror.  CharUs  thought  of  dif- 
Qiembrjng  the  place;  but  the  inhabitants  purchafed  their 
walls  and  gates  at  the  price  of  forty  thoufand  crowns.  Th|B 
cities  of  Dantzick  and  Elbing  were  chaftifed  for  the  fpirit 
the  tnagi (Urates  had  {hewn  in  refufing  a  pafTage  to  a  body  of 
Swedes  \  and  Ju^ujius  oppofed  all  thefe  military  pperalions 
only  by  a  fruitlefs  council  of  fenators,  whom  he  aflembled 
at  yavarow*  Here  the  king  propofed  renewing  the  alliance 
with, the  czar,  his  only  remaining  refource  ;  a  dep  to  which 
he  was  impelled  by  Patkuly  who  had  now  entered  the  fervice 
of  that  prince  ;  and  was  authorifed  by  the  diet  at  Lublin  \  but 
the  grand-marechal  of  the  crown,  and  feveral  fenators,  pro- 
tefted  againft  fending  an  ambaiTy  to  RuJJiay  left  it  (hoqld  put 
an  entire  flop  to  the  negotiations  with  the  king  of  Sweden, 
!Mor  was  this  the  only  mortification  he  fufFered ;  for  the 
council  paffed  an  a^,  in  which  diey  decreed^  that  the  regal 
auChor4i^  was  fubprdinate  to  the  power  of  the  diet ;  upon 
inhich^c/^fl^^  broke  up  the  aflembly  in  difguft,  repaired  to 
Cracowy  and,  aftor  a  fhort  ftay  in  the  capital,  kt  out  pri- 
vately for  his  eledloral  dominions!  His  departure  furniOied 
.  the  primate  with  the  faireft  opportunity  he  could  wi(h  to  ex- 
*   :  ecute  his  deGgns :    he  fummone^l  an  afiembly  at  Warfaw  on 

the  fourteenth  of  January ^  to  which  the  Swedijh  commifTaries 
were  invited,  and  by  dint  of  addrefe  and  intrigue  procured  % 
.       ^      refolution,  figned  by  himfelf,  the  bi(bop  of  Fofnania^   nitss 
d^M^h    f»^**'"^'  ^^"^  ^^  caftellan  of  PhfliQ,  declaring  Jugujius  fallen 
theconfe"  ^^^^  *'^  "^^^^^  ^*^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^  crown  of  Poland^  for  having 
^^^^^^;^      violated  the  lib^Wes  of  the  people,  who  by  the  pa£la  cm- 
vsnta  were  thus  far  difcharged  ("rom  their  baths  of  obedience^ 
and  engagements  of  iidelity  and  allegiance.     A  decree  like- 
wife  paffed  to  feiEe  tipon  the  revenues  of  the  crown>  the  pri- 
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*  mate  proclaimed  an  inter-regnum,  and  the  king.  oiSwedaU  , 

fecommended  prince ,  James  SohiesJki  as  a  proper  fucceflbr  to 
the  depofed  ^/ii;^»/7«/.  Severe  and  unexpeiSkd  as  this  ftroke 
certainly  muft  have  heen^  the  unfortunate  monarch  was  not 
diicouraged  $  he  flill  hoped  that  fome  favourable  change  of 
circumftances,  the  tyrannical  fpirit  of  CharltSf  the  inconftancy 
of  the  PoieSy  his  own  perfeverance,  the  valour  of  the  ^axons^ 
and  the  real  intereft  of  the  maritfrne  powers;  to  check  the 
afptring^ views  of  his  enemies,  might  efFeft  a  change  in  his 
affairs.  .He  regarded  the  confederacy  as  a  fadiion  founded 
upon  caprice,  which  would  break  and  difiblve  with  the  firft 
rub  of  fortune ;  befides,  the  whole  aiTociation  were  too  in* 
confiderable  a  part  of  the  republic,  to  pais  decrees  which 
fhould  be  deemed  legal  and  decifive.  They  were  likewife 
divided  about  a  fuccefTor,  fome  fupporting  the  claim  of  James 
SobiesJti,  while  others  efpoufed  the  pretenfions  of* prince 
Lubomirski^  each  party  being  juft  fufSciently  powerful  to  em- 
barrafs  the  competitor,  without  gaining  the  point  it  pro- 
pofed  for  itfelf.  However,  efFcdtually  to  remove  the  candi- 
date who  bid  faireft  for  fuccefs,  Auguftus  fell  upon  means  to 
feize  on  prince  James  SobiesJti  in  Silefia^  whom  he  caufed  to 
l>e  conduced  prifoner  to  Saxony;  a  meafure  which  gave 
birth  to  loud  complaints  againn  his  juflice,  though  in  fa£b  it 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  an  a£^  of  neceffity  and  felf  defence, 
Cor^ftaniine^  the  fecond  fon  of  the  late  monarch,  ^was  like^^ 
wife  furrouhded  in  the  neighbourhood  oi  Brejlau^  and  "•con- 
fined in  the  citadel  of  Leipfuk  ;  while  Alexander^  the  youngcft^ 
and  ail  the  enemies  of  AuguJIusy  were  appealing  for  redre& 
t<k  the  emperor,  in  whofe  dominions  the  violence  was  com- 
mitted. It  required  no  very  extraordinary  abilities  to  apolo" 
gize  to  the  court  of  Vienna^  as  it  was  evident  that  both  princes 
had  been  propofed  as  candidates  for  the  crown  ;  befides,  the 
emperor  regarded  with  jealoufy  the  defigns  of  Charles ^  though 
the  circum (lances  in  which  he  then  flood  would  not  admit 
of  his  coming  to  expoftulatibns.  - 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  Poland  and  Augujiusy  when  the  pala-  m^  treaty 
tine  of  Culm  was  fcnt  ambafi'ador  to  the  czar  of  Mufcovy^  ^with  the 
<^arged  with  a  comm^tifion  to  enter  upon  the  flri<5left  amity  cxar, 
with  that  prince,  and  give  hiin  a  minute  account  of  the  fijtua-    A.  D, 
tion  of  the  republic.    The  palatine  conduced  the  negociation     1704., 
with  fo  much  addrefs,  that  a  treaty,  offenfive  and  defenfive, 
Was  figned ;  all  the  advantages  of  which  were  on  the  fide  of 
Poktndj  with  a  view  of  regaining  the  afFedkions  of  the  repub* 
lie.    It  was  agreed,  that  no  feparate  peace  fhould  be  con- 
cluded by  either  of  the  contradling  parties;  that  alj  conquefts 
p:)ad9  in  the  Ukraine  fnould  belong  to  Poland i  that  the  places 
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,  in  Livonia^  already  fubdued  by  the  Ruffian  arms,  together  with 
what  might  hereafter  be  conquered,  (hould  be  reftored  to  the 
republic,  without  any  reimburfement  of  the  czar's  expences ; 
that  this  prince  fhould  fupport;  at  his  own  charge,  twelve 
thoufand  men,  to  be  at  the  demotion  of  Poland  i  that  he  fliould 
pay  a  fubfidy  of  two  millions  of  florins  annually,  during  the 
war,  to  the  republic,  exclufive  of  his  private  fubfidies  to  Au' 
guftmi  and,  laftly,  that  when  the  enemy  were  driven  out  of 
the  territories  of  Poland^  the  war  (hould  then  be  carried,  widi 
the  utmoft  vigour,  into  the  Swedijh  dominions.  The  above 
articles  were  immediately  publifhed,  to  evince  the  good  inten- 
tions of  Auguftus  towards  the  republic,  the  difinterefted  con- 
du£l  of  the  czar,  and  the  happy  confequ^nces  of  an  ambaiTy 
which  had  been  ftrongly  oppofed  by  a  body  of  the  nobility  af^ 
fembled  at  Javarow ;  but,  by  a  fecret  agreement  between  the 
monarchs,  Auguftus  promifed  to  repay  the  czar's  expences, 
as  foon  as  he  thould  be  quietly  reinftated.  Befides,  Riga  and 
certain  other  places,  efTeptial  to  the  execution  of  t^ie  plans 
formed  by  the  fagacious  Peter,  were  to  be  the  price  of  his 
friendfhip  to  the  diftreffed  king  of  Poland.  The  cffeds  pro- 
duced by  the  publication  of  this  treaty  anfwered  the  moft  fan^ 
fie  returtis  &^^^^  hope,  and  determined  Auguftus  to  return  to  Poland.  He 
40  i  oland.  arrived  at  his  capital  in  the  month  of  February^  and  held  a 
council  of  the  Senators,  in  which  were  annulled  all  the  decrees 
of  the  afiemlbly  fummoned  by  the  primate  at  IVarfaw  the  pre* 
ceding  year;  and  a  declaration  was  publi(hed,  whereby  thd 
confede?ate8  were  made  traitors  to  their  king  and  country. 
This  fruitlefs  though  fpirited  ftep  was  fucceeded  by  a  remonr 
ftrance  to  the  diet  then  fitting  at  Ratisbon^  in  which  <he  con<^ 
federates  were  called  rebels,  and  the  primate  was  treated  with 
very  little  reverence  for  his  facred  fun£lion ;  but  it  produced 
nothing  in  the  king's  favour.  However,  this  difappointmeot 
was  ballanced  by  the  fortunate  accident  of  intercepting  feveial 
letters,  wrote  by  the  primate,  and  the  palatines  in  his  intereft, 
whereby  a  clear  difcovery  was  made  of  their  defjgns,  and  of 
the  dark  intrigues  and  abominable  duplicity  of  the  prelate, 
which  extremely  enraged  the  whole  fenate*. 

The  archbifhop  >¥as  not  to  be  difcomfited  with  accidents, 
which  he  regarded  as  trivial*    Though  it  was  apparent  that 
'  he  prefled  the  Swedijh  monarch  to  invade  Saxony^  he  was  fiur 

from  blufhing  at  the  length  to  which  he  pulhed  his  animofi^ 
againft  his  legitimate  fovereign ;  on  the  contrary,  he  claimed 
^  great  deal  of  merit  from  this  circumftance,  as  he  alledged  it 
was  the  moft  efficacious  and  fpeedy  method  of  determining  the 
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^vedes  to  quit  the  dominions  af  the  republic.    This  defence  H/j  affairs 
he  corroborated  with  a  dire&  accufation  of  >/»^i^«x,  whom  Yit/em  tore- 
taxed  with  feveral  grofe  violations  "of  the  liberties  of  P^/tf«^4  *w*vf. 
and  a  deiign  intirely  to  fubvert  the  conflitution)  by  rendering 
himfelf  abfolute,   and  the  crown  hereditary  in  his  family  ;  a  \ 

charge  not  entirely  void  of  foundation,  as  Aupijius  had  cer<* 
tainly  entertained  ambitious  fchemes,  though  he  had  never 
met  with  the  opportunity  of  putting  them  in  execution.  Little 
regard  indeed  was  paid  to  the  ailertions  of.  either  by  the  f(sw 
aioderaie  perfons  who  remained ;  as  they  were  thought  to  l^ 
prompted  by  fa£lion,  <li£late;d  by  prejudice,  and  urged  by  the 
(pirit  of  animofity  and  malignity  ;  yet  the  violent  proceedings 
of  the  confederates  gave  more  reputation  to  the  caufe  of  Au- 
gujius.  In. conjunSion  with  the  primate  they  fent  a  deputa- 
tion to  CharUsj  propofing  a  treaty :  to  which  that  prjnce  af* 
fented,  on  condition  that  nothing  fhould  be  ftipulated  in  fa- 
vour of  Augujiusy  and  that  a  new  king  {hould  immediately  be 
elededj  an  anfwer  which  exadly  correfpondcd  with  the  pri- 
mate's wifhes,  which  led  him  into  fuch  excefles  as  induced  a 
variety  of  members  to  quit  the  confederacy,  becaufe  they  per- 
ceived that  the  good  of  the  republic  was  not  regarded,  but 
only  the  gratification  of  the  primate's  ambition  and  refent* 
ment*  **  We  fee,  faid  they,  that  every  thing  here  is  deter- 
'^  mined  by  caprice^  and  to  ferve  meafures  very  oppofite  to 
*'  the  public  good ;  we  therefore  refolve  to  contique  no  longer 
**  the  blind  tools  of  faction,  and  the  vile  inftruments  of  cor-  .     / 

*•  ruption;  for  which  reafon  we  publicly  renounce  our  en - 
*t.  gagements  to  this  pernicious  confederacy."*    . 

It  was  imagined  that  this  feceffion  would  have  greatly  dif<- 
concerted  the  primate;  hovtrever,  he  went  on  with  his  de- 
iigns,  and  fummoned  the  diet  of  eledtion  to  meet  at  War/aw 
on  the  19th  day  of  yi/ff#enfuing.  To  the  primate's  writs  the 
king  oppofed  his  univirfalia^  requiring  a  diet  to  meet  on  the 
eighth  day  of  the  fame  month  \  anci  he  expeded  the  aiTembly 
would  be  numerous,  as  a  great  many  of  the  nobility  remained 
firm,  and  feveral  palatines  had  lately  deferted  the  confede- 
racy. Even  the  pope's  nuncio  came  to  refide  with  Augujius^ 
after  having  in  vain  exhorted  the  primate  and  bis  party  Qot  to 
promote. the  ambitious  views  of  an  heretic  prince,  againd 
their  religion,  king,  and  country.  Yet,  although  he  found 
bimfelf  furrounded  by  friends  in  his  own  capital,  the  approach 
of  gentxdl  RenfcheJd  gSLve  him  fo  much  difcjuiet,  that  he  was 
forced  to  quit  Cracow,  and  take  the  rout  of  Snndomiry  the  pa- 
latine of  which  province  had  always  been  his  ftrenuous  friend. 
Even  here  he  found  himfelf  in. danger  ;  he  was  purfued  by  the  He  is  pur- 
Swedifi  general,  and  his  force  being  unequal,  he  crofled  theV*^^^ '^<f 
.     \'  Z  4  r//?«&, Swedes. 
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Viftula^  and  marched  along  th6  banks  of  that  river,  as  low  ai 
Petrowinay  at  which  place  he  formed  a  bridge  of  boats.  Hert 
he  was  joined  by  fo  confiderable  a  body  of  Saxons^  that  he 
thought  himfelf  in  a^condition  to  face  the  Swedes^  who  were 
reported  not  to  exceed  three  thoufand,  thoogli  in  fa6l  they 
amounted  to  ten  thoufand  men,  and  were  in  f\iil  niarch  to 
give  battle  when  Augujlus  found  his  miftake,  and  took  mea- 
fures  to  extricate  himfelf  out  of  the  perplexity  into  which  he 
He  declim  was^led  by  falfe  intelligence.     Immediately  he  crofled  the 
coming  to    river,   and  cut  down  the  brid'ge  of  boats  ;  but  tlj^llfecipita- 
aaign.       tion  vjras  fo  great,  that  fome  hundreds  of  lives  peri(hed,  tho* 
not  a  blow  had  been  exchanged  with  the  enemy  until  the  rear 
.    %was  almoft  got  over,  when  the  Swedes  arrived  foon  enough  to 
take  one  of  the  king*^  pages  and  a  few  more  prifoners.     The 
^'.  jnext  day  was  fpent  in  cannonading  each  othcc  to  little  pur- 
pofe  acrofs  the  river;  and  Renfcheld2X  length  perceiving  that 
he  could'  not  force  his  paflage,  or  bring  Augujiu^  to  an  ac- 
tioH,  drew  off  towards  JVarfaw^  and  encamped  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  that  city,  with  a  view  of  influencing  the  diet  of 
eledion. 
Auffuilus       This    motion   furniflied    Augvfius  with   an  opportunity 
ret^ns  to  P^    returning     to     Sandomir,     where     he    had     appointed 
Sando-x     ^^^  diet.     From  this  meeting  he  entertained  great   hopes, 
mir,  and  which  were  heightened  by  the  profpedl  of  being  joined  by 
tfolds  a      feven  thoufand  Saxons^  whom  he  had  recalled  from  the  impcr 
diet.  rial  fervice,  and  ten  thoufand  more  he  gave  orders  fhouYd  be 

.levied;  hopes  vyhich  foon  proved  deliifive,  howfoever  well 
they  feemed  to  be  founded.  His  ill-fortune  prevailed,  and 
Auguftus  became  a  memorable  example  of  the  vanity  and  un* 
certainly  of  ail  fublqnary  enjoyments.  The  vigour  of  his  own 
^  genius  fometimes  raifed  him  above  bis  misfortunes  only  to 
plunge  him  the  deeper  in  defpair.  The  diet,^ which  had  novjr  ' 
met,  deliberated  on  the  means  of  reftoring  the  public  tranquil- 
lity ;  and  the  firft  fiep  was  to  enter  into  a  confederacy,  founded 
upon  the  refolutions  of  the  diet  of  Lublin*  It  was  next  de- 
creed, that  all  that  had  been  tranftfted  zifVarfaw,  relative  ro 
.^c^oi'xng  AuguJius^{\\o\i\A  be  declared  illegal  and  void  ;  that 
whatever  Piafto  or  native  (hould  be  eleSed,  (houM  be  declared 
an  ufurper  and  traitor;  that  the  primate  and  biihop  of  Pef- 
narAa  fhould  be  declared  authors  of  the  confpiracy  to  de- 
thro'ne  the  king,  and  traitors  to  their  country  ;  that  a  itionth 
pibuFd  be  allowed  to  the  crov/n-marfhal  and  other  paftifans  qf 
the  revolt,  to  renounce  the  confederacy,  return  to  their  duty, 
and  avoid  the  juft  punilhrnent  of  their  Crime  ;  that  the  mar- 
iflial  ot  the  diet  and  new  confederacy  formed  by  the  king 
jtould  be  guarantee  and  fpotifor  for  the  payment  of  the  crowq 
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army;  dial  the  garrifons  (hould  henceforward  receive  their  or- 
ders  firom  him,  and  not  from  the  crown  marflial ;  that  all 
treaties  with  forergn  poivers,  tending  to  make  a  diverfton 
againft  Sweden^  fhouid  be  approved,  provided  however  that 
they  flipulated  nothing  contrary  to  the  intercft  of  the  republic^  ' 
by  the  difmemberment  of  her  provinces ;  and  laftly,  it  was  re-* 
folved,  for  the  more  efFediuatly  carrying  thefe  fchemes  into 
e:tecution,  to  aflemble  the  pofpk>lite. 

Though  the  proceedings  at  Sandomir  gave  little  uneafi-  Accoum  of 
ncfs  to  the  confederates  at  Warfc^^  yet  the  dilTentions  acyiong  the  flat f  of 
the  members  had  aimoft  diflblved  the  aflbciation.     Loud  com-  affturs  at 
plaints  were  made  againft  the  condud  of  the  Swedes^  who,  Warfaw. 
under  the  name  of  guardians  of  the  liberties  of  Poland^  plun- 
dered her  children,  and  raifed  heavy  contribi/tions,  equally  on 
the  peafants,    gentry,   and  nobility ;   even  the  church-lands 
and  the  clergy  were  not  exempted  from  the  facrilegious  ra- 
vages of  thofip  barbarous  heretics  ;  but  the  primate  cxcufed 
the  king  of  Sweden^  by  alledging  that  his  army  muft  have  fub-  ^ 

iiflence,  and  in  the  prefent  unfettled  ftate  of  the  republic,  he 
was  purfuing  the  only  method  which  could  anfwer  that  pur- 
pofe ;  namely,  the  quartering  his  troops  on  the  lands  of  the 
enemies  of  Sweden  and  the  republic/   The  12th  day  of  July 
was  fixed  for  the  new  ele£tion  ;  and  every  previoufly  requifitc 
meafure  was  t^ken  by  the  diet  of  fVarfaw,  which  opened  on 
the  r4th  day  of  June^  with  all  the  ufual  formalities.     Fifteen 
palatines,  the  ecclefiaftical  and  fecular  (enators,    with  divers 
ftarbfts  and  caftellans,  were  prefent,  aad  a  marfhal  was  cho- 
feti  without  oppofition.     But  this  harmony  was  of  fhort  dura- 
tion ;  for  a  great  number  of  members  infifted  upon  the  execu-  * 
tion  of  the  king  of  Sweden's  promifes,  and  the  ceflation  of 
thofe  grievous  contributions  which  impoverifhed  the  country, 
before  the  diet  (hould  proceed  to  any  other  bufinefs.     Warm 
debates  enfued  5  and,  by  way  of  moderating  the  heats  of  the 
contending  parties,  it  was. thought  proper  to  adjourn  for  feve- 
ral  days ;    a  meafure  which  highly  delighted  the  primate,  as  ' 
he  hoped  it  would  pave  the  way  for  the  prolongation  of  his 
own  authority,  and  furnifli  him  with  more  time  to  look  out 
for  fuch  a  fucceflbr  to  the  crowo  as  fhouid  owe  his  whole  for- 
tune to  the  primate,  and  confeqUently  be  reftrained  by  f^ch 
obligations  as  would  confim  him  the  creature  of  that  ambitious           % 
prelate.     The  candidates  mentioned  on  this  occafion  were,  TJ^^  candid 
prince  Ragotzi  of  Tranjilvania  \  the  ele6lor  of  Bavaria  \  the  dates  for 
iukc  of  Mantua ;  Lubomir/ki^  grand  marflial  of  the  crown  j/^^  cww/;, 
Sapteha,  thejgreat  treafurer ;  Radzruii^  the  great  chancellor  of 
Jaithuaniai   And  count  LeczmsAiy    pTiUiinc  of  Po/nania,     AJl 
|hefe  candidates  were  difjigreeable  to  the  primate,  who  ftill  re-  '  . 
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tained  his  affi^dlion  for  the  prince  of  Contij  and.  Would  now 
again  have  nominated  him  for  a  competitor,  but  for  |>rivate 
coniiderations,  and  becaufe  he  thought  that  prince  would  not 
brook  dependence  on  a  fubjeS.  Prince  James  SobUskPs  im- 
prifonment  was  a  great  obftru3ion  to  his  claim,  as  it  was  feared 
that  h'fi  liberty  would  be  more  remote,  in  proportion  as  he  ap- 
proached the  crown.  The  Sv^edes  therefore  propofed  the 
younger  brother,  Alexander^  who  had  the  generofity  and  wif- 
dom  to  refufe  a  dignity  which  of  right  appertained  to  yames  or 
Conftantwe^  who  were  both  older.  He  declared  he  would 
never  profit  by  ^hexr  misfortunes,  and  wear  a  diadem  procured 
by  their  lofs  of  liberty  ;  a  faying  that  evinced  how  deferving 
he  was  of  the  honour  he  rejecSled.  C6<7r/^i  confulted  the  pri- 
mate on  thecharaders  of  the  Polijb  candidates,  and  found  that 
prelate  ftrongly  prejudiced  againft  them  all,  though  he  could 
only  obje£l  his  youth  to  the  palatine  of  Pofnania.  Accord- 
jigly  Charles  declared  in  favour  of  the  latter,  and  all  the  reft 
of  the  competitors  became  fenfible  that  their  oppofition  would 
be  fruitlefs.  For  this  reafon  Lubomir/ki- reMcd  beii^  prefent 
at.  the  eleiStion,  faying,  that  he  did  hot  chufe  to  affift  in  perfon 
at  the  funeral  of  his  country's  liberty.  Three  palatines,^  and 
•  feverat  other  nobility,  purfued  the  fame  meafure,  and  made  a 
fimilar  reply.  The  primate  himfelf  was  difguftcd  at  feeing 
Charles  dire£):  with  fo  high  a  hand  ;  he  refufed  attending  on 
the  1 2th,  and  defiredthat  the  eIe£iion  might  be  deferred  for 
two  days  ;  but  the  Swedijb  count  //(rr»  paid  no  regard  to  hii 
remonftrance,  and  went  accordingly  to  tht  fzopOy  declaring 
that  the  eled^ion  muft  be  concluded  that  day,  if  he  ftaid  till 
midnight.  He  prefled  the  biftiop  of  Pofnania  to  nominate  a 
king  \  and  the  bifhop,  who  expedied  the  requeft»  and  was 
wholly  in  the  Swedijh  intereft,  poured  forth  his  eloquence  in 
,  perfuading  the  ailembly  to  proceed  to  bufinefsj  without  regard 

to  the  abfent  refradory  members.  He  was  oppofed  by  the 
deputies  of  Podlachia^  who  continued  in  the  fa/spa  only  with 
intention  to  obllruft  the  eleftion  by  fpirited  protefts.  At  firft 
they  were  terrified  by  the  concourfe  of  &wedijb  officers  and 
foldiets  who  furrounded  count  jK?rw ;  but  they  ventured  to  rc- 
monftrate  upon  this  head,  and  complained  of  the  violation  of 
their  privileges,  by  the  undue  influence  exerted  over  their 
opinions  and  voices.  Horn  however  perfifled,  the  day  was 
aimoil  confumed  in  invitations  to  the  primate  and  abfent  mem- 
bers to  attend,  and  upon  their  refufal  the  marshal  of  the  diet 
obferved,  that  as  without  their  concurrence  it  would  be  im- 
poifible  to  come  to  any  valid  refolution,  the  ele£iioQ. ought  to 
be  deferred  till  the  time  prppofed  by  the  recufants. 
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It  was  the  bufineis  of  Siveden  imqAediately  to  detej^mine  the 
jOiatter ;  count  Hern  therefore  requefted  the  bifliop  to  proceecjl 
to  nomination  ;  upon  which  the  PocUachians  again  interpofed, 
and  one  of  their  number,  the  deputy  IcroTUihki^  whofe  name 
iDUght  to  be  tranfmitted  to  pofterity,  rofe  up  in  a  fury,  and 
made  a  fpeech  full  of  fire  and  fpirit^  to  the  eqiial  aftonifliment 

pf  the  Swedes  and  Poles', "  Are  we  affembled,^  faid  htBoU/feecb 

•*  boldly,  to  a<3  in  concert  for  the  rurn  of  Poland^  whok  0/ tJ!?e  ite^ 
**  glory  ^nd  fafety  depend  wholly  on  the  freedom  of  the  people/«(y  e^  ^ 
«'  and  the  liberty  of  the  conftitution  ?  Let  our  independence  ^°^*^^^** 
**  be  our  firft  care,  then  let  us  think  of  an  eleflion.  Shall 
^'  we  call  that  refolution  legitimate,  which  fprings  from  fear 
♦'  of  being  hewn  down  by  the  troops  of  armed  foreigners, 
*'  who  furround  us,  and  infult  the  dignity  of  the  republic  by' 
*'  their  prefence !  Let  our  laws  h6  treated  with  the  refpeft 
*'  due  to  them,  and  I  (h^ll  be  the  laft  to  oppofe  the  ele<Siion. 
♦'  As  I  am  under  no  engagements  but  thofe  dilated  by  con- 
**  fcience  and  the  love  of  my  country,  I  will  refufe  my  con- 
^*  fcnt  to  no  naeafure  which  proceeds  from  a  fincere  inclina- 
*'  tion  to  ferve  the  republic ;  but  even  this  muft  be  done 
•'  agreeable  to  the  conftitution,  and  witbotit  conftraint.  I 
<'  am  befides  well  difpofed  to  elevate  to  the  regal  dignity  a 
*'  noble  lord  now  prefent,  who  hears  me  fpeak,.  and  who  I 
•'  know  refpefls  me  on  account  of  the  regard  I  (hew  for  Po-; 
^'  hnd,  though  contrary  to  his  particular  intereft.  Let  hina 
**  afcend  the  throne  agreeable  to  the  eftabli(hed  laws,  and  he 
**  will  find  in  me  a  loyal,  faithful  fubjeft  ;  otherwife  I  pro- 
*'  fefs  myfelf  his  enemy.  Let  us  not  place  our  timidity  upon 
♦*  record,  and  tranfmit  to  our  pofterity  the  infamous  fubmif- 
•*  fion  we  pay  to  a  foreign  prince.  Let  us  dare  nobly  to  de- 
•*  clare  agaipft  all  violence;  let  us  not  weaken  the  authority 
y  of  the  primate  or  fenate,  left  our  government?  fhould  be*. 
••  come  cither  defpolical  or  monarchical.  If  we  dcftroy  the 
**  partitions  which  divide  the  feveral  departments  of  the  ftate, 
**  the  confequence  will  be  fatal,  and  we  fhail  become  the 
"  flaves  of  a.tyrant,  or  of  our  own  paflions.  Let  us  obferve 
♦'  .the  forms  prefcribed  to  this  affembly,  and  I  will  give  my 
•*  afTent  to  every  f^lutary  refolution.  They  are  raiftaken  who 
**  imagine  they  fhall  trample  upon  our  liberties  without  opr 
"  pofition;  while  they  perfift  in  this  opinion,  I  proteft,  as 
«c  deputy  of  Podlachia^  againft  all  that  (hall  be  tranfaded.*^ 
Jcrozabki  was  feconded  by  the  other  deputies  of  the  province, 
and  count  florn  was  confiderably  embarrafTed  with  fo  bold  and 
iinexpecSted  a  declaration.  He  ftormed,  he  threatened,  he 
ordered  the  troop$  to  reduce  the  Po/Uachians  to  reafon ;  but 
DPthing  coqld  ihake  their  conftancy,  which  rofc  with  oppoir 
^    ^  fttipn. 
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fitJon,     *^  Here,    faid  they,  Jet  us  facrifice  our  lives  to  the 

•*  freedom  of  our  country  ;  we  prefer  death  to  the  lofi  of  ft- 

'  •'  berty."     At  laft  the  bifliop  of  Pofnania^   perceiving  they 

could  not  be  gained  by  threats  or  promifes,  cried  out  with  a 

Staniflaus  loud  voice,  *'  Long  live  StaniJIaus  Lecztnski^  king  of  Poland 

tUSedking  '*  eleft."   The  nomination  was  ecchoed  by  the  Swedes  in  the 

^Folana.  train  of  count  Horn^  the  Swedtjh  foldiers  who  furi'ounded  the 

fzopa,  the  friends. of  the  palatine,  and  a  few  of  the  nobility; 

but  the  Podlachiam  entered  their  proteft  in  form,  -and  retired. 

Such  was  the  elcQion  of  Stanijhus^  raifed  by  the  influence  of 

a  foreign  power  to  the  throne,  without  fwearing  to  the  pa&a 

conventa^  or  paffing  through  any  of  the  forms  which  conftitute 

a  legitimate  eleftion  in  Poland,     He  faw  the  liberty   of  his 

country  defpifed  5    but  he  was  the  neceflary  tool  of  Sweden^ 

and  probably  lamented  the  fad  fituation  of  Poland^  though  he 

made  the  prefent  circumftances  fubfervient  to  his  ambrtton  ; 

^nd  it  may  fairly  be  alledged  in  his  vindication,  that  Charles 

of  Sweden^  and  not  StaniJIaus^  was  the  author  of  all  the  un- 

conftitutional  fteps  taken  in  this  extraotdinary  eleftion.     The 

Swede  regarded  the  republic  as  a  conqueff,  and  thought  he  had 

an  abfolute  right  to  difpofe  of  the  reward  of  his  own  valour; 

nor  is  it  furprizing,  that  a  prince  of  his  difpbfition,  born  under 

a  defpotic  government,  as  Sweden  certainly  was  at  that  time, 

fluflied  with  conqueft,  and  the  inveterate  enemy  of  AugufluSy 

fhould  pay  little  regard  to  tedious  forms,  which  only  retarded 

the  extenfion  of  his  conquef!s*.  '      ' 


S    E   C   T.      IX. 

Containing  the  Hiftory  of  Poland,  to  the  Reftoration  of  ^ 
Auguftys. 

STANISLAUS    L  £  C  Z  I  N  S  K  I. 

^TANISLAUS  was  no  fooner  raifed  to  the  throne  by  tht- 
^  voice  of  a  faflion,  than  the*  primate  and  his  pafty  Wert 
terrified  into  fubmiflion  by  the  dreadful  m'enaces  of  the  Swedifi 
monarch.  He  made  his  homage  accordingly,  and  congrata^ 
la,ted  him  with  a  good  grace,  on  the  fuccefs  of  a  meafuri^ 
which  he  had  oppofed  with  all  his  power;  not  frorti  any  rc- 
fpecl  to  the  conftitution  of  the  Polijh  government^  but  fi&n 

"'  Parthen.  lib.  v.  Volt.  Mem.  chap.  iv.  Fontain,  chap* 
yi.  Univ.  Hift.  vol.  xxxiii. 
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private  vie\^.  His  e;^,aq[iple  was  followed  by  the;  piarfhal  of 
the  confederacy,  and  the  intereft  of  the  yqung  king  daily 
g^in^d  flrength.  .  • 

Auguftm  was  all  this  while  at  Sandamir^  where  he  foon  rfi-  Augqftos 
<;eivcd  the  news  of  the  eledion.    .His   chagrin  aivl  ^^^'^-'reciU'vtttbt, 
pointment  were  very  great;  for,  though  he  was  fei^fiUe  ^ne-w$^ 
the  enmity  of  Sweden  ^nd  the  bitterneis  of  the  confede^a^tes^ 
he  relied  tipon  their  diflentions,  and  was  in  hopes  the  nuEnbjqr 
of  the  candidates  would  prove  an  infurmountable  ohftacle  tqi 
decifive  refolutions.    When  he  found  his  yxpeftations  difap* 
pointed)  he  affembled  in  the  city  Kamir  the  fame  fet  of  adhe* 
re^ts,  who  had  formerly  cqmpofed  the  6'\tt.  o(  Sandmir,  and 
formally  proceeded  K)  declare  king  Stanijla^u  and  all  bisj^rty^ 
traitors  to  their  king  andj^ountry  ;  ^n  impotent  refolution,<un^ 
fqpported  by  an  adequate  military  force.   By  this  time  he  had  Siiuatiom 
fufficient  caufe  to  repent  the  deference  which  he  paid  to  th^^Au- 
liberties  of  the  republic,  and  ^he  perpetual  dread  in  which  he  guftus. 
lived,  of  difobliging  the  few  Poles  who  continued  faithful  tq 
bis  fervice.     It  was  this  confideration  which  had  pr^v^nt^d.his 
ftrengthening  himfelf  with  the  forces  of  Mufiovy  ancj  .5f?r^W- 
A  treaty  had  been  formedwith  the  czar,  whereby  a  co^fiderat^le 
number  of  his  troops  were  to  have  entered  the  territories  qf         '       ' 
the  republic,   and  orders  had  been  difpatched  to  make  ne\y  . 
levies  in  Saxony ;  but  Augujius  neglefted  to  take  the  ^advantfg^ 
which  his  fituation  allowed,  and  even  requiri^jl,  ftjecajufetfea 
introduction  of  foreign  troops  was  difagreeable  tq  the  Pples^ 
This  complacency  for  a  people,  who,  notwithftanding  all  tbe    ' 
zeal  which  fopae  of  them  profefled  for  his  intereft,  were  un- 
able to  feeure  him  againft  the  violence  of  t\i^  S'wediJh[siH>'^ 
narcb,   was  now,    when  too  late,  condemned  as  ill  judged 
and  unfeafonable.     Still,  however,  a  great  part  of  the  natipa 
would  have  declared  in  his  favour,    but  for  the  Smedi/h  de« 
tachments,  which  overfpread  the  country,  and  kept  the  inha- 
bitants in  continual  awe  and  terror.     A  body  of  nobility,  who 
bad  taken  arms  for  his  fupport,  were  now  routed  and  difperfed  - 
by  the  Swedes-,  and  the  primate  with  his  friends,  who  had  op- 
pofed  the  election  of  S/^Kz/izw,  obeyed  the  nod  of  the  Stvedijh 
king,  and  paid  their  hpmage  to  the  new  fovereign.     Pruffia 
was, compelled  to  yield  to  the  laws  impofed  by  the  Scandifia-i 
vum  hero,   and. the  magiftrates  and  burghers  of  Daniz^ck^ 
who  h^d  been  ftrepuous  flicklers  for  Auguftus^  were  forced  to 
bow  the  neck,    and  fubmit  to  kifs   the  rod  of  tyranny  and 
power.     Count  SteinhoeKh'iA  for  fome  time  blocked  up  this 
city,  and  the  Dantzkkers  thought  themfelves  happy  in  being  re- 
lieved by  fuch  eafy  conceflions  from  the  terrors  pf  a  hoftile  army, 
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mi  the  revival  of  an  ancient  claim  made  by  the  houfe  of 
,      Gulder^iem, 
Hefeizis        In  the  midft  of  thefc  fources  of  defpondcncy,  Auguftus  hacl 
§if9u  Leo-  fortunately  made  'himfelf  mafterof  the  city  Leopold  by  a  well 
pold.        concerted  ftr«agen1,  by  virhich  means  he  was  reinforced  with 
the  Polijh  garfifon,  who  readily  embraced  his  caufe,  and  of  a 
large  train  of  artillery,  of  which  he  was  in  great  want  iince  the 
laft  defeat  of  the  Saxons,    There  he  remained  when  advice  ar- 
rived, that  a  body  of  flxteen  thoufand  Ruffians^  and  four  thou- 
£md  Cojfacksj  had  crofied  the  Bortjfbenis^  and  only  waited  foir 
onkrs  lo  comrnence  hoftiKties  againft  the  Swedis.     Beiides, 
the  &4ixm  levies  at  length  arrived^  by  which  AuguftUs  found 
himfelf  in  a  condition  to  make  detachments  t6  check  the  ra- 
vages of  the  enemy.    As  a  further  addition  to  his  apparent 
^ange  of  fortune,  prince  Tf^efnowiski  united  his  endeavours 
with  thofe  of  Oginski^  to  reduce  Luthuania  under  his  obedi- 
ence, and  was  oppofed   by  the  Swedijh  general  Lewenhaupt 
and  the  houfc  of  Sapieha^  with  a  great  viciffitude  of  vi£bories 
and  defeats.     Prince  IViefnowiski  had  under  him*  an  army 
amounting  to  twelve  thoufand  men,  compofed  of  Saxons  and 
Lithuanians' y  with  this  force  he  was  encamped  •n  the  banks 
of  the  Dwina^  where  he  was  vigoroufly  attacked  by  the  Swi- 
dijh  general,  at  the  head  of  feven  thoufand  men,  and,  after  an 
bbftinate  engagement,  completely  defeated,  with  the  loft  of 
two  thoufand  men  killed  in  the  field,  a  great  many  prifoners, 
twenty  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  forty  pair  of  colours  and  ftan- 
dards,  and  more  than  half  the  baggage  of  the  army  ;  howe- 
ver, fFie/wnviski  made  good  his  retreat,  and  fecured  the  fhat- 
tered  remains  of  hrs  forces  under  the  cannon  of  Riczen. 
J^everal         This  was  a  fcverc  blow  to  Auguftus^  juft  as  his  hope  be- 
hattUs       g^"  'o  revive ;  but  it  did  not  difcourage  friefnowiski  fronr  at- 
f ought  he-  tacking  a  detachment  of  five  thoufand  Lrthu/mians'' under  the 
iweenihe  conduA  of  Minsii.     The  onfet  was  furious,  the  Lithuanians 
Swedes     were  defeated,  and  one  party  faved  themfelves  by  flight  fn 
andSzx-   Courlandy   while  the  other  joined  Stanijlaus  \n  Ruffia.     His 
ons.  triumph  however  was  of  fhort  duration  ;  Minskiy  reinforced 

by  a  body  of  Swedes^  thirfted  for  revenge,  fell  upon  jyief- 
nowiski  unprepared,  and  forced  him  to  yield  up  the  laurels  he 
had  fo  lately  acquired.  This  advantage  on  the  fide  of  the 
Swedes  and  Stanijlaus  .vt^  foon  followed  by  another  more  con- 
fiderable,  obtained  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pofnania^  where 
Schulenberg,  with  feven  thoufand  Saxons^  attempted  to  fur- 
prize  three  thoufand  Swedes  under  general  Afeyerfeldt,  The 
Saxon  general  had  laid  his  plan  with  great  addrefs,  ^d  it  is 
probable  he  might  have  executed  it  to  his  entire  fatisfadion, 
bad  not  bis  defigns  been  betrayed  to  the  enemy  by  a  deferter. 

Ttis 
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^his  determined  Me^erfeldt  to  call  in  his  detachments,  and 
put  himfelF  in  a  pofture  of  defence.  The  adlion  began  about 
day-break)  Schulenberg  attacking  the  advanced  guard  in  perfon, 
and  imagining  by  the  Alence  that  reigned  in  the  camp^  that 
his  fthemes  remained  a  profound  fecret ;  but  what  was  his 
aflonifiiment  in  approaching,  to  find  the  enemy  not  only  drawn 
up  in  battle-array,  but  greatly  exceeding  the  number  that  had 
been  reprefented  !  It  was  now  too  late  to<  retreat,  and  he  de- 
termined to  reft  the  iiTue  on  the  valour  of  his  troops,  and  his 
own  condufl:.  He  poured  in  his  fire,  and  was  anfwer^d  by  the 
Swedes^  who  then  ru(hed  in  fword  in  hand»  and  put  his 
right  wing  in  diforder.  Jn  his  turn  he  defeated  the  enemy's 
right  and  center,  gaining  pofleffion  of  the  field  of  battlp,  while 
the  Swedijh  colonel,  Taube\  was  purfuing  i\\^ Saxons  right  wing 
into  a  great  foreft  where  they  had  taken  ihelter.  On  this  of- 
ficer's return  he  pined  Meyerfeldu  regained  the  field,  drove 
the  Saxons  beyond  the  Warta^  and  obtained  a  clear  viftory, 

.  tliough  it  is  ridiculoufly  difputed  by  fome  authors.  On  the 
fide  of  the  Saxons  perifhcd  a  great  number  of  officers  ;  and 
though  Schulemherg  loft  the  honour  of  the  vidlory,  he  gained 
the  reputation  of  confummate  prudence,  and  great  perfonal 
valour,  his  defeat  being  entirely  afcribed  to  the  mifcondu<Sl  of 
the  right  wing,  which  fufFered  itfelf  to  be  entirely  feparated 
froni  the  main  body,  without  attempting  a  rejunftion.  After 
all,  Augujlus  fufFered  lefs  by  thefe  defeats  than  by  the  lofs  of 
his  troops,  which  being  already  inferior  to  thofe  of  the  ene- 
my, could  riot  fo  well  fupport  any  diminution.  Yet  they  were 
of  the  utmoft  confequence  in  one  refpeft,  that  they  imprefTed 
his  people  with  an  idea  that  the  Swedes  were  invincible,  and 
the  genuine  offtpring  of  thofe  heroes,  who  had  fome  years  be-» 
fore  filled  all  £ar^^  with  aftonifliment  at  the  exploits  they 
performed  in  Germany.  ' 

.  ^  It  Was  the  earneft  wifli  of  Charles  to  come  to  a  decifive 
aftion,  which  he  fought  with  the  utmoft  diligence;  while 
Augujlus  as  induflrioufly  avoided  it,  until  he  had  procured 
luch  a  reinforcement  as  might  give  him  a  chance  for  fuccefs. 
With  this  view  he  divided  his  army  ipto  fmall  corps,  in  order, 
that  if  he  fliould  fuftain  defeats  they  might  not  prove  decifive 
and  fatal.  He  quitted  Sandomir^  with  a  defign  of  drawing 
nearer,  to  the  RuJJiak  auxiliaries,  who  were  advancing  under 
the  prince  Galliczin^  his  necefiitics  at  length  obliging  him  to 
furmount  his  feai?s  of  difobltging  the  Poles ^  by  having  recourfe 
to  foreigners.  Daring  his  refidence  at  Jorojlaw,  the  Swedes 
advanced  with  defign  to  attack  him  before  the  junftion  ;  but  Thekix^iff 

.he  avoided  this  blow  by  decamping,  and  placing  all  his  bag-  Sv^reden 
gage  in  Leopold^  to  which  city  however  thifc  king  of  Sw0deH  befiegss 

foon  liopold. 
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foon  laid  flege.  Augujius  not  dQubting  but  the  garrifon  wooid 
make  a  vigorous  refifiance,  embraced  the  opportunity  of  the 
king  of  Swedenjs  abfence,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  ca- 
valry,, and,  after  a  rapid  and  very  extraordinary  march,  at- 
tacked IVarfaWf  where  he  was  on  the  point  of  furprifing  his 
^  ny?\  Stanifiius^  and  inveterate  enemy  the, primate.      Having 

gained  pofleiTion  of  the  city,  he  immediately  invefied  the  cita- 
del, into  which  count  Horn  had  thrown  himfelf  with  a  body 
qi  Swedes,     His  garrifon  confiiled  of  fifteen  hundred  ni|jcn; 
but  Juguftus  made  his  approaches  with  fuch  vigour,  that  find- 
ing the  place  was  not  teqable,  Horn  fet  on  foot  a  capitulation, 
Augufhis  and  the  conditions  w^re  accepted  by  the  king  of  Poland,    It 
fakesWsLT'  was  agreed  that  the  Swedes  fhould  be  prifoners   of  war,  and 
Taw.  all  the  {^ipulations  regarded  the  deferters,  and  the  protedion 

Sept.  15.  o(  the  Swedijb  prifoners  from  the  infults  of  the  Polesj  Ruf- 
fumsy  and  Coffacks, 

JUGUSTUS  had  never  before  exhibited  any  remarkable  in- 
ilances  of  bis  military  (kill,  at  lead  fince  his  elevation  to  the 
throne  of  Poland ;  now  he  was  regarded  as  a  confummate  ge- 
neral, whofe  genius  was  depreiTedby  a  concurrence  of  unfortu- 
nate circumftances.  Yet  would  it  have  redounded  more  to  bis 
honour,  had  he  ufed  this  laft  advantage  with  greater  modera- 
tion. He  entered  JVarfaw  as  a  conqueror,  and  determined  to 
make  the  city  fufFer  for  the  compelled  homage  done  to  bis 
rival.  The  burghers  were  obliged  to  redeem  their  houfes  and 
cflFe(5ts  at  an  enormous  price,  tho'  in  fad  they  had  ihewn  no 
partiality  to  Stanijlaus\  and  the  grand  palaces  belofiging  to 
the  pnniate,  Lubomirskiy  and  feveral  of  the  confederated 
noblemen,  were  either  plundered  ordeftroyed^  The.  booty 
was  immenfe,  ahd  the  Hungarian  wines  alone,  contained  in 
the  archbiihop's  cellars,  was  valued  at  one  hundred  and  fifty 
ihoufand  crowns,  The  bifliop  of  Pofnania^  confined  to  his 
bed  with  ficknefs,  was  taken  prifoner,  fent  into  Saxony^  and 
his  hou(e  pillaged  ;  but  he  was  afterwards  fet  at  i^iberty  by  the 
interceiSon  of  the  pope's  nuncio,  who  infifted  that  the  holy 
fee  alone  could  take, cognizance  of  the  crimes  of  fo  dignified  a 
prelate.  - 

In  the  midft  of  this  triumph,  the  news  of  the  furrender  of 

Leopold  reached  JVarfaWy  and  threw  a  fudden  chill  on  the 

Leopold    fpirits  of  the  royal  party.     Charles  had  forced  the  city  fword 

furrenders  jn  hand,  put  great  part  pf  the  garrifon  to  death,  raifed  prodi- 

^^Jt^^T^  gious  contributions  on  the  inhabitants,  and  faved  the  place 

5/^weden.  ^^  ^  ^^-^^^  alnaoft  equivalent  to  its  whole  value.    This  ranfom 

was  levied  with  the  utmoft  rigour,  and  the  poor  inhabitants 

plundered  of  almofl  all  their  efFeds,  b^caufe  they  were  unabi^ 

to  pay  in  fpecie  the  fums  fiipulat^d.    The  boQty  carried  of 
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in  wrought  plate,  cloths^  filfcs,  and  other  rich  merchandize,  , 

was  iaimenfe ;  but  it  turned  out  of  little  account  to  the  con- 
querors, who  were  obliged  to  leave  great  quantities  behind, 
wheieveir  they  encamped,  for.  want  of  the  conveniency  of 
carriage.  A  report  which  prevailed,,  that  Charles  was  on  his 
teturn  to  Warfaw^  obliged  Auguftus^  to  quit  that  city,  and  en- 
camp at  fome  diftance,  not  chufing  to  be  inclofed  within  walls 
with  a  corps  which^  intirely  confifted  of  horfe  and  dragodns^ 
He  was  in  his  camp  at  Wifgrod^  when  advice  arrived  that  the  . 
czar  of  Mufiovy  had  at  length  reduced  Narva^  and  was  pre-* 
paring  to  reinforce  the  detachment  under  Galiizin^  which  oc* 
cafioned  great  toy  |  and  the  ^irits  of  the  royal  party  were  like- 

"wife  elevated  by  the  jundioa  of  the  5tfw»j,.  amounting  to 
fifteen  thoufand  men.  This  force,  united  with  the  Ruffians 
and  Cojfacks^  who  exceeded  thirty  thoufand  men,  gave  Juguf- 
tus  a  considerable  fuperiority  in  nuriibers,  but  not  in  flrength, 
of  which  it  appears  he  was  fcnfible.  The  vidtory  at  Narva 
fufficiently  evinced  how  little  confidence  he  ought  to  repofe 
on  the  Ruffian  auxiliaries  ailing  againift  the  Swedes*  The 
Poles  in  his  fervice  could  not  be  depended  on,  as  they  feemed 
to  flu£iuate  in  their  principles.  Even  the  Saxons  confifted ' 
chiefly  of  new  levies,  made  in  a  hurry,  and  without  feledion.  ' 

Scarce  any  of  the  new-raifed  troops  had  ever  handled  a  (word 
or  I  firelock;  and  many  of  them  were  too  old,  too  weak,  and 
in&mj^  to  fupport  the  fatigues  of  a  campaign.    Thefe  were 

-  the  reafons  which  induced  Auguftus  to  decline  a  battle  :  his 
courage,  however,  hath  been  called  in  queftion,  though,  in 
our  opinion,  very  unjufHy,  as  it  would  be  raflinefs  to  flahd 
the  ihock  of  the  fineft  veteran  army  in  Europe  with  fuch  forces 
as  we  have  defcribed.  It  was  this  confideration  which  deter-  . 
mined  Auguftus  to  crois  the  Naretv  on  the  approach  of  the 
Swedijh  monarch,  and  encamp  at  Pultmsk^  in  which  fituation 
he  was  cannonaded  by  the  enemy  from  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  river.  Then  he  marched  with  the  main  body  of  his  army 
to  Rava^  with  intention  to  cover  a  detachitient  fent  to  inveft 
Pofnania^  in  hopes  of  getting  pofl'eifion  of  the  family  and 
tfcafures  of  his  rival  Slanijkus ;  but  this  fcheme  was  fruftrated  . 
by  the  forefight  and  vigilance  of  the  eneit^y.  General  Brandty 
with  fix  thoufand  Saxons^  laid  (lege  to  the  place;  but  as 
Afeyerfeldt  and  two  thoufand  Swedes  had  reinforced  the  gar- 
rifon,  he  made  but  little  progrefs ;  and  indeed  formed  little 
more  than  a  blockade,  as  cannon  were  wanted  to  mount  the 
batteries. 

Disappointed  in  this  defign,  Augujlus  divided  his  army 

into  feveral  corps  ;  the  main  body  of  the  Saxo7is  being  led  by 

Schuknberg^  who  (haped  his  couffe  towards  Pofnania,  with 
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'  intention  to  join  the  detachment  under  general  Brandt.    He 

Battle  of   was  purfued  by  the  king  of  Sweden^  who  imagined,  if  be  couU 
Ponitz,      defeat  or  difperfe  the  Saxons^  that  all  the  other  corps  muft  ne- 
and  the      ceffarily  (hare  their  fortune;   and  followed  fo  clofc  by  the 
celebrated  cavalry,  that  every  new  day  produced  a  frefli  skirmifli.     He 
r<f/rf^/  of  jj^j  already  traverfed  three  palatinates  in  the  face  of  a  fuperior 
Schulen-   ^^emy^  and  was  now  arrived  at  Punitz  on  the  frontiers  of  5/- 
^^'        lefia^  where  he  refolved  to  halt,  and  refrefli  his  troops,  becaufe 
he  imagined  he  had  confiderably  gained  the  fiart  of  the  en^- 
my  *.     Here  he  was  attacked  by  the  Swedeij  led  by  Charks 
and  Stanijlaus ;  the  firft,  eager  to  gain  a  vidory  over  fo  re- 
nowned a  general  as  Schulenberg )  the  other,  ambitious  of  dif- 
playing  his  courage,  and  how  well  h^  merited  the  honour  of 
governing  a  warlike  people.    It  was  a  fair  trial  between  horfe 
and  foot,  the  Saxons  being  intirelycompofed  of  infantry,  while 
the  bulk  of  the  Swedes  confifted  of  cavalry ;  and  SchuUnberg 
was  the  firft  who  had  evinced  the  impoflibility  oQ  breaking  a 
rampart  of  fcrewed  bayonets,  judicioufly  difpofed.     We  have 
already  defcribed  the  order  of  this  battle :  it  is  fufficient  to 
obferve  in  this  place^  that  the  Swedes  made  five  furious  afr 
faults,  and  were  vigoroufly  repulfed  at  every  charge ;  notwith- 
^  (landing  which  they  made  two  more  efforts,  continuing  the 

a£lion,  until  night  furnifhed  the  Saxon  mi\i  an  opportunity  of 
drawing  ofF  in  good  order,  to  prevent  his  being  attacked 
next  morning  by  the  flrong  reinforcement  which  had  now 
joined  the  king  of  Sweden.  Though  he  had  received  five 
wounds  in  the  engagement,  he  continued  his  march  with  the 
utmoft  diligence  to  the  Oi^r;  and  was  a£iually.arrived  on  the 
banks  of  that  river  without  any  confiderable  lofs,  notwitb- 
Handing  the  5i(;^^(/Z>  army  hung  the  whole  way  on  his  rear, 
and  ufed  every  poflible  means  of  harraffing  his  march,  and 
bringing  him  to  an  engagement.  The  greateft  difficulty  ftill 
remained  ;  and  as  Schulenberg  had  neither  pontoons  nor  boats, 
Charles  made  fur.o  either  of  forcing  him  to  fight  at  a  difad- 
vantage,  or  to  furrender  at  difcretion  :  but  he  had  not  yet  fuf- 
ficiently  experienced  the  ability  of  the  Saxon,  who  ifTued  im- 
mediate orders  to  prepare  floats ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  gave 
employment  to  the  Swedes  by  parties^  which  he  had  difpofed 
•  in  the  furrounding  houfes,  mills,  palTes,  and  eminences.  In 
this  manner  he  crofTed  the  Oder  in  the  fpace  of  three  hours,  at 
the  expence  of  no  tnorc  than  fifty  men,  who,  after  a  defperate 
action,  fufFered  themfelves  to  be  taken  ^prifoners  for  the  fafety 
of  the  whole  army.  The  retreat  was  glorious  ;  Charles  fpokc 
of  it  with  admiration,  confefTed  the  fuperior  addrcfs  of  the 
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taxoHy  and  ever  after  took  delight  in  mentioning  the  tranf- 
adion  as  the  iineft  ftroke  of  military  skill  which  the  aniials 
'  of  war  afford. 

Notwithstanding  this  retreat  fpread  the  fameof  5<:Atf- 
ienburg^M  over  Europe^  it  produced  no  other  advantage  id     ^ 
Auguflm  than  merely  faving  a  part  of  his  troops  ;  and  it  evi- 
dently ihewed  his  inferiority,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  dif<- 
played  the  vaft  capacity  and  extenfive  genius  of  hi$  principal 
officer.     The  fate  of  other  parties  was  different,  only  becaufe  - 
they  were  not  under  the.dirc£liop  of  fuch  an  able  commander : 
colonel  Goli%^  with  a  flrong  detachment,    efcorted   twelve 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  fome  baggage  :  he  was  attacked  by  a 
Swedijh  corps,  and  after  an  obftinate  conflid):  intirejy  defeated^ 
with  the  lofs  of  the  whole  convoy.    However,  a  gleam  of 
fuccefs  ftill  enlivened  the  gloomy  fortune  of  Augujlus :  a  party 
of  his  troops  having  feized  the  palatine  of  Lencicia  in  the  Palatine  tf/ 
neighbourhood  of  Dmizick,  and  carried  him  prifoner  to  Mar  Lencicia 
rienburg^  which  was  deemed  a  confiderable  advantage^  z^ihzx  fitted  fy 
nobleman  was  one  of  the  moft  enterprifing^  inveterate^  and  royal fa^^ 
aflive  enemies  of  the  royal  intereft.     The  primate  likewife  O'* 
narrowly  efcaped  (haring  the  fame  fate,  by  taking  refuge  idi 
DanizUk^  which  produced  an  altercation  between  the  king 
and  that  city.    Juguftus  not  only  complained  of  the  proteftioa 
afforded  to  his  enemies,  but  infifled  that  the  magiftrates  (hould  \ 

oblige  the  primate  and  his  adherents  to  quit  the  city,  pay  him 
the  fum  of  money  they  had  paid  to  ^he  king  of  Sweden^ 
and  furrender  the  original  treaty  between  that  monarch  and  \ 

the  city  of  Dantzick ;  but  no  anfwer  was  made  to  this  demand, 
the  magiftrates  well  knowing  that  he  had  neither  power  to 
enforce  his  menaces,  nor  to  protect  them  againft  the  Swedes^, 
if  they-complied. 

A  STILL  greater  acquifidon  than  the  feizure  of  the  pala- 
tine of  Lencicia  immediately  fucceeded  the  arrival  of  Augup 
ins  at  Cracow ;  to  which  place  he  began  his  march  in  the  be- 
ginning of  November^  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry.  The  wife 
and  children  oi  Lubomirjki  \i2A  been  taken  prifoners,  in  that 
capital,  and  faved  from  deftru(£lion  by  the  king's  geherofity^ 
which  produced  fuch  an  effe£):  upon  LfUbomirJkii  that  he 
heartily  repented  the  oppofition  he  had  given  to  the  govern- 
ment of  fo  excellent  a  prince,  and  defired  nothing  fo  earnefl- 
]y  as  a  reconciliation  vvith  Juguftus^  which  was  happily  ef- 
feftcd  by  the  mediation  of  the  pope*3  nuncio*  He  threw;  hin>- 
felf  at  the  feet  of  his  fovereign,  and  was  gracioufly  received  ^ 
His  whole  apology  confifted  in  exclaimifig,  *'  Forgive  me, 
*'  Sire,  I  have  been  deluded."  He  immediately  ftrengthened 
the  royal  party  with  a  thoufand  mens  and  had  a  private au- 
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diencc  of  the  king,  in  which  were  eortCertcd  meafurcs  for 
fuftaining  the  efforts  of  the  eqcmy ;  and  in  confcquence  A- 
guftus  fet  out  for  Saxony  to  make  frefli  levies,  and  procure  fop- 
plies  of  money  for  the  cbntinuance  oP'the  war.    It  was  during 
his  rcfidence  in  his  hereditary  dominions  that  the  fruitlefi  ne- 
Negocia-     gociations  were  fet  on  foo^,  refpeSing  a  peace  with  the  king 
tiom.         of  Sweden^  and  the  liberties  of  the  princes  James  and  Conftan" 
'      fine  SobiejkL      Count  Straihmany  the  imperial  minifter,  la- 
boured diligently  to  procure  the  enlargement  of  the  princes ; 
and  count  Hom^  a  prifoner  on  his  parole,  had  made  feverai 
journeys  to  the  Sweiijh  camp,  and  back  again  to  Augujiui^ 
with  mutual  propofals  for  a  treaty ;  but  neither  point  cmdd  be 
eftablifhed.     The  princes  rcfufed  their  liberty  on  the  condi- 
tions, propofed  ;  and  Charles  didated  with  too  high  a  hand  to 
think  of  having  his  terms  accepted.    However,  the  fufpence 
in  which  Augt^us  was  Icept  by  the  diftant  profpeft  of  peace, 
was  the  reafon  why  he  deferred  ratifying  the  treaty  with  the 
czar, '  made  by  the  palatine  of  Cft/m,  which  he  knew  would 
be  an  unfeafonabl^  obftrudion  to  his  pacific  defigns..    Indeed^ 
bis  irrefolution  in  this  particular  refle3s  no  great  honour  either 
upon  his.fpirit  or  his  policy  i  as  he  fubmitted  to  real  indigni- 
ties, and  cutting  mortifications,   as  well   as  the  dan^r  of 
lofmg  a  faithful  powerful  ally,  merely  to  avoid  giving  cmence 
to  the  Swedijh  monarch,  and  a  few  timid  republicans,  who, 
under  pretence  of  preferving  the  quiet  and  tranquillity  of  the 
kingdom,  fufiered  it  to  become  little  better  than  a  conquered 
*  province  of  Sweden.    Auguftus  bad  mimfters  at  aU  the  courts 
of  Europe^  who  found  means  to  excite  a  compaffion»  that  how- 
ever'was  attended  with  no  other  confequence.    The  emperor, 
by  means  of  count  Zinzendorfy  had  made  fone  overture)  to 
Charles  \  but  they  proved  fruitlefs :  and  as  for  the  maritime 
powers,  they  were  too  jntent  upon  the  bufmefi  of  tkntSpamJb 
fMCceffion  to  pay  much  regard  to  a  difpute  betvipeen  two 
northern  kings,  which  only  afFe<5ted  them  indiredtly*    The 
The  pope     pontiff,  indeed,  flirred  up  by  Lagnafco^  that  able  negociator 
fides  ^th  and  faithful  minifter  oi  Auguftus^  had  iffued  briefs,  cxprefEng 
Auguftus.  with  what  horror  the  papacy  beheld  the  meafures  concerted 
by  the  rebel  Poles  with  an  heretic  prince  againft  their  lawful 
fovercign  5  but  the  prayers  and  denunciations  of  the  pontifi- 
cate were  equally  loft  amidft  the  din  of  arms;  and  the  fpirits 
of  all  men  were  too  violently  inflamed  to  feel  the  influence 
of  arguments,  enforced  only  by  the  cold  refpeft  entertained 
for  the  head  of  the  church.     The  primate  and  the  bi(bop  of 
PofnaniaviQxt  cited  to  appear  in  three  months  before  the  pon- 
tiiical  tribunal ;  and  the  latter,  who  was  in  cuftody  of  the 
nuncio,  was  ailually  fent  thither :  but  the  primate  ihut  him- 
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felf  up  in  the  Lutbiram  city  oi  Dantxick^  which  be  knew 
would  protect  him  againfi  the  violent  intentions  of  pope  CU-- 
ment  XI,  However,  he  refufed  to  anoint  Stanifiaus^  or  even 
to  aflift  at  his  coronation,  chufing  not  to  carry  his  oppofition 
too  far  againft  the  pontifical  decrees.  This  r^folution  he  took 
in  confequenceof  briefs  fent  to  the  papal  nuncio,  forbidding 
all  the  Poiijh  prelates,  under  the  canonical  penalties^  to  afSft 
at  the  coronation,  and  much  lefs  at  the  confecration  of  the' 
new  king.  One  of  thefe  was  afiixed  upon  the  primate's  gate 
in  the  night,  and  this  he  made  a  fuiEcient  excufe  /or  not  corg- 
plying  with  the  requeft  of  the  Swedijh  monarch,  who  was  by 
no  means  fatisfied  with  the  apology,  and  therefore  ordered  a 
number  of  troops  to  be  quartered  in  the  lands  belonging  to 
the  archbifhop  \ 

All  this  vihW^  Auguflus  remained  m  Saxony^  ^ftYitxe,  the  A.  D.  ^ 
preparations  for  continuing  the  war  proceeded  (lowly;  and  1705. 
poiTibly  with  defign  to  wait  the  event  of  the  czar  Peter's  hofti- 
litks  m  Livonia^  and  of  the  pope's  interceifion.  Certain  it  is, 
that  he  was  now  fincerely  difpofed  to  an  accommodation.  He 
had  fufficiently  experienced  the  power  of  the  Swedijh  monarch, 
and  the  afFei^ions  of  the  Poles y  to  know  how  little  able  he 
was  tojefift  the  former,  or  heartily  to  engage  the  latter  in  hi| 
intereft.  He  now,  indeed,  expe<3;ed  great  things  from  Lubo- 
mirjkiy  who  appeared  zealous  to  repair  his  former  errors ;  but 
the  ancient  animofity  which  fubfifted  between  him  and  fome 
others  of  thfe  friends  oi  AuguftuSy  had  almbft  been  attended 
-with  fatal  confequences  to  the  whole 'party.  The  council 
ufed  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  reconcile  them  ;  and;they,  at 
Jaft,  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  moderate  the  refentmcnt  which  * 

they  could  not  exiinguifh*  He  had  greater  reafon  to  enter- 
tain hopes  from  the  fpirited  zeal  of  Smielgijkiy  who  had  dif- 
perfed  the  petty  diet  of  SiraJia^  carried  off'  the  marechal,  and 
tore  away  the  univerfalia  oF  StantJhuSy  fixed  upon  the  gates  of 
Warfaw.  Had  the  power  of  this  nobleman  been  in  any  de- 
gree proportioned  to  his  zeal,  courage,  and  a<3ivity,  Augujlus 
^ould  have  found  in  him  a  moft  valuable  adherent  j  but  now 
his  violent  fpirit  ferved  only  to  inflame  and  irritate,  without 
mortally  injuring.  He  traverfed  the  country  at  the  head  of  a 
fmall  party  of  free  hooters,  beat  up  the  Swedijh  quarters,  kept 
up  a  perpetual  alarm,  ravaged  the  lands,  and  carried  off  the 
cattle  of  the  enemy. 

There  was  &   party  in   the   republic  th^t  profefled   itfelf^^fa/rt/ 
neutral,  and  refolved  not  to  declare  in  favour  either  oif  Au-  party Jiarts 
gujius  ox  StaniJJaus.     At  the  head  of  this  party  was  the  pala-  ^P* 

'  *  Pajr-THEn.  lib.  V.     Font.  cap.  vi.     Volt,  ubi  fupra. 
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tipe  ofPoto/kL    "  We  will  fubtnit,  fays  he,  to  the  dcclfion 
**  of  Providence,  and  obey  thJit  prince  whom  the  Almighty 
^'  (hall  think  fit  to  render  viftorious.     In  the  meantime,  it 
•'  is  neceflary  fpr  us  to  prevent  the  kingdom  from  becoming 
f*  a  prey  to  foreigners-.'*     The  moderation  of  thefe  fenti- 
ments,  and  the  fecurity  which  they  feemed  to  imply,  cnfiiared 
great  numbers.    The  party  increafed  daily,  fubmitted  to  a 
chief,  and  gradually  declined  iAto  principles  oppofite  to  thofe 
originally  profefled.     Finding  no  fafety  in  that  middle  courfe, 
-  from  which  fo  much'was  expeSed,  Potoskihtczmt  the partifari 
pf  Stanijlaus ;  and  the  fame  perfon  who  declared  againft  fo- 
reigners degenerated  into  the  tool  of  the  king  of  Sweden, 
The  primate  found  it  neceflkry  to  fall  in  with  the  views  of  a 
party  which  had  the  credit  of  being  deemed  moderate,  neu- 
tral, and  true  to  the  intereftbf  the  republic.     He  had  equally 
difobliged  Augujius^  Charles ,  Stanijlaus^  and  the  pontiff.    The 
Icing  of  Sweden  was  the  prince  whorti  he  dreaded,  and  it  wa$ 
neceflary  to  pave  the  way  to  an  accommodation  with  him, 
left  he  fliould  be  provoked  to  punifli  his  obftinacy.     With  this 
view  he  embraced   the  opinions  of  the  neutrals^    who  ftill 
maintained  the  reputation  of  patriotifm,  capitulated  under  the 
notion  of  promoting  t\ie  public  good,  and,  by  reducing  his 
Remands  to  matters  of  mere  ceremony,  eafily  made  his  peace 
with  Charles  and  Stanijlaus^  without  appearing  either  refrai^Or 
.  ry  to  the  pope,  or  the.  declared  enelmy  o{  Augujius,     This, 
indeed,  wa?  trimming  the  political  ballance  to  a  nicety;  but 
it  coil  the  primate  his  reputation.     Neither  party  regarded  or 
^               ^deemed  him,  farther  than  he  became  neceflary  to  their  owti 
defipns  ;  and  the  prelate  defpifed  their  opinion,  except  when 
it  afeded  his  intereft.     JH^ving  fecured  a  fuificient  proteflion 
againft  the  pontifical  refentment,  hq  granted  his  univerja^a  tq 
.  fummon  the  diet  of  coronation  for  the  eleventh  day  of  yuly^ 
but  at  the  fair^e  time  took  care  that  it  fhould  be  thought  ani 
ad  of  ricceflity  by  the  adherents  of  Augujiiis, 
7ke  ehSor      ?^  ^^is  train  flood  affairs  in  Paland^  when  a  variety  of  powers, 
^/^Bran-     ^nd  among  them  the  king  of  PruJJiOy  eledlor  of  Brandenburg^ 
denburg    offered  their  mediation  to  accommodate  the  differences  be- 
fropofes^lns^  tween  the  monarchs.      That  prince   vvas   appr^henfive  left 
mediaticn,  Stanijlaus^  p]a.ced  firmly  upon  the  throite  of  P«/fl«^,  might, 
with  the  afliftance  of  Sweden^   revive  the  pretenfions  of  the 
republic  to  Pr«^^,  which  he  had  lately  ere<ftcd  into  a  king- 
dom.     His  propofal  was   to  reftore  j^ugujius  to  the  PoRJh^ 
throne,  and  to  ciifraenribier  the  grand  dutchy  of  Lithuania  m 
fayour  o^ Stanijlaus -y  a  fcheme  which  he  hoped  would  be  agree- 
able to  Sweden,  as  it  fecured  the  tranquillity  of  her  frontier 
£n  the  fide  of  Livonia,    But  there  was  not  a-fingle  court  ia- 
•    •  terefted 
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lerefied  that  did  not  raife  objections  ;  and  the  ele<Stor  of  Saxo^ 
ay,  in  particular,  gave  in  a  counter-project,  M^\itxt\>y  Stantjlam 
tnight  be  fatisfied  at  the  expence  of  the  eledor  .of  Branden^ 
burg.  His  defign  was  to  ercft  the  two  Pruffias^  ducal  and 
royal,  into  a  kingdom  in  favour  of  this  prince,  who,  after 
tafting  the  pleafures  of  fovereignty,  ,could  not  be  fuppofed  to 
retire  with  contentment  to  a  private  ftation.  Jt  could  not  be 
expeded  that  the  king  oi  PruJJia  would  aiccede  to  this  propo- 
fal,  and  therefore  he  declined  the  mediation  he  had  lately  of* 

.  fered,  and  all  hopes  of  a  compromife  again  vanithed,  which 
gave  room  for  opening  the  petty  diets,  in  obedience  to  the 
primate's  ««/Wr/i//tf.  The:  palatine  of  Cr^r^u;  was  the  iirft 
that  aflembled ;  and  here  deputies  were  chofen  to  attend  the 
diet  of  eledlion  ftrongly  attached  to  Stantjkusy  ^nd  injunctions 
given  them  extremely  unfavourable  to  the  caufe  of  Auguftuu 
At  the  petty  diet  of  Sandomiry  the  few  of  this  mdn^rch's 
friends  who.  were  prefent  were  borne  down  by  oppofition,  and 
forced  to  yield  to  the  ftrong  adverfe  tide  of  faftion.  Refolu- 
tions,  ftmilar  to  thofe  formed  at  Cracow^  were  preparing,  when 
♦the  ^&xveSmielgtJki  prefented  himfelf  l)eforeO/>fl/ftw,  the  place  * 
.where  the  diet  aflembled,  at  the  head  of  two  thoufand  SaxoB 

»  cavalry,  an  equal  number  of  the  troops  of  the  confederacy^ 
and  a  thoufand  of  his  own  adherents.  He  feized  upon  the 
marechal  and  feveralof  the  principal  nobility,  whom  he  com- 
mitted to  prifon  ;  but  this,  inftead  of  difpiriting  the  party  of 
StaniJIausy  cooled  the  afFeftions  of  the  friends  of  Juguftuiy 
who' regarded  the  violent  proceedings  oiSmielgiski  as  a  breach 
of  the  conftitution,  and  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  every  in.- 
dividual  of  the  republic.  The  diet  of  Sandomir  met  a  fecond 
time,  while  Smielgiski  was  taking  meafures  to  prevent  the 
meeting  of  the  provincial  diet  of  JVarfaw^  and  entered  upon 
refolutions  more  detrimental  to  Augufim  than  thofe  originjilly 
propofed.  Even  the  palatine  oi  Culm  was  difgufted  with  the 
conduct  of  this  nobleman,  whofe  credit  he  probably  envied  :  he 
drew  ofF  from  his  attachment  to  AuguftuSy  and  fuddenly  for- 
feited all  the  reputation  which  he  had  acquired  by  his  loyalty 
and  faithful  fervices.  In  a  word,  every  thing  concurred  ta 
render  the  expected  diet  of  coronation  as  favourable  to  Siani^ 
fiaus  as  could  be  wifbed,  when  the  motions  of  the  Ruffian  ar- 
mies threatened  to  difconcert  all  the  meafures  of  the  Swedijk 
party,  and  to  drive  CharUs  with  hi^  whol^  army  out  of  thei 
territories  of  the  republic. 

The  dutchy'of'Cflwr/(»«^  was  at  this  time  invaded  by  an  Mz/W  ^ 
$rmy  of  twenty  thoufand  Ruffians^  under  the  condudt  of  Gze-  the  RuC- 
renuiof.     Mazeppa^   general  of  the  Cojfacksy  afterwards   the  fians, 
^^^  of  th^  king  of  Sweden,    was    bringing  up.  forty   thou- 
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iand  of  his  troops  $  and  th(e  czar  in  pcrfaki  was  preparing  to 
enter  Lithuania^   at  the  bead  of  a  very  niimemus  iurmy. 
United  with  the  SaxMs  and  Po^j  in  the  intemft  of  Auguftns^ 
thefe  forces  appeared' fufficient  to  craifli  the  Swedes,  were  vic- 
tory to  be  determined  by  numbens;  but  the  intrepidly  of  die 
latter  diiconc^ted  every  fcheme  laid  by  the  friends  of  the  de- 
pofed  monarch.    €%erimetdf*^  intention  was  to  intercept  a 
body  of  troops  under  gerwral  Lewe^baupu  reduce  GourUmi^ 
and  then  lay  iiege  to  Riga^  or  blockade  that  city,  juft  as  cir* . 
cumfiancesdireded.    The  plan  Was  wdl  laid ;  but  the  Swedef 
apprized  of  th<;  defign,  recalled  his  detachments,  marched 
with  the  utmoft  filence  and  rapidity  towards  Afittau^  to. which 
city  the  Ruffians  were  laying  fiegej  and  piopofed  attacking 
'         them  in  their  lines )  but  the  enemy  had  retired  to  their  camp 
ne  Ruf-  at  Nepten.  .  As  he  was  now  fiipported  only  by  his  cavalry,  and 
fians  di'   had  failed  in  the  attempt  to  ftirprize  the  enemy,  he  marched 
feated.       loGernavert-Holf  Xo  ]o\ti  his  infantry;  by  which  means  his 
whole  force  exceeded  eight  thoufand  veterans,  the  flowtr  of 
the  Sweelijh  army,  who  were  left  to  guard  the  frontiers  aga^nft 
the  incurfions  of  the  Ruffians  and  Coffatks.    Uttt  he  drew  up 
in  order  of  battle,  in  an  advantageous  fituation,  expefiing  he 
fliould  be  attacked,  in  which  he  was  not  diiappointed.     The 
Ruffian  general  advanced,  and,  ordering  his  cavalry  todtf-*!^ 
mount,  began  a  furious  attack,  fword  in  hand,  upon  the  \^^ 
wing,  which,  being  likewife  flanked  by  the  extcnfion  of  thir'; 
Ruffian  line,  was  put  in  fome  diforder.    Victory  was  on  the; 
♦  point  of  declaring  for  CztremeHf^  when  the  courage  and  wcU- 

difciplined  valour  of  the  Swedijh  forces  tore  it  from  him,  fixed 
fortune  on  their  own  ficje,  broke  in  upon.the  Ruffian  fifft  and 
fecond  lines  with  a^ftonin^ing  fury,  made  terrible  (laughter, 
gave  the  left  wing  leifure  to  rally,  then  formed  into  one  body, 
and  prefcnted  a  folid  irn  penetrable  front  to  the  Ruffian  caval- 
ry, that  had  orders  to  attack  in  the  rear.  This  was  one  of  the 
fined  manoeuvres  ever  performed  in  the  heat  of  battle :  it 
raifed  the  reputation  of  Lewenhaupty  and  obliged  all  men  to 
acknowledge,  that  the  ability  of  the  general,  rather  than  the 
fuperior  valour  of  the  Stvedes,  occafioned  the  defeat  of  the 
Ruffians^  who  fought  with  unparalleled  fury,  and  obftinately 
perfifted  in  perifcing,  'after  all  hope  of  viSory  had  been  loft. 
Befides  the  fine  difpofition  of  the  Stvides^  the  wounds  received 
by  both  the  Ruffian  gencralf,  C%eremeUf  and  Baver,  contti-^ 
buted  greatly  to  the  defeat :,  they  were  carried  ofF  the  field,  and 
no  other  officer  in  the  army  was  capable  of  difcharging  the 
whole  duty  of  commander.  After*  all,  the  vidory  was 
bloody :  it  cod  the  Swedes  the  lives  of  a  multitude  of  brave 
officers  and  foldiers^  and,  inftead  of  remaining  in  the  field, 


.^ 


The  Hifi^ «/  Polaiid.  ,     361 

heomdnuifi  was  foited  to  retire  under  the  caniibn  of  Riga, 
Upon  the  wliole,  this  was  the  moft  obftinate  action  ever 
fought  between  tix9  Swedes  and  Ruffians :  it  continued  for  the 
wfaole  day,  and,  byjts  tffisds,  fully  evinced,  that  the  lattet 
vramCed  nothing  but  experience  to  become  foldiers. 

This  gave  a  check  to  the  Ruffians,  and  diffipatied  thofe 
fears  which  bad  prevented  the  meeting  of  the  diet.  A  few 
members,  indeed,  obey»i  the  univerfalia ;  but  tjhe  bulk  pleaded 
tbdr  appreheniion  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Ruffians 
and  Saxons.  The  fbrmer  were  now  incapable  of  advancing  ; 
and  it  remained  only  to  guard  againft  the  parties  under  Schu- 
kfdurgy  fyie/mwiskii  and  the  a£live  Smielgiski:  for  which 
ptirpofe  two  thcufand  Swedes  were  ailembled  in  the  neighbour-* 
hood  of  Warfaw ;  a  force  too  flender  to  oppofe  the  troops  now 
colle^d  by  liit  Saxon  general,  whofe  army  exceeded  nine 
thoufand  men.  The  Swedes  difputed  the  paflage  of  the  Vif* 
tuU  near  Zacrotzin  ;  but  were  too  weak  to  make  any  efFedual 
refiftance:  they  were  driven  before  the  Saxons^  and  Schulen- 
burg  advanced  within  half  a  league  of  Watfaw^  where  he 
badted.  On  the  thirty-firft  of  ^ai^  he  advanted  in,  order  of 
battle  towards  the  ctty,^  and  was  attacked  a  fecond  time  by" 
ihe  Swedes f  who,  upon  receiving  a  flender  reinforcement,  de-^ 
termtnS  to  periih,  or  fave  JVarfaw^  and  open  a  way  to  the 
fitting  of  the  diet.  Their  chief  ftrength  was  direfled  againft 
the  PoHJh  wing,  which  gave  way,  and  drew  along  with  it  the 
centre,  compofed  of  Saxons.  Scbulenburg  exerted  his  utmoft 
ability  in  rallying  his  troops ;  but  a  panic  had  fpread  over  the 
whole  army,  the.  rout  became  general,  and  this  officer,  who, 
with  a  handful  of  men,  had  foiled  the  utmoft  efforts  of  the 
king  of  Sweden^  backed  by  an  army  flufhed  with  victory,  was 
now,  defeated  by  an  inconfiderablc  corps  of  Swedes ^  com* 
mandtd  by  an  officer  of  no  diftinftion  *• 

The  difperfion  of  Schubnburg's  army  removed  all  the  fears  TheSsLx- 
of  the  deputies  of  the  diet,  who  now  came  in  crowds  to  War-  ons  are 
/aw.     By  the'fixth  day  of  Auguji  the  diet  proceeded  to  bufi-  differftd. 
nefs,  and  Charles  and  Stanijkui  both  attended  in  perfon.     The 
marechal  ordered  the  ^  of  xronfederacy  to  be  read,  which  had 
been  prepared  in  the  private  conferences ;  and  it  was'  figned 
and  confirmed  by  all  the  deputies,  to  the  following  purpofe : 
'*«  That  king  Atiguftus  fhould   be  declared  fallen  from  his 
*'  regal  eftate  and  dignity,  for  having  repeatedly  violated  the 
"  laws  and  conftitution  of  thePoli/h  government;   that  the 
*^  confederacy  of  Sdndomir  (hould  be  declared  illegal,  and  all 

*  Vide  Uaiv.  Hift.  ubi  fupra.     Parthen.  lib.  v.     Font. 
cap.  vi. 
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^^  the  a£h  formed  in  that  aflembly,  with  their  cotiiequences, 
^<  void  and  of  no  e(Fe6t ;  that  all  the  fubjeds  of  the  republic 
♦*  ftould  be  difcharged  from  ^heir  fefalty  to  Auguftusy  and  ab- 
"  folved  the  oaths  of  allegiance  taken  to  his  perfon ;  and, 
**  laftly,  that  the  eleftion  oi  Stanijlaus  fhould  be  confirmed, 
''  and  the  ufual  oaths  made  to  him  of  allegiance,  fidelity, 
**  and  zeal."  The  next  objeft  was  the  difcuffipn  of  a 
treaty  fet  on  foot  with  Sweden^  in  which  no  progrefs  was 
madC)  becaufe  it  was  objected,  that  a  full  and  complete  diet 
was  n^ceflary  to  reprefent  the  body  of  the  republic ;  though 
this  very  bbjedlion  implied  the  illegality  of  all  the  other  pro- 
eeedings  of  the  affembly.  In  efFc6?,  the  diet  broke  up  with- 
out finifliing  the  bufinefs  propofed ;  and  the  thirtieth  of&/- 
tember  was  appointed  for  another  meeting  of  the  nuncios^^  to 
prepare  the  ceremony  of  the  king's  coronation;  As  the  pri- 
mate was  confined  by  ficknefs  to  his  bed,  the  archbilhop  of 
'  Leopold  fupplied  his  abfence,  and  opened  the  diet  with  afpeech, 
in  which  he  thanked  the  members  for  the  zeal  they  exprefled 
for  the  liberties  of  the  conftitution.  Next  was  renewed  the 
negociation  with  Sweden  ;  and  a  iketch  of  a  treaty  being  read, 
the  aflembly  proceeded  to  draw  up  the  articles  of  the  paSia 
coiruentay  to  be  propofed  to  Stdnijlaus  the  evening  preceding 
h\s  coronation.  As  nothing  unreafonable  was  found  in  thii 
convention,  the  terms  were  accepted,  and  fworn  to  with  the 
Staniflaus  ufual  formality;  and  on  the  third  dzy of  O^iber  the  ceremony 
u cro-wned. of  coronation  was  performed  with  great  folemnity.  It  is  true 
that  fome  of  the  cuftomary  forms  were  difpenfed  with  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  diet ;  but  this  omiiBon  was  juftified  by  the 
neceffity  of  affairs.  For  inftance,  the  primate  ought,  by  the 
laws  of  the  land,  to  have  confecrated  the  king ;  but  he  was 
confined  with  an  ailment  that  terminated  with  his  death  a  few 
k  days  after,  and  the  archbifhop  of  Leopold  was  vefted  with  all 

his  authority;  though  fome  writers  are  of  opinion,  that  be 
aflumed  this  power  without  liberty  from  the  primate,  who^ 
upon  the  whole,  was  averfe  to  the  confecration.  In  this  cafe 
it  would  be  difficult  to  determine  how  far  the  coronation  of 
Stantjlaus-wii^  legitimate.  The  laws  require  that  this  cere- 
mony (hould  be  performed  by  the  primate :  the  cle<Sted  king 
has  no  power  to  beftow  dignities  before  ^  his  coronation :  it 
therefore  follows,  that  neither  he  nor  the  republic  could  vcft 
the  archbifliop  of  Leopold  with  this  authority  5  and  indeed  this 
appears  to  be  a  defcd  in  the  i?^//*/^  conftitutiop,  productive  of 
many  inconveniences.  For,  0iould  the  primate  die  during 
the  inter-jegnum,  or  before  the  coronation,  there  feems  to  be 
X\o  mean5  of  legally  eilabliOwng  the  eleftioiv;  but  this  is  a 
Roii^t  wl\icb  we  fl^^ll  Icav^  tQ  be  difcuffed  by  political  cafuift*. 
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With  refpeS  to  the  difpofal  of  the  archbiihopric,  and  the  pri-t 
marical  dignity,  both  Augujlus  and  Staniflaus  claimed  this 
power,  as  well  as  the  regal  dignity,  each  conferring  them 
upon  their  own  particular  favourites.  As  to  Augujlus^  he  be- 
Aowed  the;/ dignity  of  primate,  and  the  annexed  archdiocefe  of 
Gnefna^  upon  the  bi(hop.of  Ci^/^im,  conferring  the  vacant  fee 
of  that  prelate  on  the  referendary  of  Lithuania, 

This  prince  arrived  at  Grodno  from  5<?Arc»y  in  the  month  of 
November^  and  was  received  by  feveral  fenatots  and  noblemen 
of  the  firft  diftin<£iion ;  in  favour  of  whom  he  conftituted  a 
new  Order,  called  the  White  Eagle^  the  inftallation  being  per^ 
formed  with  all  the  magnificence  that  circumftances  would 
admit.  From  hence  he  went  to  meet  the  czar,  with  whom 
he  had  an  interview ;  at  which  all  former  treaties  were  re- 
newed, and  reciprocal  marks  of  efteem  and  .friendfbip  were 
exchanged.  Peter  had  juft  conquered  the  dutchy  of  Courland\ 
the  citadel,  gar rifoned  by  a  body  of  Swedes^  having  capitu- 
lated, after  fuftaining  an  afTault  for  feveral  days.  He  had 
projeded  a  fcheme  for  invefting  Riga ;  but  the  (ituation  of 
Poland  obliged  hi'm.to  alter  his  intention,  and  give  orders  for 
the  Ruffian  army  to  file  off  to  the  frontiers  of  Lithuania. 
Mazeppa  had  diredions  to  follow  with  forty  thouiand  Cojfacks^ 
with  whom  Charles  and  Stanijkus  were  fuppofed  at  that  time 
to  be  in  a  fecret  treaty.  As  to  the  Poles  in  the  fervice  of  Au^ 
guflus^  they  were  divided  into  a  number  of  different  parties, 
each  of  which  purflied  a  particular  obje£t.  Smielgijki  with 
fiis  forces  laid  fiege  to  Marienhurg^  and  ftormed  the  place  oa. 
the  firft  day  of  O^ober^  putting  the  whole  Swedijh  garrifon  to 
the  fword,  and  plundering  the  city.  This  advantage  was  bal- 
laneed  by  an  equivalent  piece  of  good  fortune  on  the  fide  of 
the  enemy  :  the  palatme  o(K!ow^  having  fallen  upon  the  dio^ 
cefe  oi  JVarmia^  defeated  a  body  of  Saxons^  and  took  four 
hundred  prifoners,  moft  of  whom  enlifted  under  the  banners 
of  Stanijiausy  to  avoid  the  rigour  of 'imprifonmcnt.  Divers 
other  fkirmifhes  pafTed  ;  but  the  only  exploit  worth  recording 
was  performed  by  Mazeppa,  who,  at  the  head  of  his  Cojfach^ 
forced  the  <Sz^^^/^  garriibn  inZamofef  and  then  fecured  tl^e 
place  by  a  ftrong  body  of  Ruffians. 

In  the  mean  while,  Augujlus  fumnfioned  a  great  council  to  QouncUat 
meet  at  Grodno  in  the  month  of  November,  It  was  compofed  Qfg4noi 
of  bifhops,  palatines,  feveral  nobility  of  diilindlion,  and  divers 
great  officers  of  the  crown.  It  was  opened  by  the  vice-chan- 
tellor,  who  fubmttted  a  variety  of  points,  refpedling  the  i^ate 
of  affairs,  to  the  deliberation  of  the  aflembly;  recapitulated 
the  principal  occurrences  of  the  reign  of  Augujlus  ;  and  con  • 
^uded  with  'a  warm,  panegyric  on  the  policy,  courage,  pa- 
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tnotifm,  and  other  virtues  of  that  monarch.    The  dieads  fi^ 
ibbiifting  and  reinforcing  the  anny'were  particularly  pro* 
pofed ;  after  which  the  marechal  (^  the  confederacy  repie- 
iented,  that  as  the  treaties  with  the  czar  were  of  the  laft  im- 
portance, it  was  neceflary  the  palatine  of  Culmy  who  was  the 
chief  agent,  ihould  lay  his  negociation  before  the  council. 
We  have  already  obferved,  that  this  nobleman  expreiTed  hii 
diftafte  of  the  meafures  purfued  by  the  party  of  Augujius^  par- 
ticularly the  violences  committed  by  Smelgijki ;  and  he  no^ 
gave  further  indications  of  this  difpofition,  by  refufitig  to  con* 
?ent  to  the  marechaPs  propofal,  inftfling,  that  a  general  diet 
alone  pofiefled  the  right  of  demanding  the  report  required. 
However,  he  condefcended  to  lay  before  the  council  fome  of 
the  n^oft  material  articles  of  the  treaty ;  fuch  as  the  c^at'^s 
confent  to  reftore  the  Ukraine  to  the  republic  ;  to  aiBft  him 
with  troops  and  money  during  the  continuance  of  the  war^ 
to  grant  toleration  of  confcience  to  the  Roman  Catholics  ^ 
perfed  in  the  feveral  provinces  of  the  Ruffian  empire  $  and  td 
~  furrender  all  the  conquefts  of  the  next  campaign  t6  the  k^ 
public^  provided  that  a  Ruffian  commandant  Ihould  be  allowed 
to  refide  in  all  the  places  fubdued  by  the  combined  arim. 
Upon  this  the  Ruffian  commiiTaries  were  admitted  to  clear  yp 
fome  neceilary  preliminaries  to  the  ratification.    The  council 
demanded  the  immediate  reflitution  of  the  Ukraine^  the  con- 
quefts in  Livonia^  and  fecurity  for  the  payment  of  the  crown- 
army  :  to  which  the  deputies  replied,  that  the  cear  coofented 
to  the  firft  without  reftridion,  and  would  admit  PM/h  ^oop 
•into  the  Livonian  conquefts ;  but  that  he  had  given  no  in* 
ftru£lions  upon  the  third  head,  therefore  the  means  of  pay- 
ing the.crown-forces  muft  be  fubmitted  to  his  pleafure.    Here 
this  matter  refted,  the  commiflioners  declaring  their  inability 
to  proceed,  without  an  extenfion  of  their  inftrudions.     Upon 
this  obfervation  the  council  proceeded  to  other  buiinds,  coil- 
tinuing  to  z&  as  the  body  reprefentative  of  the  republic.   The 
motion  .was  made  to  draw  up  an  inftrument,  ratifying  all  the 
a£b  paiTed  during  the  kin^^s  abfence  by  the  confederacy^  abro- 
gating all  treaties,  public  a3s,  and  tranfadions  of.  the  op- 
pofite  faction,  and  fpecifyins  the  penalties  incurred  by  adhering 
to  the  laws  made  by  the^ufurpet  and  his  contumacious  ad- 
herents.    The  inftrument  contained  eleven  articles,  one  of 
which  related  to  the  payment  of  the  army,  and  the  adminif- 
tration  of  the  treafury ;  another  fettled  the  public  taxes  and 
impofts ;  a  third  regulated  coinage,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
facilitate  commerce,    and   prove  fubfervient  to   the  conve- 
niency  of  the  poor;  and,  indeed,  themethods  propofed  on  this 
head  were  prudent,  politic,  and  public-fpirited^  had  the  fitK?- 
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tioii  of  the  republic  admitted  of  th^  being  enforced,  A  va- 
riety of  otfaer  particulars,  tending  to  promote  the  inter^ft  and 
eftsddiih  the  tranquillity  of  Poland^  were  fpecified  in  this  de- 
cree ;  after  which  the  afiembly  broke,  up  about  the  middle  of 
Decimk§r> 

VfHihZ  At^tffius  held  the  council  at  Grodno^  the  oppofite  Council  at 
fa£tioa,  aifemUed  at  Warfaw^  and  were  taking  meafures  dia-  Warfaw. 
metrically  oppofite.    The  treaty  with  Sweden  was  the  main 
ol:^ed; :  the  council  bad  delivered  feveral  sketches  of  the  prin- 
cipal articles ;  but  the  Swedijh  commii&oners  always  found 
fomething  to  add,  or  to  amend.    At  laft^  it  was  figned  at 
BUaia^  containing,  in  fubftance,  a  confirmtation  of  the  treaty  tf^gafy 
of.O/iti^,  except  in  fome  pankul^s  fpecified  in  the  treaty ;  a  ^ithSwt* 
.  ^Beral  amnefty  to  thofe.who  accepted  of  the  gracious  pardon  den. 
O^od  by  the  king  and  republic,  in  three  mionths ;  an  agree* 
oient  that  no  truce,  armiftice,  or  peace,   (hould  take  place 
With  Auguftus^  except  by  jomt  confent,  and  on  condition  of 
|us  lenoundngthe  crown  of  ^oland^  and  indemnifying  Sweden 
and  the  republic  in  the  expences  of  the  war ;  that  all  declara* 
tions,  ftatutes,  ads,  and  decrees,  pafled  by  Auguftus  and  his  ad-* 
herents,  Ihouid  be  void  and  of  i^o  eiFe£l ;  that  no  king  of  Poland 
ibouid  henceforward  contra^  engagements  either  with  foreign 
princes  in  his  own  perfon,  or  in  behalf  of  the  ftate,  without 
the  participation  and  concurrence  of  the  republic.    All  al- 
liances contraded  by  the  republic,  prejudicial  to  Sweden^  were 
declared  void  :  both  ftates  agreed  in  continuing  the  war  againft 
die  czar  of  Mufcovyy  until  full  reftitution  was  made  of  his 
Gonquefts  in  each,  and  ample  reparation  of  the  injuries  fuf* 
tained  hf  both  kingdoms.    No  peace,  convention,  or  agree- 
ment with  that  prince  ihouid  be  binding,  that  had  not  the 
confent  of  both  nations :  the  king  of  Sweden  ftipulated  to  keep 
in  arms,  until  he  had  fully  re-eftabli(hed  the  tranquillity  of 
the  republic.     The  conquefis  made  by  his  arms  were  to  be  ' 

reftored  to  Poland^  upon  reimburfement  of  his  expences.  The 
Swedes  were  permitted  to  keep  garrifons  in  all  fucb  places  a9 
Aey  now  or  (hould  hereafter  conquer,  during  the  courfe,.  of 
the  war :  they  ihouid  likewife  be  at  liberty  to  recruit  their 
forces  in  the  provinces  belonging  to  the  republic;  all  the  ports 
of  the  republic  were  to  be  open  to  the  Swedijh  (hipping ;  the 
ftmily  of  Sapieha  was  to  be  reftored  to  all  its  dignities :  in  a 
word,  the  whole  tenor  of  the  treaty  tended  to  promote  the 
intereft  of  Sweden,^  in  confideration  of  the  aiS(taiice  furniihed 
by  that  kingdom  to  oppofe  Augujlu$»  Nothing  could  be  mofe 
'diflfonant  than  the  fpirit  of  the  decrees  pafTed  at  the  two  coun- 
cils, and  of  the  treaties  formed  with  the  csar  of  il/i^^z^^  by 
Ibe  afiembly  at  Grodm^  and  wich  Cbarki  XIL  by  that  at  War- 

faw. 
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frnJO.  The  friends  of  Augujlus  were  fenfibte  of  this  fttiking 
dtlFerence,  and  they  invidioufly  took  all  opportunities  of 
making  the  comparifon.  Stanijkus  had  the  odium  thrown 
upon  him,  than  which  nothing  could  be  more  unjuft :  they 
were  laws  eftablifhed  by  a  vidiorious  prince,  in  a  country 
which  he  held  as  a  conqueft,  and  governed  as  a  province. 
Charles  diSated  to  the  affembly  at  Warfawi  and  the  king  of 
■Poland  as  well  as  the  nobility  gave  their  affent,  merely  becaufc 
they  wanted  the  power  to  maintain  an  oppofition.  His  Swe- 
dijh  majefty  was  the  whole  fupport  of  the  faction ;  and  to  have 
difobiiged  him,  would  have  plunged  the  republic  in  worfe  cir- 
cum fiances  than  thofe  (he  was  defirous  of  avoiding.  Though 
a  toleration  of  feligion  was  granted  by  the  treaty  of  Werfaw 
to  all  Proteflants  withirt  the  dominions  of  the  republic,  the 
aflembly  fent  it  to  Rome  for  the  approbation  of  the  pondiFi 
expatiating  at  the  fame  time  on  the  great  care  taken  to  admit 
of  nothing  prejudicial  to  the  Catholic  religioii.  However, 
the  pope  was  highly  difpleafed  not  only  with  this  particular, 
but  with  the  confecration  of  Stanijlausy  contrary  to  his  man- 
date \  and  the  party  of  Augujius  did  not  fail  to  take  advantage 
of  fo  popular  a  handle  for  clamour,,  invidioufly  publi(hing  the 
article  ilipulated  with  the  czar  in  behalf  of  xkit RomanQz!^^^ 
lies  of  the  RuJJian  empire. 

In  this  manner  was  the  winter  confumed.    The  fpirit  of 

party,  which  the  feverity  of  the  climate  prevented  from  break* 

ing  out  in  hoftilities,  vented  itfelf  in  the  mod  rancorous  aod 

bitter  revilings ;   and  the  moft  heinous  crimes  that  malice 

could  invent  were  reciprocally  charged  upon  each  faftion. 

A.  D.    The  return  of  fpring  produced  a  revival  of  military  opera- 

1706.    tions,  and  by  the  latter  end  of  January  the  troops  on  both 

The  armies  £i^^s  were  in  motion.     By  the  difpofition  of  the  winter-quar- 

put  in  mo-  ters,  Charles  of  Sweden  was  furrouhded  by  Ruffians^  SaxonSy 

^^°'''  Cojfacksy  and  the  Poles  in  the  fervice  of  Augujius,     He  knew 

his  danger,  and  determined  not  to  wait  the  junSion  of  the 

enemies  fcattered  forces.     Accordingly  he  began  his  march 

towards  the  river  fi^^;  drove  the  RuJJianSy  after  a  (harp  adion; 

from  a  bridge  and  poft  they  poflTefled  on  this  river ;  penetrated^ 

amidft  the  rigours  of  a  fevere  froft,  to  Pultowjk ',  defeated  a 

body  of  the  czar's  troops  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  place; 

and  detached  Renfchild  to  oppofe  the  Saxons  and  Ruffians  in 

motion  on  the  fide  of  Silefia^  while  another  detachment  was 

directed  to  amufe  the  Coffack  general  towards  the  frontiers  of 

Folhinia,     At  the  head  of  the  main  army,  Charles  in  perfon 

entered  Lithuania j  in  hopes  of  furprifing  Auguftus ;  but  in  this 

expe£lation  he  was  difappointed   by  the  precaution  of  that 

monarch,  who  had  cantoned  thirteen  Saxon  regiments^  aod 

near 
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ncir  an  equal  number  of.  PoUs^  in  fuch  a  manner  'that  they 
couki  aiFofd  each  other  fupport,  and  be  afiembled  upon  very 
fhort  notice.  ;To  this  circumfpeftion  he  now  owed  his  fafety  : 
the  march  of  the  Swedijh  army  was  rapid,  and  the  defigns  of 
Charles  executed  with  great  fecrecy ;  but  Augujlm^  having  re* 
ceived  advice  that  he  was  in  motion,  judged  where  the  ftorm 
would  fall,  fent  his  baggage  and  military  chefl:  to  a  ftrong 
fortrefi  mPruffia^  and  retired  with  the  greater  part  of  the 
forces. towards  fVarfaw.  The  convoy,  however,  was  met  by 
a  draggling  party  of  Sw^^^j ;  the  detachment  that  efcorted  it 
was  defeated,  and  the  military  cheft  and  baggage  plundered  : 
but  Charles  was  aftbniihed,  on.  his  arrival  at  Grodno^  to  hear 
that  Aiigufius  was  in  the  heart  of  Poland,  Yet  the  expedition 
was  not  ihtirely  ufelefs  to  the  Swedijh  monarch  :  he  detached 
CQJonel  Ducker  in  purfuit  of  ihree  thoufand  Ruffians^  who, 
retiring  under  the  cannon  of  Witau^  were  at  lalt  forced  to  ^ 
throw  themfelves  into  the  town,  which  the  Swedes  pufced  {o 
vigoroufly,  that  they  gained  pofleffion  of  the  place,  and  of 
one.  hundred  and  fifty  pietes  of  heavy  cannon. 

It  was  not  the  fole  defign  of  Augujlus  to  avoid  an  afiion  Auguftus 
with  the  king  of  Sweden  by  his  rapid  march  to  Warfaw :  he  /ays  a  plan 
had  another  ohjedl  in  view,  and  the  plan  was  fo  well  con-/cr  dif- 
certed,  that  it  could  only  have  failed  through  the  cowardice /^r/?ff^ 
of  his  troops,  and  that  fatality  which  attended  all  his  pro-/<*^'  of 
jfi(Sls.     He  propofed  to  enclofe  Renjchild  between  him  and  the^^  ^^^•• 
.troops  expeded  from  Saxony y  by  which  he  depended  on  an  ^^  armyi 
cafy  vidory,  which  would  have  deprived  the  king  of  Sweden 
pf  near  half  his  army,  and  given  an  immediate  turn  to  the 
face  of  affairs.     The  Saxons  were  conducted  by  Schulehhurg  : 
the  whole  army,  in  march  from  the  elecftorate,  amounted  to 
iixteen  thoufand  men  ;  but  unfortunately  not  a  third  were  dif- 
<iplin^d  foldiers.     Near  four  thoufand  were  Ruffians ;  almoft 
two.  thoufand  were  French^  Swifsy  2ind  Bavarians ;  and  about 
three  thoufand  five  hundred  men  were  newly  inlifted  in  the 
eledoral  dominions.     Thefe  were  by  no  means  troops  to  op- 
pofe  to  the  Swedijh  veterans>  led  by  fo  experienced  a  general 
as  Renjchild;  but  Augujtus  relied  upon  his  fuperiority,  his  vi- 
gilance, and  the  known  approved  ability  oi  Schulenhurg^  who, 
though  almoft  always  defeated,  was  daily  increafing  in  repu- 
tation^     This  general  croffed  the  Oder  in    three  columns ; 
upon  which  the  Swede  advanced  with  his  whol^,  army  towards 
Frauenjtadt  to  obftrudt  him,  and  give  battle,  if  the  opportu- 
nity offered.     The  Gtuation  of  the  roads  was  fuch,  that  Schu" 
Jenburg  coM  not  avoid  an  a£tion ;  and,  indeed,  he  had  the 
exprefs  orders  of  Augujtus  tb  come  to  ah  engagement,  that 
prince  relying  more  than  he  ought  upon  the  courage  of  his 

troops. 
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troops,  anctthe  infallibility  of  the  phin  foroied  of  attacidi^ 
Renfchild  in  the  rear  with  the  forces  under  his  own  command, 
upon  the  fuppofition  that  the  Saxons  couM  advance  fofter  tbin 
upon  trial  was  four>d  pra£bicable.  la  the  neighboui'hood  of 
Frauenftadt  the  two  armies  were  in  fight ;  and  ScbuUnbwg 
drew  up  in  a  manner  that  was  greatly  adrnired  by  the  Swdiy 
and  celebrated  by  all  the  great  officers  of  Europe  ^  but  ^ 
troops  would  not  execute  the  orders  he  ifiiied,  or  follow  the 
plan  he  concerted.  On  the  lirA  attack  they  broke  their  ranks, 
and  fell  in  confuflon.  On  the  left,  a  whole  battalion  of  !!»/• 
Jians  deferted  their  poft,  before  they  bad  fuftained  the  firft  fire^ 
and  only  the  troops  on  the  right  performed  any  part  of  thtir 
duty.  Here  the  battle  raged  with  obftinacy ;  but  it  was  not 
poiSble  for  a  few  regiments  long  to  withftand  the  whok 
weight  of  the  Swedijh  army.  They-werc  attacked  in  front, 
flank,  and  rear,  reduced  to  an  inconfiderable  number,  and 
then  totally  defeated.  Never  had  the  genius  of  SchuMwtg 
ihone  brighter  than  in  this  unfortunate  adion  :  he  was  eveiy 
where  prefent,  admomfhing,  praying,  nvenacing,  and  fight- 
ing ;  but  finding  his  endeavours  vain  to  recal  the  fugitives,  he 
applied  bis  whole  attention  to  the  brave  regiments  who  ftood 
their  ground.  Thefe  he  modelled  into  a  tBoufand  different 
ihapes  and  fituations,  altering  their  dtfpofition  juft  as  thek 
numbers  happened  to  be  reduced,  according  to  the  vigour 
with  which  the  enepny  prefled,,the  nature  of  the  ground,  o( 
the  advantage  which  the  opportunity  of  the  inftant  yielded; 
Nothing  efcaped  his  penetrating  eye  ;  and  the  s^ility  of  this 
handful  of  men,  accuftomed  to  the  orders  of  their  general, 
was  very  extraordinary*  Every  evolution  of  the. parade  was 
performed  with  the  otmoft  compofure,  while  a  perpetual 
iire  was  kept  in  platoons,  or  otherwiCb  a&  the  occafion  re- 
quired. At  length  they  funk  under  numbers  and  fatigue: 
a  fruitlefs  effort  was  made  to  cut  a  way  through  the  nsaio  body 
of  the  Swedes ;  but  this  attempt  failing,  every  man  trufied  to 
his  good  fortune  and  agility.  Seven  thoufand^men  were  killed 
in  the  field  and  purfuit,  near  as  many  were  taken  prifonen, 
and  of  Schu!enburg\  whole  army  only  the  (battered  remauns  dF 
four  old  regiments,  and  the  body  of  four  thouiand  RuJUim 
that  fled  in  the  beginning  of  the  battle,  Remained,  Such  was 
the  ifTue  of  a  plan,  upon  which  Augujhis  relied  fo  much;  a 
plan  that  mifearried  through  the  cowardice  of  the  troops^  and 
the  impoffibility  of  timing  things  fo  exaSly  as  that  two  dtftant 
armies  fhould  encounter  an  enemy  at  an  appointed  time  and 
place,  without  allowing  for  thofe  accidents  which  oeceflMy 
attend  great  bodies  of  men  upon  a  long  march. 
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In  fd&^  Augujhis  had  not  yet  ftirred  from  the  caftle  oiWar^ 
Jaw  when  the  news  arrived  of  the  defeat^  which  overwhelmed 
the  court  m  defpair.     Even  the  foul  <^  Auguftus^  accufiomed 
to  ftruggle  with  adverfity,  could   hardly  fupport  this  frefli 
ftroke  of  misfortune.      Immediately  he  fummoned  a  great, 
council,  where  it  was  refplved  he  fliould  quit  WorfaWy  and 
advance  to  Lowitz  with  the  troops  brought  from  Lithuama* 
Here  he  was  joined  by  (omcGerman  regiments  ;  and,  colle£l- 
ing  his  utmoft  force,  advanced  to  give  Renfchild  battle,  aftef 
he  had  loft  the  opportunity;  but  Schulenburg  prevented  his  foI« 
lowing  a  refolution  that  would  feem  to  be  dictated  by  defpair. 
This  general  had  joined  the  king  U  Pilia  with  a  few  batta- 
lions, which  he  had  formed  put  of  the  remains  of  his  army  ; 
and  fo  fully  demonftrated  the  fuperiority  of  the  Swedijh  forces 
in  courage  and  difcipline,  together  with  the  fats^l  confequences 
of  a  defeats  and  the  inutility  of  a  vidory  in  the  prefent  cir- 
Gumftances,  that  Augujlus  approved  his  advice,  fent  him  to    ^ 
make  new  levies  in  Saxony^  to  proceed  according,  to  martial 
law  againft  all  who  had  mifbehaved  in  the  late  a£lion,  and  fet 
out  himfelf  for  Cracow.    A  council  was  called,  and  Auguftuit  " 
was  taking  the  moft  vigorous  noeafures,  when  the  king  of 
Swedetiy  tired  of  running  over  Poland^  and  conquering  pro- 
vinces for  Staniflam  that  revolted  next  day,  formed  the  refo- 
lution  of  efFeiStually  crufhrng  his  enemy  by  feizing  upon  the 
eleflorate  of  Saxony^  from  whence  the  means  of  fupporting 
the  war  had  hitherto  been  drawn.     The  prote^ion  which  the 
^ietof  the  empire  offered  to  Saxeny  had  no  cffedl  on  Charki  .* 
he  knew  that  the  refolutions  of  a  body  fo  vaft,  compoifed  of  a 
variety  of  difcordant  members^  muft  necefiarily  be  flow  ;  and 
imagined,  with  great  reafon,  that  be  might  accomplish  all  his 
purpofes  before  the  princes  of  the  Germanuk  body  could  come 
to  any  refolution  *.     Taking  poffeffion  of  Saxoky  was  laying  Auguflus 
the  ax  to  the  root,  intirely  difarming  his  enemfy,  and  filling  is  reduced 
his  own  coffers  with  the  treafures  of  an  ckdorate,  ^h\xi\iy  to  great 
though  grievoufly  oppreffed  by  a  tedious  war,  ftiil  afforded  in-  necejjitji 
valuable  fpoils  to  a  conqueror.     Tfiis  refolution  he  purfued, 
and  thereby  plunged  Auguftus  in  greater  perplexity  than  he 
had  hitherto  experienced.     Relief  was  cut  off  at  the  fource  5  r 

and,  as  if  this  were  infufficient  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of  the 
depofed  monarch's  misfortunes,  he  found  iiimfelf  deferled  by 
tho^c  Pole$  in  whofe  fidelity  he  placed  the  utmofl:  confidence^ 
Thus  he  was  on  the  poin^  of  lofing  not  only  a  crown,  which 
he  obtained  through  feas  of  trouble,  blood,  and  treafur^^ 
but  was  ia£luaily  ftripped  of  his  paternal  dominions,  already 

*  Univerf.  Hift.  torn,  jcxxiii/p.  149,  350,  &  fequent. 
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haufted  and  impoverifhed  in  fupporting  the  ambition  oC  the 
^    fovereign,  and  raifing'  him  co  a  dignity  that  could  never  re* 
fieSt  ft  fmgle  ray  of  honour  or  advantage  upon  the  elec- 
torate. .  ^         ^ 

CH^RLES^  not  fatkficd  with  raifing  a  private  noble- 
man to  fucceed  the  monarch  he  had  dethroned  in  Poland,  en- 
tertained likewife  fome  thoughts  of  making  a  new  eledor, 
and  placing  the  hereditary  prince  of  ^^A-^ny  on  the ,  eleSoral 
throne  of  his  father.    It  was  this,  and  the  infupportable  con- 
tributions levied  by  the  Swtdts  upon  his  unfortunate  fubje£b, 
that  reduced  Augufiui  at  length  to  have  recourfe  to  the  cle- 
mency of  his  enemy,  writing  with  his  own  hand  a  letter  to 
CbarltSy  in  which  he  requeded  a  cefTation  of  hoftiHties,  that 
a  chriftian  and  equitable  peace  might  be  eftablifhed  ^.     We 
hdve  feen  the  fteps  bj  which  this  negotiation  was  conduced. 
Sufficient  it  is  to'obferve  in^  this  place,  that  the  Saxon  minify 
ters,  fecretly  charged  with  the  commiilibn,  had  difcretionary 
powers;  and  that  either  dread  of  the  ferocious^tc;///^,  or  the 
influence  of  his  money,  were  fupp^fed  to  have  powerfully 
operated  on  their  minds,  and  (hook  their  fidelity  to  yfuguftuSs 
ImhoffznAPfingftenioMni  Charles  2X  Alt-Ranftadt,  and  iigned 
fuch  a  peace  as  they  durft  not  acknowledge  to  their  fovereign. 
They  filled  up  one  of  the  blanks  figned  by  Auguftus  with  fuch 
articles  as  the  king  of  Sweden  thought  proper  to  didlate  ;  and 
it  was  given  out,  that  count  Piper  (hewed  the  Saxon  envoys 
fuch  original  papers  as  left  them  no  room  to  doubt  that  their 
mafter  was  betrayed:  but  the  world  in.  general  believed  this 
was  a  contrivance  to  palliate  their  own  condu£l,  by  (hewing 
the  neceifity  they  were  under  of  figning  any  conditions.     Be 
this  as  it  may,  certain  it  is,  that  Auguftus  was  under  the  ne- 
cefSty  of  ratifying  the  treaty,  even  after  obtaining  a  victory, 
which,  by  the  njalignity  of  his  fortune,  could  prove  of  no 
fervice  to  his  affairs.    The  Rujfians  were  his  only  (tjpport, 
and  his  army  being  now  united  with  that  of  prince  Minz^koff, 
he  dreaded  the  refentment  of  the  czar,  in  cafe  the  treaty  with 
Charles  (hould  tranfpire.     A  very  peculiar  perplexity  arofe  from 
Menz'tkoff^s  preffing  inftances  to  come  to  an  engagement  with 
the  Swedijb  general  Meyerfeldt.     Auguftus  was  fenfihle,  that, 
if  he  complied,  Charles  would  deem  it  an  infraction  of  the 
treaty,  revenge  it  upon  Saxony,^  and  perhaps  carry  his  refent- 
ment to  the  laft  extremities.     On  the  other  hand,  his  refufal 
would  create  fufpicions  in  the  Mufcovfte  general,  and  perhaps 
endanger  the  perfon  of  Auguftus.    Both  the  Swedijb  monarch 
,  and  the  JLuJpan  general  were  fierce^  haughty,  untra£lable» 
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lind  impatient :  the  leaft  fufpicion  on  either  (ide  might  prov^ 
^  fatal  to  himfelf,  or  his  fubjeds,     Augvjim^^  therefore,  fron™  Augoftjis, 

'motives  of  felf-prefervation,  fuffefed  himfelf  to  be  drawn  into  w/M  the 
.    the  battld  of  fCaUfch  by  the  prefSng  inftances  of  Menzikoffy  and  ajjtflance  , 
rather  to  run  the  hazard  of  having  Saxony  made  the  fcene  oi  of  prince 
>he  Snvede\  revenge,  than  his  perfon  to  be  feized  by  the  fufpi*  Menzi- 
cious  Mufcovite.     Meyerfeldt  was  defeated  ;  and  Augujlm^  af-  ^°^»  Z^^^^ 
ter  having  the  honour  of  driving  his  riv^I  Stanijfaus  out  of  the  ^  l^j^^^J* 
field,  and  taking  the  Sii;/rf//Z>  general  prifoner,  was  forced  to^*^^ 
apologize  in  the  moft  ^bjecft  manner  to  CharUs.     In  vain  did-^^''^ 
he  pradiife  every  ejcpedient  to  avoid   ratifying  the  fcameful  ^^^  ^^J 
treaty,  by  which  he  confented  to  renounce  a  crown  ;  fruitlefs  ^/-poland, 
were  his  endeavours  to  foften  the  feverity,  and  move  the  in- 
flexibility,  of  the  headftrong  Swede :  after  entering  IVarJaw  in 
triumph,  after  aflifting  at  l*e  Deum  and  public  rejoicings  fox 
his  vj^ory,  he  was  forced  to  repair  to  Saxony^  to  refign  his 
diadem,  and  fuftain  divers  mortifications  from  his  inveterate 
enemy.     Here  it  was  that  he  put  the  lafl:  hand  to  a  treaty, 
which  we  (hall  here  prefent  to  the  reader  at  more  length  thaQ 
Jic  has  feen  it  in  our  Hiftory  of  Sweden,  .   , 

The  treaty  of  Alt-Ranjiadt  imported,  that  a  perpetual  Treaty  of 
peace  and  amity  (hould  fubfift  between  Charles  king  of  Swe-  Alt-Ran« 
A»,  Stanijlaus  king  of  Poland^  and  Auguflus  king  eledlor  of  ftadt. 
Saxony^  and  their  feveral  flates  and  dominipns :  that  oblivion 
and  compenfation  (hould  take  place  on  all  fides :  that  Augujius 
Ihould  renoqncje  all  hjs  rights  to  the  crown  and  dominions  of 
Poland'y  ftill,  however,  retaining  the  appellation  of  king,  but 
without  either  the  title  or  arms  of  Poland:  that  the  king- 
elector  fliould  notify  his  abdication  by  a  formal  diploma,  ab- 
folve  the  Pd/<?j  from  the  oath  taken  to  his  perfon,  and  in  the 
moft  explicit  terms  acknowledge  Staniflaus  the  legitimate  fo- 
vereign  of  the  republic ;  promifing  at  the  fame  time,  in  the 
moftfolemn  terms,  never  to  fet  on  foot  any  intrigues,  orcoun- 
.  tenance  the  dtfobedience  or  rebellion  of  his  fubjeds  againft 
that  monarch :  that  he  (hould  renounce  all  alliances  contrary 
to  the  intereft  6f  Sweden^  efpecially  that  with  Mufcovy^  and 
.  recal  all  the  Soxon  troops  in  the  Ruffian  fervice :  that  he  (hould 
cancel  all  decrees,  treaties,  and  public  contra£ls  or  declara- 
tions made  by  his  party  in  the  name  of  the  republic,  if  they 
were  found  contraiy  to  the  import  and  fpirit  of  the  prefent 
'■  treaty  :  that  Stanijlaus  (hould  have  power  either  to  confirm  or 
revoke  the  dignjties  grafted  by  Atigujius  fince  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  four :  that  Augujius  (hould,  im- 
mediately after  the  ratification,  reftore  the  crown-jewels,  and 
^archives  of  the 4cingdom,  which  were  carried  \ni6' Sa»ony : 
that  the  princes  James  arid  ConCtantine  Sohieski  ihQ\x\^  be  fet  at  ^ 
liberty,  the  eleflor  clearing  off  immediately  the  fum  of  money 
^  Bb2        ^  d«.q 
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due  to  the  former :  that  all  Poles  and  Liihmntans  detained 
prifoners  by  Augujius  fliould  be  fet  at  liberty,  without  ran- 
fom  ;  and  that  th^  eledor  ihould  ufe  his  influence  with  the 
pontiff  to  procure  the  enlargement  of  the  bilhop  of  Pefnma: 
that  the  Swedijh  and  Saxon  prifoners  ihould  be  mutually  re- 
■  leafed,  without  ranfom,  except  thofe  who  had  contraSed 
debts ;  who,  in  that  cafe,  were  to  be  detained  until  the  creditors 
were  fatisfied :  that  all  traitors  and  deferters  froth  Sweden^  pro- 
.  t^ed  in  Saxony^  (hould  be  delivered  up  to  his  Swedijh  majef- 

ty,  i^2iXi\Q\x\ix\y  John  Reinold  Patkul^ :  that  all  the  ilw^flw  in 
Saxony  fliould  be  furrendercd  prifoners  of  war  to  his  Swdfi 
majedy  :  that  all  the  cannon  and  military  trophies  taken  from 
the  Swedes  fliould  be  reftored  :  that  the  fentence  pafled  againft 
colonel  GortZy  now  in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  Sweien^ 
fliould  be  annulled  :  that  the  Swedtjh  army  fliould  have  quai* 
ters  in  the  ele£torate :  ithat  all  the  towns  and  caflles  held  b; 
Auguftm  \x\  Poland  fliould  be  furxendered  to  commifTaries  ap- 
pointed by  king  Stanijlaus :  that  the  towns  oi Leipftck  zxAWir* 
iemberg  Chould,  in  a  fimilar  manner,  be  evacuated  by  the  Iw" 
dijh  garrifons  :  that  a  ceflfation  of  hoftilities  in  Saxony  (hould 
commence  from  the  figning  of  the  treaty,  and  in  P^iwrrf  three 
weeks  after  :  that  the  Icing  of  Sweden  and  the  king-ele£}or,  is 
members  of  the  Germanick  body,  fliould  aS  jointly  for  the 
cotifervation  of  religion,  as  eflabltflied  by  the  treaties  of 
Munfter  and  Ofnahurg  ;  that  no  change  of  religion  fliould  be 
admitted  in  Saxony  or  Lufaiiai  and  that  the  Roman  Catholics 
ihould  be  denied  churches,  fchools,  academies,  colleges,  and 
monafteries  yvithin  thefe  feveral  diftrifls.  The'kings>of  Stw- 
den  and  Pdand  engaged  to  fupport  Augufius^  fliould  he  be  at- 
tacked by  the  czar  on  account  of  the  prefent  treaty  j  and  they 
promifed  likewife  to  provide  for  his  intereft  in  any  peace  which 
they  might  happen  to  make  with  Mufcovy,  Laftly,  it  was 
ftipulated,  that  the  ratifications  fliould  be  exchanged  iniix 
weeks.  '     .  ' 

Those  who  favour  the  chzxiSitv  of  Auguftus  affirm,  that 
he  was  deluded  into  this  monftrous  treaty  by  the  artifice  of 
i^ftjfg/?^^,  who  had  concealed  particulars  from  him  until  his 
arrival  in  Saxony^  and  that,  once  being  in  the  power  of  the 
Swedip)  hionarcb,  he  could  refufe  nothing  that  was  propofcd, 
without  fubjefting  his  perfon  and  dominJons  to  the  vengeance 
of  an  incenfed  barbarian.  Even  the  charafler  of  CharUs\^ 
been  mifreprefenied  to  him ;  and,  inftead  of  that  complacency 
and  affability  which  he  was  tnade  to  expeft,  Augujtus  ftiund 
hitn  proud,  fierce,  obdurate,  and  inflexible.     An  intcnfieir 
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paflfd  between  tb^  tnon^rchs  at  Cutter/dorp^  that  proved  ex-  Auguftus 
tjepacly  niQrtifying  to  Auguftus,     Here  the  ratifications  were  j^asan  in- 
^cYizxig^iy  ^vkACharkf  aflunied  fuch  an  air  of  fuperiority  zs  tervie^M 
W^f  .fcirce  fMpportable  by  a  prince  of  fpirit.     Nor  did  the  hu-  nxjith  the 
mUiatiog  conditioas  of  the  treaty  of  Alt-Ranftadt  fufEciently  ^ing  of 
gratify  the  iqfolence  of  Charles :  he  foon  after  required  that  Sweden, 
Auguftus  flioyld  ^rite,  with  his  own  hand,  a  letter  of  congra- 
tuJatipn.to  StamJIaus  upon  hi§  acceffion  to  the  thrpne  of  Po- 
l(w4*    How  could  he  refufe,  in  his  unfortunate  circuaiffances  ? 
JJe  con^pUed)  and  by  the  ftile  of  his  epiftle  evinced  his  regret, 
>nd  the  violence  offered  to  his  inclinations.     Only  the  plea  of 
nec^ty  cad  exculpate  him  for  this  condefcenfion ;  and  even 
that  may  be  deemed  infufficient  to  refcue  his  character  from 
the  imputation  of  pufilUnimity.     He  had  formally  renounced 
a  crown  that  had  coft  him  fo  dear ;  he  had  abandoned  the  in- 
tereft  of  his  only  ally,  1. broke  all  his  engagements,  even  fur- 
^ndered  the  minifter  qf  his  friend  to  fuffer  the  moft  ignomi- 
|}io|is  and  excruciating  punifliment,  and  now,  in  complaSfance 
to  the  author  of  all  thefe  blemifties  pn  his  reputation,  he  wrote 
sk  letter  of  compliment  to  the  ufurper  of  his  regal  dignity  and    ' 
dofnjqions,  at  the  fame  time  notifying  the  ratincation  of  that 
4i%i;aceful  treaty  by  which  he  eftablifhed  Sianijlaus  upon  his 
owp  thforie  (A). 

After 

(A)  As  this  letter  is  carious,  "  all  our  favours,  we  have  had  ' 

we  ftall  gratify  the  reader  with  "  no  return    but  ingratitude; 

it  at  full  length.  "  and  that  moft  of  the  perfons 

**  Sire  and  Brother ^  '*  on  whom  we  mofl  liberally 

**  Hf  we  have  not  anfwered  "  flied  our  bounty  have  been  in- 

<*  yoixr  majefty's  letter  fboper,  "  duftrious  ooly  in  forming-ca- 

**  it  was  bccaufe  we  thought  jhe  **  bals  againil  us,  with  the  view 

**  oc?afiofi,unfe^onable  for  en- .  *'  of  promotiogour  ruin      We 

**,  taring  upon  an-  epiftolatory  "  heartily    wifh    your  majefty 

**  Wrrefpondence :  however,  to  "  may  not  be  expofed  to  fimi- 

**  fetisfy  the  king  o£  Sweden^  "  I ar  events, recommending  you 

•*  and  that  he  may  not  think  us  "  to  the  Divine  Proteftion.— — 

**  (JifHeult  in  complying  with  **  Given  at. Drefden  this  eighth    . 

••  his  demands,  we  give  you  joy  «  day  of  April,  ons  thoufand 

••upon  your  acceffion  to  the  '*  feven    hundred    and   feven. 
«*  erown;    and  we  hope   that  "  Sire  and  brother, 

*»  your  majefty  will    find   the        "  Your  good  brother  and 
«<  fabjefls    of  your    kingdom  ,  "  neighbour, 

more  faithful  and  obedieat  **  Augtiflus  R.** 

than  thofeweleft  there.  The  . 

whole  world  will  agree  with        It  would  feem,  from  this  let- 

Hl  in  this  particular,  that,  for  ter,  that  Stanijlaus  had  wrote  to 
8^3  A^S^^ 


« 
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After  a  few  infincere  compliments  had  pafTed  hf  letters^ 
the  princes  had  an  intervievsr,  which  indeed  afforded  gre^t 
inatter  of  triumph  to  Charles^  to  fee  his  court  honoured  with 
^  the  prefence  of  two  great  monarchs,  dependent  on  his  fmiles 
and  frowns,  whom  he  could  render  happy  or  wretched  at  plea- 
fure.  Several  difficulties  arofe  about  the  execution  of  the 
treaty,  and  Charles  offered  to  refer  all  difficulties  to  be  adjufted 
by  commiffaries.  Accordingly  a  negociation  was  fet  on  foot^ 
^d  the  Swedes  infifted  upon  the  rigorous  performance  of  every 
iingle  article,  while  the  Saxons  eilforced  every  argunient  diF 
feafon  and  palTion  to  procure  a  mitigation.  VVhat  refpeded 
the  crown-jewels  and  archives  gaVe  the  moft  trouble.  The 
Swedifi  commiffaries  infifted  upon  immediate  reftitution  ;  and 
the  £tf4C0/7X  pleaded  that  Stanijlaus  mufl  firil  be  acknowledged 
by  the  whole  nation,  lefl,  if  he  (hould  happen  to  be  depofed, 
,  Juguftus  might  then  be  accountable  to  the  republic.  There 
was  a  flrong  appearance  of  ec|uity  in  the  allegation;  never- 
thelefs,  the  Saxons  were  foked  to  give  it  up>  and  comply  to  a 
tittle  with  the  demands  of  the  Swedes, 

To  the  reflitution  of  the  je\Jifels,  Charles  now  added  another 
Remand,  which  was  lilcewife  granted.     An  inftrument  of  his 
abdication,  and  the  ^St  of  pardon  for  all  who  had  taken  up 
arms  againfl  him,  were  required;  and  the  unfortunate  prince 
yielded  this  point,  as  he  had  done  every  other.     Accordingly 
they  were  pubUfhed  in  the  feveral  palatinatea^  from  a  prefump^ 
fion  that  fuch  a  meafure  would  induce  the  nobility  the  ,more 
readily  to  acknowledge  Stanijlaus ;  yet  did  it  ferve  no  other 
purpofe  than  that  of  augmenting  the  confufion  of  the  repub- 
lic, occafioned  by  the  treaty  of  Alt-Ranftadt^  and  the  depar- 
ture of  Augujius  ffom  Poland,     Thofe  who  were  ftill  attached 
to  his  fortune  CQuld  not  refolve  how  to  s(£t  s-his  folemn  abdi- 
cation left  them  no  pretence  for  continuing  the  war,  and  theif 
fubmifSon  to  StaniJlaUs  would,  probably  be  attended  with  th^ 
lofs  of  thofe  employments  bcflowed  oq  them  by  Auguftusi 
The  only  remaining  refource  was  the  czar,  who  oS'ered  them 
his  protediion,  and  was  now  entering  upon  the  mod  vigorous 
preparations  for  invading  Poland^  and  difputing  the  conquefls 
o^  Charles  and  ele&ion  of  Stanijlai^s.    Peter  had  remonftrated, 
in  the  moft  lively  terms,  againfl  the  treaty  q{  Alt-Ranftadt : 
every  court  in  Europe  was  !Alled  with  his  complaints  againfl' 
Jugujius  >  and  indeed  the  maritime  powers  not  only  expreiled 
their  furprize  at  the  treaty,  but  their  uneafinefs  at  the  confer 

^uguftusy  iignifyinghis  accefTion;  anfwer  only  in  obedience  to  th6 

,    ^iid  this  latter  prince's  acknow-  king  of  S^wedeny  is  no  argument' 

je^gmtnt  that  he  returned  an  of  his  fortitude. 

'  "  quencci  ^ 
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(ijlftcno&s  of  It,  and  of  Charles's  long  refidence  in  SaKonyy  which 

lliey  apprehended   might  threaten  a  ftorm  to  the  empire* 

When  the  czar,  however,  faw  a  copy  of  the  treaty  his  refent-  The  czar's 

ment  wasdifarmed,  and  the  fame  breaft  that  lately  glowed  with  fintimenn 

indignation  now  melted  into  compaffion.    He  not  only  forgave  0/  ^he 

Auguflui  the  breach  of  his  engagements,  which  was  already  fuf-  treaty. 

£ciently  punifbed,  but  deterniined  to  pour  his  vengeance  on 

CharUsy  as  the  author  of  the  infidelity  of  hisally^  and  to  make 

all  poifible  advantage  of  the  divided  fentiments  and  irrefolution 

of  the  Polijh  nation.     It  could  not  efcapc  Peter's  fagacity  that 

he  would  be  hard  prefTed  by  Charles^  as  fooh  as  he  had  fettled 

his  affairs  in  Germany;  but  he.relied  greatly  upon  the  difpoii- 

tion  of  the  republic,  her  refentment  of  the  arbitrary  manner 

in  which  the  Swedes  had  dictated,  her  indignation  at  feeing  .' 

her  country  ruined,  impoverifhed,  and  enflaved  by  a  foreign 

power,  and  the  intereft  whidh  fuch  a  variety  of  individuals  bad 

to  oppofe  Stanijkus  \  a  king  not  eftabiiihed  by  the  ftates,  or 

tied  down  by  the  laws  of  the  conflicution ;  but  fettled  upon 

the  throne,  and  governing  rather  as  the  viceroy  of  Sweden 

than  the  fovereign  of  Poland.    Beftdes,  he  was  encouraged  by 

certain  neighbouring  powers,  who  promifed  him  ailiftance  as    ' 

£)on  as  their  peculiar  circumftances  would  admit.  '  It  was 

upon  this  foundation  that  he  made  vaft  preparations  during* 

the  whole  winter. 

MB NZ IK OFFhzd  the  command  of  th^  kufftan  army    a.  D. 
and  auxiliaries  in  Poland  fmce  the  departure  of  Augu/ius  to     1707. 
Saxony,    By  his  prudence  and  aflivity  he  had  afiembled  a  very 
confiderable  force,  and  now  was  taking  meafures  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  primate,  lately  bifliop  of  Cujaiva^  to  alienate 
the  minds  of  the  Polijh  nation  from  the  new  fovereign.     The 
primate*archbi{hop  owed  his  elevation  to  Augujius^  and  he 
was  confirmed  in  the  dignity  by  the  pontiff;  but  as  the  arch- 
biOiopric  of  Gnifna  was  lik^wife  claimed  by  an  adherent  of 
Stantflaus^  bis  power  refted  folely  upon  the  fuccefs  of  Auguftus ; 
and  he  refolved  to  exert  his  utmofl:  authority  in  maintaining 
that  prince  upon  a  thrpne  which  he  had  folemnly  renounced. 
Menxihff  was  fenfible  that  his  mafter  was  equally  interefted 
in  difputing  the  validity  of  the  treaty  of  Ranjladt^  and  he 
clofed  in  with  the  primate  in  concerting  meafui-es  which  fet 
that  treaty  at  nought,  and .  might  be  the  means  of  reftoring 
Auguftus,    The  primate  publified  his  writs  for  convoking  a 
general  council  of  the  fenators  at  Leopold^  and  the  appearance  A  council 
of  nobility  at  this  aflcmbly  greatly  exceeded  expectation.  The  held  at 
rcfult  was  to  renew  and  confirm  the  aflbciation  formed  at  San--  Leopold. 
'tlotmr^  and  to  pafs  the  fubfequent  refolutions :  that  the  primate 
ibould  publifli  his  umverfalia  for  a  generi^l  diet  at  LuUin  in 

Bb4  the' 


ij6       y  STi&i  Hyi^  of  Poland. 

tbe  month  of  May  following;  that  the  pettj  diets  {houM  alfo 
befummoned  with  the  accuftomcd  formality ;  that  all  perfbns 
engaged  in  the  oppofite  party  (hould  be  exhorted  to  return  to 
their  duty,  and  to  unite  for  the  common  defence ;  that  circu- 
lar letters  fhould  be  difpatcihed  to  the  neighbouring  powers, 
to  acquaint  them  with  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  repuUie, 
to  requeft  they  would  only  acknowledge  that  fovereign  who 
Ihould  be  raifed  to  the  fupreme  dignity  by  the  voice  of  the 
people,  and  that  they  would  not  befto^  the  title  of  king  upon 
any  one  who  had  ufurped  that  authority,  or  been  violently 
thruft  into  it  by  a  foreign  power. 

Such  rcfolutions  evinced  that  Augujius  was  mt  wholly 
deftitute  of  friends  in  Poland  \  but  they  tended  nothing  to  tbe 
advancement  of  his  intereft  :  on  the  contrary,  they  fuggefted 
to  the  party  of  Stamjlaus  the  neceffity  of  uniting  more  clofely  ; 
and  the  czat'  had  too  much  penetration  not  to  be  offended  at 
proceedings  (b  v^in,  oftentatious,  and  frivolous.  He  perceived 
the  impofiibility  of  holding  a  diet,  as  had  been  refolved  by  the 
council ;  and  fhould  it  meet,  no  other  pfirpofe  could  be  an- 
fwered  by  it  than  deferring  military  operations*  which  muft 
lit  laft  cut  the  knot  of  controverfy,  too  hard  to  be  untied  by 
al^the  refinement  and  art  of  policy.  Already  fcveral  palatines 
declared,  that  it  was  not  pra^icable  to  form  any  falutary  una* 
nimous  laws,  while  the  kingdom  was  in  a  ferment  of  intedine 
commotion ;  and  the  party,  in  general,  demanded  the  fubTi- 
dics  which  the  czar  had  given  them  reason  to  cjtpcft ;  a  de- 
mand which  he  anfwered  by  detiring  that  the  troops  to  be 
furnifhed  as  tn  equivalent  might  be  raifed.  As  the  return 
'  of  Charles  and  Stanijlam  from  Saxony  would  effed  an  »itire 
change  in  the  face  of  affairs,  he  laboured  to  accelerate  the 
meafures  of  the  Poles,  and  in  fome  refpeft  aded  independent 
of  the  republic,  difpofing  his  forces  in  fucb  a  manner  as  tc| 
hold  Poland  and  Lithuania  in  a  kind  of  friendly  fubjecSlion. 
Large  detachments  of  Ruffians  entered  Pruffia,  with  intention 
of  diflodging  the  Swedes  from  Th&m^  and  divers  other  places 
which  they  pofTefTed  in  that  province.  It  was  likewife  con- 
certed that  the  czar's  troops  fhouid  invade  Ppmerania ;  but 
the  king  o^  Pruffia's  r'efufal  to  grant  a  pafTage  broke  the  pro- 
jeft.  Peterh  great  favourite,  prince  Mentikoff^  though  a^ive 
^nd  vigilant  in  promoting  the  czar's  intereli,  bad  however 
the  misfortune  to  alienate  the  minds  of  feveral  of  the  adhe- 
^  J  l^;r  rents  of  Augujius^  by  a  fupercilious  haur.hty  carriage.  Smith- 
ki  a9i4  ^"^'  ^"  particular,  the  braveft  nobleman  of  the  party,  cxpref- 
others  de-,  *"^  ^^?  keentft  refentment  at  fome  indignities  whi^h  he  fuf- 
fert  the  tained'.  He  had  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  feize  upon  the  pala- 
forty  of  tine  of  Kiow  and  his  whole  family,  of  whiclt  fuccefs  he  gave 
Ayguftus.  '  the 
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the  jRi^ff  immediate  notice;  but  Mewzihff^  infiead  of 
thanking  him  for  his  diligence,  claimed  the  honour  to  him* 
{Ai  of  fending  the  prifoners  to  the  czar,  and  arrogantly  or- 
dered Smielgiski  to  furrender  them  to  him  without  delay, 
*  vybich  fo  irritated  the  fpirited  flaroft,  that  he  immediately 
kt  the  palatine  at  liberty,  feized  all  the  Ruffians  in  his  little 
corpsy  acknowledged  StantflauSy  and  became  the  avowed  ene- 
my of  the  Ruffians^  and  of  Augufius,  He  befides  exerted 
fuch  viligance  in  calling  in  his  detachments  and  Jevying  new 
forces,  that  he  faw  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  keep  the  field  ^ 
without  any  dread  of  Menzikoff'^s  refentment.  The  C5^ar  la- 
mented the  lofs ;  he  was  feniible  to  what  caufe  it  ought  to 
be  afcribed ;  he  endeavoured  to  moderate  the  pride  of  his 
favourite,  and  in  the  pnean  time  varnifhed  over  the  tranfac- 
tion  by  Tmputing  it  to  theficklenefs  and  ^rfidy  of  SmUIgiski : 
however,  the  example  of  this  flaroft  would  feem  to  have 
made  a  deep  impreffion  on  thp  minds  of  feveral  of  the  Polijb 
nobility,  who  cither  aftually  received  affronts  from  Menzihjf^ 
or  made,  that  a  pretence  for  fharing  the  favours  of  Sta- 
nijlaus  and  ,the  king  of  Sweden.  Prince  JViefnowiski  had 
hitherto  fupported  the  caufe  of  Auguftm^  and  fought  at  thef 
head  of  an  army  compofed  equally  c^ Poles  and  RuJJians.  Now  *  ' 
he  ferved  under  Menzikoff^  and  it  is  probable  that  his  pride 
was  hurt  by  bis  fubordinate  flation.  Accordingly  he  flruck 
up  an  agreement  with  the  Swedes^  had  the  promife  of  being 
rai&d  to  the  dignity  of  grand  general  of  Lithuania  after  Sa- 
fieha^  and  joined  Lew^nhaupt  with  all  the  troops  under  his 
command.  Several  other  noblemen  at  the  fame  time  changed 
their  principles,  and  Sinieski  in  particular,  fword  bearer  of 
Litbunia^  deferted  the  Rujffians^  and  carried  off  with  hirn 
a  large  fum  of  money,  intended  for  the  payment  of  the 
army.  . 

Such  were  the  difficulties  which  the  czar  of  Mufcovy 
had  to  encounter  in  his  fcheme  of  refloring  Auguftus  to  the 
throne  of  Pfi/a«i.  It  is  the  opinion  of  fome  writers  that, 
fotefeeing  the  impoffibility  of  giving  effe£lual  a/Tiftance  to 
this  unfortunate  prince,  and  not  at  all  difpofed  to  2jz\ix\o^~ 
hdge  Sianijiausy  his  defire  was  that  a  king  (hould  be  ele^led 
with  whom  he  niight  concert  meafures  with  lefs  trouble  than 
with  a  council  difagreeing  with  him  and  with  each  other. 
This  they  faw  he  laboured  to  bring  about  with  the  diet 
now  ailembled  at  Lublin  \  .but  nothing  could  be  obtained 
of  the  deputies  befides  cpmplaints,  which  they  were  directed 
to  make  from  the  palatinates  and  ^towns  groaning  under  the 
load  of  oppreffion  fuftained  from  all  parti,es  j  but  chiefly  from 
titf  BMffmi  army^  and  efpecially  the  Calmucki  and  other  irre-^ 
'  "     .  gulars. 
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gulars.  The  czar's  commiifioners,  and  it  is  reported  hicfi-i 
felf  in  dirguife,  endeavoured  to  give  the  Poles  all  poifible 
fatisfa£)ion  on  this  head  ;  but  fuch  a  variety  of  embarraiT- 
ments  arofe,  that  the  diet  was  frequently  on  the  point  of 
breaking  up  without  coming  to  a  fingle  refolution.  In  the 
end  however  it  was  agreed,  that  an  inter-regnum  ihould  be 
publifhed,  although  Augujius  had  not  regularly  hotifi'ed  his 
abdication  to  the  republic.  The  public  dtclai^ation  of  a  va- 
cancy neceflarily  produced  candidates;  four  appeared,  but 
^  as  their  ambition  proved  unfuccefsful,  they  were  /carce 
ever  heard  of  as  competitors  for  the  crown  after  their  firft 
nomination.  Inde^,  it  would  appear  from  the  long  letters 
which  the  czar  fent  to  the  queen  of  Great  Britain  and  the^ 
ftates  general,  that  he  was  extremely  ferious  in  the  defign  of 
procuring  a  new  eleftion,  and  full  of  indignation  againft 
Augujlui^  who  he  complained  had  facrificed  him  to  the  com- 
mon enemy,  and  given  up  his  envoy  PatkuU  contrary  to  the 
moft  acknowledged  laws  of  nations ;  but  the  fudden  change 
of  circumftances  left  him  no  opportunity  of  purfuing  the 
plan  he  had  laid  down  of  equally  punifhing  the  arrogance  of 
Charles^  and  the  pu^iWmimity  oi  Augujfus, 

'     ^         All  this  v/\i\\t  Poland  was  a  fcene  of  the  moft  deplorable 
g      diftrefs,  the  Ruffians  levying  ihoft  exorbitant  contributions  on 

*^^  *.  the  adherents  o(  Stanijlaus  and  the  Swedijh  faSion,  while 
,  they  retaliated  upon  the  nobility  aqd  gentry  in  the  intereft  of 
the  czar.  The  former  fet  fire  to  the  city  of  Lijby  in  the 
palatinate  of  Pofnama^  one  of  the  fineft  towns  in  Poland^ 
which  hid  frequently  redeemed  itfelf  from  this  treatment, 
and  being  at  laft  quite  exhaufted  and  impoverifhed,  was  laid 
in  afhes.  Peter  treated  Poland  as  a  conquered  country,  and 
difplayed  his  tafte  at  the  expence  of  juftice  and  the  Polijh  no- 
bility, whofe  wrought  plate,  piftures,  ftatues,  and  other  va- 
luable effedfe  and  cufiofities  he  ordered  without  fcruple  to  be 
fent  to  embellifh  his  capital.  The  return  however  of  Stemi- 
Jlaus  from  Saxony  gavea  check  to  the  ravages  of  the  Ruffians^ 
which  the  czar  was  told  by  fome  of  his  JPoiiJh  friends  would 
inevitably  alienate  the  tolrtds  of  the  people,  and  conftrain 
them  even  againft  their  inclinsftion  and  intereft  to  join-  the 
Swedes.     He  was  ftill  more  difconcerted  with  the  arrival  of 

^  the  king  of  Sweden^  who  had  rendered  himfelf  fo  terrible  to 

iht  Rujftansy  that  his  prefence  alone  ftruj(^k  moreconfternation 
than  a  whole  arrtiy.  The  defigns  carrying  on  by  the  czar  and 
confederates  were  broke  and  difconcerted ;  irrefolution  and 
diftruft  infmuated  themfelves  into  their  aflembliest  nothing 
Was  tranfafled,  and  the  czar  was  forced  to  colled  his  fcat- 
tcrcd  troops,  retire  to  Warfow^  and  keep  the  Viftula  b^^ween 

him 


fcflh  and  the  enemy.     Simowiiki  offered  to  join  him  with  the 
confederate  army  ;    but  the  czar  refufed  the  aid  of  aiixiliiries^ 
whofe  fidelity  he  diftrufted,  and  would   not  even  admit  the 
Poles  to  take  poft  in  the  rear  of  his  troops,  left  they  (hbuld< 
follow  the  example  o^  Smielgiski  and  ^iefnowiski^  upon  Come 
critical   occafion.     But  aa  if  the  misfortunes  of  Piland  werc^ 
not  complete  with  the  ravages  of  two  hofttle  armies,  a  pefii-t 
ledtialdifeafe and  famine  appeared  in  the  capital,  andfeveral 
of  the  great  cities,  fweeping  off  incredible  multitudes  of  the 
poor,  who  were  found  to  be  more  fufceptible  of  the  conta^.        ' 
gion,  in  confequence  of  the  nature  of  their  living.    Preffed 
by  hunger,  whole  famiHes  fubfifted  upon  the  putrid  fl^fli  of 
quadrupeds  that  perifhed  through  want  of  forage.     The  ca* 
lamity  was  dreadful,  and  raged  with  extreme^  fury  during  the 
heat  of  fummer,  gradually  yield i rig  to  the  approach  bf  the 
cold  feafon,  before  which  it  at  length  entirely  vaniflied. 

It  was  in  the  month  of  Novembtr  thuX^arJ^s,  at  the  head. 
of  the  Swedijh  forces,  began  his  marchtowards  the  frontiers:        • 
of  Poland, .  Every  movement  of  his  forces  evinced  how  dread- 
ful he  appeared  to  the  Ruffians^  who  retired  in  jiift  the  fame 
propdrtioti  he  advanced.     They  abandoned  their  pofk  in  Zi* 
thuatiia^  while  he  advanced  to  Gfddfiv.     The  troopa  affem-- : 
bled  about  that  city  could  not  be  encouraged c  by  the  .czar's. 
prefence  to  ftand  their  ground  :    he  had  come'  from  tVarfisfm 
tt)  perfu^de  them  to  difpute  the<  eaenrjy'e  approach  5    but  hi$ 
was  now  forced  to  (hare  in  the  difg'race  if  a  precipitate  fligbu 
Wrthout  exchanging  a  fingle  blowiw.  T«hey  filed  off  incolumiWf. 
abd  great  numbers  of  ftragglers-  {^\  into  thef  hands  of  the 
Swedes^   before  the  Rujfian  zxmy  reached  Muhihw  oii:  the 
SdriJlhtniSy  where  it  intrenched  in  a  fituation.  thought  inaC7 
celfible  'y.  but  nothing  tould  refiftthe  £tt;^/£r}&.acmy,.  jrefteflied 
and  vigorous  with  long  eafe;  fluflied-Wfth.  victory,- enriched 
with  the  treafures  of  Sakeriyi  and  headed. by  a  prince  deemed 
itivincible.     Charles  croffed  the  Bpri0ines^t  a  place  x:aUed  battle  9f 
Halowiiz^  and  immediately  attacktd  ^tbe .  i?2/j^«  ''^^^^'^ch- Holowitz* 
itients,    whfere  he  was  oppofed  by:  the  generals  CTxremttoff 
and  Men%ikpff  in  perfoii)  with  fcv^ral  battalions  and  the  biillc 
of  the  Ru]lianQ2;!^zhy,    They  fuftained  'the  fhock  with  unex- 
pected firmnefs,  and  the  engagement  lafied  for  the  fpace  of 
four  hours  with  unparalleled  fury.     At  length  the  Ruffian 
front  line  was  brbke,  upon  which  Czerermuff  drew  off  his 
forces  to  the  great  in  trench  ment  in  the  rcar^  after  having 
near  fqur  thoufand  men  killed  on  the  field  of  battle,   and 
near  an  equal  number  wounded  and  taken  prifoners  ;    an  ad- 
vantage which  the  Swedes  purchafed  with  the  price  of  mgch 
^)ood(hed,    About' midnight  he  decamped  fileatly>  abandon- 

^  inj 
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\  11^  AftabilaWf  a  place  of  confiderable  ftreogtb,  rather  than 

running  the  hazard  of  expofing  the  army  under  his  com- 
mand, and  made  not  the  fmalleft  halt  to  refreih  the  troops 
until  he  arrived  within  fourteen  leagues  of  SmoIemJta.  >  Here 
it  was  that  the  czar  joined  his  army,  while  CbarUs  purfued, 
determining  to  pu(h  his  way  to  the  capital  of  Ru/pa,  and  dic- 
tate there  as  he  had  done  at  Cracow  and  Drejdeti ;  a  pleafiQg 
dream  and  flattering  illufion  which  foon  vaniibed,  and  from 
the  fun^mit  of  profperity  plunged  him  headlong  to  the  very 
abyfs  of  misfortune. 

Thb  refolution  which  CW/ri  bad  formed  of  penelraung 
into  Rujfia  was  no  way  favourable  to  the  peculiar  circtun- 
ftances  of  Siantfiam.  He  had  delivered  him  from  the  maia 
army  of  the  Kujftam^  but  ftill  .there  remained  a  fufiicieot 
ftrength  tbexercife  the.utmoft  courage  and  ability  of  the  new 
monarch.-  ^imawiski^  inflexible  to  all  the  .propofals  that  bad 
been:  made,  and  unQuken  by  (he  fuipicions  of  his  fidelity 
entertained  by  the  czar^  was  at  the  head  of  a  bpdy  of  confe- 
derate-forces.  This  chief  rather  rejoiced  at  the  defeat  of  the 
Ru^nsy  as  it  occafioned  the  removal  of  the  Swedes ;  all  he 
wanted  was  to  gain  time,,  which  would  necefTariiy  acquire 
ftrength.  He  had  taken  up  his  quarters  in  Sandamir^  while 
Stanf/iaus  W2i3  bufied  in  Lithuania  i  feveral  overtures  of  agree- 
ment were  made  to  him  by  Mr.  B^nac  the  French  minifter ; 
hW.  they  were  fliifted'  ,off^  in  expectation  that  fome  fudden 
turn  pf  .fortune  would  enable  him  to  ftipulate  better  condir 
tions;  He  was  too  much  a  politician  not  to  difcover  tbac  the 
vi6tbries  gained  by  the  Swtdi/b  monarch  would  prove  his  de- 
ftf  uttton ;  and  that  the  repeated  lo8e<  of  the  czar,  which 
he  cduld  fo  eafily  repair,  would  in  the^ifTue  teach  him  to  beat 
bis  coiiqaerotSf  after  they  were  reduced  by  fatigue,  famine, 
ahd'pettpctual  (kimiiIhing;..For  thefe  reafons  he  kept  aloof, 
and  received  from  time  to  time  fuch  intelligence  from  the 
ctL9}^  as  confirmed  him.  in  his  opinion.  Of  this  nature  was 
the  news  of  the  defeat  -at  Lefno^  which  the  Ruffians  magnified 
greatly  beybnd  truth,  while  the  Swedes  denied  that  it  was  of 
half  the  confcq^ence  which  it  really  praved. 

When  Charles  had  refolved  to  enter  the  Ukraine^  he  fent 
orders  to  general  Lewenhaupt^  at  that  time  in  Livonia^  to  join. 
him  with  a  convoy  of  cloaths,  provifion, . and  ammunition 
for  the  army.  Lewenbaupt  made  ample  provifion  of  tbefe 
necefiaries,  and  advanced  with  fifteen  thoufand  men  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  palatinate  of  Smdenskoy  when  he  was 
unexpeftedly  attacked  by  the  (:*ar  at  the  village  Lefno.  The 
a6lion  was  obftinate  and  bloody,  terminating  at  length  to  the 
^cjv'aniage  of  the  Ruffians^  who  ^ad  fuch  a  fu^riority  in  num- 
ber 
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i)ers  as  retidered  it  tmpoflible  for  the  enemy  to  rcfift.  How* 
cvcrLetvenhaupt  made  good  his  retreat,  and  joined  the  king 
in  his  camp,  notivithftanding  Peter  very  politicly  boafted  as 
if  he  had  obtained  a  complete  vi3ory,  in  order  to  infpire  hfs 
Pvlt/b  allies  ^ith  courage,  and  to  efface  gradually  tbofe  dread- 
ful notions  which  his  foldiers  entertained  of  the  valour  und 
Brengtti  of  the  Swedes.  The  truth  is,  this  affair  ought  more 
than  ever  to  have  confirmed  the  Ruffians  in  their  opinion : 
Lewenhaupt  had  for  three  fucceffivc  days  refitted  the  whole 
ftrength  of  the  czar,  stnd  at  length  joined  the  Swedijh  army 
unconquered,  after  having  flain  thirty  thoufand  of  hfs  ene- 
tnies ;  but  it  was  enough  for  Peter  that  he  haddcftroycd  the 
fruits  of  the  expedition,  deprived  the  Swedijh  army  of  the 
cloaths  and  other  neceflaries,  of  which  they  were  in  the  ut- 
moft  want,  and  reduced  the  invincible  king  to  the  very  brink 
bf  deftruiSion,  without  hazardirjg  a  general  a6lion,  in  which 
he  knew  he  muft  be  worfted,  until  the  ftrength  and  vigour  of 
the  enemy  were  broke  with  fatigue,  hunger,  cold,  and  difeafe. 
It  was  not  long  after  this  a6tion  mxh  Lewenhaupt  that  the  King  of 
famous  battle  of  Pultowa  happened  ;  an  cv^nt  which  we  have  Sweden 
already  explicitly  recorded.  It  is  fuflicient  therefore  that  wtde/eated. 
here  trace  its  influence  on  the  affairs  of  Poland*. 

*  Univ.  Hift.  vol.  xxxiii  pag.  366,  367,  &  feq. 


SECT.      X. 

Containing  the  flijiory  of  Poland,    to  tie  Death  of 
V     Augyiftus. 

AUGUSTUS   and  STANISLAUS. 

AUGUSTUS  always  regarded  the  treaty  oi  Ali-Ranjtadt  Augxa^xi^ 
*^^  as  a  compulfive  ad  that  was  no  longer  binding  than  «i^  Stani- 
while  the   king  of  Sweden  zouM    enforce  the  obfervance.  Haus. 
Thefewcre  fentiments  which  the  czar  afliduoufly  cheriflied  ; 
for  which  purpofe  he  fent  envoys  fecretly  to  Drefden^  to  con- 
c<*rt  the  plan  of  a  treaty  with  the  depofed  king,  and  proper 
meaftfres  for  his  re-afcending  the  throne  of  Poland.     Sinio- 
wiski  was  privy  to  the  intrigue,  and  promifcd  to  affift  the 
feheme  thit  was  laid,  with  the  whole  force  of  the  confcdc- 
l^ate  irmy  5   but  Augujius^  rendered  wary  by  fad  experience^  , 
and  jtiftru^ed  hy  misfortune,  embraced  with  the  utmoft  cau- 
t^k&n  rAeafures  which  might  endanger   him  beyond  remedy, 
ih&uld  the  fortune  of  \ht  Swedijh  monarch  prevail  in  Mufcwjy 
3  a9 
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as  ir  h^d  in  Poland  and  Saxony.     The  arrival  of  his  Dant0 
toajefty  at  the  court  of  Drejden,  had  aheady  fuggefted  tp  th^ 
public  the  idea  that  fome  vzry  extraordmai'y  projeds  were  iq 
Change  W^^gitation.     The  afpe^  of  affairs  in  Poland  began  to  change 
affairs  in  f  very  day^  and  the  confederate  artny  under  Siniowiiki  was 
Poland,     now  reinforced  by  twenty  thoufand  Ruffians^  who  foon  after 
defeated  a  body  of  fix  thoufand  Lithuanian^  commznitA  by 
the  young  prince  Sapieha^  with  the  lofs  of  feven  hundred  men 
flain  in  the  field,   and  a  confiderable  number  of  prifoners. 
The  eveni;  of  the  battle  of  Pultowa  intirely  turned  the  fcalc 
of  fortune,   and  fully  determined  Augujim  openly  to  avow 
his  intention  of.  breaking  the  treaty  of  Ranjiadu  -  and  re- 
afcending  the  throne   of  Poland^  which  it   was  plain  S/tf^ 
nijlaus  would  be   in  no  condition  to  difputc.     To  him  the 
czar  firft  notified  that  fignal  vidory,  by  which  he  fully  re- 
venged himfelf  on  the  Swedijh  monarch,  now  a  fugitive  in 
the  Turkijh  dominions.     While  his  troops  were  in.  purfuit  of 
the  remains  of  the  Swedijh  army,  he  invited  Augujius  to  re-!- 
new  the  very  fame  treaty  that  had  been  broke  by  the  engage- 
ments which  the  Polijh  monarch  contracted  at  Alt-RanftadU 
He  promifed  now  to  affill  him  againft  all  his  enemies,  if  he 
would  enter  the  territories  of  the  republic,  and  place  himfelf 
at  the   head  of  the   confederacy;    and  Augujius^  who  only 
waited  for  the  happy  occafion,  readily  embraced  thfS  propofal, 
and   immediately  entered  upon  preparations  for  his  return. 
He  began  with  founding  the  opinions  of  the  neighbouring 
princes  with  refpeft  to  his  defign  of  reafcending  the  throne 
of  Poland.     His  ambaffadors  were  fent  to  thank  the  maritime 
|>o;wers  for  thrir  cotiftant  refufal  to  acknowledge  StaniJIaus  \ 
but  there  were  not  wanting  perfon$  who  earneflly  exhorted 
him  to  lay  afide  all  ambitious  views,  by  which  he  had  been 
fo  extraordinary  a  fufferer,  and  content  himfelf  with  the  en- 
joynvent  of  his  hereditary  dominions,  which  he  now  happily 
poffefled  undi^urbed.     But  revenge  co-operated  with  amt>i- 
tion  in  ^eitmi\v\v\g  Auguftus  to  rejeft  advice  which  he  thought 
favoured  more  of  cowardice  than  of  political  prudence.    He 
therefore  purfued  his  own  inclinations,  and  publifhed  a  mani- 
fefto  in  juftification  of  bis  condudl.    In  this  piece  he. enu- 
merated all  the  tranfa6tions  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  painted  in  the  moft  odious  light  the  arbitrary  oppceffive 
jponduA  of  the  king  of  SifJeden^  reafoncd  upon  the  nullity  of 
:tbc  cleftiop  of  Stanijhus^  vindicated  himfelf  for  a  breach  of 
the  treaty  o{  Alt'Ranjladu  which  he  declared  to  be  the  moft 
violent  jrefl:raint  ever  laid  upon  any  prince,  and   into  which 
Jip  had  been  beuayed  by  his  own  fervants  ;  he  declared  his  in- 
|,$jOtipn  of  fe-jpftablifl:iing  himf^f  op  thp  throne  of  Poland;  ani 
;.  ^  '  "  •  '  cpnclydcjl 
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concluded^ with  add reffing  himfelf  to  all  the  Chriftian  kings, . 
electors,  princes,  and  ftates,  requefting  their  affiftance  as 
they  regarded  juftice,  order,  religion^  and  the  moft  folemn 
engagements. 

The  world  was  by  no  means  furprtfed  at  the  publication     .    -. 
of  this  manifefto ;    it  was  generally  cxpcSed  that  Augujius 
would  pay  no  regard  to  the  treaty  with  Sweden  fliould  he  i|^'^^^^ 
ever  have  it  in   bis  ppwer  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  ^^^  pubUfhed 
crown ;    yet  the  impreflions  which  it  made  were  as  various  ^  Auguf- 
as  the  prejudices  and  interefts  of  the  individuals  whonl   i^tus. 
concerned.     Thofe  who  lamented  the    misfortunes  of  this 
prince,  and  were  melted  into  compa/Hon  while  be  was  ex- 
pofed  to  'the  infults   of  the  king  of  Sweden^   now  changed 
the  objeft,    poured  out  thtir  tears  for  the  gallant  Charks^ 
and  exclaimed  againft  Augujius  as  ungrateful  and  perfidious,     ^ 
becaufe  he  broke  the  (hameful  bondage  to  which  he  had  been 
forced  to.  fubmit^    Many  cried  out  againfi  the  king  for  mak- 
ing ufe  of  fo  thin  a  varnifh  as  the  allegation  that  his  agents 
had  exceeded  their  inftrutSions*     His  committing  a  blank 
paper  figned  into  their  hands,  to  be  filled  up  as  the  king  of 
Sweden  dire<3ed,,  was  a  confeffion  that  the  envoy  could  not 
exceed  his  commtflion,  and  that  the  very  worft  which  could  ^ 

happen  was  expefted  :  befides,  it  was  impoffible,  they  affirm- 
ed, that  perfons  accuftomed  to  tranfa£l:  bufinefs  of  ftate.could 
either  be  deceived  or  intimidated  intd  meafures  contrary  to 
their  inclination^.  Their  degradation  apd  imprifonitient, 
with  the  cruel  fentence  of  traitors  paffed  on  Pfingjien  and 
Jmhoff^  after  the  publicatfon  of  the  manifefto,  were  regarded 
as  ftrokes  of  policy,  and  fadtifices  to  the  honour  of  the  prince 
rather  than  proofs  of  the  guilt  of  the  commiffio^ers  entrufted 
with  the  treaty.  They  infifted  that  the  act  of  ratification  was 
(iifficient/or  their  juftification ;  but  they  did  not  refle6t  that  this 
very  aift  was  fraudulently  obtained,  as  'Pfingjien  neither  durft 
mention  it  to  his  matter  in  the  tranfports  of  his  anger,  nor 
return  without  it  to  the  king  of  Sweden.  They  argued  that 
the  letter  which  Charles  forced  him  to  write  to  Staniflausj 
was  a  fufficientdircharge  to  the  Poles  of  their  allegiance ;  as 
if  an  ad  extorted  by  violence  could  be  of  equal  force  with 
one  voluntarily  granted.  Upon  the  whole,  it  fcarce  occur- 
red  to  any  of  the  politicians  who  aiTumfsd  to  themfelves  the 
province  of  deciding  the  equity  of  this  aiFair,  that  the,  king- 
ele(9tor  was  adlually  difcharged  from  all  his  engagements  by 
the  repeated  breach  of  articles  committed  hy  his  Swedijh  ma-  . 

jefty.  To  this  the  advocates  for  Auguftus  add,  that  the  laws 
of  nations  fuppofe  that  when  a  vi<Storious  power  abiifes  his  fu- 
jperiority  by  prefcribing  cruel  and  unjuft  conditions  to  the  coor 
''^  •  .  ^       .quered,  ' 
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quered,  the  engagements  (hall  fubfift  no  longer  than  while 
the  prevailing  power  maintains  its  fuperiority.  The  moment 
the  balance  is  altered,  the  other  will  naturally  refume  its 
equality,  like  a  fubftance  fpecifically  lighter  than  water,  which 
floats  on  the  furface  the  moment  the  power  is  removed 
that  kept  it,  under.  The  terrible  manner  in  which  the  king 
of  Sweden  treated  the  eleSorate  of  Saxony  is  a  prefumption 
that  he  did  not  expecl  Auguftm  would  long  adhere  to  his 
engagements,  and  he  therefore  deprived  him  of  all  refources 
by  draining  his  hereditary  dominions. 

WiTHotJT  regard  to  the  difFerent  opinions  of  mankind, 
,  Auguftm  fet  out  for  Lufatia  immediately  after  the  publication 
of  his  manifcfto,  and  reviewed  a  body  of  thirteen  thoufaod 
men,  chiefly  cavalry,  of  the  troops  of  the  eledlorate.  Here 
fevera!  of  the  Polijh  nobility  came  to  invite  him  to  return  to 
the  dominions  of  the  republic,  and  accordingly  he  begun  his 
march  on  the  twentieth  of  Auguft  through  the  dutchy  of  Si- 
ifia.  His  approach  was  fufficient  to  diffipate  that  dream  of 
grandeur  in  which  ^tanijlaus  had  been  wrapped  ever  fince  the 
departure  of  Auguftus  from  Cracow*  He  now  faw  himfelf 
abandoned  upon  afl  hands,  his  protedor  a  fugitive,  and  his 
rival  fupported  by  the  moft  powerful  monarch  of  the  North. 
Filled  with  apprehenfion,  he  wrote  to  the  emperor,  the  ma- 
ritime powers,  and  the  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of  AluRan- 
ftadt\  but  they  fcarce  deigned  an  anfwer.  Upon  this  he 
publiflied  his  Vnherfalia^  explaining  the  motives  that  induced 
him  to  afcend  the  throne,  declaring  that  as  he  had  taken  the 
diadem  with  a  view  tp  the  prefervation  of  liberty,  he  was 
noW  ready  to  renounce  it^  could  that  facrifice  anyway  pro- 
mote the  tranquillity  and  peace  of  his  country.  1  his  was  a 
generous  declaration,  though  few  people  believed  it  was  fin- 
cere.  It  was  now  impoilible  to  maintain  himfelf  in  the 
throne;  and  even  his  hope  of  efcaping  imprifonoient  de- 
pended wholly  upon  the  bpdy  of  Poles  under  Potosb\  and  the 
Swedijh  army  commanded  by  general  Krajfaw^  under  whofe 
protcftion  S/<2«//&tt;  now  ^placed  himfelf.  This  general  com- 
manded an  army  of  ten  thoufand  men,  all  experienced  inured 
foldiers  :  he  could  depend  on  their  valour,  were  matters  to 
be  determined  by  a  fingle  pitched  battle ;  but  he  faw  himfelf 
gradually  hertimed  in  by  the  Rujftans^  the  P^/w,  and  the  Sax- 
ons. Krajfaw  ^emzuit<&  a  paflage  from  the  court  of  BerUn 
^^'  into  Swedijh  Pomerania^  and  was  denied  :    however  the  necef- 

^S  ^  .  fity  of  removing  his  prcfcnt  fituation,  obliged  him  to  break 
fl*     '^J*  through  ceremonies,  pafs  through  the  Prujftan  domintens, 
u^omt-    ^"^  arrive  with  Sianijlaus  at  Stettin^  after  having  obferved 
rania.    "   ^"^'^  ftrift  difcipUnfe  in  bis  march,  that  h\%  Prujffian  m2]^y 
'  .  had 


ImuI  fib  cauft  of'coanpiafnt.  '  OreiMttunnbors  of  ctrrlagea wert 
filM  wkh  plate  which  the  Swedes  carried  off  from  tht  Polijh 
Itairches,  to  fuppty  the  defilcieiMiy  in  the  exorbitant  contri- 
bucioot  impofed.    The  unhappy  country  Ued  equally  under 
the  cmel  ravages  of  thofe  who  oiHed  themfetves  friends,  and 
openly  cotife&d  their  enmity.     Eveii  her  own  children  fat- 
Amcd  itp^  the  i^oTiis  of"  the  republic,  every  one  ftriving  to 
faveibmeching^xit  of  the  general  fhipwreck^  and  to  convert 
k  ftuUk  calamtty^to  private  emolmnenc. 
r   jft/Gf75T£/*'' toad  no  fooner  received  advice  of  the  retreat 
bf  lh«  ^edes,   thwn  he  was  certain  that  tli6  oppoStion  in 
Pvhnd  Bittft  be  iniwiiftderable ;   but  he  dreaded  left  the  Sum* 
^(ffi' general  AioQid  make  an  inupcton  int6  the  eleSorate* 
'ihftdski  imbed,  who  continued  in  Pokud  tt  the  head  of  a 
b6<iy  0^  the  forces  of  the  country,  threw  out  fome  menaces 
ag&inft  idxmf ;    io  prevent,  therefore,  a  meafare  that  might 
Wiatfienried  widi  the  worft  conficqcrences,  jtugujittskton.foot^ 
"Mr  neatitaliiy  for-  the  German  dominions  of  all  parties ;   and  as  ^^^^j^y 
^hJ9  appeared  cMiaajly  to  the  advantage  of  the£ti;^ii^i  and^^x*-^''^  '^ 
^»x,  both  readily  agreed  to  a  negotiation.     General  J&'^Z^Bitt^ernian 


i  fenfible  thfat  the  empire  would  oppo&  a  farther  attempt ^^^y^^ 

t$fi>^0^;    he  knew  that  the  emperor  was  greatly  provoked 

mt  Omrhs  for  the  indifFerence  with  which  he  regarded  the 

imperial  dignity  \    and  he  befides  thought  that  an  irruption 

iiito  the  king's  Gtrman  dominions  would  be  furnifliing  a  dan- 

'^ous  example  for  the  kivaiion  of  the  Swedifif  provinces  in 

thief  empire,  cotffldering  the  variety  of  powers  who  were  ready 

10  catth  at  the  fmaJleft  handle,  and  turn  the  flighted  pretext 

to  the  gratification  of  their  ambition  or  revenge.    There  was 

liardiy  a  ftate  in  Eunpe  that  did  not  dread  the  fierce  difpofi- 

4ion  of  Cbarleey  moft  of  them  bad  received  fome  haughty  mef- 

-£ige,  or  been  treated  with  a  mortifying  contempt,    for  thefe 

-salons  Krtijito  gladly  confented  to  the  neutrality  which  the 

courts  of  Fiefna,  London^  and  the  fiates-general  offered  to 

guaranteed  however,  he  ftill  rcferved  a  liberty  of  retra£Hng^ 

'in  eah  the  treaty  proved  difagreeable  to  the  king,  then  an. 

exile  ki  Turkf ;    and  this  provifo  foon  appeared  to  be  necef- 

fary,  soCharks  rejeSed  the  treaty  with^  as  much  contempt  as 

if  be  had  fttil  fought  at  d)e  head  of  a  vi£lorious  army,  inftead 

4if  being  a  dependent  for  daily  fubfiftence  on  the  generofity 

of  a  barbarous  prince  and  people. 

STJNJ8LM/S  had  now  exactly  changed  (ituations  with 
jfujjiii/lus.  He  faw  no  probability  of  retaining  the  regal  dig- 
nity, and  he  eameftly  wilhed  to  fee  the  repofe  of  his  coun- 
try OA^  niore  reftored.  It  was  from  this  confidefation  that 
be  had  made  feme  overtures  towards  an  abdication,  which  oc- 
MoPi  Hist.  Vox..  XXXIV,  C  c  «- 


:\ 


'^t6  ^it  M/lcf}  cf.  Pdlarid; 

calioned  Char bs  in  hb  exiie  to  anfwer  coMIy,  when  ittnA 
mentioned  to  hlin.— ^'*  liSianiJlaus  will  not  be  king,  I  will 
*<  beftow  the  crown  elfewhece."  He  was  ignorant  at  dhat 
time  of  the  dorm  that  was  gathering  againft  Sweden^  and 
regarded  the  return  of  Jugujius  Xo  Poland  z%  a  matter  of  very 
litde  confequence.  To  all  this  Stantjlaus  was  an  eye-wttnels : 
he  faw  the  czar  filing  off  troops  to  zXXzkSl  Livmia^  the  king 
o(  Denmark  ready  to  fall  upon  Schoneriy  while  Auguftuiy  at 
the  head  of  a  numerous  army  compofed  of  Polet^  Saxons,  and 
:MuJc6viteSy  was  reducing  all  the  palatinates  of  the  republic. 
The  palatii^es  of  Mazovia  and  Lublin  had  tai^en  the  benefit 
of  the  amnefty  which  the  king  granted  on.  his  return  i  and 
Stamjlauf  himfelf  advifed  the  great'  men,' who  were  willing 
to  ftand'to  the  laft  by  him,  to  fave  the  remainder  of  tbek 
fortunes  by  a  timely  acknowledgment  of  their  error]  and  iiib* 
miffion  to  fuperior  power.  Many  followed  his  advice;  the 
court  oi  Auguftus  was  crowded  with  pretended  penitents^  and 
a  few  only  had  the  generofity  to  face  adverfity,  and  ptefer 
poverty  with  Stantjlaus  to  wealth  with  a  prince  whom  tbey 
bad  oppofed  out  of  principle.  - 

f  About  this  time  Jugujius  and  the  czar  had  an  intervtews^ 

iffwMa  ^^j  ^j^^  p^j^^  thought  this  a  proper  opportunity  to  re^ueft 
Aueuftus  ^^^^  ^^  would  withdraw  his  armies  from  .  a  countiy  fo  }ex* 
and  the  ^^^^^^  '**^  ^^  ^^"'^  fcarcc  maintain  the  natural  irthabitapis. 
c«ar  Pe-  They  alfo  defired  that  the  Polijh  prifoners  in  his  haiids  tnighl: 
Cer.  ^  furrendered  to  them,  particularly  th^  under 'general  of  2ji- 

ihuania ;  but  the  czar,  who  did  not  care  to  give  an  abTo^ 
lute  denial,  found  means  to  prevaricate, .  becaufe  be  appre^ 
hended  the  return  of  the  SweMJb  army  (hould  Poland  be  -  left 
deftitute  of  forces.  As  tothe  prifoners,  ^he  faid,  that  infiead 
of  releafing  them  he  had  a  right  to  demand  from  tht  repub^. 
lie  feveral  noblemen  whom  he  accufed  as  deferters  to  Stani^ 
Jlaus,  though,  on  finding  a  change  in  that  prince's  circum- 
ilances,  they  returned  to  their  duty,  or  rather  to  what  they 
perceived  to  be  their  intereft.  ,  IViefnowiski  zni  Smstlgifii 
were  the  principal  objeds  of  the  czar's  refentment ;  they  had 
embraced  the  party  ot  Stantjlaus  out  of  hatred  to  theRuJ/tanSj 
and  being  taken  prifoners  by  the  czar,  they  expeded  the  moft 
fevere  treatment  which  an  indignant  barbarian  could  invent ; 
while  on  the  other  hand  Poniatowski  and  the  palatine  of  Kttw 
fluck  fad  by  the  fortune  of  Stamijlaus,  accompanied  him  m 
his  exile,  and  preferred  death  and  banifhment  to  fubmilEon 
and  thetlifgrace  of  abandoning  their  principles.  * 

As  the  court  of  Augujlus  yfzs  filled  with  fenators,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  hold  a  council,  and  notify  to  the  public  the 
king's  return,  and  to  exhort  all  men  to  pay  the  ufnal  obe- 

-     dicnce 


.tftnibe  i^  tte*  ibveretgo:  i  Apfdteitaon  .wa9  IflcewiTe  ixlade  f6  Ti^^  ^<^ 
•th4i^it}ofjiiatM»;t&'releafe  the  Jcing  from  the  c^Mgatiom at^l'ves 
.€9mmd^b)(<<he>treatf]Nbfl/./l&*£ai^W/ ;    s  kw  of  the  more  AuguHas 
fteoder  cc^iaibwetoi^  ibe  h  feeiiig  him  rtSLSiitnc,/rom  the 

mibQix%  t{ca^9^?iLhat  i^siicm  whicb:he  l&d^^  folechnly  re-^g^g^- 
*fiOttnG^9  iswd  pw^ttBcd  by  the. .anoft  fecrpd  obligations  t6 **^"^''  ^^?* 
.another.    Tlw  poetiff'^  tabfolving  power,  waould  appif  remc-^??^''  ^ 
jdii^.ito-te.faund  >aKithfer  io :  policy  itor '  hunian  realbn  ;   the '  '.^^^^^ 
-  4;viK^io  gmtited  thorabfolutioa  required,  ahd.^11  good  Catho-  ^^{^^^ 
lic^rW^peithen  ^unanimous  that  the.  oaths  taken  by  Auguflm 
were  of  «o  figntficacioEn*    This  was  followed  by  writs  iflued 
.for^boldif1g  ^  graadJoiuiicil  on  the  fourth .  of  February^  pre^ 
tvious  to  which  ihe  king  made,  a  viiit  to  War/aw^  and  then 
'f^^i?F4?j^.,.'His^j!etiini  ta  theele<Storate«,.and  the  arrival  of 
the  king  oi  PruJJia  at  Leipftcij  excfcifed .  the  wits  of  pollti- 
w^anfs..  'The:  tWolkthgshad  ah  interview,  and  it' was  gene- 
4jrs()l}f  belibved  thiS^ray^an  was  concerted  not  very  ikvourable 
toS^Oedejii  A0\i\^the.prey  of  every  neighbouring  power  that. 
h|rlwife4  th^.fe^da.of  aoibition^  of  refentmem/ or  of  ava- 
rice.   Jnguftus  retuirne^  to  Warfam.  two  days  before  the  meet«- 
;i9g  of  the  ,gr^t  council^  and  wa$  received  with  the  warmeft 
•c^cHigratu)atiQQS,^f:.  the  nobility.  .  He  was  earneft  to  \iviit 
:l|ts  alliancerwit^  tbe  czar  approved,. ^aod  the  treaty  confirmed 
by  t)ie  fcpublic.i,    Tbt3::afFair.  wai  propofed  to   the  great 
.council.^    the.  fenators.  tanged  therpfelves  oh  the  fide  of  the 
.courts  ai^  prdfei&d .  tbeodfelves  at  the  kine.'s  devotion ;   but 
otbors  of  th^  nobility  made  (Vigorous  .oppontion,   and  every 
dayJ)rought  fr^.  ioiipediments.    The  points  propofed.  by  t)»^ 
fen^tors  were  .the  foHowing ;    that  a  general  pardon  ffaould 
.be  granted,  except  lo  ^^  Danfzichrs^  whofe' obftinacy  de^  . 

ferved  p^ifliment  $  that  the  war  againft  Sweden  ihould  b^ 
profecut^d,  as  the  only  means  of  eftabliihing  a  folid  peace*; 
that  the  republic  fhpuld  levy  ta  formidable  army,'  and  provide 
the  ways  and  meahs  of  fubfkftence;  that  the  czar  {houU 
be  required  to  maintain  firid  difcipUne)  to  pay  the  fubfidies 
due,  and  to  evacuate  .  al)  the  places  belonging  to  the  repub- 
lic ;  that  the  treaty  v^fith  his  czarifh  majefty  fhould  be  con- 
firo^d  by  thescouncil ;  and  that  provifion  (hould  be  made 
for  the  fecurity  of  the. barrier  towns^  particularly  the  for-^ 
trefies  of  La  Triniti  and  Kaminieci 

HowJ^VER  reafonable  thefe  propofals  might  appear,  fcaree  Qreai 
a   fingle  article  efcaped  fevere '  firidures  from  the  oppofite  council  ct/* 
party.     The  debates  grew  warmj  and  fome  nuncios  wereym^Zn/. 
wound  up  to  fo  extraordinary  a* pitch  of  paiTion,  that  declar-    A.  D. 
.  ing.the  throne  vacant  they  demanded  a  new  elef^ion.     At     '?"cr. 
laft,  after  the  moft  violent  contentions,  and  fome  bloodffied, 

C  c  2  the 


Ae  lefelu&as  of  dttafibnby  took4i  torn  fatwiurdUe4*  iA^^ 
tmy  and  concluded  with  the  fuUeqoent  d9cw»  v  Atttbejcreaty 
concluded  with  the  Ruffians  (boM  be  ntiied  bjr4becoofirit  $ 
that  the  anajr  (bould  be  eftabiiflwd  ^  the  tooihtg  prop«fe4 
bjr  the  king  and  feaate ;  that  die  public  reYemie^  ihd<M  bis 
levied  bf  the  great  IreaTurer  of  the  etmm^  md  the.  amiy 
paid  out  of  the  tDOsey  fi>  colIeAed  $  that  tbe>  difpute^  'KU- 
tive  to  JDoJ^tziek  and  71t«nf  flioold  be  fefet9«d  to-  coictfAif- 
fioners ;  that  the  tax  laid  upon  mills  ibould  be  levied  to  4iS^ 
charge  the  debt  due  to  the  court  M)t  BirSm^  m  raftlbiit  tif 
EMng ;  that  a  fum  of  money  ihouU  be  iffiied  #ut  of  tte 
treafiiry^  in  reward  of  the  faithful  ftnrices  of  coimt  p^mtkffj 
and  odier  perfona  fpecifi^d  in  the  refolutioft  of  the  council ; 
and  that  amba&dors  ihould  be  fent  Co  the  caar,  the  Gtanff 
Seignior,  and  the  cham  of  Tartaty. 

In  this  manner  ended  difputes  which  had  threatened  the 

revival  of  civil  commotions^  now  happily  quieted  \  but  things 

did   not  altogether  anfwer  the  expefiattda  df  IhtJ/h^i^gf 

deputy  of  Dantfsick.    He  had  long-  q>plied  in  vain  ht  4m  ao* 

^dieoce  of  the  king  :    at  laft  he  obtained  his  teiiueft,  wisb 

admitted  into  the  royal  prefence,  and  fliarply  repR>a<tbed' with 

ireafon  committed  by  his  countrymen,  firft»  in  Ittirrendi^Htijg; 

the  king's  eflinSb,  depofited  with  riiem  in  tn^,  «>the  Swidtfy 

neict,  in  rudely  and  infolemly  fliutttng  their  gati^  ki  tht  (H^ 

o£  their  iovereign  when,  he  claimed  their  aflftance  $    and, 

laftly,  in  refufing  to  acknowledge  Mm  after  he  was  re-^d- 

*   bliihed  on  the  throne  by  th^  yoke  of  iheiffttkHu    Augnfiti 

refuftd  to  give  the  deputy  any  (atisfadiofi  with  i^fpefi  to  hb 

.demands,  and  referred  biqi  to  the  sefolutions  of  tbc^  grand 

^..  council.   When  the  commiffioners  met  on  the  affair  OTl)a»^ 

^uV*    »V1,  the  king  demanded  five  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  fb 

Paiuzick.  in^<>>nify  ^^  cflFe^s  furretidered  fo  the  iviHiei ;   nor  vih>uU 

*  be  mitigate  the  puniOimciit  incurrsd  by  felony,  which  be 
tteft  intirely  to  the  difcretion  of  the  commiffioneri.     The 

Da>U%ickin  ofFeied  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  thoufand 
iorips}    but  this  the  king  reCafed,   infMed'  iip<Ni    the  full 

•  value,  and  threatened  to  demand  it  at  the  head  of  an  ar« 
•my.    Thefe  menaces  fet  the  burgbers  on  making  preparations 

for  their  defence ;  fome  hundred  of  foldiers  were  levied,  as 
^  if  that  force  were  fufficicnt  to  proted  a  large  city  agamft  the 
united  fbength  of  Pohnd  and  Saxony  :  happily  however  for 
them,  certain  powers  interpofed  in  their  behalf,  out  of  refp^ 
to  whom  Auguftm  funk  in  bis  pretenfions,  compromtfed  the 
•>iiffair,  and  accepted  for  payment  a  cuftom  on  certain  mer- 
chandise for  a^  limited  term,  which  was  deemed  equivalent 
to  the  effc&s« 

3  By 


Hr  thii  time  thei  icing  of  Dnmatk  bad  openty  AeAkvtk 
sMiinfl  Sfudukn^  and  ^Aually  made  an  frruptiea  int(d  4&^«yr, 
wh^rahfs  troopt  w^re  defeated  hy  i}eii6  SwiSJb  general  SirWir^ 
fcrf.  The  cur,  infomied  of  this  advantage  gained  by 
Im  enemieiy^  entered  into  treaty  with  his  Damjh  ^  inajefty> 
whereby  he  engaged  to  make  a  diverfion  in  Finland^    By  ,    ^ 

tbefe  oieam  it  was  that  Pitir  got  poflefBon  of  H^ihurg  an4 
Itig€^.  pbcet  of  the  ttttnoft  CfMsfequeace  to  the  execution  of 
bk  vaft  OHnittercial  projedl.    A«  if  the  combinaftion  againft  Schemes  nf 
the  fijgitife  Okarks  was  not  yet  fttflkiently  ftrong,  Auguflm  Auguftu^' 
laboured  to  detach  the  grand  vizier  from  his  intereft  \   but 
his  utmoft  endeavours  proved  fruitkfs ;   the  royal  exile  kept 
«ip  a  ftrong  intereft  at  the  P#r/#,  and,  by  means  of  fome 
faithful  agents,  eflFetfted  revolutions  in  the  Turldfti  miniftry, 
as  if  be  had  adually  direded  the  helm  of  government.  Tliia 
point  failing,  he  contrived  other  meafures  for  accpmplifhing 
the  iame  purpofes,  namely,  that  of  ruining  Sweden^  and  ob)ig-« 
-ing  StOMiflaui  to  renounce  the  crown  of  P$land  by  a  formal 
snftrunscnt.    That  prince  depended  lb  impticitiy  upon  the 
fword  of  the  Swidijh  monarch,  that  he  would  not  venture 
io  abdicate  a  throne  which  he  had  no  chance  of  ever  again 
filing,  though  bis  fingle  coflceffion  would  have  procured 
^him  very  advantageous  conditions  from  Auptfius^  who  ear- 
-neftly  defired  to  Ik  refiored  to  his  dignity  without  difputes^ 
daims,  or  pretenfiona  from  competitors,  who  might  alwaya 
^  have  ii  in  their  power  to  diftutb  his  government.    The  pa- 
latine of  P{/£miii»,  as  ^«f  ^ifi  efieded  to  call  Staniflaus,  had  ^ 
llill  a  party  that  obfiinately  combated  fortune,  and  adhered 
to  his  fate,!  though  without  a  profpeA  of  beiiig  able  to  ren* 
der  him  efie'mial  fervice.    The  palatine  of  Kf&w  over- run 
ftveral  provinces  at  the  head  of  a  little  army,  compofed  of 
fix  thoufand  P#///,  devoted  to  his  intereft,  and  ftrongly  at-* 
tadied  to  the  fortunes  of  Cbarlis  and  Staniflam.    He  latelv 
puUiflied  a  manifefto,  Jn  which  he  threatened  Sakony  with 
an  inyafion  i  ~  but  juft  as  he  was  taking  meafures  to  flrike  fome 
very  fignal  blow,  he  was  furprifed  by  thie  Ruffian  general     A.  IX 
Golix^  and,  after  a  defperate  aaion,  defeated  with  the  lofa  of     '711- 
two  thoufand  men  killed  or  taken  prifoners.    With  thp  re-  ^j^  /«^  . 
floainder  he  croffed  that  ridge  of  mountains  called  Crapach^  *^  tf 
.  ^hich  divides  P$land  from  Hungary^  and  there  joined  iJtf^c/Jt/^^^'**; 
general  of  the  malcontents,  by  which  he  involved  his  Swidt^'^ 
maiefty  in  frefti  difficulties  with  the  court  of  Viemut. 
.    This  was  a  fortunate  incident  to  AugufiuSy  which  he  en- 
deavoured to  improve  to  the  utmoft,     Pomerania  had  hitherto 
cfcaped  the  ravages  of  war,  under  fanSuary , of  the  neutrality 
figned  in  the  year  1709  ;    but  Charles  had  refufed  to  ratify 
the  treaty  \  and  this  lurniflied  the  northern  powers  with  a  fait 

C  c  3  occa«- 


Ocegfion  of  falling  upoi^hiA'G'v'f»0nrfMfiatt9i  '  Juguftm  un* 
dertook  to  drive  the  SW(d(s  <yatoiS%u^i6bfi}  Pjtnuranifi^  in  felf<r 
defipnce,  as  he  pretended  i  and  for  t&i$:piir{K>fe  hebefought 
,  the  affiftance  of  bis^  alliei^. .  Accordib^y  that,  province  wu 
invaded  by  twenty- fiv^rtboufand  Dantt^  tenthouiadd  Saxons^ 
and  fix  thoiifand  Ruffmff,  wbo»'.aftetfotne  other  conquefls of 
lefs  confeq«)ence,  felt  upon.  Sir^^nd,:'..  TVtfinar  was  at  the 
fame  timev  blocked  up  y  but  iii^h  was  the  ardor  of  the  coa<!- 
federates  to  enter  upon  thc'.enterpike,  that  th^  neceflaries 
for  accon)pli(bing  it  were.n^ieA^.:  Cannon  for  battering 
in  breach  were  'entirely  forgot* $•  the.  king  of  Dinmark  dfrr  . 
manded  a  fupply  from  Roflocky  and  met  with  a  repulfe.  la 
^  word,  fp  bad]y  was  the  fpheme  condufled,  that  it  mtfcar^r 
fied,  and  the  princes  returned  in.difgrace  to  their  fcveral  do^ 
^linion8^ 

The  diflionour  with  which' the  Pontfranim  expedition  was 
attended,  had  almoft  been  fvccreded  by  a  total  change  of 
fortune,  the  return  of  CharJes  XII.  to  his  own  dominions, 
^nd  the  reftoration  oi  Stanljbus. »  The  czar,  with  bis  whole 
army,  wa$;  furrounded  by  the  Turks  on  the.  banks  of  the 
Pruthy  and  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity,  wheri,  by  dint  of 
addrefs,  and  well-applied  Turns  of  money,  he  purchafed   a 
peace  of  t;be  vizier,  that  faved  his  army,  and  prevented  ^u- 
guftusy  in  all  probability,  from  being  a  fecond  time  djriven 
.   j^      from  the  throne  of  Poland.    By  this  treaty  the  czar  engaged 
^     *     not  to  interfere  wjih  the  affairs  of  the  republic ;    but  as  won 
#\pril  c!     ^^  ^^  cfcaped  the  danger,  he  eafily  fuggefted  means  to  elude 
Complainn^^^  prQn)i(es,  and  ftill  kept  an  army  on  foot  in  P^landy  not- 
againft  the  withftanding  the  repeated  remonilrances  of  the  people,  who 
P^l^lans.    "'^re  qi|ite  exhajufled.    At  a  diet  affembled  at  Warfawy  it  was 
propofecj,   that  the  king  (hould  make  the'mo(l  prefling  in- 
llances  to  the  c^ar  to  withdraw  his  forces  out  of  all  the 
towns  and  garrifons  of  the  republic,   and  entirely  evacuate 
the  Palijh  territories,  as  the  enemy  were  fufficiently  cruihed, 
and  ther^  remained  not  a  (hadow  of  reafon  for  continuing  any 
longer  to  opprefs  a  nation  which  had   for  fo  many  years 
groaned  under  fcrvitude,  and  bad  '  not  yet  recovered  any  of 
thofe  almoft  fatal  wounds   received  in  the  violent  ftruggle 
for  liberty.     After  warm  debates  this  point  was  carried  ;    and 
n  was  refolved,  that  a  deputation  ibould  be  fent  to  the  czar, 
'       but  not  until  the  oppoiite  party  had  eftabli&ed  certain  opi- 
nions, ^hich  they  deemed  equally  neceffary  to   the  public 
tranquillity  and  happinefs.  The  czar  received  the  deputation  | 
be  promifed  all  that  was  required  ;  every  one  expeded  to  fee 
i\\t  territories  of  the  republic  entirely  cleared  of  foreigners ;  but 

'  ^  Univ,  Hill.  vol.  xxxiii. 
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Pettr  ftill  contrived  pretexts  for  delaying  the  executidn  of 
His  promifes.  ' '  '         '  , 

This  year  likewife  a  general  diet  affembled  2t  PFar/aWy  A.  D. 
todtiiberate  upon  2  variety  of  points  of  the  laft  confequence  1713-  ' 
to  the  good  of  the  kingdom.  Among  others  there  was  one -^i'^»^^' 
that  in  a  particular  manner  engaged  the  public  attention.  It^'^^- 
regarded  the  redu£tion  of  the  troops,  and  the  authority  of  the 
generals^  who  had  of  late  years  aiTiimed  more  power  than 
properly  belonged  to  their  commiffions*  A  deputy  of  San» 
domir  had  the  courage  to  afk  for  what  purpofe,  and  with 
ivhofe  inftrudions,  the  palatines '  of  Podolia  and  Biltz  were 
feat  to  the  Tttr/f/^  frontier,  as  it  was  reported  they  were  to 
meet  commiiTaries  from  the  Porte,  Thie  fame  deputy  alfo 
demanded  to  know  by  whofe  authority  the  Saxon  foldiers  had 
been  incorporated  with  the  Polijh  regiments ;  infifting  that 
the  authors  ibould  be  called  to  account,  and  deliring  to  be 
informed  in  what  manner  the  king  propofed  to  employ  his 
troops  now  that  the  peace  of  the  republic  was  happily  re* 
fiored.  Tbefe  qucftions,  though  propofed'  only  by  a  iingle 
voice,  were  foon  ecchoed  back  by  the  whole  aUembly.  Al- 
moft  all  the  deputies  demanded  of  the  grand-marechal  to 
communicate  thofe  queries  to  the  king,  and  report  to  the 
diet  the  anfwer  he  fliould  receive.  The  marechal  obeyed  j 
Augujius  was  alarmed ;  but  he  did  not  venture  to  give  an 
abfolute  denial  to  the  afiembly.  He  told  them  that  he  had 
the  diet's  authority  to  fend  the  two  palatines  to  confer  with  ' 
the  Turkijh  deputies  \  that  their  inftrudions  were  fecret,  as 
they  certainly  ought  upon  a  fubje£t  of  fo  delicate  a  nature 
and  high  importance ;  and  that  as  to  the  other  two  points, 
he  would  give  ample  fatisfa£tion,  as  foon  as  the  deputies 
thought  proper  to  unite  with  the  fenate.  Otherwife  it  would 
not  be  proper  to  acquaint  the  whole  world  with  the  moft  fe- 
cret trahfa£^ions  of  tbe  cabinet,  by  expofing  them  in  a  pub* 
lie  aflcmbly,  as  their  fuccefs  depended  chiefly  upon  their 
privacy.  However  agreeable  to  good  fenfe  and  true  policy 
the  king's  anfwer  appeared  to  the  more  moderate,  it  ferved 
no  other  purpofe  than  that  of  encreafing  the  diiTentions,  and 
blowing  hotter  the  fptrit  of  difcord,  at  a  time  when  there 
^as  reafon  to  believe  that  the  Turks  were  aflemblihg  a  great 
«fmy  upon  the  frontifets  oi  Poland. 

Though  yluguftus  was  fortunate  enough  to  break  the 
Aorm  impending  from  that  quarter,  and  to  difarm  the 
turkijh  wrath,  by-  the  force  of  money  judicioufly  applied;, 
yet  he  could  not  reduce  his  own  fMbjedfs  to  a  conformity 
with  his  meafures,  nor  to  an  afFedibh  for  his  perfon  and  go- 
v^rnipent.  Every  thin^  confiftent  with  his  fafcty  he  pe^. 
•  C  c  4     '  foroxQi^ 


4u|(4^Sf 


fem«d,  to  acquire  popgyaiity  ^  neyerthcle&f  there  ureie  ibiot 
confiderable  ipembers  of  the  republic  fufpe^ed  of  r^^rdiflg 
Auguftus  as  an  ufiirper»  w^om  it  would  be  jiiftifiable  t^  lake 
off  by  iseani  tb^  mpft  od^ou^  and  bafe.  (1^  was  called  a  ty<^ 
rant,  and  to  deliver  one's  country  froip  a  mon&er  nmft  be 
comznendj^ble,  however  dark  and  treacherous  the  infirunient 
C  Air  ^^*S^^  ^  reputed.  The  palatine  J^blmrtosM  was  foppofed^ 
%jOHj^y  in  confequence  of  feme  inadvertent  wprds  dropped,  to 
2iP^Qs.  ^*^*  ^^^  '^^  ^^^  bottom  of  the  confpiraey ;  and  to  bavo 
'  contrnr«d  4  plan  for  aflaiSnating  his  fi^vereign,  uful^r  pffe<^ 
tence  of  entertaining  hioi  magnificently  9t  his  caftle^  It 
is  probable^  however^  that  the  sifperiions  thrown  upoo  4mi  - 
<^bara((%er  of  this  p^U^ine  are  withoMt  foundation ;  butitii 
certain  th«t  A^gnftm  met  with  flrong  oppof^ion  fnom  divert 
noblenaen  who  pot  only  acknowledged  bifi  legal  title  to  the 
crpwQ»  but  were  (locerely  attached  to  his  per£>q.  Thef 
murmured  againft  the  Siaxom  and  Ruffians^  wbO}  after  tbn 
camfpaign  in  Pomentnia^  took  up  their  quarters  in  the  nor^^ 
thern  p^rts  of  Poland  and  Lithuama,  Tti^fe  troops  likewi(^ 
raifed  fm^II  contributions,  which  had  nearly  been  attended 
with  the  mcft  fatal  confequences»  as  they  were  the  occaftoQ 
of  reviving  a  fpirit  of  difaffe^ion  that  bad  only  been 
lately  fubdued.  While  the  king  was  at  jPref(Uu^  the  whole 
PcUfi  nation  was  uttering  the  bittereft  coonplaints,  which  nt 
length  reached  his  cars  by  means  of  the  primate,  who  wrotn 
9in  jicjcount  of  the  fituation  of  affairs,  9Qd  ftrongly  re^ 
commended  the  withdrj^wing  his  Saxdn  forces,  without  wfaicli 
It  was  t9  be  feared  the  defpair  of  the  Poles  might  induce  theni 
to  form  resolutions  fac;|l  to  the  public  tranquillity.  In  ge* 
iieral  the  nobility  feemed  deilrous  gf  ^eo^bling  si  diet  on 
horfeback. 

AUGUSTUS,  bad  repaired  to  Drefden  for  the  fecurity  of 
'his  perilbn ;  he  had  pardoned  two  6f  his  greateft  enemies^ 
und  even  affcded  to  difbelieve  the  confpiracy  which- was  faid 
to  be  on  foot :  he  had.  withdrawn  thirteen  regiments  of  his 
hereditary /prces  out  of  the  dominions  of  the  republic^  and 
he  had  remitted  a  third  oi  the  t^xes  impofed  for  the  fupport 
of  the  army  k  he  was  therefore  greatly  irritated  that  fo  many 
confiderable  facriiices  anfwered  no  other  purppfef.  thw  ren- 
dering the  people  more  dijfficult,  and  exciting  fre(h  fvnupcdme 
of  jealoufy  9ud  difiruli.  For  this  reafon  he  pofijtiveiy  denied 
9  diet  on  horjfeback,  which  would  only  be  giving  r^llion  th^ 
colour  of  a  legal  proceeding*  This  intimation  be  gave  to 
the  primate  in  anfwer.  to  bis  letter ;  and  in  confequence 
pount  Denhoff^  and  fome  deputies  from  Poland  and  Lithu4ma^ 

we«e  feiu  to  PreJU^n  with  i^iuftions.  to  idfift  Upon  tb« 
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kiog's  return  to  bis  PoIiJh  doiniiiionS)  to  iSti^  writ9  for  hold- 
ing, the  dkty  and  todiunifi  all  the  Saxon  forces.  So  bold  a 
dejputatipn*  and  the  re&fal  of  the  primate,  and  fome  of  the, 
noiuiity,  to  attend  a  council  that  be  iummoned  at  Rjydzin^ 
obligea  Augt^us  to  think  of  returning  to  fFarJau).  &foro 
b)8  arrival  at  that  citj,  fome  of  the  nobility  of  Saniomir^ 
tfuUin^  and  Vjslhirtia^  had  adually  begun  to  mount,  declar- 
ing a  difpofuion  to  difpute  the  roysd  authority ;  upon  which 
the  king  reiblved  to  lay  afide  gentle  meafures,  smd  told  them  in 
a  firm  tone»  that  he  would  treat  as  rebels  and  traitors  all  thofe 
i^rho  ibould  appear  without  the  authority  rendered  neoefiary 
h^  the  nature  of  the  confticution.  To  enforce  this  declara* 
tu>0,  be  recalled  the  Saxons  who  had  been  difmifled,  (hewei 
the  Poks  that  not  want  of  fpirit,  but  the  defire  of  cberithing 
peace,  had  made  him  fo  pliant  to  all  their  demands ;  and  ^  ., 
'  now  demonftrated  by  one  extraordinary  effort  of  (pirit,  that 
Jbe  would  maintain  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown»  without 
defire  of  retrenching  the  ri&hts  of  the  people. 

At  this  time  both  CharUs  and  Stanljlaus  were  prifoners  in 
^e  Turkijh  dominions.  The  latter,  after  repeated-  fruitlefi 
cffi>rts  to  defend  the  Swidijh  conquefis,  began  to  think  h*  - 
rioufly  of  abdicating  the  throne  ;  and  not  having  been  able 
to  procure  the  liiag  of  SweJen^s  confent  by  letter^  he  fet  out 
for  the  refidence  of  thit  prince  at  Bender^  in  hopes  of  pre- 
vailing upon  him  in  a  perfonal  interview,  when  he  could 
explain  himfelf  more  explicitly*^    Isporant  of  the  difgrace  intq  ^ 

which  Char  Us  was  fallei)  with'  the  P$rie^  he  afltimed  the  dre6 
and  title  of  a  Stoidi/h  colonel,  and  as  fuch  was  arretted  and 
conducted  to  Bender^  juft  as  his  benefa£lpr  was  removing  to 
yldrianoplf.    It  was  on  this  occafion  that  Charles  beftowed  Frovifam 
upon  him  the  dutchy  oi  Deux-pmtSy  for  which  A^ni/Zsiri  kxmtidifor 
out  on  the  fourth  of  Juty^  wber^  he  determined  to  five  ip  a  Stamflaus, 
private  capacity  upon  the  revenues  of  his  new  acquired  ter-    ^*  ^* 
ricories,  which  aonounted  to  feventy  thoufand  crowns  *.  '  '7'4< 

CHARLES  no  fooner  returned  to  his  own  dominions  than 
be  began  to  make  vaft  preparations  for  carrying  on  the  war 
^gainU  ail  bis  enemies,  which  furniflied  Augujius  with  a  fea-> 
iboable  pretext  for  retaining  the  Saxon  forces  in  Poland*  He  - 
had  aflembled  a  council  of  the  fenate,  and  obtained  their  ap^ 
probation,  to  prevent  the  Sytedijb  armyifrom  re-entering  the 
]cingdom,  thou^  it  was  univerfally  believed  that  C^lts  muft 
have  kept  on  the  deferifive,  in  Pofnerania,  By  this  means  he 
procured  refpeA  to  his  government,  kept  the  turbulent  Pobi  ^ 
iA  4W9j  and  enjoyed  more  tranquillity  and  eale  than  be  haa 
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known  fince feis  ftrft  accieflSron.  Yet  his  repoffc  was  by  no  means 
nndifturbed  with  little  difFereric^s  excited  by  that  fpiiit  of  free"- 
don)  which  alway  diftinguiflxed'  the  repubIS:.  Repeated  at- 
tempts were  made  to  keep  the  regal  power  within  limits,  and 
iecure  the  rKberties  of  the  people.  A  confederacy  was  plan- 
ned by  the  palatines  of  Cracow^  Siradia^  and  Sandomiry  who 
promifed  each  other  affiftance,  and  entered  upon  engage- 
ments to  mount  on  horfeback,  to  prevent  Auguftm  from  efta- 
blifhing'  a  defpotic  government.  Similar  motions  appeared  in 
Lithuania^  and  the  difcontented  fenate  were  contriving  the 
very  fame  projedls.  Great  numbers  of  the  nobility  had  af- 
femblcd  tumultuoufly  at  Wilna^  and  entered  upon  an  ailbcia- 
tion  to  oppofe  the  levying  of  farther  contributions:  However, 
the  approach  of  a  body  of  Rujftans  kept  the  affembly  in  awe, 
and  obliged  the  aiTociation  to  accept  of  the  conditions  of- 
fered froni  the  court  by  the  bifhop  of  Cujaiva. 
A.  D.  The  tranquillity  reftored  was  but  of  fliort  duration;  Ju" 
^7'5-  gujlm  fet  out  for  Saxony^  and  his  abfe^cc  encouraged  the 
r^e^eoH"  0ialcontents  to  renew  their  intrigues.  A  new  confederacy 
je  erac^  ^,^^  j-^^  ^^  ^^^^ ,  feveral  new  levies  were  made  and  joined  by 
jorme  .  ^^^  crown  army,  under  pretence  of  defending  the  public  li- 
berty. At  the  head  of  the  infurreftion  was  the  palatine  of 
Sandomir^  who  immediately  entered  upon  meafures  for  driv- 
ing the  Saxons  out  of  the  PoUJh  dominions.  Divers  engage- 
ments were  fought  with  various  fortune,  but  in  general  with 
difadvantage  to  the  confederates,  though  the  Saxon  general 
JBauditZy  apprehenfive  of  the  confequences,  endeavoured  to 
efFed  a  fafpenfion  of  arms,  which  was  fruftrated  by  the  ar- 
dor of  the  enemy.  They  fuddenly  attacked  the  fubutbs  of 
Warjaw  in  the  night,  but  were  happily  repulfed  before  they 
*  had  done  any  considerable  damage.  This  check  it  might  be 
imagined  would  incline  them  to  'the  accommodation  pro- 
pofed  ;  but  it  ferved  only  to  irritate  their  fpirits  and  puffi  them 
to  extremities,  l^hey  plundered  and  reduced  to  afhes  a  mul- 
titude of  villages,  and  overfpread  the  face  of  the  country  with 
the  mangled  bodies  of  butchered  Saxons,  The  fcene  was 
horrible,  and  difgraceful  to  a  people  who  acknowledge  the 
truth  of  the  dodVmes  of  Chriftianity,  and  a  religion  filled 
with  fentinients  of  benevolence  and  philantteopy.  Every 
where  might  be  feerf  the  veftiges  of  barbarous  rage  and  un-r 
governed  fury,  which  rendered  'the  Poles  infenfible  to  the 
calamities  of  their  country,  provided  they  could  involve  the 
detefted  Saxons  in  the  general  devaftation.  Fortunately  their 
rage  was  unfuccefsful,  as  it  was  ill  condudled;  in  moft  encoun- 
ters they  were  worded  j  their  repeated  lofles  broke  their  fpi- 
fitj  foftene4  their  hearts,  and  opened  their  eyes  to  the  ap- 
proaching 


Tbt  Hipfy.  of  Pohnd.^  59^ 

proadnng  ruin.  They  Tent  a  trumpet  to  QQWxt  Flemings  aiid 
now  follicited  the  armiflice  they  had  lately  reje£):ed,  about 
which  he  artfully  raifed  difficulties  without  extihguifhing 
hope  r  he  at  laft  granted  a  conference,  and  in  the  mean  time 
found  means  to  furprife  the  fortrefsof  Zamofe^  and  the  mare<* 
chal  of  the  confederacy.  The  fpace  of  two  years  was  taken 
up  in  this  unfettled  flate  of  affairs  ;  no  confidence  could  be 
placed  in  truces,  and  the  party  dreaded  beiqg  mafiacred  in 
their  quarters,  while  they  were  fcreened  by  the  moA  folemn 
ifaithof  treaties*.  ^ 

Jjr  the  dutchy  of  Lithuania  i^czcc  and  trar^quillity  hadp/^^^.  ' 
reigned,  until  a  few  of  th^  nobility,  fwayed  by  the  example  ^^«f^j  /« 
ofihtPcleSy  raifed  commotions,  from  which  they  hoped  to  Lithuania* 
obtain  perfonal  advantages.  In  the  year  171 5,  a  body  of 
nobility  afiembled  at  Wilna^  and  propofed  that  a  diet  Ihould 
be  held ;  a  point  eafily  obtained,  and  attended  with  all  the 
expelled  confequences,  the  deputies  having  to  a  man  de« 
clared  their  refolution  of  joining  the  Polijh  confederacy.  Ac- 
pordingly  they  obliged  themfelves,  by  oath,  to  demand  from 
Augujlui  the  departure  of  the  ^axon  troops ;  fatisfa£lion  for 
|he  damages  they  occafioned  ;  ,the  cefiTation  of  contributions  \ 
the  evacuation  of  all  the  places  in  their  poiTeffion ;  refii- 
(ution  of  all  the  cannon  they  had  taken  away,  and  of  the 
eilates  of  the  princefs  of  Newburgi  the  releafc  of  all  per- 
fons  in  confinement,  together  with  the  liberty  of  holding  a 
general  diet.  This  event  would  have  occafioned  the  reqewal 
pf  hoftilities  more  bloody  than  the  former,  had  not  the  czar 
Peter  interpofed,  and  approached  the  frontiers  with  a  formid* 
;i]ble  army,  which  terrified  the  malcontents  into  the  refolu^ 
tion  of  ^efiring  that  .their  differences  might  be  amicably  com- 
prorhifed.  .  This  requeft  produced  the  conferences  at  Lublin, 
where  a  fiifpenfion  of  arms  was  formally  accepted  by  both 
parties  :  neverthelefs,  the  agreement  would  appear  only  a 
ftratagem  la'id  by  each  to  gain  fome  advantages.  No  fooner  r^  j  f 
bad  the  king  performed  his  engagements  than  the  confede-  V^  P  ^ 
rates  furprifedp£/fe<2»i?,  andtook  the  city  by  florm,  where,  "ot^^^  -^^^'' 
fati^fied  with  the  blood  of  their  fellow-citizens,  fpilt  in  the  heat 
of  combat,  they  wantonly  maffacred  in  cold  blood  a  great 
fiunber  of  the  inhabitants,  whofe  lifelefs  carcaffes  they  man- 
gled with  more  than  favage  cruelty.  4ugujius  was  violently 
incenfed  at  this  perfidy;  he  publiibed  bitter  declarations, 
determined  on  the  moft  vigorous  ipeafures,,  calling  upon  the 
czar  to  aflift  him  in  bringing  to  reafon  his  rebellious  fubjeft9» 
V^()ip))  induced  that  monarch  to  advance  ^  body  of  Mufcq^ 

f  Part^en.  tQITl,  11^ 
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vita  lAtO  tke  heart  of  Poland.  Here  they  hti  lieqiiCBt 
ikinnifiies  with  the  confedcrateit,  and  obtained  fo  many  tri- 
via vidories,  at  obliged  the  difconteined  Pdles  again  to  lentm 
the  negotiations  which  they  had  fo  frequently  and  fo  impni* 
deiltly  broken.  Cbnferenc^  were  appointed,  and  prelimi- 
Aaries  adjufted,  in  effeding  which  the.  chief  obftacle  was  not 
the  diffdution  of  the  confederacy,  bm  the  tia>e  wh^n  this 
illegal  aflfociation  (hould  be  diSoived.  The  confederates  tn** 
iifted  they  (houM  hold  themfelves  united  until  the  meeting 
of  the  diet;  while  the  king  was  equally  refolute  that  his 
Savons ^diouid  hot  evacuate  Poland  before  the  feparation  of  the 
confederate  army.  After  tedious  warm  difputes  a  mediuin  of 
agreement  was  happily  fuggefted  ;  and  k  was  concluded  that 
all  confederacies  Ihould  be  abolished,  cancelled,^  and  annulled } 
that  a  diet  of  p^iiication  (hould  be  held  forthwith  i  that  a 
certain  number  of  ftanding  forces  fliould  be  maintained  for 
.  the  king's  defence^  to  prevent  the  neceffity'of  keeping  fo- 
reigners in  pay  i  that  the  number  of  thofe  troops  (hotud  be 
fixed  and  invariable  ;  and  that  all  perfons  who  (hould  bear 
arms,  without  the  king^s  permiiGon,  (hould  be  deemed  ene- 
mies to  the  public  tranquillity.  An  amnefty  enfued,  that  was 
followed  by  an  exchange  of  ratifications ;  to  which  fuc* 
ceeded  a  diet  of  pacification,  and  the  departure  of  the  Saxnu 
Bmlofihe^^^^  the  territories  of  the  republic.  Thus  ended  the  civil 
^^7^i*<^,^divifions  of  Poland,  maintained  almoft  without  ioterruptioa 
Jmu»  fif^cc  the  death  of  SoUeski,  to  (he  utter  extindion  of  order^ 
peace,  felicity,  induftry,  arts,  fcience,  and  every  bleffing  of 
repofe  and  good  government. 

Through  the  courfe  of  feveral  fiicceedlng  years  nothing 

memorable  occurs  in  the  P^/i^  annals ;  an4  the  firft  tnn(^ 

aflion  worth  relating  happened  in  1724^  when  an  affair  of 

feemingly  trifling  confequence  had  almoft  involved  the  repub- 

Dijpuu      lie  in  frefb  contcntiops.    A  tumult  fell  out  in  the  city  of 

moitb  thi    Thorn  in  Pruffta^  the  effeds  of  which  might  have  proved 

magiflrates  dreadful,  as  it  became  a  matter  of  public  confideration,  and 

tf  Thorn,  the  origin  of  difputes  with  theP^oteftant  powers  ci  Etar^po* 

We  (hall  trace  the  affair  to  its  firft  beginning  for  the  faris- 

faction  of  the  reader.     It  is  well  known  that  Thorn  is  chiefly 

inhabited  by  Proteftants,  though  it  likewife  contains  a  great 

number  oi  Roman  Catholics.     On  the  16th  of  July  the  latter 

made  a  proceffion  of  the  Hoft  in  the  church«yard  of  the  abbey 

of  the  Benedi^ines^  which  drew  a  Concourfe  of  the  Ltahoran 

children,    who   had   never  beheld   fo  (blemn    a  fpedade. 

As  the  proceffion  paffed,a  Jefoit  fcholar  infifted  that  the/pee- 

tacors  fhould  kneel,  which  being  refafed,  a  fquabble  enfued 

that  foon  became  geneial  and  blo^y  i  nor  could  it  be  decided 

,        before 
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faefine  die  arrival  of  a  party  of  foldien/ vrfio  leieed  tlleflii«? 
tkor  of  the  rbt,  and  carried  him  prifoner  to  the  guard.  The 
tbdttj  of  Jefuhs  took  the  alarm  at  the  cbpfinement  of  a 
member  of  their  body ;  they  deonnded  his  liberty ;  and,  in* 
lEeflfed  that  any  demur  ftould  be  made  in  granting  them  fa** 
tisliiifUon,  fniuited  the  burghers,  excited  a  ieco»i  tumult, 
flied  more  blood,  oUiged  the  guard  again  to  turn  out,  by 
«rhom  they  were  dtfperfed,  after  £e  ringleader  had  been  feized. 
Even  this  couM  not  quiet  the  fraternity ;  the  principal  of 
the  Jefiiits  fent  bis  complaints  to  the  pnefident  of  the  city, 
demsMuled  reparation' of  the  injury,  and  was  in  fome  mea- 
#tire  gratified  by  she  releafe  of  the  ftudent  made  prifixier  in 
the  firft  rioti  betas  the  civil  magiftrate  deferred  the^dif- 
cbafge  of  the  fecond  prifoner  until  he  had  conferred  with 
the  principal,  the  ftudents  re-aiiembled,  armed  themielves 
with  Abres,  fell  upon  the  Lutheran  burghers,  wounded  fcve- 
fal  peribns,  and  carried  off  a  German  fti^ent  priibntr  to  their 
college  ;  a  violence  that  obliged  the  civil  magiftrate  to  march 
'«  body  of  IbMiers  againft  them,  bjr  whom  they  were  defeated, 
after  a  fiiarp  confliA.  Recrimination  fueceeded,  the  princi- 
']>al  and  the  president  produced  their  mutual  accufations.  The 
fiaimier  dematided  fatis<a£kion,  and  the  latter  infifted  upon  the 
rekafe  of  the  Girmstn  fcholar ,  giving  at  the  fame  time  orders 
^that  the  burghers  Ihould  ftand  to  arms  in  cafe  of  a  frefh  at- 
tack ;  a  precaution  that  foon  proved  neceffafy  :  for  while  he 
was'  conferring  with  the  rcf^or,  the  Jefuit  fchbtars  and  the 
pc^lace  came  to  blows,  and  the  fray  rnight  have  been 
DJoody,  had  not  the  town^guard  feafonably  interpofcd.  It  was 
^thought  the  difcharge  of  the  prifoners  would  have. quieted 
the  minds  of  both  parties ;  but  the  ei!ed  was  directly  con- 
trary. Tlie  ftudents,  enraged  at  the  conceffions  made  by 
.  their  principal,  fell  upon  the  mob  with  <wofds,  clubs,  (tones, 
and  even  fire-arms,  iirtiich  gave  foch  provocatid^,  that  foreit^ 
open  the  college  gates  the  populace  ruCbpi  into  their  cham« 
bers,  broke  and  deftroyed  all  that  came  Uif  their  way,  marcheil 
cff  with  immenfe  booty, '  which  they^mt  in  a.  great  fire 
kindled  In  the  matieet- place. 

Such  was  the  account  of  this  alFair  tranfmitted  to  the  court 
ef  ff^mfow^  differing  in  many  particulars. from  the  relation 
publiOied  by  the  Jefuits,  but  the  moft  authentic^  as  appears 
^om  many  circumfhmces,  which  at  this  diftance  of  time  it 
'  would  be  uiineceflary  to  examine.  It  is  acknowledged  by  the, 
fraternity,  that  their  ftudent  began  the  quarrel;  but  they  in- 
iifted,  that  the  laitheram  carried  their  vengeance  far  beyond 
tbe  provocation,  and  feemed  averfe  to  all  pacific  means  of 
decHton.    Bq  this  as  it  may,  it  was  a  circumftance  of  another 

nature^ 
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Rttucc;:  tboogh  abfelutdy  cdntodciided  by  the  fehate  off  TZohf j 
that  determined  the  .opinion  of -the  jud^^.  Scarce  was  die 
tumult  appeafed»  when  the  college  filled  all  A/saj  with  thek 
complaints^  loudly  demanding  juflice  for  the  bdme  of  violstiog 
theMajcfty  of  Heaven,  in  the  perfons  of  the:  foeiety  tif  3^' i 
reprefesting,  that  no  punifhmeats  were  fufibieritly  rigorous 
to  expiate  the  abominations  committed  ;  and  exctaiming,  that 
the  fenate  ought  to  be  changed,  sad  the  Lutherans  deprived  of 
the  free  exeocife  of  their  rdigion.  "  Have  they  not>  *faid 
*'  they,  defiled  the  altars  of-  die  blefled  virgin  ?  Have  they  not 
>^'hewn  them  in  pieces,  with  prophane  hatchets,  and  trampled 
^«  Modier  foot,  the  images  of  the  venerable  aints  i  They  have 
.<^  iaipioujdy  pierced  them  with  jwords,)  and  thrown  them  into 
"  fires  kindled  in  the  open  ftceets,  aftier  having  fuiFered  die 
"^V'hioft  (hocking  indignities  from  a  bafe  rabble,  faying  to  the 
"  virgin  A&ry,  while  ftie  was  confuming  in  the  flaro^— C7ih 
**  happy  Virginy  fave  thyfelf^  Jina  thy  Votaries  affirm  that  thou 
^^  baji  the  power  6f  delivering  fnortals** 

A  ppoPLB  fo  zealous  for  the  honour  of  their  religion,  ft 
attached  to  forms^  aad  bigotted  in  fuperftition,  were  almoft  no- 
cefl^rily  filled  with  indignation  at  clathourd  fo  vehemently 
raifed  and  artfully  fuftained.  .  Without  coilfttltiiig  the  tnlth 
of'  the  charge,  the  whole  nation  catchpd  fire  % .  cvray  indiviAial 
demanded  exemplary  puniihment  of  the  offenders  ;l  and,  as  it 
.was  then  Upon  the  eve  of  a  general  diet,  the  nuncioa  were 
inftruSed  to  treat  that  affair  with  the.vtmoft  feverity^  *  It  was 
.even  made  a  preliminary  condition,  that  the  diet  ihould  enter 
.upon  no.  other  bufinefs,  until  a  fukable  »fatb£i£l:ion  was  gf anted 
jto  the  Jefuits ;  which  indticed  the  court  to  difpatch  conatmif- 
iloners'to  examine  evidences,  <  and  inquire  iiito  the  fa£b,  on 
>tbQ  fpot  where  it  was-  committed :  they  were  chefen  from  the 
.pincyp9J  nobility  and  dignffied  clergy;  all  the  world  being 
aQonilhed  to  fee  the  republic  take  fuch  concern  in  an  affair.  «^ 
feeniingly  triflingljniport.  Confidering  the  riot  in  its  prc^Mf 
.light,  judgment  belonged  to  the  fupreme  court  of  the  pro- 
vince, an4not  to  a  foreign  tribunal :  however,  the  king  and 
diet  thought  other  wife.  The  commiffion  was  opened  with 
great  folemnity,  WitnefTes  were  examined  with  an  air  of  can- 
dour, and  the. proceedings  went  on  for  fome  time  with  great 
(hew  of  equity ;  but  the  bifhop  of  Cujaiva  and  prince  Lubo- 
■'  mirjki  foon   evinced  then:  inveterate  enmity  to  the  city  of 

Thorn  and  the  Proteftant  religion.  Their  violent  prejudices 
drove  away  feveral  of  their  colleagues,  whole  moderation  ob- 
ftru^ed  their  defigns ;  and  this  court  of  juftice  degenerated 
into  a  cabal,  and  faction  of  murderers  armed  with  legal  autbo- 
lity.    Every  evidence  in  favour  of  the  poor  Lutherans  was  rc- 

jet^ed; 
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5«^cd ;  while  perfons  defiitute  of  cha^<3cr,  .and  the  very  Pumjh- 
dregs  of  huipanity, .  were  admitt€5d.,as  fufiicient  teftimony  ofment  in- 
tbeif  guilt.  .Divers  citizens  M^erexoopmitted  toM^Momt^iaedon 
dungeons,  laotwithttanding  tb^y  bM /ckarly  prpved  ^n  ^Z/^i  TXthemagiJ^ 
the  time  of  thj^tipt,  which  al90«.  fuiEcientlj-tdifplays  the  'mx^traus^ 
quity  of  thi§  tribunal.    Tho  whole  republic  feemed  bent;pn 
bumbling  thjB  prid^  of  ja  flourifhing  heretical  city ;  and  to  fuch 
a  length  was  partiality  carried,  that  the  deputie/s  of  the  diet 
.decr^^dthe  cognj^^nce  of  this.  s^iFair  ihould, be  referred  to  all 
the  different  orders  pf  the  kit^dom.  .     '      . 

j.  It;  was  now  chiefly  apprehended  Jeft  the  proteftant  powers  . . 
fWould  interpol^  in  behalf  of  the  oppreffed  citizens,  to  prevent,  „ 
.which  theprocefs  was  hurrl^  pver  (  and  ii^  le(s  than  fix  we^ks 
Jthe  fate  of  a  wealthy  city,  a  free  ^  government,  independent 
npagiAra^es  apd  f^it^zens,  always  ftrenuc^s  in  defence  of  reli-  ... 
•gioaand  liberty,  was  decided  by  an  irrevocable  decree,  "f  he 
«prefident  Ji/i^^  and  the  vice-prefident  Zemick  were,  capitally 
rcondemned,  for  not  having  oppoied  the  tumult  aa  their  cfii- 
-iiea  required.  ^Their.e$ates  were  cpnfifcated,  and  the  city  vyas 
\ri>ligfd  to  ifldeqanify  all  the  Joffes  fuftained  by  the  Jefujts. 
i^efi4esj*iey^§p.  principal  citi:^ens  were,  beheaded,  near  doubfe 
.the  nMmhefjW9j[f  rba^'^fbed^.aml  great  numbers.  cohiiae^iQ 
%prif6n  foT'^be  fp<^ce  of- fix  years.  Three  gentlemen,  accufed 
,of  uttering  bbfphemjes-againft  the  virgin Mary^  and  of  throw- 
Jng  her  &ki^9gf  into  th^  fire,  were  punifhed  with  the  lofsof 
/their  right  arms.  In  a  word^  the  feverity  of  the  republic 
raifed  horror- in  the  breads  of  all  men,  who  lamented  the 
•CfueI;efle£Uof  blind  fuperflition,  and  the  depravity  of  human 
•nature.-  .  ^    .    %    .     ,.  ''  •       i    ' .         •      '    ' 

As  a  farther  attonement  to  the  blefTed  virgin,  her  altars 
« Were  enriched  vvith  the  fpoils  of  the  plundered  citizens ;  and 
the  church  of  St.  Mary^  that  belonged  to  the  Proteflahts,  was 
.  adjudged  to  the  college,  with  all  its  rich  plate  and  valuable 
Jibrary.     The  proteftant  niinifters  were  ftigmatized  with  in- 
'  famy ;  all  the  papersf  publifhed  in  tbeir  defence  were  burnt  by 
the  hands  of  the  common  hangman  ;  and  a  reftraint  was  laid 
•  on  the  printing- houfe,  whereby  all  works  were  required  to  be 
licenfed  by  the  bifhop.    We  may  conceive  the  general  opi- 
nion entertained  of  this  deteftable  inquifition  by  the  condudl 
of  the  pope's  nuncio,  who  interceded  for  the  unhappy  Pro- 
teftants,  though  he  could  not  be  fuppofed  carelefs  of  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  Catholic  religion,  and  wrote  in  their  behalf  to 
therefor  of  the  college  in  the  ftrongeft  and  mod  pathetio 
terms;  but  without  effe£t.    What  he  forefaw  fooncame  to 
pafs:  all  the  Proteftant  princes  took  the  alarm  at  the'fignal 
founded  by  his  Prujftan  majefty,  cgmpIainlDg  loudly  of  the 
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fotniAion  of  the  tttmj  efOlipaj  and  At  cdifttf»pt  eH^^ki 
by  die  Polijb  nation  for  tbeir  intereeffien :  tbey  demanded  re« 
dre6  for  the  Lu^nan  fubjeds  of  P^lohd^  and  reftitutioo  of 
the  civil  and  religious  prtvilegei  of  which  Thorn  had  lately  been 
ilnjiiftly  deprived.  The  crowns  of  Great  BriUm  and  Sweden 
Snteiteded  as  guarantees  of  the  peace  of  Oliva  ^  the  afl&ir  was 
drawn  into  a  negotiation,  and  fome  bad  confequeaces  were 
prevented  \  but  the  Proteftarits  had  not  that  juftice  done  them 
which,  from  the  nature  of  the  treaty  and  tile  power  of  the 
Proteftant  intereft,  they  bad  juft  reafon  to  e^pei^  •. 
Aagaftas  '  Foit  the  fpace  of  two  years  the  public  repofe  continued 
;tf/»^t«^/undifturbed,  when  another  troublefome  affair  occurred,  wfiich 
in  diffiad"  ^^  (hjnk  it  neceilary  to  relate  in  detail,  as  it  may  hereafter  be 
^'Lf^f  '^'^^*''  Certain  difputes  arofe  about  the  fiicceffion  bf  the 
m/uecef-  jjij^^hy  of  Courhndy  anciently  a  part  of  Livonia^  and  hcM  by 
Couriand  ^^^  fi»»ily  ^  JCrf/^  fince  the  year  1561,  ^  a  fief  of  tfae 
*  crown  of  Poland.  ff^Uiam  duke  of  Couriand^  ttwrrted  to  the 
princefs  jhn  of  Rufjia^  niece  to  the  dar  feteTy  died  wi^out 
ifTue,  hj>  which  the  dutcby  defcended  of  right  to  his  uncle 
Ferdinand,  As  the  claim  of  this  prince  waa  not  fopported  \ef 
power,  the  dutchefs  feixed  it  by  force,  and  oldiged  the  duke 
to  retire  to  Dantzicky  where  he  Itved  in  an  cMfeurity  ill  foited 
to  his  birth.  As  early  as  the  year  1719,  it  was  prt^xifed  by 
the  king  of  fruffia  to  give  the  eventual  invdliture  of  Courhmd 
to  the  margrave  of  BrandMburg^Swedty  upon  -itoiidkion  that 
he  undercook  to  difcharge  all  the  debts  upon  the  duttby;  a 
propofal  the  more  reafonable,  faid  that  monarch,  as  the  court 
oiiVarfam  had  formed  the  (ame  projefi  in  favour  of  the  |M-ioce 
of  Saxe4Ve'^enfeb^  without  any  fttpulation  in  favour  of  tbe 
dutcby  or  the  creditors.  However,  this  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  nobility  of  Pelandy  who  wifhed  to  unite  Couriand  with 
the  other  dommions  of  the  republic,  and  incorporate  diem  in- 
Separably.  Nothing  could  be  more  difagreeabie  to  the  gran- 
dees than  a  fcheme  which  ieemed  to  threaten  their  indepen* 
dcncy.  The  king  of  Pruffia^s  projeS  was  approved  by  tbe 
czar  of  Mufcovy ;  but  the  Pvles  rcfcnted  it  fo  warmly,  that  tbe 
eventual  inveftiture  was  dropt  until  the  year  1726 ;  w|ien  the 
regency  ofCeurlandy  fearing  the  ambition  of  the  republic,  fud* 
denly  publifhed  writs  in  the  name  of  the  duke  for  aflembling 
a  diet,  to  deliberate  upon  meafutes  for  perp^uating  the  liberty 
of  the  dutcby  in  its  prefent  form  of  ducal  government  ^  fpe« 
cifying'  in  thefe  writs,  that  the  palatine  of  If^biay  as  great 
general  of  Lithuania^  had  promifed  them  ail  manner  of  affift- 
ance. '  Thefe  publications  gave  the  alarm  to  duke  FerSnand^ 
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Ivhq  protefted  a^ainft  thero^.  prohibiting  the  nqbilify  from 
taking  any  xeiblotions  in  all  ai&ir  of  fijch  cbnlequetice,  or  to 
ailemble  at  the  Jas  appoihted.  -  His  remdiiftrances  produced 
no  effb3» :  the  nobility  met,  and  in  a  full  affbmbly  tKree  can- 
didates were  prctpofed|  each  of  them  of  acknowledged  merit.    j\^  jy^ 
Thtfe  were  the  duke  of  Hotjlein-Ctottorp^  prmce  Menzikoff^    1726.' 
and  coiint  Maurm  ot Saxony ^  the  natural  Ion  of  king  Auguf- 
iuSf  afterward5 'celebrated  as  a  hero  by  the  name  of  marechal 
SoM.    Their  voices  were  unanimous  in  favour  of  this  prince, 
who  was  accordingly  elected  to  fucceed  at  the  death  of  duke 
FerdinancL    This  elediion  ratfed  a  great  ferment  in  Poland, 
Ai^itftus  privatefy  efpoufed  the  intereft  of  his  Ion,  which,  in 
this  inftance,  prpved  diametrically  oppofice  to  the  inclina- 
tions of  his  fubjefls.     The  Poles  were  fully  perfuaded,  that 
Augufius  made  policy  fubfervient  to  paternal  affeflion,  and 
bad  facrificed  the  rijnts  of  a  whole  nation,  of  which  he  was 
fovereign,  to'gratify  the  paflion  of  raifmg  his  family.   Nothing 
lefa  would  fatisfy  them  than  his  publickly  declaring  againu 
count  Maurice^  and  renouncing  his  intereff  i  which  fatisfadlioa 
be'foongave  in  the  mofl:  folemn  manner,  declaring  that  he 
would  am>Td  no  countenance  to  an  eledion  that  was  deemed  aii     . 
inva£on  of  the  rights  of  the  republic.    But  the  Pl?/?^  required 
a  farther  facrifice,  infilling,  upon  ah  ad  to  annul  what  had 
been  tranfa£ied  by  the  ftates  of  Courland.    This  likewife  he 
granted,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  again  involving  himfelf  in 
difputes^  by  which^  experience  taught  him,  he  could  be  no 
gainer  j  and  he  Befides  included  an  order,  whereby  the  mare- 
chal or  the  diet  and  feverd  iferiators  of  the  dutchy  of  Cour- 
land  were  injoined  to  appear  in  fix  weeks  at  Warfaw^  to  an-    . 
6vcr  for  their  conduft.  -      , 

.  The  court  of -Rz^^  had  alfo  taken  part  in  this  affair;  and' 
the.  czarina  had  gone  fo  far  as  not  only  to  difcountenance  the 
liiarriage  that  was  propofed  between  count  Maurice  and  the 
diitchefs  dowager,  and  the  eledion  of  that  prince,  but  even 
to  point  out  the  fuccefEbn  that  would  be  agreeable  to  her;  to 
enforce  which  intimation,  a  body  of  her  forces  had  orders  to 
file  off  towards  the  frontiers  oi  Courland,  This  condudi'in 
a  princefs  ftri£Hy  allied  with  Poland^  gave  umbrage  to  the 
^oUs\  and,  in  confequence,  Augujlus  remonftrated  in  the 
rti|0ngeft  terms  to  the  court  of  Mofcow^  requeftitig  that  her 
czarifli  majeffy  would  publickly  difapprove  the  cdnduiSl  of 
jidenujkoff  zna  Dolhauroujki,  who' were  fuppofed  to  afpire  at 
the  fovereignty  of  the  dutchy.  A  diet  met  at  Grodno^  where 
this  affair  was  taken  into  gonfideration ;  and  the  i^iinifters  of 
Great  Britain^  France^  Rujfta,  Prujfta^  and  the  United  Pro- 
vinces attended,  as  if  the  difpofal  of  fome  mighty  kingdom, 
%  Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  XXXIV.        D  d  not 
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Adt  of  a  petty  dutcby,  were  the  objeft  of  tiegotiatiofi.    The 
deputies  demanded)  that  At^uftui  ihotild  revoke  the  counfi 
eventual  dedion,  and  exert  his  authority  with  his  fon  to 
oblige  him  to  evacuate  Courlani^  to  appear  before  die  diet, 
and  furrender  the  patent  of  his  eledion  \  requiring  alio,  that 
the  regency  ibould  be  feverely  punifhed,  and  an  ad  prepared 
to  incorporate  the  dutchy  with  the  body  of  the  republic  \  with 
each  of  which  demands  the  king  complied,  to  prevent  fufpi-. 
cion  \  voluntarily  declaring,  that  the  eftabliihment  of  his  fon 
.    was  but  a  fecondary  confideration  to  the  intereft  of  his  ftiUjk 
fubje£b.    What  influence^he  ufed  with  count  Ma^te  is  not 
certain  :  it  is,  however,  acknowledged  on  all  hands,  that  the 
prince  refufed  appearing  before  the  diet,  or  delivering  up  the 
patent  of  his  election,  upon  which  account  he  was  put  under 
the  banof  P^/0im/;  and  commiiSoners  were  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  authors  of  fummoning  the  ftates  of  Courhmd  to 
the  late  eledipn,  and  manage  the  affairs  of  the  dutchy« 
A.  D.        No  Pnlijb  diet  had  ever  exerted  fo  bold  a  fpirit  as  thb : 
1627. '   fome  of  the  firft  crowned  heads  in  Europe  were  affronted,  be* 
Mettif^     Caiife  it  was  conceived  their  letters  to  the  republic  were  not 
widfpirih  couched  in  terms  fufiiciently  refpedful.     In  particular^  a  leti 
tdconduB  ter  fent  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain  was  read  in  the  aflembly, 
^/  the  diet-  nublicly  condemned,  his  ikiinifter  denied  audience,  and  a  re- 
lolution  formed  not  to  receive  any  other  ambaf&dor  from 
that  monarch.    His  Pruffian  majefly,  and  the  other  guarantees 
/  of  the  treaty  of  Oliva^  were  treated  with  the  fame  haughti- 

Tktk  i  and  even  the  pontiff  himfelf  felt  the  efieds  of  this 
fudden  emotion  of  patriotifm,  which  feemed  to  warm  the  breaft 
of  every  member  of  the  republic*  The  nuncio  Santerin  had 
not  only  attempted  to  enlarge  the  prerogative  of  the  holy  fee 
in  ^clefiaftical  affairs,  but  he^bufied  hlmfelf  in  politics^  and 
became  fo  odious,  that  the  PoUi  refolved  to  break  their  chains, 
and  accordingly  w/ote  to  the  pope  to  recal  his  huncio.  By 
order  of  the  fenate,  the  regent  of  the  crown  ihut  up  the  nun* 
ciature,  and  forbid  that  tribunal  to  fit  henceforward,  or  exert 
any  jurirdi£lion,  without  the  petmiffion  of  the  republic. 

Besides  thefe  refolutions  the  diet  took  others,  which  in 
fome  meafure  altered  the  nature  of  the  conftitution.  One 
very  falutary  decree  refpe£ted  the  fitting  of  diets  for  a  certain 
number  of  weeks.  Manifold  were  the  inconveniences  refiilt- 
ing  from  this  ordotinance,  and  the  allembly  determined  to  ap- 
ply proper  remedies.  It  was  therefore  decreed,  that  hence- 
forth the  diet  £hoi|ld  not  be  reftriSed  to  a  day.;  that  the  abufes 
which  had  crept  into  the  courts  of  judicature  fhould  be  re* 
formed ;  that  commiffioners  fhould  treat  with  the  foreign  mi- 
nifters  'f  and  that  a  grant  ihould  be  made  to  the  king,  and  his 
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Scarce  bad  the  diet  broke  up  when  z  deputy  arrived  from' 
the  dutchy  of  Courbmd^  to  demand,  in  the  name  of  the  ftates, 
that  the  commifCon  ifiiied  by  the  republic  fliould  not  be  re- 
pugnant to  their  privileges,  endanger  their  form  of  govern- 
ment,  or  make  any  sdteration  in  the  late  eventual  eIe£tioti ; 
and  the  fenate  referred  him  to  the  marechal  of  the  crown, 
who  was  charged  with  the  conRitutions  of  the  diet.     A  con- 
ference enfued ;  but  as  it  produced  nothing,  the  commiflioners 
iFor  the  aiFair  of  Courland  took  every  requifite  meafure  fot  efta-^ 
blifliing  the  interefis  of  the  republic.    Duke  Ferdinand  wafi 
invited  to  meet  them  at  Mittau^  and  vt  body  of  Polijh  and 
Liikuamtm  forces  had  orders  to  move  towards  the  frontiers  of 
Cwriand,    The  jun^ure  now  was  critical.    Count  Mqurice 
had  wrote  a  letter  to  his  father  king  Auguftus.^  declaring  the 
invincible  neceffity  which  he  was  under  of  difobeying  his  ma* 
jefly's  orders,  or  being  guilty  of  a  breach  of  honour  and  gra^ 
titude.    "  I  hold,  faid  he,  a  diftinguiftied  employment,  in  the 
^'  armies  of  the  moft  Chriftian  King,  where  fear  will  admit 
^^  of  nodifguife,  nor  treachery  of  interpretation  ;  ^and  (hould 
^^  I  be  able  to  furmoUnt  all  thefe  eflential  conTiderations,  yet   ' 
^'  I  Ihall  never  be  able  to  avoid  the  reproach  of  my  own  con- 
^^  fcience^  were  any  motives  capable  of  inducing  me  to  de<> 
^  viate  from  the  diredl  paths  of  honour  and  virtue*    I  have 
^'  nothing  fo  profoundly.at  heart  as  an  imire  resignation  to 
^^  your  majefiy's  will ;  but  reputation  is  accountable  only  to 
^*  itfelf :  I  alone  muft  anfwer  for  blemiflies  in  my  charadef  \ 
*'  afad  were  T  capable  of  renouncing  this  principle,  1  Oiould 
•*  no  longer  be  worthy  of  your  favour.    Neither  caprice  nor 
*'  levity  engaged  me  to  confent  to  my  eleSion :  it  was  that 
*'.  generous  ambition  which  animates  every  worthy  mind  ;  and 
^'  I  was  unanimoufly  chofen  by  the  body  of  that  illuilrious 
*'  nobilky,  who  have  (ignalized  themfelves  for  ages  by  their 
*•  attachment  to  P^okmdy  who  have  contributed  to  the  glory 
^*  and  interefts  of  the  republic,  who  have  an  equal  right  to 
*'  freedom  with  her,  and  who  neither  intend,  demand,  or 
^*  afpire  to  any  thing  farther  than  the  defence  of  their  natural 
^*  privileges,    and  perfifting  in  that  fidelity  which  refie6!s 
*'  honour  on  the  meniory  of  their  anceftors,  and  from  which, 
*•  unlcfs  compelled,  they  will  never  depart." 
.  The  manly,  generous^  and  fpirited   manner  of  Maurice 
raifed  his  reputation,  and  convinced  the  whole  world,  that  he  ' 
wasdeferving  of  the  honour  to  which  he  had  lately  been  raifed 
by  the  judicious  fuflFrages  of  the  Coar&ffif rj.     Yet  could  not 
this  extraorjlinary  proof  of  his  merit  oblige  the  P$les  to  alter 
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the|r  Tentiment^,  or  depart  from  tbctr  intereAs;  Tbis  princft 
had  foon  after  a  conference  with  the  vice-chancellor  of  tho 
Ptfif^' crown,  in  which  he  ej^med  himfeH  in'foch  a  manner 
as  ^rendered  it  obrtonsy  that  be  would  never  renotmce  die 
Courlanders ;  but  the  condud  of  the  regency  obliged  him  to 
alter  his  roeafures, '  The  court  of  Rtiffia  had  threatened  thenit 
if  they  perfifted  in  the  eventual  dedton  >  and  an  armv  of^i/- 
A.'D.  coroltesy  under  prince  Mtnzikoff^  was  how^  on  the  Dorders  of 
1 728.  the  dutchy,  which  obliged  Maurice  to  fortify  himfelf  in  the 
ifle  of  Ufmit%^  where  in  vain  he  invited  the  Courlanders  to 
join  him ;  but  they  were  overawed :  he  was  attacked  by  the 
Hujftansy  and,  after  a  defence  that  evinced  his  courage  and 
martial  abilities,  forced  to  retire* 

The  affair  of  C^zir/tfyri,  the  czarifia's  defigns  to  iecure  that 
dutchy  for  Menzikoff^  t\iz  threatened  invafion  of  the  Tartars^ 
the  nieditated  revolt  of  the  Cojfacks^  and  the  fufpicion  that 
,  Augujius  was  taking  meafures  to  fecuve  the  fucceffion  of  the 

crown  to  the  eledoral  prince,  all  contributed  to  raife  a  fer- 
Tbe  repuh'  meat  in  the  republic,  which  was  confiderably  augmented  by 
lie  jealous   the  king's  illnefs,    A  diforder  had  appeared  the  preceding  year 
o/*/^^^/;?^. in  his  foot,  which  threatened  a  mortification:  his  phyficians 
were  forced  to  have  recourfe  Co  amputation,  sund/with  the  lofs 
of  his  great  toe,  they  apparently  reftored  his  health  ^  info- 
much  that  he  was  able  to  perform  a  journey  to  Saxofiy^  where 
he  now  relapfed  with  redoubled  danger.  .  Auguftm  laboured 
by  every  poffible  method  to  calm  the  oitnds  of  his  &bje£b  t 
but  to  little  purpofe.     The  nobility  look  iire  at  fetne  inftances 
A.  D.     of  paternal  regard  which  he  had  ihewn  the  elefloral  prince  $ 
1729*    and  feemed  intirely  to  forget,  that,  except  in  the  election  of 
the  reigning  monarch,  the  crown  had  gone  in  a  dire<Sl  Kne , 
from  father  to  fon  for  many  centuries,  though  it  was  ftil! 
deemed  ele6^ive.  .  He  propofed  holding,  a  diet  this  year  at 
Grodao,  but  was  preveiited  by  the  progrefs  of  hisdifeafe  ;  and 
it  was  fuppofed  that  he  had  pavied  the  way  for  the  eventual 
eledlion  of  the  prince  royal.   As  foon  as  bis  health  permkred, 
he  publifhed  his  univerfalia  for  another  diet ;  bat  by  this  Cime 
fadion  rofe  fo'  high,  that  no  affembly  could  be  held :  upon 
which  Auguftm  retired  greatly  dif&tis&ed  to  his  elc&oral  do- 
minions ;  and  the  Lithuanians  publilhed  a  proleft  againft  his 
depanure  without  the  confent  of  the  fenate,  and  before  he 
had  redreffed  a  variety  of  grievances,  propofed  to  hina'  in  a 
ftrong  remonftrance.    To  remove  their  dtfcontents,  he  con« 
A.  D. .  voked  a  diet  the  enfutng  year;  but  fuch  was  the  temper  of 
1730.     the  deputies,  that  it  broke  up  in  diforder,  before  any  refoiu- 
tions  had  been  prepared.     Without  beirig  difcouragcd  by  this 
difappoimment,  he  purfued  the  fame  courfe  in  the  year  1732, 

and 
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find  with  no  better  effcft  (A).     Onc^  more  he  ventured  to 
refume  his  purpofe,  and'  ifliied  writs  for  the  meeting  of  the    • 
diet  in  the  month  of  JanUaty^  ^733 ;  and  every  thing  pro- 
piifed  a  profperous  iffue,  when,  getting  out  of  his  coach,  Au" 
guftus  hurt  his  foot,  fet  the  old  wound  a-bleeding,  and  was 
immediately  feized  with  a  fever.    There  remained,  however, 
great  hopes  of  recovery  until  the  29th,  when  a  new  fymptom 
"Appeared,"  which  boded  the  worft  confequences.     The  whole  i^^^^  tmd 
leg  appeared  mortified,  and  this  was  attended  with  an  acute  cbamaer 
pain  in  his  head,  and  increafe  of  the  fever,  which  ended  in  e/^  AuguU 
death  on  the  31ft  o{  January^  while  the  diet  was  fitting. 

Thus  ended  the  life  of  a  monarch  whofe  virtues,  vices, 
and  fortune  were  very  extraordinary.  Good  fenfe,  politenels, 
courage,  and  fufprifing  bodily  ftrengtb,  were  oppofed  to  in- 
continence, incoriftaney,  imprijdent  ambition,  and  a  difrfegard 
of  the  moft  fokmn  engagements.  Augujlm  was  the  moft  de- 
fpotic  monarch  (as  far  as  the  nature  of  hisfituation  would  ad- 
mit)^ agreeable  friend,  capricious  lover,  unfaithful  husband, 
generous  mafter,  that  had  ever  ruled  the  Polijh  fceptre ;  and 
fortune  repaid  him  with  the  fame  afage  he  had  fliewn  his  mjf- 


tus. 

A.  D. 

1733' 


'  (A)  We  cannot  help  remark- 
ing, that  this  year  was  rendered 
iRemorable  by  two  extracrdina- 
17  events,  which  at  that  time 
engrofled  all  coirverfation .  The 
iirft  was  a  fentence.  palled  on  on^ 
^  Dargellet^  a  Frenchman,  major  of 
the  royal  regiment  of  crown- 
guards  in  Poiandt  who  had  fud- 
denly  difappeared  with  feveral 
films  of  public  money,  taking 
with  him  a  common  proftitute, 
and  leaving  behind  a  wife  and 
numerous  family.  Not  fatisfied 
with  thefe  crimes,  he  had  the 
inference  to  publifh  Wttcr  libels 
and  fatires  upon  feveral  of  the 
£rft  nobility  of  the  kingdom : 
he  retired  to  Florence,  and  the 
frnate  applied  to  the  moftQhrif- 
tian  kjag,  that  he  would  take 
meafures  for  delivering  up  to 
punifliment  a  wretch  unde- 
ferving  of  the  protection  of  any 
ftate,  Le^wis  exerted  hinifelf, 
the  criminal  was  feized,  fent 
QHder  a  flrong 'guard  to  Pola»J, 
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and  condemned  by  a  great  coun- 
cil of  war  to  have  his  fword 
broke  over  his  head,  and  the 
pieces  thrown  in  his  face ;  to  re- 
ceive a  box  on  the  ear  from  the 
executioner;  to  have  his  right 
hand'  cut  off,  and  afcerwards  to 
be.  hanged;  the  lait  part- of 
which  fentence  the  king  was 
pleafed  to  change  into  perpetual 
imprifonment  at  Dantzick,  on 
application  made  byhis  family. 
This  fcene  of'difgrace,  and 
rigorous,  but  juft  punifhment, 
was  followed  by  another  of  sc 
more  calamkous  nature.  The 
young  prince  Sapieha,  only  fon 
to  the  palatine  of  Fodlachiay  ^ 
youth  of  promiling^  genias^ 
tired  with  the  rigorous  treat- 
ment of  a  fevere  tyrannical  tu- 
tor, laid  violent  hands  upon 
himfelf,  arid  in  a  fit  of  defpair 
put^n  end  to  a  miferable  life 
by  a  piftol ;  though  fome  afcribc 
his  death  to  accident. 
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trefles.    Now  zi  the  height  kA  power,   and  next  moiHent 
'  plunged  in  the  deepeft  abyfs  of  diftrelsy  he  confumed  a  long 

leiffn  in  contending  with  a  prince  hts  fuperior  in  ftrcngth  and 
fnifitary  addreis,  and  in  wrangling  with  his  own  fub^eds.  .  In 
a  word,  h^  obtained  an  elective  crown  by  dint  of  intrigue  and 
corruption ;.  be  loft  it  through  ambition  and  miftaken  policy; 
he  faw  it  placed  on  the  head  of  a  private  nobleman  by  die 
band  of  an  inflexible  conqueror^  who  alfo  ftripped  him  oif  his 
hereditary  dominions ;  and  be  at  lenjgth .  recovered  both  his 
crovm  and  dominions  by  one  of  thofe  extraordinary  turns  of 
fortune  for  which  his  life  was  remarkable. 

Our  readers  have  repeatedly  feen  how  the  death  oi  Au- 
gujius  gav^  birth  to  a  bloody  war  between  the  houies  of  Juftria 
and  Bourbon :  however,  as  this  incident  has  rather  been  men- 
tionejd  than  explained,  we  (ball  in  this  place  enter  more  deep- 
ly ima  the  politics  of  the  feveral  courts  concerned,  in  order 
.  to  convey  as  clear  an  idea  2^  our  materials  will  admit  of  the 
prefent  fiti^ation  of  the  Polijb  republic.  The  fufpicions  en- 
tertained by  the  emperor  Charles  VI.  that  Augujius  had  entered 
upon  flrifter  engagements  with  the  court  of  Verfailks  than 
were  confiftent  with  friendly  intentions  towards  the  Pragmatic 
•  Sandion,  occafioned  a  coldnefs  between  the  courts  ofFimna 
and  fVarfaw^  juft  before  the  death  of  the  Poljjb  monarch.  In 
confequence,  feveral  fleps  were  taken  by  the  Imperial  minifter 
to  traverfe  the  king's  defign  of  fecuring  the  fucceffioa  m  his 
own  family ;  but  with  fuch  diution  and  privacy,  that  the 
emperer's  fentiments  were  rather  fufpeded  than  difeovered. 
His  fin  The  death  of  Augujius  wrought  a  fudden  cbange.  The  efcc- 
^/f^*^ii»ftoral  prince,  now  a  candidate  iot  the  crown  of  Polandy  was 
©/"Poland,  very  well  difpofed  with  refpeft  to  the  emperor's  favourite  poin», 
by  which  means  he  gained  the  kitereft  and  countenance  not 
only  of  the  court  of  Vienna^  but  of  that  of  Peterjburg  al(b^ 
His  competitor  was  Staniflaui^  the  fame  prince  who  had  torn 
the  diadem  from  tbc  temples  of  Augujius^  fupported  by  the 
king  of  France  his  fon-in  law,  an  amiable  charafter,  and  - 
the  afFediions  of  a  great  number  of  palatines,  won  either  by 
the  gold  of  France^  the  eloquence  of  the  marquis  de  Msnri^ 
or  the  engaging  manners  of  Stanijlaus.  De  Monti  had  the 
addrefs  to  engage  the  primate  in  his  intereft ;  and  the  weight 
of  this  prelate's  dignity,  together  with  his  vaft  abilities,  foon 
formed  a  very  powerful  fa£lion,  which  in  the  refult  produced 
a  double  ele^ion.  Stanijlaus  once  more  afRjmed  the  monarch, 
and  was  hurled  down  from  the  fovereign  dignity  with  the.fame 
.precipitation  as  before.  Immediately  after  his  eledlion  he  re-r 
paired  to  Warfawj  and  was  there  received  and  treated  with 
all  the  regal  honours ;  a  flattering  profp^>  that  foon  vaniihed 
2  before 
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before  the  power  of  iht  Ruffians.    He  was  driven  out  of  Po- 
land by  the  celebrated  count  Mumcb^  forced  to  take  (belter 
in  DmOfack^  dofely  befieged  in  that  city,  reduced  to  the  laft 
extremity,  and,  after  running  the  utmoft  hazards  an^fufiain- 
ing  a  variety  of  hardfliips,  at  length  He  made  his  eicape  with 
infinite  difficulty  to  the .domihionsof  hh JPrtiffian  majefty,  fiom 
whom  he  received  the  protection  due  to  his  quality  and  mif- 
fertunes.     By  this  means  the  electoral  prince  acquired  the 
peaceable  polleffion  of  the  fovereign  d^nity  of  Poland;  and 
at  die  clofe  of  the  war  no  other  provifion  was  made  for  the    j^^  ]>; 
fugitive  Stanijlaust  than  that  he  ihould  enjoy  the  pofleffion  of    lyjy! 
the  dutchy  of  liorrmn^  and  retain  the  empty  title  o^  king  of  Condufion 
Poland.    The  condv£k  of  his  PoUJk  majedy,  in  the  war  that  of  thtl^ff 
en(iied  about  the  imperial  fuccef&oq,  is  too  well  known  and  tory  of 
recent  to  be  particularized :  fufl|ci^nt  i^  is^  that  this  prince  Poland* 
has  now  feen  his  eleftoral  dominions  become  the  prey  of  an 
afpiring  neighbouring  prince,  in  two  fucceffive  rupture  be- 
.tween  the  head  and  members  qf  (he  Germanic  body,  while  the 
republic  hath  been  forced  to  fit  a  tame  fpe£btrefs  pf  the  indig- 
nities put  on  her  fovereign.    At  prefent  her  condufi:  is  rather 
cautious  than  politic :  fear  of  the  Ruffians  obliges  her  to  op- 
pofe  the  fcheme  the  czarina  has  formed  of  gaining  a  footing 
jn  the  empire,  by  which  means  the  Polijh  provinces  will  be 
inore  than  ever  expofed  to  the  ravages  and  ambitious  pur|k>ref 
9f  that  growing,  formidable,  and  vaft  empire, 


End  ^/Zv  History  «/ POLAND, 


Ijd4  The 


t408  ] 


The  History  of   LITHUANIA; 

S  E  C  T.     I. 

CknUdmt^  u  more  exfUdt  Accoum  of  the  pr^ifent  &t^ 
^f  the  Great  DuUty  of  Lithuama  than  is  Ube  ftmi 
in  tbt  Polifh  Hifiorj.    '- 

\Ji7  H  E  N  we  reflefl  how  long  it  was  before  die  light  of 
^^  fcience  cpirld  penetrate  through  thofe  thiclr  mifts  of 
ignoranoe  which  overfpread  Pruffiay  Poland^  Lithuania^  and 
Ruffiay  we  &ail  find  nnore  reafon  to  wonder  that  any  traces 
of  the  antrent  hiftory  gf  the  nations  inhabiting  tHofe  countries 
fliould  remain,  than  that  the  context  fhould  be  broken,  the 
relation  icnperfeft,  and  the  cpncife  tradition  extremely  unfa- 
tisfii^lory.  Notwithft^ndiqg  tTieir  origin  may  be  deduced  . 
from  the  fame  cointxion  ftem  with  the  Danes  and  Swedes,  and 
they  live  under  the  influenqe  of  fimilar  dimates,  they  diflFer 
confiderably  in  geaius,  t^CQper,  and  difpoiltion.  No  curio- 
fity  to  know  what  was  tranfaSled  by  their  anceftors  appears 
to  have  taken  pofloffion  of  the  breafts  of  the  Lithuanians,  while 
the  Danes  were  eternally  finging  the  noble  atchievements 
of  their  heroic  forefathers  in  fubtime  poetical  compofitionSy 
the  very  nature  of  which  imprinted  them  deeply  on  the  me- 
.  mory,  and  tranfmitted  them  almoft  as  fecurely  from  one  ge-« 
neratibn  to  another  as  if  the  ufe  of  letters  had  been-known: 
Whoever  is  acquamted  with  the  genius  of  their  language^ 
muft  know  that  at  is  .fcarce  poiBblc  to  fuhjfttluie  Dne^  word 
for  another,  without  deftroying  that  harmony  of  numbers 
which  is  infeparable  from  the  fenfe.  Bards  were  rnaintained 
by  the  great  to  recite  thofe  'compoiitions  ;  and  though  they 
were  blended  with  much  fable  and  abfurdity,  yet  the  art  of 
criticifm  was  ftill  able  to  extraft  truth  fufficient  to  convey  a 
tolerably  diftindl  idea  of  the  w^rs,  cuftoms,  religion,  and 
policy  of  the  nation.  With  the  Poles,  and  efpecially  the. 
Lithuanians,  it  was  other  ways.  They  were  plunged  in  the 
deepeft  ignorance  and  barbarifm  as  late  as  the  year  1386, 
when  their  great  duke  J^j^^//^  embraced  the  Chriftian  faith 
on  being  elefled  king  of  Poland,  and  in  a  progrefs  which  he 
made  through  Lithuania,  intEoduqpd  the  arts  and  fuch  of  the 
fcienccs  as  were  known  among  his  new  fubjeSs  ?.    It  was 

*  Cromer>  STELtA,  &c.  apud  Piftor. 
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fibmetime  after  tkis 'period  that  letters  were 'brought  into  the 
great  dutch^ ;  at^  the  Latin  iongue  began  to  be  cultivated 
vvidifthe  fame  affiduity  as  in  P^/ani ;  yet  far  from  making 
any  tffbrts  in  polite  'leatt»ng,  tlie  LithuanioHs  contented 
themfelTes  witii  ap{%ing  their  knowledge  of  the  Roman  lan- 
guage to  tbeologicbi  difijutfidons,  and  that  fpecies  of  meta^ 
pbyncal  jargon,  whidi  in  thofe  days  might  be  deemed  the 
epidemical  £ftemper  of  Europe.  The  people  had  no  turn  for 
i^oetry,  «nd  that  branch  was  *iegle<9:ed  ;  they  fcarce  knew 
any  thing  by  oral  tradition  of  their  anccftors,  and  the  baits 
of  bitlory  was  wantif^.  Accordingly  we  find  that  ail  the 
labour  of  learned  diligent  modem  writers  has  fcarce  been 
aible  to  compile  naked  annals,  or  to  form  a  feries  of  the 
princes  ^o  fuccdfively  governed  ^rs  country,  with  a  few 
particulars  of  the  wars,  revolutions,  and  conquefts.  AUxan- 
der  Gttagmniis  the  only  wrker  with  whom  we  are  acquainted, 
that  even  merits  the  fiacne  of  an  annalift ;  and  how  imperfet^ 
and  concife  he  is  will  appear  from  the  enfuing  narrative, 
which  is  <5hiefly  deduced  from  lus  account,  amended  and  en-  ' 
breed  by  obfervations  extrafted  from  Stella^  Cromer^  Hart-- 
fioOfy  and  other  writers,  contained  in  that  ufeful  colledion  of 
the  learned  PiJIorim. 

The  etymology  of  Lithuania^  called  Liiwa  by  the  natives,  Etymology 
is  equally  uncertain  and  tof^e^ural  with  the  hiftory  of  the  ^^Lithua* 
dptchy.  Hartmcb  itAuces  i^  i^ame  from  Lhuo^  a  prmce  ofnia. 
lAieJMy  who  fettled  in  this  country  and  obtained  the}fo* 
veretgnty.  Hence  he  gave  it  the  appellation  o^  Utuo-Ala^ 
nia^  whence  by  an  eafy  tranfpofKion  it  came  to  be  called  i/- 
thuantOt  or  Litwa^  fimp'ly.  The  ^ymon  propofed  by  Guag^ 
nhti  is  much  more  ftrained  and  unnaturaL  He  alledges  that 
Palamon^  an  Italian  nobleman,  driven  from  his  native  land 
by  the  tyranny  of  the  prince,  arrived  after  a  tedious  navrga- 
fion  upon  the  coaft  of  the  Balti<^  took  up  bis  refidence  in 
this  country,  obtained  the  fovereignty,  and  gave  it  the  ap- 
pellation of  La  Italia^  which,  by  mixing  with  the  vernacular 
idiom,  degenerated  in  courfe  of  time  into  Lithuania^  In 
proof  that  fuch  a  voyage  and  family  extfied,  we  find  no 
ftroqger  argu^nent  than  that  the  Sclavonic^  or  vernacular  tongue 
of  this  eountry,  is  blended  with  a  variety  of  Latin  words ; 
and  that  the  names  of  the  noble  families  are  in  general  Ita- 
liamf  while  thofe  of  the  vulgar  are  intirely  Sciavonian.  The 
ftrength.of  this  argument,  and  the  probability  of  the  above 
conjeftyres,  we  ftiall  fobmit  to  the  examination  of  our  cu- 
rious readers,  and  proceed  to  a  defcription  of  the  country  *». 

^  Hart.  torn.  i.  p.  2.     Guj^c.  apud  Piilor.  torn,  ii,  p.  381. 
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Geography      In  the  liiftory  of  Pdand  we  gave  fuch  a  g^teral  account 
and  com-    as  we  thought  neceiTary  to  elucidate  the  narrative ;   we  ihs^ 
moaities  of  now  be  more  particular,  in  order  to  make  the  public  better 
Lithuania  acquainted  with  a  country  aloioft  inttrely  unknown  to  the 
fouthern  and  weftern  nations  of  Eur^pe^.    The  dutchy  tA 
Lithuania  id  of  vaft  extent,  being  bordered  by  Rm^  and  Zi- 
vwtia  on  the  North  ;  on  the  Eaft  by  Volhiiua  and  RuJfin-rtArai. 
on  the  South  and  Weft  by  Ufper  Poland^  Podlama^  Dmcd 
Prujfta^  and  Samogitia.    It  is  watered  by  feveral  fine  rivers, 
of  which  the  chief  are  the  Niiper^  Lhrnna^  Niemm^  and 
Pmtfiic^i  and  covered  by  vaft  .forefts,  moft  of  which  are  di« 
video  by  large,  fertile,  and  beautiful  lawns,  extremely  well 
cultivated.    Since  the  reign  of  the  iirft  Sigifmund  the  countiy 
has  been  exceedingly  improved,  by  cutting  down  the  woods 
and  purfuing  agriculture  with  more  ikiU  and  diligence  than 
bad  ever  been  exerted  before  that  ^period.    The  pafture  of 
Lithuania  is  fine ;    and  the  fleeces  yielded  by  the  (beep  ip 
exqufiite,  that  in  this  coniifts  one  of  the  moft  valuable  com- 
modities of  the  country.   The  lakes  and  rivers  are  well  ftocked 
with  fi(h  ;   the  woods  abound  with  bears,  wolves,  wild  boats, 
deer,  bulFaloes,  and  game  of  every  kind  :    in  a  word,   the. 
neceiTaries  of  life  are  in  great  plenty,  yet  the  people  are  poor 
and  wretched  for  want  of  a  well  direAed  induftry.    Money 
is  fcarce  beyond  conception,  becaufe  the  inhabitants  have  no 
idea  of  commerce ;  and  the  Lithuanians  may  be  faid  to  flarve 
^midft  abundance,  merely  becaufe  the  nobility  ar^  prood^ 
and  the  peafants  lazy,  ignorant,  and  opprefled,   like  their 
neighbours  in  Poland.     Were  it  not  for  the  averfipn  to  trade^ 
which  the  Lithuanians  exprefs,  a  prodigious  trafQc  might  b^e 
driven  in  corn,  beef,  hides,  wool,  honey,  pot-alhe9i«  wood- 
afhes,  and  other  commodities,  whence  the  country  might  be 
enriched,  and  the  people  fufficiently  fupplied  with  all  the 
fuperfluities  that  by  other  nations  are  univerially  deemed  ei]fen-» 
tial  to  happinefs. 
Vaffalage      "^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  vafTalage  and  fervitude  prevaik  here 
0f  the  in-  ^^  ^^  Poland  i    the  peafants  are  the  flaves  of  the  nobility,  and 
fefior  no-  the  latter  fo  numerous  |))at  the  whole  dutchy,  were  it  equally 
Mty*        parcelled,  would  be  infufRcient  to  fupport  their  dignity.     On 
the  contrary,  the  lands  are  in  the  bands  of  a  few  grandees, 
whofe  revenues  are  truly  princely,  while  the  inferior  nobility^ 
equally  poor  and  defpicable,  are  forced  to  enter  (n  the  ca^pa- 
city  of  pages,  bailiffs,  valets,  ftewards,  and  treafu^ers,   into 
the  fervice  qf  the  more  wealthy ;    yet  they  maintain  their 
titles,  opprefs  the  pes^fants,  and  become  infolent  and  rapa*!- 

^  Page  3. 
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Tious,  in  proportion  to  their  indigence.  Several  of  the  rich 
sind  powerful  nobility  retain  above  an  hundred  gentlemea 
and  noblemen  of  high  quality,  by  way  of  pageantry  i  they 
are  profufe,  vain,  and  oftentatious^i  (quandering.  their  vaft  re- 
venues in  a  barbarous  magnificence,  that  favours  neither  of  , 
(afte  norfentiment ;  and  indeed  fuch  is  the  general  defed  in 
the  oeconomy  of  the  great,  that  property  would  be  continu- 
ally fiiifcing,  were  it  not  that  tbeyengrofs  all  the  lucrative 
employments  and  places  in  the  difpofal  of  the  fovereign. 

LITHU^^sffJy  united  in  a  political  view  under  one  head  Uthua-* 
with  th^  Peli/h  republic,  neverthelefs  prefcrves  its  own  dif-  nia  inA- 
tind  privileges,  laws,  civil  and  military  officers,  and  an  army  pendent  on 
feparate  hopi  that  of  Poland,  commanded  by  a  general  inde-  Poland, 
pendent  on  the  grand  general  of  the  republic  $    a  circum- 
.  ftance  frequently  attended  with  inconvenience,  and  fatal  to 
the  meafures  planned  by  the  adminiAration  :  yet  is  this  a  pre- 
rogative which  the  Lithuanians  cannot  be  expected  to  fur- 
repder,  as  independency  in  this  and  other  particulars  was  the 
exprefs  condition  of  the  union,  equally  advantageous  in  all  . 
other  re(pe6b  to  both  nations,  efpecially  fince  that  coeqUatien 
eflablifhed  in  1413,  with  rerpe£l  to  public  offices  and  the  pror 
tedion  of  liberty.  The  fame  religion  is  profefTed  in  both  coun- 
tries, the  Catholic  faith  being  eftabliQied  by  law,  though  a 
variety  of  fchifmatics   are  tolerated,  and  even  protected  by 
the  laws.     The  dutchy  fwarms  with  Jews,  Scciniansj  Luthe- 
ransy  and  Calvintfts  \   but  of  all  difienters  the  Greeks  meet 
with  the  moljb  encouragement  from  the  government,  which 
civility  may  ppflibly  be  afcribed  tP  the  dread  the  Lithuanians 
are  under  of  the  power  of  Rujfta^  ^where  this  mode  of  reli^ 
gion  is  eftabliihed. 

For  centuries  back  the  Mujcmtes  have  been  regarded  as  The  people 
the  inveterate  enemies  of  Lithuania  i    and  we  havefeen  xe- enjoy /eve* 
peated  inftances  of  their  terrible  incurfions  and  ravages.  In  'zvr/i/  cu^ 
courfe  of  the  preceding  hiftory  ;    yet  a^e  many  of  the  cuf-  ^««J  '*» 
toms  and  manners  of  both  nations  extremely  fimilar.    T^i^common  , 
peafants  plough,   fow,  feed,  and  drefe  in 'nearly  the  famc?'^'^^ 
manner  :    both  are  extravagantly  fond  of  fpirituous  liquors,  ^'***°*' 
and  each  preferve  fome  reiiiaiqs  of  the  antient  idolatry^  not- 
withftanding  Chriftianity  hath  been  long  embraced.    Haute- 
Vtlk  informs  us,  that  as  Ute  as  th^  year  1697,  %S^^^  numbers 
of  the  Lithuanian  peafanb  ufed  to  dicrifice,  at  a  certain  time 
of  the  y^ar,  to  an  imaginary  deity,  whom  th^y  called  Ziemn 
triieneck\    and  it  is  well  known,  that  at  this  day  they  main-, 
tain,  with  great  care,  a  (pedes  of  ferpents  in  their  houfe^, 
which  they  worfhip  as  domeftic  tutelary  deities,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  make  profeffion  of  the  light  of  the  Gofpel. 

Already 


;j.i£  f%^  jySf/f ^ry*^  Lithuania; 

Already  we  have  fliewn  that  .this  people  were  followcn  of 
the  doctrines  of  Zoroajier ;  and  we  are  told  that  their  venera- 
tion Tor  fire  i$  not  yet  laid  afide  :  however,  the  accounts  we 
have  of  the  fpeculative  opinions,  as  well  as  the  pradice  of 
the  Lithuanians^  arc  fo  imperfeft  and  unfatisfaftory,  that  we 
muft  drop  the  fubjed,  chufing  rather  to  appear  deficient  than 
'  fabulous. 

Wfi  fliair  now  give  a  fliort  defcription  of  the  principal  ci- 
ties of  this  dutdiy,  from  whence  an  idea  of  the  power, 
wealth,  and  prcfent  ft  ate  of  Lithuania  may  be  coUeded.  The 
5^?^*^"  firft  in  dignity,  opulence,  and  extent,  is  WilnOy  Vilnoy  or 
$1  Wiitoa,  Wiida^  (;he  capital  of  the  dutchy,  fituated  on  the  banks  of 
the  Wilia^  near  the  confluence  of  this  river  and  the  Wilika^ 
and  built  like  antient  Rome^  on  feyeral  little  eminences  (A). 
The  antient  pala9e  of  the  dukes  is  in  this  city ;  it  was  mag- 
nificent, but  now  is.  become  ruinous,  being  converted  into  an 
arfenaj  and  court  of  juftice.  As  late  as  the  reign  of  hohieiki^ 
Wilna  was  in  a  flourrlhing  condition,  being  adorned  ^vith  the 
ducal  palace,  kept  in  great  order;  and  'fortified  by  two  flrong 
caiiles.  Still  it  is  de/corated  by  a  rich  and  Iseautiful  church, 
built  in  the  year  1386,  in  which  (lands  a  filver  (hrine,  faid 
to  weigh  abbve  thirty  quintals.  The  populoufnefs  and  great 
extent  of  Wilna  may  be  judged  from  the  number  of  its  churches, 
which  exceed  forty,  whereof  only  two  are  allowed  for  Protef- 
,  tants.     Confidering  how  often  this  city  has  been  the  fcerie  of 

defolatfon,  k  is  furprifing  it  (hould  retain  any  part  of  its  antient 
magnificence.  In  1610  it  was  laid  wafte  by  the  Rujfiam.  In 
le(s  than  fifty  years  after  it  met  with  the  fame  fate,  before  it 
had  recovered  ftrength  and  vigour.  In  1^37  i^was  deftroyed 
by  fire  ;  and  in  1748  there  happened  a  dreadful  confiagra- 
tioB,  whereby  thirteen  churches,  the  Jewijh  fynagogue,  twenty- 
five  palaces,  and  four  hundred  and  fixty-nine  ftone  buildings, 
near  two  hundred  (hops,  and  a  great  number  of  private 
houfes,  were  laid  in  aihes.  About  thirteen  years  fince,  the 
city  was  again  fet  on  fire  by  lightning,  which  confumed  fe- 
deral churches,  eight  palaces,  the  council-houfe,  and  near 
three  hundred  ftone  edifices,  befides  an  infinity  of  wood 
houfes,  the  common  method  of  building  in  Lithuania,  The 
great  church  fuftained  confiderable  damage ;  the  chapel  of 
St.  C^fimir  was  deftroyed,  >vhich  lofs  alone  was  eftimated  at 

■  (A)  This  city  is  aHb  called  moft  common  name  is  Wiina, 
Viknjki  by  the  natives,  and  Die  to  which  we  have  adhered  m  the 
WiUt  by  the  Girmans ;  but  the    coiufe  of  our  narrative  ( i ) . 

V  (i)  Cwwr,  torn,  i,  kti,  vi.. 

.  '       feveral 


ieveiaS  millions' of  the  money  of  the  country.;  Wilna  has  ^ 
coBcge  endowed  with  a  variety  of  privileges*  This  femi- 
nafy  was  founded  in  157O9  by  biibop  SzufkowjH,  confirmed 
nine  years  after  by  king  Stephm,  and  eredied  infio  an  ur^iver-^ 
&ty  by  Gregory  XIU.  it  the.requeft  of  the  bilhopt>f^//itf, 
the  founder.  There  are  feven  profeflbrs  of  theology,  leven 
of  poiite  learning,  or  humanityy  and  four  of  philofophy ;  but 
this  branch  of  fcience  hath  ^ade  fcarce  any  progrefs,  the  old 
Arijhteltan  phl]ofo[ihy  being  ftill  taught  m«  (be  ichools,  as  . 
more  eonfon^nt  to  the  abfurd  icheme  of  divinity^  which 
to  this,  day  keeps  its  ground  in  Poland  and  Lithuania. 

In  the  palatinate  of  Troki  ftands  the  city  of  that  name, «,  , . 
tealled  in  Latin^  7*ro€um.  This  city  is  large,  populous,  built  ^  ^^'"* 
with  wood,  and  fortified  by  two  caftl^,  ariid  a  ftrong  wall, 
which  is  now  falling  into  ruin.  Before  the  palace  at  ff^ilna 
was  built,  the  ducat*  refidence  was  at  Troki ;  but  the  city 
and  palace -werei  deftroyed  by  fire  in  the  year  i390>  and  agaii^ 
demoliihedby  iYitRuJfians  in  1655.  Notwith^anding  Tr^ii 
is  deenied  the  capital  of  the  palatinate,  it  is  greatly  inferior  « 

in  bulk^  beauty,  opulence,  and  number  of  inhabitants,  to 
Grsdnp^  the  alternate  refidence  of  the  united  diets  ^^  P^^^^ q^q^q* 
and  Lit/mania.  >  This  city  ftaqds  on  the  river  Niemen  \  is  de-* 
fended  by  an  old  cafile,  deep  moat,  and  firong  fortifications, 
now  moufdf  ring  into  decay*  The  greatefi:  ornaments  of  the 
city  are  a  beautiful  bridge,  laid  over  the  river  by  Sigif- 
mund  III.  the  fineft  piece  of  architedture  in  the  Palijh  do- 
ft^iniona,  and  an  elegant  palace  built  by  the  prefent  king  of 
Pohmdi  st^n  immenfe  expence.  The  palaces  belonging  to  ^ 
die  faniilies  of  Sapieha  and  iS^^a^/ViV  are  like  wife  very  fuperb 
ftruflures,  to  which  we  may.  add  the  Jefuit  church,  and  a 
few  other  public  and  private  edvfice^.  in  Grodm  th^e  frater- 
nity of  Jefus  have  a  cofUege  for  the  inftruSion  of  youth, 
which  is  in  confiderable  reputation,  many  of  the  nobility^ 
both  of  Poland  and  LithuoHitt^  fending  their  children  to  re- 
ceive the  firft  principle  of  education,  under  the  tuition  of  a 
fbciety  celebrated  for  their  (kill  in  the  arts  aiid  fciences.  In, 
1753  almofl  th*  whole  city  was  confumed  by  fire ;  but  it  has  "^ 

been  fince  rebuilt,  and  reftored  to  its  forjmer  grandeur. 

BRESSIJ,  Brecia^  Brifcia^  or  Brexsk^  is  a  large  wooden  grefcia^ 
city,  built  on  the  borders  of  Lithuaniay  (landing  on  the  ri- 
ver Bog^  and  the  capital  of  a  palatinate  of  its  own  name. 
Here  is  the  mbft  numerous  fociety  of  Jews  in  Europe^  and 
a  kind  of  an  academy  of  Rabbinical  erudition,  to  which  the 
yewt  of  Italy  and  the  German  provinces,  not  only  refort, 
but  ftudy  and  pafs  through  certain  Jearned  degrees.  At  a 
fmall  diftance  from  the  city  (lands  a  royal  paUce  of  good 

archi- 


^[.14  ^^  I&ft^ry  0f  LithuaAid; 

^rehite£hire,  but  nedcSed  by  the  reigning  family.  In  tht 
£ime  palatinate  ftah£  fi/^,  once  famous  for  its  untverfityi 
and  flow  remarkable  only  Upon  account  of  a  fine  palace  be- 
longing to  the  houfe  6f  RadziviL 

Mfdibw.  AfSClSLAfP^  tbe  captui  of  a  palatinate  of  that  name,  in 
the  province  of  Litbuaman-RuJJia^  built  of  wood,  defended 
by  a  ftrong  caftle,  and  generally  well  garrifoned  on  account 
t)f  its  vicinity  to  the  frontiers  of  Mufcovy. 

Novogto-      NOyOGRODECi  alfo  the  capital  of  a  palatinate  In  the 

dec.  fame  province,  is  a  large  town^  built  with  the  fame  materials 

as  the  former,  and  antiently  the  patrimony  of  the  fecond  fons 
of  the  fovereigns  of  the  Great  Dutchy. 

Witiefix).  T^^  next  city  which  defervcs  any  notice  is  Witiahy  or 
Fitisbd'.  It  is  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Dwina^  is  de- 
fended by  two  ftrong  caftles,  and  carries  on  a  confiderable 
trade  with  J^ga^  and  other  places  in  Ltvonia,  In  Gwi^mni^t 
time  there  was  conftantly  a  garrifon  of  two  thouland  men 
kept  here;  and  he  acquaints  us,  that  himfelf  commanded 
OQe  of  the  companies,  conMihg  of  five  hundred  fotdiera. 

Minfki.         MINSKI  is  the  metropolitan  of  a  palatinate  of  the  fame 

.  name,  in  the  above  province.    The  city  is  large  and  ftrong, 

being  inclofed  by  a  double  wall)  a  deep  ditch,  and  other  for«* 

tifications,  which,  however,  could  now  make  but  a  flight  re- 

fiftance  againft  the  improvements  in  the  methods  of  attach* 

Polockz.  Tn£  laft  city  we  ftiall  mention  is  Pclochs^  the  capital  of  the 
palatinate  (rf'  this  name,  in  BUtck  l^uffia^  a  p^n  o(  Labiumiam 
Ruffia.  It  ftands  on  tbe  DwinOy  is  well  fortified  with  tvvo 
ftrohg  caftles,  and  is  the  refidence  of  a  bifliop.  The  inhabi- 
tants carry  on  a  confideraUe  trade,  end  money  is  in  great 
abundance  in  this  city,  on  account  of  the  provincial  diets 
and  courts  of  judicature^  which  are  held  in  this  place.  la 
Pobckz  the  Jefuits  have  a  college,  and  the  Gneis  an  academy, 
.  for  the  ftudy  of  philofophy.  We  thought  it  neceflSuy  to 
give  the  reader  this  (hort  account  of  a  country  b  Jitde  knowa 
in  the  weftem  parts  of  Europe  i  but  to  emer  upon  a  minme 
topographical  defcription  of  every  town  and  diflriA  would  be 
fbreigtr  to  our  defign,  and  equally  deftitute  of  ainufement  and 
inftru£^ion. 
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SEC  T.     II. 

Containing  the  Hiftefy  of  the  Great  Dukes  ^/ Lithuania^ 
until  the  Union  of  the  Bntchy  with  Poland  in  the 
Reign  of  J^gjAh. 

T  T  is  probable  that  the  Lithuanians  have  the  fame  common 
^  origin  with  the  PoUs^  and  all  the  northern  nations.  Writers, 
indeed,  pretend  to  afcertain  the  particular  name  by  which 
they  were  anciently  diftinguifhed,  and  call  them  the  Gepida^ 
a  branch  of  that  vaft  army  erf  Cifnbri  who  over- ran  Italy  m 
the  tonXvXttiXJ^oi  Caius  Marius^  and  were  defeated  and  driven 
back  with  the  lof^  of  forty  thoufand  men  by  that.  hero.   About 
the  fifth  century  the  inhabitants  of  th^  dutchy  had  the  name 
of  Lithuanians^  according  to  Erafmus  SteMa^  from  Zitaianus, 
ton  of  Femdi^fus^  king  of  PruJJia^  their  conqueror.     None  of 
the  circumftances  of  this  affair  are  recorded,  though  Stella^% 
coiije<5iures  have  an  air  Of  probability,  and,  if  not  true,  muft 
be  allowed  at  leaft  to  be  ingenious.    For  a  great  number  of 
years  they  were  fulWeft  to  the  Rujpans^  a  people  then  im- 
merfed  in  the  grofleft  idolatry  and  moft  pitiable  ignorance : 
the  manners  of  both  were  nearly  the  fame,  and  confequently 
we  cannot  expe£l  a  ilngle  ray  of  light  to  dired  our  inquiries 
into  this  period  of  obfcurity.    Whether  the  Lithuanians  were 
governed  during  their  fubjedion  by  a  Ruffian  lieutenant,  or 
whether  they  had  their  own  princes,  and  only  paid  tribute  ttf" 
the  conquerors,  is  what  we  cannot  determine:  hiftory  only 
mentions,  that  Mendolphus^  or  Mmdog^  Witenns^  and  Gedi^ 
mimiSy  were  the  fir  ft  Lithuanians  who  made  any  attempts  to 
break  the  (hackles  in  which  the  people  were  held,  and  to 
claim  independency.    Thofe  heroes  kindled  up  the  fparks  of 
liberty  which  had  long  been  fmothered  under  the  moft  tyran- 
nical fervitude;  and  notwithfiatiding  the  total  ignorance  of 
the  Lithuanians  in  the  art  of  war,    their  broken  and  op* 
^prefled  fptrit^  and  that  puftUanimity  which  ever  accompanies 
flavery,  they  fo  animated  them  by  their  eloquence  and  example, 
that  a  general  revolt  appeared^  and  divers  obftinate  battles 
were  fought  with  the  Ruffians^     Practice  foon  made  the 
Lithuanians  {oldicrs:  they  were  brave  and  hardy  by  nature, 
and  wanted  only  military  (kill,  and  proof  that  their  conquerors 
were. not  invincible,  to  acquire  freedom  and  reputation.     We 
(hall  have  occafion  to  relate  their  tranfaAions,  when  we  come 
to  the  reign  of  thojb  princes. 

What-' 


/4i6^  Tie  Htftity  ofUfimtik: 

Whatever  obfcurity  there  may  appear  to  us  m  the  hif- 
tory  of  Lithuania  J  in  the  period  preceding  the  reign  of  Men^ 
dogy  th^  cdchiTSitti  JkjtarukrOuagnini  hath  ventured  to  de- 
duce a  feries  of  princes  from  the  Italian  refugee  PaUemony 
though  we  cannot  difcover  upon  what  authority^  We  have 
already  mentioned  the  conjeSure  of  this  writer  refpe£lin^  the 
name  of  the  country ;  that  it  was  called  laltaTia  by  Palamon^ 
who,  on  account  of  his  fuperior  knowledge  in  the  civilized 
arts,  and  perhaps  in  war,  was  raifed  to  the  Tupreme  authority ; 
in  which,  «fter  his  deceafe,  he  was  fucceeded  by  bis  three 
grandfons,  BarcuSy  CunoJfuSy  and  &peray  among  whom  be  madd 
an  equal  partition  of  his  dominions. 

BORCUS,  CUNOSSUS,  and  SPERjf. 

The  large  territory  of  Samogitia  was  alEgned  to  Boreusj  of 
'  •  whom  Guagnini'  relates  nothing,  befides  his  having  burft  a 

ftrong  cattle  for  his  refidence  on  the  river  ^^n/z,  at  its  con- 
fluence with  the  Niemeriy  which  he  called  after  his  oWn  name 
and  that  of  the  river  on  which  itwas  iituated.  At  this.diiy 
there  is  an  old  cattle  on  the  fame  fp'ot,  cMti  Jarhorgh.  We 
have  no  account  whether  he  furvived  bis  (econd  bfodier  Ckr- 
nojfusy  or  whether  he  fubmitted  to  the  Ruffian  ybkCt  we  are 
only  told,  that  Cunojfus  extended  .  his  d6miOions  a  difi^rent 
way,  and  built  the  cattle  called  CunoJ/kv^  of  which  we  have 
had  occafion  to  fpeak  in  the  preceding'  tflttdry  of  Ptkmi. 
Whether  it  was  by  force  of  arrtis,  by  treaty,  or  by  intrigue, 
S'  that  this  prince  extended  his  influence^  we  are  left  to  con- 
jefture.  As  for  Ouagniniy  he  only  fays,  that,  irpoti  the  A^ta 
of  the  two  brothers,  Bonus  and  Spefa^  their  dominions  were 
feized  hy  Cunojfus ,  anne?^ed  to  his  own^  and  tranfmitted  to  his 
two  fons  Kyernus  and  Gybutus. 

KTERNUS  and  GrSUTUS.  \ 

The  latter  of  thefe  princes  had  Samag^ia^  and  the  great 
dutchy  of  Lithuania  was  given  to.  the  formier,  who  ereded  the 
cattle  oi  KyernoWy  and  there  fixed  his  irefideijce.  The  Rsif- 
fiansy  and  even  the  Lithuaniam\  afcribe  the  name  of  the 
country  to  this  prince,  who  formed  it  from  littus  and  tuia ', 
or  from  lituusy  a  hunting  horn,  becaufe  it  aflbrded  great  ira- 
riety  of  all  kinds  of  game,  and  that  Kyerf^s  dcjighted  in  field- 
diverfions.  At  his  death,  be  left,  his  dominiohs  to  his  fon 
Zivibundy  w\ii\t  Gyhutus  governed  Samogitia  with. great  repu- 
tation. It  would  appear,  that  either  the  PruJJians  had  not  yet 
ettablifhed  themfelves  in  Lithuania  or  Samogitia^  or  ^at  the 
brothers  were  too  fpirited  to  fubmit  tamely ;  for  we  are  told* 
5  that 
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that  after  feveral  conflids*  and  one  complete  vidory  gained  / 
over  thofe  barbarians,  they  penetrated  into  thie  frontiers  of 
Mufcovy^  laid  all  wafte  before  them,  and  were  returning  with 
an  immenfe  booty,  when  they  received  advice,  that  the  Livo^ 
mam  had  enter^  and  deftroyed  Samogitta.  Thefe  invaders 
had  quitted  the  country  loaded  with  plunder,  before  the  return 
of  the  princes ;  upon  which  they  immediately  refolved  to  take 
their  revenge,  entered  the  province  of  Livonia^  and  pillaged, 
burnt,  and  deflroyed  all  that  carne  in  their  way.  Such  was 
the  barbarous  method  of  carrying  on  war  in  thbfe  times  ! 

ZIFIBUNDVS   and   MVNTWIL. 

.  These  princes  fucceeded  to  the  dominions  of  their  fathers, 
either  by  ele£tion  or  hereditary  claim  ;  for  no  author  hath  re* 
marked  the  exad  period  when  the  Lithuanian  became  a  mixed 
government,  and^  a  compound  of  monarchy  and  democracy, 
at  which  time  it  is  probable  the  ducal  crown  was  made  elec- 
tive. Muntwil  furvived  his  elevation  but  a  few  months,  and 
at  his  death  he  left  his  dominions  to  his  fon  Vikunt ;  or  rather, 
according  to  Guagninsy  had  intereft  enongh  with  his  fubje<£b 
to  procure  the  continuance  of  the  fupreme  dignity  in  his  fa- 
mily :  from  whence  we  may  infer  that  it  was  eleiSive,  and  that 
the  people  claimed  the  privilege  of  dnifing  their  own  fove- 
reigns.  >  Ztvibund  lived  upon  terms  of  amity  with  his  nephew, 
with  defign  to  engage  him  in  the  projefls  he  had  formed 
againft  RuJJia^  a  country  which  at  t^iis  time  was  dreadfully  ra* 
vaged  by  the  lartars.  So  favourable  an  occafion  of  increafing 
his  wealth  and  glory  could  not  efcape  the  politic  adlive  prince* 
He  detached  an  army,  under  the  command  of  Erdzivil^  fon 
to  Vikunt^  towards  the  frontiers;  find,  by  the  valour  of  that  ♦ 
young  prince,  reduced  the  city,  caftle,  and  furrounding  coun- 
try ^  Novogrodec^  which  he  erefled  into  a  feparate  and  inde- 
pendent dutchy.  This  laid  the  foundation  of  further  con- 
quefts,  and  enabled  Ztvibund  to  extend  his  dominions  far  be- 
yond his  firft  defign.  Advancing  towards  the  river  Niemen^ 
he  conquered  all  the  adjacent  territory,  and  built  the  ftrong 
caftle  of  Gr^^«<7,  in  a  place  almoft  impregnable  by  nature. 
Thefe  advantages  fervcd  only  to  fpur  on  his  ambition  to  ftill 
greater  undertakings.  Accordingly  he  defcended  {ntoTod- 
lachtaj  and  g£iined  eafy  j[>o(reflion  of  Bre%cia^  Mtelnicy^Drochi-^ 
fca^  and  other  towns  and  cities  that  had  been  defolated  by  the 
Tartars^  and  at  laft  of  the  whole  province,  which  he  an- 
nexed to  Lithuania  and  the  dutchy  of  Novogrodec^  affigning, 
however,  large  parcels  of  land,  and  beftowing  certain  honours  ^ 
and  privileges,  upon  all  the  foldiers  and  officers  who  had  dif- 
MoD.  Hist,  Voj..  XXXIV.        E  e  tinguifhed 
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tingutflied  themfelves  in  the  expedition,  which  they  zhsx* 
wards  held  on  the  footing  of  military  tenures*  To  this  day 
divers  noble  families  in  that  country  bear  the  names  of  thofe 
heroes  who  had  been  honoured  with  thefe  marks  of  fovereign 
efleem*  It  is  probable,  that  young  Enfzivil  was  all  this  while 
at  the  head  of  the  forces;  for  we  now  find  him  augmenting 
bis  troops,  marching  againft  the  Tartars^  and  defeating  their 
king  Kurdajfus  in  a  bkody  pitched  battle,  fought  at  the  town 
of  Mezera^  near  the,  river  Qkuniokya..  He  is  indeed  mentioned 
by  our  author  as  prince  of  Lithuania ;  and  it  is  poffible  lie 
might  have  fucceeded  to  that  dignity  on  the  death  oiZivibund^ 
his  valour  and  other  heroic  qualities  having  rendered  him  ex* 
tremely  popular ;  yet  is  there  no  exprefs  detail  of  his  govern- 
ment, though  Guagnitti  intiadates  that  hejretgned,  wiicnhe 
&ys  that  he  was  fucceeded  by  his  two  ibns» 

MINGJILUS  and  ALGIMVN7US. 

MINGAILUS  and  Jlgimuntm  were  the  children  of  Eri- 
'ziviL  The  latter  had  Samogitia  for  his  portion,  and  the 
'  kitmer  Lithuania ;  a  dutchy  which  we  fee  was' always  afligned 
to  the  elder  brother  aa  the  mod  valuable,  and  in  fome  meafure 
the  paternal  part  of  the  Lithuanian  dominions  ;  for  though, 
among  the  northern  nations,  the  power  of  eledion  was  veftedx 
in  the  people,  yet  there  are  but  comparatively  few  inflance^ 
where  primogeniture  hath  been  fet  afide,  except  for  incapacity 
to  govern,  or  fome  fault  of  difpofition-  Wc  know  nothing 
of  the  government  of  Algimuntus^  and  little  more  of  that  of 
Mingauus^  than  that  he  trode  in  the  fyftem  laid  down  by  his 
father,  of  extending  his  authority  at  the  expence  of  the  inv^^ 
terate  enemies  of  his  dutchy,  the  Rujjians\  After  a  variety  of 
ftirmifhes,  attended  with  various  fortune,  he  came  at  length 
to  a  general  action  with  the  enemy  near  Grodxeckzy  ^RuOian 
fortrefs,  which  he  deftroyed ;  and  after  viftory  had  been  Topg 
difputed  with  great  obijinacy,  and  feveral  thoufands  on  both 
fides  were  flain,  fortune  declared  (or  MingailuSj  thcJRuJ^ns 
were  totally  defeated,  the  city  Polocz,  was  taken,  the  province 
of  that  name  reduced,  and  the  government  of  the  reigning 
prince  rendered  as  abfolute  as  that  of  his  father  over  the  ter- 
ritory of  Novogrodec,  Having  by  thefe  means  fecured  and 
extended  his  dominions,  exalted  his  charader,  and  imprefled 
the  neighbouring  princes  with  awe  and  refpecS  for  his  perjfbn^ 
he  yielded  up  his  laft  breath,  and  left  his  dominions  to  his  two 
fons,  in  the  fapie  equal  manner  that  had  been  pra£lifed  by  all 
the  former  princes  of  Lithuania^ 

5  SKIK^ 
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SKIRMUNT,  ^rSKIERMUN,  and  GINFIL. 

The  firft  of  thefe  princes,  who  was  alfo  the  elder  brother^ 
Vf2iS  duke  of  Lithuania  znA  Novogradec  \  while.the  younger,  in 
confequence  of  his  father^s  will,  entered  into  the  pofleilion  of 
PolocZf  which  he  formed  into  a  dutchy.  Skirmunt  was  mild^ 
timid,  and  Inadive,  contenting  himfelf  with  the  quiet  enjoyr 
inent  of  his  own  dominions,  without  feeking  to  enlarge  them^ 
pr  encroach  on  the  property  of  his  neighbours ;  in  which  con* 
fifted  almoft  the.  whole  virtue  of  the  barbarous  princes  of  that 
military  age,  when  valour  was  deemed  fuperior  to  all  other 
qualities,  and-juftice  in  a  fovereign  was  thought  a  plea  for 
pufillanimity.  Nothing  is  recorded  1)efides  of  this  duke.— 
His  brother  was  of  a  difpofition  the  very  reverfe  bf  what  we 
have  defcribed  :  lively,  impetuous,  and  ambitious,  he  adopted 
'the  maxims^  pyrfued  by  his  father  and  grandfather!  regarded 
the  Ruffian  dominions  as  legal  plunder  j  and  though  there  fub- 
lifted  no  other  caufe  of  difference  than  the  ancient  animofity 
of  the  two  nations,  he  entered  upon  a  war,  and  by  his  fuc*  , 
cefs  gained  the  reputation  of  a  hero.  Ginvil  was  the  firft  of 
the  XriV/'«^w/7«  race  of  princes  who  embraced  Chriftianity.  He 
was  converted  by  his  wife,  a  lady  of  German  extrafiion,  was 
baptized  by  the  name  ofGinvil^  and  died  a  fincere  believer, 
leaving  the  dutchy  of  P^/pfZ  to  his  (on  Boris,  who  alfo  fuc- 
ceeded  to  his  uncle's  dotninions,  Skirmunt  having  left  no  male 
iffue. 

BORIS. 

No  fooner  were  the  laft  obfequies  perforin ed  to  the  memory 
of  Ginvil  than  Boris  took  into  his  hands  the  reins  of  author  ' 
rity,  and  foon  gave  convincing  proofs  of  his  dexterity  and  ca- 
pacity. He  did  not  enter  lipon  open  hoftilities  with  any  of  his 
neighbours ;  but  the  fbrmidable  army  which  he  maintained, 
and  the  excellent  oesonomy  obfervable  through  every  depart- 
ment of  the  ftate,  impreffed  the  powers  moft  difpofed  tb  a 
rupture  with^fuch  an  idea  of  Boris^  that  fear  obliged  them  to, 
drop  their  refentment  and  ambitious  defigns.'  Having,  by 
mere  dint  of  good  policy,  fecured  the  peace  of  his  dominions, 
he  applied  himfelf  to  beautify  and  adorn  the  country  with  feve^ 
ral  magnificent  buildings,  among  the  principal  of  which  might  • 
be  reckoned  the  church  of  St.  Sophia^  a  beautiful  edifice  huik 
with  bricks.  To  this  prince  the  town  and  caftle  of  Borijfow 
owe  their  origin,  as  well  as  feveral  cities,  churches,  and  public 
buildings;  from  whence  we  may  infer,  that,  bred  up  in  the 
Chriftian  faith  by  his  parents,  he  was  defirous  of  extending 
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the  Wcffings  of  the  Gofpe!  (A).  After  all,  it  is  douhtfuT 
whether  this  prince  was  aSually  fovereign  of  Lithuania^  or 
whether  he  fucceeded  to  Poloc%  only.  Sortie  writers  alledge, 
that  Aftngailus  left  t  fon,  whb  governed  inXitbuania  during 
the  period  we  have  recited  in  the  two  laft  reigns ;  but  as  it 
would  be  hnpofSble,  at  thi^  diHance  of  thne,  and  with  the 
fcatity  materials  which  the  annals  of  this  courttry  afford,  to 
correS  ^ny  errors  that  may  have  crept  into  the  fucceflibn,  w^ 
(hall  pUrfue  the  order  obferved  by  Guagniniy  and  relate  all 
that  we  krtow  of  the  dukes  of  the  rfew  dutchy  PoIoct^^  as  there 
appears  a  prob^ility  that  they  might  alfo  have  been  dukes  of 
Lithuanra* 

BASILIUS    RACHWOLD. 

The  next  prince  of  Polotz^  and  probably  of  Lithuania^  was 
.Baftlius  Racbwoldy  the  fon  of  5*m,  celebrated  for  the  huma- 
.  nity  of  his  difpofition,  and  the  found  policy  that  ^reigned 
through  his  whole  government.  No  particulars  of  this  reigit 
are  tranfmitted  to  pofterity,  farther  than  that  it  was  happy 
and  pacific.  BafHius^  dymg  at  an  advanced  ^age,  left,  his  do* 
^inionls  to  hi&  fon  Illebm  and  his  daughter  Porojka^ia. 

HE  BUS   and  POROSKAF/A 

The  dominions  of  Bafitius  were  divided  between  H^ius 
^nd  his  fifter  ^  but  we  are  ftrangers  to  the  provinces  affigned 
to  each ;  nor  do  we  know  any  thing  more  of  the  prince  than 
'  that  he  died  foon  after  his  accedion,  and  left  Porojkavia  fole 
fovereign.  This  lady  was  a  devotee :  at  firft  fhe  was  a  bigoir 
to  the  church  of  Greece ^  and  employed  her  whole  time  in-  the 
Ceremonies  enjoined  by  that  religion*  Towards  the  clofe  of 
life  (he  was  converted  to  the  Catholic  faith,  and  foon, became 
the  weak  tool  of  prieffcrafr,  fuperftition,  and  hypbcrify,  car- 
rying her  enthufiafm  fo  far  as  to  defert  her  people  for  the  fake 
of  kifling  the  toe  of  St.  Peter's  repreientative,  and  offering  up 
her  devotions  before  certain  relicks  at  Rome^  whese  Cbe  died. 

(A)  It  will  admit  of  no  doubt  endowed  with  certain  privileges.. 

that  Boris  was  a  Chriflian,   if  This  at  the  lame  time  implies, 

what  Guagnini  alledges  be  ere-  that  he  was  not  duke  of  Lithua- 

*      dited,  a//«.  that  he  huilt  a  mo-  nia ;  foxjagello  is  faid  to  be  the 

'  naftery,  and  fine  church,  to  the  firft  convert  to  Chriftiinity   in 

Lord  Jefui  Chrifty    which    he  that  dutchy  (i). 
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It  16  next  io  impoiSble  to  deterqiine  whether  this  prince 
w.as  the  fon  oi  Porofiavia^  or  only  the  next  of  kin  to  the 
ducal  crown.  Gmgnini^  indeed,  fpeaks  of  him  as  if  he  wei^ 
the  fon  o^MingailuSj  the  elder  ion  ofMrdzivUy  who,  accord- 
ing to  fpme  wjiteis,  fucceeded  to  the  ducal  throne  of  ZiW- 
bund.  But  it  appears,  fwm  fome  expreiEons  in  the  Palijb 
writers,  that  there  wa$  at  lead  thcf  fpacei  of  fourfcore  years 
between  'iivitund  arid  Porojkavia ;  whence;  we  conjed^ure  that 
Barisy  Ba/iluiSy  and  Hebus^  were  zBiMzVLy  fovereigns  4>f  Liibua^ 
nia^  as  well  as  of  Pplocz^  though  they  took  up  Uieir  refidence 
In  the  latter  dutchy  ;  and  that  theSJdrmunt  yi^hofe  reigo  we 
are  now  about  to  relate,  was  cither  the  fon  of  Porojkavtay  or  a 
j}rince  of  the  blood,  railed  at  her  death  to  the  fupreme  dign]t3r 
by  the  fufl&ages  of  the  people.  The  four  laft  mentioned 
princes  take  up  a  ftiorter  period  than  the  fingle  reign  of  Skir^ 
munty  according  to  Guagnini ;  and  yet  he  confeffes,  that  Ba^ 
Jilius  ri^igned  a  great  number  of  years,  aixd  died  at  a  very  ad- 
v'anced  age ;  -by  which  means  he  renders  the  LuthuaniQn  chro* 
nology  fo  perplexed,  that'there  is  no  poffibility  of  reconciling 
it  with  the  Polijh^  except  by  fpppofing  that  two  princes  of  the 
fame,  name  wore  the  ducal  crown  at  different  and  diftant  in- 
tervals. We  muft  adcnowledge,  however,  that,  ^fter  all  our 
labour,  we  have  not  been  able  to  fix  the  precife  time  when 
«ach  duke  flouriihed ;  but  we  may  form  a  general  efiimate  of 
the  chronology  of  the  Lithuanian  princes,  by  tracing  them 
back  from  Jagello^  or  even  from  fome  of  his  predcceflbrs ;  be** 
caufe  the  aera  of  his  acceffion  to  the  crown  ^  Poland  is  de- 
tecmined,  and  fome  of  the  tranfa3ions  of  the  preceding 
reigns  happen  to  coincide  with  the  relations  of  the  Polijb  s 

writers.  Skirmmt  II.  wasconftantly  engaged  in  war.  with  the 
Ruffians^  and  generally  Wdorious.  He^  gave  their  general 
Micfjlausy  whom  fome  call  duke  of  RuJftOy  a  decidve  over* 
throw  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Vinjka ;  then  formed,  facked, 
and  deftroyed  that  city,  and  reduced  Terowia,  Afterwards 
be  defeated  BalMaius^  prince  of  the  Tartars^  who  had  made 
incurlions  into  his  conquefts  in  RvJJia ;  and,  after  taking  fe^ 
veral  thoufand  prifoners,  obliged  him  to  retreat. with  great 
precipitation.  He  next  carried  fire  and  fword  into  the  very 
bowels  lof  the  Mufcoviu  empire,  becaufe  the  prince  of  RuJJta^ 
in  conjunction  with  the.TZir/tfri,  had  endeavoured  to, revenge 
the  late  difgraces  by  an  attack  on  Lithuania.  Notwith (land- 
ing thefe  .repeated  vidories,  the  dutchy  was  ftill  regarded  as 
.a  j)rovince»  and^he  dukes  acknowledged  the  foyereignty  of  the 
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great  duke  of  Ruffta^  at  the  ratne  time  they  w^re  engaged  in 
open  hofiilities  with  his  great  vafials  and  the  governors  of  pro- 
vinces, who  fometimes  threw  off  their  allegiance  to  the  fov^- 
reign.  This  would  feem  to  be  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  in- 
fiance ;  for  though  we  are  told  that  the  Lithuanians  and  RuJ^ 
fians  were  perpetually  at  war,  yet  it  is  confefied  that  Mmdog 
was  the  firft  who  broke  the  chains  of  the  Lithuanians^  .and 
rendered  the  dutchy  independent  on  the  Ri^fian  empire.  Skir-- 
ntunt  now  met  a  body  of  Mufcoviies  in  the  open  field,  and 
after  defeating  them  with  prodigious  flaughter,  fubdued  the 
cities  and  provinces  of  Mozera^  Czernichoviay  and  Carazopia, 
which  he  annexed  to  his  own  dominions,  and  left  to  his  three 
fans,  to  be  held  of  the  ducal  crown  of  Litbuaniay  that 
went  to  bis  uncle  Kukovitus. 

KV  KO  VITUS. 

This  reign  exhibits  a  ftrong  prefumption  that  the  Lithua- 
nian crown  was  eleftive  ;  for  we  fee  the  three  fons  of  the  late 
fovereign  fet  afide  to  make  way  for  the  uncle,  though  no  rea- 
fon  is  afligned  for  this  proceeding  by  any  hiftorian.  Kukovitus 
purfued  different  maxims  from  thofe  adopted  by  his  nephew  ; 
and,  either  out  of  policy,  or  from  a  pacific  difpofition,  flruck 
up  a  treaty  with  the  Rujftansj  which  he  preferved  inviolably 
through  a  long  feries  of  years  to  the  end  of  his  life,  At  his 
deceaie  his  dominions  devolved  to  his  fon-in*Iaw, 

GIEDRUSSVS, 

who  had  married  his  only  daughter  and  fole  heire(s  Patafa^ 
He  was  a  prince  of  extraordinary  ability  and  valour ;  yet  he 
found  it  advifeable  to  preferve  the  public  tranquillity,  and  live 
upon  terms  of  friendfhip  with  the  Ruffians^  whom  he  detefted 
as  the  inveterate  enemies  of  his  country.  To  this  fyftem  he 
clofely  adhered  during  the  courfe  of  a  long  reign,  by  which 
means  he  rendered  the  inhabitants  of  Lithuania  znd  Sfamogitia 
naore  happy  than  under  any  former  prince.  Impartial  pofterity 
will  admire  the  virtue  of  a  fovereign  who  is  capable  of  Sacri- 
ficing his  inclinations  and  ambition  to  the  real  intereft  of  his 
people. 

R  I  N  G  O  L7. 

.  On  the  death  ol  Qiedruffus^  Ringolt^  his  only  fon,  flepped 
into  the  ducal  throne  with  the  unanittious  confent^of  the 
whole  nation,  who  had  difcovered  in  his  youth  all  the  quali- 
ties of  a  hero,  which  however  the  maxims  of  his  father's  go- 
yernnient  bad  preven&ed  his  exerting.    To  the  found  judgr 
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ment  of  the  parent,  he  joined  all  that  fire  and  vigour  of  gc-  . 
nius  which  prompts  the  foul  to  a<3ioft  and  enterprize.  He 
was  fenfible  he  might  preferve  his  dominions  in  peace  andXe- 
curity  by  iFollowtng  the  fteps  marked  out  by  his  predeceflbr; 
but  he  iikewife  knew  that  the  avil  divifions  in  RuJJia  afforded 
an  opportunity  of  extending  his  authority,  and  perhaps  of  ^re- 
covering national  liberty^  and  aboli(hing  that  ^Qiairreful  and 
grating  tribute  paid  to  the  grand  duke  of  Mufcoty.  This  laft 
was  a  policy  more  c6nfonant  to  his  inefinations,  and  that  a6li- 
vity  of  mitiA  of  which  he  was  poflcffed.  He  therefore  began 
to  augment  his  forces  and  garrifons,  and  made  all  the  necef-' 
iiiry  preparations  fqr  coming  to  an  open  rupture  5  and  the  firjd  v, 
year  after  his  acceffion,  he  refufed  paying  the  ufual  homage 
t^  a  prince  who  confidered  himfelf  as  his  fovereign.  Ritigolfs 
fpirited  condud  inccnfed  the  great  duke  of  RuJJia^  and  deter- 
mined him  not  only  to  levy  thifc  tribute,  but  to  invade  Lithua- 
niay  and  ftrrp  the  young  prince  of  all  his  dominions.  Accord- 
ingly he  afferribled  a  prodigious  army,  xompofed  of  RuJJians 
and  TdrtafSy  marched  towards  ^the  frontiers  of  the  dutchy, 
and  advanced  to  Mohelna^  where  he  was  met  with  far  inferioi* 
forces  hy  Jiirtgolt^  who  nevetthelefs  joined  battle  without  re- 
ItiiStance.  •  The  engagerfient  was  bloody ;  numbers  were  op- 
pofed  to  courage,  and  vi<3ory  for  a  long  while  fluftuated 
from  one  fide  to  another.  At  length  Ringolt^  fupported  by  a 
body  of  chofen  troops,  broke  in  upon  the  Tartan^  and  defeated 
them  with  terrible  carnage.  Their  confufion  produced  difor- 
iJer  among  th^  Ruffians ^  which  was  improved  by  the  (kill  and 
intrepidity  of  the  LiihuaniaH  duke,  who,  dropping  the  pur- 
fuit  of  the  fugitive  7"/7r/fl^j,  fell  upon  the  rear  oi  xht  RuJJians 
with  his  felecft  corps,  and  without  confiderable  lofs  obtained  a 
complete  vi6iory.  In  this  engagement  were  flain  three  gene- 
rals of  the  firft  diftinftion  in  the  Ruffian  army,  and  the  czar 
efcaped  being  taken  prifoner  with  the  utmoft  difficulty.  In  a 
.word,  it  was  the  moft  glorious  and  dccifive  advantage  ever  . 
obtained  by  tht  Lithuanians  againft  an  enemy  :  it  opened  the 
way  to  conqueft,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  that  liberty  that 
was  fo  bravely  recovered  by  Mendng^  the  fon  and  fucceflbr  of 
the  intrepid  JC/«^<7//.  After  this  viftory,  the  jjri nee  crowned 
his  reputation  by  a  variety  of  acSts  of  clemency  and  publ  c  fpirit  ;  ' 
but  we  are  not  informed  whether  he  purfued  his  blow,  en- 
larged his  dominions,  ^r  abolilhcd  the  tribute,  agreeable  to 
his  firft  refolutton,  W,c  may  infer,  that  he  ftill  confented  to 
acknowledge  the  foverei^nty  of  Mufcovy^  as  Mendog^  Vitenus^ 
2LxA'Gediminus^  are  called  the  firft  princes  who  reftored  and 
fully  eftaWiflicd  the  independency  of  Lithuania. 

Ee4  MEN- 
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M  E  N  D  6  G. 

A.  D.       Full  of  years  and  glory  RingoU  died,  and  left  the  dutchy 
'H5*    of  Lithuania^  and  vaft  territory  oi  Sam&gitiay  to  his  fon  Mi»- 
dogy  with  the  full  confent  and  approbation  of  his  fubjefis; 
The  young  prince  inherited  all  the  good  qualities  of  his  glo- 
rious anceilors :  he  had  been  taught  the  arts  of  war  and  peace 
under  the  immediate  inflru£tion  of  a  father,  who  was  the  beft 
fiatefman  and  foldier  in  his  dombions.    His  genius  was  quick, 
penetrating,  and  lively ;  and  his  capacity  vaft  and  extenfive. 
He  entered  upon  the  government  with  advantages  which  no 
former  prince  ever  enjoyed :  the  revenues  were  in  the  keft  or- 
der, the  army  completely  flu{bed  with  victory,  and  the  people 
extremely  attached  to  his  perfon ;  confequently  he  was  en- 
abled to  enter  upon  ftill  greater,  defigns'  than  Ringoli's  fitua* 
tion  would  permit.      His  firft  expeditions  were  againft  the 
knights  of  the  Teutonic^  Order  reficjing  in  Prujia,  who,  by 
dint  of  valour  and  intrigue,  had  gained  pofTeffion  of  a  vaft 
tra£l  of  country,  were  d^ily  augmenting  their  territories,  and 
were  now  become  formidable  to  Poland^  and  all  the  neigh- 
bouring fiates  and  kingdoms.     It  was  policy,  rather  than  any 
particular  injury,  that  impelled  Mendog  to  this  enterprize*   He 
perceived  that  the  moft  rational  means  of  eSabliihing  the  fe- 
curity  of  his  own  dominions  was  to  attack  ^  ambitious  fra- 
ternity, who  would  certainly  invade  Lithuania  as  foon  as  a 
fair  opportunity  offered,  and  they  believed  themfelves  fuffi- 
ciently  powerful.    With  this  view  he  advanced  at  the  head 
of  a  numeroiis  army  towards  Prujia^  and  penetrated  into  the 
bowels  of  the  country  before  the  knights  had  prepared  the 
means  of  refiftance.     Here  he  reduced  a  great  variety  of 
towns,  and  obtained  fuch  important  advantages,  that  the 
fraternity  made  all   the  conceffions  required,  and  gave  full 
fecurity  that  they  would  make  no  attempts  to  difturb  the  peace 
cither  of  Lithuania  or  Samogitia, 

Having  fully  accompli&ed  his  defigns  on  this  fide,  Mm^ 
dog  turned  his  arms  againft  the  petty  ibveteigns  of  Smolenjio 
and  Volhiniay  whom  he  foon  reduced  to  a  ffate  of  dependence 
and  fealty  upon  the  crown  of  Lithuania.  This.drew  him  into 
a  war  with  Boleflaus  the  Cbajie^  king  of  Poland^  who  claimed 
Smolenjko  and'  volhinia  as  provinces  of  the  republic,  which  he 
was  bound  by  the  pa6la  conventa  to  proteS  and  deliver  down 
to  his  fuccefior.  It  is  probabie  too,  that  Bolfjkus  had  takea 
part  wltiji  the  Teutonick  knights,  who  had  been  greatly  affift- 
ing  to  him  in  the  recovery  of  his  right  againft  the  children  of 
Conrade  and  Henry  the  Beardtd,  as  v^cll  as  in  driving  the  Tar- 
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tars  out  of  Poland.  TSq  this  as  it  may,  certain  it  is,  that 
Adendog^  or  Mimdaw^  entered  the  dominions  of  the  republic, 
where  he  committed  terrible  ravages,  almoft  without  oppofi'- 
tton,  as  the  whole  country  was  at  that  time  divided  into  civil 
faftions.  The  Polijh  writers  however  alledge,  that  he  was  at 
length  met  and  defeated  by  the  republican  army,  though 
nothing  to  this  purppfe  appears  in  tht Lithuanian  annals.  The 
truth  is,  that  each  nation  endeavours  to  magnify  vi6):orie$» 
apd  conceal  defeats,  with  as  much  indufliry  as  if  the  fortune 
of  a  war,  carried  on  above  five  centuries  fince,  could  any  way 
affe^  the  reputation  of  the  prefent  generation.  If  we  are 
to  be  determined  by  probability,  the  advantage  was  on  the 
fide  of  Mendog.  He  was  poffeffed  of  great  military  talents; 
he  was  fupported  by  a  numerous  army  fluihed  with  conquefi  ; 
he  fought  a.divided  oppreffed  enemy;  and  he  no  fooiier  rid 
himfelf  of  this  enterprize,  than  he  entered  upon  another  flili 
more  dangerous  :i  but  we  can  decide  nothing  with  certainty, 
^here  the  different  relations  are  fo  contradidory. 

MENDOG  terminating  the  Polijh  war,  as  we  conje<aurc 
to  his  fatisfa£Hon,  employed  his  arms  in  the  next  place 
againft  Daniel  duke  of.  RuJJia^  or  emperor  of  Mufioyy^  over 
whom  be  obtained  many  fignal  victories,  in  defpite  of  the 
iuperiority  of  that  powerful  antagonift.  We  imagine  the 
Poles  wexCf  at  this  time,  in  alliance  with  the  RuJ^ans;  for 
Guagnini  alledges,  that  the  Lithuanians  deftroyed  whole  ar- 
mies of  Cbriftians,  althovigh  we  imagine  the  dodlrine  of  the 
gofpei  was  not  then  publicly  received  in  Mufcovy ;  and  indeed 
it  would  feem  from  this  expreffion,  that  Mendog  h'wftU  hsid 
abjured  the  truths  which  had  been  adopted  by  fome  of  his 
anceftor?.  This  is  farther  confirmed  hy  an  exprefs  declara- 
tion that  he  had  been  converted  to  Chriftianity  by  the  Teuto^ 
nic  knights,  ia  acknowledgment  of  which  fervice  he  made 
aver  all  his  dominions  to  the  order,  by^an  irrevocable  decree, 
at  the  perfuafion  of  Henry  de  Saltza^  or  as  he  is  frequently 
csAhd  lierman  a  Salfen^  the  fourth  grand-mafter.  This  fit  of  , 
gratitude  was  but  of  fliort  duration  :  Mendog  began  to  re- 
fitdi  upon  the  defpicable  figure  he  fhould  make  after  he  was 
divefted  of  his  dignity  and  dominions,  which  he  now  regarded 
as  mo>e  than  an  equivalent  for  the  new  lights  he  had  re- 
ceived. He  repented  of  the  exchange  ;  and  notwithftanding 
ambaifadors  had  been  difpacched  to  Rome  to  procure  the  pon- 
tiff's ratification,  he  determined  to  retradl,  and  not  only  de* 
nied  admidion  to  the  pope's  nuncio  into  the  dutchy,  but  re- 
fufed  furrendering  any  part  of  his  dominions  to  the  knights, 
and  returned,  with  his  whole  people,  to  the  antient  idolatry  of 
'  (he  country.  Mendog  was  too  fagacious  not  to  penetrate  into  the 
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defigns  of  the  holy  fee,  and  that  afpiring  order,  who,  under 
pretence  of  giving  falvatton  to  the  heathen  world,  were  ex- 
*  tending  their  own  influence  and  power ;  but  he  firft  fufiered 
himfelf  to  be  iniK:fted  with  the  badges  of  regal  dignity  by 
the  pope,  before  he  declared  his  intentions.  When  be  had 
gained  this  point  he  threw  off  all  difguife,  and  the  knigfata 
found  it  advifeable  not  to  purfue  the  dictates  of  refentment. 
On  the  contrary,  they  clapped  up  a  treaty  with  htm,  and  en- 
tered into  an  alliance  againft  the  duke  of  Mazovhy  whofe 
territories  now  became  the  objed  di  Mendo^%  ambition.  This 
country  he  invaded  with  a  powerful  army,  and  carried  all  be- 
fore him  by  fire  and  fword ;  but  Home  advantage  which  the 
knights  had  taken  of  his  abfence^  obliged  him  to  return  be- 
fore he  had  completed  his  defign,  and  enter  upon  a  frefh  war 
with  the  Titttonic  order.  He  attacked  Prujfta  without  the 
formality  of  remonftrance  or  declaration,  laid  an  infinity  of 
cities,  towns,  and  villages  in  a(hes,  flew  all  the  Chriftians 
that  came  in  his  way,  without  diftindion,  and  rendered  the 
whole  a  moft  piteous  fpe£tacle  of  cruelty  aAd  barbarity.  In 
the  winter  he  returned  with  vaft  fpoil  into  Uthuama^  fully 
propofing  to  renew  his  profitable  incurfions  the  fucceeding 
feafon.  The  fpring  accordingly  no  fooner  arrived  than  he 
began  his  third  expedition  againfl:  the  knights,  whom  he 
debated  in  a  pitched  battle,  after  the  grand-mafters  oi  Li- 
vonia and  Prujfia  had  perifhed  in  the  field.  He  next  lard 
fiege  to  Carfowin  and  Heizburg^  both  which  places  he  re- 
duced by  famine,  after  an  obflinate  refiilance,  which  en« 
couraged  him  to  inveft  Konigjberg^  where  he  was  repulfed 
with  great  flaughter. 

On  his  return  to  Livonia,  Mendog  applied  afiidnoufly  to  re- 
pair his  lofles,  and  put  the  army  and  treafury  in  the  beft  con- 
dition poffible ;  after  efFe£iing  which  he  formed  a  new  pro- 
jed  againft  Mazoviay  .and  entered  into  an  alliance  with 
Swarno  prince  of  Rujfta.  CoUeSing  a  vafl  army  he  made 
a  fuddcn  irruption  into  the  dutchy,  laid  half  Mozovia  in 
aflies,  and,  by  the  celerity  of  his  motions,  found  means  to 
furprife  duke  Zemoviius  in  his  palace  of  JafdoWy  together 
with  his  fon  Conrade.  The  duke,  attempting  to  make  fbme 
refifl;ance,  was  flain  by  the  hand  of  Swarno^  who  cut  ofF  his 
head  at  one  blow ;  but  Conrade  was  faved  by  the  generofity 
o^Mendog^  and  fet  at  liberty  the  following  year,  at  a  mode- 
rate ranfom.  There  now  remained  nothing  to  oppofe  him ; 
the  Lithuanians  ravaged  all  Mozovia  and  Cujaiva  at  pleafure; 
he  burnt  the  towns,  defolated  the  country,  and  carried  ofF 
the  men,  cattle,  and  other  booty,  in  what  numbers  and  abun- 
dance Mendog  thought  proper.    As  if  his  refentment  and  cruel 
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dHpofitian  had  not  beien  yet  fally  fatisUed,  be  returned  so 
fopn  as  the  rigour  of  the  feafon  would  permit ;  but  fixuling 
his  expedadofls  of  pliinder  dif^ppointed,  he  fell  upon  fome  . 
•lands  belonging  to  the  arqhl^jyihQp  of  G»4?/^^v reduced  and. 
pillaged  fai$  towm,  and  earned  off  immente  booty ;  for  in ' 
thofe  days  almoft  half  the  we^th  of  the  republic  was  in  the 
hapds  of  ecckfiaftics.  He  fc^ce'met  with  any  oppofitiofi  in 
tbe£b  b^barous  incurfions ;  /and  it  doth  ^fiot  appear  that  the.  < 
P$les  at  ail  interefted  tht^ni^Ivies  in  x&^j^nging  the  injury  done 
tQ  the  iirft  prelate  of  the  republic,  probably  becaufe  the  civil 
commotions,  whkb  had  for  £o  many  years  diilra^d  the  king- 
dom, wndre  not  .yet  fubfidedt  Whether  it  was  th^t  BoIeJIaus 
had  not  gained  poSk&Qn  of  all  the  provinces  .belonging. 
to  the  republic,  particularly  of  Afozm^ ;  or  that  he  prefer- 
red fitting  a  tame  fpe^tator/pf  the  ruin  of  part  of  his  domi^ 
nions,  to  entering  upon  a  war  which  might  endanger  the 
whole  :  certain  it  is,  that  neither  the  Poiijh  nor  Lithuanian 
writers  take  notice  of  any  mutual  hoftilities  between  the  tvvo 
nations  until  the  death  o^  Mendog  and  the  P^A}?^  monarch, 
when  the  great  alliance  was  formed  between  th^  RuJ/ians, 
lartarsy  and  Lithuanians^  for  the  deftrudlion  of  the  republic, 
iii  the  reign  of  X^fZ^tfx  VII,  furnamed /^^  jBA?^^.  The  mili- 
tary operations  were  wholly  on  the  fide  of  the  Lithuanians^ 
who  enriched  themfelves  almoft  without  refiftance,  by  rob- 
bing and  defpoiling  all  their  Chriftian  neighbours.  Meridog 
grew  more  inveterate  againft  them  j  after  he  had  abjured  their 
faith,  and  feerped  to  regard  them  as  a  fet  of  irapoftors,  who 
gained  prefent  advantages  from  the. ^credulous,  for  vain  pro- 
ihire3  of  future  felicity.  It  pleafed  God  at  laft  to  remove 
this  fcourge;  of  piety  and  religion,  by  thq  hands  of  his 
own  children.  His  grandfon  Str^nat,  and  his  fon- in-law 
Dounant^  ambitious  of  fbaring  his  dominions  and  regal  dig- 
nity, entered  into  a  confpiracy  againft  his  life^  and  aflaffi- 
nated  him  while  he  was  afleep  in  his  palace,  in  the  yeat  1 263. 

ST  RO  i  NAT. 

Death  had  no  fooner  fealed  the  eyes  of  the.  dreaded 
Mendog^  than  his  mndfon  feized  upon  his  dominions ;  but 
we  do  not  find  that  he  afiumed  the  regal  dignity.  Lithua- 
nia and  Samogitia  fell  to  his  fhare ;  while  the  partner  of  his 
crime  was  forced  to  content  himfelfwith  the  fmall  territory 
of  Cojian^  where  he  built  the  c^ftle  and  palace  of  Ufcian. 
Xhe  fuccefs  confequent  on  the  firft  villainy  committed  by 
Stroinaty  impelled  him  to  deeds  equally  atrocious  and  cruel 
with  the  murder  of  his  grandfather  and  fovereign.    He  now 
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poilatcd  hb  hands  with  the  blood  of  hfs  legitimate  brother 
Fcravil^  duke  of  PohcZf  wbofc  doninii^ro  he  feksed,  adding 
one  crime  to  another,  until  he  becamenhe  dereftation  and 
horror  of  alt  his  fubjefks.  Several  confpiracies  were  formed 
todepofe  or  aflaffinate  him ;  but  that  juft  retribution  was  re- 
ferved  for  Woifalk,  the  fon  of  the  late  king  MifuUg^  then  a 
monk  in  the  Ruffian  dominions.  This  young  prince,  fired 
with  the  ambition  of  revenging  his  father's  death,  and  re- 
lieving his  oppref&d  country,  that  lay  expiring  under  the 
moft  cruel  ftripes  of  tyranny,  privately  quitted  the  habjt> 
came  in  difguife  to  the  court  of  Strainat,  formed  a  coniider* 
able  fadion,  and  put  the  tyrant  to  death ;  upon  which  he  ftept 
iato  his  throne,  with  the  unanimous  confenc  of  the  people. 

WO  I  S  J  L  K. 

Though  Wotfalk  had  led  for  fome years  the  life  of  a  re- 
clufe,  and  had,  during  his  youth,  difcovered  no  iparks  of  am- 
bition, yet  he  no  fooner  afcended  the  throne,  than  it  became 
apparent  that  the  warlike  genius  of  his  anceftors  was  not 
cxtinguifted  in  him.  He  contented  himfelf  with  the  title 
c(f  duke  of  Lithuania^  not  chufing,  though  he  acknowledged 
the  fupremacy  of  the  holy  fee,  to  own  obligations  to  the  pon- 
tiff for  his  confirmation.  Some  writers,  indeed,  infinuate 
that  he  renounced  Chriflianity  upon  his  acceffion ;  and  pot- 
fibly  this  might  have  been  made  a  condition  of  his  eleva- 
tion, by  an  ignorant  people,  immerfed  in  the  moft  abfurd  and 
gro^  idolatry.  It  is  certain  that  he  foon  began  warlike  pre- 
parations, and  exhibited*  fuch  proofs  of  fpirit,  vigour,  and 
intrepidity,  as  greatly  aftonifhed  the  people,  becaufe  they 
had  miftaken  his  charader.  He  made  dreadful  irruptions 
into  Poland,  and  brought  back  immenfe  treafures  in  oooty. 
Prujfta  and  Mazovia  were  likewife  the  fcenes  of  his  ravages 
and  conquefts.  Succefs  begot  confidence ;  Woifalk^  imagin- 
ing nothing  could  reiift  him,  entered  Prujfta  at  the  head  of  a 
powerful  army,  fully  intending  to  fubdue.  the  whole  empire ; 
but  he  had  fcarce  penetrated  beyound  the  frontiers^  when  he 
A.  D.  ^^  i"^^  ^^  ambufcade,  and  was  flain  in  the  monafteryof 
ia67*  JVrowskoy  after  his  army  had  been  defeated  by  duke  Lt9^  who, 
in  commemoration  of  this  vicSlory,  buik  the  flrong  fortreg 
of  Ledpold. 

FiTENUSy   erUCIENUS.    - 

The  lofs  of  this  fpirited  prince  was  the  more  regretted 
by  the  Lithuanians^  as  in  his  perfon  the  ducal  family  was  ex- 
tin£i.  <jreat  divifions  arofe  about  the  choice  of  a  fucceiTor; 
but  at  laft  the  crown  waa  decreed  to  Viunusy  faid  to  be  col- 
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laterally  defcended  from  the  Kitauri^  antiently  princes  in  that 
country.  Vittmahzino  fooner  furoiounted  oppofition  than 
he  became  exceeding  populaf,  the  whole  nation-  chearfuUy 
offering  to  alEft^  him  in  revenging  the  late  difgrace  in  Ruf-, 
Jia^  ana  the  death  of  the  fovereign.  He  took  advantage  of 
the  general  rcfentment  exprefled  againft  the  Ruffians^  raifed 
a  great  army,  penetrated  into  the  frontier  provinces,  and 
made  terrible  havock  among  the  cities  and  villages,  which  he 
pillaged  and  deftroyed.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  enemy 
oppofed  him  by  a  regular  army,  dependiAg,  perhaps,  on  the 
neceffity  he  flioutd  be  under  or  retiring  for  want  of  proviAon 
and  forage;  nor  w^re  they  difappointcd  in  this  expcda'tion. 
The  fury  of  the  Lithuanians  had/  almoft  proved  the  deSruc- 
tion  of  the  whole  army.  Neglecting  the  means  of  retreat, 
they  defolated  the  country,  and  on  the  approach  of  winter, 
were  forced  to  return  by  the  lame  route,  deftitute  of  every 
xiecefiary,  pining  under  want,  pinched  with  cold  and  hun« 
ger,  and  opprefled  with  fatigue  and  dxfeafe.  Several  thoufand 
men  periihed  in  this  expedition,  which  proved  every  way  un- 
fortunate, neither  the  booty,  the  glory,  nor  the  injury  done 
the  RuJ^ns^  haviii?  at  all  correfponded  with  the  fanguine 
hope  entertained  :  however,  the  event-did  not  deter  Vitenus 
from  profecuting  his  ambitious  defigns,  and  embarking  the 
next  feafon  in  an  expedition  againft  the  knights  of  PruJJia^ 
who  had  made  Tome  incurfions  into  the  Lithuanian  territories 
during  his  abfence.  Itere  the  fortune  of  war  proved  various ; 
frequent  battles  were  fought,  feas  of  blood  were  fpilt,  but  fcarce 
any  advantage  was  gained  by  either  party,  and  at  length 
hpftilities  ceafed,  as  if  by  mutual  confent,  rather  from  ina-» 
bility  to  purfue  them  than  from  motives  of  policy,  or  becaufe 
their  refentment  was  extinguiflied.  It  was  during  this  (hort 
intermi&on  that  Vitenus  died,  with  the  reputation  of  an  am- 
bitious, reliefs,  turbulent  prince,,  leaving  his  ducal  crown  and 
doibinions  to  his  fon 

SW I  NT  HO  R  US, 

who  immediately  ftruck  up  a  peace  with  the  Tentonic  knights, 
applied  himfelf  diligently  to  repair  the  ravages  of  war,  and 
entered  upon  a  fyftem  of  policy  entirely  different  from  what 
was  pMrfued  by  his  father.  Swinthorus  bad  a  pacific  difpo- 
fition,  and  was  perfed^ly  acquainted  with  the  true  intereft  of 
Lithuania.  He  cheri(hed  trade,  encouraged  induftry,  prO«  ' 
te£ted  thepeafants  againft  the  tyranny  of  the  lords,  rigoroufly 
executed  the  laws,  and  was  preparing  a  new  and  more  com- 
plete plan  of  legiflation,  when  he  was  furprifed  by  death  in 
the  midft  of  all  his  projects  for  perpetuating  the  happinefs 
ix[  Lithuania.   •  GEK- 
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GERMONyUS. 

.  Th^s  prince  was  the  only  fon  of  Swinthorus ;    and  as  his 
difpofition  extremely  refembled  his  father's,  great  expeSations 
'  were  entertained  from  his  government*  in  which  unfortunately 

his  fubje(Ss  were  difappointed.;  He  had  fcarce  wielded  the 
fceptre  a.  complete  year,  when  he  was  feizcd  by  a  diforfcf 
which  ended  only  with  his  life. 

TR  J  BV  S. 

The  refpe£l  which  the  Lithuanians  entertained  for  tha 
menaory  of  his  father  and  grandfather,  determined  them  una- 
nimoufly  to  confer  the  fupreme  dignity  on  Trabus^  the  fon  o( 

,  the  late  excellent  monarch.  The  felicity  which  they  fiift 
faded  under  the  tranquil  reigns  of  Swinthorus  and  Girmontm^ 
gave  them  a  more  favourable  opinion  of  pacific  talents ;  for 
-  till  now  the  Lithuanians  eftimated  a  prince's  glory  .by  the 
quantity  of  blood  he  had  fhed,  the  extent  of  his  conquefts, 
the  ilrengthof  his  arm,  and  the  cruelty  of  his  ravages.  Had 
thofe  excellent  dukes  lived  to  accompHth  the  falutary  fchema 
they  had  projed^ed,  it  is  probable  the  barbaroi^  inhabitaots  ' 
of  the  great  dutchy  would  have  been  civilized  long  before 
their  union  with  Poland \  whereas  now  they  owe  this  bleffing 
intirely  to  the  accident  by  which  Jagello  fuccceded  to  the 
throne  oi  Lewis ^  by  his  marriage  with  Hedwigay  heircfe  to 
the  PoUJh  dominions.  NHad  Trabus  given  proper  attention  to 
the  growing  difpofition  of  the  people,  he  might  have  fucce6- 
fully  purfued  the  maxims  of  his  father  and  grandfather;  but 
though  he  was  far  from  being  of  a  turbulent  humour^  yet  he 
gave  way  to  his  ambition,  and  again  involved  the  (dutchy  in 
wars  with  her  neighbours.  The  RuJJian  provirKres,  which 
he  held  by  conqueil,  and  had  continued  annexed  to  the  grand 
dutchy  and  Samogitia  ever  fince  the  reign  of  Vitenus^  occZ' 
fioned  a  rupture  with  the  ci^ar,  which  Trabus  did  not  take 
the  fame  care  as  the  two  laft  princes  to  avoid.  Several  cam- 
paigns were  made,  and  fuccefs  was  lb  equally  ballanced,  that 
the  contending  parties,  finding  no .  benefit  was  likely  to  rc- 
fult  from  the  profecution  "of  the  war,  agreed  upon  a  treaty, 
whereby  things  were  edablifhed  on  the  fame  footing  as  at  the 
commencement  of  hoftilities.  Writers  fpeak  as  if  this  duke 
had  alfo  waged  war  with  the  PruJ/ian  knig;hts  ;  but  we  koonr 
nothing  either  of  the  operations  or  the  liTue. 
TRABUS  now  at  laft  devoted  himfelf  to  the  true  intereft 

'of  his  people,  and  began  by  beautifying  the  country  with  fcve- 
ral  magnificent  towns  and  palaces,   one  of  which  remains 
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to  this  day,  ^and  bears  his  name.  He  difplayed  a-  tafle,  ra- 
ther indeed  for  the  elegant  than  the  ufcful  arts  ;  but  ftjU  this 
proved  of  the  utmoft  advantage  to  the  Lithuanians^  as  it  em- 
ployed a  great  number  of  idle  hands,  gave  them  a  'tafte  for 
labour,  and  weaned  them  from  tbofe  favage  notions  of  prey- 
ing upon  the  neighbouring  powers:  yet  he  neglefled  the 
great  objeft  purfued  in  the  late  reigns,  that  of  ertablifhing 
a  regular  fyftem  of  civil  policy.  At  his  death  the  Lithuanians 
could  only  be  faid  to  be  lefs  addided  to  war  and  plunder; 
they  were  not  more  civilized  jthan  on  his  acceilion. 

NJ  RIMU  N  DU  S. 

NARIMVNDUS  was  the  oldeft  of  five  legitimate  fons 
left  by  Trabus ;  and  he  fucceeded  him  in  the  government 
of  Lithuania  and  Sam^gitia,  each  of  the  others  having  certain 
provinces  affigned  th6m,  dependent  on  the  ducal  crown* 
Downant^  the  fecond  brother,  had  for  his  portion  the  A\9tx\St 
of  Cojiany  where,  according  to  fome  writers,  he  built  the 
fortrefs  of  Ufcian,  which  others  aicribe  to  a  former  prince  of 
the  fame  name.  H$lfanusj  the  third  brother,  had  a  diftrrdl 
affigped  towards  the  eaftern  frontier  of  the  dutcby,  beyond 
the  river  Wslia ;  while  the  fourth  brother,  Giedutus^  fixed 
the  feat  of  hrs  government  at  a  place  which' he  built  and 
called  by  his  own  name,  upon  a  beautiful  lake,  rx>w  well 
^  known  from  an  antient  family  defcended  from  him,  that  ftiU 
enjoys  great  power  in  Lithuania  (B).  As  to  Troidenus,  the 
fifth  brother,  we  know  of  no  other  provifion  made  for  hini 
befides  the  reverfion  of  the  dominions  of  his  elder  brother.  , 

The  firft  2lB:o(  Narimundus*s  government  was  to  tranflate 
the  ducal  refidence  from  Novogrodec,  where  it  had  for  feveral 
ages  been  eftablifhed,  to  Kiernow,  Soon  after  he  entered  inta 
an  alliance  with  .Rfj^,  theduke  of  itfoaio'yMf,  his  brothers^ 
and  other  princes  and  ftates,  againft  the  Polifi  republic,  the 
particulars  of  which  we  have  related  in  the  preceding  part 
.  of  this  volume.  He  likewife  carried  on  wars  with  the  Teu* 
tonic  knights,  during  which  his  brother  Downant  took  the 
opportunity  of  debauching  and  carrying  oflF  the  princefs  his ' 
wife,  in  a  manner  tl^e  moft  bafe  and  infidious,  which  occa- 

(B)  To  Narimundus  the  Pruf-  on  a  horfe,  argmU  and  flourilh- 

fian  annalifts  afcribe  the  inven.-  ing  a  fword  over    his    head, 

tion  of  the  Lithuauiau  device,  with  a  lance   couched.     Tlu& 

or  coat  of  arms ;  *vix*  a  field  in  lafl  part  has  £nce  been  omic^ 

^uUs^  2i  warrior  armed  at   all  ted  (i). 
»  gointj,  fabks^  riding  full  fpeed 

.,  iloned 
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{ioned  a  civil  war  between  the  brothers.  Narimmdus  purfiiecl 
the  dictates  of  his  juft  refentment  with  all.  that  fire  and  im- 
petuofity  natural  to  his  conilitution,  excited  by  fuch  an  un- 
pardonable and  irreparable  injury  to  his  peace  of  mind  and 
honour.  He  defeated  his  brother  in  the  field  with  terrible 
•  flaughter,  drove  htm  for  Ihelter  into  the  caftle  of  Fnina^  be- 
fieged  him,  reduced  the  fbrtrefs,  and  recovered  his  wife ;  but 
Dewnant  unfortunately  efcaped  by  a  poflern  gate,  juft  as  the 
duke^s. forces  had  entered  the  csdlle  by  afiault.  His  revenge 
was  not  fatiated  with  recovering  his  lo6 ;  it  wias  riecefiary  to 
punifh^  in  the  moft  fignal  manner,  the  author  of  her  dUgrace. 
Accordingly  the  duice  ftripped  his  treacherous  brother  of  all 
his;  dommions,  and  baniihed  him  for  ever  from  the  tebri^ 
tories  oi  Lithuania  \  but  his  addrefs  and  intrigue  procured 
him  not  only  an  aiylum,  but  a  friendly  eftabliihment  in  the 
Ruffian  dominions,  where  he  was  raifed  to  the  dignity  of 
duke  of  Polocxt  which  country  it  feems  had  been  reflored  by 
fome  of  the  former  dukes  of  Lithuania.  Here  he  Toon  ex- 
tended his  dominion,  and  became  one  of  the  moft  powerful 
and  formidable  of  the  petty  princes,  who,  in  thofe  days, 
governed  the  northern  provinces  by  the  title  of  dukes  (C). 

TRO  I  D  E  NUS. 

,  On  the  deceafe  of  Narimundus^  the  dutchy  of  Lithuania^ 
with  Samogitia  and  its  other  dependences,  devolved,  agreeable 
to  the  will  of  Trabus;,  to  the  younger  brother  Troidenus. 
The  people  unanimoufly  annexed  in  the  preference  given  to 
this  prince,  as  he  joined  to  great  military  talents  an  extreme 
affability,  generofity,  and  dignity  of  mind,  which  rendered 
him  equally  popular  and  refpefled.  Traidenus  had  fcarce 
afcended  the  throne,  when  he  diflinguiOied  himfelf  deferving 
of  the  public  efteem.  He  promulgated  feveral  ufeful  laws 
and  regulations,  put  the  treakiry  and  army  in  the  befl  con- 
dition, fupprefled  robberies,  eflablifhed  an  excellent  fyflem  of 
ceconomy,  through  all  the  different  departments  of  the  ftate; 
and  as  foon  as  an  opportunity  offered  for  extending  his  domi- 
nions, he  embraced  it,  raifed  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand 

(C)  Theveftiges  ofGtedutuj^s  ania.  The  revenues  of  this  fa- 
palace  may  be  traced  to  this  day,  mily  are,  greatly  diminifhed  ;  but 
and  the  principal  feat  of  the  the  title  of  duke  is  ilill  preierv- 
noble  family  of  GioMotus  is  ed,  and  it  bears  great  inf!u« 
fcarce  removed  a  ftone-caft  from  ence,  on  account  of  the  great 
the  antient  fitaation.      It  flill  number  of  vafikls  and  depen- 


Hands  on  the  lake»  about  ^\t    dents, 
jniles  from  the  capital  of  Lithu^ 


meo« 
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ihdn,  anci  poured  his  troops  into  the  dutchy  oi  Mazouia  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  territories  of  the  PruJJtan  knights  on 
the  other.  His  meafures  had  been  concerted  with  fuch  pru* 
dence  and  fecrecy,  and  executed  with  fo  much  rapidity,  that 
he  (wept  all  before  him,  ovcr^run  alrhoft  all  Prujpa  and  Ma* 
zovidy  and  returned  laden  with  the  richeft  fpoils  which  had 
ever  been  bfought  into  Lithuania.  Notwithftanding  he  had 
defolated  and  laid  wafte  the  dutchy  of  Mazovsa,  he  owed 
duty  and  filial  reverence  to  the  old  duke,  to  whofe  daughter 
he  was  married.  By  this  lady  he  had  a  fon^  who  profefled 
Chriftianity,  and  took  upon  him  the  clerical  habit,  accord* 
ing  to  the  rites  of  the  Greek  dhiirch^  living  in  a  monaftery,  ' 

,  from  which  it  was  difficult  to  recal  him  upon  the  vad^ncy  of 
the  throne. 

TROJDENUS  next  year  begun  a  fecond  expedition  againft 
PruJJiay  and  fought  feveral  defperate  battles  with  the  knights^ 
reputed  the  moft  warlike  body  of  men  in  the  northern  hemi- 
fphere.  It  is  a  proof  of  the  capacity  aiid  valour  of  the  Z/« 
ihuanian  prince,  that  he  was  not  only  in  a  condition  to  de- 
fend his  owi>  dominions  againft  this  afpiring  fraternity,  but 
to  reduce  many  of  their  towns,  Burgelaw^  Lubaw^  and  other 
places  :    in  a  word,  to  over^run  the  whole  diftridl  of  Culih^  •  ' 

and  retire  with  an  infinity  of  prifoners,  arid  prodigious  droves 
of  cattle,  which  in  thofe  times  conftituted  (he  richeft  plun- 
der. The  fuccefs  with  which  all  his  enterprizes  were  crowned 
invited  Troidenus  to  frelh  attempts  ;  without  any  provocation 
he  entered  the  bi(hoprick  of  Cujaiva^  and  defolated  it  with 
all  the  fury  of  an  enraged  enemy,  deftroying  whatever  he 
thought  undeferving  of  the  trouble  of  being  removed  to  ir- 
ihuania.  Even  the  churches  were  defpoiled  of. their  orna- 
ments, and  the  crucifixes  and  images  broken  in  pieces,  altho' 
it  is  ailedged  that  the  prince  had  adlually  embraced  Chriftia- 
iiity,  at  the  perfuafion  of  his  dutchefs.  But  heaven,  fay  the 
ecclefiaftical  writers  of  that  ase,  would  not  fufFer  his  facri-^ 
lege  to  pafs  with  impunity.  His  brother  DownanU  envying 
his  profperity,  and  ambitious  of  recovering  the  rights  of  pri- 
mogeniture, hired  three  ruffians,  who  afTaffinated  him  before 
bb  got  back  to  his  own  dominions,  and  then  m^de  great 
preparations  for  invading  Lithuania,  He  had  advanced  with 
an  army^to  the  frontiers  of  the  dutchy,  when  he  was  met 
by  Rimuntusy  the  fon  of  Troidenus^  who  had  now  laid  afide 
the  habit,  to  revenge  his  father's  death,  and  refcue  his  coun- 
try from  the  impending  danger :  a  battle  was  fought  with 
great  obftinacy,  and  after  dreadful  carnage  on  both  fidesy 
viflory  at  length  declared  for  Rimuntm^  and  his  father's  mur- 
derer was  flain,  though  he  was  entirely  unexperienced  in  the 
Mod.  Hkt.  Vol.  XXXIV,  Ff  art 
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art  of  war.     Thus  did  Providence,  by  means  Ac  moft'  im- 
probable, protcS  innocence  and  juftice,  and^punifh  the  facri- 
.  lece  and  fratricide  of  two  ambitious .  princes,  who  meafured 
all  equity  by  ftrength  and  power,  pcrfuading  themfelves  that, 
the  blackeft  crimes  were  converted  into  virtues,  if  they  proved 
fuccefsful.    Such  at  leaft  are  the  inferences  of  the  fuperftitious 
writers  of  the  times,  who  do  not  refleS  that  we  are  led  in- 
•fenfibly  into  a  labyrinth  of  abfurdity,  and  even  impiety,  by 
prefuming  to  judge  of  the  difpenfations  of  heaven.    The  fame 
rule  that  direds  us  to  admire  the  wifdom  of  the  Aimigbty, 
in  punifliing  Wickednefs,  feduces^us  into  the  horrible  impiety 
of  taxing  his  juftice  when  we  fee  vice  triumphant  and  virtue 
.  unfortuaate. 

R  I  MU  NTU  S. 

The  young  prince  wa^  no  way  elated  with  his  viftory, 
which  he  pioufly  afcribed  to  the  Supreme  Being,  whofe  in- 
ftrument  he  regarded  hlmfelf.  The  popularity  which  be  ac- 
quired, in  confequence  of  his  fuccefs,  and  the  modefty  with 
which  he  fupported  profperity,  did  not  give  him  a  tafte  for 
^fovereignty.  He  fighed  after  that  folitude  vi'hfch  he  had  been 
forced  to  abandon,  from  a  pure  defire  of  ferving  his  country  j 
and  now  that  he  had  eftablifhed  the  tranquillity  of  the  dut- 
chy,  he  began  to  look  out  for  a  per fon  qualified  to  manage, 
the  reins  of  authority,  to  whom  he  might  fafely  refign  them, 
without  injury  to  his  people.  The  ftates  beheld  his  refoltt- 
tion  with  filent  grief  and  aftonifhment ;  and  a$  they  acknow- 
ledged tl)e  merit  of  the  hero  whom  he  had  adopted  for  his 
fuccefibr,  and  had  the  Utmoft  regard  for  the  felicity  of  a 
prince  who  loaded  them  with  fo  many  obligations,  theycori- 
f^nted  to  the  propofal  made  by  Rimuntus  at  a  diet  aiTembled 
at  Kiernow,  Here  Vitenus  was  nominated  great  duke  of  £/* 
ihuania  znd  Samogitid ;  upon  which  Rimuntus  put  the  enfigns 
of  authority  into  his  hands,  refi^rved  a  fmall  annuity  to  him- 
felf,  and  retired  with  the  utmoft  fatisfa<Slion  and  compofure, 
to  fpend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  a  monaftery,  where 
he  could  freely  indulge  his  paffion  for  eafe  and  works  of  cha- 
rity and  devotion, 

•  VITENUS 

A  -Q  Deduced  his  origin  from  Palamon^  the  firft  prince  who  is 
1281.'  reported  to  have  fwayed  the  Lithuanian  fceptre.  He  de- 
lighted in  being  thought  a  defcendant  of  the  antient  Roman 
^'"'  ,,  patricians;  and  during  the  courfe  of  a  glorious  reign,  emu- 
lated the  virtues  of  thofe  conquerors  of  the  univerfe.  He  had  al- 
ready diftinguifhcd  his  valour  in  the  late  battle  in  which  Dow^ 
nam  was  (lain  \  and  had  beiides  exhibited  many  other  proofs  of 

capacity^ 
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tapacity^  magnificence,  and  unbounded  generofity.  It  wa^ 
from  a  perfed  knowledge  of  his  fuperior  lAerit,  that  he  was 
'  raifed  to  the  throne  by  Rimuntusy  in  preference  to  his  coufins 
the  children  of  Giedruius  and  Holfanus.  Being  interrogated 
**  Why  he  did  not  chufe  a  fucceffor  out  of  the  numerous  fami- 
*'  lies  left  by  his  uncles?"  Rimuntus  anfwered,  "  That  a  duke  ^ 
*'  of  Lithuania  ought  to  equal  the  idea  lentertained  by  Nari^^ 
*'  mundus^  when  he  contrived  for  the  arms  of  the  country  ^ 
'^  warrior  airmed  at  all  points,  ruihing  on  horfeb^ck  againii 
^^  his  enemies  $  that  himfelf  had  refigned  becaufe  he  was 
^^  fenfible  he  did  not  come  up  to  this  idea  \  and  he  could  not 
**  with  any  propriety  adopt  children*" 

VITENUS  was  not  long  feated  on  the  throne  before 
he  refolved  to  approve  himfelf  deferving  of  the  honour,  tho' 
he  was  perhaps  miftaken  in  th&  means  he  purfued.  His  ge- 
nius was  turned  to  war,  and  the  only  battle  in  which  he  had 
ever  been  engaged,  when  he  acquired  fo  much  glory,  had 
only  given  breath  to  the  fparks  of  ambition  that  were  inti- 
mately wrought  with  his  conftitution.  The  unfettled  fiatc  of  A.  "Qi 
Poland^  \xn^Qx  Lechm  the  Blacky  opened  a  large  field  for  mi-  i28i* 
litary  atchievement,  and  vaft  profpeS  o^  conqueft;  Fitenus 
accorcJingly  affembled  an  army,  compofed  oi  Lithuanians  and 
Prujftans^  who  acknowledged  his  fovereignty,  ^nd  marched 
into  the  palatinate  of  Lublin^  \yhich  he  pillaged,  burnt,  and 
deftroyed,.  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  days,  without  meeting  any 
'refiftancc.  At  laft  k\ng  Lechus^  encouraged,  as  is  alledged. 
by  a  vifion,  ventured  to  give  him  battle,  iti  which  he  proved^ 
yi£lorious,  after  an  exceeding  bloody  conflift.  This  aflion 
was  fought  between  the  rivers  Narew  and  Niemen^  SkXid 
is  cotiimemorated  by  a  chilrch  which  Lechus  built  at  Lublini 
and  dedicated  to,  5/.  Michgel^  as  a  teftimony  of  the  affiftafnce 
which  he  acknowledged  to  have  received  from  the  arch* 
angel.  ^ 

FITENUS  was  not  difcoutaged  T>y  the  unfortunate  iflue 
of  a  battle,  in  which  he  difplayed  every  quality  of  a  foldier 
and  general.  On  the  contrary,  he  refolved  immediately  to 
wipe  ofF  the  difgracc  by  fome  fignal  ftroke  of  vengeance. 
Near  the  fpace  of  four  years  were  employed  in  preparations^ 
and  forming  fuch  powerful  alliances  as  threatened  the  intire 
deftru£tion  of  the  PoUJh  republic,  then  too  divided  into  fac- 
tions, and  weakened  by  civil  commotions.  An  accident, 
however,  faved  Poland^  and  blafted  all  the  hopes  of  Fitenus^ 
who  was  forced  to  reli'nquifti  his  defign.  He  was  deferted 
by  Pelufa^  one  of  his  generals,  vvho  had  conceived  fome  dif-» 
guft,  and  refolved  to  revenge  himfelf  by  encouraging  the  PmJ^ 
lian  knights  to  invade  Lithuania,    Quitting  the  camp  with 
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'    *  Ae  titmoft   privacy,   he  repaired  to  Kanigiherg^  where  h^ 
^ffuaded  Albiri  it  JiAjffn'^  the  Teutonic  commendktor  as  he 
waft  called,  to  affift  him  with  twenty  officers  and  a  body  of 
feldierS)  with  which  he  promifed  to  furprife  Viienus  and  his 
army<     He  explained  his  fchenoe  with  Aich  plaufibility,  and> 
enforced  it  by  fuch  irrefiftible  arguments,  that  the  commen* 
dator  was  brought  over  to  his  opinion,  and  the  more  eafily, 
that  h^  was  fully  convinced  that  Prv/^  would  foon  become 
the  objed  of  the  Lithuanian  operations,  and  of  the  ambition* 
of  Fitenus*     For  this  reafon  he  complied  with  the  requefir 
made  by  the  fugitive  Lithuanian^  who  fet  out  at  the  bead  of  his- 
party,  and  advanced  by  forced  niarches  in  the  night  towards 
the  Lithuanian  camp,  which  he  attacked  before  break  of  day, 
while  the  whole  army  was  wrapt  in  profound  fleep,  with  fuck 
vigour^  th^t  fcventy  of  the  principal  officers  and  nobility  were 
Aain  upon  the*fpot,  before  they  could  recover  from  their  fur- 
prize,  or  ftand  on  the  defenfive  $    a  great  number  of  foldiers 
wei«  put  to  the  fword^  and  crowds  of  men  and  women  were 
dragged  into  flavery ;    but  the  main  dcfign^of  the  expedition 
failed.     Vitenus  had  fortunately  left  the  camp  the  preceding, 
day,  by  which  means  he  efcaped  falling  into  the  hands  of  his 
own  perfidious  general ;    and  the  Prujpanp^rty  was^  too  flea* 
der  to  execute  all  that  had  been  promifed  by  PfJu/a  y  namelyy^ 
the  entire  de(lru£tion  of  the  Lithuanian  army, 

yiTENUS  was  greatly  incenfed  at  this  unprovoked  at- 
tack j  but  he  determined  to  fupprefs  his  refentment^  in  order 
to  profecute  his  defigns  againft  Poland^  engage  the  affiftance* 
of  the  knights  in  that  enterprize,  and  then  feize  the  firft 
opportunity  of  revenging  the  injury  which  his  intereftand^ 
honour  fuftained.  This  project  he  executed  with^the  greateft 
addrefs^  entering  into  a  negotiation  with,  the  Teutbnic  body, 
ais  if  he  owed  them  no  grudge,  and  was  affiduous  equally 
to  promote  their  intereft  and  his  own  at  the  expence  of  P^- 
land.  They  fell  into  the  fnare,  and  engaged  by  treaty  to 
pin  him^  with  a  certain  number  of  forces,  to  execute  the 
plan  concerted  for  making  an  incurfion  into  the  territory- of 
Dobrzlna.  Vitenus  aflembled  his  army,' and  then  dividing  it 
iiito  feveral  corps,  which  he  ordered  to  advance  by  different? 
routes,  fell  upon  the  capital  at  a  time  appointed,  and  after 
having  reduced  the  cify,  and  maffacred  the  garrifon  and 
burghers,  retired  with  immenfe  plunder,  carrying  off  a  pro- 
digious number  of  women  and  children' into  flavery. 

In  this  predatory  manner  did  the  greateft  heroes  of  that 
barbarous  age  wage  war.  All  their  valour  confifted  in  zSts 
Qt  cruelty  ;  and  their  policy  was  marked  by  the.moft  favagc 
perfidy  and  mean  treachery*     f^itenus  having  now  gained  his- 
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j)dint,  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  means  of  revenging  himfelf 
on  the  Prujpan  knights,  arid  efFe£ting  the  ruin  of  that  very 
fraternity  with  which  he  was  engaged  in  the  ftrifleft  alliance* 
Without   giving  any  previous  intimation  of  his  defign,    or 
«ven  demanding  fatisfaftion  for  the  late  injury,  he  fell  with  ^ 
eight  thoufand  men  into  the  territory  of  Sambia  in  Prujfta^ 
ideftroycd,  burnt,  and  pillaged  cities  and  towns,  mafTacred  all 
^he  male  inhabitants  fit  tobe^r  arms,  and  returned  with  gre^t 
booty,  and  an  infinity  of  female  prifoners  and  children,  whom  .  - 
he  condemned  to  perpetual  fervitude  (A).     This  aft  oPhal^ 
tility  produced  an  open  rupture  between  the  crown  of  Lithu^ 
'  fiia  and  the  fraternity.    The  knights  expoHulated  with  F//?- 
nus  upon  tht$  extraordinary  infraftion  of  the  late  treaty ;  an! 
the  duke  vindicated  it  by  referring  them  back  to  the  injury 
which  had  given  birth  to  the  enterprize,  and  roufed  his  juft 
andignation.    They  found  means,  h6wever,  to  draw  him  into 
:?  negotiation,  under  pretence  of  making  conceflions;    and 
as  foon  as  they  had  completed  their  levies,    and  made  th« 
iieceflary  ,preparations,  they  fuddenly  invaded  the  grand  dut-* 
rchy,  where  they  committed  terrible  ravages,  put  all  tp  fire 
and  fword,  and,  by  the  good  conduS  of  the  commendator 
lOf  Konigsherg^  affifted  by  t-he  ^counfels  of  the  traiterous  Pelufa^ 
,  gained  poffeifion  of  the  ftrong  and  important  fortrefs  of  Me- 
rabde^  or  Mederabbe.    They  returned  loaded  with  booty ;  and 
•before  the  rigorous  feaibn  came,  in  the  grand-mafter  made 
another  expedition,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army,  pene- 
•Crated  into  the  bowels  of  the  dutclty,  and  reduced  the  diftrifts 
o^:Paftonow  and  Garjow^  \o  a  heap  of  rubbifli.     Neither  ;h« 
Polijh  nor  Lithuanian  hiftorians  mention  an  alliance  betweea 
the  republic  and  the  Pr«^t7«  knights  agakift  ^/V^i/«x ;    yet  it 
is  highly  probable  that  a  treaty  fubfifted,  whereby  |ie  thought  ' 

bimfelf  aggrieved,  and  Poland  guilty  of  a  breach  of  neutrality ; 
for,  inftead  of  carrying  his  arms  into  Pruffia^  he  invaded  the 
|)alatinate  of  Cujaiva^  burnt  and  deftroyed  great  part  of  the 
{Country,  efpecially  the  city  and  diftrift  of  Brefcia^t  or  Breze. 
Whfen  he  was  returning  home  laden  w?ith  fpoils,  the  Polijh  a.  B. 
(momvc\\Uladi/laus  made  repeated  unfuccefsful  attempts  to  cut  1219* 
-off  his  retreat,  harrafs  his  army,  draw  him  to  an  engage- 

( A)  It  was  tlie  barbarees  cuf-  the  fan,  violent  claps  of  thun«- 

lora   of  the  l^ithuanians  to  im-  der,  terrible  ftorms,  or  any  other 

folate  their  prifoners  at   the  natural    phaenomenon,.    which 

Ihrines  of  their  falfe  gods,,  when  they  afcribed  to  the  wrath  rf  • 

>ver  any  extraordinary  event  thrir  heathen  divinities  (i). 
impelled,  fuch  as  an  $clipfe  of 

( I )   Vid^  Hid*  FoUnd  in  ihis  voL  /H?<,  X  IQt 
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ment  in  difEcult  fituations,  and  cut  oiF  all  foorces  of  .proyU 
fion.  The  genius  and  intrepidity  of  Fiienus  triumphed  over 
ail  obftrudrions,  and  brought  his  troops  fafe  back  into  Li- 
thuamay  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  greatly  fuperior  in  point  of 

,  numbers. 

For  two  years  after  this  expedition  peace  and  tranquillity 

reigned  through  every  partof  the  dutch y  ;  and  the  Lithuanians 

'  began  to  hope  that  their  prince,   now  tired  of  the  fatigue 

confequent  on  an  ardent  purfuit  after  glory,  would  devote 

!  fiiinfelf  to  the  arts  of  repofe,  and  try  to  eftablifli  the  happi- 
nefs  of  his  fubyedls  with  the  fame  aiTiduity  that  he  had  hitherto 
ftudied  the  honour  of  his  crown;  but  thefe  hopes  were  dif- 
appointed,  lefs  throagh  the  ambition  of  Vitenus^  than  the  reft- 
lefTnefs  of  the  Teutonic  knights,  who  had  not  yet  fatiated, their 
)  revenge,  and  carefully  watched  every  opportunity  to  moled 

their  inveterate  encmiqs  the  Lithuanians,  Early  in.thefpring 
of  1293,  Conrade  de  Stange^  commendator  of  Ragneta^  en- 

.tered'the  frontiers  of  the  dutchy  with  a  confiderable  body  of 
men,  and  fell  upon  the  caftle  of  M^ndog^  which  being  in- 
tirely  unprovided  made  but  a  flight  defence.  Vitenus  foon  re- 
taliated, by  entering  Prujfta  at  the  head  of  an  a):my  fo  for* 
mtdable,  that  the  enemy  durft  not  appear  in  the  open  field, 
'  and  pillaging,  ravaging,  and  defolating  the  country  for  the 

-fpace  of  two  months.  The  damage  he  committed  was  in- 
credible, and  the  fevereft  blow  which  the  knights  had  for 
many  years  fuftained.  Not  contented  with  this  revenge,  he 
fet  out  the  enfuing  year  at  the  head  of  eighteen  hundred 
borfe,  through  almoft  impenetrable  forefts  and  bye-paths, 
and  furprifed  a  vail  concourfe  of  people  aflTembled  at  the  col- 
legiate church  of  Lanfchat^  upon  ibme  devotional  occafi^n, 
killing,  maiming,  and  carrying  great  numbers  into  captivity. 
.The  church  Vi^as  plundered,  and  crowds,  who  fled  for  refuge 
into  the  woods,  periflied  in  the  general^ conflagration  of  the 
Prujftan  forefl:s.  It  is  reported,  that  Vitenus  burnt  a  fpace , 
covered  with  woods  of  upwards,  of  twenty  Polijh  miles,  and 
that  he  reduced  above  threefcore  ecclefiaflics  to  a  fl:ate  of  ir- 
redeemable flavery,  out  of  animofity  to  the  Chriflians,  whom 
he  detefted  in  general  on  account  of  the  grudge  he  bore  to 
th^PruJJian  military  order,  and*  the  Poles,     While  he  was 

.  committing  thefe  and  other  ads  qf  barbarous  ho{lility,  he  was 
attacked  by  Cafrnur^  palatine  of  the  diftridl:,  with  great  fury. 

'  That  nobleman  faw  with  horror  and  indignation  the  dread- 

jful  cruelties  that  laid  his  country  defolate ;   he  aflTembled  all 

the  inhabitants  able  or  willing  to  be^r  arms,  gave  battle  to' 

Yitenusy^  and  was,  after  a  (harp  conflift,  overpowered  by  num- 

/  t>ers;j  and  flain  in  the  adion.    This  battle  was  fought  near 
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Tf^ohaczow ;  the  enemy  cdnfifted  chiefly  of  Pol^s^  and  the  vic- 
tory was  fo  complete,  that  above  twenty  taptives  fell  to  the 
jQiare  of  every  inferior  officer. 

The  whble  life  of  Vitenus  was  a  fcene  of  war  and  blood - 
filed:  he  was  perpetually  engaged  either  in  defending  his 
frontiers,  againft  the  incurfions  of  the  Poles  and  Pruffiam^  or 
in  making  expeditions  into  the  enemy's  country,  tvery  fea- ' 
fon  produced  a  frefli  invafion  of  the  dominions  of  one  of  the 
parties,  which  feemed  to  have  no  other  object  than  a  trial  of 
Cruel  and  barbarity.  In  the  year  12^95,  the  grand-mafter  of 
the  Teutonic  order  entered  Lithuania^  and  renewed  the  de- 
vaftations  in  the  diftridls  of  Garfow  znd  Pojianowy  before 
they  had  well  recovered  the  late  fevere  misfortune.  This  '  / 
again  provoked  VitenuSy  and  drew  him  into  the  field  with  a 
more  numerous  army  than  he  had  afTembled  upon  any  for- 
mer occafion.  He  penetrated  into  the  diftrlQ  of  C«//n,  and 
after  defolatihg  the  whole  country,  bent  his  courfe  towards 
Livonipj  where  he  attacked  the  knights  with  fuch  irrefiftible 
fuiy,  that  they  were  forced  to  fue  for  peace  on  fuch  condi- 
tions as  he  thought  proper  to  prefcribe.'  Next  year  he  rai- 
vaged  the  furrounding  country,  and  pillaged  the  town  pf 
Strasburg;  but  was  near  being  defeated  on  his  return  by  the 
enemy,  who  retook  the  greater  part  of  the  plunder.  In  1 299, 
/^/V^«ai  drfpatched  a  flying  corps  of  fix  hundred  horfe,  who 
carried  fire  and  fword  into  Prujia,  deftroyed  all  the  houfes, 
drove  away  the  cattle,  and  carried  oflF  three  hundred  knights 
out  of  the  town  and  country,  after  having  flaih  a  much" 
greater  number.  In  this  manner  was  Vitenus  employed  when 
Gediminusy  his  mafter  of  horfe,  an  afpiring,  ambitious  im- 
petuous nobleman,  entered  into  a  confpiracy  with  the  grand- 
dutchefs  againft  the  life  of  her  huftand  and  fovereign  j  which 
he  efFefled  by  a  piece  of  treachery  that  will  tranfmit  his  me- 
mory .with  infamy  to  the  lateft  pofterity,  notwithftanding  ajl 
his  endeavours  to  wipe  oflF  the  memory  of  one  bafe  adion, 
by  a  feries  of  gallant  and  intrepid  condud. 

G  E  D  I  M  J  NU  S. 

The  removal  of  Vitenus  wzs  not  alone  fufficient  to  raife  A.  D. 
Gediminusto  the  ducal  throne.  He  had  no  natural  right;  *3^^? 
but  he  acquired  pretenfions  by  marrying  the  infidious  unna- 
tural widow  of  the  deceafed.  Every  poffible  art  was.  tried  to 
varnifli  over  an  a£i  of  the  blackeft  parracide,  and  their  en- 
de^,vours  fucceeded,  becaufe  the  people  choTe  rather  to  wink 
at  the  crime,  than  run  the  hazard  of  a  civil  war,  by  exclud- 
ina;  the  right  which  Gediminus  acquired  by  bis  marriage  with 
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the  dowager.  They  were  befides  well  acquainted  with  Bit 
capacity;  they  knew  the  neceffity  of  committing  the  admi- 
niniftration  to  a  prince  of  ability,  at  the  prefent  critical  junc- 
ture ;  and  they  were  in  hopes  that  bis  ambition,  being  now 
fully  gratified,  he  could  have  no  farther  temptation  to  com- 
mit the  worft  of  all  crimes,  treafon  and  aflafiination  united. 

The  new  fovereign,  determined  to  imprefs  his  fubjecSls 
with  a  favourable  opinion  of  his  fpirit,  laid  immediate  clain^ 
to  feveral  RuJJian  provinces,  which  he  alledged  had  been  an- 
nexed  to  the  grand  dutchy,  either  by  right  of  conqueft,  or  by 
treaties ;  and  he  enforced  his  demands  by  fuch  formidable 
preparations,  as  terrified  the  Rujfians  into]  compliance.  He 
Jikewife  recovered  fome  provinces  from  the  Poles^  which  had 
long  been  difputed  ;  but  while  he  was  thus  engaged  in  afiert- 
ing  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  Samogitia  was  fuddenly  invaded 
by  the  united  forces  of  the  PruJJian  and  Livonian  knights, , 
who  poured  in  a  vaft  army,  and  threatened  deftru&ion  to 
the  vvhole  Lithuanian  dominions.  Before  Gediminus  could 
recover  from  the  furprize  dccafioned  by  this  unprovoked  and 
unexpected  attack,  the  knights  had  over-run  all  Samogitia^ 
burnt  and  deftroyed  the  country,  and  reduced  Kunoffow  by  a 
jegular  fiege,  where  they  took  the  grand  marechal  of  Litbua* 
nia  prifoner.  It  was  impoffible  to  put  a  flop  to  their  con- 
quefts  and  ravages  ;  Gediminus  was  engaged  with  the  bulk  of 
the  army  on  the  frontiers  o( Poland,  the  remaining  forces, 
were  infuflficientto  oppofe  fo  powerful  an  army;  and  before 
the  duk^  could  return,  the  enemy  were  in  full  poffeiEon  of 
the  whole  itxntory  of  Samogitia^  and  were  preparing  to  pene- 
trate into  i//Att/7«/^,  which  he  happily  prevented  by  his  ar- 
rival. This  obliged  the  knights  to  retire,  after  they  had  put 
garrifons  in  all  the  fortreffes  in  their  new  conquefts. 

During  the  ceflation  of  hoftilities,  occafioned  by  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  winter,  Gediminus  was  making  preparations  for 
recovering  Samogitia,  and  revenging  the  injury  done  him  by 
the  Teutonick  knights.  He  entered  into  an  alliance jwith  the 
Rujfians  and  Tartar s,  and  gained  their  friendfhip  by  certain 
concelBor^s,  which  he  refolved  to  retra^  as  foon  as  he  had 
ferved  his  purpofe  by  their  affiftance.  Early  in  the  fpring  he 
advanced  againft  the  enemy,  and  came  tip  with  them  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Okmelna,  when  a  furious  engagement  be- 
gan, that  Imaged  with  violence  for  tie  fpace  of  fix  hours  before 
vidory  feemed  to  incline  to  either  fide.  At  laft  the  Samogi^ 
iians  deferted  the  knights,  which  immediately  turned  the  fcale, 
and  introduced  confufion  and.difmay  among  their  ranks,  which 
fell  in  diforder,  and  gave  Gediminus  every  advantage  he  cou!4 
^eftre.    He  ipiproved  the  favourable  junfturcj  ordered  the 
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$am9gitfans  to  charge  in  the  flanks,  while,  at  the  head  of  the. 
Lithuanians^  he  l^ent  his  chief  ftrength  againft  the  centre  of  the 
enemy,  and  broke  and  defeated  them  with  prodigious, carnage. 
Jt  i?  reported  that  above  five  thoufand  knights  perifhed  in  the 
iield,  and  that  more  than  half  that  number  were  taken  pri-^ 
foners,  and  carried  into  flavery  by  the 'conqueror.  This  was 
too  fevere  a  blow  to  the  knights  to  be  eafily  recovered,  and 
Gediminus  purfued  it  to  the  beft  advantage.  He  (eized  the 
opening  which  it  made  into  PruJJiay  penetrated  to  the  very 
heart  of  that  country,  and,  finding  that  nothing  was  able  to 
oppofe  him,  he  defolated  the  whole  kingdom,  reduced  and  de- 
ftroyed  the  cities  Ragneta  and  Cilta ;  then  turned  his  arm« 
towards  the  recovery  of  Samogitia^  drove  the  Teutonick  garri- 
fons  out  of  the  fortrefles,  filled  them  with  his  own  troops^ 
and  after  fully  accorpplifliing  his  fchemes,  returned  triumphant 
^nd  laden  with  fpoils  into  Lithuania: 

The  fuccefs  of  this  enterprize  dependjed  in  a  great  meafurc 
on  the  afliftance  afforded  by  the  RuJJians  and  Tartars ;  but 
Gediminus  was  one  of  thofe  princes  who  never  fufFered  grati- 
tude to  ftand  in  the  way  of  his  intereft,  and  indeed^ who  could 
forget  obligations  as  foon  as  the  remembrance  proved  incon- 
venient. He  now  made  no  fcruple  to  retra£^  the  conceffions 
he  had  made  to  the  Rujfians  as  the  price  of  their  afliftance, 
and  cvbn  made  preparations  for  the  redu6lion  of  provinces  td 
which  he  never  had  any  claim.  His  firft  attack  was  on  Volhi- 
fiia^  which  he  over-ran,  after  having  defeated  and  ilain  duke 
Yahdomirus  in  a  pitched  battle,  in  which  above  ten  thoufand 
RuJJians  periflied.  In  confequence  of  this  viSory,  Ulodomira^ 
the  capital  of  the  dutchy,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conqueror, 
and  the  whole  province  acknowledged  his  fovereignty,  and 
took  the  ufual  oaths  of  allegiance.  His  ambition  was  now 
ipurred  by  this  fuccefs  to  undertake  new  conquefts.  .  Gedimi^ 
nui  accordingly  marched  againft  L40  duke  of  Luceoriay  and 
baviiig  defeated  him  in  a  bloody  battle,  feized  upon  his  capital, 
and  thereby  gained  the  abfolute  dominion  of  the  two  moft 
confiderable  frontier  provinces  of  the  RuJJian  empire.  This 
was  the'work  of  one  campaign  only :  next  year  he  refolved  to 
extend  hij  conquefts,  and  indeed  feemed  to  meditate  the  de- 
ftruflion  of  all  the  neighbouring  petty  princes  and  ftates. 
Stanijlaus^  duke  of  Kiovicf^  was  the  next  who  felt  the  effe6ls 
of  the  ambition  oi  Gediminus-  He  attacked  him  without  the 
Jeaft  provocation,  defeated  him  in  the  open  field  with  gre^t . 
flaughter,  aqd  involved  in  his  ruin  a  great  number  of  the  ad- 
jacent princes,  who  had  come  to  his  afliftance  to  oppofe  the 
common  enemy.  Fluflied  with  this  viftory,  he  advanced  far- 
tl^cr  into  Rujpa^^  took  aad  deftroyed  ani  infinity  of  cities, 

towns. 
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towns,  and  villages,  returning  laden  with  plunder  and  pri- 
,  foners  to  Lithuania,  where  he  was  received  as  the  greateff 
conqueror  who  had  hitherto  graced,  the  annals  of  the  dutchy. 
We  are  told,  that  he  crowned  this  laft  expedition  with 
obliging  the  RuJJiam  to  renounce  their  pretended  fovereignty 
over  Lithuania  by  a  formal  inftrument :  for  this  reafon  Ge^t- 
minus  is  reckoaed,  with  Mendog^  one  of  the  princes  who  re-  ' 
ftored  Lithuania  to  a  ftate  of  liberty  and  independence  ;  from 
whence  we  may  infer,  that  the  tribute  had  been  paid  by  fome 
of  the  fucceffors  of  the  laft  named  duke. 

G  ED  I  MINUS  was  at  length  tired  of  war,  and  fatiated 
with  conqueft :  he  gave  his  mind  up  to  repofe,  and  amufed 
himfelf  with  the  pleafures  of  hunting,  while  he  adorned  the 
country  with  magnificent  buildings  and  fine  cities.  Every 
little  accident  furnifhed  him  with  an  opportunity  of  indulging 
his  tafte  for  archit4f<S!ure.  Frequently  the  fpot  where  a  ftag 
was  killed  became  the  foundation  of  a  large  town  ;  and  this 
was  particularly  the  cafe  with  Trokt^  which  he  built  for  his 
refidence,  tranflating  it  thither  from  Kiernow;  though  fome 
writers  give  greater  antiquity  to  this  city.  A  fimilar  accident 
A.  D.  is  reported  to  have  given  birth  to  IVilna^  now  the  capital  of 
1306.  Lithuania,  which  all  agree  was  built  by  Gedimhus,  though 
they  differ  with  refpe<£t  to  the  occafion.  The  ftory  related  by 
Guagnini  favours  ftrongly  of  the  credulity  and  ignorance  of 
that  age.  According  to  him,  Gediminus,  tired  with  thechace, 
/  and  benighted,  fat  down  to  refrelh  himfelf  on  the  tnobntain 
formerly  called  Krzynnagora,  now  Turzagoria,  or  LiJ/a,  w^ere 
filling  afleep,  he  dreamed  that  he  faw  a  monftrous  wolf^ 
Whofe  body  was  of  iron;  that  he  heard  him  roar  hideoudy; 
and  that  he  contained  in  his  bowels  ah  hundred  fmaller  wolves 
of  the  fame  metal.  The  terror  with  which  he  was  feize4 
awakened  him,  and  he  communicated  the  dream  to  the  fiir- 
rounding  courtiers,  each  of  whom  interpreted  it  after  his  own 
manner,  but  no  vvay  fatisfaSory  to  Gediminus.  He  therefore 
defired  the  opinion  of  a  certain  prieft  in  company,  who  had 
gained  great  reputation  as  an  interpreter  of  vifiohs,  and  by  his 
aftonifliing  knowledge  in  futurity.  He  was  on^  of  the  perfons 
who  prefided  over  the  facred  fire  :  fome  fay  he  was  the  zitt/z, 
or  high  prieft,  and  was  in  the  greateft  efteem  on  account  of 
his  wifdont  and  fun£lion.  *'  Be  not  terrified,  faid  he  to  the 
*'  prince.  This  dream  bodes  you  no  evil ;  but  it  will  prove, 
"in  the  iflue,  highly  advantageous  to  your  country.  The 
•  *'  iron  wolf,  whofe  monftrous  fize  and  hideous  roaring  ap- 
*«  peared  fo  frightful  in  your  drearti,  denotes  a  city,  thefoun- 
.  "  dation  of  which  you  are  to  lay;  and  the  fmaller  wolvea 
♦*  inclgfed  in  his  bowels,  mean  nothing  more  than  a  multi- 
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.  «<•  tude  of  inhabitants  contained  within  impregnable  walls.^ 
**  Do  you  build  a  city,  in  compliance  with  this  warning  from 
**  fome  divinity,. fortify  it  with  ftrong  rampans  and  towers, 
**  and  I  will  forfeit  my  lifq  if  the  intention  of  the  dream  be 
*'  not  accompHQied.'*  This  interpretation  was  perfeflly 
agreeable  to  the  humocr  of  Gediminus :  he  followed  the  ad- 
vice, built  two  caftles,  one  on  the  fpot  where  \\t  faw  the  vi- 
fion,*  and  another  on  the  plain ;  he  joined  them  by  a  city, 
and  gave  the  whole  the  name  Vilna^  from  the  river  fVtUa^ 
upon' which  this  capital  is  fituated.  Thither  he  removed  his 
refidence  from  Troki^  and  the  place  hath  ever  fince  continued 
.the  metropolis  of  the  dutcjiy  (A).   _ 

While  Gediminus  was  bufied  in  building  his  capital,  the 
fa^ions  and  divifions  in  Poland  once  more  roufed  his  ambi- 
tion, and  infpired  him  with  hopes  of  profiting  by  the  wretch^ 
fituation  of  the  republic.  With  this  view  he  began  an  expe- 
dition againft  that  country  ;  and  penetrating  through  woods 
and  forefts  entered  Lower  P^/^/wd?,- plundered  and  burnt  Ka* 
lifchy  and  after  ravaging  the  whole  country,  returned  with  a 
great  number  cf  captives  and  exceeding  rich  booty.  TheJ 
Polijh  writers  are  intirely  filent  about  this  expedition,  which, 
accordir>g  to  Guagnini,  happened  the  year  fucceieding  the  re-  A.  D. 
ftoration  oOJladtJlaus  Lo^icus.  It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  1306. 
VkdiJIaus  3id  not  attempt  to  revenge  this  attack,  as  he  was 
then  deeply  involved  in  a  war  with  the  Teutonick  knights,  and 
exerting  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  ixzvf  x\it  Lithuanians  \nto 
^n  alliance  againft  thefe  common  difturbers  of  the  northern 
l^'ngdoms.  It  was  not,  indeed,  difficult  for  the  Polijh  monarch 
to  fucceed  in  this  projed ;  for  the  knights  h^d,  at  this  very^ 
t;ime,  imprudently  given .  umbrage  to  Gediminus ;  th^  gr^nd 
mafter,  Htnry  de  Pleczhj  a  Saxon^  hzv'mg  penetrated  into 
Samogitia^  where  he  took  the  fortrefs  of  Gartin  by  ftorm,  and 
njaffacred  all  the  Lithuanian  garrifon  in  cold  blood,  after  they 
had  thrown  down  their  arms,  and  begged  quarter.  Several 
regiments  of  German  auxiliaries  ferved  under  the  grand  mafter 
upon  this  occafion  :  to  their  cruelty  are  afcribed  the  dreadful  ra- 
vages committed  in  Karfonin^  and  the  prodigious  numbers  of 
cattle  and  prifoners  carried  ioioPruJ/ia.  Gediminus  had  his 
revenge:  he  fent  a  body  of  forces  to  join  the  Poles  under  I/A?- 

(  A )    Guagnini    likewife   al-  was  called  Radsa^vilf  which,  in 

ledges,  that  the  Radzi'uil  fami-  the  language  of  the  country, 

ly  deduce  their  origin  from  the  iignifies  the  coun/ellor  to  build  ViU 

Erieit   who    had     advifed    the  wa  (i). 

.i^ildjng  of  Vilndi    whence  he  . 

(1)     Guain,  De[cript,  f^^tb,  p,  50, 
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Hflaus^i  tfbey  penetrated  into  the  heart  of  the  country,  ani 
«afily  reduced  the  knights  to  the  moft  abje<3:  AippHcations^ 
with  which  the  Pollijh  monarch's  refentment  was  difarmed,  at 
a  time  when  he  might  have  exterminated  the  order,  and  cleared 
Pr«^  of  thofedUlurbeps  of  the  public  tranquillity. 
'  Notwithstanding  Poland  and  Lithuania  would  feem 
to  be  combined  againft  the  7>sr/^ffiVi^  knights,  they  had  not 
yet  laid  afide  their  own  private  ammofities ;  for  we  are  told 
by  the  writers  of  the  latter,  that  a  body  of  Lithuanian  forcei 
penetrated  this  year  into  the  palatinates  ofKalifch  4nd  Siradia^ 
which  at  this  time  acknowledged  the  fovereignty  of  Uladiftaus^ 
and  were  regarded  as  a  part  of  the  republic.  Tho  damage 
fuftainbd  by  the  inhabitants  \yas  prodigious :  houfes,  villages, 
corn-fields,  and  folds  of  cattle  weVe  deftroyed,  and  great  num- 
i)ers  of  the  people  carried  off  into  bondage. 

By  this  time  Olgerdusy  the  fon  of  Gediminus  by  a  former 
marriage,  was  arrived  at  a  fufEcient  age  to  take  the  command 
of  an  army  deftined  to  invade  Pruffia^  and  give  the  knight$ 
one  more  fevere  blow  before  they  could^  recover  their  late 
loflcs.  To  difplay  his  fptrit,  and  imprefs  the  minds  of  the 
«nemy,  with  terror,  this  young  prince  deftroyed  all  before  him 
with  fire  and  fword,  robbing  churches,  facking  towns,  maf- 
facring  the  old  men,  violating  matrons,  deflowering  virgins^ 
and  carrying  off  children  and  young  men  into  flavefy,  in  imi- 
tation of  his  father's  pradice.  The  PruJJians  endeavoured  to 
return  the  compliment,  by  carrying  defolation  into  the  Lithua-^ 
nian  territories  ;  but  they  were  met  by  the  prince,  and  obliged 
to  retire  with  precipitation,^  to  avoid  coming  to  battle  with  ao 
army  greatly  fuperior  in  numbers.  Olgerius  purfued,  and  a 
fecpnd  time  entered  the  Pruffian  dominions,  defolating  witk 
more  fury  than  before,  Turprifing  the  territory  and  city  of  £>«- 
A.  D.  brtna^  which  he  burnt  to  the  ground;  and  returning  with 
1315.  '  barbarous  triumph,  loaded  with  fpoils  and  glc»'y.  Some  years 
after  hcmade  an  incurfien  into  Livonia^  and,  after  defeating 
the  knights  in  the  field,  reduced  their  fortrefies^  and  defpoiled 
their  country. 

For  the  fpace  of  five  years  Lithuania  drew  breath,  after  the 
fiatigue  of  perpetual  war  i  but  this  repofe  was  broke  by  an  in« 
curfion  which  Henry^  grand  marechal  ofPruJia^  made  in  the 
year  1320  into  the  dutchy ;  where  having  committed  terrible 
ravages,  he  was  returning  'by  a  narrow  pafs,  which  he  foundl 
Uocked  up  with  large  trunks  of  trees,  and  other  works,  thrown 
up  by  the  Lithuanians.  It)  this  fituation  he  was  furrounded 
and  attacked :  the  Lithuamans^  pouring  in  crowds  from  the 
hills,  made  dreadful  havock ;  and  nothing  but  the  feafonable 
--    intervention  of  the  ni^t  €Ottld  have  faved  the  knights  from  a 
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fetal  defeat,  and.  probably  the  neceffity  of  furrendering  at  dif- 
eretion.  This  advantage  Was  preceded  by  another,  lefs  ini- 
portant,  but  ftill  of  fome  confequence,  obtained  by  the.ftaroft 
oF  Gariin^  who,  In  the  midft  of  winter,  made  an  irruption 
into  the  Pruffian  dominions,  and  brought  off  fome  very  rich 
booty,  and  feveral  hundred  prifone'is.  The  fame  year  the 
Lithuamam  took  the  fortrefs  of  ^emd  by  furprize,  penetratejl 
mto  the  heart  of  PruJ^^  and  defeated  the  commenator  oi 
Capian  in  a  regular  battle,  in  which  that  general  perilhed. 
Guagnini  fpeaks  as*  if  this  victory  had  been  gained  by  the  fame 
ftaroft  of  GarttTiy  who  is  highly  extolled  for  histourage^^ac* 
tivity,  and  heroifm,  and  reported  to  have  carried  fire  and 
Iword  foon  after  into  the  dMlchy  <ii  M^zffvia.  , 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year '13.23,  the  Lithuanianp 
fell  once  more  upon  the  unfortunate  territory  of  Dobrinay  ra- 
rtier  with  a  malicious  defign  of  preventing  its  recovering  tha 
late  misfortunes  than  from  any  cxpeflation  of  booty,  burnt 
the  capital^,  defolated  the  country,  and  carried  nine  thoufand 
Poks  into  fervitude,  few  of  whom  ever  recovered  their  liberty^ 
except  fome  perfons  of  diftinflion,,  who  paid  a  high  ranfom« 
.  Next  year  the  intrepid  ftaroft  of  Gartin^  who  was  diftin^ 
guifhed  over  all  the  northern  countries  by  the  appellation  of     ^ 
ihe  cmquiring  David^  was  fent  by  Gediminus  to  lay  waftc  the 
dutchy  of  ^^Ts;^^;/^.    He  executed  his  orders  pun^ually,  and 
burnt  or  otherwife  deftroyed  to  the  number  of  one  h\indred 
and  thirty  villages,  thirty  towns  and  cities,  carrying  off  four 
thoufand  prifoners,  many  of  whom  were  'perfons  of  the  fir(b 
rank  and  quality.      Notwiihftanding  this  was  one  of  the 
inoft  memorable  expeditions,,  and  indeed  fatal  accidents  whicb 
had  befallen  Poland  for  a  feries  of  years,  yet  we  find  it  intirely 
omitted  by  the  beft  writers  of  that  country,  and  explicitly  re* 
kted  by  Guagnini  alone ;  Cromer^  Hartnoch^  and  Sulia^  con- 
tenting themfelves  with  obferving,  in  general  terms,  that  the 
Lithuanians  had  this- year  made  an  incurfipn  into  one  of  the 
provinces  of  the  republic.    It  is,  indeed,  equally  unentertain^ 
ing  and  uninftru<3;ive  to  enter  upon  a- minute  detail  of  the  par^ 
ticulars  of  thcfe  predatory  wars,  carried  on  between  ftates 
fbatCe  emerged  from  barbarifm ;  yet  in  thefe  cruel  incuf fions 
eonfift  the  whole  hifiory  of  thofe  nations^  who,  being  totally 
deftitute  of  civil  policy,  can  fcarcely  afford  the  proper  mate- 
rials for  an  hiftorian,  who  would  defcribe  variety  of  incidents^, 
manners,  and  chara6lers.     All  that  we  meet  with  in  the  an- 
eietit  annals  of  the  northern  countries  is  one  tiffueof  flaugh- 
ter,  defolation,  and  robbery. 

In  the  year  1325,  a  treaty  of  marriage,  which  was  con- 
eluded  between  Jmy  daughter  of  G^diminusx  and  Cafmir^  fo» 
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to  JJladiJlaus  king  of  Poland,  brought  about  a  folid  peace  (urith 
the  republic,  after  the  nations  had  been  in  one  continual  ftate 
of  animofity  and  Hoflilities  for  fevera^  pad  ages.  By  this 
treaty  all  the  provinces  conquered  hy  Ged'tminui  were  reftored 
to  the  republic;  and  the  two  princes  entered  into  a  perpetual 
alliance,  offenfive  and  defenfive,  again  ft  the  enemies  of 
either :  an  alliance  which,  though  prudent,  and  oiutually 
beneficial,  prpved  fatal  to  Gediminus.  In  confequence  of 
JJladiJlaus^  quarrel  with  the  Teuionick  knights,  they  became 
the  enemies  of  his  ally,  who  marched  againft  them  in  perfbn^ 
drove  them  out  of  the  field,  laid  fiege  to  Friburg^  a  town 
~  which  the  knights  ftill  held  in  Samogitia^  and  there  received  a 
mortal  wound  by.  a  fired  arrpw^  which,  piercing  his  breaft^ 
pailed  through  the  body.  Thus  fell  the  greateft  prince,  the 
moft  renowned  warrior,  and  profound-  ftatefman,  who  had 
ever  governed  Lithuania ;  a  prince  who  aicended  the  throne 
polluted  with  the  blood  of  his  fovereign,  and  deeply  fiained 
with  the  crimes  of  parricide  and  treachery  ;  yet  whofe  talents 
were  fo  confpicuous,  whofe  fcrvices  to  his  country  were  fo  ex- 
traordinary, and  whofe  valour,  prudence,  and  public  fpirit 
werefo  univerfally  acknowledged,  that  he  died  equally  efteem- 
ed,  beloved,  refpeded,  and  admired  ;  his  dominions  being 
'  more  extenfive^^  and  his  fubjefls  more  free,  wealthy,  warlike^ 
and  happy  than  at  any  preceding  period. 

J  A  NU  NUTU  S. 

GEDIMINUS  left  feven  fons  by  his  two  wives ;■  but 
we  are  not  informed  how  many  of  thefe  were  of  the  la  ft  mar- 
riage with  the  dutchefs  dowager.  It  is  likewife  a  difficult  point 
to  determine  to  whom  the  LitbuMan  dominions  belonged,  by 
right  of  primogeniture.  We  find  that,  upon  every  divifions 
the  grand  dutchy  was  always  left  to  the  elder  fon  ;  yet  now  we 
find  it  beftowed  on  Janunutus^  called  the  fixth  fon  by  Guag* 
ninif  who  likewife  makes  Olgerdus  the  third  fon  of  the  fecond 
marriage  ;  though,  by  his  own  confeffion,  Gediminus  married 
the  dowager  in  the  year  1300,  and  Olgerdus  commanded  an 
army  and  diftinguifhed  his  valour  in  1313,  that  i^'  at  ten  years' 
of  age,  admitting  that  the  dutchefs  had  a  child  every  year. 
To  remove  this  ab.furdity,  we  have  fuppofed,  and  we  think 
with  good  reafon,  xhz.K  Olgerdus  (A)  was  of  a  prior  marriage, 
•  though  partiality  to  Janunutus  made  him  be  fet  afide  for  the 
children  of  a  princefs,.  by   whom  Gediminus   acquired   any 

right. 

(A)  It  is  fcarce  worth  while    of  fo  little  confequence  to  hifto- 
to  beJdow  labour  upon  a  point    ry  as  the  fuccefiion  of  barbarous 

prinoes> 


The  Hijlory  of  Lithuania.  -  447 

Tight  Be  this  as  it  may,  certain  it  is^  that  the  domi- 
nions of  Gediminus  were  divided,  and  that  Jununutus  had 
Lithuania  for  his  portion.  MontividuSy  who  is  called  the  old- 
eft  fon,  had  Kiernow  and  Stonim  for  his  (hare.  The  con- 
quefts  and  acquifitions  in  RuJJia  fell  to  the  lot  of  Narimundus  i 
to  Olgerdus  were  given  Krewo,  and  a  large  trad  of  country 
cxtendipg  to  Berijtna  ;  Keijuflutus  was  made  fovereign  of  Sa^  • 
mogitia^  Troki^  and  Witejbo  \  Koriatus  had  the  city  of  Novo- 
grodecy  with  its  territories ;  while  fcarce  any  provifion  was 
i^adc  for  Luhartusy  the  youngeft  fon,  becaufe  he  obtained  the 
itzcceffion  of  the  Ruffian  dominions  by  his  marriage  with  the 
duke's  only  child  and  heirefs.  Thegood  fortune  of  Jununu^ 
tus  excited  the  envy  of  Olgerdus  and  Keijti/iutus,  Thq  former 
had  been  accuftomed  to  govern  :  his  father  had  intruded  htm 
with  the  command  of  armies,  and  even  confulted  with  him 
upon  all  affairs  of  importance,  hy  which  he  was  taught  to  re- 
gard hjmfelf  as  the  fucceffor  to  his  dominions.  He  coufd  not, 
therefore,  brook  dependence  on  a  younger  brother,  whofe  un- 
derftanding  he  held  in  contempt,  and  therefore  confpireid  with 
Keiju/iutus  to  dethrone  Janunutus.  At  the  time  appointed  for 
executing  the  defign,  either  of  murdering  or  depofing  their 
brother,  Olgerdus  was  necefiarily  abfent  upon  account  of  fome 
important  bufmefs  that  required  his  prefence.  The  confpi- 
rators  had  bound  each  other  by  oaths  to  the  moft  inviolable  " 
fecrecy  and  fidelity.  Keijujiutus  therefore  determined  to  feize 
the  opportunity,  even  without  his  brother's  affiftance;  and  in 
confequence,  as  foon  as  matters  were  ripe  for  execution,  he 
marched  with  a  body  of  men,  with  great  privacy  and  celerity, 
to  Vilnay  furprifed  the  city,  reduced  the  caftles,  and  forced 
yanunutus  to  feek  flielter  in  a  neighbouring  wood,  where  he 
was  taken  by  his  purfuers,  brought  before  his  brother,  and 
after  the  moft  ignominious  treatment  clapped  in  chains,  stnd 
thrown  in  a  dungeon.  It  was  fome  time  htfore  he  recovered 
his  liberty,  upon  accepting  of  the  palatinate  of  Brejlaw  in 
RuJJiaj  in  exchange  for  the  great  dutchy  of  Lithuania. 

'    OLGERDUS    and  KEIJUSTUTUS. 

Although  ambition  had  fpurred  thefe  princes  to  an  aft 
of  injuftice  to  the  younger  brother,  they  neverthelefe  preferved 

princes,  elfe  it  might  be  proved,  ceeded  to  the  dutchy  of  Lithua- 

from  the  contradidions  in  G»^/^-  niai  as  the  legitimate  heir  of 

ninPs  account,  that  Olgerdus  was  his  mother,  who  was  regarded 

adlually  the  elder  {bn  of  the  firft  as  the  fovereign  uppn  the  death 

marriage,  zvAJanunuttis  of  the  of  Vttenus  her  hufband. 
fecond,  by  which  meahs  he  fuc-  , 

V  the 
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the  moft  rigid  equity  with  refpe<9:  to  each  other.  Keijujlutiii 
it  certainly  was  that  executed  the  plan  they  had  concerted  | 
and  he  might  have  eftabliflied  himfclf  fingly  in  the  fovereignty 
of  the  great  dutchy,  had  he  been  difpofed  to  lay  afide  the 
pretenfions  of  Olgerdus ;  but  he  (hewed  the  utmoft  reverence 
for  his  brother's  birthright,  and  the  engagements  he  had  con- 
Iradled.  ♦  As  foon  as  Olgerdus  returned,  he  made  him  an  offer 
of  the  crown,  which  he  favi  was  due  to  his  feniority ;  but 
which,  the  other  refufed,  anfwering,  with  equal  moderation, 
•'  that  he  would  never  accept,  on  account  of  his  age,  what 
•'  was  neither  due  to  his  fortune  nor  his  merit-"  However* 
a  partition  was  at  length  agreed  upon  :  VilnOj  with  the  fupreme 
authority  of  Lithuania^  fell  to  the  fliare  of  Olgerdus ;  while 
Keijujlutus  was  fully  compenfated  by  a  large  portion  of  all  the 
other  dominions  belonging  to  the  ducal  crown.  To  preferve 
this  divifion  inviolate,  and  prevent  civil  commotions,  they 
very  prudently  took  a  folemn  oath  never  to  attempt  an  infrac- 
tion of  the  treaty,  nor  encroach  upon  each  other's  dominions* 

6  L  G  E  I^DU  S    alone.' 

When  Olgerdus  had  gained  poffeflion  of  the  ducalautho- 
rity,  by  the  means  we  have  related,  he  began  to  thirrk  of  ex- 
tending his  xJpminions,  and  purfuing  the  ancient  national  ani^ 
mofity  againft  the  knights  of  th^Teutonick  Ox^tr,  With  this 
defign  he  levied  an  army  of  Ruffians  and  Lithuanians^  with 
which  he  invaded  PruJJia  and  Livonia  at  the  fame  time,  took 
feveral  fortrefles,  ravaged  the  open  country,  obliged  the 
knights  to  fkulk  in  their  faftenings,  and  returned  laden  with 
fpoils  and  glory,  without  fuftaining  one  lofs  or  repulfe.  He  ^ 
'  now  blighted,  by  one  zSk  of  barbarous  fuperftition  apd  filial 
piety,  all  the  laurels  he  had  gathered  during  the  campaign* 
On  his  return  to  tiis  capital,  he  fatcrificed  the  captives  to  the 
manes  of  his  father,  killed  by  the  knights  at  the  fiegeof  Fri^ 
burg. 

'  Having  performed . thefc  favage  rites,  he  led  his  forces 
fuddenly  into  the  New  Marche  of  Brandenburg^  which  he  de- 
•  folated  quite  up  to  Frankfort  along  both  fides  of  the  Oder  j 
returning,  \fi  the  ufual  manner,  fraught  with  fpoils  of  cattle 
and  captives,  which  always  conftituted  the^moft  valuable  part 
of  the  plunder. 

The  i>ext  enterprize  attempted  by  Olgerdus  was  againft  the 
Tartars^  whom  he  drove  out  of  Podolia^  after  defeating  the 
three  brothers,  their  leaders,  with  incredible  flaughter.  This 
vi(ftory  incurred  the  refentment  of  lanowitz^  czar  of  Mufcovy^ 
who  regarded  the  Tartars  as  his  vaflalj  and  dependents,  as  th^y 
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paid  him  tribute.  The  csar.was  proud,  infolent,  ahd  vain 
of  his  power  and  the  vaft  extent  of  his  dominions.  The  in* 
fuhing  meflage  which  he  feAt  to  Ofgirdus^  then  confined  by  a 
feyer  at  ff^itejboy  fufficiently  demonftra^es  the  haughtinefs  of 
his.difpofition.  <*  Tell  the  Lithuanian  chieftain,  faid  he,  thai: 
«*  unlefs  he  makes  proper  conceffions,  before  the  expiration  of 
•*  a  month,  for  the  injuries  done  to  my  people,  I  will  pay 
*^  him  fuch  a  vifit  as  fliall  convert  his  fever  into  an  ague. 
To  which  Olgerdui  replied,  with  great  fpirit  and  moderation, 
<<  Let  your  mailer  know,  that  I  will  fave  him  the  trouble  of 
<<  a  long  jourpev,  and  wait  upon  him  in  perfon  at  MofcowJ* 
Upon  this  he  leaped  out  of  bed,  in  defptte  of  the  remon- 
ilrances  of  his  courtiers,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  armyt 
entered  Mufcovy^  laid  fiege  to  the  capital,  reduced  it,  took  the 
czar  prifoner,  and  obliged  hjm  to  purchafe  hb  releafe  at  tha 
price  of  an  inglorious  peace  and  great  part  of  his  dominions. 
Thisf  expedition  was  truly  glorious,  and  advantageous  to 
Lithuama :  the  czar's  infolence  had  occafioned  it ;  that  prince 
v^as  fufficiently  punifhed,  zndOlgerdm  more  than  indemnified 
for  the  expences  of  the  war  bv  the  ceffion  of  all  thofe  pro- 

^  vinces  which  had  ever  been  claimed  as  dependences  on  the 
ducal  crown.  It  is  beddes  alledged,  that  he  forced  the  czar 
not  only  to  relinquifli  all  pretenfions  of  fuperiority  over 
Lithuania^  but  to  pay  an  annual  tribute,  whereby  he  acknow- 
ledged himfelf  Wis  vaiTal ;  but  this  was  a  triumph  of  no  long 
duration.  It  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  fo  vaft  an  empire  as 
Ruffia  would  long  fubmit  to  the  indignity  of  becoming  de* 
pendent  on  a  dutchy,  comparatively  fo  infignificant  as  Liihua' 
nid:  this  mark  of  fubje6lion,  therefore,  continued  no  longer 

than*  the  reign  ofOlgerdus^  which  ended  foon  after  with  his 
Jife. 

The  reign  of  this  prince  was  fortunate  to  Lithuania^  and 

Slorious  to  himfelf.  If  he  acquired  pofleffion  of  the  throne 
y  an  unjuftifiable  z&  of  ambition,  he  foon  wiped  out  the  me- 
mory of  thajt  crime  by  his  fpirited  and  politic  conduS.  No 
(bvereign  better  underftood  or  more  clofety  purfiied  the  true 
ifltereft  of  his  country,  and  the  honour  of  his  crown*  0/- 
gerdusy  indeed,  was  engaged  in  cbnftant  wars ;  but  they  were 
7o  managed,  that  he  rather  enriched  than  impoveriihed  his 
people.  '  The  fcene  was  always  laid  in  the  eneifiy's  territo- 
ries, whence  he  returned  wtth  the  richeft  plunder :  this  fpecies 
of  military  trade  he  pra^^ifed  with  more  fuccefs  than  any 
former  prince,  as  he  declined  coming  to  decifive  anions,  ex- 
cept where  circumftances  rendered  the  iiTue  certain,  and  the 
iri£tory  eafy.  In  a  word,  Olgerdus  was  a  brave,  polite,  ge- 
nerous, and  magnificent  barbarian.  In  a  more  civilized  age 
Mod.  Hist.  Vox-.  XXXIV.        Gg  and 
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and  country,  he  would  have  completely  filled  the  idea  we  e^^ 
tertain  of  an  hero. 

J  A  G  E  L  LO. 

This  prince  was  the  cideft  of  twelve  font  left  hyOlgerdus: 
he  therefore  afcended  the  vacant  throne,  by  his  father's  ap- 
pointment, with  the  full  approbation  of  the  people,  and  even 
at  the  requeft  of  his  uncle  A>(/^tt/«i,  who  had  an  indifputaUe 
right  to  fucceed  his  brother,  bad  he  diofe  to  enforce  his  pre- 
,  teniions.  He  entered  upon  his  government  with  the  moft 
flattering  expectations,  as  he  found  the  revenue  large,  the 
treafury  well  replenilhed,  the  army  in  the  beft  condition,  and 
all  the  frontier  towns  well  garrifoned  and  provided.  It  like- 
wife  increafed  the  public  hope,  that  be  expreflfed  an  indinatioa 
to  purfue  the  meafures  which  had  proved  (b  fortunate  during 
the  laft  adminiftration.  Jagello  did  not  difappoint  his  people : 
he  carried  terror  and  deiblation  into  the  Ruffian  provinces, 
and  the  dominions  of  the  PruJJian  and  Livonian  knights,  ia 
order  to  (lamp  a  deep  impreffion  of  ihe  ftrength  of  his  arm 
and  the  vigour  of  his  genius.  In  all  thefc  expeditions  victory 
was  his  in^parable  companion ;  and  he  might  have  emulated 
the  glory  of  his  fire,  had  he  not  become  the  dupe  of  an  art- 
ful minion,  to  whom  he  refigned  the  intire  dire&'on  of  his 
underftanding.  l^o  this  courtier  may  be  afcribed  all  the  mif- 
fortunes  which  befel  Lithuania  in  the  beginning  of  JageJlo^^ 
reign.  VoiSlus^  a  perfon  of  obfcure  parentage,  was  raifed 
from  the  employment  of  baker  to  the  .court  to  the  rank  of 
fecretary  and  prime  minifter.  How  he  firft  infinuated  himfelf 
into  the  prince's  favour  is  not  well  afcertained  :  it  is  fuppofed 
that  they  had  contra£led  an  intimacy  in  their  childhood ; 
and  it  is  certain  he  grew  fo  faft  in  Jagello's.  eftcem,  that  he 
no  fooncr  afcended  the  throne  than  he  befiowed  his  fifter  in 
marriage  upon  his  favourite.  The  whole  nation  exclaioied 
againft  the  honours  poured  upon  fo  undcferving  an  objed  ; 
and  the  duke's  uncle  KeijuJiutuSy  in  particular,  remonftrated 
warmly,  againft  the  difgrace  offered  to  the  ducal  blood,  ia 
contaminating  it  by  a  mixture  with  the  dregs  of  the  people. 
This  was  an  injury  which  Voidilus  refented,  and  determined 
•  to  revenge.  Befides,  he  imagined  that  it  was  neceflary  to  his 
perfervation  to  efFeft  an  irreconcilable  breach  between  the  undo 
and  nephew,  left  the  influence  of  the  former  might  one  day 
lofe  him  the  favour  of  his  fovereign.  With  this  view  he 
found  means  to  perfuade  the  credulous  yagello^  that  his  uncle 
afpired  at  th?  crown,  and  was  now  laying  the  foundation  of  a 
general  rebellion.  Improbable  as  the  accufation  appeared, 
the  pripce  entertained  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  intelligence 

which 
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"V^htch  ^ame  from  (b.good  authority,  and  was  a{!erted  by  the 
)nan  whom  he  regarded  as  his  liioft  faithful  counfellor :  he 
therefore  ftruck  up  a  peace  with  the  Teutonick  Order  and  the 
.  Ruffians f  atid  entered  on  the  moft  vigorous  preparations  for 
punifliing  and  preventing  the  confequences  of  his  uncle^s  fup* 
|)ofed  treachery.  Keijuflutus  was  alarmed  :  he  knew  bis  own 
innocence ;  but,  fenfible  of  the  mah'ce  of  the  favourite!,  and 
the  influence  he  had  over  his  mailer,  he  thought  it  neceflary 
to  arm  in  his  own  defence ;  and  .was  accordingly  uking  the 
proper  meafures,  when  his  fufpicions  were  quieted  byhis  fon 
Vttoldus  (A),  who  gave  him  the  ftrongeft  aflurances  that 
nothing  was  meditated  againft  him  by  JagellQ.  The  young 
prince  had  no  intention  to  deceive  his  father ;  but,  thoroughly 
perfuaded  that  the  fovereign's  preparations  were  intended 
againft  fome  foreign  power,  he  feared  left  the  fufpicions  en- 
tertained by  Keijuflutus  might  kindle  a  civil  war.  He  was 
Toon  undeceived  :  Jagello  invaded  PoIocZy  which  country  be- 
longed to  Keijujiuius^  and  then  Vttoldus  was  convinced  that  . 
his  father's  conjedture  >^as^  well-founded.  Still,  however,  hei. 
laboured  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation  ;  though  he  could  not 
prevent  his  father  from  penetrating  into  Lithuania^  reducing 
Filna^  and  retaliating  the  injuries  fuftained  by  his  fubjefls  of 
Polocz.  He  was  proceeding  in  the  conqueft  of  the  wbolQ 
dutchy,  when  the  intreaties  of  his  fon  at  length  prevailed, 
and  he  concluded  a  treaty  with  ^Jagello^  which  proved  his  ruin* 
•Keijuflutus  no  fooner  thought  himfelf  reconciled  to  his  nephew,  . 
than,  relying  upon  the  faith  of  treaties,  he  evacuated  Lithua^ 
niay  leaving  only  a  flender  garrifon  in  Filna^  and  employed 
his  arms  in  punifhing  Korcbuth^  a  nobleman  whofe  fidelity  he 
had  caufe  to  fufpe£l.  His  nephew  feized  this  occaiion  of  again 
attacking  him :  he  drove  his  garrifon  out  of  Vihta^  and  not 
only  recovered  all  he  had  loft  in  Lithuania^  but  invefted  Tro- 
a  J  and  had  it  betrayed  into  his  hands.  Keijuflutus  flew  tb  the 
relief  of  Troki,  and  marching  with  bis  fon  Vitoldus  to  give 
battle  to  the  enemy,  was  treacheroufly  delivered  into  their 
power  by  his  brother  S/^i>^^//?,  who  pretended  he  would  com- 
promife  the  differences,  and  bring  about  an  amicable  inter* 
view.  Jagelloy  ftimulated  by  the  bafe  Voidilus^  forgot  all  the 
obligations  which  he  owed  to  his  uncle,  and  even  the  dldlates 
of  nature.  He  threw  the  unfortunate  Keijuflutus  into  prifon, 
arid  not  Jong  after  had  him  privately  ftrangled.     The  fame 

( A )    Several  of  the  Polifi    recollefl  that  he  is  once  called 
writers  call  this  prince  Vho^daf    the  fon  of  Keijuflutus  by  any  an- 
and  fpeak  of  him  as  the  diflant    cient  writer,  beiides  Guagnini. 
relation  of  Jagello^     We  dp  not  ^  , 

.  G  g  a  fate 


fat^  was  defigned  for  Vitoldui^  his  courxn,  wbo  was  rem9vc4 
to  Kreva^  the  prifon  in  which  his  father  had  fufferedi  frooi 
whence  he  ef(;aped  by  a  ftratagem,  juft  as  orders  had  been  if- 
fued  to  put  hitn  to  death.  His  wife  had  always  been  allowed 
free  accefs  to  him,  and  to  her  invention  he  owed  his  fafety* 
When  ihe  found  matters  drawing  to  a  crifis,.  Qie  changed 
habits  with  one  of  the  fervants,  and  ordered  Vitoldus  to  dif- 
guife  himfelf  in  hers ;  by  which  means  he  p^fled  the  guards 
without  examination,  and  reached  the  court  oiMi^uyvta  be- 
fore his  Sight  was  fufpedled :  but  not  believing  he  could  remaio 
there  in  fafety,  he  went  into  PruJJia^  demanded  proteftion  of 
the  knights,  and  was  at  firft  coolly  i^eceived,  becaufe  be  only 
fought  their  friendflilp  in  adverfity.  The  politic  order,  how- 
ever, foon  altered  their  behaviour,  upon  finding  that  he  could 
be  ferviceable  to  them,  and  promifed  their  utmoft  affiilsmce  to 
reftore  him  to  his  eftate  and  honours.  Accordingly  they  af- 
fembled  in  a  great  body,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Samo-^ 
I'ttiansj  made  an  inroad  into  Lithuania^  which  was  every 
where  marked  with  deibtation.  Troki  was  reduced  after  a 
fhort  refinance;  but  the  knights  were  forced  to  evacuate  their 
conqueA,  and  retire,  oii  the  approach  of  Jagelh  with  a  power- 
ful army.  Vttotdus  countenanced,  but  be  did  not  take  any 
,  ihare  iii  this  expedition ;  for  he  never  could  be  perfuaded  to 
unflieath  his  fword  againft  his  country :  however,  JagelU  per- 
ceiving that  his  refidence  xnPruJfia  would  always  furnifii  the 
knights  with  a  handle  for  attacking  his  dominions,  fet  on  foot 
a  fecret  ne^tiation  to  recal  and  reftore  him  to  bis  birthright. 
Several  meuages  pafied  with  the  utmoft  privacy,  and  at  iaft  a 
reconciliation  was  e(Fe£ted:  Vitoldus  (quitted  Prnffta^  and» 
upon  a  promife  of  fidelity  to  his  coufin,  was  reinftated  in  all 
the  dominions  of  his  father ;  to  which  were  added  VoSnnia^ 
P^dolia^  and  divers  other  valuable  territories. 
A.  D.  It  was  foon  after  this  event  that  JageUo  was  cdled  to  the 
1388.  throne  of  Poland^  in  confequence  of  his  marri^^e  with  Hed- 
wiga\  the  circumftances  ot  which  the  reader  natb  alread/ 
feen  in  the  preceding  hiftory  of  that  kingdom*.  It  will  there- 
'  fore  be  neceffary  to  confine  ourfetves,  in  this  place,  to  what 
immediately  relates  io  Lithuania  (A).    Jagdl$h  abfeoce,,  aati 

*  Vide  this  volume,  p.  io8, 

(A)  It  deferves  notice  that  in  1386;  affirming,  that  he  was 

GuagmMh  Stella^  and  fome  other  baptized  that  year^    in  cooie- 

antient  writers,    date  JagelIo\  quence  of  his  engagements  to 

acceffiort  to  the  crown  oi  Poland  die  Poles  and  Ihdvdga  (i|, 

(1)  Guag,  ^,  5«^    5/*/,  a^udFifi* 

the 
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Hit  removal  of  the  whole  court  to  Craecw^  furnlQied  Conradi 
Zotnefy  great  mailer  of  Prujpa  and  Livonia^  with  a  fair  occa- 
ifion  of  attacking  Lithuania ;  and^  indeeci,  the  profpecS):  of 
being  able  to  reduce  the  dutchy,  while  t4ie  fovereign  was  em- 
ployed in  fcenes  of  mirth  and  feft^vity  in  his  new  acquired 
dominions.  He  ha^  maintained  for  fome  time  a  clandefline 
correfpondence  with  ^Wr^i  the  duke's  Wmher ;  and  it  was 
adjufted  between  them,  that  this  prince  fbould  be  railed  to  the 
throne  6f  Lithuanh,  which  he  j^as  to  hold  m  dependence  oa 
the  knights*  The  dutcHy  wis  itivaded,  and  c(»ifiderabl^  pro-^ 
gfefs  Was  made  in  the  conqileft ;  but  Jageih  haWng  &nt  his 
Brother  Bkirgilb  %hi  cduiin  Vitoldus  2tg^m&  the  knights,  they 
were  ddfeatedi  and  forced  to  retire  with  precipitati9n.  Tht 
ttuiotQ)»  Andnw  was  taken  prifoner,  aiid  thrown  into  a  dun^ 
geon,  where  he  became  a,  moft  wretchi^d  monument  of  blafied 
sunbitioii,  until  he  was  at  length  releaftd  ac  the  inierceffion  of 
the  humane /7#9/^«ri. 

It  was  after  this,  event  iltittJageUs  returned  to  Lithuama^ 
to  attempt  the  converiion  of  the  people  to  Chrigianhy  3  a  cir* 
cumftanco  which  the  TeutoHiik  knights  turned  to  their  owa 
advantage,  taking  Ihis  occafion  of  exciting  the  inhabitants  to 
revolt  agatnft  their  lawful  fovereign^  who,  they  faid,  took 
this  method  of  fubje£ting  the  dutchy  to  the  republic  of  Poland. 
The  Lithuanians  h^Ay  itideed,  followed  the  example  of  their 
prince :  they  fufiered  their  temples  and  falfe  gods  to  be  de- 
ftroyed,  and  feemed  convinced  of  the  abiurdity  of  their  reli- 
gion, becaufe  their  deities  did  not  refent  the  grofs  injuries  of- 

'  fered  by  Jagelh  j.  but  they  foon  gave  way  to  the  iniinuations 
of  the  knights,  and  were  the  more  convinced  thzt  Jagelh  had 
defcrtcd  their  intcreft,  that  he  fixed  his  refidcnce  in  Poland^ 
and  committed  the  government  of  the  dutchy  to  his  tyrannU 

^cat  and  vicious  brother  Skirgelh. 

.  Another  circumftance  likewtfe  favoured  the  deflgns  ctf 
the  Teutmick  Order.  The  infolence  of  Skirgilk  had  obliged 
Vitaldusy  whbm  JagtUo  had  fent  as  a  check  upon  his  brother, 
to  make  bis  complaints  to  the  king ;  and  finding  him  deaf  to 
bis  remotiftrances,  he  was  obliged  to  feek  refuge  a  fecond  time 
iff  Pruffioy  where  he  -was  joyfully  received  by  the  knights.  ' 
After  many  abortive  attempts  to  terminate  in  lan  amicable 
manner  his  differences  with  Skirgtllo^  he  at  length  entered 
into  the  defigns  of  the  fraternity,  and  affifted  them  in  the  in*> 
vafion  of  his  native  country^  We  have  related  the  panicul2»*s 
of  this  affair  elfe where :  it  is  fufficient  to  mention  in  thfs 
place,  thaty<7;///0,  at  length  convince  of  his  brother's  cruel- 
ty, of  his  coufip*s  innocence,  and  of  the  importance  it  was 
to  the  peace  of  latbuania  to  be  upon  good  terms  with  a  prince 
G  g  3  fo 
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fo  well-beloved  as  Vitoldusy  took  him  again  into  favour ;  and, 
as  a  teftimony  of  thefmcerity  of  his  reconciliation ^  made  him 
great  duke  of  Lithuania^  in  the  room  of  Skirgillo. 

FITO  L  DUS. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  though  the  great  dutchy  was 
united  to  Poland^  and  the  fovereignty  of  both  countries  was 
vefied  in  Jagello ;  yet  the  governors  of  Lithuania  bore  the  title 
of  dukes,  and  were  regarded  by  the  bulk  of  the  people  as  the 
real  fovereigns.  Hence  it  is^  ihnt  fltoldus  is  always  diftin* 
guiihed  by  the  name  of  duke  in  the  antient  hiftories ;  a  dignity 
which  excited  (he  envy  of  SkirgiUo  and  Swidrigello^  the  king's 
brothers,  who  could  not  without  indignation  behold  the  fupe- 
/ior  regard  paid  to  their,  coufin.  They  began  to  foment  divi-^ 
fions,  and  fet  on  foot  confptracies  againft  him ;  but  being  dif- 
covered,  they  fled  to  Prujfta,  the  fure  refuge  of  all  difcon- 
tented  Lithuanians^  and  afiifled  the  knights  in  ravaging  their 
cX)untry«  In  this  they  met  with  coi^fiderable  fuccefs,  Vitoldus 
being  at  that  time  employed  in  an  expedition  againft  jthe  Tar- 
tars '•  Several  towns  furrendered,  after*  a  feeble  refiftance ; 
and  they  were  making  rapid  progrefs  in  their  conquefts  when 
Vitoldus  returned,  defeated,  and  drove  them  out  of  the  coun- 
try. JagellOf  thinking  it  would  greatly  weaken  his  enemies 
to  detach  his  brothers  from  their  intereft,  elFedually  executed 
that  purpofe  by  giving  SkirgeUo  certain  Rujjtan  provinces ; 
which  he  governed  in  fo  defpotic  a  manner,  that,  unable  longer 
to  endure  the  fcourge,  the  people  revolted,  and  he  was  pfoi- 
foncd  by  a  monk. 

Np  prince  ever  fwayed  the  Lithuanian  fceptre  with  more 
ability  and  dignity  than  FitMus.  He  defeated  the  Tartars  in 
numberlefs  engagements  ;  and»though  he  was  once  worfted 
by  the  lieutenant  of  Tamerlane  the  Greaty  the  refiftance  he 
made  againft  fuch  fuperibrity  of  numbers  was  truly  glorious. 
He  likewife  conquered  the  duke  of  Pcdolia^  and  oUiged  him 
to  make  the  mofi  ^bjed  conceiSons.  His  frequent  vidories 
over  the  Teutonic  knights  were  alone  fufficient  to  raife  his 
military  reputation  to  an  extraordinary  pitch;  but  he  added 
to  thefe  fiill  more  extraordinary  vi&ories,  obtained  over  the 
duke  of  Ruffta^  who  was  defirous  of  revenging  the  diigrace 
of  his  predeceflTor,  and  abolilhing  all  memory  of  the  tribute 
cxaiSed  by  Olgerdus.  With  this  defign  the  czar  had  pene* 
trated  into  the  RuJJian  provinces  dependent  on  Lithuania^ 
which  obliged  Fttoldus  to  take  the  field  in  his  own  defences 
He  came,  up  with  the  czar,  gave  him  battle  with  inferior 
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fSifces,  defeated  him,  and  having  driven  the  Rujftam  out  of 
hra  territories,  purfued'them  into  their  own,  which  he  ravaged 
and  defolated  without  oppofition,  returning  home  laden  with 
the  richell  plunder  of  the  country.  Next  year  he  aflemblcd 
a :  greater  army,  and  again  penetrated  into  Ruffia^  with  fuch 
impetuofity  as  threatened  the  intire  fubverfion  of  that  vaft 
empire.  The  pretence  was  to  afford  alEftance  to  his  coufin 
Swidtigeltoj  and  revenge  the  death  of  SJtirgelloy  the  former 
liaving  fucceeded  the  latter  in  the  government  of  the  Ruffian 
provinces.  He -was  fweeping  all  before  him  like  a  torrent, 
when  the  Teutonic  knights,   ever  reftlefs  and  afpiring,  took  ' 

advantage  of  his  abfence  to  commit  divers  infradtions  of  the 
treaty.  However,  they  found  themfelves  difappointed  in  their 
expedlation  thzt  Lithuania  was  left  defencelefs.  Sigifmund 
Coribut^  brother  to  Fitoldus^  levied  a  body  of  men  with  great 
expedition,  marched  againft  the  )s;nighfs,  /orced  them  to  re- 
tire to  avoid  hazarding  a  battle,  purfued  them  into  PruJJia^ 
and  after  plundering,  facking,  and  defolating  the  country, 
returned  loaded  with  fpoils.  This  hoftility  was  foon  re-- 
venged ;  for  the  knights,  collefting  a  body  of  the  moft  def- 
perate  parttzans,  fetoutfor  Lithuania^  through  bye  and  unfre- 
quented paths,  fell  tipon  the  great  dutchy  juft  as  Sigifmund 
had.difbanded  his  army,  zXtdicktitVolkowtJkdhchxeA^e  gar- 
rifon  had  any  fufpicion  of  an  enemy,  reduced,  plundered, 
and  burnt  the  city.  Vitoldus  was  returned  in  the  mean  time ; 
but  having  difmifled  his  troops*  on  the  frontiers,  he  was  forced 
to  retire  with  his  family  into  a  thick  foreft,  and  defer  his 
vcDgeance  until  the  enemy  were  retired.  As  foon  as  he  per- 
ceived himfelf  at  liberty  to  appear  in  public,  he  convoked  thb  .  ' 
fiates,  and  reprefented,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  the  expediency' 
of  giving  a  mortal  blow  to  the  Teutonic  order,  the  difturbers 
of  all  £«r^^^,  and  the  inveterate  enemies  of  Z,/V^«^z«/^j.  The 
ftates  concurred  with  his  opinion,  and  offered  him  all  man- 
ner of  affiftance  to  execute  any  proje<?:  which  he  imagined* 
might  curb  the  infoFence  of  thofe  troublefbme  neighbours. 
Great  preparations  were  made  for  giving  fome  decifive  ftroke  ; 
but  they  all  terminated  in  making  an  inroad  into  Prufjia^ 
and  committing  the  ufual  barbarities  \  for  the  knights  flculked 
in  ftrong  retreats,  becaufe  they  were  in  no  condition  to  face  ' 
fo  potent  an  enemy. 

VITOLDUS   was  chagrined  at  his  difappointment ;    he    A.  D. 
cxpedied  nothing  lefs  than  the  intire  extirpation  of  the  Teu-     141 5« 
tonic  order  :    however,  that  he  might  in  fome  meafure  anfwer 
the  great  expe£lations  of  the  people,  he  undertook  an  ex-   ^ 
pedition  againft  the  Ruffians,  advanced  to  the  very  heart  of 
the  country,  took  feveral  cities  and  towns,  and  returned  with 
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a  greater  quantitv  of  gold  and  (ilver  tha^i  bad  eret  befiiiftr 
been  feen  m  Litouania.  Afterwards  he  attacked  the  ^o- 
.  vinces  of  N&vngradec  and  Pzkoviay  and  obliged  the  peopk  to 
ranfom  their  country  at  an  exorbitant  expence.  In  a  word^ 
the  affairs  of  Lithuania  were  in  a  moft  profperous  fitusMui^ 
when  the  intrigues  of  the  emperor  Sigifmutid^  and  the  7W«** 
Mf/r  knights,  bad  almoft  involved  the  diitchy  in  civit  commq-* 
tions.  SigifmundVntvf  that  the  ambition  of  Vitoldm  af{>ired 
at  ihe  regal  dignity,  and  at  leaft  the  bokUng  the  ducal  crown 
independent  on  his  coufm  Jagelloy  now  called  VbSjlauiy  the 
fifth  of  that  name«  He  was  likewife  fenfible  that  the  ling 
of  Pohnd  could  never  fuiFer~  the  dutchy  to  be  difinembered 
from  his  crown,  both  on  account  of  his  hereditary  rights  and 
his  engagements  with  the  republic*  H6  therefore  fet  oa 
foot  a  fecret  negotiation  with  VitoUus  s  emiflaries  pafied  on 
both  fides^  and  the  ptoje£t  of  clauning  independency  was  in 
great  forwardnefs^  ^  when  it  was  accKlentally  difcovered  by 
Jagelky  who  feized  upon  Baptijia  Ggula  sltA  Sigijmimd  dg 
Kota^  the  imperial  envoys ;  and  by  the  papers  which  were 
found  upon  them^  got  the  mofl  convincing,  proofs  of  the 
treafon  that  was  preparing,  and  the  alliance  forming  agatnft 
k  Poland^  between  ViioUusy  the  Teutonic  order,  the  emperor 

Sigifmundy  and  the  different  fiates  of  Hungary^  Bohetmay  and 
the  empire.  It  was  liliewire  found,  that  Sigifmund  had  ^re- 
folved  to  fend  a  crown  to  Vitoldus^ .  and  that  the  ambaffiidcHV 
were  ready  to  begin  their  journey  :  however,  the  feizure  ot 
""  the  envoys,  and  the  vigorous  meafures  taken  by  JagtUo^  broke 
^  the  whole  fcheme ;  and  P'iioldus  was  fo  affefied  with  tlie  dif- 
A.t>.  appointment,  that  he  died  of  chagrin,  leaving  the  reputation 
H^b!  ^^  ^  prince  whofe  fole  crime  was  ambition,  which  fometimes 
obfcured  his  reafon,  and  led  him  into  nrieafures  very  contrary 
to  his  judgment,  and  the  general  fyftem  of  politics  which 
he  purfued.  He  had  completed  his  eightieth,  year  when  he 
died  ;  yet  did  he  enjoy  the  perfed  ufe  of  all  his  faculties  of 
mind  and  body,  and  the  fire  and  vigour  of  youth.  His  ge* 
nius  was  a£live,  his  temper  amiable,  bb  life  abftemious,  and 
his  character,  except  in  the  laft  inftance,  unblemifhed.  Cou-*' 
rage,  generofity,  and  magnificence,  were  his  moft  ihining 
qualities.  Every  thing  about  his  court  was  princely  ^  yet  he 
lived  himfelf  upon  the  plaineft  diet,  drank  noting  but  wa« 
ter,  and  drefTed  rather  meanly.  To  conclude  h»  charafier,^ 
his  virtues  are  thofe  of  a  hero ;  and  his  vices  fuch  as  are 
almoft  infeparable  from  an  elevation  of  mind. 
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SjyiDRIGE  L  LO. 

Wt  have  already  obfervcd,  that  notwith (landing  the  union 
betwee&P^<9m/and  X//A»^ff/^,  the  latter  dutchy  was  intirely 
independent.    The  fame  fovereign  prefided  over  both ;    yet  , 

each  waa  gorerned  by  peculiar  laws^  enjoyed  diftind  privi-^ 
leges ;  and  the  latter,  durtn?  the  reign  of  Jagello^  had  its 
own  couft  and  prince,  with  ail  the  appearances  of  (bvereigci 
power,  though  in  fa£t  he  held  his  dignity  of  the  king  of  Po- 
iimdj,  as  great  duke  of  Lithuania^  During  the  government  of 
yftojdtefy  the  king  fcarce  ever  meddled  with  the  affairs  of 
the  dmbhy ;  and  that  prince  might  rather  be  regarded  as  the 
ally  than  the  fubjed  of  Jagelh.  In  all  deeds  and  public  in« 
itruments,  be  w^  honoured  with  the  title  of  grand  duke ;  and 
this  dignity  was  Irkewife  continued  to  his  fucceflbr  Swidrigello^ 
brother  to  the  king  of  Poland^  though  extremely  undeferv- 
ing.  Jagelh  knew  that  the  Lithuanians  expedled  a  court 
would  be -kept  up  at  frA»/7,,  that  they  might  enjoy  all  the 
badges  of  independency  :  he  knew  likewife  that  his  brother, 
Uttlefs  gratified  with  this  dignity,  would  be  perpetually  fo- 
menting divifions,  and  ilirring  up  factions  againft  his  go- 
vernment. Thcfewere  the  motives,  and  not  any  miftaken 
notions  of  his  merit,  which  induced  him  to  appoint  Swidri^ 
gelh  to  the  fuprcme  adminiftration  of  the  great  dptchy ;  a 
meafure  of  which  he  foon  found  caufe  to  repent.  This 
prrrnce  was  violent,  paifionate,  and  addidted  to  drinking,  ' 
which  led  him  inta  the  moft  ridiculous  and  dangerous  excef- 
les.  He  no  fooner  afcended  the  throne^  than  he  forgot  his 
obligations  to  his  brother,  and  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  fove- 
reign, though  it-muftbe  confeffed  he  had  fome  provoqation. 
The  i*d/^j,  at  the  death  of  ^x/^/^«j,  bad  feized^upon  certain 
towns,  which  had  long  been  the  fubjedt  of  difpute  between 
them  and  the  Lithuanians,  It  was  this  infra£t(on  of  the  iinion 
that  enraged  Swidrigelb^  and  made  him  break  out  into  the 
moft  abufivc  and  fcurrilous  language  againft  his  brother,  who 
was  then  paying  the  laft  duties  to  the  memory  of  his  coufm 
Vitoldus,  He  threatened  the  king's  life,  and  obliged  the  Po* 
lijh  court  and  guard  to  keep  perpetual  watch  xo\xyiiJageM% 
perfon,  at  laft  forced  his  brother  to  promife  he,  would 
make  reftitution  of  all  the  places  that  had  been  violently  ex- 
torted from  the  dutchy ;  for  which  purpofe  he  fent  orders  to 
the  governors  to  furrender  their  fevcral  charges  into  the  hands 
of  a  commiffary  appointed  by  SwidrigeUo,  Had  this  prince 
profecuted  the  intereft  of  his  country  with  lefs  violence,  his 
condud  would  have  been  applauded,  and  the  whole  world 
vrould  have  joined  in  praifing  his  public  ipirit  and  courage ; 

but 


45*  ^hi  Hifiory  of  Lithuania: 

but  the  outrages  which  he  commicted  againft  decency  intirelf 
deftroyed  the  merit  of  the  meafures  be  purfued.  Thefe  now 
involved  him  in  a  war  with  his  brother,  and  filled  Lithuania  whh 
all  the  horrors  confequent  on  civil  diviiions.  Great  numbers 
of  the  nobility  refented  the  indignity  with  which  be  treated 
the  king^  and  made  this  a  pretence  for  breaking  out  into  open 
rebellion,  to  which  their  difiike  to  SwidrigeUo  rendered  them 
before  well  difpofed ;  yet  flill  the  multitude  took  part  with, 
him,  and  he  wa^  regarded  as  a  patriot,  becaufe  he  had  dared 
to  defend  the  rights  of  his  country.  The  origin  of  this  war. 
requires  to  be  clearly  explained,  as  we  find  it  varioufly  re- 
lated by  different  writers,  and  fcarce  at  all  underilood  by  the 
Polijh  hiftorians. 

It  was  to  oblige  the  Poftjh  nation  that  Jagelh  had  winked 
at  the  infractions  of  the  union,  and  the  feizure  of  towns 
which  the  Lithuanians  claimed  as  dependences  on  the  grand 
dutchy.  Fear  now  conftrained  him  to  fign  an  order  for  re* 
ftoring  them ;  for  as  he  was  then  in  the  capital  of  Lithuania^ 
furrounded  only  by  a  few  Poltjh  guards  and  noblemen^  he  ap- 
prehended fome  violence  might  be  offered  to  his  perfon  by  Swi^^ 
drigello  and  the  Lithuani(ins,  Two  Pali/h  noblemen,  entrufted 
with  the  order,  faw  clearly  into  the  king's  reafons  for  mak- 
ing this  concefHon,  and  contrived  a  flratagem  to  obviate  the 
confequences,  and  retain  the  pofieflion  of  the  to^vns  to  the 
republic.  They  wrote  to  Michael  Bacxaiio^  governor  of  the 
new  acquiiltions,  acquainting,  him  that  the  king  had  been 
forced,  by  a  concurrence  of  circumfbnces,  to  fign  the  order 
of  reltitution  now  in  their  hands,  and  defiring,  that  inflead 
of  complying  he  would  feize  upoa  tht  Lithuanian  QommitbiTy^ 
as  before  the  time  the  letter  could  reach  him,  the  king  would 
be  fafc  in  his  Polijh  dominions.  Baczatio  executed  all  that 
was  required  ;  the  commiffary  was  feized,  the  Polijh  envoys 
kept  themfelves  out  of  the  reach  of  danger,  and  the  towns 
were  preferved  without  breach  of  the  royal  promife.  Swi^. 
drigtllo  was  incenfed  at  the  trick  put  on  his  underflanding  ; 
and  indeed  the  Lithuanians  in  general  fhared  in  his  refent- 
ment.  Preparations  were  made  for  fubduing  them  by  fopce^ 
and  every  thing  threatened;  the  intire  diifolution  of  the  union 
between  the  republic  and  grand  dutchy,  when  the  nobility, 
who  profefled  themfelves  enenues  to  SwidrigeUo^  railed  forces, 
joined  the  Poles^  and  obliged  their  prince  to  make  all  ,the 
conceifions  required  by  Jagello  and  the  republic.  Some  blood 
however  was  fpilt  before  SwidrigeUo^  who  was  then  with  an 
army  in  Podolia,  could  be  brought  to  reafon  ;  after  which  he 
'  purchafed  the  king's  pardon  with  a  fum  of  money.     He  did 

not  long  enjoy  the  fruits  of  this  bargain  i    for  growing  every 

day 
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day  more  vicious,  he  was  depofed  by  the  Lithuanians^  who  rcr 
quefied  Jagello  to  give  them  another  governor. 

.  S  I  G  IS  MV  N  D. 

yAGELLO  was  fenfible  that  the  refentment  of  the  Liibua-  A.  D. 
nlans  was  well  founded ;  he  did  not  therefore  attempt  to  in-  '43'* 
tcrcede  for 'his  brother;  but  in  compliance  with  their  re- 
queft  fent  his  coufin  Stgifinund^  fon  of  Keljit/iutus^  and  brother 
of, FiulduSy  to  take  upon  him  the  government  of  the  dutchy, 
vefting  him  with  all  (he  badges  of  fupreme  authority,  and  the 
prerogatives  Enjoyed  by  the  two.laft  dukes.  This  prinde  was 
icarce  eftablifhed  in  his  new  dignity,  when  he  was  treache- 
roufly  (lain  by  the  czar  of  Mufcovy,  in  open  violation  of  the 
faith  of  treaties,  and  the  laws  fubfifting  among  the  moft  bar- 
barous nations ;  upon' which 'G2/Sn/>,  the  fecond  fon  ofja^ 
gello^  was  appointed  his  fucceffor.  Cajimir  held  the  reins  of 
authority  but  a  fliort  time,  when  he  was  called  to  the  throne 
of  Poland^  on  the  death  of  his  brother  XJladiJlaus  VI.  by  which 
means  Lithuania  devolved  to  Alexander^  the  younger  fon  of 
Cajmir.  Hia  government  too  was  but  of  fliort  duration,  when 
he  was  eleded  icing  of  Poland^  on  the  death  of  his  brother 
John-Albert. 

From  this  time,  a  more  ftriS  unioa  fubfifting  between 
Poland  and  Lithuania^  it  was  deemed  unnecbflary'  to  continue 
a  reprefentative  of  the  grand  duke,  and  a  court  in  Lithuania, 
The  fupreme  management  was  therefore  committed  to  the 
fenate,  grand-general,  grand- treafurer,  grand-marechal,  and' 
other  great  officers,  under  direftion  of  the  king  of  Poland^ 
as  grand  duke  of  Lithuania^  and  the  diet  which  met  occa- 
fionally  at  Grodno, 
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Containing  an  Account  of  theprefent  State,  and  antient 
Religion  and  Government  of  this  Country ^  as  far  as 
can  be  collected  from  the  imperfeS  Materials  'V&hicb 
have  efcapd  the  Ravages  of  ^tme.  Together  with  a 
Succeffion  of  the  Great  Mafters  of  the  Teutonick  Or*^ 
der  ojfFruQiSL. 

1^0twithstanj>ino  the  large  diftri^l  called  Fruffia 
^^  hath,  for  a  ferics  of  years,  been  divided  into  the  oir- 
man  and  Polijh  departments,  they  were  certainly  once  luittel 
under  the  fame  princes,  fubje^  to  the  fame  governmentj  and 
inhabited  by  the  fame  pe<qple,  defcended  moft  probaUy  from 
At  Sclavonu2nsj  th^  general  ftem  >of  all  the  northern  nation^ 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  PdanJ.  Sulla  conje6liires  that  the 
country  derives  its  name  from  the  BoruJJi,  a  particular  daa 
of  the  Sarmatiy  who,  migrating  from  the  foot  of  the  Rip' 
haan  moantains,  were  tempted  by  its  beauty  and  fertility  td 
fix  their  habitation  here  ;  whence,  by  an  eafy  corruption,  i^ 
derived  the  appellation  of  Pruffia  ^.  It  would  be  vain  to 
fearch  antiquity  for  the  etymology  of  a,  word  which  will  ad^ 
mit  of  a  thoufand  various  conjedures ;  we  think  StglWs 
opinion  the  moft  plaufible,  thpugh  be  neither  pretends  to 
afcertain  the  aera  of  this  migration,  nor  to  relate  any  of  the 
particulars  (A). 

PRUSSIA^  including  the  preftnt  kingdom  of  that  name 
and  the  Polsjh  province,  is  of  great  extent,  being  wafhed  on 
the  North  by  the  Baltic  i    bordered  on  the  South  by  Poland 

*  Stell.  apud  Piftor.  torn.  i.  pag.  9. 

(A)  It  is  allowect  by  the  beft  Pruti ;    by  others,  Brucbiay  So* 

authorities,    that  the  nam6  of  ruj^a,  Porrufjiaj  which  laft  ety- 

Pruffen^    or  Pruffia^    was  firft  mology  is  by  fome  modems  cf- 

known  about  the  beginning  of  teemed  the  moft  probable.    P09 

the  tenth  century,     it  was  dif-  in  the  language  of  the  country, 

feretitly^  written  by  almoft  all  fignifies   near  i    and  Pomtjfia^ 

the  old  hiftorians :    by  fome  it  near  Rujpa^  whence  comes  Pn^- 

was    called  Pr««/,  Prucdt  or  ^a  {i), 

(0  JEn,  Sjh,  a/md  Pj/hn  litr,  u 
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and  the.  palatinate  of  Maz$via ;  on  the  Weft  by  Pomtrama  \   , 
iand  on  the  Eaft  by  Lithuania  and  Samogiua^    It  is,  befides, 
watered  by  a  variety  of  fine  riverB>  as  the  Vtfiula^  Niemen^ 
PngfU  ^^-  which*  with  iti  maritime  fituation^  renders  it 
extremely  commodious  for  commerce;    and  accordingly  we 

.  finds  that  a  confiderable  trade  hath  long  been  carried  on  bji 
Dantzicly  Mati&dmrgy  PilhHf  Kmigsberg^  and  other  cities 
and  towns*  fituated  either  upon  the  fea»  or  the  borders  of 
pavigable  rivers.  The  foil  in  general  is  fertile ;  the  climate 
not  extremely  fevere*  and  the  people  more  induftrious  than 
Iheir  neighbours  of  Poland  and  Lithuania ;  neverthelefs,  great 
Dart  of  the  country  lies  uncultivated^  and  almoft  unpeopled* 
It  has  been  afErmed*  that  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  antient  kings 
€}{  Pruffia  wzs  confined  intirely  to  iJ^^i?/ ^rii^,  now  fub- 
jeft  to  the  Polijh  republic,  and  never  extended  to  Du£alPrufm 

fia^  or  the  divifion  belonging  to  the  houfe  of  Brandenburg  i 

f  but  we  think  it  niucb  more  probable,  that  Venedut  and  his 
twelve^  fons  were  Sovereigns  over  the  whole  xt^Gt  of  land  called 
by  the  common  appellation  of  Prc^^ ;  and  we  are  certain, 
that  the  Teutmc  order  not  only  pouefied  this  whole  country  ' 
at  one  period,  but  likewife  great  part  of  Pomeranian  and  dn 
vers  Polijh  provinces.  . ' 

PRUSSIA  aiFords  great  abundance  of  corn,  culinary  vege- 
tables, fruit,  and  pafturage ;  it  is  alfo  well  (locked  with  horned 
cattle,  horfes,  and  game  of  every  kind ;  but  its  chief  com- 
modicies  are  woo^  honey,  wax*  flax,  pitch,  coals,  hemp, 
hops,  buck-wheat,  and  amber.  A  confiderable  trade  hath 
been  driven  in  oak  >  but  that  timber  is  now  greatly  diminilhed 
inVruJfia,    As  to  amber,  it  is  found  in  great  quantities  on 

.  the  coails  of  the  Baltick,  efpecially  in  Samland^  upon  great 
trees,  which  are  buried  under  ground  in  a  vitriolic  earth,  con- 
taining an  oily  fubflance :  whence  fome  naturalifts  are  of 
opinion  that  amber  is  a  concretion,  formed  from  the  coagula-* 
tion  of  the  oil  by  the  vitriolic  acid,  and  that  it  is  waihed  off 
the  trees,  and  driven  on  ihore  by  the  ftrong  wefterly,  or 
north-w^  winds*  The  profits  arifing  from  amber  are  faid  ' 
to  bring  into  the  royal  treafury  of  Pruffia  above  twenty-fix 
thoufand  ducats  yearly.  To  tbefe  particulars  we  may  add, 
that  all  the  rivers,  bays,  lakes,  and  canals,  with  which  the 
country  is  watered,  abound  with  fi(h;  falmon,  fti^geon, 
fole,  turbot,  lampreys,  and  oth^r  kinds  the  moft  delicious 
and  highly  rated  \ 

The  kingdom  of  Pruffia^  from  which  the-  prefcnt  eleftor 
9f  Brandenburg  deduces  his  regal  title,  exiclufive  of  the  Poli^ 

^  BviCKiHG,  torn.  i.  pag.  538. 
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dfvilton,  IS  reported  to  contain  about  fix  hundred  and  forty 
thoufand  pertons  capable  of  bearing  arms,  according  to  an 
s  eftimate  made  feven  years  fince  by  his  PruJJian  oiajefty.  Since 
the  year  lyiQt  it  i^  computed  that  t)o  leis  than  thirty-four 
thoufand  Calvinifts  have  removed  from  France^  Switzerland^ 
aod  Germany^  into  this  kingdom,  to  whofe  induftry  it  owes 
great  part  of  its  opulence,  felicity,  and  beauty,  they  having 
built  four  hundred  villages^  eleven  towns,  eighty-fix  fine  pri- 
vate country- feats,  fifty  new  churches,  befides  founding  a 
thouiand  village  fchools.  Before  thefe  migrations  the  inha- 
bitants were  compofed  of  native  PruJJians^  who  appear  by 
their  language  and  manners  to  be  the  genuine  defcendants  of 
the  Sclavi ;  of  Lithuanians^  whofe  dncefiors  were  the  Nadra- 
vians ;  and  of  Toles,  intermixed  with  great  numbers  of  £ng- 
ijhy  French^  and  Dutch. 

:  DUCAL^  or  the  prcfent  kingdom  <rf*  Pruffia^  was,  at  the 
firft  btrodudion  of  ChriAianity  into  the  country,  divided 
into  four  diocefes  ;  Culnty  Ermeland^  Samland^  and  Pomefan^ 
^11  under  the  jurifdi£^ion  of  the  archbifliop  of  Riga.  When 
PruJJia  Ducal  was  fecularized  by  the  margrave  Albert^  he  com- 
muted the  fupreme  diredipn  of  ecclefiaftical  affairs  to  the 
bifhop  of  Pomefan.  Some  years  after  -both  this  bifliopric  and 
that  ofSamland  were  fupprefied,  two  confiftories  being  ere^ed 
in  their  ftead,  whereof  one  was  held  at  Konigtberg^  zni  the 
other  itSaalfeU,  To  them  belong  the  right  of  ifluing  all 
commifiions,  examining  all  accompts,  and  giving  proper 
vouchers  with  regard  to  the  ecclefiafiical  revenues ;  nor  caa 
there  be  any  appeal  from  their  authority,  except  on  extra- 
ordinary emergences,  to  the  fupreme  court  of  judicattire  ia 
the  kingdom*^- 

It  will  furnifh  a  diiferent  idea  from  what  is  generally  en- 
tertained of  the  kingdom  of  Pruffta^  if  we  confider  it  in  a 
cornmercial  view.  Before  the  flames  of  the  prefent  unhappy 
war  broke  out,  and  involved  this  as  well  as  the  neighbour- 
ing countries  in  confufion  and  devaftation,  trade  was  affidu- 
oufly  cultivated,  under  the  immediate  eye,  and  cheriflied  by 
the  munificent  patronage  of  the  fovei?eign.  The  manufac* 
lures  of  every  kind  were  daily  improving  and  multiplying; 
and  moft  of  thofe  luxuries  of  life,  which  in  the  laft  reign 
were  imported  from  other  countries,  were  now  the  produce 
of  the  art  and  ingenuity  of  the  inhabitants,  dafs  and  iron 
works  were  ereSed  and  brought  to  confiderable  >  perfedion ; 
powder,  paper,  brafs,  and  copper  mills;  manufa£hires  of 
linen,  cloih,  thin  ftuSs,.filk,  and  cotton  were  fet  up,  with 

«  Frederician  Code,  torn.  i.      • 
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all  the  appearance  .of  fucce(s.  la  a  word,  every  kind  of  do- 
laeftic  ifldufiry  was  eagerly  pu(hed,  and  a  commercial,  buiy, 
thriving  fpirit  feemed>  to  be  univerfally  roufed,  when  war, 
the  bane  of  all  the  civil  arcs,  nipped  the  promtfing  bud,  and 
employed  the  whole  attention  of  the  people  on  the  means  of 
fafety*  However,  as  only  general  relations  of  the  prefent 
pofture  of  affairs  in  that  country  have  come  to  pur  hands, 
we  ih^U  proceed  to  defcribe  what  it  was  as,  late  as  the  year 

^755-  .    \  . 

In  the  prefent  reign  at  college  of  commerce\and  naviga- 
tion was  ereded,  for  the  more  eafily  adjufting  all  difputes, 
and  promoting  all  fchemes  which  might  be  deemed  advanta- 
geous to  the  traffic  of  the  kingdom  of  Pruffia.  This  board 
will  appear  the  more  necefiary  if  we  take  a  view  of  the  ex- 
tent of  the  Prufftan  export?^  In  grain  to  lefs  than  thirteen 
thoufand  lafls  are  annually  vendee)  to  foreign  merchants,  and 
exported  by  (hipping :  befides  twelve  thoufand  ftone  of  wax  \ 
^nd  honey,  a  prodigious  quantity  of  grafs^manna,  linfeed- 
pil,  flax,  hemp,  I  in- feed  and  hemp-feed.,  The  export  ff  the 
two  laft  articles  fingly  amount  to  five  thoufand  lafls.  To 
thefe  we  may  add,  pine  trees  for  mads,  deal  boards,  oak 
planks,  tar,  wood  afhes,  pot  afhes,  leather,  elks  /kins,  furrs, 
amber,  mead,  dried  fifh,  fturgeon,  butter,  tallow,  flags  ' 
horns,  hQgs  brides,  elks  hoofs^  and  other  articles,  either 
the  immediate  produce  of  the  country,  or  brought  by  the 
induftry  of  the  Prujjians  from  the  great  dutchy  of  Lithuania* 
To  carry  on  the  whole  commerce  of  PruJJioy  no  lefs  than 
five  hundred  and  fifty  veflels  are  continually  employed,  which 
import  wine,  fait,  fpice,  fine  linen  ahd  cloth,  herrings,  tin, 
lead,  tobacco,  fugar,  rice,  coffee,  tea,  raifms,  almonds,  in- 
digo, and  other  commodities  of  the  different  kingdoms^of  £2^- 
rop£y  Jifia^t  Africa,  and  America,  taking  in  exchange  the  na- 
tive.  articles  above  mentioned.'  The  prefent  king,  like  a 
true  politician,  ufed  his  utmofl  endeavours  to  become  a  ma- 
ritime power ;  yet,  notwithflanding  his  vafi;  abilities,  all  at- 
tempts to  that  purpofe  have  hitherto  proved  unfuccefsful. 

'THzPruJftan  fyftcm  of  laws  have  long  been  celebrated 
QVer  Germany\  for  their  precifion  and  brevity,  though  they 
were  defective  in  one  particular,  that-  they  were  not  founded 
tipon  general  principles,  deduced  from  the  laws  of  nature,. 
Befides,  a  variety  of  abufes  had  crept  into  the  pradice  of  the 
law,  which  furnifl&ed  the  prefent  monarch  with  the  nobleft 
idea  which  ever  entered  into  the  breafl  of  any  legiflator.  The 
Prederician  Code,  now  received  as  the  flandard  of  law  over  '  ^ 
the  whole  Prujjian  dominions,  is  the  fineft  inftitutibn  extant, 
;and  will  remain  an  eternal  n^onument  of  the  penetration  and 
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iS^actty  of  this  all-acconipltflied  prince.  Here  tfie  law  fa 
made  clear  and  exprefs,  and  the  hb]t&  eafed  of  all  apprehetf- 
fion  of  tedious  and  expeniWe  litigation;  the'expence  anddu* 
ration  of  every  caufe  being  limited^  and /none  adaakted  into 
the  profeffion  of  advocates  but  tuch  as  have  paffed  ftrid  exa- 
mination, and  can  give  furety  for  their  integpity.  However^ 
the  Fndsridan  Code  is  modelled  to  the  purpofes  of  an  arbi- 
trary government,  which  will  appear  .to  n»iny  perfons  an  info- 
perable  obje£lion  to  the  excellency  of. the  Prii^n  laws;  yet, 
while  the  fceptre  is  held  by  a  virttidus  able  fovereign,  they  are 
the  beft  calculated  of  any.others  to  produce  felicity.  The 
Kmglijh  Rigierungy  or  Royal  Court  of  Regency,  is  Ae  fa- 
preme  tribunal,  to  which  the  laft  appeal  is  made  in  all  cafes 
political,  civil,  or  ecclefraftical ;  and  the  fame  power  is  there 
veiled  in  the  fovereign  alone,  that  is  in  this  country  divided 
between  the  prinCe  and  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people. 
Every  member  of  the  fupreme  college  is  likewife  a  privy  coun- 
fellor,  or  minifter  of  ftate  and  war,  each  having  his  particu- 
lar department,  and  their  number  being  five,  and  two  fecreta- 
ries.  There  are  alfo  two  chambers  of  war  and  the  revenue  at 
Konigsberg  and  Gumbinneny  which  direft  every  thing  relative 
to  the  excife,  revenue,  trade,  manufactures,  magazines,,  fo- 
rage, and  the  affairs  of  the  colonies;  though  moft  of  thefe 
particulars  are  referred  intirely  to  the  college  c^  trade  and  na* 
vigsftion.  Subordinate  to  the  members  of  this  chamber,  who 
are  filled  counfellors  of  war  and  the  demefnes,  are  the  coun- 
fellors  of  the  taxes,  the  provincial  receivers  of  the  taxes,  the 
commiiTaries  of  war,  the  officers  of  excife  and  licences,  the 
farmers  of  the  crown-lands^^  and  the  officers  of  the  revenue 
in  the  different  cities. 

As  to  the  Prujpan  revenue,  it  arifes  from  the  cufloms,  ex- 
cife, and  fervicesi  flampt  paper,  news  papers,  almanacks, 
i^c,  the,,  crown-farms  and  diflrtds,  the  corn  and  other  mills, 
timber  out  of  the  royal  lands ;  duties  on  venifon,  and  the  fkint 
of  flags,  elks,  and  other  beafts;  pine-trees  formafls  out  of 
the  king's^forefls;  the  public  granaries,  manufa6hires,  poft- 
houfes,  fait  and  iron  works;  feofees,  and  knights  military  fer- 
vice,  which  is  flill  maintained  in  Pruffia\  the  chefls  of  for- 
feiture and  recruit,  in  which  is  depofited  the  purchafe- 
money  of  all  public  employments;  the  fale  of  amber,  and 
duties  on  flurgeon,  l^c.  In  a  word,  the  public  revenue  » 
confiderable,  and  the  taxesoppreffive,  except  when  an  adive 
commerce  is  purfued ;  nor  need  we  be  furprifed  at  the  loads 
impofed  on  the  fubje<S,  when  we  confider  that  the  Pruffian  » 
now  a  kind  of  military  government ;  and  that,  before  the 
commencement  of  this  bloody  war^  the  king  had- the  fineft 
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Aandkig  "May  in  the  univerfe.  If  we  mifiake  not, .  iiis  ttit*^ 
j«ftyt  perceiving  that  fufni(hing  the  army  with  recruits  Was 
the  greateft  o|)ftr«i£lion  to  ioduftry,  ifllied  an  order  fome  3^ars 
iifice,  figoifying)  that  the  regiments  (hould  not  henceforward 
be  recruited  out  of  the  young  men  of  the  diftriS  where  they 
were  quartered*  but  by  volunteers  and  foreigners.  What  altera* 
$ions  the  neceffity  of  war  may  have  produced,  we  know  not : 
certain  it  is»  that  at  prefent  great  part- of  the  PruJJian  army  is 
compofed  o(  Saxms,  and  other  foreigners,  incorporated  in  the 
different  regiinents.  * . 

With  refpeA  to  PruJ^  Reyaty  or  the  divilian  annexed  to  Regal 
the  P«/r>i&  crown,  it  differs  but  in  few  particulars  from  what  Pruffisl« 
we  have  related  of  Z>»ir^Prav^^.  Thisdjftridl  is  cpmputed 
sibout  thirteen  Gtrman  miles  in  length,  and  twelve  in  its  great- 
eft  breadth.  Thfe  commodities  yielded  by  the  >f:ountry  are 
fimilar  lo  thofe  we  have  mentioned  \  nor  doth  it  diiief  confi- 
4erably  in  fertility  or  foil,  e^ccept  to  the  fouth  fide,  which  i^ 
more  barren,  and  unfit  for  pafture.  PruJJia  Regal,  ox  Polijb  - 
PruJfiQy  is  a  diftin£l  political  body,  independent,  and  enjoy- 
ing nothing  in  common  with  the  Polijh  republic,  except  being 
governed  by  the  (ame  monarch :  like  the  great  dutcl^y  oi 
Litbuama^  it  is  conneSed  with  the  crown  of  Poland  by  a  per- 
j>etual  indiffoluble  alliance.  When  Regal  Prt^a  put  itfelf 
under  the  prote&ion  of  Cajtmir  IV.  it  was  exprefly  ftipulated,  v 
that  it  ihould  own  no  dependence  on  the ^ republic;  but  that 
the  fovereign  ihould  perfonally  order  and  determine  all  mat- 
ters relative  to  Prujffia^  and  frequently  vifit  their  country,  to 
fummon  and  |»:efide  at  general  diets.  Hence,  though  an- 
nexed to  the  crown,  Pruffia  hath  nothing  to  do  with  the.  re-^ 
public ;  but  is,  in  fa^,  a  fttt  fiate,  pofleiling  the  fame  right 
as  Pcland  and  Lithuania  to  vote  at  the  ekt^iorh  of  a  (bverdgn  | 
to  whom  the  PraJ/iaHs  never  pay  homage  until  he  hath  fworn^ 
in  the  tnoft  folemn  manner,  to  preferve  them  in  all  their  rights 
znd  privileges.  Nor  can  the  king  determine,  in  regard  to  any 
affair  -of  public  concern,  wKhout  the  concurrence  of  the 
flates,  who  are  divided  into  fpiritual  and  temporal  members, 
Ae  former  being  ccunpofed  of  the  mitred  prelates^  and  the 
lattex  of  the  nobility  and  burghers. 

Formerly  the  diets  of  tftis  country  were,  like  thofe  of^ 
Palandj  ordinary^  or  in  courfe,  ai)d  etctraordinary^  or  upon 
ci;ttical  and  important  occaflons.  For  the  laft  century  the  or- 
dtnanf  diets  have  been  difcontinued,  becaufethe  ufual  rotation 
of  a^rs  did  not  require  that  the  nobility  and  burghers-lhould 
be  put  to  a  certain  periodical  expence,  when  there  was  per- 
haps nothing  which  demanded  their  attendance,  befides  the 
•bftrvance  of  the  conftitutional  form.     Still  the  extraordinary 
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dret  IS  convoked ;  but  the  king  has  the  ehoice  of  time  an  J 
place ;  though,  as  to  the  latter,  Marienburg  and  Graudentz  are 
'  fixed  upon  alternately.    Prevrous  to  the  general  PruJJian  diets, 

the  lefler  diets  arc  held  by  the  king's  appjpintment,  as  ia  y^- 
hnd\,  and  their  intention  is  dire£^ly  fimihr ;  namely,  to  no- 
minate deputies  to  the  general  zfiembly  of  the  ftates.  The 
tnftru£(ions  of  the  deputies  are  in  the  Polijh  language,  their 

'  expences  are  defrayed  in  part  by  the  public,  and  the  afiembJ^ 
hath  iqjc  its  head  the  king  in  perfon,  or  his  commiifioner.  All 
decrees  are  tranflated  into  the  Latin  tongue  by  the  fecretaries 
of  Thorny  according  to  the  fenfe  of  the  ftates  ;  and  at  the  clofc 
of  the  diet  are  publicly  read,  and  fealed  with  the  arms  of 
PruffiaRegaL  Further,  the  Praffian  diets  are  divided  into 
conventus  ante-comitialeSj  and  conventus  poji-comtiales ;  in  the 
former  of  which  the  kingdired^  the  tnatters  tobe  deliberated'r 
that  muft  be  afterwards  determined  in  thcrgeneral  diet  of  the 
P^///^  republic,  dnd  the  reprefentatives  are  chofen  to  attend 
the  Polijh  diet.  In  the  conventus  po/i-comitiaies  new  taxes  are 
impofed ;  old  ones  aboliflied ;  former  accounts  are  revifed, 
pafled,  and  confirmed )  and  whatever  hath  been  tranfaded  in 
the  general  diet  of  Poland,  which  is  thought  to  be  detrimental 
to  the  particular  intereft  of  Pruffia^  a  verbally  cenfured,  and 
then  protefted  againft  in  writing.    It  may  be  deemed  oppreflive 

,  to  the  Prujftans^  that,  befides  attending  tbeir  own  diets,  they 
arc  under  the  neccffity  of  fending  deputies  to  the  diet  of  Pa- 
land\  yet,  though  this  augments  their  public  expence,  it  is 
eflfential  to  the  prefervation  of  liberty,  ^nd  is  ballanced  by 
the  difufe  of  the  ordinary  diets.^  They  befides  pay  no  toll, 
or  cuflom ;  and,  when  they  are  in  Poland^  no  more  is  de- 
manded of  them  than  the  duties  of  the  frontier,  which  are  of 
}ong  (landing. 

Many,  indeed,  are  the  privileges  enjoyed  by  the  Pruffiam 
fubjefls  of  his  Polijh  majefty.  They  are  not,  for  inftance, 
obliged  to  ferve  in  any  military  expedition  beyond  the  limits- 
of  the  province.  However,  thft  privilege  is  denied  to  the  ci- 
tizens oiThom^  who,  m  confideration  of  the  liberty  of  par- 
chafing  and  holding  eftatcs  like  the  nobility,  oblige  themfelves^ 
to  fend  thirty  horfemen  into  the  field,  completely  m^uoted. 
Formerly  PruJJta  had  its  own  coin :  now  the  money  iareduced 
to  the  ftandard  of  Poland  for  the  greater  conveniency  of  the 
whole  republic.  The  three  principal  cities,  indeed,  of  the 
province  enjoy  the  permifiioo  of  coirrage  in  gold  or  filver  5  but 
whether  this  privilege  be  an  anidc  in  the  alliance  with 
Poland  J  is  what  we-  cannot  determine  upon  any  autho* 
rity. 
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-  Wb  muS  obferve,  that  caufes  are  tried  withm  the  dii^rifl 
tMed, Regal  or  Polijh  Prujfia^  by  the  noble  kws  of  the  coun-* 
try,  and  the  fyftem  of  laws  compofed  in  Culntj  generally 
diftinguiihed  by  the  appellation  of  the  Culmean  Code.  In 
Elbing^  and  fome  other  towns,  the  Lubec  laws  are  praSifed  ; 
but  the  nobility  in  every  palatinate  make  ufe  of  the  provincial 

•  and  caftle  law*  From  this  variety  of  law  proceed  infinite  in-* 
conveniences  :  litigations  and  appeals  are  multiplied,  without 
rendering  the  diftribution  of  jufiice  more  certain :  hehqo 
it  is  probable,  that  the  Fredirician  Code,  now  univerfally  re- 
ceived in  Prujfia  Ducaly  may  one  day  take  place  in  Prvffia 
Royalf  under  fuch  reftridions  and  modifications  as  are  le-^ 
quired  by  the  differences  of  the  two  conftitutions.  We;  muft 
not  omit  a  kind  of  aflbciation  that  was  formed  among  the 
fm^U  towns,  during  |he  government  of  the  Teutonic  order, 
and  which  ftill  fubfiCis.  By  this  unioifi  they  are  to  fupport 
each  other  in  vindication  of  their  common  privileges ;  to  con- 
Hilt  their  intereft  as  a  community  in  their  particular  ailem* 
lilies ;  and  to  recommend  their  common  concerns,  in  the  ge« 
Beral  diets  of  the^  province,  to  the  reprefentatives  of .  tho 
great  cities,  as  thofe  of  Thorn^  Elbing^  and  Dant%ick. 

To  conclude  this  general  account  of  Z>«rtf/ and  Regal Pruf^ 

Jia^  and  proceed  to  a  fhort  defcription  of  the  great  cities, 
we  fhall  take  notice,  that  Regal  Prujfta  is  properly  divided 
into  two  diocefes,  thofe  of  Ermland  ^nd  Culm.  The  former 
claims  vaft  prerogatives :  the  bifliop  is  prefident  and  chief  among 
the  mobility  :    he  acknowledges^no  fubbrdination  to  the  pYi- 

'  mate  archbiOiop  of  Gnefna\  but  holds  immediately  of  the 
pontiff:  his  diocefe  is  of  great  extent,  within  which  he  is 
fupreme  in  all  catifes,  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  :  his  revenues 
^pnounr  to  fixty-four  thoufand  dollars  yearly,  and  he  is  eleded 
out  of  their  own  body  by  the  chapter,  the  king  firft  nomi- 
nating the  perfon  moft  agreeable  to  him  :  he  fliles  himfelf 
prince  of  the  My  Roman  empire*,  in  all  public  and  private 
writiogs,  by  virtue  of  the  dignity  conferred  on  one  of  the 
bjfliops  by  the  emperor  Charles  IV.  he  likewife  claims  the 
title  of  highnefs ;  but  he  is  never  addreffed  fo  by  the.  ftate 
officers,  or  royal  chancery.  As  to  the  bifliop  of  £»//»,  neither 
his  diocefe  nor  his  privileges  are  fq  extenfive  :  his  revenues 
are  iieverthelefs  very  confiderable  ;  and  he  enjoys  one 
yery  peculiar  prerogative,  namely,  that  he  is  qualified, 
io  confequence  of  his  facred  function  and  preferment,  to  be 
chancellor  of  Prujfia  \  an  employment  equally  honourable 
and  lucrative.  To  the  title  of  bifhop  of  Culm  he  adds  that 
of  bifliop  of  P<7;7Z/^ff,  juft  as  the  other  prelate  ftiles  himfelf 
li^op  oif  Ermland  and  Samland* 
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We  novr  proceed  to  defcribe  a  few  of  the  prTnctpsif  ckies 
in  Dwcal  and  Riyal  Prujfia^  beginning  with  the  former.  The 
firft  city  in  opulence  and  .power,  and  indeed  the  capital  of 
Konigs-    Ducal Prujna,  is  Konigsbirg^  called  in  PtfAjft,  Krowbwies^  and 
^B*        in  Latin^  KegUmmttwn,  or  Mnn-regiuSj  fituaced  on  the  river 
Pregtl^  over  which  the  inbabttaiits  have  biuit  feven  brid^es» 
to  render  convenient  the  comoMinication  hdiween  the  ditfer* 
ent  quarters  of  the  city.    Kamgsherg  was  founded  in  tiK  year 
^  1255,  when  the  fitA  Pnmiflausj  king  of  B$bama^  came  to 

the  affifiuice  of  the  TiutofiU  knights  againft  the  Pruffim  ido^ 
ktera.  It  was  \rf  the  diredion  of  this  prince  diat  a  eaftle 
was  firft  built  on  the  ipoc  wfa^e  the  city  ftands,  to  whicb» 
in  progrefs  of  time,  a  town  was  added.  The  city  is  of  gfcat 
^extent,  and  the  rampart  with  which  it  was  furrocmded' in 
S626,  meafures  about  feven  miks  in  cireumference,  having 
thircy-two  ravelins  and  eight  gates.  Enclofed  in  this  wall 
are  feveral  gardens,  the  large  cadle  ditch,  meadows,  and 
fields ;  whence  we  -may  conceivp  that  the  place  is  not  ionpreg* 
nable,  as  it  would  require  a  numerous  army  fef  its  defence 
Nocwithftanding^thefe  extraordinary  dimeonms,  the  number 
ef  houfcs  doth  not  exceed  three  thoufand  eight  hundred,  and 
Ahe  inhabicanu  are  computed  at  fixty  thoufand.  Here  is  aft 
iiniverfity  of  fpme  reputation  among  the  northern  ^ioB%. 
called  Acadtma  Rfgieamntan^^  A&tritMy.  or  Prtgekna^  ft  em 
the  name  of  the  city,  the  founder,  "or  the  river  Preg§L  la 
1544,  it  was  founded  by  the  margrave  Albtrty  and  cnftowcd' 
with  extraordinary  immunities.  Appointments^were  made  for 
thirty*etg^t  prtifeflbrs,  exclufive  of  the  tutors  ^  and  a*  refec- 
tory provided  of  eight  tables,  at  eacb  of  which  (at  twelve 
fludents  upon  the  foundation ;  befides  which  there  are  twentf- 
eight  confiderable  exhibitions  to  be  given  accordhig  to  merit, 
after  public  examination.  It  would  be  K)0  minute  to  enter 
upon  a  defcriptiou  of  all  the  public  edifices  with  vriiich  JCr- 
mgiherg  b  adomttl :  we  (hall  therefore^  only  obfenw,  that 
the  exchange  for  merchants  b  a  magnificent  edifice,  embei* 
liQied  with  great  variety  (tf  curious  paintings.  The  palacev 
with  its  fiiburbsy  is  truly  royal.  It  is  buak  in  the  £:^m  of  Sr 
parallelogram,  the  enclofed  area  coataining  one  hundred  and- 
thirty- fix  paces  in  length,  and  feventy*five  in  breadth.  The 
feusi$iation  of  this  building  appears  to  have  been  laid  at  a» 
early  period  of  the  Ttutomf  oider  ;  and  it  is  aftrmed,  that 
the  wall  on  the  north  fide  is  the  (ame  that  was-  firft  ere^lcd- 
snany  centuries  Gnce^  and  now  exhibiting  no  ^mptoms  of  de- 
.  eay..  In  a  word,  the  city'of  AT^ffi^i^^f^  hath  alwaj-s  made  a; 
ix>nfiderabie  figure  in  trade  and  navigatfon.  Formerly  it 
Urss  engaged  in  the  afibciation  of  banf9-lQVH%  md  its  com- 
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ithtttst  19  ftfB  in  a  A:Hiri(hiiig  tomtitfoo.  Hero  tlie  Prfgit 
is  navigable  for  the  largoft  flirpping ;  and  as  late  as  the  year 
1^52,  there  were  not  fewer  than  five  hundred  (hips  at  Ko- 
ntgsherg  irt  the  fpactr  of  twelve  mont^. 

The  next  ekjf  that  deferves  notice  k  Pillauj  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Sdmland.    This  is  an  exceeding  ftrong  place,  with 
ft  fineharboar,  and  hath  always  been  reputed  the  key  and 
bulwark  of  Pruffia  towards  thr  fea.    /V//<ira  ftands  on  a  point  PiHaa^ 
tf  iand  prdjc&mg  Into  the  ^ea ;.  it  is  well  fortified,  much 
frequtoted  by  foreigners,  rich,   and  populous.    The  fort  is 
nearly  a  reguFar  peritagon,  well  planted  with  cannon  $    the 
baftions  make  a  fine  appearance,  and  all  the  buildings  belong* 
iffg  ta  the  forttiica^ioas  are  ftrong,  beautiful,  and  regular.     ' 
Itt  the  fitmc  province,  but  in  a  different  government,  ftands^ 
the  antient,  regular,  and  well  built  torwn  of  Vdau^  at  the  v clan. 
conflux  of  the  f ivera  Alle  and  Pregd.    This  town  carries  on 
•  eoniiderable  trade,  though  it  has  hardly  recovered  the  da^. 
itege  feftained  by  a  great  fire  in  the  year  1736. 
■  lii  the  province  oiOberknd^  and  govermnentof  ^^^- Mancn- 
^uerder^  ftands  the  town  of  that  name,  called  by  Z.<7//V  writers  werder. 
fnfidia  Mariatta^  fituated  oft  the  (frontiers  of  Pometania^   at 
%xi  incoftfiderable  diftance  from  ihe  Vifiuh.    This  town  is 
#ell  built,  regular,  and  ftwtified  with  a  flrong  cattle.    For- 
merly it  was  the  re&denbe  of  the  grand-mailers  of  the  3>«- 
tmic  order,  and  was  founded  as  early  as  the  year  12^3.    It 
fc  but  iitdi^renrly  fituated  for  foreign  commerce  :    however, 
as  the  inhalnianG  are  induftrious^  they  have  fet  on  foot  feve- 
yat  itianufaAufes,  and  among  the  reft  falt-works,  by  means 
>f  which  they  carry  on  a  tolerably  briflc  trade  with  P^mi^ 
MftM  and  the  neighbouring  countries^ 

L ITTL  E  Lithuania  is  always  reckoned  among  the  pro- 
vinces of  Detcat  Pruffia^  and  acknowledges  the  (bvereignty  of 
riie  fame-  monarch.  Here  ftands  Memel,  a  trading  town,  M-mgi 
fewtrefe,  and  fea-port,  built  \n  the  year  1279,  fortified  in 
t^l2,  and  given  in  ,1328  to  the  grarid-mafter  of  the  Teut0^ 
nic  cHrdcr  in  Pruffta^  by  the  governor  of  Livonia.  The  port 
is  good,  the  town  populous,  the  trade  flouriOiing,  and  t}se 
place  fortified  With  three  whole  an^  two  half  bafiions,  be- 
fides  ftrong  outworks  and  a  regular  citadel. 

Nbxt  to  Kmigsberg^  the  largcft  and  moft  opulent  town  in 
Pruffia  Duenl^  is  Ttlfity  honoured  in  the  year  1552  with  the  Tilfit. 
privileges  of  a  citf.  It  ftands  on  the  MemtU  ^  fortified  by 
M  old  cattle,  and  drives  a  vaft  trade  with  the  capital  in  corn, 
Knfeed,  batter,  and  other  commodities.  Befides  thefe,  there 
are  great  variety  of  fmallcr  trading  towns  in  the  different  go- 
veriimcnts,  upon  which  the  reader  may  cer^tuU  oiodern  topo- 
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gra{^cal  writers,  and  among  the  reft  M.  Bufchingy  the  moH 
accurate  and  recent  in  this  particular  .^ 

POLISH  or  Regal  PrvJJiay  is  more  remarkable  for  ftrong^ 
opulent^  confiderable,  and  commercial  cities  than  the  Gar^ 
man  department  which  we  have  now  defcribed.     Here  fiands 

bantzlck.  Danivack^  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  cities  in  the  North, 
of  which  we  have  already  fpoken  in  the  hiftory  of  Poland* 

Calm.  Ik  the  palatinate  of  Culm  ftands  the  capital  of  the  fame 

name,  called  Chelmno  by  the  P'olijh  writers.  This  city  was 
founded  on  the  banks  of  i\it  Vijiula^  as  early  as  1239,  and 
bequeathed  by  one  of  the  dukes  of  Mazovia  to  the  knights 
of  the  Teutonic  order,  in  confideration  of  certain  fervices  per-« 
formed  by  the  fraternity.  The  Polijh  writers,  as  we  have 
,  feen,  give  a  different  account  of  the  iirft  introduction  of  the 
"  knights  into  PruJJia.  Here  the  high  tribunal  of  all  Prujjia 
was  held,  while  the  Teutonic  knights  pofTefled  the  fovereignty 
of  Culm  \  whence  the  Culmean  law  acquired  fuch  reputation* 
Formerly  it  was  a  hanfe-town,  reckoned  among  the  great 
cities  fubje3  to  the  crown  of  Poland^  and  confequently  en^ 
dowed  with  the  privilege  of  fendiitig  reprefentatives  to  the 
fenate,  P ruffian  zoyxxicA^  and  flates. 

Thorn.  THORN  is  fituated  in  the  fame  palatinate,  and  is  more 

antient.and  confiderable  than  the  former,  though  not  the 
capital  of  the  province.  It  ftands  on  the  f^ijiula^  was  founded 
in  1 23 1,  is  the  repofttory  of  the  records  of  PrMJfva^  and  its, 
inagiftrates  are  honoured  with  the  precedence,  of  thofe  of  the 
other  cities.  Some  antiquaries  conjeSure,'  that  it  was  called 
Thorn^  becaufe  the  TetHonic  knights,,  by  means  of  this  city^ 
opened  to  themfclves  a  ibor^  or  door,  into  Prujfia  \  which. 
,  is  indeed  corroborated  by  the  city  arms,  reprefenting  a  door, 

thrown  open.  Thorn  enjoys  many  privileges  in  common  with 
,  Elbing  and  Dantzick  \  but  it  hath  others  of  fome  confequenc» 
peculiar  to  itfelf.  The  recorder  of  this  city  is  to  write  down 
the  decrees  of  the  diet  of  Prujfta^  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
country,  as  we  have  mentioned  a  little  before  :  he  is  \o  read 
them  publicly,  and  then  depofit  them  among  the  archives  in 
jthe  chamber  of  records  in  Thorn.  Of  this  honour  the  city 
and  recorder  are  extremely  jealous  and  tenacious.  Two  mem- 
bers oi  the  council  of  Tlxrn  aflid  at  the  feflions  of  the  Ce//*. 
mean  judicature,  which  i$  annually  held  here  by  the  nobility. 
"  As  Thorn^  for  centuries  paft,  fays  Bufchingy  hath  been  the 
*^  fiaple  city,  it  is  confirmed  in  the  inviolable  pofleffion  of 
'^  that  advantageous  privilege;  and  as  the  Vijlula  waters 
*^  its  territory,  the  iflands  and  fifheries  on  that  river  were 
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•*  made  the  property  of  the  city."  *  But  the  immunity  that 
is  efteemed  fuperior  to  all  others,  is  the  privilege  which  the 
burghers  of  Thorn  enjoy  of  purchafing  fiefs  and  eftates,  which 
none  befideS)  except  thenobiUty,  poileis  in  this  country.        i 

THORN  confifled  formerly  of  the  old  and  ne%p  town,  each 
having  its  refpedive  council,  magiftracy,  and  police:  for 
the  three  laft  centuries  they  have  been  incorpocated,  though 
d)ey  are  ftill  feparated  by  a  wall  and  moat*  '^"he  fortifications 
sure  conJiderable»  and  the  garrifon  intirely  compofed  of  burghers, 
the  quartering  regular  troops  here  being  inconfiftent  with  the 
privileges  of  the  city.  For  a  great  number  o^f  years  the  com- 
merce of  Thorn  flouriChed  j  and  it  was.  formerly  confidered 
as  one  of  the  principal  of  the  hanfe-towns.  Independent  of 
the  other  cities  of  the  aflbciation.  Thorn  carried  on  a  prodi- 
gious trade  in  the  Balticki  but  a  variety  of  accidents,  by 
which  the  channel  of  the  river  became  choaked  up,  deftroyed 
that  commerce,  by  preventing  large  fhips  from  entering. 
From  this  caufe,  and  the  misfortunes  confequent  on  war. 
Thorn  iliftained  divers  rude  ibocks,  which  greatly  diminlfhed 
its  former  grandeur  :  in  1655  it  furrendered  to  Charles^ 
Guflavusy  king  of  Sweden.  Three  years  after  it  was  vigo- 
roufly  befieged,  and  in  the  end  reduced  by  the  Poles  and 
Brandenburgers.  Charles  XIL  of  Sweden^  in  1703,  bom- 
barded, took,  .and  loaded  it  with  the  moft  oppreffive  contri- 
butions, and  even  deftroyed  the  fortifications,  contrary  to  the 
exprefs  tenor  of  the  capitulation;  Six  years  after  Thorn  was 
almoft  depopulated  by  a  dreadful  plague  ;  and  the  fubfequent 
years  were  almoft  fatal  to  the  revenues  of  the  city,  by  the 
confederacies  in  Poland^  and  the  difputes  about  the  drown  of 
that  kingdom.  In  the  year  1718,  acommifnon  to  determine 
certain  difputes  between  the  magiftrates,  and  burgher^,  put 
the  city  to  immenfe  charge,  which  was  greatly  encreafed  by 
the  difputes  in  1724,  which  we  have  explicitly  related  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  Polijh  hiftory.  To  crown  the  misfortunes  of 
this  city,  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out  in  1734,  which  confumed 
^  great  number  of  {hips,  warehoqfes,  private  dwellings,  pub- 
lic buildings,  and  ruined  a  variety  of  merchants,  burghers, 
and  gentlemen. 

It  may  be  thought  extraordinary  that  two  languages  arc 
here  fpoken  by  all  degrees  of  men,  in  the  utmoft  purity.  It 
is  difficult  to  determine  whether  the  German  or  the  PoUJh  be 
the  vernacular  tongue  of  a  native  of  Thorn;  both  are  fpoken 
with  fuch  purity  and  elegance,  ,that  great  numbers  of  the 
-PMiJh  and  German  gentry  fend  their  children  to  this  city  to 
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complete  their  education,  and  acquire  a  perfcA  luiewMge  of 
their  own  languages. 

The  Lutheran  is  the  eftablilhed  religion  xA  Thorn.  It  was 
introduced  at  the  reformatbn  in  1520,  and  fo  fucf^efifiilFf 
propagated,  that  in  15579  confiderable  privileges  in  fpiritaal 
affairs  were  granted  to  the  city  hy  king  Sigifmund^Jugu/lusi 
which  have  been  confirmed  by  fucceediilg  monarchs.  Thefe, 
however,  had  almoft  been  revoked  in  the  grand  diipute  be- 
tween the  burghers  and  college  of  Je^its  in  1724,  brfore- 
mentioned.  ^ 

Maricn-        In  the  prefc^ure  of  MarUnturg  fiands  the  capital  of  that 
burg/i       name,  formerly  the  refidencc  of  the  great  matters  of  the  7i«- 
*      tonic  order.    It  is  fituated  upon  the  No^ed^  one  rf  the  branches 
of  the  Vijfiuki    was  built  in  1304,  thoMgh  the  caftle  is  faid 
to- have  been  ereSed  near  a  century  before.     For  feveral  year* 
this  city  was  mean  and  contemptible;    but  it  was  gradually 
beauctfikd,  adorned,  and  enlarged  by  the  grand-mafters,   tho^ 
it  dwindled  by  degrees  after  the  extin&ion  of  the  order.     At 
prefent  it  is   chiefly  remarkable  on  account  of  a  woodeti 
bridge,  laid  over  the  Nogal^  reported  to  be  five  hundred  and 
ninccy-fiye  feet  in  length,  and  maintained  ^  a  prodigio^ 
rxpence  to  the  inhabitants. 
Bibiflg.         The  laft  city  vre  (hall  defcribe  vsBIhmg^  in  the  prefedureof 
Marignburg^  and  feated  on*  th^  river  E&ing%  whence  it  taket 
its  name.     This  city  dates  its  foundation  in  1239,  and  its  pri* 
vilcge  of  coining  from  the  year  1 246,  which  it  ftiU  main-- 
tains.    Elbing  is  eomppfed  or  the  old  and  new  towns,  divided^ 
by  the  river :  united^  they  form  a  large,  handfome,  and  opu- 
lent cjty  s  but  the  fortifications  are  conftru£ied  after  the  old 
manner,  and  fcarce  capable  of  making  any  reifftance  againft 
the  method  of  attack  now  unh^erfally  pradifed.    Elbing  is  z 
hanfe  town;  and  as  it  was  originally  inhabited  by  a  colony 
from  Lubeciy  it  is  flifl  governed  by  the  laws  of  that  city : 
:  however,  the  burghers  poflefi  certain  important  and  peculiar 
privileges.     The  commerce  carried  on  by  this  city  is  very 
confiderable;  and  it  hath  for  ages.paft  been  ^reputed,  next  to 
P,anttack^  the  moil  wealthy  in  Pfujfia  RegaL    In  ccclefiafti- 
cal  matters,  it  acknowledges  the  juri(idi£(ion  of  the  bifliop  of 
Ermkmdy  a&  far  as  is  confident  with  the  difference  of  reli- 
gion, the  Evangelic  Faith  being  chiefly  profefied  by  the  inha- 
bitants.    Wc  have  had  occafion,  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
ceding hiftory,  to  relate  the  various  revolutions  which  Elhing 
underwent;  it  would  be,  therefore,  unneceflary  to  recapitulate 
them  in  this  place :  fufiicient  it  is,  that  it  may  be  reckoned 
among  the  moft  valuable  fitiw  fubjeft  to  the  crown  of  Po- 

-    With 


With  i^XpcBt  to  the  antient  ftate  tiS  Pruffia^  tbe  fefOi  t£ 
governm^t,  manners^  and  religion  of  the  inhabitants^  wc 
Save  but  a  very  fcan^  and  imperfed  knowledge.  Stella  is 
the  onJy  writer  who  hath  treated  of  the  antiquities  of  thi» 
country,  and  the  greater  part  of  his  account  is  Juftly  rejeded 
as  feibulotis.  We  (hall  therefore  venture  only  to  relate  a  few 
«f  thofe  particulars,  upon  which  die  beft  authorities  agree* 

Tif  £  afttient  ^t^jians  were  a  fet  of  baibarians  and  robbers,  Cuflms  of 
who  lived  upon  raw  flefli,  drank,  the  bl^d  of  horfes  at  their r^^  antimt 
feaft9(A),  facrificed  the  prifoners  taken  in  war,  and  were  thePruilians* 
perpetual  foes  and  diftuibers  of  all  the  neighbouring  nations; 
ror  a  great  number  of  years  they  had  no  form  of  government : 
jproperty  was  in  common,  and  every  man  feized  upon  whatever 
oeft  iuited  his  ambition  and  tnclinattons.  Strength  was  tho 
0ntyftandardof  right;  and  nothing  but  confufion  and  anarchy  , 
fteigned,  until  experience  taught  the  neceffity  of  vefling  fomo 
HxKvidual  of  their  own  number  with  fupreme  authority.  Sa 
extremely  favage  was  this  people,  that  they  were  even  un* 
acquainted  witb  the  method  of  conftruding  huts,  taking  up 
cheir  dwelling  in  caves,  and  cavities  of  rocks  and  trees,  ki 
which  they  protend  their  children  from  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  atid  the  cruelty  of  enemies.  Pblygamy  was>  in 
«onfequence  of  their  anarchy,  permitted ; -and  no  other  rule 
was  obferved,  with  regard  to  (he  number  of  wives,  than  the 
poffibility  of  maintaining  them*  Fathers  and  mothers  pof- 
fefled  an  abfoltite  power  over  the  wills  and  lives  of  their  chiU 
;  drai ;  for,  as  there  were  no  magtfti ates  in  public,  every  maftee 
•njoyed  defpotic  authority  in  his  own' family ;  and  it  is  proN» 
bable,  that  the  huMiand's  power  was  as  unlimited  over  his  wifo 
as  over  his  children.  Before  the  Boruffians^  or  PruJJuin$y  % 
name  at  that  time  confined  to  the  inhabitants  qi  the  interior 
|>ar|ts  of  the  kingdom,  had  borrowed  any  of  the  cuftoms  o£ 
the  Sudinij  the  inhabitants  of'Samlandznd  the  fea-coaft,  adul- 
terers were  burnt:  afterwards  they  relaxed  in  die  feverity  of 
the  punishment  annexed  to  this  crime.  But  the  moft  barbar-;- 
x>us  pnuSbice  of  which  they  were  guilty,  was  the  putting  to 
death  all  the  fick  of  whofe  recovery  they  defpaired ;  a  cutem 
ftill  prevalent  among  fome  of  the  negro  nations  on  the  coafi 
of  Africa^  From  the  Sudini^  or  Sudaviatns^  they  borrowed  a 
fuperficial   knowledge  in  agriculture,  fifhing,   and  making 

(A)  Stella^  alledges,  that  they  nfed  of  communicating  this  in- 

^fed  to  drink  horfes  blood,  evto  ebriadng  quality  to  the  blood  of 

to  intoidcation ;  but  he  does  not  ammaU  ( i  }•  ,     ^ 

Xient;ioA  any  particular  method 

^l)      J^  Pijf,   tTPl,  i.       r4, 

*  wine; 
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wine ;  ibr  the  ufe  of  which  they  exchai^d  the  ahimaljuitibt 
which  they  formerly  regarded  as  the  moft  delicious  potioo^- 
'The  arms  of  the  Pruffians  were  extremely  fimple,  coniifting 
chiefly  in  fharp  ftakes  hardened^ in  the  fire,  which  they  made 
ufe  of  in  the  ftead  of  lance»  and  javdins.  All  booty  that  wa» 
made  was  immediately  divided  into  three  parts :  the  firft  was 
appropriated  to  the  gods,  the  fecond  to  the  priefls,  and  the 
third  to  the  capton.^  Before  the  Prujfians  were  incorporated 
with  the  Sudim,  they  differed  little  from  the  wild  beafts  of  the 
forefb ;  and  it  is  confidently  affirmed,  that  before  this  period 
they  were  totally  deflttute  of  rdigipus  worfhip.. 
Xdigion.  By  this  people  they  were  taught  their  veneratipn  for  fnakes, 
which  they  maintained  in  their  caves  as  tutelary  bdngs^. 
From  them  alfb  they  learnt  to  revere  the  oak,  as  the  king  of 
the  foreft,  and  the  nobleft  and  moil  durable  of  trees.  After* 
wards,  when  their  religion  became  fbmewhat  better  modified^ 
though  not  lefs  abfurd,  public  worfbip  and  private  orgies  were 
performed  under  the  (hade  of  a  thick  oak,  or  groves  of  this 
wood,  confecrated  to  the  purpbfes  of  religion.  There  were> 
in  particular,  four  large  oak  trees,  which  were,  looked  upon  as 
the  chief  temples,  and  peculiarly  facred :  under  thefe  worfhip 
was  paid  to  the  three  chief  divinities,  whom  they  called  Per^ 
tunasy  Picoltfis^  znd  P&trim^s,  enuivdltM  to  the  Jupiter  jPIuto^ 
and  Cupid. of  the  more  civilised  antients.  The  gods  next  to 
thefe  in  dignity  were  C»r££i7,  ff^affchaiio^  zxti  Ifchwambrato  ^ 
and  the  inferior  order  were  chofen  from  the  reptile  or  inani* 
mate  creation ;  for,  befides  fnakes  and  other  infeds,  it  is  faid 
(be  Pruffiam  paid  worfhip  to  trees,  flones,  and  mountains,  as 
is  now  cttilomary  in  the  little  kingdom  of  Whiiah  on  the  ne- 
gro coafl.  They  moreover  p^id  adoration  to  the  fun,  moon^ 
,  Aars,  eclipfes,,  thunder,  ftorms, ,  and  other  natural  phaeno- 
mena,  many  of  which  they  regiirded  as  figns  of  the  Divine 
wrath  ;  /to  appeafe  which  they  bcriiiced  their  prlfoners,  after- 
die  manner  of  the  Liihuanianu 
Manners  of  StelU  gives  us  a  tolerable  diHifiS  account  of  thereligion^ 
ii^^Sudini.  government,  and  manners  of  thcSudim^  who^  in  progrefs  of 
time,  became  one  people  with  the  PruJJians.  They  were 
tolerably  ikiiled  in  agriculture,  and  divers  arts  of  industry  and 
commerce  ;  and  it  is  probable,  from  their  ficuation,  that  they 
were  not  ignorant  of  trade  and  navigation  ;  by  which  conjec- 
ture alone  we  are  able  to  account  for  their  being  more  civi- 
Itacd  than  their  neighbours  *.  The  men,  we  are,  told,  wore 
woollen  flufFs ;  while  the  women  were  cloathed  with  linen, 
and  their  necks  adorned  with  rings  of  brafs,  and  other  metals. 

^  £rasm«  Stells  apudPisTSRi  tom.i.  p.  ii. 
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Their  cars  too  were  pierced,  and,  fee  off  with  ear-rings  of 
curious  faihion  ;  a  vain  cuftoai}  fays  Stella^  which  continuea 
among  them  to  this  day.  The  Sudini  had  the  appearance 
of  regular  polity :  they  built  houfes,  villages,  and  towns, 
but  without  any  fortifications:  they  carefully,  avoided  civil 
commotions,  and  united  conftantly  to  oppofe  all  external  at- 
tacks, under  the  dire£lion  of  certain  chiefs.  Whether  thefe 
were  chofen  occafipnally,  or  were  "vefted  with  perpetual  au- 
tliority,  is  not  determined ;  but  all  writers  agree,  that  the 
$Mdint  were  divided  into  twelve  fmall  republics,  independent  •  - 
on  each  other,  and  differing  almoft  in  every  point  of  civil  go^ 
vernment :  the  religion,  indeed,  of  all  the  cantons  was  fimilar  ; 
^nd  they  were  bound,  by  certain  obligations,  to  confider  the 
eneinits  of  either  as  the  enemies  of  the  whole  body.  The 
priefls  bore  great  (hare  in  the  government  of  affairs ;  and^ 
ti^xi  to  the  facred  fun£);ion,  the  fureft  method  of  obtaining 
Credit  and  influence  was  by  the  fword,  and  a£ls  of  valour  per* 
formed  againft  the  common  enemy. 

The  mixture  of  fuch  a  people  as  we  have  now  defcribed  The  urudn 
with  the  barbarous  Pruffians^  could  not  fail  of  producing  ex-  tf  the  Sa- 
traordiaary  advantages  to  the  latter;  but  we  are  not  informed  dini  *w'ttb 
.  hy  what  means,  or  on  what  occafion,  this  incorporation  took^^^  P^^f- 
effba.     The  ftory  related  by  Stella  of  Ven^duutus^  or  FiduiusJ^^' 
an  Jlan^  and  the  firil  king  of  Prujfta^  hach  all  the  appearance 
of  a  fable.     Befldes  that,  according  to  this  vinXtXi^Veneduutur 
had  but  four  fons ;  whereas  all  the  other  northern  writers  (peak 
of  twelve  fons,  among  whom  the  father  divided  hisdomi-, 
nions,.  Wliich  laid  the  foundation  of  twelve  different  repub«, 
lies.     From  this  circumflance  it  is  probable,  that,  if  ever  fuch 
a  prince  as  Veneduutus  exifted,  he  was  fovereign  only  of  that 
part  oiPruJJia  called  Samland^  anticntly  inhabitied  by  the  Su^ 
aim.    When  the  nations  were  united,  the  fame  form  of  go- 
vernment took  place ;.  in  which  fituation   things  continue^^ 
until  the  Germans  and  Poles  conquered  part  of  the  country : 
but  finding  themfelves  unable  to  eflablifh  Chriflianity,  and 
drive  the  obftinate  inhabitants  from  their  idolatrous  religion, 
the  TeutonUk  knights  were  called  in,  who,  in  progrefs  of  time, 
and  after  many  bloody  battles,  fubjec^ed  the  whole  country  { 
and,  as  fome  writers  believe,  exterminated  almofl:  the  whole 
antient  race  of  PruJJians  (A). 

Previous  to  our  account  of  the  eftablifhment  of  this  rai- 
liury  order  in  Pruffky  ^here  they  reigned  for  many  ages  with 

-  (A)  This  is  all  that  is  known  Teutonici  hai^ts^  and  their  fct- 
^f  xht  PruJJians  from  their  ori-  tlement  at  Culm^  in  the  begin* 
^n,  until  the  firil  arrival  of  tl;e    ning  of  the  thirteenth  century. 

defpotlc 
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Jerpotic  power,  it  wtIT  be  neceflairy  we  ihould  make  the  reaifef 
acquainted  with  the  origin  oF  the  inftitution.    When  the 
Origin  of  emperor  Frederick  Barbaroffa  engaged  in  a  crufade  for  the  re- 
/^Teuto-covery  of  the  Holy  Land  oat  of  the  hands  of  the  fultan  Srf- 
nick  Or-  ladin  of  Egypt y  he  was  followed  by  a  great  number  of  German 
ier^  and  volunteers,  who  cnlifted  in  crowds  under  the  imperial  ban* 
^^a^Jir^  ners.    Some  were  impelled  by  devotion,  others  excited  by  the' 
eftablip'   Jove  of  glory.    At  the  death  of  Beritfr^^,  the  G<r;w^7W  who 
|fj*^     had  fignalrzed  themfelves  before  Acon^  or  PtokniaUy  then  be- 
fieged  by  the  Chriftian  forces,  finding  themfelves  depr»\^cd  of  a 
chief,  emulation  and  difcord  fucceeding,  and  all  things  tend* 
ing  to  anarchy  and  confufion,  rcfolved  to  nominate  a  leader, 
and  fixed  their  choice  upon  Frederick  duke  of  Suabia^  fecond 
foh  to  the  emperor,  and  Henry  duke  of  Brabant,     Under 
thefe  generals  they  difplayed  flich  z&s  of  gallantry,'  valour> 
and  intrepidity,  during  the  fiegc  of  Ptohmais  and  other  cities, 
that  Henry  king  of  Jerufaltmy  the  paniarch,  and  feveral  other 
princes,  determined  to  reward  their  courage  by  inltitatipg  an' 
order  of  knighthood  in  their  favour.    At  firft  they  had  the 
title  of  Knights  ef  St.  George ;  but  it  was  afterwards  found 
more  convenient  to  put  them  under  the  tutelage  of  the  Virgin 
Mary^  to  whom  there  was  already  an  hofpital  dedicated  (hi 
mount  Siony  for  the  relief  of  German  pilgrims.    From  this 
time  they  were  called  Knights  of  St.  Mary^  Equites  Mariana. 
Laws,  regulations,  and  ftatutes  were  drawn  up  for  them  by 
the  Chriftian  kings  in  Syria  and  the  patriarch  ;  and,  among 
other  obligations,  it  was  required,  that  ^werj  perfon  admitted 
to  the  privileges  of  the  order  (hould  be  of  noble  parentage ; 
'  that  the  order  (hoyld  defend  the  Chriftian  religion   and  the 

Holy  Land  %  that  they  (hould  exercife  hofpitality  towards 
Chriftians  in  general,  but  particatarly  thofe  of  their  own  coun* 
try ;  and  that  they  fhould,  with  all  their  power,  endeavour  to 
propagate  and  extend  the  Chriftian  faith  and  the  name  of  Je- 
fus.  They  foon  became  rich  by  the  donations  of  miftaken 
piety,  and  of  fuperftition.  In  the  year  11  go  they  elciSled  their 
firft  grand  mafter,  Henry  Walpoty  a  German^  who  had  diftin- 
guiftied  himfelf  by  his  zeal  and  valour,  and  their  choice  was 
confirmed  by  the  emperor.  The  following  year  pope  Celeftine 
III.  confirmed  the  privileges  granted  to  the  order,  by  the  name 
of  the  7>«/^«;Vi  Knights  of  the  Hofpital  of  St.  Mary  the  Vir- 
gin. By  the  conditions  of  this  bull  they  vowed  perpetual 
continence,  obedience,  and  poverty ;  obligations  that  were 
forgot  as  foon  as  the  temptation  ofl^ered. 

Upon  the  expulfion  of  the  Chriftians  from  the  Holy  Land. 

by  Saladin^  a  fettlement  was  given  the  Teutonick  knights  in 

Prnffui  by  Conrad^  duke  of  MaiMa^  the  competitor  of  Bok^ 

\  *  fiajas 
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fau%  V.  for  the  crown  of  Roland.  Moft  ivriters  date  this  event 
in  the  jrear  1 210  \  ytt  it  n  certain  that  the  difpute  between  Con* 
rAab  and  tlie  Frujfians  happened  twenty  years  later.  All  agree, 
however,  about  th^  fad  \  and  nothing  remains  doubtful  be* 
fides  >be  chronology,  which  it  would  at  this  diftance  of  time 
be  difficult  to  aicmain,  amidft  the  ^at  variety  of  difcordant 
opinions.  >  Culm  was  their  iirft  reiidence  in  Pruffta :  they 
were  confined,  by  the  conditions  of  the  donation,  to  this  dif- 
triSty  except  their  conquefts  over  their  jM^gan  neighbours,  all 
of  which  Cfiwadg  beftowed  on  them^  in  perpetuity :  we  mean» 
that  the  Order  was  reftrided  fron)  drawing  the  fword  againft 
Chrtftian  powers,  and  their  pofleffions  intirely  limited  to 
what  they  fhould  gain  from  the  infidels.  The  duke  of  Ma^ 
stsvias  gift  wa^  ratified  by  the  emperor^  and  further  con^ 
fimed  by  a  pontifical  bull,  ^bich  immediately  fet  this  ambi«- 
tious  fraternity  upon  enlarging  their  dominions,  and  exten4- 
ing  thdr  influence.  lurman  de  Salza^  the  fourth -great 
mafter,  was  now  at  the  head  of  the  order  ( A).  He  entered^ 
upon  hb  defign  of  conquecing  ail  Pruffia  by  flight  skirmifhes^ 
as  trisds  of  the  skill  and  courage  of  the  natives :  then  he  pro- 
ceeded to  more  general  adions^  and  at  length  obtained  feverat 
important  vifior ies.  It  could  not  be  expefied  that  the  Pruf^ 
fiam^  ignorant  of  the  art  of  war,  and  affiftcd  only  by  tbeis 
natural  valour,  codd  long  withAand  thofe  veterans,  whofe 
aiimbers  exceeded  twenty  thoufand  men :  in  fa£t,  they  foon, 
yielded  the  province  of  Ci//pi&^^ria  and  prer€<9:ure  oi  Marten^ 
hurg'y  in  which  laft  the  knights  built  the  city  of  that  name^ 
where  Saha^  their  grand  mafier,  lies  interred. 

Thi  fecond  grand  mafter  of  Prujpa^  and  fifth  of  the.  or-^ 
4er,  was  Conradf  marquis  of  Thuringia^  who  was  admitted 
with  two  thoufand  of  his  fotfewers  into  the.  fraternity  under 
the  preceding  mailer.  This  prince  was  equally  brave  and  po- 
litic, by  which  means  he  greatly  extended  the  influence  and 
CiMiqu^s  at  the  TnUanick  order,  conquered  the  Samlanders, 
and  ereided  Konigfbirgy  io  honour  of  Pyemiflaui  kieg  of  Bohe^ 
mia^  who  had  come  with  aa  army  to  aflift  him  in  the  reduction 
jQf  the  pagan  natives* 

The  iucceeding  and  third  grand  jnafter  of  the  Pruffian 
%nitonuM  order  was  Papptm  de  U/ierinafty  who  alfo  proved  a 
^rious  conqueror^  defeating  the  Prujfiam^  Pormraniansy  and 
Livoniam  in  divers  bloody  engagements,,  and  refcuing  Poland 
horn  the  ravages  of^  the  Tarhnrs.    Wc  have  already  fecn,  that 

:  <  A)   The   three  iirft  grand    Sarth^  all  Germans:  the  lattec 
maders    were   Henry    Walfot^    died  in  the  year  I  a  lo^, 
€kh0  de  KjKr^en^    and    Herman, 

this.. 
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this  hero  was  defeated,  and  flain  in  battle  by  the  hands  ofthoft 
barbarous  people^ ,  who  then  over-run  the. whole  republic  of 
Poland,  According  to  fome  of  the  PoUJb  writers,  it  was  now 
that  the  knights  firft  had  footing  in  Prujfta. 

In  the  room  of  Peppon^  John  Sangerhaufe  was  eleded  in*  the 
year  1263  ;  and  he  beg^  his  adnliniftration  with  the  wijnng 
off  the  di/grace  fuftained  from  the  Tartars^  affifting  the  Poles 
in  driving  them  out  of  the  territories  of  the  republic,  and  ex- 
tending^ the  conquefts  of  the  order  in  Prujfias  in  all  which  he 
fucceeded,  leaving  the  knights  ftri£Uy  allied  with  Poland^  and 
infinitely  more  powerful  than  at  his  acceffion* 

The  fifth  grand  matter  ftnce  the  arrival  of  the  order  in 
Prujfia^  was  Hartmannusj  count  of  Heidelbtrg^  an  artful, 
cunning,  and  politic  prince,  who,  by  dint  of  treaty  and  nego-» 
tiation,  augmented  the  dominions  of  the  Teuionick  order  more 
than  any  of  his  predecefibrs  had  dond  by  the  moft  ,dec]five 
battles.  He  died  in  1282,  with  the  reputation  of  the  great-r 
eft  ftatefman  of  his  age.  < 

BUCHJRDUS  a  SIVENDEN  wvi  theTixth  provincial 
maftcr,  and  among  the  greateft  warriors  who  had  ever  prc- 
fided  over  the  fraternity.  He  not  only  fubdued  the  Pruffians^ 
but  made  confiderable  conquefts  in  Livonia^  which  were  far- 
ther improved  by  his  fucceflbr. 

CONRJDE  de  FEUCHJVANDEN'tvoAt  in  thefieps  of 
his  predecefibr,  fought  feveral  battl<ss  againft  the  pagan  Pruf- 
fiam^  reduced  Riga^  and  eftabliflied  the  Tiutonick  government 
in  that  country. 

COMRADE  refigned  his  office  to  his  brother,  who  wat 

mafter  of  that  branch  of  the  Jeutonick  order  fettled  at  Mar^ 

purg.    As  foon  as  Sigifrid  w^s  made  grand  mafter  of  Pru^, 

.  he  removed  his  refidence  to  Marienburg^  where  he  governed 

for  the  fpace  of  two  years  with  great  applaufe  (B). 

CHARLES  BIFFART  fucceeded,  and  waged  perpetual 
w^r  with  the  Lithuanians^  in  which  he  difplayed  all  the  qua- 
lities of  a  hero,  though  they  produced  fcarce  any  advantage 
to  the  order;  who  began  now  to  be  regarded  by  Poland^  and 
the  neighbouring  ftates,  as  an  ambitious,  reftlefi  fraternity, 
that  afpired  at  the  conqueft  of  all  the  northern  countries. 
Some  comptaints  had  been  preferred  to  the  pope  againft  this 
mafter:  he  went  to  Rome  to  anfwer  to  the  charge,  and  died 
on  his  return  at  Vienna. 

( B )  Guagnini  places  Godfrey  retook  Riga  from  the  Ruffians^ 
<:oMnt  of  HohenUe  between  the  and  demoliihed  the  fortifica- 
brothers;  and  relates,  that  he    tion^. 

Hs 


Hf  was  fuceeeded  by  Vemerus  Urfelet^^  wbo^  after  it  Oiort 
and  prudent  admiaiftration,  was  murdered  by  one  of  bis  own 
Older. 

At.  the  death  of  Verueruiy  Lewis  dvke  of  BrunfivUk  wa$ 
deSed  to  the  dignity  of  great  mafter,  which  he  enjoyed 
for  the  fpace  of  four  years  only.  His  adipiniftration  was  pru- 
dent, pacific,  and  happy  for  himfelf  and  the  order. 

At  the  age  of  eighty,  the  count  fA  Algemherg  was  choftn 
grand  mafter,  on  account  of  his  wifdom,  eloquence,  and 
valour.  He  governed  for  ten  years  with  great  juftice  and  re- 
putation, being  fucceeded  by  Rkddph  duke  of  Saxmy, 

This  prince  was  magnanimous,  but  unfortunate.  While 
he  was  engaged  in  other  foreign  wars,  Pruffia  was  invaded^ 
over-run,  and  defolated  by  the  Lithuanians ;  which  fo  afFedled 
Radoipbj  that  hisintelleds  were  difturbed,  and  in  confequence 
he  wasdepofed,  to  make  way  for  one  more  capable  of  go* 
verning  the  fraternity. 

The  next  perfon  eledled  great  mafter  was  Henry  de  Def- 
tnir^  whofe  abilities  were  univerfally  acknowledged.  It  was 
under  his  government  that  the  war  raged  with  fury  againft: 
the  Ruffians  and  Lithuanians^  whom  be  defeated  with  dread** 
fill  ilaughter  in  a  pitched  battle. 

HENRT  de  Knippenrode  fucceeded,  and  renewed  the  war 
'  with  the  Lithuanians.  It  is  remarkable  that  Guagnini  ihould 
obferve  profound  filence  upon  this  particular  in  his  hiftory  of 
Lithuania ;  and  that  he  (hould  even  fall  into  contradidion, 
by  alledging,  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Ti^t/Z^wc  knights,  that  Knip-- 
pmr$de  defeated  the  Lithuanians^  and  took  their  duke  Keijuf- 
tutus  prisoner  :  whereas  Keijujiutus  never  was  duke,  havings 
upon  the  murder  of  his  brother  Janunutus^  refigned  all  right 
to  the  ducal  cr6wn  to  Olgerdus,  the  elder  brother.  This  pe- 
riod was  remarkable,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  progrefs  which 
literature  made  in  Pfuffia,  under  the  patronage  of  a  grand* 
mafter,  who>  had  a  fine  tafte  for  fcience  and  the  arts. 

The  warmth  Lithuania  was  tranfmitted  to  the  fucceed- 
ing  mafter,  Conrade  Zolner^  which  he  profecuted  with  great 
Tigour,  but  indifferent  fuccefs,  during  the  fpace  of  eight  years, 
when  he  died. 

CONRADE  de  Falenraden  was  next  chofen,  on  account 
of  his  confefTed  talents,  though  he  had  certain  peculiarities 
of  temper  that  rendered  him  difagreeablc.  During  his  go* 
vernment  the  knights  and  Lithuanians  harraflfed  each  other 
by  mutual  iacurftons.  Conradi  in  one  of  his  expeditions  pe-« 
netrated  up  the  Niemen  by  boats,  as  far  as  the  caftle  oiQtmmo^ 
where  he  ereded  magazines,  by  which  means  he  was  enabled 
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to  ddblate  the  enemy's  country,  without  haxird  to  his  omi 
troops  of  periihing  by  the  fcarcky  which  their  devaftatioos 
occafioned.  On  his  death-bed  he  forbid  that  the  ecclenaWci 
of  his  own  order  ihould  be  admitted  to  admmifter  extceme 
undion,  and  feemed  to  be  fliocked  at  the  preteniions  of  tht 
cltrgf  to  aflFord  comfort  in  thb  aweful  moment  by  their  feigned 
abfolutions. 

CONRADE  ii  Jungingm^  who  fuccecded,  was  of  a  dif- 
pofition  the  leaft  iuited  to  gratify  the  ambition^  and  anfwer 
the  afpiring  views  of  the  fratermty.  He  was  mild,  pacific, 
and  therefore  little  beloved  by  a  reftleis  turbulent  people, 
though  he  governed  with  reputation  and  ability  for  the  ipace. 
of  twelve  years. 

His  brother  Ulric^  of  a  very  diiFerent  difpofitioQ,  fucceeded, 
and  waged  perpetual  war^withthe  Uthuamans^  until  he  was 
defeated  and  killed  in  battle,  with  the  flaughter  of  five  thou- 
land  knights. 

HENRY  count  of  Plewen^  choTen  his  fuccefibr,  was  pre- 
paring to  revenge  the  late  difgrace,  when  he  was  deposed  for 
feme  mifcondud,  imprifoned,  and  punifhed  with  fudi  ri^rar, 
that  he  died  in  chains  feven  years  after  his  firft  confinement. 
A.  D.  The  choice  of  the  fraternity  fell  next  upon  Muhad  d$ 
1323*  Sterbirgen^  who,  mortified  with  a  variety  of  defeats  fuftained 
(tdttiihtLitbnamans^  refignedaad  retired  io Dmtxicky^^fhtw 
hedied«  ^ 

PAUL  RUDERSEIN  was  next  chofen,  and  bis  admi- 
niftration  was  ftill  more  unfortunate  than  that  of  his  prede« 
/  ceflbr.  Many  of  the  Pmffian  provinces  threw  off  the  Ttm^ 
nic  yoke,  and  put  themfelves  under  the  prote£lion  of  Cajh- 
mtr  IV.  fon  oiJagiUoy  otUIadiflaus  V.  king  of  Paiand^  and 
great  duke  of  Lithuania.  The  infolence  of  the  order  ren* 
dered  their  government  intolerable :  all  the  great  cities  fent 
deputies  to  rclami;  they  were  received  genefoufly,  and  all 
the  neceflary  affiftance  for  revenging  themfelves  was  furntflicd 
in  the  manner' we  have  related  in  the  preceding  part  of  this 
volume  *. 

The  fucceeding  mafter  C^nrade  ah  Herlingbaufiny  ftnick 
up  an  inglorious  peace  with  Cajmir^  which,  however,  he 
fcrupuloilifly  oblerved  during  his  whole  adminiftration. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Lituis,  fiill  more  unfoN 
tunate  than  any  of  his  predeceflbrs.  The  reftleis  fpirit  of  thb 
mafter  excited  a  frefii  revolt,  and  renewed  the  war  with  Pp* 
knd.    Several  other  towns  and  provinces  revolied^  and  th0 
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ne'HiJicfy  of  Pruffia.  481 

«irrtfoti  fold  Marhnhurg  to  the  Polijh  monarch  for  «  J^™  of 
rooo«'.    In  a  word,  not  only  the  greater  part  of  Prujfm  was 
loft,  but  likewife  Pomermia,  which  had  for  the  fpace  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  been  the  fubjeft  of  continual  diflen- 
tion  between  the  tnights  and  the  repubhc.         \   .    ^       .      .  .p. 
From  this  time  we  may  date  the  declme  of  the  Teutonic    A.  D. 
order  in  Pruffia,     Henry  count  of  Plawen,  who  was  now  ele-     14^7- 
vated  to  the  dignity  of  matter,  was  a  perfon  of  extraordinary 
ability ;   but  he  enjoyed  his  new  employment  only  for  the 
fpace  of  eleven  weeks.  .      .        j  u    r 

HENRT  of  Richtenburg  was  next  appointed,  and  he  loon 
convinced  the  order  that  the  lofs  of  their  former  mafter  was  -^ 
irreparable-  Henry  was  proud,  in,{blent,  and  cruel ;  his  tur- 
bulent difpofition  involved  him  in  quarrels  with  all  his  neigh- 
hours,  while  the  tyranny  of  his  government  rendered  him 
odious  to  his  own  people.  Upon  feme  diftafte  be  threw  a 
PruJRan  bilhop  into  chains,  and  fuffered  him  to  perifli  w^h 
hunger  in  a  dungeon;  which  adion  fuiEciently  marks  bis 
,  charader.  He  governed  for  twelve  years^  and  then  died  uni- 
vcrfally  detefted  and  defpifed. 

MJRTIN  TRUSCHES  (A)  was  appointed  to  fucceed  him ;    A.  D. 
and  he  begun  his  adminiftration  with  paying  homage  to  the     H^^. 
crown  and  republic  of  Poland^  which  iecured  the  future  tran-  ^ 
quillity  of  his  life. 

The  fucceeding  mafter  John  de  Ttefen  fwore  allegiance  to    A.  P. 
the  king  of  Poland^  on  his  firft  acceflion  ;    and  next  year  he     \ff^* 
joined  him  againft  the  WalachianU  by  whom  he  was  defeated 
and  flain  in  battle,  after  .a  vigorous  refiftance. 

The  next  perfon  who  was  nominated  to  the  dignity  of    A.  v. 
grand-mafter,  was  Frederic  duke  of  Saxony.     He  refufed  ac-     »49'>- 
knowledging  the  fovereignty  .of  the  PoliJh  republic,  and  for 
that  reafon  faw  his  territories  expofed  to  the,  moft  cruel  de- 

folation.  ,      .     «    yy 

The  laft  great  mafter  of  the  Teutonic  order  in  Prujjia 
was  Mberty  marquis  of  Brandenburg^  nephew  to  Sigifmund  I. 
king  of  Poland.  He  was  eleded  by  the  chapter,  from  the  ex- 
pedation  entertained  that  his  relation  to  the  king  might  be 
able  to  procure  reftitution  of  the  places  loft  during  the  late 
unfuccefsful  war;  but  in  this  the  fraternity  were  difappointed. 
jlWert  was  fo  far  from  confenting  to  pay  homage  to  his  un- 
cle, that  be  begun  with  making  preparations  for  throwing  ' 

(A)  AJhmok  calls  him  Tucb-    of  Duffoer.     According  to  this 
mer'y    and   we  find  him  men-     writer  he  refigncd  (i). 
tioned  by  Moreri  by  the  name 

(i)  yid.  Art,Teutomqve, 
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qjFhis  dependency,  add  recovering  all  Pruffia  and  Pomeranta\ 
t^  force  of  arms.  We  have  related  the  event  of  thefe  oiea- 
fures  in  the  biftory  o{  Poiand^i  and  it  will  be  fufficient  to 
repeat  in  this  place,  that  after  being  foiled  in  every  attempt, 
Jiiert  was  forced  to  refign  the  dignity  of  mafter ;  in  reeom- 
pence  of  which  his  uncle  beftowed  upon  him  that  part  of 
^  PruJJia^  now  diftinguiihed  by  the  appellation  of  Ducaly  in  qua-' 

iity  of  a  fecular  duke.    It  was  now  the  intereft  of  the  houfe 
of  Branditiburg  to  affift  in  the  expulfion  of  the  fraternity  ; 
accordingly  being  driven  out  of  Prujfia  and  Pomerania^  they 
1^  w'     transferred  their  chapter  to  Mariendal  in  Franconia.    Such 
*   j'    was  the  end  of  the  Teutonic  government   in  Prujfia^  where 
^     '     they  dictated,  with  unltaaited  fway,  for  the  fpacc  of  more  than 
three  centuries.    Every  perfon,  the  leaft  acquainted  with  mo- 
dern hiftory,    knows   that  at  prefent  little  nrare  than  the 
name  of  the  order  fubfifts  in  Alface^  Burgundy^  Franconia^  , 
Lorrainy  and  other  provinces  of  the  empire,  in  which  fepa- 
ute  branches  of  the  fraternity  had  fettled. 

^  Page  128. 
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